
poetal revenue to the money order funds; 
and lie may transfer money order funds to 
to creditors of the Department, to be re­
placed by equivalent transfers from the 
postal revenues.

Si c. 118. That the Postmaster General 
may transfer to the postmaster at any 
money order office, by warrant on the treas­
ury, countersigned by the Auditor for the 
I’ostoffice Department, and payable out of 
the postal revenues, such sum as may be re­
quired over and above the current revenues 
at, Ins offic&do pay the money orders drawn 
upon him.

8kc. II?. That the Postmaster General 
shall require each postmaster at a money 
order office to render to the Postoffice De­
partment weekly, semi weekly, or daily ac­
counts °f all money orders issued and paid; 
of nM fees received for issuing them; of all 
transfers and payments made from money 
otffi'.r funds, and ol'all money received to 
U used lor the payment of money orders 
or on account of money order business.

Skc. 120. That the Auditor for the Post- 
office Department shall keep the accounts 
of the money order business separately, and 
in such wanner as to show the number and 
amount of money orders issued at each of­
fice, the number and amount paid, the 
..,, fees received, and all the ex

r ... cs of the money order business.
Six. 121. That all money received tor the 

sale of money orders, including all fees 
thereon, all money transferred from the 
postal revenues to the money order funds, 
all money transferred, or paid from the 
money order funds to the service of the 
Postoffice Department, and all money 
order funds transferred from one 
postmaster to another, shall he 
deemed and taken to be money order funds 
and money in the treasury of the United 
States. And it shall be the duty of the as­
sistant treasurer of the United States to 
open, at the request of the Postmaster Gen 
eral, an account of “money order funds” de­
posited by postmasters to the credit of the 
Postmaster General, and of drafts against 
the amount so deposited, drawn by him and 
countersigned by the Auditor.

Skc. 122. That any postmaster, assistant, 
• clerk or other person employed in or con­
nected with the business or operations of 
any money order office who shall convert to 
his own use, in any way whatever, or loan, 
■or deposit m any bank, or exchange for 
other funds, any portion of the money or­
der funds, shall be deemed guilty of embez­
zlement; and any such person, as well as 
every other person udvisiug or partici­
pating therein, shall, on conviction thereof, 
lor every such offense, he imprisoned for 
not less than six months nor more than ten 
years, and be lined in a sum equal to the 
amount embezzled; and any failure to pay 
over or produce any money' order funds in­
trusted to such person shall be taken to be 
prim'a facie evidence of embezzlement; and 
upon the trial of any indictment against 
any person for such embezzlement, it 
shall he prima facie evidence of 
a balance against him to produce a 
transcript from the money order aceonnt 
books of the Auditor for the Postoftieo De­
partment. But nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to prohibit any post­
master depositing, under tho direction of 
the Postmaster General, in a national bank 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for that purpose, to liis own credit as post­
master, any money order or other iunds in 
his charge, nor nrevent his negotiating 
drafts or other evidences of debt through 
such bank, or through United States dis­
bursing officers, or otherwise, when instruct­
ed or required to do so by the Postmaster 
General, lor the purpose of remitting sur­
plus money order funds from one postoffice 
to another, to he used in payment of money 
orders. That disbursing officers of the 
United States shall he required to issue, 
under regulations to be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, duplicates of 
lost cheeks drawn by them in favor of any 
postmaster on account of money order or 
■other public funds received by them from 
some other postmaster.

Se c . 123. That postmasters at money or­
der offices may ho allowed, as compensation 
for issuing and paying money orders, not 
■exceeding one-tliird of the whole amount of 
fees collected on orders issued, and one- 
fourth of one per centum on the gross 
amount of oiders paid at their respective 
offices, provided such compensation, to­
gether with the jiostmaster's salary, shall 
not exceed four thousand dollars per an­
num, except in the ease of the postmaster 
at Lew York city as hereinbefore provided.

Skc. 124. That the Postmaster General 
may pay out of the proceeds of the money 
order busiuess the cost of stationery and 
such incidental expenses as are necessary 
for the transaction of that business.

Se c . 125. That tlib Postmaster General 
may employ such an additional number oi 
clerks at money order .offices as may be nec­
essary for conducting the operations of 
the mi ney order system, who shall be paid 
out of the proceeds of the money order 
business.

Skc. 126. That for tho greater security of 
valuable mail matter, the, Postmaster Gen­
eral may establish a uniform system of re­
gistration.

Skc. 127. That mail matter shall he re­
gistered only on the application of the 
pai tv posting the same, and the fee there­
for shall not exceed twenty cents in addi­
tion to the regular postage, to be, in all 
cases, prepaid; and all such fees shall 
be accounted'for in such manner as the 
Postmaster General shall direct; pro­
vided, that letters upon the official 
business of the Postoffice Department which 
require registering shall be registered free 
of charge, and pass through the mails free 
of charge.

Skc. 128. That a receipt shall be taken 
unon the delivery of any registered mail 
matter, showing to whom and when the 
namo was delivered, which shall ho re­
turned to the sender, and he received in the 
courts as prima facie evidence of such de­
livery.

Skc. 129. That tho Postoffice Department, 
or its revenue, shall not he liable lor tho 
loss of any registered mail matter.

Sec. 130. That mailable mutter shall bo 
divided into three class: first, letters; sec­
ond, regular printed matter; third, miscel­
laneous matter)

S kc. 131. That mailable matter of the first 
class shall embrace all correspondence, 
wholly or partly in writing, except book 
manuscripts and corrected proof sheets 
passing between anthers and publishers.

Sec . 132. That mailable matter of the 
second class shall embrace all matter ex­
clusively in print, and regularly issued at 
Btated periods from a known office of pub­
lication, w ithout addition by writing, mark, 
or sign. 1

Se c . 133. That mailable matter of the 
third class shall embrace all pamphlets, oc­
casional publications, transient news­
papers, magazines, handbills, posters, un­
sealed circulars, prospectuses, books, book 
manuscripts, •proof sheets, corrected proof 
sheets, maps, prints, engravings, blanks, 
flexible patterns, samples of merchandise 
not exceeding twelve ounces in weight, 
sample cards, phonographic paper, letter 
envelopes, postal envelopes and wrappers, 
cards, plain and ornamental paper, photo­
graphic representations of different types, 
seedB, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and all 
other matter which may be declared mail­
able by law, and all other articles not above 
tho weight prescribed by law, wbieh are 
not, 1'nWn their form or nature, liable to de­
stroy, deface or otherwise injure the con­
tents of the mail bag or the person of any 
ono engaged in the postal service. All 
liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials 
and obscene hooks shall he excluded from 
the mails, All matter of the third class, 
excepting hooks and other printed matter, 
book manuscripts, proof sheets and correct­
ed proof sheets, shall not exceed twelve 
ounces iu weight, and all matter of the 
third class shall be subject to examination 
and to rates of postage as hereinafter pro­
vided. Samples of metals, ores and miner­
al ogival specimens shall not exceed twelve 
ounces in weight, and shall be subject to ex­
amination and to rates of postage as herein- 
alter provided.

Sec. 134. That no package weighing more 
than four pounds shall be received for con­
veyance by mail, except books published or 
circulated bv order of Congress.

Sec. 135. 'That the Postmaster General 
shall furnish to tho postoffices exchanging 
mails with foreign countries, and to such 
other offices as he may deem expedient, 
postal balances denominated in grams of 
the metrio system, fifteen grams of which 
shall be the equivalent, for postal pur­
poses, of one-half ounoes avoirdupois, and 
so on in progression.

Skc. 136. That the Postmaster General 
may prescribe by regulation the manner of 
wrapping and securing for the mails all 
matter not charged with letter postage nor

lawfully franked, so that it may he conve­
niently examined by postmasters; and if 
not so wrapped and secured, it shall be sub­

ject to letter postage.
Sec. 137. That postmasters at the office 

of delivery may remove the wrappers and 
envelopes from mail matter not charged 
with letter postage nor lawfully franked, 
when is can be done without de­
stroying them, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether there is upon or con­
nected with such matter anything which 
would authorize or require the charge of a 
higher rate of postage thereon.

Se c . 138. That no newspapers shall be re­
ceived to be cont eyed by mail unless they 
are sufficiently dried and inclosed in proper 
wrappers.

Sec. 1119. That where packages of news­
papers or other periodicals are received at 
at a postoffice, directed to one address, the 
names of the subscribers to whom they 
belong, with the postage lor a quarter iu 
advance, is handed to the postmaster, he 
shall deliver such papers or periodicals to 
their respective owners.

Se c . 140. That postmasters shall notify 
the publisher of aDy newspaper or other 
periodical, when any subscriber shall re­
fuse to take the sumo from the office, or 
neglect to call for it lor the period of one 
month.

Sec . 111. That publishers of newspapers 
and periodicals ma.y print or write, upon 
their publications sent to regulat sub­
scribers, the addresa of the subscriber, and 
the date when the subscription expires, and 
may inclose therein bills and receipts for 
subscription thereto, without snbjectin 
such publication to extra postage.

Sec. 142. That any person who shall in­
close or conceal auy letter, memo­
randum or other thing in any mail 
matter not charged, with letter post­
age, or make any writing or memoran­
dum thereon, and deposit, or cause the 
same to ho deposited, for conveyance by 
mail at a less rate than letter postage, 
shall, for every such offense, forfeit and 
pay five dollars, and such mail matter or 
inelosure shall not be delivered until the 
postage is paid thereon at letter rates; hut 
no extra postage shall be chargedfor a card 
printed or impressed upon an envelope or 
wrapper.

Skc. 143. That contractors or mail car­
riers may convey, out of the mail, news­
papers for sale or distribution to sub­
scribers.

Se c . 144. That tho Postmaster General 
may provide by order the terms upon which 
route agents may receive from publishers 
or any news agents in charge thereof, and 
deliver the same as directed, if presented 
and called for at the mail car or steamer, 
packages of newspapers and other period­
icals not received from, or intended for de­
livery at aDy postoffice.

Se c . 145. That any postmaster who shall 
unlawfully detain in his office any letter or 
other mail matter, the posting oi: which is 
not prohibited by law, with intent to pre­
vent the arrival and delivery of the same 
to tho person to whom it is addressed, shall, 
on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay not 
exceeding live hundred dollars, and be im­
prisoned not exceeding six months, aud he 
shall be forever thereafter incapable of 
holding the office of postmaster.

Sec . 146. That any person employed in 
any department of the postal service, who 
shall unlawfully detain, delay, or open any 
letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters in­
trusted to-him, or which shall have come 
into his possession, and which was intended 
tc be conveyed by mail, or carried or de­
livered by any mail carrier, mail messen­
ger, route agent, letter-carrier, or other 
person employed in any department of the 
postal service, or forwarded through or de­
livered from any postoffice or branch post- 
office established by authority of the Post­
master General; any such person who shall 
secrete, embezzle or destroy any such let­
ter, packet, bag or mail of letters as afore­
said, which shall not contain any security 
for or assurance relating to money or other, 
thing of value, every such person shall, on 
conviction thereof, for every such offense, 
forfeit and pay a penalty of not exceeding 
live hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both, at the discre­
tion of the court.

Sec. 147. That any person who shall take 
any letter, postal card, or packet which 
shall not contain any article of value or 
evidence thereof out of a postoffice or 
branch postoffice, or from a letter or mail- 
carrier, or which has been in any postoffice 
or branch postoffice, or in the custody of 
any letter or mail carrier, before it shall 
have been delivered to the person to whom 
it was directed, with a design to obstruct 
the correspondence or pry into the business 
or secrets of another, or shall secrete, em­
bezzle or destroy tho same, shall, on convic­
tion thereof, for every such offense, forfeit 
and pay a penalty not exceeding five hun­
dred dollars, or he imprisoned at hard labor 
not exceeding one year, or both, at the dis­
cretion of the court.

Se c . 148. That no obscene book, pamphlet, 
picture, print or other publication of a vul­
gar or indecent character, or any letter 
upon the envelop of which, or postal card 
upon which scurrilous epithets may have 
been written or printed, or disloyal devices 
printed or engravq(, shall be carried in tbe 
mail; and any person who shall knowingly 
deposit, or cause to be deposited, for mail­
ing or for delivery, any such obscene pub­
lication shall bo deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, 
for every such offense, be fined not more than 
five hundred dollars, or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both, according to 
the circumstances snd aggravation of the 
offense..

S ec. 149. That it shall not be lawful to 
convey by mail, nor to deposit in a post- 
office to he sent by mail, any letters or cir­
culars concerning illegal lotteries, so-called 
gilt concerts, or other similar enterprises 
offering prizes, or concerning schemes 
devised and intended to deceive and de­
fraud the public for the purpose of obtain­
ing money under false pretenses) and a 
penalty ot not more than five hundred dol- 
ars nor less than one hundred dollars, with 

costs of prosecution, is hereby imposed 
upon conviction, in any federal court, of the 
violation-of this section.

Skc. 150. That postage tin all mail matter 
must, bo prepaid by stamps at the time of 
mailing, unless herein otherwise provided 
for.

Skc. 151. That all mail matter deposited 
for mailing, on which at least one full rate 
of postage has been paid as required by 
law, shall be forwarded to its destination, 
charged with the unpaid rate, to be collect­
ed on delivery.

SeC. 152. That if any mail matter, on 
which by law the postage is required to be 
prepaid at the mailing office, shall by inad­
vertence reach its destination without such 
prepayment, double the prepaid rates shall 
be charged and oollected on delivery.

Skc. 153. That no mail matter shall be de­
livered until* the postage due thereon has 
been paid.

Skc. 154. That bo box at any postoffice 
shall be assigned to the use of any person 
until the rent thereof has been paid for at 
least one quarter in advance, for which the 
postmaster shall give a receipt.

Sec. 155. That the Postmaster General 
may provide by regulation lor transmitting 
unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, 
sailors and marines in the service of the 
United States to their destination.

SEC. 156. That on all mail matter which 
is wholly or partly in writing, except book 
manuscripts and corrected .proofs passing 
between authors and publishers and local 
or dron letters: on all printed matter which 
is so marked as to convey any other or fur­
ther information than is conveyed by the 
original print, except the correction of 
mere typographical errors; on all matter 
which is sent m violation of law or the 
regulations of the department respecting 
inclosures; and on all matter to which no 
specific rate of postage is assigned, postage 
shall be charged at the rate of three cents 
lor eaoh half ounce or fraction thereof.

Sec. 157. That letters commonly known 
as drop or local letters, delivered through 
the postoffice or its carriers, shall be charged 
with postage at the rate of two cents where 
the system of free delivery is established, 
and one cent where such system is not es­
tablished, for each half-ounce or fraction 
thereof.

Sec . 158.' That on newspapers and other 
periodical publications, not exceeding four 
ounces in weight, sent from a known office 
of publication to regular subscribers, post­
age shall be charged at the following rates 
per quarter, namely: ou publications issued 
less frequently than once a week, at the 
rate of one cent for each issue; issued once 
a week, five cents; and live cents additional 
for each issue more frequent than once a 
week. And an additional rate shall be

charged for each additional four ounces or 
fraction thereof in weight.

Sec. 159. That on newspapers and other 
periodicals sent from a known office of pub­
lication to regnlar subscribers, the postage 
shall be paid before delivery, for not less 
than one quarter, nor more than one year; 
which payment may be made either at tbe 
office of mailing or delivery, commencing 
at any time; and the postmaster shall ac­
count for said postage in the quarter in 
which it is received.

Sec. 160. That the Postmaster General 
may provide by regulations for carrying 
small newspapers, issued less frequently 
than once a week, in packages to one ad­
dress, from a known office of publication to 
regular suffiieribers, at the rate of one cent 
for each t* r  ounces or fraction thereof.

Sec. 161. That persons known as regular 
dealers in newspapers and periodicals may 
receive and transmit by mail such quanti­
ties of either as they may require, and pay 
the postage thereon as received, at the same 
rates, pro rata, as regular subscribers to 
such publications who pay quarterly in ad­
vance.

Sec . 162. That the Postmaster General 
may prescribe, by regulation, an affidavit, 
in lorrn, to be taken by the publisher, or by 
the clerk, agent, or servant of the pub­
lisher, ot any newspaper or other period­
ical' which may by iaw be sent to regular 
subscribers without prepayment of postage 
at tbe mailing office, to the effect that 
neither he nor any other proprietor, clerk, 
agent, or employe within his knowledge 
will send, cause or permit to be eentthrough 
the mail, without prepayment by postage 
stamps, any copies of such newspaper or 
other periodical (naming it) except to bona 
tide and regular subscribers thereto; and 
if any such newspaper or othpr periodical 
shall be thus unlawfully sent, with the 
knowledge or consent of such proprietor, 
or his agent, clerk, servant in charge of 
such business, or if such affidavit shall, 
whenrequiredbyt.be Postmaster General 
or any special agent of the Postoffice De­
partment, be refused, the person guilty of 
the offense, or refusing to make the affida­
vit, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars in 
each case.

Sec . 163. That on mailable matter of the 
third class, except as herein stated, post­
age shall be charged at the rate, of one cent 
for each two ounces or fraction thereof. 
Double these rates shall be charged for 
books, samples of metals, ores, minerals 
and merchandise.

Skc. 164. That packages of woolen, cot­
ton or linen clothing, not exceeding two 
pounds in weight, may be sent through the 
mail to auy non-commissioned officer or 
private in the army of the United States, 
if prepaid, at the rate of one cent for each 
one ounce or fraction thereof, subject to 
such regulation as the Postmaster General 
may prescribe.

Sec . 165. That the rate ot United States 
postage on mail matter sent to or received 
from foreign countries with which different 
rates have not been established by postal 
convention or other arrangement, when 
forwarded by vessels regularly em­
ployed in transporting the mail', shall 
be ten cents for each half ounce or 
fraction thereof on letters, unless re­
duced by erder of tbe Postmaster General; 
two cents each on newspapers; and nut ex­
ceeding two cents per each two ounces, or 
fraction thereof, ou pamphlets, periodicals, 
books and other printed matter, which 
postage shall be prepaid on matter sent 
and collected on matter received; and to 
avoid loss to the United States in the pay­
ment of balances, the Postmaster General 
may collect the unpaid postage’ on letters 
from fqreign countries in coin or its equiva­
lent.

Sec. 166. That all letters conveyed by 
vessels not regularly employed in carrying 
tbe mail shall, if ior delivery’ within the 
United States, be rated with double postage, 
to cover the fee paid to the vessel.

Sec. 167. That for the purpose of making 
better postal arrangements with foreign 
countries, or to counteract their adverse 
measures affecting our postal intercourse 
with them, the Postmaster General, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Presi­
dent, may negotiate and conclude postal 
treaties or conventions, and may reduce or 
increase the rates of postage ou mail mat­
ter conveyed between tbe United States and 
foreign countries.

Se c . 163. That tbe Postmaster General 
shall prepare postage stamps of suitable 
denominations, which, when attached to 
mail matter, shall be evidence of the pay­
ment of the postage thereon.

Sec. 169. That the Postmaster General 
shall provide suitable letter and newspaper 
envelopes, with such water marks or other 
guard 8 against counterfeits as he may deem 
expedient, and with postage stamps with 
such device and of such suitable denomina­
tions as he may direct impressed thereon; 
and the said envelopes shall be known as 
“stamped envelopes,” and shall be sold, as 
nearly as may be, at the cost of procuring 
them, with the addition of the value of the 
postage stamps impressed thereon; but no 
stamped envelop furnished by the govern­
ment shall contain any lithographing or 
engraving, aDd no printing except a.printed 
request to return the letter to tho writer; 
and letters and papers inclosed in them 
(the postage stamp in every case being of a 
denomination sufficient to cover the post­
age properly chargeable thereon) shall pass 
in the mail as prepaid matter.

Se c . 170. That to facilitate letter cor­
respondence and provide for the trans­
mission of tbe mails, at a reduced rate 
of postage, of messages, orders, notices, 
and other short communications, either 
printed or written in pencil or ink, the Post 
master General shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to furnish and issue 
to the public, with postage stamps im­
pressed upon them, “postal cards,” manu­
factured of good stiff' paper, of such quali­
ty, form, and size as he shall deem best 
adapted for general use; which cards shall 
be used as a means of postal intercourse, 
under rules and regulations to be pre­
scribed by the Postmaster General, and 
when so used shall bo transmitted through 
the mails at a postage charge of one cent 
each, including the cost of their manufac­
ture.

Skc. 171. That the Postmaster General 
may, front time to time, adojit such improve­
ments in postage stamps and stamped en­
velopes as he may deem advisable; and 
when any such im’provement is adopted it 
shall bo subject to all the provisions herein 
respecting postage stamps or stamped en­
velopes.

Sec . 172. That postage stamps and 
stamped envelopes shall bo furnished by 
the Postmaster General to all postmasters, 
and shall be kept for sale at all postoffices; 
and each postmaster shall be held accounta­
ble for all such stamps and envelopes fur­
nished to him. (

Sec. 173. That postage stamps and 
stamped envelopes may be sold at a dis­
count to certain designated agents, who will 
agree to Bell again without discount, under 
rules to be prescribed by the Postmaster Gen­
eral; but the quantities of each sold to any­
one agent at oue time shall not exceed one 
hundred dollars in value, and the discount 
shall not exceed five per centum on the face 
value of tbe 6tamps, nor tbe same per 
centum on the current price ot the envel­
opes when sold in less quantities.

Se c . 174. That postage stamps shall not 
be sold for any larger sum than the value 
indicated on their face, nor stamped envel­
opes for more than is charged therefor by 
the Postoffice Department for like quanti­
ties; and any person connected with the 
postal service wfio shall violate this pro­
vision shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall he 
fined in any sum not lees than ten nor more 
than five hundred dollars.

Sec. 175. That postage stamps affixed to 
all mail matter or the stamped envelopes in 
which the same is inclosed, when deposit­
ing for mailing or delivery, shall be defaced 
by the postmaster at the mailing office in 
such manner as tile Postmaster General may 
direct: and if any mail matter shall be for­
warded without the stamps or envelopes 
being 60 defaced, the postmaster at the 
office of delivery shall defree them, and 
report the delinquent postmaster to the 
Postmaster General.

Sec. 176. That any person employed in 
any branch of the postal service who shall 
willfully and unlawfully remove front any 
mail matter any postage stamp affixed 
thereto in payment of the postage, shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such of­
fense; be fined not more than one hundred 
dollars, or be imprisoned not more than six 
months, at the discretion of the court.

Sec. 177. That any person who shall use 
or attempt to use, in payment of the post­
age on any mail matter conveyed by mail 
or otherwise, any postage stamp or such 
stamped envelope, or any stamp cut

from any stamped envelope, which 
has been before used for a like pur­
pose, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 
And any person who shall counterfeit 
the frank of any person entitled to the 
franking privilege, or willfully utter or use 
any counterfeit frank with the intent to 
avoid the payment of postage, shall, on con­
viction thereof, be deemed guilty of amis 
demeanor, and be punished b.y a fine not 
less than fifty dollars nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not 
less than three months nor more than 
twelve months, or by both fine aud impris­
onment, in ihe discretion of the court.

Skc. 178. That any person who shall forge 
or counterfeit any postage stomp, or auy 
stamp printed upon any stamped envelope, 
postal card, or auy die, plate or engraving 
therefor; auy person who shall make, or 
print, or knowingly use or sell, or have in 
possession, with intent to use or sell, any 
such forged or counterfeited postage stamp, 
stamped envelope, postal card, die, plate, 
or engraving; auy person who shall make, 
or knowingly use or sell, or have in posses 
sion, with intent to use or sell, any paper 
hearing the water-mark of any stamped en­
velope. postal card, or auy fraudulent imita­
tion thereof; any person who shall make or 
print, or authorize or procure to be made or 
printed, auy postage stamp, stamped en­
velope, or postal card, of tbo kind author­
ized and provided by the Postoffice Depart­
ment, without the special authority and di­
rection of said Department; any person who 
shall, alter such postage stamps, stamped 
envelopes, or postal card, have been priut“d. 
and with intent to defraud the postal rev­
enue, deliver the same to any person not au­
thorized by an instrument of writing duly 
executed under the hand of the Postmaster 
General and the seal of the Postoffice De­
partment to receive them, every such per­
son shall, on conviction thereof, be 
deemed guilty of a felony, and be 
punished by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding five years, or by both fine and im­
prisonment, in the dheretion of the court.

Se c . 179. That any person who shall 
forge or counterfeit, or knowingly utter or 
use any forged or counterfeited postage 
stamp of any foreign government, shall lie 
deemed guiity of a felony, and, on convic­
tion thereof, shall be punished by imprison­
ment of not less than two nor more than 
ten years, at the discretion of tho court.

Skc. 180. That authority to frank mail 
matter is conferred upon and limited to the 
following persona:

First—The President, by himself or his 
private secretary, to cover all mail matter.

Second—The Vice President, to cover all 
mail matter.

Third—The chiefs of the several Execu­
tive Departments.

Fourth—Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates in Congress, and the Secretary of 
the Senate and Clerk of the House of Rep­
resentatives, to cover their correspondence, 
all printed matter issued by the authority 
of Congress, and all speeches, proceedings, 
and debates in Congress.

Fifth—Such principal officers of the Ex­
ecutive Departments, being heads of bu­
reaus or chief clerks, as the Postmaster 
General may by regulation prescribe, to 
cover official communications only.

Sixth—Postmasters, to cover official com­
munications to other postmasters only.

Seventh—Assessors and collectors and 
their assistants and deputies, for the inter­
change of official communications only.

And no person entitled by law to the 
franking privilege shall exercise said privil­
ege otherwise than by his written auto­
graph signature on the matter franked: 
and all mail matter not thus franked shall 
be charged with the legal rate of postage 
thereon.

Skc . 181. That the franking privilege of 
Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in 
Congress, and the Secretary of the Senate 
aud Clerk of the House, shall commence 
with the term for which they are elected, 
and expire with the first Monday of Decem­
ber following such term.

Se c . 182. That all books or publications 
which may be procured or published by or­
der of Congress shall be considered as pub­
lic documents, and may be franked as such.

Sec . 183. That the maximum weight for 
franked and free mail matter shall be four 
ounces, except petitions to Congress, con­
gressional and executive public documents, 
periodical publications interchanged be. 
tween publishers, and packages of seeds, 
cuttings, roots, and scions, the weight of. 
which latter may be fixed by regulation of 
the Postmaster General.

Se c . 184. That the following tnai! matter 
6hall he allowed to pass free iu the. mail:

First—All mail matter sent to the Presi­
dent or Vice President. °

Second — Official communications ad­
dressed to chiefs, heads of bureaus, chief 
clerks, or frankiug officer of either of the 
Executive Departments.

Third—Letters and printed matter sent 
to Senators, Representatives, or Delegates 
in Congres, the Secretary of the Senate, or 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Fourth—Petitions to Congress.
Fifth—Copyright matter to the Librarian 

of Congress, if marked on tho package, 
“copyright matter.”

Sixth—All publications sent or received 
by tbe Smithsonian Institution, marked on 
each package, “Smithsonian Exchange.**

Seventh—Newspapers, periodicals, and 
magazines reciprocally interchanged be­
tween publishers, and not exceeding six- 1 
teen ounces in weight: to be confined Jo 
single copy of each publication.

Eighth—Weekly newspapers, one copy to 
each actual subscriber within the county 
where the •same is printed and published; 
but carriers shall not be required to distri 
bute such papers unless postage is paid 
upon them at the usual rates.

Ninth—Notices to the publishers of the 
reiusal or neglect of subscribers to take 
newspapers, magazines or other periodicals 
from the postoffice, to be sent under such 
regulations as the Postmaster General may 
prescribe. .

Tenth—Dead letters returned to tbe wri­
ters thereof.

Eleventh—Medals, certificates of thanks 
-or other testimonials, which have been or 
may be awarded by the Legislatures of the 
several States and Territories to the soldiers 
thereof, to be sent by the adjutant general 
of said States and Territories, under such 
regulations as tho Postmaster General may 
prescribe.

Sec . 185. That all mail matter to and 
from Mary Lincoln, widow of the late Pres­
ident Abraham Lincoln, shall be conveyed 
free during her natural life.

Sec. 186. That all mail matter uot herein­
before specially made free must be prepaid 
by postage stamps.

Sec. 187. That if any person, having the 
right to receive letters free, shall receive, 
inclosed to him, any letter or packet ad­
dressed to a person uot having that right, it 
shall be his duty to return such letter or 
packet to the postoffice, marking thereon 
the place from whence it came, that it may 
be charged with postage.

Sec . 188. That the Postmaster General 
may direct tbe publication of the list of 
non-delivered letters at any postoffice by a 
written list posted in some public place, or, 
when he shall deem it for the public inter­
est, he may direct tbe publication of such 
list in the daily or weekly newspaper regu­
larly published within tbe postoffice deliv­
ery which has the’largest circulation within 
Such delivery; and where no daily paper is 
published within the postoffice delivery, 
such list may be published in the daily 
newspaper of any adjoining delivery having 
the largest circulation within the delivery 
of the postoffice publishing the list; and in 
case of dispute as to the circulation ol' com­
peting newspapers, the postmaster shall re­
ceive evidence and decide upon the tact. 
Such list shall be published as frequently 
as the Postmaster General may deem pro­
per, but not oftener than occe a week.

Sec. 189. That the list of non-delivered 
letters addressed to persons foreign born 
may be published iq a newspaper printed 
in the language most used by them, which 
shall be selected in the manner prescribed 
in the preceding section.

Sec. 190. That under such regulations as 
the Postmaster General may prescribe, all 
postmasters are hereby authorized to regis­
ter, in the manner prescribed by la w, but 
without payment of any registration fee, all 
letters containing fractional or other cur­
rency of the United States, which shall be 
by them sent .by mail to the Treasurer ot 
the United States for redepption; and it 
shall be the duty of the postmaster at the 
city of Washington, in the District of Co­
lumbia, to register, in like manner, without 
charge, all letters containing new currency 
returned for currency redeemed, which shall 
be received by him from the said. Treasurer, 
in sealed packages, marked with the word

“register” over the official signature of the 
said Treasurer.

Sec. 191. That every postmaster shall 
post, in a conspicuous place in' his office, a 
copy of each list of non-delivered letters im­
mediately after its publication.

Sec. 192. That the compensation for pub­
lishing the list of non-delivered letters shall 
in no case exceed one cent for each letter so 
published.

Sec. 193. That all letters published as 
no’u-delivered shall be 'charged with one 
cent in addition to the regular postage, to 
be accounted for as i>art of tbe postal rev­
enue.

Sec. 194. That the Postmaster General 
may regulate the period during which un­
delivered letters shall remain in any post- 
office, and when they shall be returned to 
the dead-letter office; and he may make 
regulations for their retain from the dead- 
letter office to the writers, when they can 
not be delivered to tho parties addressed.

Sec. 195. That all domestic letters, de­
posited in any postoffice for mailing, on 
which the postage is wholly unpaid or paid 
less than one full rate as required by law, 
except letters lawfully free, and duly certi­
fied letters of soldiers, sailors and marines, 
in tbe service of the United Stats, shall be 
sent by tbe postmaster to the dead-letter 
office in Washington; provided, that in large 
cities and adjacent districts of dense popu­
lation having two or more postoffices with­
in a distance of three miles of each other, 
any letter mailed at ono of such offices and 
addressed to a. locality within the delivery 
of another of such offices, which shall have 
been inadvertently prepaid at the drop or 
local letter rate of postage only, may be for­
warded to its destination through the 
proper office, charged with the amount of 
th3 deficient riostage, to be collected on de­
livery. •

Se c . 196. That the dead letters containing 
valuable inclosures shall be registered in 
tbe dead letter office; and when they can. 
uot be delivered to tbe party addressed nor 
to the writer, the contents thereof shall be 
disposed of, and a careful account shall be 
kept of tbe amount realized iu each ease, 
which shall be subject to reclamation by 
either the party addressed or the sender, 
tor four years from the registry thereof; and 
all other letters of value or of importance 
to the party addressed or to the writer, and 
which can not he returned to either, shall 
be disposed of as the Postmaster General 
may direct.

Skc. 197. That the action of the Postoffice 
Department respecting foreign dead letters 
shall be. subject to conventional stipulations 
with the respective foreign administrations.

Sec. 198. t hat when the writer of auy 
letter on whiei^the postage is prepaid shall 
indorse upon the outside thereof his name 
and address, such letter shall not be adver­
tised, but alter remaining uncalled for at 
the office to which it is directed thirty days, 
cr the time the writer may direct, shall be 
returned to him without additional charge 
for postage, aud if not then delivered, shall 
be treated as a dead letter.

Sec. 199. That prepaid and free letters 
shall bo forwarded from one postoffice to 
another, at the request of the party ad­
dressed, without additional charge for 
postage.

Sec. 200. That all the waters of the Uni­
ted States shall be post roads during the 
time the mail is carried thereon, as pro­
vided in section two hundred and nineteen.

Sec. 201. That all railways and parts of 
railways which are now or hereafter may 
be put in operation are hereby declared to' 
be post roads.

Sec. 202. That all canals during tbe time' 
tbe mail is carried thereon are hereby de­
clared to bo post roads.

Sec. 203. That all plank roads during the 
time the mail is carried thereon are hereby 
declared to be post roads.

Sec. 204. That tbe road ou which the 
mail is carried to supply any court house 
which may be without a mail, as provided 
in section two hundredand sixteen, and the 
road on which the mail is carried, under 
section two hundred and twenty-one, pro­
viding for extending the line of posts, shall, 
during the time such mail is carried there­
on, be post roads.

Sec. 205. That all letter carrier routes es­
tablished in auy city or town, for the col­
lection and delivery of mail matter by car­
riers, are hereby declared to be post roads.

Sec. 206. That when tbere is more than 
one road between places designated by law 
for q post road, the Postmaster General' 
may direct which eliall he considered the 
post road.

Sec. 207. That the Postmaster General 
may change the terminus of post roads 
connecting with or intersecting railways 
when the service can be thereby improved.

Sec. 208. Tbat whenever," in tbe opinion 
•of tho Postmaster’General, tbe postal ser­
vice can not be saiely continued, the rev­
enues collected, •or the laws maintained on 
any post road, he may discontinue the ser­
vice on such toad <or any part thereof until 
the same can be safely restored.

S ec. 20f*. That tbe Postmaster General 
tnay, when he deems it advisable, contract 
for the transportation of the mails to and 
from any postoffice; but where such service 
is performed over a route0not -established 
by law, it shall be his -duty to report the 
same to Congress a t its meeting next there­
after, and said service .shall cease at the 
end of the next session of Congress, unless 
said route js establishetl as » post route by 
Congress.

Sec. 210. Tbat tbe Postmaster General 
shall arrange the railway routes on which 
the mail is carried, including those in which 
the service is partly by railway and partly 
by steamboat, into three classes, according 
to the size of the mails, the speed at which 
they are carried, and the frequency and im­
portance of the service, so that each rail­
way company shall receive, as iar as prac­
ticable', a proportionate and just rate of 
compensation, according to the service per­
formed.

Sec. 211. That the pay for carring the 
mail on any railway of the first class shall 
no! exceed three hundred dollars per milo 
per annum; <on any railway of the second 
class it shall not exceed one hundred dol­
lars per mile per annum; and on any railway 
of the third class it shall not exceed fifty 
dollars per mile per annum; but if one-halt 
the service ou any Railway is required to bo 
performed in the night time, the Postmaster 
General may pay twenty five per centum 
in addition to the above maximum rates.

Sec. 212. Tbat if tbe Postmaster General 
is unable to contract for carrying the mail 
on any railway route at a compensation not 
exceeding the maximum rates herein pro­
vided, or what be may deem a reasona­
ble and fair compensation, he may separate 
tbe letter mail from the other mail, and 
contract, either with or without advertis­
ing. for carrying such letter mail by horse 
express or otherwise, at the greatest speed 
that can reasonably be obtained, and for 
carrying the other mail in wagons, or other­
wise, at a slower rate of speed.

Skc. 213. That every railway company 
carrying the mail shall carry on any train 
which may run over its road, and without 
extra charge therefor, all mailable matter 
directed to bo carried thereon, with the 
person in charge of the same.

Sec. 214. Than all railway companies to 
which the United States have furnished aid 
by grant rff lands, right of way, or other­
wise, shall carry tho mail at such prices as 
Congress may by iawx>rovide; and, until 
such price is fixed by law, the Postmaster 
General may fix the rate of compensation. 
Sec. 215. That the Postmaster General shall 

provide for carrying the mail on all x>ost 
roads established by law, as often as he, 
having due regard to productiveness and 
other circumstances, may think proper.

Sec. 216. That the Postmaster General 
shall cause a mail to be carried front the 
nearest postoffice on any established post 
road to the courthouse of any county in tbe 
United States which is without a mail.

Sec. 217. That the Postmaster General 
may contract for carrying the mail on the 
navigable canals of the several States, 
when, in his ojtinion, the public interest or 
convenience requires it.

Sec. 218. That the Postmaster General 
may contract for carrying the mail on any 
plank road in the United States, when the 
public interest or convenience requires it. .

Sec. 219. That the Postmaster General 
may cause the mail to be carried in any 
steamboat or other vessel used as a packet 
on any of the waters of the United States.

Sec. 2z0. That the Postmaster General 
may, if he deem it for the public interest, 
make contracts for any period not exceed­
ing one year, for carrying the mail in steam­
ships between any of the ports of the United

Sec. 221. That ihe Postmaster General 
may enter into contracts for extending the 
line of posts to supply mails to postoffices 
not on any established route, and, as a 
compensation for carrying the mail under

such contracts, may allow not exceeding 
two-thirds of the salary paid.to the post­
master at such special offices.

Sec. 222. That the master of any vessel 
of the United States, bound from any port 
therein to any foreign port, or from any 
foreign port to any port of the United 
States, shall, before clearance, receive on 
board and securely convey all such mails as 
the Postoffice Department, or any diplomat­
ic or consular officer of the United States 
abroad, shall offer; and he shall promptly 
deliver the same, on arriving at the port of 
destination, to the proper officer, for which 
he shall receive two cents for every letter 
so delivered; and upon the entry of every 
such vessel returning from any foreign 
port, the master thereof shall make oath oi 
affirmation that he has promptly delivered 
all tho mail placed on board said vessel be­
fore clearance front the United States) and 
if he shall fail to make such oath or affirma­
tion, the said vessel shall not be entitled to 
the privileges of a vessel of the United 
States.
. Sec. 223. That the master of any steam­

boat passing between ports or places in 
the United States, and arriving at any 
such port or place where there is a post- 
office, shall deliver to the postmaster, with­
in three hours after his arrival, if in the 
daytime, and if at night, within two 
hours after the next sunrise, and letters 
and packets brought by him, or within his 
power or control and not relating to the 
cargo, addressed to or destined for such 
port or place, for which he shall receive 
from the postmaster two cents for each let­
ter Qr packet so delivered, unless the same 
is carried under a contract for carrying the 
mail; and for every failure to so deliver 
such letters and packets, the master or 
owner ol said steamboat shall forfeit and 
pay oue hundred and fifty dollars.

Sec . 224. That the Postmaster General 
may pay, to the master or owner of any ves­
sel not regularly employed in carrying the 
mail, two cents for each letter carried by 
such vessel between ports or places in the 
United States, or front any foreign port to 
any port in tbe. United States; but all such 
letters shall be deposited in the postoffice 
at the port of arrival.

Sec. 225. That any person who shall paint, 
print or in any matter place upon or attach 
to any steamboat or other vessel, or 
any stage coach or other vehicle, not act­
ually used in carrying the mail, the words 
“ United States mail.” or any words, letters, 
or characters of like import; any person 
who shall give notice, by publishing in any 
newspaper or otherwise, that any steam­
boat or other vessel, or any stage coach or 
other vehicle, is used in carrying the mail, 
when the same is not actually so used, 
every person so offending, or willfully aid­
ing or abetting therein, shall, on conviction 
thereof, for every such offense, forfeit aud 
pay not less than one hundred dollars nor 
more thau five hundred dollars.

Sec. 226. Tbat every route agent, postal 
clerk, or other carrier of the mail shall re­
ceive any mail matter presented to him, if 
properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver 
the same for mailing at the next postoffice 
at which he arrives; but no fees shall be 
allowed him therefor.

Sec. 227. That any jterson concerned in 
carrying tbe mail, who shall collect, re­
ceive, or carry any letter or packet, or 
cause or procure the same to be done, con­
trary to law, shall, on conviction thereof, 
for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
exceeding fifty dollars.

Sec. 228. That no person shall establish 
any private express for the conveyance of 
letters or packets, or in any manner cause 
or provide for the conveyance of the same 
by regnlar trips or at stated periods, over 
any post route which is or may be estab 
lisited by law, or from any city, town or 
place to any other city, town or place be­
tween which the mail is regularly carried; 
and evprv.person so offending, or aiding or 
assisting uierein, shall, for each offense, 
forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty 
dollars.

Sec. 229. That the owner of every stage 
coach, railway car, steamboat, or other 
vehicle or vessel, which shall, with the 
knowledge of any owner, in whole or in 
part, or with the knowledge or connivance 
of the driver, conductor, master, or other 
person having char,;.: of the same, convey 
any person acting or employed as a private 
express for the conveyance of letters or 
packets, and actually in possession of the 
same for the purp >se of conveying them 
contrary to the spirit, true intent, and 
meaning ol this law, shall, for every such 
offense, forfeit and pay one hundred and 
fifty dollars.

Sec. 230. Tbat no person shall transmit 
by private express or other unlawful means, 
qr deliver to any agent of such unlawful 
express, or deposit, or cause to be deposited, 
at any appointed place, for the purpose of 
being transmitted, any letter or packet, 
and for every such offense the party so of­
fending shall forfeit and pay fiity dollars.

Sec. 231. Thatnostage coach,iv'Hvay car, 
steamboat, or other vehicle or ve el which 
regularly performs trips at stated periods 
on"any post-route, or from any city, town, 
of place to any other city, town or place 
between which the mail is' regularly car­
ried, shall carry, otherwise than iu the 
mail, any letters or packets, except such as 
relate to some part of the cargo of such 
steamboat or other vessel, or to some article 
carried at the same time by the same stage 
coach, railway car or other vehicle, except 
as provided in section ttvo hundred and 
thirty-nine; and for every such offense the 
owner of the stage coach, railway car, 
steamboat or other vehicle or vessel shall 
forfeit and pay one hundred dollars; and 
the driver, conductor, master or other per­
son having charge thereof, and not at the 
time owner of the whole or any part there­
of, shall in like manner forfeit and pay for 
every such offense fifty dollars.

Sec. 232. That no person shall carry any 
letter or packet ou board any vessel which 
carries the mail otherwise than in such 
mail, except as provided in section two 
hundred and thirty-nine: and for every 
such offense the party offending shall for­
feit and pay fifty dollars.

Sec. 233. That no vessel departing from the 
United States for any foreign port shall re­
ceive on board or convey any letter or 
packet originating in the United States 
which has not been regularly receivedfrom 
the postoffice at the port of departure, and 
which does not relate to the cargo of said 
vessel, except as provided in section two 
hundred and thirty-nine, and every col­
lector, or otiier officer of the port empow­
ered to grant clearances, shall require from 
the master of such vessel, as a condition of 
clearance, an oath or affirmation, that ho 
has not received on board, has not under 
his care or control, and will not receive or 
convey any letter or packet contrary to the 
provisions of this section.

Sec. 234. That no vessel arriving within 
any port or collection district of tho United 
States shall be allowed to make entry or 
break bulk until all letters on board are de­
livered at the nearest postoffice, and the 
master thereof has signed and sworn to the 
following declaration, before the collector 
or other proper customs officer:

“I, A. B., master of the -------, arriving
from-------, and now lying in the port of
-------, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I
have, to the best of my knowledge and be­
lief, delivered, at the postoffice at ------ ,
every letter, and every hag, packet or 
parcel of letters, which were on 
hoard the said vessel during her last voy­
age, or which were in ray possession or uu- 
der my power or control.”

And any master who shall break hulk 
before ho has delivered such letters shall, 
on conviction thereof, forfeit not exceeding 
one hundred dollars for every such offense, 
one-half to the officer malting the seizure 
and tho other to the use of the United 
States.

Sec. 235. That any special agent of the 
Postoffice Department, when instructed by 
the Postmaster General to make examina­
tions and seizures, and the collector or 
other customs officer of any port -Without 
special instructions, shall carefully search 
all vessels for letters which may be on 
board or which have been conveyed con­
trary to law.

Sec. 236, That any special agent of the 
Postoffice Department, collector, or other 
customs officer, or United States marshal or 
hie deputy, may at all times seize all letters 
and bags, packets or.parcels, containing let­
ters which are being carried contrary to 
law on board any vessel or on any post 
route, and convey tbe same to the nearest 
postoffice, or may, by the direction of the 
Postmaster General or Secretary of the 
Treasury, detain them until two months 
after the final determination of all suits 
and proceedings which may, at.any time 
within six months after such seizure, be

brought against any person for sending ox 
carrying such letters.

Sec. 237. That every package or parcel 
seized by anj' special agent of the Postoffice 
Department, collector or other customs offi­
cer, or United States marshal or his depu­
ties, in which any letter- is unla wfully con­
cealed, shall be forfeited to the United 
States, and the same proceedings may be 
had to enforce the forfeiture as are author­
ized in respect to goods, wares and mer­
chandise forfeited tor violation of the rev­
enue laws; and all laws for the benefit anu 
protection ot customs officers making seiz­
ures for violating said revenue laws shall 
apply to officers making seizures for vio­
lating the postal laws, ’ ■

Skc. 238. That nothing herein contained’ 
shall bo construed to prohibit tho convey^ 
ance or transmission of letters or packets 
by private hands without compensation, or 
by special messenger employed for the par­
ticular occasion only.

Sec. 239. That all letters inclosed ia 
stamped envelopes (the postage stamp in 
every case being of a, denomination suffi­
cient to cover the postage that would be 
chargeable thereon if the same were 
sent by mail) may be sent, conveyed 
and delivered otherwise than by mail, 
provided such envelope shall bo duly di­
rected and properly sealed, so that the let­
ter can not be taken therefrom without de­
facing the envelope, and tho date.of the 
letter or of the transmission or receipt 
thereof shall be written or stamped upon 
the envelope. But the Postmaster General 
may suspend the operation of tins section 
upon any mail route whore the public inter­
est may require such suspension.

Sec. 240. That when the amount oi 
mail matter to be carried ou any mail 
route is so great as to seriously retard 
the progress or endanger the security 
of the letter mail, or materially increase 
the cost of carriage at the ordinary 
rate of speed, the Postmaster General may 
provide for the eeperate carriage of the 
letter mail at the usual rato of speed, but- 
the other mail matter shall uot be delayed 
any more than is absolutely necessary, 
having due regard to the coat of expe­
dition and the means at hia disposal for ef­
fecting the same.

Sec. 241. That any person who shall 
knowingly and willfully obstruct or retard 
the passage of the mail, or any carriage, 
horse, driver, or carrier carrying the same, 
shall, on conviction thereof, tor every such 
offense, forfeit and pay -not exceeding one 
hundred dollars.

Sec. 212. Tbat any ferryman who shall 
delay the passage of tho mail by willful 
neglect or refusal to transport the same 
across any ferry shall, for every ten minutes 
such mail may be so delayed’, forfeit and 
pay ten dollars.

Sec. 213. That before making any contract 
for carrying the mail, other than those here­
inafter excepted, the Postmaster General 
shall give public notice by advertising once 
a week for six weeks iu one or more, not 
exceeding five, newspapers published in the 
State or Territory whore the service is to 
be performed, ono of which shall be pub­
lished at the seat of government of such” 
State or Territory: and such notice shall de­
scribe tbe route, the time at which the mail 
is to be made up, the time at which it is to 
be delivered, aud the frequency of the ser­
vice; and the Postmaster General shall di­
rect, by special order in eaoh ease, the news­
papers iu which mail-lettings, or other pro­
posals relative to the business of his Depart­
ment, shall be advertised; and no publisher 
shall he paid for such advertisements with­
out having been requested by the Post­
master General to publish the same.

Sec. 244. That proposals for carrying the 
mail shall be delivered sealed, am Wo kept 
until the bidding is closed, and shall then 
be opened and marked in tho presence 
of the Postmaster General and one 
of the Assistant Postmasters General, 
or of two of the Assistant Postmasters 
General, or of any other two officers of the 
Department, to bo designated by tho Post­
master General; and any bidder may with­
draw his bid at any time before twenty- 
four hours previous to the time fixed for 
the opening of proposals, by serving upon 
the Postmaster General, or the Second As­
sistant Postmaster General, notice in writ­
ing of such withdrawal.

Sec. 245. That every proposal for carry­
ing the mail shall he accompanied by a 
written guarantee, signed by one or more 
responsible persons, and undertaking that, 
within such time after the bid is accepted 
as the Postmaster General may prescribe, 
the bidder will enter into an’obligation, 
with good and sufficient sureties, to perform 
the service proposed; aud no proposals 
shall bo considered unless accompanied by- 
such guarantee.

Sec. 246. That each bid for carrying the 
mail shall hereafter have affixed to it the 
oath of the bidder, taken before an officer 
qualified to administer oaths that he 
has the ability pecuniarily to fulfil 
bis obligations, and that the bid is made 
in good faith and with tho intention to 
enter into contract and perforin the service, 
in ease his bid shall be accepted: and that 
the signatures of his guarantors are gen­
uine, and that he believes said guarantors 
pecuniarily responsible for and able to 
pay all damages tho United States shall 
sutler by reason ot tho bidder’s failing to 
perform hia obligations as such bidder.

Sec. 247. That any postmaster or other 
officer of the Postoffice Department who 
shall affix his signature to the certificate of 
sufficiency of guarantors or sureties before 
the guaranty or contract is signed by the 
guarantors or sureties, or shall knowingly 
make any false or illusory certificate, shall 
be forthwith dismissed from office, and 
shall bo deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished 
by a fine not exceeding one thousand dol­
lars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
one year, or both.

Sec. 218. That tho Postmaster General 
shall have recorded, in a book to be kept 
for that purpose, a true and fathful abstract 
of all proposals made to him for carrying 
the mail, giving the name of the party offer­
ing, tbe terms of the offer, the sum to be 
paid, and tho time the contract is to con­
tinue; and he shall put on file and preserve 
the originals of all such proposals.

Sec . 219. That all contracts for carrying 
the mail shall bo in the name of the United 
States, and shall be awarded to the lowest 
bidder tendering sufficient guarantees for 
faithful performance, without other refer- * 
enco fo the mode of transportation than 
may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security thereof; 
but the Postmaster General shall not be 
bound to consider tbe bid of any person 
who Las willfully or negligently failed .to 
perform a former contract.

Sec. 250. That no contract for carrying 
the mail shall be made with any person who 
has entered, or proposed to enter, into any 
combination to prevent the making of any 
bid for carrying the mail, or who has made 
any agreement, or given or performed, or 
promised to give or perforin, any considera­
tion whatever to induce any other person 
not to bid for any such contract; and if any 
person so offending is a contractor for car­
rying the mail, his contract may be an­
nulled; and for the first offense the person 
so offending shall be disqualified to contraot 
for carrying the mail for five years, and for 
the second offense shall be forever disquali­
fied.

Se c . 251. That after any regular bidder or 
contractor for tbe transportation of tbe 
mail upon any route shall have failed to 
enter into contract, and commence the per- 
formance thereof as herein provided, the 
Postmaster General shall proceed to eon 
tract with the next lowest bidder for such 
service, who will enter into a contract and 
perforin the same, unless the Postmaster 
General shall consider such bid too high, 
in which case he shall reudvertise such 
service. And in all oases of regular con­
tracts hereafter made, tho contract may, in 
the discretion of the Postmaster General, 
be continued in force beyond its expres-, 
terms for a period not exceeding six 
months, until a new contract with the 
same or other contractors shall be made by 
the Postmaster General. The Postmaster 
General may contract, without advertise 
ment, for a period not to exceed twelve 
months, for the carriage of the mail on such 
route during the time that shall necessarily • 
elapse betweed tbe failure of either of the 
accepted bidders to enter into a contract 
and the time when the next, accepted bid 
der under the old or a new advertisement 
shall enter upon his contract; and the dif­
ference between the price proposed ia tbe 
accepted bid and tbat paid for interme­
diate service shall be charged to the fail 
ing bidder or bidders, and tnay be re­
covered in the name of the United States 
for tbe use of the Postoffice Department, 
in an action on the case. And when the
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