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NEW ORLEANS REPUBLICAN

COMMEROIAL STRIFE.

Ths Rervsricay bas never yet failed to
defend New Orleaus against its enemies,
no matter in what shape they appear; and
it is not going to neglect that duty, though
in gnarding the interests of the chief eity
of the South and Southwest it may have
to combat the ideas, arguments aud asser-
tious of journals whose political re cord is
in sccord with its own, but whose com-
mercisl interost is located in ¢ities that
are the rivals of New Orlesus. We are
b the correct

too sensibly impressed wit!
ness of the old busindss wi \xim that *com-
petition is the life of tende” to have any
fear of bal conscqueness res ultiug to n'ur
highly favored city fr coum.mrcml
strife.  With skillfu!, industrious, liberal,
houorabls and coterprisi
to conduct the tea
tre of the worlds comu ree—men
who will not st 1- asiide from their high
5 as werchanuts to en-

business men

this great cen-

and important de
gage in 3 ;munn warfare for political
offices— it should court rather than fear
an hon rivaley. It is not commercial
strife that New Ozleans Las rcason to
dread, Dut that politic sl strife among her
own people whiels divides them and drives
trom our city both ¢ qm‘d and tradc to a
yery larga amouut. e have already
taken oceasion to refer l; the uuf.h arti-
cles that have recently .q»;v in the
New York Tritnme, World, lwe might
tave added the Zferall, all intended to
Jdamage the business prospuets of
leans, aund benefit its chief rival, New
York. If they can create the impres-
sion nbroad that New Orleaus isan un-
safe port to skip to, it is more apt to
result in benefiting New York than any
other of our cities bordering on the At-
lantic ocean or the Gulf of Mexico. The
chief commercial places of the old world
bave long known New Orleans as one of
the great centres of trade in tkis hemi-
sphere—second in fact to none but New
York, and with a fair prospect of eclipsing
that great city whenever the Mississippi
Valley shall, as it assuredly will, become
the seat and centre of the wealth and civ-
ilization of the American Upion. The
settlement of this rick valley and the navi-
gation of the Futher of Waters and its
tributarics, extending thousands of miles
into an interior country that israpidly set-
tling and overflowing with products that
are needed in the Ol World is bound to
mnke New Orleans in the course of time
the chief city of the New World, There
is nothing more certaiu than this, and this
certainty has long been foreshadowed to
the sharp-sighted and keen-witted business
men of New York and the large Western
cities. And they bave cugdeavored to de-
lay by every plausible device the arrival of
the time when New Orleans shall be hailed
aud known as the chief city of the New
World. For a long time yellow fever, or
in the sensational lauguage of New York
j"llfﬂ.‘l“ht-&. olronze John™ aud *Yel-
low Jack,” was made the great bugbear—
the imnginary terror--that drove people
and business from New Orleans, and pre-
vented its rupid growth. Dut since the
necesssty for General Dutler's presence
here, mtch of the terror ceensioved by
the thought of an impending evil has
disappeared.  **Drouze John"no lor
rides through the air with drawn sabre,
spreading death and desolation among
our people.  Yellow fever has lostits fic-
titious chareter, and people have learned
thuet it can be treated as successfully as
y other disensa that human fesh is

7

L

lm: to. And now that New Orleans
can Le no longer injured Dby Cre-
ports of the sad lavoe that vellow

fover is working inour midst, Ler encties
wonld work up something else *to fright
the souls of fearful adversaries.” Sowme-
thing must Le done to divert the world’s
comumerce that nuiurally flows this way,
hecause its best iuterest lies here, and
direct it to New York, This is the all
absorbing thought of the merchant ]«rill(‘r\'
of that great centre of trade, and their
energies are all bent on the one great
purpose of p commercinl
supremacy of their city; and to this end
they coutinue to sabsidize the efforts of
r leading public journ: When yel-
low fever uo longer venders it nnsafe tor
trade to concentrate in New Orleans there
must be some other wuy invented to pre-
vent our city from gaining the mastery
over New York in a commercial point of
view; and that way has evideutly been Lit
upon. Riot and bloodsled are to render
il unsafe in the future for trnde and eap-
ital to come here, and thisis to be hrought
about by continual political strife among
our people, encouraged by men whose

selfishness impels them to this uu'-hrh-
n course for the sake of gain, Whils

Now Orleans has uothing to fear from an
Lonoralle commercial rivalry, Ler people,
one aud all, should feel that they huve
wnch to fear from continued pel

strifi,
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THE TAX LAW.

«Parister,” whose other name is un-
donbtedly *Brictless,” first attempts to
explain and then proceeds to denonnee
the tax law of the Legislature to the read-
ers of the Picapoe in such a faskion that
it would be an offense in us not to let the
patrous of the Rerrneicas know the sub-
of his |nluuliu"~‘. The *People’s Or-
s the -!lv seind mouthpicce of a very un-
to its

{ l"hnl e class of mankingd, according
1 their own showing, and *Parister”™ s
lonbtedly one of the most miserable,
ce he not only confesses ton wholesale
part 1 the ix'l ries that bave
lx! ]- wos hiis

e l\LE;‘ in
befullen *:thia
right to the san

pacity ta toge

t

Hes « ! onnirym vl ovirattack- |
! rottine methods, 1 t |
ctlioy A1e soclu incag ol Lel
thetseives ll-\nr«u ptoinly capabie
1elr Lemsilves to o gleat Lof bee
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for supporting. We su ymit to any and
every business man whether this is a pro-
per dedaction to be drawn from the prem-
jses? Is it fair that the citizen who ab-
stains frow doing auny of his duties shall
participate in and intlict charges upon the
wachiuery that the law abiding public
maintain for their protection? Shall the
Dicayune, for instance, refuse to pay its
taxes  while  dmowing pay from
the treasury for printing?  Shall
o Darister™ practice Lefore the courts
aud be authorized to mulet the
city and Stte in superfluons costs and
charges while denying and refusing to as-
sist in maintaining the same? At a ven-
tare, we say that no Lusiness estallish-
ment ia the city will answer these ques-
tions as **Briefless " alias ** Barister " has
answered them., Th

e law is unesustitu-
tional, becanse it violates that article of
the constitution of the United States
hich proteets a mau's life, liberty and
property from all dhmr\mncc except by
srdae process of law.” This is Barister's
iden, and it bas been thatof thousands,

as was lago’s pocket-book., What-
ever does wmot agree with some
narrow intellect is at once suggested as in

opposition to the constitution, by men
who probably never read that intellectual
document, and certainly never anderstood
it. The expression *‘process of law" is
one that relates to the proceedin
gested by the law itself, and, therefore,
when the tax collector proceeds according
to the requirements of the statutes in the
performance of » given duty he complics
with and satisfies the *process of law."
*Barister,” who never learned how to
spell correctly, fuiled to instruct himself
when he was reading law that the “pro-
cess' can be and is as varied as the laws
themselves, and this aceounts for his be-
lief that all judicial proceedings must be
preceeded by petition, citation, answer
rejoinder, ete.  *

The penalty described in the law is like
all other penalties, made for the punish-
ment of an offcuse, and could have been
enlarged or diminished at the will of the
Legislature, as any barrister ouglt to
know. It is the penalty the citizen suffers
for neglecting to do his duty, and depends
upon his own action whether 1t is to be
entorced or not. He can escape by re-
fusing to become an offender, or he may
suffer by cheating the community in the
discharge of his duty. It is nod enforce-
able until the “process of law” bas been
executed which establishes that ke is a
delinquent, and it can be avoideld
after couviction by an atonement in
the shape of satisfaction made to
the tax collector. It is not novel and can
certainly not be in conflict with the fed-
ernl constitution, since it has been the
system accepted Ly the United States in
its collection of internal revenue. In fact
the law is a thing that is correct, which is
the express reason wby *‘Darister” does
not understand it.  If it could be driven
turough by a dmy Lorse, the great consti-
tutional lawyers who have been flickering
a8 luminaries in the same sky with the
writer in the Picoyune, would have accept-
el it as conformable to their notions of
the organic law,

The spirit of “Barister's” article i5 as
reprehensible as its law and logic are
weak, The idea that pervades it is this,
thit one citizen can enjoy all the advan-
tages of society without contributing to
the general expense of providiug for the
This is just what “Barister™ pro-
poses, t ho will contest before tiu
courts La refuses to support the duties
which he owes to lis partners in socie
He proposes to employ the eommon means,
which Le declines to contribute to, in

same.

defending himself against the bond which
he entered iuto when he became o mem-

ber of the common community, We sub-
wit that this is not the position whicha
man should oceupy who pretends to be
resisting injustice.

e et e
THE COUNCIL AND THE SOHOOL TAX.

It strikes us that Mavor Wiltz is a trifle
over semsitive. Otherw we have no
fault to find with him at present, and he
may be assured of our willinguess to ¢n-
courage Lim and his brother officials
an independent course of action in all
watters that the law bas lefi to theie
cretion.

BLut we shall not forget
Wiltz will not, that the
winistrators are tl
cruployed at an exceptionally high rate of
pay to transiet the pul
promptly. In matters where information
is reguired, a reasonable delny onght to
be given, but no time shounld be lost, nor
there be any unnecessary Les
tion. We thonght on a very Iate oceasion
that the Council was tardy in the perform.
auce: of a plain daty, and made bold to
r as wuch, at the same time suggesting
t ocenrred ta us to be the proper retne

To those named, the Mayor ta
uo exeeption, but strongly objeets to
one omitted, which he inte srprets for
lwm wer, to be one in whicl e, as an ¢
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\11 concerned that we are very wnch in
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d laving ex
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n

serly

t justice done,
gand of tl

the rourls,
It is
it they

from the
expoct

Law,

present Mayor and Administrator
adeqnate provision was made to support
the ecity schools, although the law, if
rightly construed, was smple for the pur-
pose.  This cansed great disappointment
and suffering, and now that thelawis wade
as plain as words can make it, after the

suffered prisation, nearly
comiug to the point of starvation fora
yiar or more, we were naturally impatient
And we are most sin-
Mavor Wiltz, and Aad-

teachers have

under longer delay.

‘i~ .md Tarabuli for their action
o suspend the rules and pass the
importaut  yesolution anthorizing  the
school tax. Massrs. Schneiderand Sturcken
Lave put themselves on record in opposi-
tion, but this act of long-delayed justice
was accomplished without then,

ting
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A SURE WAY TO MAKE MONEY
Our people have, if they chooss to

adoptit, a sure way to wake money, ona
thut is much more certain to result favor-
ably than scliemes in politics. And the
way is a most wholesome and plessant
one withal; one that is not ouly caleulated
to develop our resourees and beant
our State, hut it is one that will de

lly badome a never-en:
and contentment to s
to the impro
our vycaut

ous

people, and fin
source of weal
concerned, Were
aud cultivation of
When trade languishes in
towns and villages it is 8 sure indi-
cation the surrounding country is
not sufficiently settled with a pop-
ulation devoted to agriculture, fruitand
stock-raisiug  pursuits; for it is the
wealth of the country in this respect that
wakes business good in our cities. The
great change our labor system has under-
gone siuce the abolishment of slavery Las
50 materially interfered with the cultiva-
tion of large tracts of land known as
plantations that the proprictors have been
compelled to abandon their cultivation.
This course has been forced upon many
planters who have failed to make the cul-
tivation of cotton aad sugar by free labor
profitable; and, the consequence
amonnt of our tillable lands Las been
creasing for severa! years past, resultingia
a corresponding decrease in the yeurly
products of our State and affecting ma-
terially the business of its commercial cen-
tres.

This condition of our agricult
terests mighit bave been in a larg
averted, Lad tie owners of land @
establishing small furms and offeved them
for sale at reasouable prices to new com-
The improving and selling of farms
is something like the improving of towus
and cities and the selling of town lots
The improvements are certain to add to
value of mading proper

the wan who improves oue or two
land 30 45 to ma
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orchards, garden spot, fic -l~
1 Las gathe .u-n:nl hins 3 stocl
.x p-nmr\ Logs, sheep, cattle and horses,

iz, the

€rs.

thie

sides,

3 of

farny, necess

ain to ruap the bLenefits ¢
ulated wealth, S

s and ¢
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State under o system thut \wr.]»l s00m Y
and thritty populstion, devoted to the
caltivation and production of eve
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those of our people with some means who
find it difieult to hold their own under
the pressure of dull times in th we
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