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I Guv k ra i. N a tu r e—N o. ir.*.*
An act to abolish tlie Iranking jin % iL?*xe.

Ho it enacted by the Senate ami House of 
Representatives o' the United States of 
America in CongreR# assembled. That the 
franking privilege be, and the same hereby 
is, abolished from and a lter the tirst day ot 
July, anno Domini eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three, and that thenceforth a ! offi
cial correspondence, o f whatever nature, 
and other mailable matter sent Irom or ail- 
dressed to any officer of the government or 
person now authorized to frank such m at
ter, shall be chargeable with the same rates 
of postage as may be lawfully imposed upon 
like maUei sent' bv or addressed toother  
persons; provided, that no compensation or 
allowance shall now or hereafter be ma le 
to .Senators, members and delegates ot to ■ 
House o! Representatives on account of

Approved Jan. ..1. I-
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l * r o n re a »  in  !h u  S o u i h w c i t .
| From the St. Lou. KepuhliCMi |

The citizens of St. Louis are not indiffer
ent to the, wonderful progress of the vast 
and fertile expanse of country between the 
Missouri live r anil *he L.o Grande ami 
G u lf oi Mexico, t-s #  than a score of 
years ago Southwest Missouri, \ \  estern 
Arkansas end neatly the whole «»f the 
great State of Texas was almost a wilder- 
oess, only tit eked here and there by settle 
merits of advcnturiois pioneers, who had 
reared their rude Louie* far away from the 
Vaunts of civilization. Hut these dis
jointed settlements were only the vanguard 

the ruilliouB destined soon t<* follow 
them. Southwest Missouri is now w ithin  
the borders of civilization. The pioneer's 
rabin ha- giTctt plaec to the comfortable 
farm  house ; the small clearings have been 
expanded into great plantations, and the

• fude wh}H ido inn la *  vanish<*<i b> ruaku
room for the thriving city w ith its elegant 
hotel. The same thing is true of VV estern 
A rkansas. Hut in the march to greatness 
Texas seems to have taken the lead. 1 hat 
terra iiicnijnittt, to which law breakers hut 
late ly tied, as if to a land of refuge where no 
minions of the lav.* ever followed, and 
Where they were fr-t front all apprehcii- 
rions of hi ing disturbed by to > inquisitive 
acquaintances, is risuig i't importance, and 
bids fair to hcconie the etiipir-' Slat-- ot the 
republic. This forward movement has In eu 
inaugurated under most favorable auspices. 

” A better class of ret tiers have taken the 
places of those who pioneered civilization
5n that State. The necessities ol the situa
tion impressed the later immigrants with 
the importance of action. The time had 
passed for them to wait. I  hey went t t 
work. The results have been a rapid growth 

' in population, wealth, and all that goes to 
m ake up a pres peri us and cell-sufficient 
people. To show w hat is being done in 
Texas If is only to •ssarv to present a 
statement of the railroad lines, projected 
Mild nearly completed. Tins railroad sys
tem will soon open up m arly  every portion 
oi' the State to settlement. The number ot 
Utiles of completed m  <k- over which trains 
Are daily run at ptes. lit is as follows:

• in te rn a t io n a l ..  ........................................................
Houston lit»«l Giflit Norllitm ............................
T exas  t ta u tr iil............................ ...................................
Austin  B ranch...............................................................  1 *?
W aco B ran ch ...................................... .......................... : *
*7*1 vest on and H ouston ........................ .. ...............  • "*

. iia lveston . I la in  th in g  and .^aii Antonio............
Texas Ba* itic..........................  ........................ t,,>
tiuir Westeiii. T« h.i* an i Pw ific............ ..........  4U
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* in hied. That 
thirteen thousune 
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. to  s u p p ly  a u e t ic ir u c y  u 
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i ll h u n d re d  and  sex e i i ty  

a- ex |i« tis.-s on th e  p a r t o 
o l th e  u u i ' i l  co m m iss ion

am American am! liciti.-h claims, appoitited 
the tw elfth  article of the treaty be

tween tin- United States and Great Britain, 
signed M iv eighth, eightien nundreil and 
seventy-one.

Skc. V!. I'Hr jutyment o f tout factors lor 
stone work, and other employes, on the 
postoffiec and eourthoitse in New l o ik  city, 
live hundred tliousaiid doll i-s.

Approved February is. k

T o ta l __ lot; i
t f  those roads are extended ns rapidly as 

promised, at thecl se ot this year there 
w ill be MIIOO miles of completed roads in the 
M a te  of Texas. The Cairo and Kill ton rail
road. when completed, w ill connect St. 
Louis with the International, of T< xas. and 
l»y this connection with all the important 
roads of the State. The position of St. Louis 
is such that no rival tor the vast trade ot 
Texas need he feared, tl the lcact interest 
Is taken to secure it.

M e t e o r o lo g ic a l  unit l l i v t r  R e p o r t .

The signal service. I  ulteil States army, 
reports, for the benefit of commerce, the 
meteorological reco: d. and rise or fa ll of

the rivers, at 11. Id 1* 
«lay. as tallows:

M , hau l time, ytvter-

IC ix t .K t i .  N a TI r : —No. !
An act" to provide for the holding addi

tional t-rm s of the circuit court ot the 
United States 1 -r the southern district ot 
New York.
He it enacted 1>,v the Senate and House 

of Representatives of the United States ot 
America in Congress assembled. 'I hat ad 
ditional terms of the circuit court of the 
United States lot the southern district ot 
New f  ork shall hereafter he held in each 
year, commencing ns follows? On the sec
ond Wednesday of January, on the second 
Wednesday oi March, on the second 
Wednesday ot May, «>u the third AA edties- 
day ol June, on the second Wednesday of 
October, and ou the second Wednesday ol 
December. The holding oi any ot the 
above mentioned terms shall not dispense 
with or a licet the holding of any other 
term of the court at the same time, nor 
shall the pending of any other term of the 
court prevent the holding of any of the 
terms hereby appointed.

Sk i:, g. That the terms hereby appointed 
shall he devoted exclusively to the tria l and 
disposal of the criminal cases and matters 
ari.-ing aud pending in said court. The 
terms of said court appointed by this act 
may he held bv the circuit judge * f  the sec
ond judicial circuit and the district judges 
lor the southern and eastern districts oi 
New York, or any one of said three judges; 
and at every such term held by said judge 
of said eastern district he *lm!l receive the 
sum of three hundred dollars, the same to 
be paid iu the manner now prescribed by 
law lor the payment of the expenses ot an
other district judge while holding court in 
said district. A ll rccognizauc.es and bail 
bonds taken in criminal cases for an appear
ance at a circuit court in said district con
ditioned upon an appearance a t the next 
one of the t'-nns hereby appointed shall he 
valid, and grand and petti jurors shall be 
summoned to attend the said terms as now 
at othei terms of the court 

Approved February 7, I87II.

{(Ji.NKR.M N ATl'Ith—-No TVJ 
An art to hx the time for holding the an

nual session of the Supreme Court of the 
Unit-.-d State*, and for other purposes, 
lie i; enacted by the Senate and House ol 

Representatives id the United States of 
America in Congress assembled. That irom 
and after the passage of this act the annual 
session of the Supreme Court o f the United 
States shall commence on the second Mon
day of October iu each year, and all ac
tions. suits, appeals, recognizances, pro 
cesses, writs, and proceedings whatever, 
peuding or which may be pending in said 
court, or returnable thereto, shall have day 
therein, aud he heard, tried, proceeded 
with, and decided, in like manner as i f  the 
time of holding said se#ei:m had not been 
hereby altered.

Approved January t l, H7 I.

ions and condition of such institutions, as 
Hie Secretary of the Treasury shall require, 
and shall lay before him the annual esti
mates for their support And the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall appoint the number 
of clerks, classified according to law, neces- 
sa: v to discharge the duties of said bureau.

M.'j •!. That the officers ot each mint 
shall be a superintendent, an assayer. a 
melter and refiner, and a coiner, and. tor 
the mint at Philadelphia, an engraver, all to 
be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice aud con-ent 
of the Senate.

Si.c. 1. That the superintendent of each 
mint shall have the control thereof, the su
perintendence of the officers aud persons 
employed therein, and the supervision ol 
tlie business thereof, subject to the approval 
of the Director of the M int, to whom he 
shall make reports at such limes and ac 
cording to such forms as the Director ot the 
M int may prescribe, which shall exhibit in 
detail, and under appropriate heads, the 
deposits of bullion, She amount of gold, sil
ver, and minor coinage, and the amount ol 
imparted, standard aud refined bars issued, 
aud such other statistics aud information a- 
ii.av be required. The superintendent ot 
each mint shall also receive and safe y keep, 
unrii legally withdrawn, ail moneys or bul
lion which sh.tli ho U r  tl.e use or the ex 
penses of the m int. He shall receive all 
bullion brought to the mint lor a-say or 

coinage; shall be the keepered' all bullion 
or cool in the mint, except while the same 
i- legally in the Lands ot o ilier officers; ami 
shall deliver all coin- struck at the mint t i 
the persons to whom they sit-I! he legally
payable. From the report of the assayer 
and the weight o f the bullion, he shall com
pute the value o i each deposit, and also the 
amount of the ch a rge s  or deductions, it any, 
of all which he shall give a detailed memo
randum to the, depositor ; and he shall aiso 
give at the same time, under his hand, a 
certificate oi the net amount of the deposit, 
to be paid iu coins ur bars of the same spe
cie- of bullion as that deposit -d. the cor
rectness of which certificate shall he veri
fied bv the assayer, who shall countersign 
trie same; a u d 'iu  a ll cases of transfer of 
coin or bulliott. he shall give and receive 
vouchers, stating the amount and character 
of such corn or bullion. He shall keep and 
render, quarter-yearly, to the Director of 
the M int, lor the purpose of adjustment, ac
cording to such forms as may he prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, regular 
and faithful accounts of hi# transactions 
with the other officers ot the mint and the 
depositors; and shall also render to him a 
monthly statement of the ordinary ex
penses of the mint or assay office under his 
charge. He shall also appoint all assist
ant*. clerks (one of whom shall be desig- 
natt d “chief clerk,") and workmen em
ployed under his superintendence; hut no 
person shall be appointed to employment iu 
the offices of the assayer, melter and re
finer. coiner or engraver, except ou the 
recommendation and nomination in writing  
of those officers respectively; and he shall 
forthw ith report to the Director o f the 
M int the names of a ll persons appointed by 
him. the duties to be performed, the rate of 
compensation, the appropriation from 
which compensation is to be made, and the 
grounds of the appointment; and i f  the D i
rector of the M int shall disapprove the 
same, the appointment shall be vacated.

Sk i . 5. That the assayer shall assay all 
metals and bullion, whenever such assays 
are required in the operations of the mint; 
he shall also make assays of coin or samples 
o f bullion whenever required by the super
intendent.

NtiC. 'i. That the melter and refiner shall 
execute all the operations which are neces
sary in order to form ingots of standard 
silver or gold, and alloys for minor coinage, 
suitable tor the coiner, from the metals 
legally delivered to him lor that purpose; 
and shall also execute ali the operations 
which are necessary in order to 
form bars conform able in a ll re
spect* to the law. from the gold and 
silver bullion delivered to him lor 
that purpose. He shall keep a cart till re
cord o f a ll transaction# w ith the superin
tendent, noting the weight and character 
of the bullion; aud shall be responsible for 
all bullion delivered to him until the same 
is returned to the superintendent and the 
proper vouchers obtained.
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and silver coins of the In ite d  States P.iail 
be such that ot one thousand pa# . 
weight nine hundred shall he ot pure metal 
and one hundred of alloy; and the a* y 
of the silver coins shall be of copper, and 
the alloy of the gold coins shall be el cop
per, or of copper and silver; out the si.xei 
shall in no case e x c e e d  one-tenth of the 
whole allov. . ,  , . .  ,

hKC. 14. That the g«'bl coins of the l mted 
States shall be a one-dollar piece, wince, at 
the standard weight of twenty-five and 
eight-tenths grains, shall ho the unit ot 
value; a quarter-eagle, or two-and-a -lalt 
dollar piece; a three-dod.tr pu-ce: a Halt 
eagle, or five-dol'ar piece; an eagle, or ten 
dollar piece: and a double eagle, or twenty- 
dollar piece. And the Btuniluiu. weight 
of the gold dollar shall be twenty-five 
and eight-tenths grains; o f the quarter- 
eagle, or two-anu a halt dollar piece, 
-ixty-fcur aud a hail g ra in s: e l the 
three titular piece, seventy-seven aud 
four-tenths grains; of the h tit eagle, or live 
dollar p.eee, one hundred and twenty-nine 
grains; of the eagle, or >• n dollar piece, two 
hundred and lilty->ight gram -: ol t;>' 
double eagle, or twenty dod.tr piece, five 
hundred and sixteen ^grains: w.iich aaiiis 
shall be a legal tend* r iu all payments at 
their nominal valu • when not below the. 
standard wei d.t and lim it "1 loViance pro- 

tueee. aa.l.vided in this net lo rtla
• said stand- 
legal tender 
their actual 

' the United

year, paid into the treasury of the l  nited 
States.

Stic. 'J8. That «ilver coin# other t ban the 
trade-dollar shall be paid out at the sev
eral mints, and at the assay office in New  
Y'ork city, ru exchange tor gold coins at 
par, in sums not lees than one hundred 
dollars', and it shall be law ful, also, to 
transmit parcels of the same, from time to 
time, to the assistant treasurers, deposita
ries aud other officers of the l  nited Mates, 
under general regulations proposed by the 
Director of the M int aud approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury: but nothing 
herein contained shall prevent the payment 
of silver coins, at their nominal value, tor 
silver parted from gold, as provided iu 
this act. or for change less than one 
dollar in settlement M r gold deposits; 
provided, that l'or two years a lter 
the passage of this act. silver coins 
shall be paid at the mint in I ’mladelphia 
and the assay office in New York city for 
silver bullion purchased tor coinage, under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by 
t ’ne Director of the M ur. aud approved by 
the Secretary of the 1 n asurv.

M;c. 'J'.t. That for tic- purrtia*e of tne'.il 
for the minor coinage authora/eil l>y this

not ;• XC* dim thou- ;tid 
■ l nited

(GLNEU.it. N a tu r e—N o. N J 
An net to authorize the construction of

eight steam vessels of war, aud for other
purposes.
lie  it enacted by the Senate anil House of 

Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled. That the 
Secretary of the Navy bo authorized to 
construct eight steam vessels of war. w ith  
auxiliary sail power, and of such class or 
classes as. in his judgment, w ill best sub
serve the demaud# ot the service, each 
carrying six or more guns of large caliber; 
the bu ilt to bo built ol iron or wood, as the 
Secretary m ay determine; provided, that 
the aggregate tonnage of the whole number 
shall not exceed eight thousand tons, and 
that the cost of building the same shall 
not exceed three million two hundred 
thousand dollars; and provided, that tour 
of sail! vessels shall be built, in whole 
or in part, iu private yards, upon contract 
with the lowest responsible bidder therefor, 
upon public competition and proposals, due 
notice thereof being given _ hy advertise
ment, upon models, spec me aliens and 
drawings t unifie  d by the Navy Dcpait- 
ment. and under its direction aud supei- 
vi*ion, if, upon lu ll examination and c a- 
sideration. the same .-hail be deemed prac* 
ticable. by the Secretary o f  the Navy; or 
the hu ll#•»! any portion •>! said v<-.—■ !* may 
be built upon private contract in the gov
ernment yards upon like proposals, models, 
specifications, drawings and supervision, 
am t upon like  examination and considera
tion. M e government in eitlieu case fur
nishing such material# as may he deemed 
prac tit able by the Secretary o f the N avy.

Sts’, ft. Tha t neither o f said vessels shall 
be commenced until fu ll and complete mod- 
ids. specifications, and drawings shall be 
made for its construction in a ll its parts. 
And attei such mod* Is and drawings are 
approved by the proper authority, they 
shall not be changed in any reap-ct when 
the cost will exceed one hundred dollars, 
except upon the recommendation of a hoard 
ol survey composed el not Its* than live 
officers of the navy, and approved by the 
Secretary of the Navv: and i; changes are 
thus made, the actual cost o f ami damage 
caused bv such change eh.il! he estimated 
by etteh bo.it'd o f survey; an 1 the terms oi 
tlie contract shall provide that thee* iitrec- 
t us shall he bound by the estimate < i s.ial 
boaid as f * the amount of increased or d i
minished  , •unpensation they are I ' t m  ive,  
it any. m , in •< queuec of . tty such changes, 

roved F« brum v I •. 1 s* 'A

SfcC. 7. That the coiner shall execute all 
the operations which are necessary in order 
to form coins, conformable in all respects 
to the law. from the standard gold and sil
ver ingots, and alloys for minor coinage, 
legally delivered to him for that purpose; 
and snail be responsible for ali bullion de
livered to hint, until the same is returned 
to the superintendent and the proper vouch
ers obtained.

Sec . H. That the engraver shall prepare 
from the original dies already authorized all 
the working dies required for use iu the 
coinage ot the several mints, and. when new 
coins or devices are authorized, shall, i f  re
quired by the Director of the M int, prepare 
the (lev ices, models, moulds, and matrices, 
or original dies, for the same; but the D i
rector of the M int shall nevertheless have 
power, w ith the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to engage temporarily tor 
this purpose the services of one or more ar
tist# distinguished in their respective de
partments of art, who shall be paid for 
such service from the contingent appropri
ation for the mint at Philadelphia.

Sec. That whenever any officer o f a 
m int or assay office shall he temporarily  
absent, on account o f sickness or any other 
cause, it shall be lawful for the superintend
ent, with consent of said officer, to appoint 
some person attached to the m int to act in 
place of such officer (luring his absence; 
but a ll such appointments shall ho forth
with reported to the Director of the Mfnt 
for his approval; and in all cases whatso
ever the principal shall he responsible for 
tlie acts o f bis representative. In  case of 
the temporary absence of the superintend
ent, tne chief clerk shall act in his place; 
and in case ot the temporary absence of the 
Director of the M int, the Secretary o f the 
Treasury may designate some one to act iu 
his place.

Sec. It). That every officer, assistant anil 
clerk of the mint shall, heloro be enters 
upon the execution of his otlice. take an 
i>ath or affirmation before seine judge of the 
United Mates, or judge of tlie superior 
court, or of some court o f record of any 
State, faithfully and diligently to perforin 
the duties thereof, in addition to other offi
cial oaths prescribed by law; which oaths, 
duly certified, shall bo transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and the superin
tendent of each mint may require such oath 
ur affirmation irom any of the employes. ;

Sec.  11. That the superintendent, the as
sayer, the melter ami reliner and the coiner 
of each mint, before entering upon the exe
cution of their respective offices, shall be
come bound to the United States, w ith one 
or more sureties, approved by the Secretary 
ot the Treasury, in the sum of not lo.-s 
than ten nor mote than titty thousand dol
lars. w ith condition ter the faithful and 
diligent performance of the duties of ids 
office. Sim ilar bonds may he required 
the assistant# and clerks, iu such sums 
a# the superintendi nt shall determine, with  
the approbation of the Director of the 
Mint; hut the same shall not be construed 
to relieve the superintendent *>r otlu r 

| oltieers irom liab ility  to the United Stat.-s 
lor a c t" .’omissions, or negligence ,,t th< it- 
subordinate# or employe#; provided, ilia) 
the Secretary ot the Treasury may. at lit# 
discretion, increase the in n Is of super
intendent.
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when reduced in weignt. *>**» ' 
ard and foie, tne-. siudl **e u 
at valuation iu pr*q*orti< n i< 
weight; and any gold ed a  (
States, if reduce a iu weigiit h_v lu t'c ia i 
abrasion not more than one hall • • one per 
centum below ttio standard weight pre
scribed hy law, aHer a circulation oi twenty 
years, asshown by its date •■! e linage, aud 
at a ratable proportion lor any ;» riod less 
titan twenty yt ars s D u h e  receivei. at 
their nominal* value by the United States 
treasury and its offi.'- s. 11 n •: - - r -iic-h cg u l.i-  
tions as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe for the prole* ti m ot the govern
ment against fraudulent abrasion or other 
practices; and any gold c *ius iu the treasury 
of the United States reduced in weight be
low this lim it of abrasion shall h t recoined'

S e c . lb .  That the silver coins of the 
United States shall be a trade-dollar, a bait- 
dollar, or fifty-eent piece, a quarter dollar, 
or twenty -five cent piece, a dime, or ten- 
cent piece; and tlie weight ot the trade dol
lar shall be four hundred anil twenty grains 
troy*, the weight of the hail dollai shall lie 
twelve grams (grammes) and one half of a 
gram (gramme); the quarter-dollar aud the 
dime shall be, respectively, one-haii and 
one-fifth of the weight ot said hali-aollar; 
and said coins shall bo a ipgal tender at 
their nominal value for auy amount not ex
ceeding live dollars in auy one payment.

S e c . lfi. That tho rniuor coins of the 
United States shall Ik. a iive-cent piece, a 
three-eent piece, and a one-eent piece, and 
tlie alloy for the five and three cent pieces 
shall be of copper anil nickel, to be com
posed of three fourths copper and one-fourth 
nickel, and the alloy of the one-eent piece 
shall be ninety-five per centum ot copper 
aud five per centum of tin and zinc, in such 
proportions as shall lie determined jhy tlie 
Director of the Mint. Tho weight ot the 
piece of five cents shall he sewnty-sevea 
and sixteen-hundredth# grains, troy: of the 
three-eent piece, th irty  grains; and of the 
one cent piece, forty eight grains: which 
coin# shall be a legal tender, at their nomi
nal value, for any amount not exceeding 
twenty-five cents iu any one payment.

Se c . 17. That no coins, either o f gold, 
silver or minor coinage, shall hereafter he 
issued from the mint other than tb« se ot 
tin. denominations, standards and weights 
herein set forth.

Sec. 18. That upon tlie coins ol the United 
States there shall lit) the following device# 
and legends: Upon one side there shall be 
an impression emblematic of liberty, with  
an inscription of the word “ Liberty" and 
tho year of tlie coinage, and upon tlie re
verse shall be, the figure or representation 
of an eagle, with the inscriptions “ United 
States of America" and "E  Piuribus Uuum." 
and a designation of the value of the coin: 
but on tlie gold dollar and three- 
dollar piece, the dime. five, three
and one cent pieces the figure of the eagle 
shall be omitted; aud ou the reverse of tint 
silver trade dollar, the weight the and hue 
ness of the coin shall be inscribed; and the 
Director of the M int, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasuty, may cause the 
motto • In God we trust" to be inscribed 
upon such coin# as shall admit of such 
motto; and any one of the foregoing in
scriptions may he on the rim  ot tho gold 
and silver coins.

S e c . LI. That at the option of the 
owner, gold or silver may be cast 
into bars of line rnetai, or of stand
ard fineness, or unparted, as lie may 
prefer, with a stamp upon the same 
designating the. weigiit and tinene-s, 
and with such device# impressed thoie- 
ou as may bo deemed expedient to 
prevent fraudulent imitation, aud no such 
liars sli-'U ho issued of a less weight than 
five ounces.

fiitc. til). That any owner of gold bullion 
may deposit the sumo in auy mint, to be 
formed into coin or bars for bis benefit; but 
it shall lie lawful to refuse any deposit ol 
less value than one hundred dollars, or any 
bullion so base as to be unsuitable for tlie 
operations of the mint , and when gold and 
s ilv e r  a re  combined, if either metal ho in 
such small proportion that it  cannot be 
separated advantageously, no allowance 
shall be made to the depositor for its value.

Sc.0. J l. That any owner of silver bul
lion may deposit the same at any mint, to 
be formed into bars, or into dollars of the 
weight of four hundred and twenty grains, 
trov, designated in this act as trade dollai s. 
auil no deposit of silver for other coinage 
shall lie received; but silver bullion con
tained in gold deposits, and separated 
therefrom, may be paid for iu silver coin, at 
such valuation as may be. from time to 
time, established by the Director of the 
M int.

M.u. That when bullion is deposited in 
any ot the mints, it shall be weighed by the 
superintendent, and, when practicable, iu 
the presence of the depositor, to whom a 
i .-1-. ipt “iiali be given, which shall state ihe 
description and weight of the bullion; but 
wla a the bullion is in such a state as to re
quire melting, or the removing of base 
metals, before it-  value can be ascertained, 
the weight, after such operation, shall be 
considered as the true weight of the bullion 
deposited. The fitness of the bullion to be 
received shall he determined by the assayer. 
aud the Inode o f inching by the melter and 
refiner.

Sec . That from every parcel of bullion 
deposited for coinage or bars, the superin
tendent shall deliver to the assayer a suffi
cient portion 1 >r the purpose ol bring as
sayed. but ail such bullion remaining Irom  
the operations of the assay shall he re
turned to too superintendent hy the as-
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be-t bid shall he accepted, 
the metals to be deurm i 
assay. The gain arising I 
ot such metals info coin oi 
exceeding the cost thereof, 
to the special fund denomina 
coinage profit fund; and thi* i md shall be 
charged with the wastage incurred in such 
coinage, and with the cost oi distributing  
said coins as hereinafter provided. The ! 
balance remaining to tho  ̂ credit of this 
fund, and any balance o f profits accrued 
from minor coinage under former acts, 
shall be, from time to time, and at least 
twice a year, covered into the treasury nt 
the United States.

Sec . JO. That the minor coins authorized 
by this act may, at the discretion of the 
Director o f the M int, he delivered iu any 
of the principal cities and town# of the 
United States, at the cost o f the mint, for 
transportation, aud shall bo exchangable 
at par at the mint in Philadelphia, at tlie 
discretion of the superintendent, for any 
other coins of copper, bronze, or copper- 
nickel heretofore authorized by law; and it 
shall he lawful for the Treasurer and the 
several assistant treasurers and deposit
aries of the United States to redeem, in 
lawful money, under such rules as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treas
ury, all copper, bronze, and copper nickel 
coin# authorized by law wheu presented in 
sums of not les# than twenty dollars; aud 
whenever, under this authority, these coins 
are presented for redemption in such quan
tity  as to show the amount outstanding to 
he redundant, tho Secretary oi tlie Treas
ury is authorized and required to direct 
that such coinage shall tease until other
wise ordered by him.

Sec . 31. That parcels o f bullion -dial! be 
from time to time transferred by the super
intendent to the melter and refiner; a  care
ful record of these transfers, noting the 
weight and character of the bullion, shall 
be kept, and vouchers ehal! he taken for 
the delivery ot the same, duly re
ceipted by the iueltcr and refiner, and the 
bullion thus placed iu the hands of the 
melter and refiner shall be subjected to the 
several processes which may lie necessary 
to form it into ingots of tho legal standard, 
anil of a quality suitable for coinage.

Seo. HJ. Tha't the ingots so prepared shall 
be assayed, and i f  they prove to he within 
the limits allowed for deviation irom the 
standard, the assayer shall certify the tact 
to the superintendent, who shall thereupon 
receipt for the same, and transler them to 
the coiner.

Sec . 33. That no ingots shall lie used for 
coinage which (litter irom ihe legal stand- 
aid more than the following proportions, 
namely: In  gold ingots, one thousandth: in 
silver ingots, three thousandths; iu minor 
coinage alloys, twenty-five thousandth*, in 
the proportion of nickel.

S e c . 34. That the melter and refiner 
shall prepare ali bars required tor the pay
m e n t  of deposits: hut the fineness thereof

record shall be transmitted quarterly to the 
Director of the M int. Other pieces may. at 
any time, be taken for such tests as the D i
rector of the M int shall prescribe.

Se c . 11. That the coiner shall, from time 
to time, deliver to the superintendent the 
clippings and other portions of bullion re 
learning after the process of coining; and 
the superintendent shall receipt for the 
same and keep a caretui m o ld  o f their 
weight and character.

Sec . lfi. That the superintendent shall 
d -n it the coiner xvith the amount in weight 
of standard metal of ail the bullion placed 
in in# hands, and credit him with the 
amount in weight ot all the coins, clipping# 
and ether bullion returned by him to the 
superintendent. Once at least in every  
year, ami at such time a# the Director ot the 
M int shall appoint, there shall he an accu 
rate and lu ll settlement of the accounts oi 
tlie coiner, and the m elter and refiner, at 
xv hi eh time the said officers shall de'.ixer up 
to the superintendent all tho (••'ins, c lip 
pings, aiol other bullion in their possession, 
respectively, accompanied by statements ot 
all the bullion delivered to them since the 
J;j-1 annual settlement, an ! all the bullion 
re tu rn  d by tin m dining the same pi riod, 
including the amount returned tor the pur
pose ol settlement.

Se c . I ' l  T in t  w hen  a l l  th e  r
!;>cr- j pings, an other bullion h i\  
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assay office shall be in a il respects similar 
to that o f the mints, except that liars only, 
and not coin, shall be> manufactured tliere- 
in; and no metala shall be purchased tor 
minor coinage. A ll bullion inton<l*'d o\ tha
depositor u> ot) i n m u a u  
United States, ami silver bullion purchased 
for coinage, when assayed, parted, and re
fined, and its net valuejeertified. shall Is* 
transferred to the mint at Philadelphia, un
der such directions as shall be made hy tho 
Secretary of the Treasury, at the expense 
of the contingent fund of the m int, and 
shall be there coined, and the proceeds re
tained to the assay office. And the Secre
t a r y  of the Treasury is hereby author./.-d  
to make the nece-sary arrangements tor the 
adjustment o f the accounts upon such
transfers between the respective offices. 

Sec . 53. That the duties of the superin
tendent. assayer. and melter ami refiner oi 
said office shall correspond to those of su
perintendents, assayer#. ami melter# and 
refiners of mints; and all parts of this act. 
relating to mints and their officers, the du
ties ami responsibilities o f such officers, 
and others employed therein, the oath to be 
taken, and the bonds and sureties l • ho 
given by them (as far as the .-aim* max bo 
applic.ible), shall extend to tb r assay oiii. •• 
at New Yo lk , and to iu* officers. a.-.-i*tant*. 
clerks, workmen, aud other# empio.x* d
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ot the precious metals, and it the amount ! m a n n e r  oi appointment, shall * ■ .
shall m .t cxic.-il, iu the * a so 11 the rn-itcr ami regulated a# h em u  d u re ..........
and ri liner, one-thousandth oi the xvlicle 
amount of gold, and one and cm*-half thou
sandths of the xvh-ile amount of silver deliv
ered to him since the la*t annual settle
ment, and in tHo case of the coiner, one 
thousandth of the whole amount oi silver, 
and one h a lf thousandth of tho whole 
amount of gold that has been delivered to 
him by the superintendent; and all copper 
used in the alloy of gold aud silver bullion 
shall bo separately ( barged to the m elter 
and refiner, and accounted for by liim.

Nko. 44. That it  shall also be the duty of 
the sup. rintendent to forward a correct 
statement o f his balance sheet, a t the close 
ot such settlement, to the Director ot the 
M int, xvho shall compare the total amount 
of gold and silver bullion aud com on hand 
xuth the total liabilities of the mint. A t the 
same time a statement of tho ordinary ex
pense account, and tho money* therein, 
shall also he made by the superintendent.

Sec. 45. That when the coins or bars 
which are the equivalent to any deposit ot 
bullion are ready for delivery, they shall 
be paid to the depositor, or his order, by 
the superintendent; and the payments shall
be made, i f  demanded, in the order in which

to iniuls.
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mint at Donvt r, while conducted a* an 
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.......1 he ascertained and stamped thereon
hy the assayer; and the melter aud refiner 
shall deliver such liars to the superintend
ent, who shall receipt for the same.

Se c . 35. That the superintendent shall, 
from time to time, deliver to the coiner in
gots fur the purpose ol coinage; a careful 
record of these transfer#, noting the weight 
a n d  character of the bullion, shall be kept, 
and vouchers shall be taken tor the deliv
ery of the same, duly receipted by the 
coiner, anil tho ingots thus placed in the 
hands of the coiner shad he subjected to the 
several processes necessarv to make from 
them coins ih all respects conformable to 
law.

Sec . 3d. That in adjusting the weights ot 
the gold coins, tho following deviations 
shall j ’ not he exceeded in any single 
piece: In  tlie doublo eagle and tlie
eagle, one-half ot a grain; iu tho hall- 
eagle, tlie three-dollar piece, the quarter- 
eagle and the one-doilar piece, one-fourth 
of a grain. And in weighing a number ot 
pieces together, when delivered by the 
coiner to the superintendent, and by the 
superintendent to the depositor, the devia 
tiou from the standard weight shalj not ex
ceed one-hundredth of au ounce iu five thou
sand dollars in double-eagles, eagles, half
eagles, or quarter eagles, in one thousand 
three dollar pieces, and iu one thousand 
one-iloliar pieces. . , .

S e c . 37. That in adjusting the weight oi 
the silver coin the ' following deviations 
shall not he exceeded iu any single piece: 
in 1 lie dollar, the naif and qua*ter dollar, 
and iu the dime, one aud oue-lialf grains; 
and in weighing large numbers ot pice* * 
together, wheu delivered by tin? coiner to 
tlie superintendent, and hy the superiii 
tendeiit to the depositor, the deviations 
liom  tlie standard weigiit shall not exceed 
two hundredths of an ounce in one thou
sand dollars, halt dollars, or quarter dol
lars. and one-hundredth of an ounce in one 
thousand dimes. . , .

S ec. 38. Tha t in adjusting the weight o* 
the minor coins providad by ;!ii* act, there 
simil be no greater deviation allowed tfiaii 
Three grains for tin* five-cenf piece and two 
grains for the three and one cent pi- cos.

Se c . 33. 'I hat the coiner shall, Irom time 
t * time, as coins are prepared, deliver tin in 
to the superintendent, w ho riia.ll receipt for 
The same, and xriio sliail keep a careful 
record of ilu-ir k ii.d , number, and actual 
weight ; and in receiving coin# ii shall be 
the duty of ihe superinf*-ii*lcnt to ascei tain, 
hy the’ trial of a number of single pi* >;• *
separately, whether the coins of that deliv
ery are within the legal limit# ol the stand
ard weight : and i! In*, tria l* for this purpo*e 
shall not prove satisf.ietory, lie sii'ni caii.-t- 
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the bullion shall have been brought to the 
mint; but in cases where there i* delay in 
manipulating a refractory deposit, or tor 
any other unavoidable cause, the payment 
of subsequent deposits, the value id which 
i# known, shail not be delayed thereby: anil 
in the denomination# of coin delivered, the 
superintendent shall comply with the wishes 
of the depositor, except xvhen impracticable 
or inconvenient to do so.

Sec M. Tha t imparted bullion m ay be 
exchanged at any ot tho minis tor fine 
bars, on such term# and conditions as may 
he prescribed by the Director oi the M int, 
with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury: and the fineness, w eigiit and 
value of the bullion received and given in 
exchange shall in all case# be determined 
by the mint assay. The charge to the de
positor for refining or parting shall no! ex
ceed that allowed ami deducted for tin- 
same operation in the exchaugo of unre
fined for refined bullion.

Sk i’. 17. That for the purpose of enno
bling the minis and the assay office in New 
York to make returns to depositors xvith as 
little  delav as possible, it shall be The duty  
of the Secretary o f the Treasury to keep in 
the said mints anil assay office, xvhen tilts 
:.tate of tho treasury xvill admit thereof, 
such au amount of public money, or bullion 
procured for the put pose, as he shall judge 
convenient and necessary, out o f which 
those xvho bring bullion to the said mints 
and assay office may lit: pai 1 the X’alui* 
thereof, in coin or bars, a# soon as p la n t  
cable alter the value lias been ascertained; 
and on pixm ent thereof being llla-le, Ihe 
bullion so 'deposited shall heroine tin* !ir.q>- 
erty o f the United States: hut the S*-«no
tary of the Treasury may at any tune with- 
cru’xv the fund, or any portion thereof.

Sec. 18. That to secure a due conformity 
in ihr gold and silver coins to their r< spur 
five standard# of flume## and weight, the 
judge of the district court of the United 
State# for the eastern district ol IVnnsyl- 
vauia, the Controller o f the Currency, the 
as-ax er of the assay otlice at New 4 am! 
such other pet sails a* the l*iesiile!it shal.. 
from time to time, designate, shall meet as 
assay commissioners, at the mint in I'liila- 
delphia. toexauiine and test, in the presence 
of the Director ot the M int, the tineas* and 
weight of the e-iins reserved by the several 
mints for this purpose, on the second 
Wednesday in February, annually, and may 
continue their meetings by adjournment, it 
necessary: if  a majority of the commission
ers s lia lffail to attend at any time appointi d 
for their meeting, the Director of the M int 
shall call a no cling of the commissioners at 
such other time as he may deem convenient: 
and if  it shall appear by such examination 
and test that these coins do not differ from 
tin-standard fineness an.t weight by a greater 
quantity than is allowed hy law, tlie tria l 
shall he considered and reported as *aui.— 
factory; hut i f  any greater deviation from 
the legal standard or weight shall appear, 
this fact shall he eei'titied to the I ’leriilen!
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Iter, to  be appoint- 
e,l bv the President, by and xv.tli the ad 
vice’ and consent ot ihe Scnat'-: and thu 
assayer may employ as m any clerks, w ork
men' and laborers, under the direction of 
the Director o f the M in t as m a y b e  pro
v id e d  ior by law. The salaries ot said offi
cers shall not exceed the sum of two thou 
sand five hundred dollars to the assay er 
aud melter. one thousand eight hundred 
dollars each to the clerks, and the work- 
men uml laborers shall receive such wage# 
as are cus! oriiary, according To lle -ir re.-lit ^ 
tive stations and occupations.

Nec . 58. That each officer and cu ik  to ta* 
appointed at such assay offices, lu-lore eu- 
rering upon the execution ot Lis otiice. #hu',. 
take "an oatli <>r affirmation before “oim* 
judge o f the United State*, o f  ei tins 
Supreme Court, as prescribed by the act oi 
Ju ly  second, eighteen hundred and sixty  
Um i, and each become hound to the United 
States of America, xvith one or more sure 
tic.*, to the satisfaction ot the Director of 
llo -M in t, or o f one of tlie judge# of the 
Supreme Court of the State or Territo ry  in 
which the same may he located, and o f t.h# 
Secretary ot the T ieasnry. conditioned fo» 
faithful performance ot the duties o f tboi# 
office#: and tho said assay* r# rh a il dn* 
c-hargo the duties of disbursing agents toe 
tlie payment o f the expense# of their re 
spective assay offices.

’ S e c . 5.i. Tha t tho general direction or 
the business of assay offices *d the I u it-d  
States shall be under the control and regu
lation of the Director o f the M int, sulio et 
to the approbati .u o f the Si civtary  of to *  
Treasure; and for that purpose it shall be 
tho duty of the said Director to pr-.-enb* 
such regulations, and to require am L re 
turns periodically and occasionally, a rd  ! •  
establish such charges for mi Bing, parting, 
assaying and stamping bullion as shall a ;*  
pear to him to he nece-sary tor ihe pur
pose of carrying into effect the intention o / 
this act.

Sec . *10. Tha t all tlie provision# <>t th-.-* 
a( t for the regulation ot ih.- m in t* o 
United States, and for the govern nit 
the officers and person# employed therein, 
and tor the punishment o f a ll offenseN ■ --a- 
m eted xvith the mints or coinage *«f tha 
l Hired States, shall lie, anil they are Io-r> by 
declared to be, in lu ll force in relation to 
the assay offices, so far a * the same u iur  
he applicable thereto.

S ic  i '-I. That it any person or person#
• ball lalsely make, lorge, or count*-!!', il. os 
cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, 
or counterfeited, or w illing ly  aid or - .--.-t  
iu falsely making, forging', or eouiitei f.-iting. 
any coin or bars in ie«eitild.iu--i- .-r-diitiii- 
tude of the gold or silver coins or bar*, 
which have.been, or hereafter may *>•■. 
coined or stauqt-d tit the mints and assay 
offices of the United States, or in r. -em- 
lifauce or similitude of any foreign gohl or 
silver coin which hy law  is. or in i*  alter 
may he made, current in the United State*, 
or are in actual u*e and circulation a* 
money w ithin the United States, or shall 
puss, utter, publish, or sell, or attem pt to 
pass, utter, publish, or sell, or bring into the 
United States from any foreign place, or 
have in his possession, any sueli false, 
forged, or counterfeited coin or|bata. know
ing the same to he falsa, forged, or coun
terfeited, every person so offending shall bo 
deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on con
viction thereof, lie punished by tin*- not ex
ceeding five thousand dollars, and by im
prisonment and eontiement at i a id  labor 
not exceeding ten years, according to th : 
aggravation ot the offense.

Sec . tifi. That if  any person shiill falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or pro 
cure to to- falsely made, forgi d, - r  counter
feited, or w illing ly  aid or assist 
in falsely making, forging, or counter 
leiting. any coin in the resemblance or 
similitude of any of tin; m inor coinage 
which has been, or hereafter limy lie coined 
at tho mints of the United States; or -Lull 
pa-s. utter, publish, or sell, or bring mto 
the United Stati s from auy foreign place, 
or have in his possession, any such iaUu. 
forged or counterfeited coin, xxiih intent 
d.-hatid any body politic er rorpor.it.on. i r 
any person or persons whatsoever, e v r v  
person so offending shall be deem* d gu.lt v 
of ielony, and shall, on conviction ti 
he punished hy line not exceeding out 
sand dollars, and by iiiiprisonin, nt tunl 
confinement at hard labor not «.:*. —i-ng  
throe years

Si..', t-'-i. That il" i.n v p*-*-oti .-hail rr..U'!a- 
le iitly , hy any art. way. or mean# whatso
ever, deface, m utila te , im pair, dim inish, 
falsity, scale or lighten the gold or silv* r 

oins which have been.or which shall here 
after he, coined In the mint# o f the United 
States, oc any loreigu gold or silver c o if*  
which are b y la w  made current, or nr** in 
actual use and circulation as mom y xxiiiii-i 
the U n ivd  State*, every person ,.J , 
ing shell he declin'd g u ilty  o f a high mil 
iiu-auor, and shall lie imprison! d not *-:.- 
cci-ding two years, ami lined not e .\c i» din * 
two thousand dollars.

Sec. i , I .  Th a t i f  any o f the gold or (diver 
coins which shall he strm-k or coin, d at c a r  
<t tin-m ints o f the U n iv d  S at*-.. *h-..i i*e 
debased, or made worse as to the propor
tion of tine gold or tine silver tl •■i*-u* con
tained; <r .-lm.'! be ot les- weight or xahi.i 
tt.an th* same ought to be, pin.-miui to ;h*i 
several net# relative there.!**: *»r it any o f  
tiie weight# used at any oi t : mi its or as
say office.* ot the United States sliail he <!«- 
laced, increased or diminish* d through tho 
t-iul• or eonni Vance of an v o f the ofih-er# **r 
ta rs.ms xvho *!ial! tie employed at th** .-.*'al 
minr.-or us-ax offices, w ith 'a fraudiijent m- 
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