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Vnited Slated Circuit Court.
Tbe cane of Alexander, an American sea- 

m IU on a British vessel, paying lor a writ 
m habeas corpus, reported bnefiy in the 
UtrfBUCAN yesterday, has excited so much 
comment that we are authorized to devote 
fuller space to the matter. ,  .

This case involves a great dea. of inter- 
,fr.t as inaullcsted in tbe action taken by 
ti e British consul and British shippers 
eenerallv with regard to the rulings ot 
Cuumiissioner Weller and Commissioner 
Shannon on the question as *0 an American 
a* iior articles on board a foreign
vessel in a fort ign port. aDd the effect of 
the contract when the parties to t ie same 
arrive in the United States. While Com 
niissioner Weller holds that an American 
pallor will not be entitled to his di*cbarge 
from an English vessel where the contract 
has been entered into bona tide between 
tlie parties, unless there is proof that the 
sailor has received maltreatment from the 
captain or officers ol the ship, Co minis- 
git ner Shannon holds that the right ot an 
American sailor can not he impaired bV any 
contract of shipping that he may have en­
tered into in »|i.>reign port, and that as 
soon as he arrives in any port ol the L otted 
States his arrival operates as a discharge
aud annulment of his contract to serve, lie
also holds that an American sailor can 
orove his citizenship by his own oath 

As will be seen from the procedm p here, 
irhe court sustains the ground takj*n^ oj 
t ’ororoissioner Shannon, nauieljr, tha t an 
American citizen can prove his citizenship 
in the courts of his own country. bj bis own 
r.ath and tha t the courts will go behind 

4ha w ritt n a tides in order to determine 
t-be rights of the parties aggrieved.

But in addition to the above, Mr. Shan­
nons other important rulings are: That a 
tcinsul’s certificate of acknowledgment ot 
ahipment ot seamen i« not conclusive upon 
th ‘ seaman, but he may show by parole 
tliwt such a certificate is incorrect, especially 
when under oatb, a seaman d >es not ac­
knowledge tbe signature to tbe shipping 
articles to be bis.

Also, that where a seaman, a citizen of 
the United States, in a port other than that 
lrom which a foreign vcs-el commenced 
her voyage, having shipping articles, or 
articles of agreement lrom such port ol 
original departure, joins such ship while 
upon a round voyage, he may, not with- 
st anding a shipment at such other port, on 
his arrival at a port of discharge in the 
United States claim his discharge lrom 

esneh vessel.
It may be appropriate to remark here 

<7hat the department at Washington has lii- 
reoted inquiry to be made testing tin va­
lidity of the Admiralty rulings of Commis­
sioners J. B. Weller and 11. R. Shannon, 
with a view to harmonize proceedings, and 
<to establish eeitain rules for the govern­
ment of such important cases before them. 
Already Mr. Beckwith has addressed him­
self to each, and we look forward to any 
li 'hthe mav throw on the subject.

Although"there had been no return to the 
•writ made in this case, the relator v.as al­
lowed to attend court this morning by the 
Maptain with whom he had contracted to 
serve. The B. itista consul was also present 
aud took part in the proceedings.

George Alexander, the relator, sworn—I 
feigned this petition lor habeas corp usI  
was detained on board the vessel in the 
liarhor ; thp vessel is called the Alary, Cap­
tain Main is master ; he refused to give me 
,iUy discharge : I was horn in this country, 
»>h Cortland, Maine ; I have always resided 
i.n this country : f  shipped on board of this 
ynssel in dUlasgow : 1 did not sign shipping 
.articles in Jhopofitof Glasgow until alter J 
fteff it.

The British, consul here interrupted and 
'said: , . . ,

‘ With- your honors permission, I will 
set ate, on behalf ot the captain, that the 
•writ' was not served until late List evening, 
und we had no time to obtain legal assist- 
a-ncB. if would, therefore, ask the courtesy 
and consideration ol the court to he allow­
ed to object to anything being asked to the 
•witness in relation to the shipping articles 
•until they ure produced. '

The Court—l’roduce the articles, then; 
they are iu pos.cs-iou of the captain 

Consul—As I understand, the man is 
•here; lie is not defained by the captain, and 
I thought the production of the articles 
would not be necessary.

Tiie Court—Order tlie captain to produce 
the shipping articles; be is a British subject.

Consul—Xo parole evidence can be given 
Jo annul a written document.

The Court—But the witness says lie did 
Slot sign the ai tides until after he left Gias- 
gow. The court will go behind the articles. 
I'i the articles are not traudulent, you mu-t 
show it. Shipping articles have not the 
sanctity of a bond.

Witness lesumed—I was bound by the 
articles , to remain tw o years on board of 
tbe vessel.

Mr. Hudson, Esq., here informed the 
court that he would be pleased to appear 
for the captain in this ease, and asked the 
court to sustain the objection to anything 
in relation to the shipping articles.

Witinws continued—We sailed from Glas­
gow to Rio Janeiro, and thence to Per­
nambuco, thence to Xew Orleans; I do not 
know the port to which kfce is destined 
from here; how I happened to be ia Glas­
gow w hen this vessel sailed was because I 
went across in an English vessel from New 
York; I was there compelled to go on board 
this vessel by a boarding master: he kept 
a sailors’ hoarding house; I was placed on 
board of the vessil against my w ill, and 
this is the first American port at which the 
•vessel has touched.

•Crtes-ex .mint d by Air. Hudson—I am an 
American citizen; 1 have no protection 
papers; 1 never had any; I have been live 
years going to sea, but have never left this 
country until this time; I was in the coast­
ing trade; 1 am twenty-six years old: ( 
know nobody in this city; i have uo family; 
Miy father’s name is Theophilus Morgan, 
and live* about twenty miles from Port 
laud, Maine; my mime is George Alexander:
* am under my mother’# name. 

Re-examined—The captain refused to dis­
charge me here, or let me go from the ship;
♦  have been detained there: 1 was given to 
understand that 1 had uo right to leave the 
vessel; I was forbidden to go ashore with-* 
•aut permission; 1 have been ashore with 
permission; 1 was ashore yesterday-anil t" 
day: the day before yesterday f wastAtus d 
permission to go ashore; yesterdao S was 
ashore to see ail attorney; 1 had not spe­
cial permission to go ashore on these occa­
sions; I eame ashore, 1 suppose, without 
asking permission; tlas; rea-on l say I was 
forcibly detained on the vessel' is because ! 
van li t* leave her: 1 have, however, left lier 
for a few hours: tarn compelled to stay n 
tlie ship because the captain will not *li*-
vh irge rue.

The court to Air. Hudson—If you <To not 
» ish to di tain him on the ship, let him go.

Mr. Hudson—lie i» u<>: claiming hi* dis­
charge from the ship.

The Court—If :* person is in tail and told 
that he must stay there, he must do so. It
• on tell this man that lie must couie bark 
to tbe ship or you will punish him. he is 
tike a prisoner within walls.

Air. lludsou—AS o will ask for costs this 
time, stud take up the question ot the dis­
charge afterward.

The Court—You most detain «>r disehai go 
film now. It you claim that he lias been iu 
yunr service aud that he must not go. or you 
will punish him if he does not come back, 
fie it then a« in gel! in your power ivheu he 
goes ashore as if he w as ell board.

Mr. Hudson -I f  he claims his discharge 
i« this way, without the question of wage# 
being brought up. we will discharge him.

The Court fait the relator be disehai ged. 
and let the spiestioQ o. costs rotue up to 
morrow.

United Wlntcs lljstlirl ( curt.
William Smith vs. Steamer Royal George. 

Judgment was ;• ml* i« •» lor jb**.mi;s iu the 
nuai *>i i'-'dl.

kaptmif i  ouris
This court tin t  yesterday morning i nd 

immediately adjourned, there beiugtudli iig 
H*e do«-k< { lor that day.

•Superior District Four?.
Tho Southern Paving Company instituted 

suit in fine court, yesterday, to recover the 
sum of $128,888 from the city ot New Ctr- 
teen*, alleging that they entered into ■» *-ou- 
tract »bh the city to pave St. « ... lea 
—*.,.,■ • oicord mg to t lie pat cut known as the 

.'ajoi’.clH I:- i*. J'iveli feirvlv tv J'wir i

dano street. That they have done some 
work and are desirous of carrying out the 
stipulations of their contract, but the city 
refuses to recognize tlieir obligations in the 
premises, and refuses to allow the company 
to carry out their contract. Wherefore 
they pray for judgment for the above 
amount, with eight per cent interest from 
judicial demand. The case was fixed lor 
hearing on the seventh of February.

State ex rel. AN. W. Johnson vs. h. A. 
Duvigneaud—Appeal prayed tor by re­
spondent was refused.

WecoKd District f io H .
The following successions have teo-n 

opened in this court: Succession ot Pierre
D acres: succession of Mrs. Coralie Fortier.

Fourth Bidrirl four*.
In this court, in thq case of Williams, 

Black Ac Co. vs Spencer Field, Jr., und AN.
0  Bell, Judge Lynch has rendered the fol­
lowing decision:

On the tiiat ot August, Spencer
Field, Jr., formed a commercial copartner 
ship in the city of New Orleans lor the 
purpose of dealing in coal; that copartner­
ship continued till July 1. 18'L when it 
was dissolved by mutual consent. A tew’ 
weeks prior to "the dissolution W. O. Bell 
left New Orleans by steamship on a pleas 
ure trip to New Aork. 11<• drank inely
during the voyage, and ait* r hi* arrival ia 
that city found himself out of funds, and 
applied to the plaintiff*. Williams, Black 
A Co., who lent him money at 
different time* during the month of 
June, 1871, for the payment 
of which he gave a draft for the sum of 
$707, dated New York, June 23, 187J. pay­
able at sight to the order of plaintiffs, drawn 
on the Southern Bank of New Orleans, in 
which. Bell said, his firm kept their account. 
To the draft he affixed the partnership 
name of “Field A. Bell." The draft was 
presented at the bank, and pAyment thereof 
refused, on the ground that Field <5c Beil 
had no funds in the institution, whereupon 
the draft was protested, and this action 
was instituted fur its amount against Field 
&. Bell in solido.

There is no doubt as to the loan of the 
money by Williams, ISiack Oz Co. to Bell, 
as alleged. The only point to be deter­
mined in the case is whether any liability 
attached to the late firm of Field At Bell, 
now in liquidation for tbe payment of the 
draft given by Bell in the came of the 
partnership ot which he was a member.

'Mr. Black, one of the plaintiffs, testifies 
that at the time ot advancing the money to 
AA’rtlter Bell he was very particular to ask 
Bell whether he was u member of the firm 
of Field A Bell, ami whether it was to be 
continued. Bell replied that he was a mem­
ber of the firm, and that it was to be con 
tinned without any change. Black did not 
know why Bell was in New York, and did 
not ask him why ho was there. It was 
through Black that the money was ad­
vanced. He knew nothing of the fact as to 
the money being for the use of Bell ffnd:- 
vidually. He did not know that Bell
had no business in New York, or 
that lie was on a drunken spree, until 
Bell was about leaving. lie never knew 
the firm of Field & Bell only byreputati >n. 
He knew Bell since the latter was in the, 
New Orleans Pos’.ofli e before the war, and 
their more intimate acquaintance began 
during the war. Black always regarded 
Bell highly, and thought him very reliable. 
There was no inquiry made by Black as to 
the use which Bell was to make of the 
money, no questions asked as to whether it 
was or was not to l>e used ior the firm of 
Field & Bell, o' that Bell made any repre­
sentations of a fraudulent nature to induce 
the New York firm to lend him the money.

Bell, in his evidence, says that he had 
known the plaintiffs ior many years; that 
he used the money borrowed lrom them inr 
his private expenses; that he got the 
money without reference to business in any 
shape: that no part of the amount borrowed 
went to the use or benefit of the firm of 
Field A: Bell; that the firm of Fi»ld & Bell 
had no business in New York at that time, 
or at any other place outside the State ot 
Louisiana; that the plaintiff* knew the 
money was not for partnership purposes, 
and that such question was never ask* d; 
that tii- money was loaned without asking 
questions; that he drew the draft and re­
ceived all the consideration therefor. 
Spencer Field, Jr., says that he does Dot 
know either of the plaintiffs, and the firm 
had no business transactions out of the 
State of Louisiana; that the firm derived 
uo benefit from tlie obligation sued upon; 
he never knew the draft was drawn until 
alter the partnership was dissolved.

Numerous authoriti s were cited by the 
learned counsel of plaintiffs to bring home 
t > the firm of Field <&: Bell the liability 
claimed to belong to them in this matter. 
If the firm be responsible, the partners, 
Field <Sc Bell, are bound in solido, because 
it was a commercial copartnersmp, and 
Field would be liable for the whole debt.

The court knows very well the response 
bility attaching to partnerships of this kind

1 from acts done by their individual mem­
bers uc their representatives. There exists, 
however, a sine qua non to such responsi­
bility, and it is that an obligation when 
contracted by one partner must, to bind 
the partnership, be for the partnership; 
that the use or indorsement of the signature 
Oi the firm by one of the parties to have * fleet 
or authority must he made in a partnership 
transaction. A contrary ductiiue would be 
monstrous ami subversive of all associa­
tions oi' this kind. That a member of a 
commercial firm in New Orleans could ab 
sent himself to the far distant city of New 
York merely to indulge in a drunken de­
bauch, and his partner, who remained at 
home attending to business, should be 
bound to pay the cost of the alcoholic de­
coctions of the absentee, is a proposition 
which a court of justice can net sanction, 
and yet this is virtually what the plaintiffs 
claim in this suit.

It is to be regretted that Williams, Black 
A: Go. should lose the money which they in 
good faith gave to Bell, but they trusted 
him without having fftken proper precau­
tions to ascertain, us they wore, bound to 
do, whether or not tbe loan was for tlie use 
of Field A: Bell, ami was likely to insure to 
thiir benefit. Field, an innoc*«t party, 
can not 1« compelled to make good to the 
plaintiff's the money they so imprudently 
gave to their acquaintance, Bell. Let 
there he judgment dismissing plaintiffs' de­
mand, v. iih tost*.

R. L. LYNCH, Judge.
Fifth District t'eurl.

Mrs. « Tiattie Green vs. A. C. Green, lier 
husband.—Judgment was rendered in this 
suit in favor of plaintiff, granting a divorce 
and dissolving forever the bonds of matri­
mony liei'otofore existing 1st ween their*.

Ttrteor. losieal  anil H i rer  IJeport*
Tb<* signal service, United States army, 

reports, for the benefit of commerce, the 
meteorological record, and rise or fall of
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persons or corporations, having lawful au­
thority therefor, may hereafter erect bridges 
across the Ohio river, for railroad or other 
uses, upon compliance with the provision* 
and requirements oi this act.

Sec. 2. That every bridge hereafter erectOfcL. 1 ilttt Cl > DHUfjv uw • I* 1 * I v V , ---------  -- ----
..,,.,.,.<,1 the Ohio" river, above the mouth | ; pxist; thereupon all duties imposed hy law

• >. .j 1 _ . 1. .11 1. » r,,. » 1.,.. /in uaancanrc un<) <:a-ia*onI (ASilPkni IT**". FYCfDt

the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three, or at such time prior thereto, 
in the districts icspectively, R3 Vhe Commis­
sioner nf Internal Revenue may find practi­
cable, the offices ot assessor aud assistant 
assessor of internal revenue shall cease to

the rivers, at
<lay. a»

.13 V >! . !oca! time, y ester- i
j
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I.v.** .it the United Slate. J’astcd r,» the 
Third Hcs.ieu «i «he luuj.«ec.u<i 
liingress.

[Gen'em*!. X.vrCTtE—Ni. 1 :
An act ti* authorize the. construction of 

bridges across the Ohio river, and Jo 
prescrib* the dimensions of the *am» 
lie it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representative* of the United States of 
Auiu’K'ii ;i • ingle*, assembled II at any

of tbe Big Sandy, shall have at least one 
span of a height of not less than ninety 
feet above low water, and of not less than 
forty feet above local highest water, meas­
ured to the bottom chord of the bridge ; 
that every bridge hereafter erected acres* 
the tfiiio river below the mouth of the Big 
Sandy, shall have at least one span of a 
height ol no* less than one hundred feet 
above low water, and of not less than forty 
f.-et above highest water, measured to the 
bottom chord of the. bridge ; that this higfc 
span shall give a clear opening of at least 
four hundred feet between the piers, meas­
ured at right angles to the current at every 
stag -, and that it shall be placed over the 
tnitiu channel of the river used hy boats 
during ordinary stages of water: provided, 
however, that any one company, lawfully 
authorized hy the States of AV t-st A-.rgiBia 
and * )hio, is hereby authorized tc* construct 
a bridge across the Ohio river, from the 
city of Wheeling, in the State of West Vir­
ginia, to the opposite sole ot said river 
within the State of Ohio, with a span fiver 
the main channel ol nut less than three hun­
dred and fifty feet in length, and in all other 
respects conformable and subject to the 
provisions of this act. so fir a» the same 
are applicable to bridges about the mouth 
of the Big Sandy; and provided, that in 
ease this high span is not over the low- 
water channel, suitable arrangements he 
made elsewhere to permit the passage of 
single boats under the bridge at low water; 
that all bridges over tbe Ohio river below 
tbe Covington and Cincinnati suspension 
bridge, shall have, in addition to the high 
span prescribed above, a pivot draw, gi'. ing 
two clear openings of one hundred and 
sixty feet each, measured at right angles to 
the current at the average *tage of water 
in the river, and located in a part of the 
bridge Jtbat can be safely and conveni­
ently reached at that stage, ami that said 
draw shall be opened promptly, upon reason­
able signal, for the passage of boats w hose 
construction shall not be such as to ad mit of 
their passage undef the stationary spans 
of said bridge, except when trains are pass­
ing over the same; but in no ease shall 
unnecessary delay occur in opening the 
said draw before or after the passage oi 
trains.

Sec. 3. That the piers of the high span 
and the piers of the draw shall be built 
parallel w ith the current at that stage of 
the river which is most important for navi­
gation; and that no ripraps or other outside 
protection for imperfect ioundation will be 
permitted iu the channel-way of the high- 
span, or of the draw openings.

Sec. 4. That,any person, company, or 
corporation authorized to construct a 
bridge across the Ohio river shall give 
notice, by publication for one week in news­
papers having a wide circalation, in not 
less than two newspapers in the cities 
of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, and Louisville, 
for bridges, above the mouth oi tbe B:g 
Sandy, aud in the cities of Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis. Mem­
phis, and New Orleans, for bridges ii. low 
tbe mouth of the Big Sandy, and shall 
submit to'the Secretary of War, for his 
examination, a design an.l drawing* of the 
bridge and piers, and a map of the lo- 
ea ion, giving, fur the space of at 
least one mile above and one mile below the 
proposed location, the topography of the 
banks of the river, the shore lines at high 
and low water, the direction of the current 
at all stages, and the soundings accurately 
showing the bed of the stream, the La-ati- u 
of any other bridge or bridge*, atu! shall 
furnish such other information as may be 
required for a full and satisfactory under 
standing of the subject by the Secretary «f 
War; and if the Secretary • f War is satis­
fied that the provisions of the law have been 
complied with in regard to location, the 
building of the piers t*iay be at once com­
menced; but if it shall appear that the con­
dition* prescribed by tins set can n..t be 
complied with at the loci* ion where it is 
desired t<* construct the bridge, tin- ’*• s 
tary of W ar shtril. after considering any 
remonstrances tiled against the building «d 
• aid bridge, and fiirnlsliiug copies of such 
remonstrances to the board of engineers 
provided tor in this act, dt tail a board com 
posed of three experienced officers ol the 
corps of engineers, to examine the ease, 
and may. on their recommendation, author­
ize such modifications in the requirements 
of this act. as to locate n and piers, as will 
permit tlie construction of the bridge : in T. 
however, diminishing the width of '.be 
spans contemplated by this act: provided, 
that the tree navigation ot the *ive; be jiot 
materially injured tlieivbv.

Sec. o. That ail panics owning, occupy­
ing or opera! ing bridgi • over the Ol : » river 
shall maintain, at their own expense, from 
sunset to sunrise throughout the year such 
lights on their bridges as may be r> quired 
by tbe lighthouse board for the security of 
navigation ; ami all persons owning, occu­
pying or opera): ng any bridge over the «>bio 
river shall, in any event, maintain all li; 
on tlieir bridge that may be ui-cc*- :*ry ;or 
the sectiritv ot navigation.

Sec. <i That any bridge constructed un­
der this act. according to its limitation*, 
shall be a lawful structure, and shall be 
recognized and kuown as a post route, 
upon which, also, no higher charge shall be 
made for the transmission over tbe same 
of the mails, tlie troops, and the munitions 
of war of the. United States than The rate 
per mile paid for the transportation over 
the railroads or public highways leading to 
said bridge; and the United States shall 
have the right ol way fur postal telegraph 
purposes across any such bridge; and in 
case of any litigation arising from any ob­
struction or alleged obstruction to the navi­
gation of said river, created by tbe con 
struetion <»f any bridge under this act. tbe 
cause or question arising may be tried be­
fore tbe district court of the United States 
of any State in which any portion of said 
obstruction or bridge touches.

Sec. 7. That the right to alter or amend 
tbm act, so as to prevent or remove all in t 
terial obstructions tc the navigation of paid 
river bv tbe future construction of bridges. 
i» hereby expressly reserved, without any 
liability"of the governmant for damages »d 
account of the alteration or amendment ot 
this act, oren account of the prevention .*r 
requiring the removal of any such obstrue 
timis; and if any change be made in the plan 
of construction of any bridge constructed 
under This act, during the progress *>i the 
work thereon or before the completion oi 
suck bridge, such change shall be subject 
to the approval of the Secretary of War: 
and any change in the construction, or any 
alteration of any such bridge that may in 
directed at any time by Gongress, shall lie 
made at tbe cost ami expense of the owner* 
thereof.

t»i;c. i*. That joint resolution number ton. 
approved April seventh, eighteen hundred 
and sixty ii mo, authorizing tile construc­
tion of :i 'bridge ov.-i- the#Ohi.» river at l’a 
dm ah. be, an,, tin? same hereby . -, re­
pealed.

Sec That the provisions of a n  act en­
titled ’ An act to provide for the* letter 
security ••* tile on veja-i* propelled i l 
whole or in part by steam." etc,, approved 
February twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-one. so l'ar as they relate to 
the limit .torn of steam pressure of steam­
boats used exclusively for towing and ear 
rving freight on the Albsisdppi river and 
its tributaries, are hereby so laf mollified 
as to substitute for seek boats one hundred 
am! fifty pounds ot steam pressure 
in place of one hundred and ten 
pounds, :** provide ! in said act ?••? the 
standard pressure upon standard boilers of 
forty-two inchi s diameter, and of plates oi 
on* -quarter of an inch in thickness: and 
such boats may. on the written permit 
the supervising inspector of the district iu 
which such boats shall ■earry on their bu,-i 
ness for a period of twelve months from and 
after the passage of this act, be permitted 
t.* carry »team above the standard pri-ssuri 
of one hundred ami ten pounds, but not ex­
ceeding the •tandard pressure iff one hua 
died and Xit’tv pounds to the square inch.

,f •; BLAINE,
>• caker «'! the l isc ol Representative* 

SCHUYLER COLFAX,
Yrv President of the United N.a'.c* and 

President of the Senate

on assessors and assistant assessors, exeep  ̂
a* hereinafter otherwise provided, be. anil 
the same are hereby,transferred to and im­
posed upon colleetois of internal rev­
enue, to be performed by them or their 
deputies; and that all returns and re­
ports required hy law tube made to the said 
assessor* and assistant assessors shall be 
made to the said collectors, or to tlieir dep­
uties; and that ♦ Itch of saiii assessors shall, 
prior to tlie date aforesaid, and at the time 
set therefor by tlie Commissioner ot Inter­
nal Revenue, transfer Jo such revenue offi­
cer as may be designated by the < oiumi.*- 
sionef «< Internal Revenue for that pur­
pose all hooks, papers aud other property 
belonging to t lie government in his p sscs- 
»ion, ot in that of any of bis assistant as­
sessors, and shall til* with lii* final account 
an inventory thereof in detail, with the re ­
ceipt ot said revenue officer thereior; anil 
from the time set for said transfer, hi* 
office aud that of hi* assistants shah cease.

Sec. 2. That the Gomniissioucv ot inter­
nal Revenue is hereby authorized and re 
quiieil thereafter to make the inquirie*. de­
terminations and a.ise*sUieu;s *>« the follow­
ing taxe*. to wit:

For deficiencies impo»ed by the provi­
sions ot section twenty of an act entitled 
"An aci imposing taxes on distilled spirits 
aud tobacco, and for other purposes, ap 
prhved July twentieth, eighteen hundred 
mid sixty-eight, a* amended by subsequent 
ucts.

Semi annually, tipon the iieposit.*. capi­
tal. and circulation of each person, bank, 
association, company, or corporation en­
gaged in the business of banking, imposed 
by the provisions i f section one hundred 
anil ten ol an act entitled “ An act to pro­
vide internal revenue to support the gov- 
ernuient and to pay interest on the public 
debt, and ior other purposes,'' approved 
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and e;*ty- 
lour, a.* ain nded and supplemented by 
subsequent acts.

Upon article* provided for in section 
five, and iu tiic first proviso of section four­
teen of an act entitled “ An act to amend 
existing law* relating to internal revenue, 
and for other purposes,’* appeared March 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven.

Upon tobacco, snuff aud cigars, provided 
for in 8ectiun*sixty of an act entitled “An 
act imposing taxes on distilled spirits 
and tobacco, and for other purposes,” 
approved July twentieth, eighteen hundred 
and sixty eight, as arneudi il by section 
thirty-one ot an act entitled "An act to re­
duce duties on imports and to reduce in­
ternal taxis, and for otht r purposes," ap­
proved June sixth, eighteen hundred and 
seventy two.

Upon legacies am* successions, am! •>( all 
other internal revenue taxes liable to bo as­
sessed, or accruing under the provisions oi 
former acts: and tlie said Commissioner 
shall certify such assessment*, when made, 
to the proper collectors, respectively, wbi* 
shall proceed to collect and account lor 
taxes so certified iu the same manner as as­
sess lflent* cur lists are now collected and ac­
counted fer.

Sec. 3. That si! r-pecia! taxes imposed by 
law, accruing alter April thirty, eighteen 
hundred and seventy three, including the 
taxon stills, or worms, shall be paid by 
stamps denoting the tox, and the Commie- 
sionerof Inter ml K venue is hereby aiulftr- 
ized and required to procure appropriate 
mamps tor the payment of such taxi s; and 
the provisions oi section twenty-six and 
one hundred and one of an act entitled, 
“ An act imposing taxe* on distilled spirits 
and tobacco, and (or other purposes," ap­
proved Jul> twentieth, eighteen bundled 
and sixty-eight, and all other provisions of 
law relating t« the ; r paration inti i- -are *d 
stamp* for distilled spirit*, fermented 
liquor*, tobacco aud cigars, su far a* appli­
cable. are hereby extended, «•* a* to in­
clude such stamps, and ’he Commissioner 
of internal lie . i-nue shall have authority to 
make ail needitil rule* and regulation* rela­
tive thereto. Every jiet.-iti *ngaged in any 
business, avocation, or employment, who i* 
thereby made liable to.a special tax. except 
tobacco peddlers, shall place and k« ep con­
spicuously iu bis establishment or place of 
business all stamps denoting the payment of 
said special tax; and any person who shall, 
through negligence, fail to so place and 
keep said s’amp shall, upon coni iction, be 
sentenced to pay a penalty equal to the 
special t ix for which his business rendered 
linn liable, and the costs of prosecution; 
but in no ease sbaM said penalty lie less 
than ten dollar*. And where the failure 
to comply with the foregoing provision of 
law siiali be through willful neglect or ri 
lusah then the penalty shall be double the 
amount above prescribed; provided, that 
nothing contained in this section shall 
change, or in any way att'-et the liability ot 
any person for exercising or carrying on 
ai»y trade, business or profession, orooing 
anv act for the exercising, carrying on in­
duing of which a special 'ax is imposed by 
law, without the payment thereof.

,Sec. 4. That each collector of internal 
reveuue shall, under regulations of tlie 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, place 
and keep conspicuously in his office, for 
public inspection, an alphabetical list of 
tbe names of all persons who shall have 
paid special taxes within his district, anil 
shall stateTIn-reon the time, place and busi­
ness for which su-*h special taxes have been 
paid.

Sec. ■>. That section one hundred and ten 
of an act entitled “ An act to provide in­
ternal revenue to support the government, 
to pay interest on the public debt, and fur 
other purposes,” approved June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred aud sixty four, as subse­
quently amended, he so amended that the 
return* therein required to be made shall be 
made and rendered semi-annually on the 
first day of December and the tii>t day ot 
June, in"duplicate; one copy of which shall 
be transmitted to the collector of the proper 
district, and one copy to tlie Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue.

Sk<’. ’) Tii at tlie act entitled "An act ;m 
pH-itig taxes on distilled spirits and to- 
bac -o, and for other purpose.*,’’ approved 
July twentieth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-eight, as amended Tv subsequent 
acts, oe further amended as follows, 
tc* wit;

That section five be amended *a that the 
duplicate statement therein required to i»e 
retained by tlie arsietant assessor of the 
district *L ." from and alter tbe time w hea 
the office of said assistant assessor shall 
cease.be transmitted by the collector to 
the U-.mmis.*: mer of Internal Revenue.

dhat section nineteen be amended so 
that one of the dupl < ate returns therein 
required To be »ent to the assistant a,*.- *sor 
ot the district shall, from and after ilo- 
time when the office of said assistant assi -  
sor shall cease be trans«nitted by tbe col­
lector to tbe Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue.

That section twenty-eight be **• a;;:eT>tic:i* 
that all of ’.lie :»d*il.mal commission of one- 
lialfof • cc p sr centum therein allowed shall 
I« paid to the collector receiving the tax on 
all spirit* preuitt* * ** after th.- office .:f the 
assessor shall re are under the pro-, i.-iot;,* oi 
thi* act: provided, that the total net •-••m 
pensation of collectors a* now fixed by law 
shall not be thereby increased.

That section filry-nine let *u amended 
that incase any puldler refuses to exhibit 
a proper certificate from the collector of his 
or her • Utrie'. end fail* t • show cause why 
the property seized shall tot be forfeited, 
proceedings for ;t* forfeiture shall i* taken 
and had under the getv sal provision.

Approved, I> •cember 17. 187; 
. I S. GRANT.

{Generat. NatcijE—N<*. 3.J 
Au act for the reduction of officer* am! *-x 

jiecse* of the internal revenue.
Be i ; » nailed by the Senate and llouft of 

Representatives of the United States of 
AiucriwA u. V*i gross gsre-inbied. That wl

the iti?eniiii i'« 1 «•'*-.'• relating to ti#r-
ici* '.lit •.

**"•?ion one bnn-That the rc viftioDft . !
*ire<i rid three be cgiteiujb*d and made ap-
# • ■ e t * The piovi.-iotja < This act.

Set . 7. That section fori’>• three of e :: act
€0?iti*Ml *‘Aia ic* td* reduce1duties on ini’,tori*
and to reduce int-rnal t;n*i-s. and for other
purposes " approved June sixth, 
hundred and seventy-two, be. and 
i* herebv. repealed.

fi ‘ That the Cotiitii ■ **ioe ■■t ef Intftf-
rial Kcv*inue shall, tinder •! •? •iirretiioxi 4.»1
the Sc ef’etary of tbo Treasury. re^uirv That
•. ! • • lector ol ib tercal rev,n UC P i: 'J.1J# U--

fore elite•riu  ̂upon ib- duties p rtftCi n :Cii b\

thi§ act. give add it • d 4-.’?ldi‘!i'jted
that said collector shall faithfully perform 
tl e dutii • of his office according to the pro­
visions of existing laws or ot laws hereafter 
enseted.

Sec. 9. That the Commissioner ot Inter 
nal Revenae be. and hereby is, authorized 
to designate < t. • ’ i • . .*•.; divi.iou a.- 
chiefeierk of the bureau without additRswl 
compensation

A p p r o v e d  D e c e m b e r  .7 l r ‘

TREATIES AND VKOt LA-MATION*.

Postal Convention between the United 
States of Amorim* aud the Republic of 
Ecuador.  ̂ _ _ „
The undersigned, John A. ,T. Creswell, 

Postmaster General of the United States of 
America, in virtue of the powers vested in 
him by law. and Antonio Flores, minister 
ot the Republic of Ecuador at Washington, 
in the name of his government, and bv 
virtue ot tbe powers which be bus formally 
presented to this effect, have agr#ad upon 
the following articles, to wit:

XRTICLB X.
An exchange ot mails ehall hereafter 

take place between the United States of 
America and the Republic oi Ecuador, by 
tbt* ordinary means ol communication via 
the, Isthmus of Panama, the government of 
the United States to be at the expense oi 
Tlie. transportation thereof between New 
York and Panama, San Francisco and 
Panama, so long a* direct service by 
United States steamers, including the 
Isthmus transit, is maintained under exist- 
in or conditions; aud tho government of 
Ecuador to be at-the *x; Base of the trans- 
porticu thereof between Panama and 
Ecuador so long as the present or other 
similar arrangement for the ocean mail ser­
vice between Panama and Ecuador is con­
tinue*?. The correspondence so exchanged 
shall comprise:

1. Letters anil manuscripts suTijeot uy the 
laws of either country to letter rate of post­

il, Newspapers and prints of all kitnls. 
in sheet*, iu pamphlet*, and in books, sheet* 
of rwisic. engravings, lithographs, photo­
graphs, drawings, maps and plans, and such 
correspondence may be exchanged, whether 
originating iu either ot said countries aud 
destinedMfcthe other, or originating in or 
destinelfTor foreign countries to whiek thej 
may respectively serve as intermediaries.

ARTICX.E tt.
New York and San Franeisci* shat! be 

the offices of exchange on the side et the 
United States, and Guayaquil and Manta 
shall be the offices of exchange on the side 
of Ecuador, for all mails transmittal! be­
tween the two countries under this arrange* 
in, ut; and all mail matter transmitted ip 
either direction between the respective of- 
fie- s of exchange shall be forwarded in 
closed bags or pouches, under seal, ad­
dressed to the corresponding exchange of­
fice. aud the mails- so dispatched from 
either country to the other shall be for­
warded to the United States consul and 
resident mail agent at Panama, who is here­
by designated as the agent of the two gov­
ernments lor receiving the bags or pouches 
at that port from either direction, and ior 
dispatching the same to their respective ul­
timate destinations.

The two Post Departments may, at any 
time, discontinue cither of said offices of ex­
change or establish others.

ARTICLE IU.
Tim standard weight for the sing!*- rate 

oi postage and rule of progression shall l>e:
1. For letters, or manuscripts subject by 

law to letti-r rate of postage, oue-ball' 
ounce (avoirdupofs).

2. For all other correspondence men 
tioned in the second paragraph of the first 
article, that which each country shall adopt 
for the mails which it dispatches to the 
other, adapted to the convenience and hab­
its of its interior administration: but each 
countrv shall give notice to the other of the 
standard weight k adopts, and of any sub­
sequent change thereof. 1 he weight stated 
by the dispatching exchange office shall 
always be accepted, except in eases of 
manifest error.

ARTICLE IV.
No accounts shall be kept between the 

Postoffice Departments of the two countries 
on the international correspondence, writ­
ten or printed, exchanged between them; 
but each country snail levy, collect aud re­
tain to its vvu use the following postal 
charges, viz: . T . , ,

1. The postage to be charged and col­
lected it* the United States on each letter, 
or manuscript, subject to letter postage, 
mailed in the United States, and addressed 
to any place in the Republic  ̂ot Ecuador, 
shall be twenty cents. United States 
currency, per each weight of half an ounce 
or fraction of half an ounce; and the post­
age to ire charged and collected in Ecuador 
on each letter, or manuscript subject to let­
ter postage, mailed in Ecuador and ad 
dri sred to any place in the United States of 
America, shall be two reals, or tbe fifth 
part of a dollar (hard), Ecuador currency, 
the same to In* in each ease in full of all 
charges whatever to the place of destination 
in either country. Either country, however, 
is at liberty to reduce this charge, but not 
to increase it without the previous assent of 
the other.

2. < ti: all other correspondence mentioned 
in the second paragraph of the first article 
the P.ist Departments of the United States 
and Ecuador may respectively levy, collect, 
and retain to their separate and exclusive 
use such rates ot postage adopted to their 
interior administration and to the cost ot 
sea transportation as they shall deem ad­
visable. But each office shall give notice to 
the other of the rates it adopts, and ol any 
subsequent change, thereof.

Newspapers aud other correspondence of 
the class referred to in the preceding para­
graph shall he sent in harrow hands or 
covers, open at the sides or ends, so that 
that they may be easily examined; and 
packages of such correspondence shall be 
subject to the laws and regulations of each 
country in regai-d to tlieir liability to pay 
customs duty, if containing dutiable goods, 
or to.be rated with letter postage when 
containing written matter, or for any other 
cause specified in said laws aud regulations.

ARTICLE V.
Litters, and other coogmnaications iu 

manuscript, which, from any cause, can not 
lie delivered to their address, after the ex­
piration of a proper period to effect their de­
livery, shall be reqiprocally returned every 
month, unopened and without charge, to 
the Bostoffice Department of the dispatch­
ing count: v^but newspaper*, and ail other 
articles of printed «n*>‘ter, shall not be re- 

| turned, but remain at the disposal of the 
I receivingoffiqe.

Letters erroneously transmitted, or 
wrongly addressed, shall be pi imptlj re- 

j turned t<* the dispatching office without 
j charge.
1 AKTICT.r VI.

The Tost Department of t ie  United 
States shall establish, in conformity with 
the arrangement* for* e at the. Time, the 
conditions upon which the Dost Depart 
ua-<: t o f t: cuador may e x c h a n g e ,  in open 
ma;!*, tbe correspondence originating ii 
Ecuador andilestined for countries to which 
ttm United States may *erw a.« an inti-ruie- 
•li.in; but such correspondence shall only 
lie charged with the international postage 
established by this convention, augmented 
by the postage rates in force between The 
United fit ifes and the country of *i. tii.a- 
tion, ami any other tax for exterior service.

'I h* Post Department of the United States 
•hail furnish the Bust Department of Ecua­
dor with a list stating the foreign countries 
to which the foreign postage And the 
amount* thereof iuu.«t be absolutely pre­
paid, orean be left unpaid, and shall modi- 
ly su. h !i«t from time to time, as the exi- 
getieien ..J is* foteigti po.ta! service may re­
quire.

In cntifineity to the requirement* of tin- 
preceding paragraph, a table marked A ie 
hereunto annexed, enumerating the coun­
tries with which, and speeifyin* tbe terms 
and conditions on which. Ecuador may ex­
change correspondence by tray of the 
United State*.

Correspondence e f tlfi* class must tie ac­
companied by a letter bill from the *iis- 
patching exchange office of Ecuador, speci­
fying the amount due thereon to the United 
States, and the receiv ing exi hange office of 
tbe United States shall return by next post 
to such dispatching exchange office an ac*. 
knowledgment of receipt and verification 
thereof, which letter-l*iiU and acknowl 
edgiaents of reci ij t shall be in conformity 
to tbe models B and C* hereunto annexed, 
mil shrill serve as* Youclier* iu the settle­
ment of the account *.

The accounts to fie kept between the two 
Post Departments upon this class of cor 
respondefeco tlu.Il Le stated quarterly, 
ransmitted anil verified ».* speedily a* 

practicable; and the amounts found doe 
shall be paid promptly to the United (states 
office, under sueh regulations as the respect­
ive Test Department* may from time to 
in;e pres cube. Such quarteily statement 

•hall be prepared by the United .States 
•tree, and shall follow the form IK fcex*- 
unto annexed.

rvTiTTCtJi V?f
Ia UcD feri£iBai*cg ri. ftjcigt toifetritc

and addressed to the United States or 
Ecuador, respectively, on which the foreign 
and international postal charges are fully 
prepaid, shall, when forwarded in the mails 
of either country to the other, be delivered 
in the country of destination lree of charge.

ARTICLE VIII.
The official correspondence between the 

two governments, that of each government 
with its legation near the other, anil ol 
each legation with its government, shall oe 
conveyed to its destination free of postage 
and with all the precautions which the two 
governments may find necessary tor its in­
violability and security.

ARTICLE 15.
When iff one of the two countries there 

is no legation of the other, the franking 
privilege of tlie vacant legation shall he 
transferred, in the terms stipulated in the 
preceding article, to tbe respective qousul- 
ate or vice consulate at York or Gu;ty- 
auuii*

• KTICLK S*
NtilLcU Post Department shall be #e- 

quired to deliver any article received in the 
mails tbe circulation of which shall be pro­
hibited by the law6 in force in the country 
ot destination; and any article subject by 
tbe laws of either country to customs duty 
of to confiscation shall, when received ia 
the mails from the other, be treated in ac­
cordance ®ita the laws e* fhe receiving 
country.

article Af.
Tlie two Tost Departments may, f>y Tnn- 

tual agreement, provide for the transmis­
sion of registered articles in the mails sx* 
changed between the two countries.

The register fee of each article shall be 
fen cents in the United tBtutew and oae 
real i» Ecuador.

article i u .
The two Post Department* shaft settli*. 

bv agreement between them, all measures 
of detail and arrangement required to carry 
this convention into execution and may 
modify the same iu like manner, lrom time 
to time, a* tlie exigencies of the service may 
require. Articles may also, by mutual con­
sent. be amended, added, or suppressed, 
according to the requirements of the ser­
vice, without rescinding or otherwise alter­
ing or impairing any other ef tire articles of 
this courepiion,

ARTICLE s in -  .
This-eofivention shall take effect from the 

•late of the exchange of ratifications, and 
shalf continue in force until annulled by 
mutual consent, or until one year lrom the 
date of notice given by one ol the two de­
partments to the other oi its desire to ter­
minate the same.

ARTICLE XIV.
Done in duplicate, at the city of Wash­

ington, this ninth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one tiaousand eight hundred 
and seventy-one.

.KJHIN A. J. CRESWELL, 
Postmaster General of the United States.

ANTGNIO FLORES.
I hereby approve the atosegoing conven­

tion, and in testimony thereof I have 
caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. .

U. S. GRANT.
By tbe President: .

Hamilton F ish ,
Secretary of State. 

Washington, May 9, 1871.

A PROCLAMATION.
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA.
Convention between the United States and 

the German Empire, respecting Consuls 
and trademarks signed December 11, 
1871; exchanged April 29,1872; proclaimed 
June 1, 1872. #
Wi iereas, A convention between 

the United States of America and 
the German Empire, relating to the 
rights, privileges, immunities ymd 
duties ot Consuls, and to the pro­
tection of trade-marks, was signed ot Bto- 
fin *ia the eleventh day of December, ia 
thw year of our Loud une thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one. by their teepee* 
tive plenipotentiaries;

And whereas a protocol thereto was sighed 
by tbe said plenipotentiaries on the twenty, 
ninth uay of April last; which convention 
and protocol, iu the English and German 
languages are, word fur w*rd, as follows: 

The President of the United States oi' 
America, and his majesty the Emperor of j 
Germany, King of Prussia, in tue name ol 
the German Empire, led by tlie wish to de- 
tine the rights, privileges, immunities and 
duties of the respective consular agents, j 
have ;rei d upon the conclusion of a cou i 
sular convention, and for that purpose have j 
appointed tlieir plenipotentiaries, namely: 

The President of the United States of 
America, George Bancroft, Envoy Extra­
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from 
the said States, near his majesty the Empe­
ror of Germany; his majesty the Emperor 
of Germany. King of Prussia, Bernard 
Konig, his Privy Councilor of Legation, 
who have agreed to and signed the loliow- 
ing articles:

"article i .
Each of the contracting parties agrees to 

receive from tqe other Consuls General, Con­
suls,Vice Consuls aud Consular Agents,in all 
its ports, cities and places, except those 
where it may not be convenient to recognize 
sin h officers. This reservation, however, 
shall not apply to one of the contracting 
parties without also applying to every other 
power.

ARTICLE i i ."
The Consuls General, Consuls, Vice Con­

suls, or Consular Agents shall be reciprocally 
received and recognized, on the presenta­
tion of their commissions, in the forms 
established in their respective countries. 
The necessary exequatur for the exercise of 
their functions shall be furnished to them 
free of charge, anil, on the exhibition ol 
this instrument, they *liall be admitted at 
once.and without difficulty, by the territo­
rial authorities, federal, State or communal, 
judicial or executive, of tlie ports, cities, 
and places of thei*- residency, and district, 
to the emjoymen* of the prerogative* re­
ciprocally granted. The government that 
furnish*-* the exequatur reserves the right 
to v ithdvaw the same on a statement of the 
reasons tux which it Las thought, proper tt*

ARTICLE "If,
The respective Consuls General. Uofr nTs. 

Vice-Consul*, or Consular Agents, as well 
a* thi-ir chancellors anil secretaries, shall 
enjoy in the two countries all privileges, 
•■xeiiip'ion* ami immunities which have 
been granted, or may m future be 
granted-,, t® the agents of the same 
rank ot the most favored nation* Uoftsular 
officers, not Icing citizi ns of the country 
where they are aeeredited, shall enjoy, in 
the country of tlieir residence, personal 
immunity from arrest or irnpiisonment, «-x- 
cept in tin case of crimes, exemption from 
military billeting* arnt contributions, from 
tuilituiy serviee oi every sort, and other 
public duties, and from all dirirt or per 
*nn*i «r sumptuary taxes, duties and con­
tributions, whether Federal, State, or mu- 
Bieipal. It. however, the *ai*l consular i.ffi 
ceis are or become owners of property in 
tint? -• ititry in 14 hicli tli**y result*, nv engage 
in commerce, they shall be subject to"the 
same taxes and imposts, and to the «<•*>— 
jurisdiction, as citizen* of the country, 
property-holders.or merchants. But ,..uler 
no circumstances shall their official income 
i«- subject P* any tax. Consular officers 
"! <• engage in commerce *liall ant plead 
their consular privileges t® avoid ‘their 
commercial liabilities. Consular officers of 
either character shall no* in aby event hi 
interfered with in the exercise :>!' their offi 
via! function*, further than is indispensable 
f<-t th* ^ministration the L*-*s «. the 
country.

ARTICLE t r .
Consul* General, Consul*. Vice UrkisiiT* 

atul Consular Agt-n*. may place th*
outer door«if their office* or of Tlieir dwell 
ings the arms of their nation, with the 
proper inscription indicative ®f the office. 
And they may als® hoist t! fiag of •|„.l, 
country on their consular edifi e, except 
in place wsbere a legation .* fheiv eeuntrx 
»established.
They may al->ho:*T the •  tr 

any vessel employed by *!♦*** i% •■,*• 
the disebart® of tbcdr dtitjt. * 1

*RTICLt 7
T' «• consular archives shaif W- j,f a)| 1 

tin.- - inviolable uni* i*mlet no pretenci 
wh :qver shall the local authorities be bl 
lowed to examine of seise the papers form­
ing part >f them, When.'however, a eon 
v.ilar officer is engaged in otht-T business 
the papers relating to the consulate shall 
Itn kept in a separate enclosure.

The office* am! *1 viclling* Ccflsnles
*1'!.,, are not citizens «f the country of 

iiiGJ 5c*t leii'.t tkui* fed At ai* Vises *x4»aia

ble. The local authorities shall not, except, 
in the case of the pursuit for crimes, under 
any pretext invade them. In no case shall 
they examine or seize tbe pa[)eis there de­
posited. In no event shall those offices "or 
dwellings ly: used as places of asjlum.

ARTICLE VL
?n the event of the death, prevention, or 

absence of Consuls General, ConsiQs, Vice 
Consuls, Consular Agents, their chancellors 
or secretaries, whose official character mav 
have previously* been made known to the 
respective authorities in Germany- or in the 
United States, may temporarily exercise 
their functions, aud, while thus ac ting, they 
shall enji y all the rights, prerogatives, and 
immunities granted by this conventioL to 
the incumbents.

ARTICLE va. ,
Consuls General and Consuls may, with 

the approbation of their respective 'govern­
ments, appoint Vice Consuls and Consular 
Agents iu the cities, ports aud places within 
their consular jurisdiction. These officers 
may be citizens of Germany, of the United 
Stated, or any other country. They shall he 
furnished with a commission by the Consul 
who appoints them and under whose orders 
they are to act, or by the government of 
the country wlucli he represents. They 
shall enjoy the privileges stipulated for 
consular officers iu this convention, subject 
to the exceptions specified*iu article three.

ARTICLE VIII.
Consuls General, Consols, Vice Consuls 

and Consular Agents shalf have the right to 
apply to the authorities of the respective 
countries, whether federal or local, judicial 
or executive, within the extent of their con­
sular district, for the redress of ai.N infrac­
tion of the treaties and conventions exist­
ing Get ween the two conn ries, or ofjnter- 
natiomil law; to ask information ot said 
authorities, and.to address said authorities 
to tbe end of protecting the rig’ut% and in­
terests of their countrymen, especially in 
cases of the absence of the latter; in which 
cases such consuls, etc., shall he presumed 
•> We their legal representatives. If due 
notice should not be taken of such applica­
tion, the consular officers aforesaid, in the 
absence of a diplomatic agent of their 
country, may apply directly to the govern­
ment of the country where they reside.

ARTICLE IX.
CLnsuls General, Consuls. Vice Consuls 

or C-msular Agents of the two countries, or 
their chancellors, shall have the right, con­
formably to the laws aud regulations of 
their country—

1. To take at their office or dwelling, at 
the residence of the parties, or on board of 
vessels of their own nation, the depositions 
of the captains and crews, of passengers on 
board of them, of merchants, or of any 
other citizens of tlnir own country.

2. To receive and verify unilateral acts, 
wills and bequests of their countrymen, 
knd any and ail acts of agreement entered 
upon between citizens of their own country 
and between such citizens and the citizens or 
.other inhabitants of the country where they 
reside; and also all contracts between the 
latter, provided they relate to property sit­
uated or to business to be transacted in the 
territory of the nuliop by which the said 
consular officers ate appointed.

All such acts of agreement and other in­
struments, and also copies and translations 
thereof, when duly authenticated by such 
Consul General, Consul, Vice Consul orCuc- 
suhtr Agent, under his official seal, shall be 
received by public officials and in courts oi 
justice as legal documents, or as authenti­
cated copies, as the case may be. and shall 
have the same loice and effect as if drawn 
up or authenticated by competent public 
officers of one or tbe other of the two 
countries. .

ARTICLE X.

In case of the death of any citizen of 
Germany ia the United States, or of any 
citizen of the United States ia the German 
Empire, without having in the country ol 
his decease any known heirs or testament­
ary executors by him a; pointed, th- com­
petent local authorities shall at once in­
form xhe nearest consular officer of the 

, nation to which the deceased belongs oi the 
•ircmnstance, in order that The necessary 
information may be immediately forwarded 
to parties interested.

Tlie said consular officer shall have the 
right to appear personally oi by delegate 
iu all proceedings on behalf of the absent 

| heirs or creditor! until they are duly repre­
sented.

In all successions to inheritances citizens 
I of each of the contracting parties shall pay 
| in tbe country of the other such duties only 
| as they would be liable to pay if they were 

citizens of the country in which the proper-  ̂
ty is situated or the judicial administration 
of the same may be exercised.

article xi. *
Consuls General, Consuls, Vice Consuls 

and Consular Agents of the two countries 
are exclusively charged w ith the inventory­
ing and the safe-keeping of goods and ef­
fects of every kind left by sailors or pas­
sengers on ships of tbeir nation, who (Le 
either on board ship or on laud, during the 
voyage or in the port of destination.

article XII.
Consuls General, Consuls, Vice Consols, 

aud Consular Agents shall be at liberty to 
go either in person or by proxy on board 
vessels of their nation admitted to entry 
aud to examine the officers and crews, to 
examine the ships’ papers, to receive de­
clarations concerning their voyage, til'd? 
destination and the incidents of the voyage; 
also to draw up mauilesta at*l lists oi 
freight, to facilitate the entry and 
clearance of their vessels, and tu'.lly 
to accompany the said officers or crews be­
fore the judicial or administrative authori­
ties of tlie country, to assist them as their 
interpreters or agents.

The judicial authorities and customhouse 
officials shall iu no case proceed to the ex­
amination or search of merchant vessels 
without having given previous notice to the 
consular officers of the nation to which the 
said vessels belong, iu order to enable tl* 
said consular officers to be present.

They shall also give duo notice •.> the 
said consular officers in order to enable 
them <o be present at any depositions or 
statements to be made in courts of law or 
before local magistrates, by officers or per­
sons belonging to the crew, thus to prevent 
errors or ialse interpretations which might 
impede the correct administration of justice. 
The notice to Consuls, Vice Consuls

•hall
► t l :

Consular Agents, shall name the hour fixed 
for such proceedings. Upon the non appear­
ance oi the said officers or their representa­
tives, fhe case mav be proceeded with in 
their absence.

AKTSCLE XIII.
Consuls General, Consuls, Vice O turds 

or Consular Agents shall have exclusive 
charge ot the internal order of the mt-r- 
*hant vessels of their nation, and shall 
have the exclusive power to take cogni/aQCO 
ot and to determine differences of every 
kind which .may arise, either at sea or in 
po, f. between the captains, officers >;uii 
crews -and specially in reference to wages 
and the execution of mutual contracts. 
Neither any court or authority- shall, on any 
pretext, interfere in these difieienci s. ex- 
cept in cases where the differences on board 
-hip are ot a nature to disturb the peace 
utiii public order in port, or on sbc-Ve, or 

s persons other than the officer* and 
ere-® ot tl** vessel are parties to lim dis­
turbance.*

Except as aforesaid, the local authorities 
-online themselves to the»rendering of 

icient aid to the Consuls, w hen they may 
ask it in order to arrest aud hold ail per- 
son a hose names are borne on the -hips 
articles, anfi whom they may deem it neces- 
i-ary to detain. Those persons shall be ar­
rested at the sole request of the Consuls, ad­
dressed in writing to the local authorities 
ami supported ,by au official extract from 
the register oi the ship or the list of the 
crew, anil shall be held during the whole 
nmc of their stay in port, at the dis- 

of the C o n s u l s .  Tin i, T, lease - 
e'.inteil only at the request ol U-e 

Consuls, made in writing.
The expenses of the arrest anil ileti nti.O 

of thsse j>ereons shall be pa. * l.v the con­
suls.

ARTICLE XIV,
I onsnls General, Consuls, Vice Consu 

"■Hi.sular Agents may arrest tbe ol: ere, 
*ai.®rs and all other persons n ukin'- part 
oi the crews of ships of war or merchant 
vessels oi tbeir- natiou, who may be guilty 
or be accBsed of having deserted said 
ships and vessels, for tlie purposed" gend- 
ingtheni on board or back to their country.

* - that end, the Consuls of Germany in 
the 1 nited Slates shall -♦pi-iy to either the 
leib-ral, State or municipal courts or an- 
•huritiesj arpl the Consuls of the United 
Stupes in Germans- shall appjj- to ai£ oi the


