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REPUBLICAN MASS MEETINO

fHE SITUATION DISCUSSED

PEACE, JUSTICE, RECONCILIATION

Sjimhes of Mew*r«. Burch, Ingraham 
and Chester.

APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE

Rursuant to a call which had appeared 
fer some days in the Rei'CIilican, inviting 
the Republican masses to assemble to take 
measures for submitting to the country the 
condition of the colored people of Louis' 
Jana and to express confidence in and deter. 
91,nation to support the State and national 
administrations, the hall of the House o‘ 
Representatives, at Mechanics’ Institute, 
*as thronged on Monday evening last.

The meeting was called to order by Hon, 
iVilliam G. Drown, State Superintendent of 
Education, who called Lieutenant Governor 
ff. C. Antoine to the chair.

Colonel James Lewis and Hob. T. T. 
£i!ain were chosen vice presidents, and 
Messrs, William Weeks, W. W.dfhnsoij, 
Sind J. W. Quinn, secretaries,

Hon. J. Henri Burch was introduced and 
lead the following resolutions*

Whereas, The present alarmingcondition 
political affairs in Louisiana, having at­

tracted the attention of the American press 
itnd the. American people, who, either from 
prejudice or beiDg imposed upon, wholly 
lail to understand the actual state ol atfairs 

**>r the causes which have bad the effect of 
bringing this State to its present condition 

' cf disorder and confusion; and.
Whereas, Our political opponents in this 

State have, by and through their traveling 
committees, misrepresentations, lavish ex­
penditure of money, partisan journals and 
orators and other questionable methods, 
succeeded in making in the North an un­
favorable opinion ot the Republican party 
f){ this State, especially the colored men, 
and at home hr special and specious ap­
peals to their followers, succeeded in rous­
ing the passions of bad men, culminating 
eventually in the wholesale rnugder of col­
ored Republicans, intimidation, violence 
and fraud; and,

> Whereas, These same men have con­
stantly represented the colored men of this 
State,‘holding elective or appointive posi­
tions, as being corrupt, depraved, ignorant, 
vicious and unworthy, and have industri­
ously circulated the same at home and 
abroad, and have sought to prove the same 
before the American Congress, for no other 
purpose than to carry out their purposes;
^Whereas, We have been led to believe 
that our case was not as ably represented 
in Washington, before the committee on 
Louisiana affairs, as the merits of the case 
demanded, and as it will be once more pre­
sented to the American Congress for final 
consideration* and,

Whereas, Believing firmly that the State 
of Louisiana is honestly Republican, and as 
such elected the Republican candidates, 
with but few exceptions, at the general 
election of 1672, in spite of the outrageous 
obstacles placed in the way of colored Re­
publicans, such as a denial of registration, 
hindrance in voting, ballot-box stuffing, a 
ref usal to return the votes of parishes over­
whelmingly Republican, etc., all of which 
can be easily proven; thsrefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meet­
ing that decisive and immediate steps be 
taken by the eclored men of this State to 

•place before the American people imme­
diately, and the American Congress at its 
next session, such lacts and testimony as 
will easily demonstrate the truth of our 

'assertions.
Resolved, That it is also the sense of tins 

meeting that the representative colored 
men (f this State owe it to their party, 
their constituents, thimselvis and their 
rate to use immediate measures, by 
every effort within their power, to reverse 
the false and outrageous reports so indus­

triously circulated by their life-long ene­
mies—believed by them naturally, and 
credited by our friends because they are 
not publiciv contradicted—and to put forth 
their best efforts to prove the falsity of the 
accusations, and to vindicate their fitness 
•'to vote and to be voted for.”

Resolctd, That in order to place our party 
and race in Louisiana properly before the 
American people, and also to be in readi­
ness to meet our villitiers and jK-rsecutors 
at the bar of public opinion at the North, 
and the American Congress, a committee of 
nine persons be appointed by the chairman 
of this meeting, which committee shall have 
full powers to collect testimony, hold cor­
respondence with the prominent white and 
colored Republicans of the North, collect 
funds to defray all necessary expenses, send 
prominent and earnest colored orators from 
This State to the North, for the purpose of 
interesting our Northern Republicans in our 
affairs, and to procure an honest, impartial 
verdict as to our litness to bold office, or 
assist in the government of State affairs; to 
provide for a committee to attend the next 
session of Congress, and assist our friends 
there fo fight our battles, to procure com­
petent and worthy witnesses for that pur­
pose, and to do whatever may be necessary 
in their judgment to defend and vindicate 
our partv and our race.

Resolved, That as an auxiliary to this 
committee there shall be appointed by it 
two from each parish ol this State, whose 
duty it shall be to assist the committee of 
nice in procuring competent, worthy wit­
nesses, and to forward to it such facts and 
sworn statements relative to the last and 
previous elections as may he deemed neces- 
sarv for the purposes of the committee.

ftcsulced, That now as in the past, our 
profoumlest gratitude is due and is heartily 
tendered to President Grant for his ever 
ready appreciation of our needs, and his 
steady application of those remedies 
through which alone our people have been 
rescued irorn cruel despotism and main­
tained in the enjoyment of our preset 
political privileges.

Resolved, That regarding the present 
State government as the rightlul, equitable 
and ju st  representative of the majority ol 
the voters 111 the State of Louisiana, we cor­
dially yield it our respect and contidenee, 
and pledge ourselves to its support.

R, »■>...>d, That we recognize in Hon. E. 
H. Durell one who, by the firm, unflinching 
performance of an onerous duty, possessed 
the high moral courage to meet undaunted 
the task set before him, and whose decision, 
in our humble opinions, was founded on an 
enlightened sense of justice and a desire to 
righteously interpret tlie law in the case. 
To him are e xtended the sincere thanks of 
a persecuted race, who, by his action, has 
bet n protected thus far in their rights. He 
has stood between them and tlieir oppres­
sors as a strong wall between a rushing 
river which threatened their overthrow, 
and we arc profoundly grateful to him for 
his impartial judgment. Though misrepre­
sented now bv those who would deprive us 
ot our rights! we look confidently to the 
future for the vindication of his act. and 
believe that it will eventually be approved 
by the nation and applauded by all true 
lovers of humanity.

Rtsolred, That all we ask of our white 
fellow citizens is justice and equality before 
the law, and the independent exercise ot 
our rights, and when these great blessings 
are practically conceded and enjoyed by 
us, there w.ll be peace, happiness and pros­
perity throughout the State.

Mr. Burch continued as follows:
Mr. President and fellow citizens—It de­

volves upon me to make the first speech o! 
the evening. I shall confine my remarks 
to the resolutions just read. Much specu­
lation has been indulged in by our political 
opponents as to the cause of this meeting. 
‘•Roundabout"—or “Turnabout as he 
ought to be called, as he has a remarkable 
faculty of getting on both sidcs ol eve.y 
raiestiop—uevotes quite a space in the 
'jin,is of to-dav coftcerning this meet.ng. 
snd proffers to us some of Ins advice, 
the manure in Grant parish, I notice fhese

papers have been giving the colored people 
much' sound advice, especially when it was 
found out that Senator Matt Carpenter and 
a congressional delegation were about to 
visit Louisiana. But this sound advice was 
all on one Eide. For instance, (“Round­
about” in this evening’s Times says that he 
has received a letter from some one signed 
“Colored Republican." “Roundabout” pro­
nounces it full of sound philosophy and 
intelligence*, and coolly tells the “Colored 
Republican,” io so many words, not 
to presume to give advice to white men, 
nor through the columns of the Times, but 
to go and get up meetings of his own, 
and there ventilate his peculiar opinions. 
Mr. President, the necessity of this meeting 
is apparent from the fact that we have too 
long eat quietly down, and waited lor our 
white Republican fiiends to do our political 
fighting. Senator Matt Carpenter told us 
that be decided in our case, according to 
the testimony given at asbington. In the 
strife for office, colored men demand a re­
spectable share and get it. In the race for 
the rights of citizenship, with its privileges 
and immunities, they clamor loudly for and 
demand the same impartial showing that is 
accorded to any other man. The colored 
men of Louisiana claim—and fairly—that 
nineteen-twentieths of the Republican 
party are colored men, conequently, the re­
maining one-twentieth mu6t be white men. 
Is it fair then that this one-twentieth shall 
do the whole of the political fighting for the 
nineteen-twentieths? Is it not criminal in 
this large majority of colored men to sit 
down ouietly and await the action of this 
minority of white men? Again, colored 
men to-day holding high responsible 
and lucrative positions, through and by the 
suffrages of the Republican party, when 
that party is attacked, and sought to be 
overthrown by its enemies, it becomes the 
duty of the colored men holding these posi­
tions to come to the front and defend the 
party that has thus honored them.

It is due in a great measure to the Re­
publican party ol this State, especially the 
colored portion of it, thatAt has been tra­
duced and villified with impunity, and 
these charges were not contradicted. They 
have eat supinely at home while their ene­
mies have gone up and down the land sow­
ing misrepresentations and creating false 
impressions. In these efforts to overthrow 
us, they have been assisted by some of the 
very men who ’have fattened upon and 
risen to power by the Republican party and 
then deserted it to receive the social em­
braces of the Democratic party. These 
men came among us unknown and un­
sought. In their own peculiar ways, and for 
office, they ingratiated themselves into the 
political feelings of the Slacks and 
arose to position and prosperity. Hav­
ing attained more than they ever 
expected, these men turned around, stung 
the breast that nourished them into life, 
and became renegades to their party, for 
the sole purpose of gaining a social recog­
nition among the white people of this State. 
The treachery and apostacy of these men 
upon whom was conferred place and power, 
in my opinion is an additional reason why 
the colored people should endeavor to 
speak and be heard in their own behalf. 
Besides this treachery in our own ranks, 
our political opponents have circulated ail 
over the country false representations of 
the attitude and conduct of the colored 
people, charging that they were trying to 
subjugate the whites, Africanize the State, 
and that the colored office-holders were ig­
norant, depraved, corrupt and vicious, and 
for the sake of holding these offices, were 
trying to inaugurate a war of races. [At 
this point Governor Kellogg entered the 
hall, and was enthusiastically received, the 
audience rising and cheering for some min­
utes, which the Governor gracefully ac­
knowledged].

Mr. Burch resumed: Considering this un­
generous misrepresentation of our political 
views, the time has come, in my judgment, 
when colored men themselves must come to 
the frpnt, and stand in their own defense, 
and endeavor to present their cause to the 
country in its true light. I would say to 
the colored men of Louisiana, office holders 
and non-office holders, as does Milton in 
"Paradise Lost,” “Arise, arise, or be for­
ever fallen.”

Speaking of the war of races. I desire to 
read an extract from the speech delivered 
by Senator Matt H. Carpenter, at Expo­
sition Hall, the other night, on this particu­
lar point. He said:
. “There is no ‘war cf races' in this sugges­
tion. It is an innocent man defending him- 
scll against a wrong-doer, and whether the 
innocent man be black or white or the 
wrong-doer be black or white, the case is 
the same. And let me say to you frankly 
this evening, gentlemen, that the quicker 
this great fact is taken into complete con­
sideration, fully understood and univer­
sally acted upon, the sooner you will relieve 
yourselves ol the condition of things now 
existing in this city. Talk to me about a 
war of races in the South by the aggression 
ol the colored man! You might have con­
vinced me oi that in Wisconsin, but you 
never can after what I have seen of the 
colored men themselves in Louisiana. I 
will believe that 6uch a danger is to be ap­
prehended when, and not until you satisfy 
me that the lambs on the farms of Wis­
consin are banded together to devour the 
wolves in the forest.”

It is perfectly clear to me that this ab­
surd charge can be easily and successfully 
refuted il we but do our duty. This is the 
favorite cry of Democracy, and colored 
Republicans must rise up in the might and 
majesty of their manhood, go forth to the 
world, and prove the falsity of these calum­
nious charges. Democrats pretend to won­
der why colored men can not affili­
ate politically with them. Colored 
men can not be Democrats nor 
assist in upholding modern Democracy, 
for they remember it only by the insults, 
outrages and indignities which it Las heaped 
upon them. We have waited for the strong 
arm of the government, and sought the pro­
tecting iegis of the courts, but we are not 
yet altogether relieved. We are taunted 
by our opponents with being upheld by 
United States bayonets. It is not the fir.-it 
time in the history of the United States 
that the army and navy have been used to 
uphold the doctrines of a political party. I 
would call your attention to the fact that 
liy the passage of the fugitive slave law 
every white man north of the Ohio was vir­
tually made a slave. He dared not give meat, 
drink nor shelter to the seeker after liberty 
who had lo'.lowed the noi th star from any one 
of these Southern States in search of free­
dom. They took the glistening bayonets 
and the star spangled banner ol the army; 
they trailed them in the dust of shame and 
disgrace as they followed Anthony Burns 
through the streets of old Boston, that cra­
dle of liberty, to the ship that was to con­
vey him hack to the master from whom lie 
had escaped: and the massacre of Fort 
Blunt, in which hundreds of black men, 
women and children had 1’oumi shelter 
from their cruel taskmasters, evidences the 
fact that the navy of the United States was 
used by the dominant party in upholding 
tlieir peculiar legislation. Democrats have 
forgotten this, but we have not. Surely, 
then, il the United States army and navy 
were used to uphold a wrong and might 
make might right in those days, they can 
be safely used now to uphold and perpetu­
ate the right.

I again assert we can never become 
Democrats, and when they ask us to be­
come such let them see in these things our 
answer. Throughout the entire North tfiat 
party in this State has industriously repre­
sented us as being depraved, etc., and has 
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
give currency to these slanders and mis­
representations. Our duty in these premi­
ses is plain. I exhort you to be equally 

•active in rebutting and disproving the 
charge, and in taking immediate steps to 
lay betore the country the story of our 
wrongs. It is absolutely necessary that we 
should adopt this course. It is wicked and 
criminal in us to sit down and leave the 
white Republicans to tight our political 
battles for us. More than all this, our task 
is fully set before us in a plain, comprehen­
sive and unmistakable manner by the lan­
guage of Senator Carjienter in his Exposi­
tion llalLspeech, to which I call your par­
ticular attention:

“Now. then, what is your remedy, assum­
ing all the time that the case presented to 
the committe is the truthful one. The 
committee did not terminate its investiga­
tion until near the close of the last se-sion. 
You know what a whirl always attends the 
closing hours of Congress. Several of the 
important appropriation bills had not been 
determined: many most important measures 
were unfinished, and everything was 
rushing when the Louisiana case was pre­
sented to the consideration of the Senate.

“Congress will meet again on December

next; vour case will be fully heard before 
that Congress; and now let me say to all of 
vou, let me say first to the Kellogg men 
who are in, and whom I shall be very glad 
to see kept in. if they can be rightfully, 
and who tell me that their case was not 
presented fairly, indeed not presented at 
all to the committee, ‘come again to Con­
gress with memorials and proofs; show 
if you can that Kellogg was elected.’ To 
Mc-Enerv and his friends let me say the 
same thing. ‘Come to Congress in the 
earliest days of its next session, present 
your side of the case, give us ail the facts,’ 
and if it appears upon the full and final 
examination, as it did appear to the com­
mittee on the examination whic-h was made 
of the case as it was presented, that Kel­
logg and his asssciates were not elected, 
and it can be made to appear that McEnerv 
was honestly elected; or if the case shall 
show that Kellogg was not elected and 
McEnc-ry was elected by fraud, in my judg­
ment it will be the clear duty of Congress 
to interfere, and I have no doubt Congress 
will interfere arid order a re-election."

This is plain language, and the colored 
men must be up and doing. They must 
work lor the future: they must form their 
committees, collect their testimony, spend 
their money, and send representatives 
North who can and will speak for them; and 
by these means show that they are on the 
w‘ar path as well as the McEneryites. We 
believe that Governor Kellogg was elected, 
and that we can prove it. There is evidence 
to be had which has never yet been brought 
forth, and that proof will sustain this ad­
ministration. ' In spite of the obstacles 
placed in the way of Republicans, we hon- 
estlv b lieTC we overcame our opponents. 
They deride our proofs and our people be­
cause many of them signed their names 
with a mark, but it is not hall as disgrace­
ful as it was for them to make marks 
on the backs of their slaves. It is the duty 
of the colored people to send their own men 
to Washington to defend their cause and 
assist our friends in substantiating our elec­
tion. If a visit to the South has opened the 
eyes of Senator Carpenter, and made him 
believe things that he did not credit 
before coming here, it would certain­
ly do a great amount of good to 
send colored men to the North to state 
the real grievances of the coloied people of 
Louisiana and controvert the vile slanders 
heaped on us. It is not difficult to con­
vince the Northern people that we have 
been wronged, and that a most desperate 
attempt has been made to overthrow our 
State government, which we honestly be­
lieve to have been elected, and to turn it 
over to our political opponents. It is com­
paratively an easy task. It costs less ef­
fort to maintain "the truth than to bolster 
up fraud and wrong. We have been crimi­
nal in our inertness. We have got work to 
do. When Waruioth saw his fortunes fail­
ing in Washington, he telegraphed here to 
his friends, “Action, action, action ! ’’ I re­
peat his words, but not with his peculiar 
meaning, and say to the colored men of 
Louisiana, "Action, action, action ! ” Let 
us say to our friends who gave gone abroad 
on pleasure excursions, “Return and ren­
der us your assistance, for we need you.” 
The Time has come when every prominent 
or representative colored man in this State 
must put forth his be6t efforts and energies 
and act for his State, his party and his 
people. Many of our friends may rest upon 
the proclamation of the President upon 
Louisiana affairs, which has just been is­
sued; but this proclamation is net what 
they should rely upon, for the eff ort will be 
maile to overthrow the Republican partv in 
this State and the election of Governor Kel­
logg by action in Congress. This effort must 
be met by us, and, in conclusion, I earnest­
ly appeal to your patriotism, love of civil 
and political rights, and your willingness 
to perform your bounden duty in this mat­
ter. to arouse, shake oft your lethargy and 
do good battle in so noble a cause.

lion. James II. Ingraham was next an­
nounced, and spoke as follows:

Once again duty calls, acid in response 
thereto we have assembled this night 
to again acknowledge our determination to 
support, maintain and defend our rights and 
the national and State administrations.

That God rules in the affairs of men is as 
certain as any truth of science. Every stu­
dent and every thinking man recognizes 
this truth, for it is from the beginning, and 
the world of thought and action hangs upon 
it,

Eternal wisdom marshals the countless 
millions of earth beneath its banner, on 
which is inscribed the legend, "The world 
exists by the will of God, and man rules 
it by thought and action.” Kings and 
princes are raised up or thrown down; 
nations are born and die; republics flourish 
and wither; dynasties perish as leaves; 
families are scattered over the earth, but 
nothing is by accident, tbongh men may. 
through their ignorance of causes, believe 
so. The deeds of time are governed, as 
well as judged, by the decrees of eternity.

“God rules the universe and all therein!” 
and in the fullness of His mercy, and at 
His appointed time, he caused the negroes 
in America to become freemen, soldiers and 
citizens. It is vain, it is sacrilegious in man 
to attempt to set at naught his work.

W e assert here to-night, and the assertion 
cannot be disproved, that the colored people 
ol Louisiana are not inimical to the white 
people of the State. We desire to live in 
peace with them, and we are ready and 
willing to do all in our power, all that is 
absolutely necessary, consistent with honor, 
to prove as a living reality this assertion. 
Our very conduct under grave and adverse 
circumstances attests the truth of our de­
sire to live in peace with our white lellow 
citizens. We claim, and are prepared to 
prove, that we have not attempted to dis­
possess our white fellow citizens of either 
their rights or property. We claim, and 
are prepared to prove, that while we have 
ever done all in our power to maintain ami­
cable relations of friendship with our white 
fellow citizens, that some of the latter have 
spurned us end trampled under foot our 
honest efforts, and undone the work of 
years in a moment of time by the inhuman 
butchery ol our people.

The fact that the best element ot our 
white fellow-citizens have no word of con­
demnation for these inhuman slaughters is 
indeed painful. It is, however, claimed 
that they do condemn privately these 
bloody acts. It is of this private condemna­
tion that we have most cause to complain; 
for, in the absence of public condemnation, 
the actors in these bloody massacres con­
strue that public opinion aiiproves their 
deeds by its failure to denounce them. 
There must be no more Grant massacres.

We believe we have agencies at work for 
our elevation and protection: unseen by our 
fellow citizens of Democratic faith, some­
times like a messenger through the dark- 
iiees of night we feel its approach; and, de­
spite the prejudices of onr enemies, we feel 
that the hour has come for our people—for 
mankind—to enter upon a now form of be­
ing; "unseen bands have drawn the bolts 
Irorn the gates of futurity 1” and we and 
others are striving for mastery in this State 
and country not as white or colored people, 
but on account of our development, moral­
ly, intellectually and socially.

We meet to-night in response t# a call 
of those colored men men who, viewing 
with alarm the efforts of our opponents— 
friends and supporters of John McEnery— 
to misrepresent the condition of affairs in 
our State, by creating here at home a pub­
lic opinion favorable to violence, pillage 
and assassination, "of which negroes alone 
are the victims," and who control public 
journals as apologists of and for the wrongs 
mtiicied upon a peaceful and law-abiding 
people, and who are preparing iu secret 
documents setting forth pretended facts, 
and eolc-eting and collating evidence of 
doubtful truthfulness, and attempting to 
prove the Grant parish massacre a lawful 
and necessary act. to lay before Congress 
at its ensuing session erroneous and false 
assertions, invoking its intervention in our 
State affairs by asserting and attemjiting 
to prove that the present State govern­
ment is a usurpation, conceived in iniquity, 
erected by fraud, and supported by federal 
bayonets.

Forewarned as we are of the intentions 
of our opponents a failure to be pre­
pared at the very opening of the next 
Congress to have our side heard, would 
be a grave error on our part, that 
would the inexcusable forever hereafter 
and justly merit the unqualified condemna­
tion of our friends in this State, our race 
throughout the Union, and humanity the 
world over.

Senator Carpenter while here informed 
the colored men who consulted with him. 
at Lieutenant Gevernorj Antoifle's resi­
dence. if matters here in the State were 
true, as represented bv the colored men,

onr case had not been correctly presented 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elec­
tions of the United States Senate. Accept­
ing the Senator’s statement as true, we 
must present our ease properly before that 
committee of the Senate at the next session, 
supported by documentary evidence, statis­
tical facts, oral testimony, and by a com­
mittee of colored men. who, being on the 
gronndat Washington, will be prepared to 
offset, dispute, and neutralize tbe misrep­
resentations of those,_ who, as evinced last 
winter, would not hesitate at doing any­
thing that would make the McEnery gov­
ernment a success in Louisiana.

We know that the sponser of the McEne­
ry government conceived that monstrosity 
in iniquity; and strenuously attempted, by 
fraud and these fingers, to place it in 
power in this State. Action ! action ! action ! 
lie telegraphed from Washington, meaning' 
thereby that the exertion of McEnery's 
friends alone would give him and their cou- 
spira'-v a ghost of chance to succeed.

So I to-night, catching up the same words, 
say to you, aciion! action! action !—concen­
trated," determined, hut lawful and peace­
ful—must be resolved and acted on by our 
people, if they want, as I know they do, a 
republican State government in Louisiana.

There is every guarantee of the State 
government maintaining every right, as 
well as protecting the material interests of 
the cokued people. We have a colore.d 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
State Treasurer, Superintendent of Educa­
tion, fourteen colored Senators, and over 
forty colored men in the House of Repre­
sentatives, and numerous other colored 
men in office all over Louisiana. A civil 
rights bill, and a Governor who will enforce 
it. We have ail that a people can wi6h for. 
It will be our fault if we are foolish enough 
to throw away the best chance we have had 
since we became citizens of this State. In 
the number of colored men who are in posi­
tions throughout the State we have talent, 
honesty and devotion to the interests of 
our people, to which may be added many 
honest and upright white Republicans who 
are true to the colored people.

Now as to those men who are distasteful 
to Republicans, who have been appointed 
to office, I say to you that is no cause fur 
opposition—f admit there is just ground for 
complaint—to the State government. Ail 
just cause of complaint can and will be re­
moved by the Senate when it meets. Pa­
tience, Then, and time are all that is neces­
sary to remove even this cause of ill-feeling. 
To perpetuate a "Republican State govern­
ment"—the work of bur bands and votes— 
is the work of the hour. Let us woikone 
and all to that end.

To the Democrats of Louisiana we say 
that we have a history of which we aie 
proud. Our race furnished soldiers to drive 
the British invader from our shoree. and 
again to restore the “Union one and in­
separable." We paid taxes on twelve mil­
lions ol property before the war. and on 
over thrice that amount now. We have 
produced a Cailloux, a Crowder and a 
Dunn, and though they sleep with their 
fathers they have left behind them men of 
their blood and race to carry on the good 
work and live up to the examples set be­
fore the. We recall to mind :

First—That our enemies shut their eyes 
to these visible facts, close their ears to 
these deep sounding truths, and are dumb 
when asked to acknowledge these facts, 
and their hands are closed by prejudice 
when asked to applaud the efforts of a 
patient, hard working, honest, but much 
abused people.

Second—That the press, as represented 
by the Picayune, Htruid, Bee and other 
kindred sheets throughout the State, ad­
vises our white fellow-citizens to crush us, 
and hounds on depraved white men to in­
sult. oppress and outrage us, and have eo 
word of condemnation of any outrage, mur­
der or willful misrepresentation of our peo­
ple. With an eagerness befitting a nobler 
cause they assiduously and collectively do 
all they can to create "and foster an odious 
public sentiment of jioisonous and malig­
nant hatred between the negroes and 
whites.

Third—The Grant parish, massacre is 
willfully misrepresented, and efforts and 
arguments are constantly made to prove 
that it was an act committed in de­
fense of the lives of the murderers, their 
wives, mothers, children and property, and 
every excuse that fertile minds can invent 
is adduced to excuse the whites, while at 
the same time invention accuses the colored 
men of crimes and excesses that the race 
religiously condemn and are never indi­
vidually or collectively guilty of. No ex­
cuse of" any kind has or can be made that 
will cause humanity to cease to condemn 
“that massacre” in any other light than 
that of horror and condemnation. All the 
perfume of Arabia can not clean-e tbe 
bloody bands of tbe perpetrators of that 
fiendish slaughter.

Until there is a better feeling on the part 
of the white toward the colored people, I 
tremble for the prosperity of the State. 
The colored people recognize and respect 
the white people's rights.

They demand and expect recognition of 
their rights in return. Prosperity, peace 
and its attending blessings will come to the 
State only when there shall be an era of 
friendship between the races, of her citi­
zens. Macaulay says, in one of his "essays," 
that tbe removal of the civil disabilities of 
the Jews did not make them Christians, but 
gave them a chance for tlieir lives. So with 
the negroes ol America—their emancipation 
and enfranchisement has not made them 
“white people,” but it has given them a 
chance for their lives.

White men of Louisiana, let us live.
Mr. President, I am almost done, but can 

not close until I have recalled the fact that 
recently Mr. Carpenter, a Senator of the 
L'nitedStates, visited our city, heralded by 
the Fusionists, tbe Two Hundred and tbe 
renegade Republicans. All paid obsequious 
attention to bim, but when, after consulta­
tion with the representative colored men, 
he opened his mouth and told them some 
home truths, they cursed, abused and de­
nounced him, thus adding one more to the 
many instances we can name ot the utter 
contempt fora Northern man, who, how­
ever honest, is a rascal if he is a Repub­
lican and dares tell them the truth and is 
disposed to do right. We must re­
member that this Senator has told us 
that our case was not presented to 
the committee as we presented it to him 
when here, and that if, at the opening of 
Congress, we would be prepared to prove 
what we alleged, he liad no doubt but 
what we would save our State government

Thus we have been admonished as to our 
duty. Let us one and all realize our past 
fears, our present condition and our future 
prospect. You will perc-ieve that I am not 
now, nor have I to-night failed to appeal to 
your judgment and your better natures. 
In a conversation with a distinguished 
member oi Congress, a faithful friend ot 
our race in the days -when the clouds were 
dark," and hardly a silver ray of hope was 
to be discovered, he said to me: “Senator, 
God helps those who help themselves." 
Let us all take this Lome to us—each indi­
vidual in this assembly—anil work daily 
and hourly until success will crown our 
effort in saving the government ot our 
choice. Powerful agencies, strong ini!li­
enees are at work to destroy us. Let us 
not sleep while we can work, and all will 
be well.

It is reported, and that upon reliable au­
thority. that our congressional delegation 
are at work trying to secure a new elec­
tion—but not of Congressmen. Well, if 
this is true let us be heard in favor of elect­
ing Congressmen. A change in that direc­
tion at this time and hereafter would be 
quite a source of pleasure and gratification 
to the colored voters, who are thoroughly 
aware of the fact that they were guilty 
of a grave error in electing men who 
wanted and accepted two payments for 
one and the same duty.

There is no necessity, no want, no need 
of a new election. We have a State govern­
ment, complete in all its parts—legislative, 
judicial and executive; it is every day 
growing stronger, and is recognized and 
supported by the general government, and 
will stand as the government, if we stand 
by it, whether attacked by foes without, or 
agitators within its limits. Those who are 
opposed to it must not be allowed to destroy 
it, nor by ungrateful men. who would rum 
it if they cannot rule it.

We are better off under what we have to­
day than we are sure we will be under 
something that is a contingency of the fu­
ture. Let us. then, resolve to prepare our 
case from our standpoint, and properly pre­
sent it at Washington in December next. 
And when and wherever we meet enemies 
to our cause and government, let us win 
him from the errors of his ways. When we 
part to-night let ns go home quietly, peace­

fully, but determined to maintain by hone6t 
means the present Republican State gov­
ernment of Louisiana, knowing and realiz­
ing that it is to-day protecting our lives 
and that of wives, mothers, our property, 
and all that we love and hold dear.

Good night. Good night,
To-morrow and to morrow will be fair 
If we are true; stand by the right.

Hope on. hope ever, we will, we shall rise 
in the progress and development character­
istic of American freemen, and finally reach 
the highest place of civilization as devel­
oped by the genius of free and Christian 
America.

General T. Morris Chester was next in 
order, and delivered the following effective 
address:

Fellow-citizens—The continued fermen­
tation of the Fusionists necessitates upon 
our part, a dignified action in behalf ot 
truth and justice. The majority of the 
people of Louisiana, who controlled the 
succession of Governor, declared last No­
vember, as their solemn purpose, that 
William Pitt Kellogg should have four 
years lease of that office, with all of its honors 
and emoluments, under the constitution ol 
tbe State: and while in tbe act of executing 
this will to raise Senator Kellogg to the 
executive office, a portion of lawless adhe­
rents to one John McEnery, whom they de­
sired to succeed to the Governorship, vio­
lently seized the document, caused eras­
ures. aDd made fraudulent additions which 
were never contemplated by the testators, 
in the interest of the said McEnery. Sen­
ator Kellogg commenced proceedings in 
tbe federal court, and established two no­
torious facts, which were irresistible— 
first, that the will produced by McEnery 
was a fraud; and, second, that it 
was the will of the majority of the 
legal voters in the State that he should 
come into the succession. Here was a state 
of affairs which required a remedy ewift 
and radical; and recourse was had to the 
United States court presided over by Judge 
Durell, under the enforcement act. This 
court sitting in chancery, in which a higher 
standard of justice is administered than can 
be accomplished under the rigid formalities 
of law. set aside the fraudulent will in 
favor 01 McEnery and admitted to probate 
tbe nuncupative will in favor of Kellogg, 
the genuineness of which was substantiated 
by overwhelming testimony.

The whole problem with refer; nee to the 
State government is, shall fraud or justice 
triumph? Judge Durell, underthe constitu­
tion, the laws, the facts and his oath of 
office, could not do less than interpose the 
federal power between the conspirators and 
their fraudulent purpose. If our freedom 
is real, our citizenship is positive, and our 
suffrage is absolute, then any attempt 
to deprive us of these great blessings 
should be restrained by the authority which 
conferred them. It was fortunate for Louis­
iana, fortunate for the colored people, who 
are in the majority in this State, that a just 
and indexible judge was on the bench dur­
ing the tria' of the celebrated case of Wil­
liam Pitt Kellogg vs. Warmotii et al., or 
the influences brought to bear might have 
secured the triumph ot fraud and injustice. 
At the proper time I propose to enter into 
an elaborate defense of Judge Durell and 
his action, which, I have no doubt, will be 
sustained by the enlightened judgment of 
the American people. We, wlio have seen 
the streets of New Orleans reddened with 
the blood of oar brethren—whose houses 
have been fired while we were asleep—who 
have been hunted and massacred all over 
the State; and who feel that we are now 
standing over a volcano which might burst 
open at any moment and engulf us in living 
fire, can appreciate the action of Judge 
Durell, which protected us in our liberty 
and lives, and saved the State from an­
archy. The Kellogg government does not 
only hold its tenure through the decision of 
Judge Durell, but the Supreme Court of 
the State, which is composed of Southern 
gentlemen whose impartiality and integiity 
are unquestioned, has confirmed the legality 
of its existence. We believe that Judge 
Durell was right, and knowing that he was 
just and equitable, we propose to sustain 
him with all of the moral and political 
power in the control of the majority of the 
people of this commonwealth. We hail in 
him a patriot whose lovd of country is 
founded upon the principles of virtue; a 
judge whose decisions are moulded by an 
enlightened -en*e of justice; a statesman 
whose views are sound upon all public 
questions; a scholar whose cultivation is 
the admiration of his fellow-citizens; a gen­
tlemen whose character is beyond reproach 
and whose motives are above suspicion, 
and in whose enlightened interpretation of 
the several constitutional amertDments and 
the laws made to enfoice their spirit, chang­
ing the theory of the government with re­
ference to the status of Afro-Americans, we 
recognize that true standard of impartial 
justice which the nation will approve and 
humanity applaud.

As much lias already been said upon gen­
eral affairs, I think I could not do better 
than avail myself of this opportunity to 
address myself directly to our white feliow- 
eitizens who are designated “the oldest and 
the best.” That class of persons and tbeir 
representatives are always lecturing the 
colored people as to our duty. Now, I have 
some good advice which I propose to give 
to those who are present, and, through the 
reporters, to those who are absent.

Much was said last year in the Fusion 
press and other kindred journals, about the 
Africanization of this State, and the pros­
pect of the administration of its affairs be­
ing under the control of organized ignor­
ance and corruption, in which language 
they were pleased to speak of that portion of 
American citizens of African descent, who 
cast 70,000 votes in this commonwealth at 
the November election, being in excess of 
all others combined. In full view of this 
state of affairs and the overwhelming logic 
of past events, these journals and persons 
of similar obtusenees are endeavoring by 
most disreputable means to precipitate "a 
conflict of races, which they hypocritically 
pretend to deplore. Strong in our faith of 
the inate sense of American justice, we will 
not shrink from the issue, come when it will, 
and the sooner it is over the better it will 
lie for us; for the result will be a complete 
annihilation of any and all depraved white 
men who sought to engage humanity in a 
bloody strife of extermination upon the 
causeless issue of complexion. In such an 
insane attempt all the colored people would 
necessarily he driven into opposition, and 
all the upright white men, all law-abiding 
citizens, all genuine Christians, all support­
ers of the constitution of the federal govern­
ment. which makes no distinction, and all 
friends of human progress of every clime, 
would he associated with us to strangle and 
crush out aiiy overt act of the infamous 
spirit of caste.

When we were oppressed by the unparal­
leled wrongs and injustice of two centuries; 
when we saw. in smothered indignation, our 
fathers dragged from us in chains, our old 
mothers brutally beaten with stripes, our 
lovely s'srers unblushing)" prostituted, our 
endeared babes snatched from their cradles 
and publicly hawked upon the auction 
block : when we suffered all these, and a 
thousand other humiliating oppressions, 
which were predicated upon our color, with­
out rising up in rebellion against our ene­
mies, we are not likely now. in the realization 
of nearly all of our civil rights,to depart from 
the progressive and Christian course which 
has so materially aided us in the enjoy­
ment of our citizenship. But, if a few dem­
agogues are unwilling to abide by the great 
American principle constitutionally ex­
pressed, that the will of the majority shall 
be the law of the land, then let them try to 
reverse it. if they dare, by a renewed indis­
criminate attack upon colored people in 
this State, where we happen to be 
in the majority. It should not be sur­
prising that there is but little confidence 
on our part in the expressions of in­
terest and political friendship from our 
white fellow-citizens, as long as the Fusion 
organs continue in theiruneharitable and in­
human purno.se of inciting a war of races, 
in the gratification of their rancorous pro­
pensities. and in the hopeless belief that all 
white persons are as infamous in their de­
sire as themselves, to massacre colored men, 
women and children, as was done in New 
Orleans only a few years ago, under the in­
spiration of such journals. With such pes­
tiferous exponents, there is no wonder that 
public sentiment in this State is debauched: 
that there is a mutual distrust between the 
two races; that there is a general misunder­
standing with reference to respective pur­
poses and intentions, and with no prospect 
of any better growth of good feeling be­
tween all classes until the false teachings 
of these disguised Democratic journals shall 
be indignantly frowned down by the peo­
ple whose sense ol propriety they Lave at­

tempted to outrage, and hooted into obscu­
rity by both races, whom they are so un- 
blushingly endeavoring to precipitate in an 
unholy strife. , .

There are some persons who are foolish 
enough to believe that in all contests which 
demagogues and a few questionable jour- 
nalists desire to base upon color, that all 
the whites would array themselves against 
our race. This is one of those popular 
errors, in contracted minds, which even the 
progressive justice of the American people 
has not yet dispelled in certain obfuscated 
localities. When the whole South arose in 
rebellion to perpetuate our enslavement, it 
had been flattered into the delusion that it 
would receive sufficient sympathy_and sup- 
port, upon eomplexional considerationŝ  
from the Northern whites in tbe accom­
plishment of its unholy purpose; but, to its 
surprise, the great dividing line was not 
drawn according to color, but upon princi­
ples oi loyalty and justice, which associated 
the entire colored population and millions 
of white men under the old flag, which, 
resulted in a transformation scene of politi­
cal grandeur, far outrivalling our most 
extravagant anticipations. In order to in­
timidate us in the enjoyment of our new 
born rights and privileges, and with the 
view to coerce us into the support oi the 
repnlsive principles of our enemies, Ku- 
Kiux organizations were instituted in 
many parts oi the South to execute 
their cowardly and base purpose of flogging 
and massacreing our unprotected and inof­
fensive people, regardless of age or sex; and 
in tbis unparalleled odiousness they expect 
an entire immunity by virtue of tbeir white 
skins. In evidence of the unpopularity of 
oppressions on account of color, a white 
President asked a white Congress for ad­
ditional powers to punish and suppress 
these lawless and ignominious spirits who 
warred upon us because we are colored 
darker than themselves—and they were 
granted, to the great joy of our persecuted 
people, and in response to a corresponding 
sentiment from the good and the just 
throughout the land. White ministers of 
retribution were sent into those parts of the 
country which were infested by these dis­
turbers of the public peace, who arrested 
them, brought them to trial and conviction, 
and many of them are now incarcerated in 
Northern penitentiaries for protracted 
terms under the severe discipline of white 
wardens.

In 1800 it was popular to draw lines of 
distinction according to color; to debase us 
in the slave States and humiliate us in the 
free States; to deaden our manhood and 
paralyze our self-respect; to force us into 
smoking cars, and reduce us to the treat­
ment of servants on board of steamboats 
and in hotels; to degrade our women to con­
cubines, and to inflict upon us all the evils 
which the horrible system of slavery en­
tailed. But I am truly grateful that a new 
era has dawned; a new light has broken in 
upon the American mind; a new revelation 
has been made in signs of blood; anew 
gospel is preached; a new God is worshiped, 
and new prophets are now disseminating 
the teachings which exalt a nation and 
quicken obedience to tbe golden rule. Since 
tii3 awful curse of slavery has been re­
moved, with nearly all of its attend­
ing evils; since the sunlight of lib­
erty has radiated its blessings all oyer 
the land—since the songs of emancipation 
have been heard upon every mountain ton 
and rolled along each valley, which have 
been swelled by the approving chorus of 
Christendom into a universal exultation, 
and since the nation, after wrestling for a 
long time with the spirits of darkness, has 
triumphed, under the inspiration of justice, 
religion and virtue, consecrating this vast 
continent to God and universal liberty, I 
am somewhat startled and amazed at the 
croaking ebulirions which emanate from 
the Fusion journals against the commend­
able ppirit of American progress which is 
hailed with joy by just men ali over crea­
tion.

If there is a people which deserves well of 
the whites of this country, and especially 
of the South, it is our unfortunate and long 
suffering race. We have faithfully served 
you lor over two hundred years without 
anv just recompense. We endured all the 
proscriptions and barbarities which you, in 
vour interests and fears, imposed upon us 
to perpetuate our unholy bondage. We 
cultivated the soil and enriched it with our 
sweat and blood. We gave to the South all 
the commerce which she ever had and to 
you planters the wealth which enabled you 
to live like Nabobs at home and abroad. 
You and your children have been carried in 
colored arms and nourished at colored 
breasts. We have cradled you in infancy 
and eared for you with as much affection as 
if you had been our own. We have anx­
iously attended you in sickness and cheered 
you "back to health and happiness. We 
have sorrowed over the death of your dear 
ones and watered their graves with- 
our tears, and Throughout all of our ad 
versity we were true and faithful 
to your interests and persons, which ought 
to elicit a little more friendship and consiil 
eration from you who owe us so much, and 
from whom we have received so little. We 
would willingly forget the past, our years 
of unrequited toil, our innumerable wrongs 
and unparalleled injustice, if you would 
only accept the situation, recognize our 
new-born rights in practice as well as in 
theory, and protect us in the enjoyment of 
citizenship. We have no disposition to 
Africanize this State, but we. fear the Fu- 
sion press would whitewash all of its 
officers if it only had the power. We have 
never attempted to organize a party upon 
color, but we do sometimes feel that we can 
not intrust, with the highest degree of con­
fidence, our liberties and civil rights to the 
administration of men who are always sigh­
ing for the good old times; who are"ma6sa- 
creing our people, and who are ever aim­
ing to bring upon us ridicule and contempt 
tor no other reason than our color.

We would long since have been associated 
with you in the great work of reconstruc­
tion in this and other Southern States, had' 
not the Democratic press created a feeling 
of distrust between us which they have en­
deavored to intensity and aggravate. It is 
to be regretted that you, in your impover­
ished condition, have listened so long to 
tLe dangerous allurements of these jour­
nals. rather than unite with ns, who are 
your best friends, who nourished you in in­
fancy, played with you iu youth, and all 
through life exhibited for you and yours an 
interest and an affection which these pro­
fessional journalists have vainly essayed to 
assimulate. Unfortunately for you, in your 
contumacy, their pretended disregard of 
acknowledged facts has pleased your em­
bittered feelings, and in fraudulently en­
couraging the blighted hopes of return­
ing to “ the good old times '* of 
skin supremacy, you have refused 
to acknowledge ‘the legitimacy of 
our freedom and the justice of our enfran­
chisement. While you are sulking over the 
past and following ‘the leadership of these 
false beacons, the carpet baggers from the 
North came among us with professions of 
good will and sentiments of progression, 
adapting themselves entirely to the situa­
tion, ami there was nothing left for us to do 
but to give to them the championship of our 
cause, and the important positions of trust, 
where we had the political power, which 
you, barring some honorable and individual 
exceptions, so persistently refused. In 
pointing out tbis error of the Southern peo­
ple, I do not know whether to rejoice over 
it or to regret it, since we have progressed 
much more rapidly through your contumacy 
than we could possibly have done had you 
been governed* by ordinary common sense 
and the logic of accomplished facts.

Never has a people shown so much pa­
tience and good will in all their various and 
unfortunate relations as we have mani­
fested to you. In Mississippi, where we 
are largely in excess of the white popula­
tion, we elected to the governorship a 
wealthy planter, whose administration of 
reconstruction was so apparently successful 
and satisfactory that he was exalted to the 
United S'ates Senate upon our suffrage, 
where he exhibited bis ingratitude 
in failing to support tiie supplement­
ary civil rights bill, which guaranteed 
to Lis constituents ordinary and decent 
privileges in ail places and conveyances of 
a public character. Should the colored 
people of Mississippi send a colored man to 
the United States Senate as the suc­
cessor of Governor Alcorn, it could not 
be charged that they wished to found 
their political action upon color, since 
they gave tbeir confidence and the 
highest honor in their gift to one of the 
ablest of her citizens and the most culti­
vated of her gentlemen, who had been an ex­
tensive slave holder and a rebel general, and 
who deceived them rpon the first opportu­
nity which present̂  d of doing them an act 
of unite. Tnere nu\e been other cases of

similar political treachery, which*have 
tended to weaker our faith in our white 
fellow-citizens; but in the goodness of onr 
hearts, rather than ip the exercise of our 
judgment, we are still willing to trust you; 
to confide our destiny to your keeping; to 
place the administration of affairs under 
your control, and to acknowledge the su­
periority of your training and your adapta­
tion for official responsibilities—if you will 
only stand upon tbe Republican platform, 
without hesitation or mental reservation, 
pledged to protect us in our new-born 
rights, and guarantee to us the full en joy­
ment of all of our civil privileges.

We do not wish to live on unfriendly 
terms with you, political or otherwise, hut 
rather would we be united in the great 
work of reconstruction, upon the basis of 
an honest and dignified administration of 
public affairs, in lightening the heavy bur­
dens of the people, in resisting the en 
cioachments of corruption and peculation, 
and in welcoming from the North, the 
West, or any part of God’s creation, a 
thrifty and promising immigration, to build 
up the towns and cities; to introduce Those 
sanitary improvements so essential’ to 
health; to cut down and utilize the unpro­
ductive wilderness, and to transform the 
marshy districts into cultivated fields and 
habitable plains. Such a happy and pros­
perous result could only be consummated 
by a union of both races for the public 
good, upon the broad platform of impartial 
justice, in -which our civil fights would be 
fully respected and sustained, and your pe­
culiar merits duly appreciated and properly 
acknowledged. Our interests are your in# 
terests, and the prosperity of the State, 
under our combined co operation, wouid 
not only be a blessing and a benefit, but it 
would advance the individual welfare 
and happiness of the people. We appeal 
to you to forget the past, to join with us j*r 
the exemplary mission of raising this State 
to the position which her fruitful fields, he* 
majestic rivers, her commercial facilities 
and immense resources of wealth and pros# 
perit.v are capable of exalting her under 
our combined efforts. Secured in all of our 
civil rights which the State and national 
constitutions guarantee, by the moral iorco 
which you could at any moment exert, our 
united labors woulfl whiten the entire fields 
of the South with cotton and make the air 
musical with our songs of mingled pathos 
and-gaiety; the rivers would be animifted 
by an increased number of steamboatŝ  
ladened down with the products of our la­
bor; your wharves would be crowded jvith 
messengers of commerce, representing a 
wilderness of masts, to carry our great’ 
article of export to the world's market* 
the merchants would be enric!*d; the la* 
borers would be benefited, and all trades 
and classes would be blest by the general 
prosperity which would result in exalting, 
this commonwealth from her present adver. 
sity and embarrassment* to an advanced, 
standard ef civilization, where her star 
would shine with undimmed lustte jb# 
galaxy of the Union.

If this happy condition iff affairs Is »o1 
inaugurated, it will be due totlie efforts e>£ 
the Fusion papers and such bricked cottt iw 
poraries jb consort with them to speculate 
upon the misfortunes of our afflicted people# • 
These depraved journalists are daily "on 
gaged in the ignoble purpose of preventing 
a union for the general good. If seems that 
they have successfully strengthened ‘your 
contumacy by quickening the delusion that 
the administration of this State can be 
again put under your control without oaf 
assistance. In-our simplicity* and unde­
veloped condition, this is just possible, hi? 
uot probable. It should be remembered 
there are schoolhouses all over the‘coma 
monwealth; newspapers in every parish* 
the great publio educator# of the people® 
which will continue to multiply whenever 
there is a necessity; there are churches in 
which Rur people are being instructed in 
their moral and religious duties by a raj* 
idly improving ministry; there are mean# 
of "communication which bring ns iron* 
tbe furtherest part of the State into intsi® 
course and social relations, and every spc« 
cies of political deception on the part of 01* 
pretended friends, every act of hostility 
against our privileges, every attempt t® 
abridge our rights, and all unfriendly sen# 
timents expressed, are thoroughly "circt* 
lated by the old under-ground means <4 
communication to the disparagement <ji ouj 
enemies.

If our prejudices against yet* were tia 
strong as yours are against us, we wouH 
do the very act which the Fusion journal# 
charge us with attempting to accomplish# 
We deprecate much^your political policy 
and shrink from many of your misguide! 
acts. If you will not see the wisdom oj 
uniting with us in the redemption ut »he 
State upon the patriotic platform of ;h# 
Union, the constitution and the enforcement 
of the laws, it is because of yourobstinaeyt 
and rather than jump on board of tbe cap 
of progress, you seem to prefer resisting if 
by throwing yourselves in front where' yo» 
are destined to be politically crushed. If 
you will keep up this senseles# oppoeitioij 
against us, refusing to aid us in Vue fallen# 
joyment of our eivil rights, following the* 
teachings of the Fusion papers to preveif 
a union of your means with our musc les, ail 
association of your capital with our labor, \  
combination of your cultivated brains with 
our brawny bodieŝ  the time may comp 
when under a more advanced civilization 
and the inspiration of a higher* degree ot 
self-respect, the union which we are now 
eo anxious to cement would be wqected 
through our independence of yourcltmenft 
of progression.

VVe are conscious of the political powef 
which we possess iu this State, but we- bavn 
no disposition to use it in the eyilusiv# 
interest of our race, unless driven to’ such 
an act by your injustice land as the las? 
refuge of self-preservation; but feeling 
kindly disposed to you, though You werft 
our oppressors, we believe that a returning 
sense of reason will guide you into harmo# 
nious political fellowship with us, which 
would eventuate in innumerable blessings. 
We wish all to know, whom it may concern, 
that we lully understand the situation; that 
we are aware of our political power to con* 
ler important trusts in this commonwealth 
upon whomsoever we will, hut we JiaVt? 
ever refrained from making distinctions oa 
account of color, because the exhibition ot 
such a feeling would be as wicked £» 1! 
would be unwise. I am happy, as a man 
and a Christian, in being able to point with 
pride to our record, and affirm ilia! in all of 
our tribulations we never resented the 
wrongs which we received; and since tve 
have been quickened into citizenship and, 
by force of circumstances, entrusted with 
political power, we have not retaliated iff 
the spirit which caused us so much humilia­
tion. In our humble homes we have 
received men, without regard to color, be­
cause it was right- VVe have never cart 
any reproach upon our Christianity b? 
proscribing a place or designating a‘ pcW 
lor any particular man made in the imago 
of our Creator. We never insulted H*av« n 
by refusing to commune with any and ail 
of the orthodox faith of whatever coTor ot 
from whatever clime. We believe in the 
•latherhood of God and the brotherhood o!> 
man, and knowing that all sinful distinc* 
tions here must be answered at ;h« last 
anil irrevocable judgment of Heaven, wq 
have endeavored to square our lives in ac­
cordance with those evangelical prineiplef 
which promise eternal bliss. <Jur senti­
ments must prevail, because they are in­
spired by genuine Christian Impressions. 
Our principles must be approved, became 
they spring from virtuous impulses. Our 
noble purpose will bring order out at cha- • 
and guarantee happiness and eontentnii nt 
to an embarrassed and distracted' peoph-i 
Our platform of good will to all men will 
be eventually adopted, because ft is right 
and just in theory, and offers in practice 
the only successful solution out of a.i wurt 
political complications.

When you had the power over ns, wo wcr»* 
not insensible as to how yon used it to oaf 
disadvantage and to your benefit; and wi• 
are -veil aware how Heaven, through its in­
scrutable laws, interposed to puni-h vox 
and regenerate us. Believing, aa we ffo- 
in justice here, as well as "the asternal 
judgment hereafter, we shall ever, in th? 
lull iaith that right must triumph, grapple 
with all political wrongs and circumv-L? 
every machination which may be originated 
to abridge our liberties or darken our hop' s- 
Men of Louisiana, you degraded us in ‘he 
house of bondage, and in your fancidJ 
supremacy you rivited the chains of in-pres 
sion upon our bodies and congratuiat-J 
yourselves upon your security; but the 
emancipating angel nerved the tea— 
and guided the hand of Abraham Lincoln, 
who struck the fetters from our limbs 
and proclaimed liberty throughout all tho 
land and unto all the inhabitants thcrcot, 
A splendid opportunity occurred to you to


