it

1 «lorks at muney orderoffices as may be nee-

tal revenue to the money order funds;

10 creditosn of the Depsrtment, to be re-
placed by equivalent transfers from the
postal revenues, |

Sre. 118: That the Postmaster General
may transfer to the postmuster at any
money order office, by warrant oo the treas.
ury, eountersi o by the Auditor for the
Posteflies Depsrtment, and pagable out of
1he postal revenues, such sum as may be re-
quirediover ghid sbove the current revenues
at his officeto pay (he mouey orders drawn
upon him.

spo. 119 That the Postmaster General
eholl regaire each postwaster ut s money
order ofes to render to the Postoffice Do
;n;mmi'm. weouekly, semi weekly, or dnily ae-
courts of all woney orders issued snd puid;
of uM feus reecived for issuing thew: of ali
cransfors and payments made from mouney
o:der funds, and of i1l money received to
b used for tha puymwent of money orders
o on secount of wopey order business,

Sxe. 120, Thay the Auditor for the Post-
offion Department shall keep the sccounts
of the mouey order business ecparately, and
io sueh manner 44 to show the number and
awount of monsy orders issued at erch of-
fice, the nuamber and smwoust paid, the
=l Tous received, and all the ex-
.oen of the woney order bosincss,
St 2L That ul) meney received tor the
wnlo of money orders, invluding all fees
trereon, sll money teanslerred from. the
poatul revenues to the woney order funds,
ull money transferred, or paid from the
woney order lunds to the servioe of the

Postotfice. Department, and  all  money
order  Tunds  transderred  from  one
postioaster - to  another,  shall he

devmed and taken to be monoy order funds
and money in the tecasary of the United
Stutes,  Avd it shall be the daty of the as-
sistant treasurer of thoe Upited Stuates te
upen, ntthe request of the Postmaster Gon-
eral, anacoount of “meney order funds' de-
pusited by postmasters to the credit of the
Postmuster General, und of drafty sgainsg
1he amount 8o deposited, drawn by bim and
vountersigned by the Auditor.

SEC R, That apy postumster, nssistuut,

* clerk or other pérson employed iu or con-
aceted with tho business or operations of
any money arder office who shail convert to
Lis own use, in any way whatever, or lony,
or dgposit in any bunk, or exchange for
other funds, any portion of the money or-
der fuuds, ghall be deemed guilty of embicz-
element; and any such person, a8 well na
every other person advising or partici-
puting thervin, ghull, on (eun\'hliun theraot,
tor evory soch offense, be imprisoned for
vut less than kix months uor more thun ten
years, and be fined in o sum eqdal to the
amount embezzled; and any failare to pay
over br produce auy money order funds lo-
trusted tosuch person shull be taken to be
primi fueie evidence of embezzlement; and
upon the triel of any indictmont sgainst
uny  perspn for, such embezzlement, it
ebull  be  prima  fovie evidenos of
% balance against him to produce a
trunecript from ‘the money order acconnt
books of the Auditor for the Postoflies De-
pastment.  But nothing hérein contuined
shall be construgd to probibit any post-
muster depositing, under the direction of
the Postmaster General, in'a natiopal bunk
designated by the Secretary ol the Treasury
fur thut purpose, to. Lis own credit us post-
mester, uuy money order or other mnds in
Lis charge, nor prevent his negotiatin
draf'# or other eVidenoes of debt ll)mugg
sach bank, or through Usited States dig-
bursing officers, or otherwise, when instruct-
ed or required to do eo by the Postaster
General, tor the piurpose of remitting sur-
plus money order funds from one postofiice
to another, to be used in payment of money
ordors,  That disbursing officers of the
United States shull be required to 1ssue,
under. regulations to be preseribed by the
Spcretary of the L'reasury, duplicates of
lost eligcks deawn by thew in fuvor of any
postipuster on secount of money order or
other publie funds received by them irow
some othor postmaster,

SEc. 193, That postwasters ol money or-
der otfices may boallowed, 88 compensation
for issuing and ’m,\‘h)g woney orders, not
vxceeding one-thied of the whole amount of
fees collected on orders issucd, und one-
fourth of one per centum on the grosg
amount of orders paid at their respective
officon, provided such oompensation, te-
gother with the postmastor’s salury, shall
not exceed four thousund dollars por an-
num, exeeptin the case of the postmuster
at 2ew York ity as boreinbefore firovided,

Sxc. 124, That the Postmaster Goneral
muy pay ottt of the procecds of the money
order busipess the cost of stationery und
such incidental expenses as aro necessary
for the trausaetion of that business.

Sec. 125, That thhy Postmaster General
wmny employ such an addidonsl number of

essary for eonducting the operitions of
the money order systerm, who ghall be paid
out of tﬁu proceeds of the money order
business. '

See. 126, That for the greater security of
sulunble mail matter, the Postmaster Gin-
orul may establish & uniform system of re-
giatrution

Spee. 127, That mail matter shall be re-
gistered ouly on the applieation of the
party posting the same, and the feo thore-
for shall not exeeed twenty cents in nddi.
tion to the regalar postage, to be, in all
casen, prepaid; and. all such fees shall
be acconnted  for in such wanner as the
Postmuster  Goperal ehall  direct;  pro-
vided, that letters upon  the official
busintss of the Postoffice Department which
require registering shall bo registered free
of gharge, and pass through the mails froo
of charge.

Sko, I¥S. That a receipt shall be taken
upon thoe delivery of sny registered mail
matter, showing te whom and when the
samo was delivered, which shall Lo re-
turned to the sender, and be réceived iu the
courts us prima facie evidence of such de-
livery. -

Spe. 199, That the Postoflice Department,
or its revenuo, shall not be liable for the
loss of any registered mail matter.

Skc. 130, That mailable matter ahall be
divided into three class: first, Jetters; sec-
ond, regulsr printed mutter; third, miscel-
Tuneous mutter;

Sue 11 That mailable matter of the first
cluss shall ewbrace all oorrespondence,
wholly or partly in writing, except book
manuseriptsa sud corrected proof sheets
passing between atithors and publishors.

See. 132, That mailable matter of the
sooond cinss sball embrace all matter ex-
clusively in print, sod regularly issned st
stiatod periods frora s known office of pub-
lication, withous addition by writing, mark,
or sigu. i

Ske, 133, That mailable matter of the
third class shall embrace sll pamplilets, oo-
Asionsl  publications, trunsient nuws-
pupers, mogazines, handbills, tere, un-
pealed circulars, prospettuses, books, book
manuseripte, proof wheets, corrected proof
nhoots, maps, prints, e‘s;gynvings, le‘y,
flexible patterns, ples of )
wot exeeading twelve  punces in weight,
sample cardd, pb(moﬁnpblq paper, letter
envelopes, postal cuvelopes and wrnpgo,ra.
cards, plain and vrnswental paper, photo-
graphic representations of different hyl»en[
socds, outtings, bulbs, roote, seions, and sl
other matter which may il
able by law, and &ll other articles not above
the walght prescribed by luw, which are
not, {1 their furm or nature, linble to de-
stroy, dotace or otherwiss injure the con-
tents of the mail bag or the person of any
ono engaged in the postal servige. All
lguids, puisons, gllu, cexplosive materials
nad obscone books shall be excluded from
the malls. Al matter of the third elass,
execopting books and other printed mattor,
book manusoripts, proof shvets aud correct-
ed proof sheets, shall not exceed twelve

ounoes in weight, avd all matter-of the |

third olass shall bo subject to exmmination
and fo rates of postage as hereinafier pro-
vided. Sumples of metals, ores and miner-
wlogical wenn shall not exoced twelve
ounces in welght, sud aball Ys subject to ex-
amination and to rates of postage as herein-
alter provided. -

Sre. 134. That no packuge woighing more
than four pounds shall bo received fur‘sm-.
veyulwa l\yb dtc:p(l::;wh published or
circuluted by order o gress.

See, 135, That the Postnaster
shall furnish to the pos r
msila with foreign countries, and ta suc
otber offices n.ﬂ: may deom exbodiul‘

! bulances denominsied in grams ol
bo metrio aystem, fifteen ng of which
shall be the equivalent, for ".p.g;

General

m e may transfer money order funds to Lnianﬂy eéxamined by postmasters; and if

lawfully franked, so that it may be conve-

not so wrapped snd secured, it shall be sab-
-ject to Jetter postage.

Ske. 137, Thast postmasters at the offica

of delivery may remove the wrappers dnd
envelopes from mauil matter not charged
with letter postage nor lawfully franked,
when it can be done  without' de-
stroying  them, for the purpose of
nacortaining whether tiere is upon or con-
pected with such matter aoyihiog which
would authorize or require the churge of &
higher rate of postage thereon.
Sec. 138, That no newspapers shall be re-
ed to be conveyed by wail unless they
are sufliclently dried and *nelosed in proper
WEBPIICTS,

Sec. 130, That whers pickages of news-
papers or other periodicals wre received ot
45 & postofiice, directed to one address, the
muues of the sabsevibers to whom they
belong, with the postage for s quarter i
advance, is handed to the postmuster, he
shall deliver such papoers or periodicals to
their respective owners,

Sko. 110, That postmusters shall notily
the publisher of any newspuaper or other
periodical, when dsuy subscriber sliall re-
fuse 1o tuke the satue from the offive, or
negleot to call for it for the period of one
woutlh, -

Sgc. 11, That publishers of newspapers
wnd periodicals may priot or write, upon
their  publications  sent to regulag sub-
scribors, the addreszs of the subseriber, and
the dute when the subsoription expires, and
iy inclose therein bills and receipts for
subsoription thereto, without sunbjecting
such publication to extrs postage,

Seo. 132 That any person who shall in-
close  or  conceal any letter, memo-
randam or other thing in  any wail
matter not  churged. with  lotter  post-
uge, or moake any writing or memoran-
dum thereon, and deposit, or cause the
saun to be deposited, for conveyvance by
wail a1 & less rato than Jeuter postage,
shiall, fur every such offense, forteit and
pay five dollars, and such mail matter or
inelogure shall not be delivered until the
postige is paid thorron at letter rutes; but
1o extra postuge shall be charged for a card
printed or impressed upon an envelupe or
WIBpper.

See. 143, That contractors or muil car-
riers may convey, out of the mail, news-
papers for sule or distribution to sub-
suribers.

See. 144, That tho Postmaster General
iy provide by order the terus upon which
route agents may receive from publishers
or any uews sgenta in charge thereof, and
deliver the sume as directed, il presented
#nd called for ut the mail car or steamer,
packuges of newspapers and other period-
iculs not received from, or intended for de-
livery ut any postoffice.

Skc, 145, That any postmaster who shall
unlawfully detain jn his ofiice any letter or
other mail matter, the posting ot which s
not prohibited by luw, with intent s pre-
vent the arvival sod delivery of the same
to theperson to whom it is nddressed, sball,
on conviction theregf, forteit and pay not
exceeding tive hundred dollars, and be im-
prisoped not exceeding six mounths, and he
shall be forever thereafter incapable of
holding the office of postmuster.

SeQ, 140, That any person employed in
any department of the postal servies, who
shull unlawfully detain, delay, or open any
lotter, packet, bag, or mail of letters in-
trusted to. him, or which shall have come
into hik possession, und which was intended
t¢ be comveyed by mail, or carried or de-
Fvered by uny mail carrier, mail messen-
ger, route agent, leftar-carrier, or other
person employed in any department of the
postal service, or forwarded through or de-
livered from any postoffice or braunch post-
office eatablished by authority of the Post-
muster General; any such person who shall
peerets, embezzle or destroy any such let-
ter, packor, bag or mail of letters as afore-
said, which shull not coutain uny security
for or ussursnce relating to money or other
thing of value, every such person sball, on
convietion thercof, for every such offense,
furfeit snd pay a penndty of not exceeding
five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned nov
more than one year, or both, at the discre-
“tinn of the court. -

Sge, 147, That any person who sball take
any letter, postal card, or packet which
shnll not contain any article of value or
evidence thereof out of a postoffics or
branoch pastoftics, or from a letter or mail-
cartier, or which has been in any postofiice
or brancli postoflice, or in the custody of
any letter or mwul carrier, before it shall
have been delivered to the person to whom
it was directed, with 4 design to obstruet
the correspendence or pry into the business
or geerets of another, or shall seorete, em-
bezzle or destroy the same, shall, on convie-
tion thereof, for every such offenae, forfeit
and psy a peoalty not exceeding tive hun-
dred dollars, or be imprisened at hard lnbor
not exceeding ona year, or both, at the dis-
orotion of the court,

SEC, 148, That no obscene hook, pamphlet,
picture, print or other publicstion of & vul-
gar or indecent character, or any letter
upon the envelop of which, or postal card
upon which geurrilous ‘epithets mny have
been written or printed, or disloyal devices
printed or engravel, shall ba carried in the
mail; aud any person who shall knowingly
deposit, or cause to be deposited, for miil-
ing or tor delivery, any such obsvens piib-
lication shall be deemed guilty of n misce-
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall,
(or every such offenso, be fined not wore than
five hundred dollarg, or jmprisoned nof
more than one year, or both, according to
the circumstances snd aggravation of the
offense,

Sec, 149. That it shall not be Jawfn! to
convey by mail, nor to deposit in & post-
office "to be sent by mail, any letters or eir-
colare concerning iHlegal Jotieries, so-called
girt comeerts, or other similar enterprises
offering prizes, or converning schvtues
devised and intended to deceive and de-
frand the publie for the purpess of obtain-
ing money under folse pretenses; and o

wenalty of not moere thun five hundred dol-
lnr.i nor less than one hundred dollars, with
coitd of presecution, is  berely imposed
upon conviction, in any federal court, of the
violntionof this section.

8ke. 10, That postagedn all mail matter
muat bo prepaid Ky stamps at the time of
mailiog, unleées herein otherwise provided
for. ]

Seo. 151, That all mail mutter deposited
for mailing, on which ut least one full rate
of postuge has been {mid a8 roquired by
luw, shall be forwarded 10its destination,
charged with the unpaid rate, to bo colleot-
ed on délivery,

See. 152, l’?hut. if any muil mattér, on
which by law the postage ia required to he
prepaid ut the mailing otitee, shiall by innd-
vertenoo rench its destination without such
prepayment, double the prepaid rates shull
be elinrged and collested on delivery.

Sk, 163, That no mail matter shall be de-
livered until’ the postage due thereon has
been puid.

Sie. 154. That mo box at any postoffice
shall ba assigned to the nso of any person
until the rent thereof bus been paid for at
least one quarter in adyancs, for which the
postmastor ghall give a réceipt,

Sk, 135‘. 'l;blt thl,! Pba(;_um;tﬂr General
way vide by regulation for transwittin
u:gmpdr%\nd duly certified letters of soldlere;
sailors nod marines in the service of the
Un Statos to their deslination.

8#¢. 156, That on all mail matter which
is wholly er partly in writing, except book
manuscripts and oorrected proofs pussing
botween authors dnd publishers and local
or drop letters: on 6ll printed matter which
is 80 marked as to convey any otber or fur-
ther informution thun is conveyed by the
original print, exeept the correction of
mere typographitel errors; on all matter
which is eent 1 violation of law or the

regulations. of the department respecting
inclosures; and on all matter to which no
roifio rate of t
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shall be charged at the rato of three cents
for each bilf ounce or fraction thereof.

¢ Ske. 157, That lettérs commonly known
as drop or looal letters, delivered through
the postoffice or its carviers, sliall be charged
with postage at the rite of two cents where
the gystem of free delivery is established,
and one eont where suoh system is not es-
tablished, for esch half-onunce or fraction
whereof,

Skc. 1587 That on newspspers and other
periodioal publications, not exceeding four
ounced in weight, sént from & known office
of publication to regular subseribers, post-
age shall be ¢l t the following rates
mq‘mrur, n on public issned

g in onve a week, ot thé.
vats bf one cent for each issue; insued once

1’3?:':."' one-hall 0uROG, BYOIr
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oF other
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charged for each additional four ouncés or
fraction theresf in weight,

Sk, 159, That on guw-‘pnpuy and other

reriodicals sent from & known office of pub-
icatiop to regnlar subseribers, the postage
shull be paid befors delivery, for not less
than one quarter, nor more than one year;
which payment may be made either at the
office of mailing or delivery, commencing
at any time; and the postmaster shall ac-
count for ssid postage in the quarter in
which it is received.

SeC. 160. That the Postmuster General
may provide by regolutions for carrying
suall newrpapers, msued less frequently
than vnee o week, in paekages to one ad-
dress, trow o known cffics of publication to
regular sybscribers, at tho rute of one cent
for each tMir ounces or fraction thereof.

Suc. 161, That persons known as regular
denlers in newspupers aud periodicals may
receive and transmit by mail sach quanti-
ties of either as they may require, und pay
the postuge thereon as received, at the sume
rates, pro rata, s regular subseribers to
such publientions who pay quarterly in ad-
yvaucs,

Sec. 162, That the Postmaster Geners)
may presoribe, by regulation, an affidavit,
in torm, to be tuken by the publisher, or by
the clerk, agent, or servent of the pub-
lisher, of any newspuper or other period-
eyl which oy by lsw be sent to regular
subuoribers withiout prepayment of postage
at the mmling oflice, to the effect that
neither he nor any other proprictor, elerk,
ugent, or employo within biz knowledge
will send, canse or permit to be sentthrough
the mail, withoat prepayment by postage
tamps, any ¢opies of such newspaper or
other periodionl (unming ir) except to bonu
fide und regulaw subscribers thereto; and
il suy such newspaper or other periodienl
shall be thus unlnwfully sent, with the
knuwledge or consent of such proprietor,
or his agent, clerk, servant in charge of
such business, or i such affidavit shall,
when required by the Postmaster Genoral
or any speoial agent of the Pustoftice De-
partment, be refused, the person guilty of
the offense, or refusing to make the affija-
vit, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars in
each cnse,

Sec, 163. That on mailable matter of the
third cluse, exceptas bercin stated, post-
age ehull be churged at the rate of ons cent
for esch two ounces or fraction thereofl
Double these rates shall be charged for
books, samples of wotuls, orea, winerals
and merchandise.

Sec. 164, That packages of woolen, cot-
ton or linen clut.%ing. not exceeding two
pounds in weight, may be sent through the
wail W any non-commissioned officer or
private in the army of the United States,
i prepaid, at therate of one coent for esch
one ounce or fraction thereof, subjeet to
such regulation as the Postmaster General
may preseribe.

8ec, 165, That the rate of United States

postage on mail mwatter sent to or received
‘rom toreign countries with which different
rates have not been estublished by postal

convention or other arrangement, when
forwarded by vessels  regularly  em-
in transporting the mail, shall

{;luyed
wo ten cents for each half ounnes or
fraction thereof on lettors, unless re-
duced by crder of the Postmaster General;
two cents each on newspapers; and not ex-
ceeding two cents per each two ounces, or
fraction thereof, on pumphlets, periodicals,
books and other printed matter, which
postage shall be prepaid on motter sent
and collected on matter received; and to
Bvoid loss vo the United States in the pay-
went of balances, the Postmaster Genoral
may collect the unpaid postage’ on letters
from foreign eountries in coin or its equiva-

lent.

Skc. 166, That all letters conveyed by
vessels not regularly employed in carrying
the mail shall, if for delivery” within the
United States, be rated with double postuge,
to cover tho fee paid to the vessel.

Sec. 167, That for the purpose of making
better postal arrangements with foreign
countries, or to counteract their adverse
measures affectibg our postal intercourss
with them, the Postmaster General, by and

“with the advice and conkent of the Presi-

dent, may negotiate and conclude postal
treaties or conventions, and may redoce or
inerense the rates of postage on mml mat-
ter conveyed between the United States and
foreign countries,

.8gc. 1683, That the Postmaster General
shall prepare postugs stamps of suitable
denominations; which, wheua attuched to
muil matter, shall be evidence of the puy-
ment of the postage thervon.

SeC. 169. That the Postmaster Gousral
shall provide suitable letter and newspapar
onvelopes, with such wator marks or other
gunrds sgainst counterieits as he may decw
expedient, and with postage stamps with
sueh devies and of such saitable denoming-
tivns a8 he may dircet impressed thereon;
und the said envelopes shull be known us
“stumped envelopes,” and shall be gold, as
nearly as may be, at the cost of procuring
thew, with the addition of the value of the
postage stamps inmpressad thereon; but no
stamped envelop furnished by the govern-
ment shall contain any lithographing or
engraving, and no printing except &printed
request to return the letter to the writer;
and letters and papers inclosed in them
(the postage stamp in every case being of o
denomination suflicient to cover the post-
age properly chargeable thereon) shull puss
in the mail as prepaid matter,

Sec. 170. That to facilitate letter cor-
respondence and provide for the traps-
mission of the twails, at w reduced rate
of postage, of messuges, ordors, notices,
and other short cominunieations, either
printed or written in peneil or fuk, the Post
muster General shull be, and he is hereby,
suthorized and direoted to furnish and issue
to the publie, with postage stamps im-

ressed upon them, “postal cards" munu-
factured of good stiff paper, of such guali-
ty, form, and size as he shall deem best
ndapted for goneral use; whioh eards shall
be used us 8 means of postal intercourse,
under rules and regulations to be pre-
scribed by the Postmpstor General, and
when 80 ueed shall be transinlttod through
the mails at s postage charge of one cent
each, including the cost of their manulae-
ture,

Sic, 171 That the Postmaster General
may, fronftime to time, ndopt such improve-
monte in postage stamps and stamped en-
velopes 88 he sy decm advisable; and
when any sueh improvement is adopted 1t
shall be subjeet to all the provisions \wrvin
respecting postnge stamps or stamped on-
velopes. S ;.

Sec, 172, That postage stamps and
stamped cnvelopes shall bo fornished by
the Postmaster (General to all postiasters,
and ghall bs kept for sale at wll postoflice
and egeh postmaster shall be hald secounta-
ble for all such stamps and envelopes fur-
nished to hiw, .

Sec. 173, That postage stamps and
stamped envelopes may bo sold at o dis-
wount to cortain designated agents, who will
agreo to soll again without discount, under
rules to be prescribed by the Postmuster Gen-
eral; but the quantities of esch sold to any
ons agent ut one time sball not exceed ope
hundred dollars in value, snd the discount
shull not exceed five per centum on the face
valug of the stamps, nor the same per
centam on the ourrent grice ot the envel-
opes when sold in less quasutities.

Skc. 174, That postage stamps shall not
be gold for uny larger sum than the valua
indicated on their fuce, nor atmnped envel-
opes for more than is charged thevefor by
the Postoffice Department for like quanti-
ties; and any person connected wuh the
postal service who sball violate thiz pro-
vision ahiull be decmed guilty of o misde.
meanor, and, on conviction thereot, shall bie
tined in sy som not less than ten nor more
than five hundred dollars. Y

§kc, 175. That postage etamps aflixed to
all mail matter or the stamped envelopes in
which the same is inelosed, when deposit-
ing fur muling or delivery, shall be defaced
by the postmaster at the mailing office in
stioh manner as the Postmastar General may
direet; and if any mail matter shail be for-
warded withont the stamps or envelopes
being eo defuced, tho p ter at the
office of deliviry shall defrce thom, and
report the delinquent postmusster to.the
Postmaster General.

§gkC. 176. That sny person employed in
any branch of the postal gervice who shall
willfully and unlawfully remove from any
mail matter any postage stamp afiixed
thereto in payment of the postage, shall,
on, conviction thereof, for every such of
fense; be fined not more than oug hundred
dollars, or be imprisoned not niore than s1x
wonths, at the disoretion of the court.

o Do
or a apt Lo use, In p: ent o
aoy muil matter conveyed by mail
wiss, any postage stamp or such
envelope, or
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1t A0, velops, w
bus been  before used for s like pur-
pose, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars.
Aud any person who sbhall eonnterfeit
the frank of any person entitled ‘to the
frunking priviloge, or willfully utter or ure
any sounterfeit frank with the intent to
avuid the payment of postage. shall, on cou-
viotion thereof] be deemed goilty of n wis
demesnor, and ba punL\bcj‘ by a fine mot
lees thun fifty dellera nor more than five
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not
less than thres months nor more thao
twelve menths, or by both fine and impris.
onment, in the diseretion of the coart.

. 178, Thut any person who sliall forge
or connterfeit npy postage stomp, or auy
stawp printed vpon noy stumped envelope,
poetal card, or auy die, plate orengraving
therefor; any person who shall make, or
print, or kaowingly uae or eell, or hnve in
possession, with intent to use or sell, any
auch forged or counterfeited postage stamp,
stamped envelops, postal curd, dis, plate,
orengraving: xuy person who shall meke,
or kunwingly vse orsell, or buve in porses-
wion, with intent to use or sell, any paper
bearing the water-mark of auy stanmped en-
velope, postal card, or any frandulent imity-
tion thereof: any person who ehal!l make or
print, or puthorize or proeari to Ye mede or
printed, aoy postage stuwmp, stamped en-
pe, or postul osrd, of ths kind author
ized und provided by the Postoffice Depurt-
went, withont the special authority and di-
rection of =said Dapartioeut; any person who
shall, witer such postuge stamps, stamped
vnvelopes, or postal card, have been printed,
and with intent to defraud the postal rev-
enue, deliver the same to any psreon not ai-
thorized by an instroment of writing duly
pxconted under the hand of the Poatmastar
yeneral nnd the seal of the Postoffics Dy
purtanent to rec them, every such por-

son  shall, on  conviction thereof, bu
deemed  gnilty of s felony, and be
mnished by n fine not exceeding five

jundred dollars, or by imprizonment not
weeding tive years, or by both fine an
prisonment, in the diseretion of the counrt.

Sue. 179, 'Phat sny person who shall
forge or counterfoig, or knowingly utter or
use any forg or counterfeited postago
stamp of any {oreign government, shall by
decmned guilty of u felony, and, on convie-
tion thereof, shall be pumshed by imprigoa-
anent of not less than twe nor more than
ten vears, at the diseretion of the conrt,
180, That sathority to frank mad
er iz eonferred upon anud limited to the
followingr persona:

First— [he President, by himself or Lis
private seeretary, to cover all il matter,

Second—The Vice President, to cover all
wail matter,

Thivd—The chiefs of the several Execu-
tive Departments.

Fourth—Senators, Representatives, and
Dolegates in Congress, and the Secretury of
the Sunate aud Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to cover their sorrespondence,
all printed matter issued by the suthority
of Congress, and all speeches, proceedings,
and debates in Congress,

Fifth—Such prineipal officers of the Ex-
eoutive Departinents, being heads of buo-
reaus or ohiel clerks, as the Postmaster
General may by regulation prescribe, to
cover offivial cowmunications only

Nixth—Postmasters, to cover official com-
munications to other pestiasters only,

Seventh—JAzsessors and collectors and
their assiatants and deputies, for tho inter-
change of official communications pnly.

And no person entitled by law to the
franking priviloge shall exerciso said privil-
Peze otherwise than by his written auto
groph sigusture on the matter franked:
and all wail matter not thus feanked shall
be charged with the legal rate of portage
thereon.

Sec. 181, That the franking priviloge of
Senators, Representatives, and Delegatesin
Cougress, nud the Secrotary of the Senate
and Clerk of the House, shall commenge
with the term for which they are ele
and expive with the first Monday of De
ber following such term.
Szo 182 That all books or publications
whiel may be procured or published by or-
der of Congress shall be eonside us pub-
lie documents, and may be franked a8 sucl,

sec. 18 That the maximum weight for
frauked and free mail matter shall be four
ounces, except petitions to Congress, con.
gressional and executive poblic documenta,
periodieal publications interchanged be.
tween pablishers, and pm:kngrn of seeds,
catiings, roots, and sclous, the weight of
which lutter may he fixed by regulation of
the Postmaster General.

Skc. 184, That the following mail matter
shill be ullowed to puss fres in the mai

First—All mail watter sent to the Prosi-
dent or Viee President. .

Seeond — Official  communications  nd-
dressed to chiefs, heads of bureaus, ohief
olerks, or franking ofiicer of vither of the
Excentive Departments.

Third—Letters und printed matter cent
to Scnators, Representatives, or Delegutes
in Congres, the Secretary of the Senute, or
the Clerk of the House of Ke

Fourth—Petitions to Congres

Fifih—Qopyright mutter to the Lilrarlan
of Congress, if murked on the packuge,
Ceapyright matter,

Sixth—All publientions eent or roceived
by the Smithsonian Institution, marked on
each package, “Smithsoninn Exchange®

Seventh—Nowspapers, periodieais, snd
mugazines reciprocully interchanged  bee
tween publishers, and not exeseding pix-
teen ounecs in weights to be confined jo o
single copy of each publication.

Eighth—Weekly newspapers, one copy o
eaeh getusl subseriber within the county
where the same is printed and published;
bat cnrriers shall nor e required o iseri
bute such papers unless postsge is puid
apon them at the w<unl rates,

Ninth—Notices to 1he publishers of the
refusal or neglect of ribers 1o take
newspapers, magazinees or other periodioals
fromn the postoftice, to bo sent ander gach
regulations as the Postmuastor Genera! way
preseribo,

Tenth—Dead letters returned to the wyi-
ters thereof.

Eleventh—Medals, certificates of thanks
<or othor testimoninls, which have boen or
may be awarded by the Legisiutares of the
sovera! States and Tervitories to the soldicrs
thercof, to be seént by the adjutant gencral
of suid States and Territories, nader suoch
regulntions as the Postmaeter Guperal muy
prescrib

Sec, 185, That all mail matter to and
from Mary Lincoln, widow of the late Pres-
ident Abralinm Lincoln, shull be conveyed
free during her nataral life,

Sec. 186. That all mail moat!er not herein-
before specially made free must be prepaid
by postage stamps.

20, 157, That if any person, having the
right to receive littera free. shull recoive,
inclosed to him, any letter or packet ad-
dressed to n person not having thag right, it
shall be bis duty to return such jetter or
pocket to Lhe postoflice, marking thercon
the plees from whenoe it came, that it may
bis churged with postage.

183. That the Postmaster General
may direot the publioation of the list of
non-delivered letters at any postoflios by &
written list posted in some publio place, or,
when he shull deem 1t for t‘m publie inter-
est, he may direct the publication of such
list in the daily or weekly nowspaper rogn-
Iarly published within the pustottive deliv-
ery which hag the largoat cireulation within
such delivery; and where no dwtly paper is
published within ' the postoffice delivery,
such list may be published in the duily
newspaper of any adjoining delivery having
the largest eirculntion within delivery
of the postoffice publishing the 7 und in
oasa of dispute as Lo the circulation vl com-
peting newapapers, the postmaster shull re-
ceive evidenos snd decide upon the facr.
Such list shull ba published as freguently
as the Postmaster General may deem pro-
per, but not oftener than ozce & week.

Sgc, 189. That the list of non-delivered
letters addressed to peraons foreign born
may be published i a newspaper printed
in the language most used by them, which
shall be selected in the manner prescribed
in the preeeding section,

Skc, 190. That nnder such regulations as
the Postmaster Genoral may presoribe, all
postmasters are hereby Authorized to regis-
ter, in the manner prescribed by Isw, but
without payment of any registration fee, all
letters contdining fractionsl or other cur-
rency of the United States, which ehall be
by them seut by mail to the Treasurer ot
the United Statea for redemption; and it
shall be the daty of the postmaster at the
city of Washington, in the Distriet of Co-
hlmbu, to register, in lil’xq manner, withont

2o, 2 new
returned for currency redeemed, which shall

be received by him from the snid Tressurer,
in sealed prgu. marked with the word

'TUESDAY, OC

re| i 0
said Treasurer. RS i S

Skc, 191 That every postmaster shall
poat, in n conspicuons placs it bis otfics, &
copy of ench lisg of non-delivered Jotters im-
mediately after 18 publication.

See. 192 Thut the comwpensation for pub-
Tishing the list of non-delivered letters shull
in no case exceed one ceut for edch letter so
published.

Sgc. 193, That all letters published as
ndu-deliverad shall be “charged with one
ceut in addition to the regular postage, to
be accounted for aa part of the postal Tev-
eune,

Sgc. 194 That the Postmaster General
may regniate the period during which un-
detivered lotters shall remam n any post-
office, and when thyy shall be returned to
the deutletter office; and he mey make
regulations for their return from the dead-
letter office to the writers, when they can
uot be delivered to the parties addressed.

Skc. 195, That all domestic letters,. de-
porited in any postoflice for mailing, on
which the postago is wholiy unpaid or paid
less than one full rate a3 required by law,
excopt letters lawfully fres, and duly eerti-
ticd letters of soldiers, sailors und marioes,
in the serviee of the United Stuts, sball be
sent by the postmuster to the desd-letter
uffee in Washington; provided, that in large
eitivs il adjucent districts of dease popu-
lution buving two or wore postofices with-
in n distance of three nules of encl other,
uny letter maoiled ot one of such offioos and
addressed to n locality within the delivery
of another of such oflices, which alinll bave
beon ioadvertently prepsid st the drop or
local lettor rute of postage ouly, may e for-
warded to its destinution through the
proper ottice, charged with the smonnt of
th¥ deficient postuge, to be collected on de-
livery

.
196, That the dead letters containing
valusbin invlosures shall be registered in
the dead letter office; and when thoy can
vot be dolivered to the party addressed nor
to the writer, the contonts thercof shall ho
dispused of, and & carefol acoount shall be
kept of the awount realized in cach case,
wlhich shull be subject to reclamation by
sither the party wddressed or the sender,
for four years from the registry thercof; snd
all other festers of velue or of importance
to the party addréssed or to the writer, and
which ean not be returned to either, shall
be disposed of 85 the Postmaster Genersl
way direet,

Sk 197, That the action of the Postofice
Department respecting foreign dead lotters
shall bo subjoct to conventional stipulations
with the respective forcign administrations,

Ske. 198, That when the writer of an
lotter on whiclythe postage is prepaid shall
indorss opan the outside thercof his name
and wddress, sach letrer shall not be adver-
tisud. but after remaining uncalled for at
the oflics to which it is directed thirty days,
or the tims the writer may divect, shall bo
veturned to him without additional charge
for postage, aud if not then delivered, shall
be treated as a dead letter,

See. 199, That prepaid and free lotters
shall be forwarded from cne postotlive to
unother, at the requokt of the party ad-
dressed, without additional coharge for
postage.

Sec. 200, That all the waters of the Uni-
ted States shall be post vonds during the

the mnil is carried  thereon, as pro-
1in section two hundred and nineteen.
201, That all railways and parts of
y8 which are now or hereafter may
be put in operation ave hereby declared to’
be post rouds.

Suc, 22 That all canals during the time-
the wail is cartded thereon are hereby de-
clared to be post ronds,

Ske. 203, That all plank roads during the
time the mail is carried thereon are herveby
declaved to be post ronds,

Seo. 204, That the rond on which the
mail is carried to supply any court housae
which wiay be without a mail, as provided
in section two hundred and sixtesn, and the
road on which the mail is curried, under
seotion two hundred and twenty-one, pro-
viding for extendiog the liue of posts, shall,
during the time such mail is carrvied there-
on, by post rouds.

Sug, 205, That all letter carrice routes es-
tablished in any city vr town, for the col-
lection and delivery of wail matter by car-
riers, aro heroby declared to be post roads.

See, 206, That when there is wore than
one road betwern places designated by law
for a post road, the Pestmaster General®
way direer which shull bo considered the
post road,

S, 207, That the Postmaster General
muy chango the lerminns of post roads
connecting with or intersecting railways
when the service can be thereby improved.

See, 208, That whenever. in the opinion
of tho Postmmaster (enersl, the pustal ser-
vies can not he salely continued, the rev-
oties volleeted, or the laws maintuined on
post road, he may discontinue the ser-
s on such foud or any part thervol until
anie can be asfely restored. .

% Thut the Yostmuster General
may, when he decms it milvisuble, contract
for the transportation of the mails to aod
from any poestoflice; but where such servics
i performed over a routo *vot estublished
by fiew, i shall be his duty to report the
saroe to Congress at its menting next there-
after, and said service shall coase at the
end of the next session ob Congress, unless
saiil route §s estullisherl a8 » post route by
Congresa.

SEe. 200, That the Postmnstor General
shall arraoge the raiflwey routes on whicli
the mail is carried, including those in which
the service is purtly by rallway and partly
by steamboat, into threo classes, secording
toy thie size of the mails, the speed 4t which
they nre carried, and the frequency and im-
portance of the servi g0 that each ruil-
way vowpany shall reeeive, as far as proo-
ticable, a proportionate and just rate of
compensition, pecording to the service per-
forme

I. That the pay for curring the
muil on any railway ol the firet cluss shall
nof exceed thres hundreed dollurs per milo
por annum; b uny railway of the second
elass it sinll not exceed ons hnndred d
lars per wile poraonum; and onany raflw
of the third class it shull not exceed @ity
dollars per mile per sunam; bat i nllc-hufl
the seevice on nny fhilway 18 required to he
performed in the night time, the Postmastor
General oy v twenty five per centom
ddition to the above waximum rates,

Ske. 212, That if the Postmaster Genernl
ia unable to contract for carrying the mail
on uny railwiay route at a compensation not
excoading the muximum rates herein pro-
vided, or what he may deom & reasons-
ble and tair compenzation, he niny sepurate
the letter wail from the other mail, and
contract, either with or without advertis-
ing, for carrying such letter mail by hiorse
express or otherwise, at the grestest speed
thnt ecan rissonably be obtained, sud for
carrying the other mail in wagons, or other-
wise, at a slower rate of spacd.

8. 23, Thav every rallway company
carrying the mail shall earry on any train
which way run over its road, and withount
extrs charge thevefor, all mailuble matter
directed to bo carried therson, with the
person in eharge of the sawms,

Se¢. 214, That all railway companies to
which the United States have furnishied aid
by grant oF lands, right of way, or other-
wise, ghall earry the muil at such prices as
Congress may by law provide; and, until
such price is fixed by law, the Postmastor
General may fix the rate of compensation.

LG, Thut the Postmastor Genoral shall
provide for earrying the muil on all post
ronde eatal ied Ly law, as often as he,
baving due regard to productiveness and
other circumetanees, may think proper.

Sge. 216, That the Postmaster General
shull cause o mail to be carried from the
pearest postoffics on any estublished post
road t the courthonse of any county in the
United Stutes which is without s mail,

Sge. R17. That the Postmaster (General
may contract for carrying the mail on the
navigable cawils of #ho several States,
when, in bis opinion, the public interest or
convenienee requires if,

Sec. 218, That the Postmaster General
may contract for carrying the mail on sny
plank road in the United States, when the
public interest or convenienes requires it. .

Skc. 219. That the Postmaster General
may eause the mail to be carried in any
steamboat or other vessel used a8 o packes
on any of the waters of the United' States.

Sec. 240, That the Postmuster General
may, if he deem it for the public interest,
m{e contracis for any period not exceed-
ing ono year, for carrying the mail in steam-
ahipe between any of the ports of the Unired
Stutes,

Sec. 221, That the Postmaster General

may enter into dontruh:éo‘rdx . the
lineofmw‘% to

not on apy este ed route, and, ss a.
compH n for carrying the mail under

uch conteacts, allow not excceding
tymﬂxird‘n-’uf“’th':?sh paid_to the poat-

master at such epecial offices.

Sec. 222 That the master of any. vessel
of the United States, bound: from any port
therein to uny foreign port, or from any
foreign port to any port of the United
States, shall, before clearance, receive on
board and sécurely convey all such muils as
the Postoflide Department, or any diplomat-
io or consulur. officer of the United States,
abroad, shail offer; aud he shall promptly
deliver the same, on arriving st the port ot
destination, to the proper oftiver, for which
he shall receive two cents for c\'er; lotter
so delivered: and upon the entry of every
such vessel reéturning from any foreign
port, the waster thereof shiall make oath ox
affirmation that be has promptly delivered
all the mail placed on board gaid vessel be-
fore elearance from the United States; wnd
if Lio shull fail to wake sucl oath or afitrma-
tion, the sxid veszel shall not be entitled to
the privileges of u vesssl of the United
Stutes,

123, Thav the master of any ateam-
ng between poris or places in
ed States, and mrriving at any
such port or pince whers there is a post-
otlice, sl deliver to the postmaster, with-
in three hours after his arrival, if in the
doytime, and it at night, within two
hours affer the next suorise, and letters
uud prekets brought by him, or within bis
power ar conttol and not rejating to the
enrigo, nlddressed to or destined tor such
port or place, for which he shall receive
from the postmuster two cents for eaoh let-
ter or packet so delivered, npless the same
is carried under o contract for carrying the
wail; and for every failure to s0 deliver
such letters and packets, the master or
owner of suid steambout shall forfeit and
pay one hundred sad fifty dollars,

Suee. 226 That the Postmaster Generdl
muy pay, to the master or owner of any ves-
sel not regularly employed in earrying the
wail, two cents for ench lettor enrvied by
such vessel betwoen ports or places in the
United Stutes, or froma any foreign port to
any portin tha United States; buv all such
fetters shitll be deposited m the postoffice
at the port of arrival,

See. 225, That any person whoshall paint,
print or in any watter plica upon or attach
o any stewmbont  or other vessel, or
any atage couch or other wvehicle, not aet-
uully used in carrving the wmail, the words
* United States mail,” orany words, letters,
or charpcters of like import; any person
who shall give notics, by publishing in any
uewspeper or otherwise, that any stean-
boat or other vessol, or any stage coach or
other vehicle, is used in carrying the mail,
when the same is not wetnally so uked,
every person so offending, or willfully aid-
ing or ubetting thevein, shall, on conviction
thersof, for every snen offense, forfeit and
pay not less than one bundred dollars nor
mors than five hundred dollars,

Ske. 226, That every route agent, postal
clerk, or other carrier of the mail shall re-
ceive any mail matter presented to him, if
properly prepaid by stamps, snd deliver
the same for mailing at the next postofliice
st which he arrives; buot no fees shall be
allowed him therefor. [

SEC. 227, That any person concerned in
carrying the mail, who shall collect, re-
ceive, or earry any letter or pavket, or
cause or procure the same to be done, con-
trary to law, ehall, on econviction thervof,
for every such offense, forfeit and pay not
exceading fifty dollurs.

Se¢. 228, That no person shall establish
any private express for the conveyance of
letters or packels, or in any manoer oauss
or provide for the conveysnce of the same
by rogulur trips or at stated periods, over
any post route which is or may be estab-
lin-hw.l by law, or from any city, town or
place to other uitlv, town or place be-
tween wh the mail is regularly enrried;
and evgry harson so oftending, or alding or
assisting tuerein, shall, for each offense,
forfeit and pay one haodred and filly
dollars.
Sec. 220, That the owner of every stage-
1, railway ear. stcamboat, or other
vebicle or vessel, whiclo shall, with the
knowledge of any owner, in whols or in
part, or with the kuowledge or connivance
of the driver, condn ‘tor, master, or other
person having char . of the same, convey
any person acting or cmployed as a private
exprees lor the conyeyance of letters or
puckets, and setunlly iu possession of the
same for the purp we of conveying them
contrary to the spirit, true intent, and
meaning of this law, shall, for every such
offenke, forteit and pay one hundred and
tifty dollars.

Si¢. 230, That no person shall transmit
by private expreas or other unlawfnl means,
w deliver to any sgent of such nnlawful
express, or deposit, or cause to be deposited,
at any sppuinted place, for the purpose of
being transwmitted, any letter or packet,
and for every snch éffense the party so of-
fending shall forfeit and pay thity dollars,

Sk, 231, That nostage coach, v lway cur,
atenmbout, or othor vehicle or ve, -ul which
regularly performs trips at stated poriods
oncany post-route, or irom any city, town,
of place to any other eity, town or placs
between which the wail i€ regularly car-
ried, shall carry, otherwise than in the
mail, any lofters or packets, except such as
relate to some part of the cargo of such
steamboat or other veasel, or tosume artiole '
curried at the same time by the same stage
coucl, railway ear or other vehicle, except
as provided in seetion two hundred and
thirty nine; and for every such offense the
owner of the stage coach, railway car,
steambost or other vehicle or vessel shall
forfeit and pay ons hundred dollars; and
the driver, conduotor, master or other per-
son haviog chargs thereof, and not at the
time owner of the whole or any part there-
of, shall in like manner forfeit and pay for
evory such offense tifty dollars.

Seo. 232, That no person shall carry any
lettar or pueket on board any vessel which
earrita the mal otherwise than in such
wail, except s provided in section two
bandred and thirty-nine: and for avery
stich oifense thie party offending shall for-
fuit and pay fifty dollurs.

Sk, 233, That o veasel departing from tho
United States for any foreign pert shail re-
ceive on bourd or convey any lotter or
prekot originating in the United States
which has not beon regularly reccivod from
the postoflieo at the port of departure, and
whicl dues not relute to the ¢drgo of gaid
vassel, except a8 provided in scotion two
hundred and thirty-nine, and every ool
Iector, or other officer of the port (-.m;_mw-
ered to grant clearances, shall regoire from
the master of such vessel, 25 a condition of
clearance, an oath or aflicmation, that he
hus not received on board, hus not under
his care or control, and will not receive or
convey any lettar or packet contrary te the
provigions of this section,

Sec. 234, That no vesscl arriving within
any port or collaetion district of the United
States shall be allowed to muke entry or
Ereak bulk until all letters on board ara de-
livered at the nearcst postofiice, and the
master thereof has signed and sworn to the
following declaration, before the collector
or other proper customs officer:

“1, A. B., master of the , ArTIVIDG
from ,and now Iying in the port of
, do wolemuly swear (or affirm) that I
have, to the best of my knowledgo and be-

lief, delivered, st the postofiice at X
every letter, and every big, packet or

aree]l  of  letters,  which wera on
Luurd the said vesael duaring hier last voy-
wze, or which were in my possession or un-
der my power or eontrol.”

Aud any master who shall break buik
befors e liss delivered such letters shall,
on convigtion thereof, forfeit not exceeding
one bundred dollars for every such offénse,
one-hall to the officer making the seizurs
aud tho other to the use of the United
States. s

Spe. 235, That any special agent of the
Poatoflice Department, when instructed by
the Postmaster Genersl to make examing-
tions aud seizares, and the collector or
other customs officer of any port without
special instructions, shall oarefully search
all veseels for lettérs which may be on
bourd or which have bétn conveyed con-
trary tolaw.

Skc. 230, That any special ngent of the
Postofice Department, collector, or other
customs officer, or United States marshal or
bis deputy, may at all times seizo all lettora
.and bags, th oraparcels, g lot-
ters which are being carried contrary to

brought ngainst on for sending ox
earrying mighlecfers, S S
W s
seized by any special agent of the P
Departm :;mmmrm v

cer, or United States marabal or his depu-
ﬁe_-‘,el; which any letter is unlawfully con-
cealed, ghall be forfcited to the United
States, and the sawe rfpum-edx ings may bo
had to enforee the forfeiture as are anthor-
ized in respect to goods, wares and mer-
chandisg forfeited for violation of the rev-
enuo Inws; and all laws for the benefit and
proteation of customs officers making £eiz-
ures for violating seid revevuo laws shall
apply to officers waking seizures for vio-
lating the postal lawe, . :

Sre. 28 That nothing herein contained
ghill be constried to prohibit the conyey-
nuee or transmission of lattera or packets-
by private bands without compensation, or
by epecial messenger employed for the piar-
ticular oooasion only. 3

Sec. 239, That ‘all lotters inclosed in
stamped envelopes (tho postage stawp in
every ocase being of a denomination suffi-
cient to cover the postage that would be
chargeabls thereon if the some wore
stat by mail) may be aent, conveyed
and delivered otherwise than by mail,
provided such envelops shall ba dualy di-
rected nhd properly senled, so that the let-
ter can not be taken therefrom withont de-
fucing the envelope, and the date,of the
letter. or of the transmission or receipt
thereof shall be written or stamped upon
the envelope.  Hut the Postmaater General
may suspend the oporation, of this seotion
apon any mail route where the publio inter-
est mny require such suspension.

Sec. 240, That when the amount of
wail matter to be carried on any mail
route is so great s to serionsly retard
the progress or endsnger the  security
of the letter mail, or muterially inorense
the cost of oearriage at the ordineary
rate of speed, the Postmnster Genersl may
fovide for the seperate carrisge of the
etter mail at the usual rate of speed, but-
the other mail matter shall not be delayed
any more than is abeolntely neccssary,
having dne regurd to the cost of expe-
dition and the means &t his disposal for ef-
feoting the sume.,

Sew. 241 That sany person who shall
knowingly and willfully obstruot or retard
the passage of the mail, or any onrrisge,
horde, driver, or carrier earrring the same,
shull, on couviction thereof, for svery such.
offense, forfeit and pay mot exceoding one
huudred doliars.

Sec. 212, That any ferryman who shall
delay the passage of the mail by willful
negléct or refusal to transport the same
aoross any ferry shall, for every ten minnwes-
such mail may be so delayed, forfeit and
pay ten dollars. .

SEC, 243, That before making any contraat
for earrying the mail, other thun those bore-
inufter excepted, the Postmaster General
shiall give publie notice by adyertising onee
o week for six wecks in one or more, not
exoeeding five, newspapers published in the
Steto or Territory whore the servics is to
be performed, one of which shall be pub-
lished at the séat of government of snch’
State or Territory: nod such notien shall de-
seribe the ronte, the time at which the pail
is to be made up, the time &t which it Eto
bo delivered, and the frequenoy of the ser-
vice; and the Postmaster General shall di-
root, by special order in each case, the news-
papers in which mail-lettings, or otber pro-
posals relative to the business of his De -
wment, shall be advertised; and no publisher
shiall bo paid for such advertisonients with-
out having been requestod by the Post-
muater General to publish the same.

Seo. 244, That proposals for cnrrgnx the
mail shall be delivered sealed, nnd®o kept
until the bidding is closed, and shall then
bg opened and marked in the presence
of the Postmuster General and . one
of the Assistant Postmasters Genoral,
or of two of the Aesistunt Postmasters
Genernl, or of any other two officers of the
Department, to bo designated by tho Post-
master General; und any bidder may with-
draw his bid st any time befors twenty-
four Lours previous to the time fixed for
the opening of proposuls, by serving upon
the Postmanster General, or the Second As-
sistant Postmaster General, notice in writ-
ing of such withdrawal.

Sue. 245, That every proposal for earry-
ing the mail ehall be sccompanied by'a
written guarantes, signed by oneor.more
responsible persons, and undertaking that,
within suoh time after the bid is acoepted
a8 the Postmaster General may preseribe,
the bidder will enter into an obligation,
with good and suflicient sureties, to perform
the service proposed; snd no proposals
shall bo considered unless accompanied by
suoh gunranteo.

Skc, 245, Thut each bid for earrying the
mail shull herenfter have affixed toﬁ. the
oath of tho bidder, taken before an officer
qualificd to administer oaths that he
has the ability peeuniarily to fulfil
hi# obligations, und that the bid ia made
in good faith and with the intention to
enter into contriet and perform the serviee,
in vase his bid shull be accepted; and that
the signatures of his guarantors wrs gen-
uine, nud that he believes said gusrantors
pecuniarily responsible for and able to
pay all damages the United States shall
guffer by resson of the bidder's failing to
perform his obligations ns such bidder,

Sec. M7, That any posimaster or other
offiver of the Postoffice Department who-
shull affix his signature to the certificate of
sutliciency of guarantora or sureties before
the guaranty or contract is signed by the
guarantors or sureties, or shull knowingl
make auy false or illusory certificate, lhnﬁ
be forthwith dismissed frow office, and
shall be deemed guilty of & misdemeanor,
and shall, on conviotion thersof, b punished
by o fine not excesding one thonsand dol-
Turs, or by imprisonment not exceeding’

ony year, or both.

Skc, 218, Lhat the Postmuster Gensral
shall have recorded, in o book to be kept
for that purpose, & true and futhful abstraot
of ull proposals mads to him for enreying
the mail, giving the nuwe of the party affer-
ing, the torms of the offer, the swm to he
puid, and the time the contract is to con-
tinue; and he shall put on file and preserye
the innla of all such proposuls.

See, 249, That all cantracts for earryin
the mail shall be in the name of the Unitcﬁ
States, und shall be awarded to ‘the lowest
bidder tendering sufficicot’ gunrantees for
faithful performance, withoun other refer- *
enco to the mode of transportation than
may be necessary to provide for the doe
celerity, certainty, aud security thereof;
but the Postmaster General ehull not be
bound to vonsider the bid of auy perdon
who hng willfully or negligently failed to
perform a former contraot, i .

Skc. 200, That no contract for earrying
the mail shall be made with uny person who
Las entered, or proposed to enter, iuto any
combination to provent the muking of any.
bid for gurrying the mail, or who has made:
any usgreewent, or given or performed, or
promised to give or perform, any considers
tion whatever to induce any other |
not to bid for any suchi contrnct: and If any
peraon so offending is.a. contractor for car-
rying the mail, his coutract musy be an-
nulled; und for the firat offenss the parson
80 offending shall be disgualitied to contract
for carrying the mail for tive yenrs, and for
|r,1n_-‘ second offense shall be forever disquali-
ied: .

Skc, 261 That after soy regalar bidderor
contructor for the tmnur«;rtulion of the
mail upon any route shall have failed to
enter into contract, amd commencs tha per
formauce thereof ns herein provided, the
Postmaster General shnl! l»mcmul to con
tract with the next lowest bidder for such
service, who will enter into s contract and

rform the same, upless the Postmaster

neral shall consider such bid top high,
in which casn he shall readyertise sucl
servico, And in all oases of regular éon-
tracts hereafter made, the contract may, in
the discretion of the Postmpster (Genoral,
be continued in furce beyond iteexpress
terms for o period not excceding wix
months, until & new contract with the
same or other contractors shull be made by
the Postinuster General. The Postmastor
General may contract, without advertiae
went, for a period not to excoed twelyve
months, for the earringe of the mail on suoh
route duriog the time that shall neccssarily .
clapse betweed the failure of either of the
aocepted bidders to enter into s contraet
and the time when the next accepted birl
der under the old or s new. advertissmont
shall enter upon his contract; and the dif-
ference between the price proposed in tho

roceedings whioh at.any time
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