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JOHN m  i x  AT 111$ OLD TRICKS.

S ir  Battle  Frere on the S lave Trade.
[From the Bombay Gazette. April 25.]  ̂

Yesterday evening a conversazioni, at 
•which Sir Battle Frere, Colonel Felly and the 
chief European and native gentlemen were 
present, wan held in this city in the bunga­
low, at Girgaum, of the Hon. Mr. Mun-

Suldass Natfcoobhoy. The compound was 
ecorated to a certain extent, and in a cor­

ner we noticed a transparency, which was 
doubtless intended to represent the hero of 
the hour. The drawing room was com­
pletely filled with people. His excellency 
took a chair at one end ofjthe room, and the 
principal visitors were accommodated near 
bim in a position convenient for hearing.

Among the native gentlemen present were 
Kursondass Nensee, Narron.jee Damodhur, 
Jeyrain Sewjee, Ebramjee Sewjee, Gopall 
MowjeeIrKaywagur Rowjee, Anundjee Vis- 
ram, Jeyrain Gondjee. Veeriee Damodhur, 
TarryaTopun, Jairazbhoy Peerbhoy, Cur- 
rimhboy Soorjee, Luckmidass Khimjee, 
Dwarkadass Vussenjee, Khutao Mukhoond, 
Mathonradass Khetsey, Moolje Thackersee, 
etc. It is probable that Mr. Mungaldass 
purposely invited the principal members of 
the Bbattia, Khoja and Bania community, 
as it is people belonging to these classes 
who are chiefly interested in the slave 
trail e.

Shortly before six his Excellency Sir 
Bartle Frere rose and said: Mr. Mungul- 
dass Nathoobboy and gentlemen—I have 
been asked to say a few words on the pres­
ent occasion, and I very gladly avail my­
self of the opportunity. I believe I was 
sent with this expedition mainly because I 
was for many yearB connected with Bom­
bay. In telling you anything about what 
we have been ifoing during the laet few 
months, of course you can not expect me 
to enter into particulars about the instruc­
tions which I received from the home gov­
ernment or even into particulars about the 
negotiations which the expedition have car­
ried out. All this will be made public in 
duo time, and I trust it will be found to be 
satisfactory. I shall merely mention a few 
of the matters which struck me most as 
having a connection with the interests 
of some of the natives in this part 
of India. In the first place, I was 

'not prepared to find the whole coast of 
jAfrica entirely occupied, so far as trade is 
•concerned, by Indian merchants. 1 believe 

hat if yon wished to get information on 
lie former state of commercial aifairs on 

i east coast, as compared with the pres- 
ttt, you could not do better than read some 

Bf the accounts of wliat the old Portuguese 
ound when they were there. They tell us 

.that they found the whole of the trade and 
7)10 greater part of the administration of 
Mhe country in the hands ol' Moors, al­
though from the description of their num­
bers and the way in which they managed 
their own commercial affairs and the affairs 
til the States into which the country was 
divided, they appear to be precisely what 
we all know as the great Makummedan 
trailing classes of this country.

These Portugese descrilie ail the different 
classes which we now find on the east 
coast, and it may he as much news to you 
as it was to me, that of all the trailing 
classes there the principal part of the 
trade was in the hands of three or four of 
the castes which I now see represented be­
fore me. First of all in inti nonce, if not in 
numbers, there was a large community of 
Bhattias, and next a few Banians and Lo 
hannas, who may be said to represent the 
Hindoo trading classes of this great city. 
Some classes of natives of India are con­
spicuous bv their total absence—Brahmins, 
for instance, Chutryas, Bengalee Baboos, 
the Shettias of Madras and Marwarees. I 
found these three great Mahommedan 
classes to be the most numerous in the 
trade—Khojas, Borahs and Mernons—but 
of these the luoBt numerous were 
the Khojas, It was a surprise to 
mo that from almost opposite Soco­
tra down nearly to the Cape Cplony, 
and along the Madagascar coast, the whole 
trade seemed, within the last forty or fifty 
years, to ha ve passed into the hands of na­
tives of India. You will recollect that the 
Portuguese almost entirely extinguished 
the Indian trade on the east coast, where 
Judians had almost ceased to be represented 
excepting by a tew who went from Kur- 
rachee. Maud vie, and some of the Kattywar 
ports. Vet now. and as 1 have said lor the 
last half century, the natives of India have 
monopolized the east African trade to such 
an extent that 1 do not think it would be 
possible now to distribute or collect a cargo 
upon the African coast, excepting through 
the agency of some of your countrymen. I 
found that wherever i went, not only in 
the larger ports but also in the smaller vil­
lages, where there were only one or 
two ships, the shipper was almost certain 
to be nn Indian. These merchants might 
have been Khojas or Borahs, anil 
there I used to find them exactly 
as you might see them in shops in 
some of the outlying villageson theGuzerat 
frontier, where they sit dispensing their 
wares among the Blieels or the coolies sur­
rounding them. I have mixed among these 
merchants, and so tar as I did so I lound 
that they all talked either Guzerati or Hin­
dustani.* All this to me was quite a novelty. 
1 knew that there was a large and increas­
ing commerce, but I repeat that totnetlie 
extent to which India had monopolized the 
East African traffic was quite a novelty.
I found that concurrent with this growth of 
Indian interests on the African coast this 
.lave trade grew up which was the immedi­
ate object of my mission—a slave trade 
which is now so extensively carried on that 
thirty or more thousand of human beings 
are, 1 believe, exported every year from 
Africa. I thought at first that this great 
trade must necessarily be an old evil; but 
we were told that it was an evil which had 
always existed, and no doubt a small 
trade did exist there some time ago. 
The reason may be this. Before 
Indian merchants went back to the 
East African coast to resume a trade which 
they had lost for the last 200 years, proba- 
bly Since the Mogul Empire began to de­
cay, a great piratical fiela sprang up,

and the seas used to be swept by robber#. 
A great many of these pirates were, 1 am 
afraid, of European descent, but they were 
chiefly Arabs. These pirates were sufficient
to prevent the slave trade being carried on 
in its present state, because, as you may 
easily imagine, no ship filled with slaves 
could make any resistance against a well 
armed pirate. It happened that two things 
occurred within the last fifty years. There 
had been a general resumption of the old 
trade by Indian merchants, and accompa­
nying it tLere had been a general growth oi 
the slave trade. I do not wish you to sup­
pose that these two things were connected 
in the way of cause and effect, because I 
must say of Indian merchants that as to 
their direct connection with the slave trade 
I have found very little to their preju­
dice, ami, indeed, ail the gnat mer 
chants are free from connection with 
the slave trade, although, hy the posses­
sion of capital, which might be exchanged 
for human beings, they may have had an 
indirect connection. 1 hat was the state of 
things as we fonnd it. and upon the subject 
of the slave trade I need not say more than 
what vou know already. You arc aware of 
the feeling on the subject in England, and I 
believe in India generally, that this trade 
must be stopped. I have no doubt it will 
be stopped verv speedily, because things at 
both ends of Africa have changed greatly 
ofla’e. All the civilized countries in the 
world, who used to be customers for slaves, 
have now given the practice up. In another 
three years there will be a legal end put by 
government to the slave trade in the Portu­
guese colonies, where that trade used to be 
general. Then the government of Mada­
gascar is favorable, and I may say that this 
struck me as one of the most favorable 
symptoms of improvement in that country. 
The government of Madagascar is com­
posed entirely of natives, and yet 
they have set their faces against 
slavery, and declared that it shall not exist 
in their country. At one of the ports in 
Madagascar we’ fonnd an Arab nacoda in 
prison for a year for carrying on the slave 
trade. The King of the Johannas told us 
that his island should not be a place for 
harborine slaves, and that all people 
brought to bis territories as slaves should 
be set free. On the Arabian coast I found 
there was the same disposition with refer­
ence to slaves who might be brought to 
those lands that are under the political rule 
of Colonel Pelly. All the people in these 
places told us they would set their faces 
against slavery. Therefore, I have no doubt 
that slavery, upon its present scale, will 
cease shortly. At the same, time there will 
remain for many years to come a desire on 
the part of certain people to make money 
by trafficking in human flesh, and the 
attempt to do so will be made in spite of all 
we may do .to prevent it. It is in this 
respect that I think the gentlemen 
at present here, who are connected 
either as caste fellows or as countrymen 
with the merchants of East Africa, or at 
all events those who hold the purse strings, 
may do a deal of good work to assist the 
English government. If you inform your 
minds upon this subject and read what is 
now on record in print regarding the slave 
trade, and set your faces against the traffic 
in the way that you would deal with any 
other great evil that comes before you or 
with any general impediment to civiliza­
tion, you will act directly upon your coun­
trymen who are carrying on this trade. 
You might be able to create a public opin­
ion on the subject which would greatly as­
sist the public opinion of England. I be­
lieve that in a few years you could make it 
a disgrace for anybody 'calling himself a 
Hindoo or a Mohammedan merchant to be 
even suspected of having anything to do 
with this trade. I wish that those among 
you who have leisure and power to lead the 
opinion of your countrymen would come 
forward to "assist that civilization which 
England is bent upon introducing in Africa. 
The work will have its material as well as 
its moral reward.

The east coast of Africa is really magni­
ficent. It is quite as fine, naturally, as 
your own Malabar coast, abounding in good 
harbors, and facilities for trade beyond 
anything I have ever seen. Hitherto* the 
trade of this coast has been a sort ol mono­
poly in the hands of people who in their 
way are extremely intelligent, because they 
have seen a good deal of the world and 
rubbed off a good many prejudices. Upon 
the whole they are more active men than 
their fellow countrymen here, and I need 
not say that that is saying a great deal for 
any merchant. I wish there were more 
classes of people engaged in the trade, be­
cause I believe one of the chief causes of our 
prosperity has been the great mixture ot 
races in fudia. I may say that I did not see 
a single Parsee from one end of Africa to 
the other, excepting at Mozambique, and 
I wish I’arsees were more numerous. I have 
said that the present monopolizers of the 
trade are energetic men, but what they 
chiefly require is a little of modern educa­
tion and civilization—certainly they ought 
to get some of the learning of the West. In 
the diffusion of this kind of knowledge 
many of you here might do much good. 
Many of these merchants can read Guzer- 
atliee if they can read nothing else, and I 
wish that some of the Guzerathee-speaking 
gentlemen, who are educated, would write 
information for those people in that lan­
guage. By this means the greatest good 
could be accomplished. There is now direct 
communication by steamer from Aden, and 
I hope there will soon be the same from 
Bombay and Arabia, so that it will no 
longer be so difficult to communicate with 
these people that they must wait for about 
seven months before they can communicate 
with Europe. I foresee the time that there 
will be greater communication between the 
this country and the east coast of Africa, 
and 1 look upon it as a certainty that you 
will be able in one way or another, directly 
or indirectly, to do a great deal in making 
Africa as free from the curse of slavery as 
India now is. Let mo assure you, in con­
clusion, that what you have heard of the 
horrors of the slave trade is in no way ex­
aggerated. We have seen so much of the 
horrors which were going on that we can 
have no doubt that what you read in books, 
which are so often spoken of as containing 
exaggerations, is exaggerated in no respect. 
The evil is greater than anything you can 
conceive. Among the poorer class of 
Africans there is nothing like security from 
fathers and mothers being put to death in 
order that their children may be cap­
tured. and I may say every tenth person 
captured dies alter bis seizure. I can not 
lose this opportunity of telling you what 
really very much concerns you—first of all, 
that you have indirectly a great deal to do 
with the maintenance of the present state 
of things; that it is in your power to stop the 
traffic, and that the suppression of such an 
evil is one as worthy of you as of the com 
bination of all civilized nations. I hope to 
bear that my old friends in Bombay will do 
their part well, and I aut snre that if the 
matter is once placed before them in its 
true light they will not be behind in tlicir 
duty. I thank you all for the patienee with 
which you have listened to me, and 1 hope 
that those of you who understand English 
will explain what I have said to those who 
do not. [Loud applause.]

The lion. Munguldass Nathooblioy said: 
Gentlemen—I think you all agree with me 
that our warmest thanks are due to Sir 
Bartle Frere for the very interesting and 
important information which be has so 
kindly given ns. I have no doubt that all 
my countrymen who have anvthing to do. 
either directly or indirectly, with the slave 
trade in Zanzibar or Muscat, will follow the 
valuable advice which he has just tendered 
us. (Applause.]

His excellency was then introduced to a 
number of native gentlemen, and alter a 
conversation with a number of friends he 
took bis departure amid the applause of 
the gentlemen who had assembled to meet 
him.

Kustetl G old.
A Louisiana man nas bought a farm in 

Sonoma county, and paid for it with $10,000 
in gold that he buried in that State at the 
outbreak of the war in 1801. Tue Santa 
liosa Democrat says:

The greater portion of it is now on de­
posit in the vaults of the liosa Bank, where 
it may be seen in the same condition as 
when taken from the ground, rusted and 
discolored. Some of the pieces are dated 
I Sill, the year in which it was hidden. Thev 
have the stamp (f  the New Orleans Mint, 
and must have been of the last coinage 
from that mint. The cautious owner, by 
purchasing a $10,000 Sonoma farm, has at 
last improved his long-buried talent.

Kate Field is getting a new book ready 
for print, to be called "Jiap-Hazard.'’

T U B P O U K I fl .

Secretary Robeson has completed his re­
port of the investigation of the Polaris 
matter and forwarded it to the President. 
Tbe following are some of its most im­
portant features:

Secretary Robeson says it must be dearly, 
understood that the department neither 
make nor declare any judgment against 
Buildington. who has no opportunity for 
an explanation of facts, which show that, 
though he was perhaps wanting in enthu­
siasm for the grand objects of the expedi­
tion, and at times grossly lax in discipline— 
and though he differed in judgment as to 
the possibility, safetv and propriety of 
taking the ship further north—yet he is an 
experienced and careful navigator, and 
a man not addicted to liquor, of which 
none remained on board at the time ol 
separation: and a sale and competent com­
mander. The Secretary gives details of 
measures taken by him to send the steamers 
Juniata and Tigress to the relief, if possible, 
of tbe Polaris and the remainder of her 
crew. The Tigress he proposed to purchase 
and strengthen for the service required in 
the search in the Arctic regions. Captain 
Tyson, Esquimaux Joe and all the rescued 
seamen will accompany the expedition, 
being anxious to rescue their comrades and 
bring out their old ship. The iollowing is 
the result of the investigation and exami­
nation of Captain Tyson, Frederick Meyer, 
Esquimaux Joe and others of the rescued 
crew:

At midnight on the third ol'September, 
1871, Captain Hall landed with a boat oa 
the east shore of Polaris bay, and in tbe 
name of God and the President of the 
United States, raised the American flag on 
the land he had discovered. On one occa­
sion, while beset in Robeson straits, the Po­
laris seemed to be in such danger, being 
crushed, that the provisions were placed on 
the ice, and measures taken to be in readi­
ness for leaving her. She happily escaped 
without injury. Immediately after securing 
his ship in winter quarters. Captain Hall 
made preparations for a sledge journey 
northward, anil the other work was com­
menced landing and setting up an observa­
tory, getting scientific observations under 
way, surveying the harbor, cleaning up the 
ship and making all snug for the winter. 
On the tenth of October Captain Hall left 
the Polaris, accompanied by Mr. Chester, 
first mate, and Esquimaux "Joe and Hans, 
with sledges anil fourteen dogs. Setting 
out on this expedition, the first step taken 
by Captain Hall fell upon land more north­
ern than a white man's foot ever before 
touched.

In the progress of the journey, unhap­
pily the last that Captain Hall was to make 
toward the pole, he discovered, as appears 
by his dispatch, a river, lake anil a large 
inlet, the latter in latitude 81° 37' north. 
He named this Newman's bay, calling the 
northern point Cape Brevoort and the 
southern one Sumner headland. At Cape 
Brevoort, in latitude 82J 2' north, longitude 
61° 20' west, he rested, making there his 
sixth snow encampment. On the twentieth 
of October he wrote his last dispatch to the 
Secretary of the Navy, the original draft 
of wnieh was found in his own handwrit­
ing and in his desk, on its examination in 
Washington after it was delivered to the 
Secretary of the Navy by Esquimaux Joe, 
who had kept the desk in his custody from 
the time it was picked up on the ice, after 
the separation of the rescued party from 
the ship.

A copy of this* dispatch, so singularly 
preserved, accompanies this report. Cup- 
tain Hall himsell described a transcript of 
it in a cairn on the side of a mountain at 
Cape Brevoort. Captain Hall, it appears, 
bail hoped, when he left the Polaris on this 
journey. |to advance northward at least 
one hundred miles, but after having gone 
about fifty he was compelled, by the condi­
tion of the shore and of the ice, and by the 
state of the climate, to return and await 
the approach of spring for another attempt. 
He reached the ship on the twenty-fourth 
of October, apparently in his usual fine 
health, but was attacked that evening with 
sickness of stomach, and vomiting, and 
taking to his bed, was found next day to 
be seriously ill. His most marked symp­
toms seem from the evidence to have been 
such as indicated congestion ot the brain, 
accompanied by delirium and partial para­
lysis of one side.

The witnesses all state that his attack 
was called apoplexy, anil some of them 
speak of their own knowledge of his paraly­
sis and delirium. He recovered some days 
after sufficiently to move about in the cabin 
a little, and to attend to business, but soon 
relapsed and became again delirious, and 
died November 8, 1871. Three days after 
he was buried on shore. From a personal 
examination of all the witnesses, and from 
their testimony as given, we reach the un­
animous opinion that the death of Captain 
Hall resulted naturally, from disease, with­
out faults on the part of any one. All the 

ersons examined testify to the uniform 
indness and care of Captain Hall, and to 

the good order and efficient condition of the 
Polaris, while under his command. On the 
death of Captain Hall, Buddington. as had 
been provided for in the instructions for 
the voyage, issued by the Secretary of 
tbe Navy, succeeded to the command of 
the Polaris. Tko winter was passed' 
as usual, in the Arctic region. Early 
in June, before the Polaris was released 
from the ice. Captain Buddington dis­
patched Mr. Chester and Captain Tyson 
with boats, to endeavor to get as far north 
as practicable. With much difficulty and 
delay they got as far north as Newman's 
bay. They here awaited a possible opening 
in tbe ice until the middle of July, when 
written orders from Captain Buddington 
directed their return to the ship. While 
they were away, and some time in June, 
the Polaris had broken out of her winter 
quarters, and had made several attempts to 
proceed northward to pick up the party 
with the boats, but the ice was found 
to be impassable, and Captain Budding­
ton, on receiving the party on board, 
determined to make the best of his way 
south* to the United States as soon as 
the ice would permit. They started south 
in August, 1872. and slowly made their way 
along the western shore until the next day. 
when the ship having got further in mid 
channel, she was beset by iee in latitude 
fabout) 8" 10" north, and was in dan­
ger of wreck l'or some hours, when she 
was freed again. i>n the sixteenth of 
August the ship was made fast to a large 
floe of ice, in latitude 80* 2' north anil 
longitude about 08-' west, and while still 
fast to this floe drifted south through 
Smith's sound nearly to Northumberland 
island. In pursuance of usual orders under 
similar circumstances a quantity of pro­
visions and some fuel had been placed on 
the deck of the steamer, in readiness to be 
removed to the ice should the safety ol the 
shiji become endangered, and it was ordered 
and understood that if a crisis should be­
come imminent, not only these stores, but 
clothing, papers, records, instruments.guns, 
ammunition, etc., should also be put upon 
the floe, in order to preserve the lives of the 
party and the result of the expedition 
-liould it become necessary to abandon the 
ship and take refuge on the ice. A canvass 
had also been erected on the floe lor shelter 
should the ship be lost.

On tbe night ot October 15. in about lati­
tude 72* off north, during a violent gale of 
wind and snow, the need for such prepara­
tion became apparent, as the ship was sud­
denly bpset by a tremendous pressure of 
ice. which was driven against her from the 
southward and forced under her, pressing 
her up and out of the water, and by suc­
cessive and violent shocks finally throwing 
her over on her beam ends. Captain Bud­
dington directed the provisions and stores— 
out in partial readiness, as before de­
scribed—to be thrown overboard, and or­
dered half She crew upon the ice to carry 
them upon a thicker part of the ham­
mocks. where they would be comparatively 
safe. He also sent all the Esquimaux 
with their vyacks out of the ship, 
and landed the remaining boats 
npon the flat. While so engaged, in 
the darkness of an Arctic night, in 
the midst of a tierce gale and driving 
snow storm, the hawsers of the Polaris 
failed to hold her. and she broke adrift 
from the floe, and in a few minutes was out 
of eight of the party who at that moment 
were busily at work on the ice. It is 
the uniform opinion of the witnesses, and

our unanimous opinion from 4bm testimony, 
and from the circumstances detailed, (hat 
the separation of the ship from the men, 
women and children upon the ice-floe was
purely accidental. Alter losing sight of the 

. ship some of the men and a large part of 
the provisions were found to be afloat on a
separate piece of ice. The men were res­
cued by menus of boats which had fortun­
ately been saved on the ice. and the party 
were thus collected on the main floe, and 
passed the night as well as could be ex­
pected. Next day they made several at­
tempts to reach land with the boats, but 
tailed, notwithstanding their most persist­
ent efforts, owing to the obstruction of the 
ice and a violent wind. While thus striv­
ing to get on shore, but at what particular 
time of the day lias not been exactly as­
certained. the Polaris came in sight to 
northward, apparently coming toward the 
floes under steam and sail.

An india-rubber blanket was hoisted in 
the air anil displayed from the top of a 
hammock, the colors were set, and other 
signals were made to attract the attention 
of the Polaris, and as she approached so 
near them that they plainly saw her down 
to her rail, and could distinguish her escape 
pipe, and kept on towards them until they 
supposed her to be not more than lour miles 
off . They felt sure she would force her way 
through the ice to their position, and that 
in a little while they would be again on 
board. In this they were disapointed. The 
Polaris altered her course and disappeared 
behind the shore. Some time afterward, as 
the floe drifted away, she was again seen by 
some men under the land with her sails 
furled and apparently at anchor, or made 
fast to the shore or the ice. It is most likely 
that the party on the ice was seen from the 
Polaris. Tbe hut erected on the floe, the 
ship’s boats, the colors, the elevated signal 
blanket and the group of nineteen persons 
standing in relief against a white back­
ground, could scarcely have remained un­
noticed. It was natural, under these cir- 
circumstances, that the party on 
the ice should have felt deeply 
disappointed at the failure of the ship to 
come to their relief, and should at the same 
time have ascribed it to overcaution, if not 
indifference, rather than inability on the 
part of her responsible commander. Neither 
is it unnatural that this feeling, fostered 
during the weary watches of their long 
winter upon the iee, should remain to affect, 
in a greater or less degree, their present 
judgment on the subject. But it must not 
be torgotten that they, like ourselves, were 
and are without full information of the 
actual condition of the Polaris at the time 
spoken of, and can not know how far the 
real dangers of their position were under­
stood and appreciated by those on board of 
her. Such information and knowledge are 
absolutely necessary to a correct judgment, 
and must not be assumed as a foundation 
of censure against persons acting under 
circumstances so trying and uncertain, who. 
by reason of their enforced absence, have 
no opportunity for explanation.

It seems that the actual condition of the 
Polaris was such as to impose upon her 
commander the dutv of getting her out 
with the lives and property which remained 
under his charge at once into a position of 
safety under shelter of Northumberland 
Island, at which place she was last seen by 
the party on the floe. If sueli was the state 
of case, it was the duty of Captain Bud­
dington, under such circumstances, to look 
to his vessel, particularly as he probably 
believed that the party on the ice could, by 
the aid ol two boats in their possession, 
find their way back to the Polaris quite as 
easily as he could force his way to them: 
but whatever may have been his opinion on 
this, the elements quickly determined the 
question.

Shortly after the Polaris had been sighted 
for the second time, a violent gale from the 
northeast sprung up. Tbe weather became 
thick, the ship and the land were lost eight 
of, and the ice-floe drifted away to the 
southward with these nineteen persons still 
upon it. In view of the circumstances de­
tailed, it is. therefore, our unanimous judg­
ment that this final separation from the 
ship was also accidental. The report next 
details the adventures of the party on the 
floe till rescued by the Tigress on tbe last 
day of April. 1873." At the time of their sepa­
ration from the Polaris every one belonging 
to the expedition was in good health. 
The Polaris had plenty of provisions, but 
not much coal—probably enough to last 
through the winter. She -was last seen 
apparently at anchor under Northumber­
land Island, where it is most likely she re­
mained for winter quarters. Dr. Hays' 
friends, the Esquimaux, are residing on 
that island, and the Esquimaux settlement 
at Navick is close by. Communication 
with these people could be easily opened 
and maintained, and no apprehension for 
the Polaris, or in the absenc e of accident or 
sickness, for those on board is entertained 
by any rescued persons. As to the ques­
tion whether a ship can make her way to 
the Danish settlement, at the upper Navick 
or Disco, without steam, if she gets free 
from ice this season, supposing her to be in 
as good condition when rescued as when 
the party was last on board, the witnesses 
differ in their judgment so far, but the 
opinion is that she will need assistance to 
bring her completely and safely out.

On board the Polaris are specimens of 
driftwood picked up on or near Newman's 
bay and Polaris bay, among which Myers 
thought he recognized distinctly the wal­
nut, the ash and tbe pine. Among the 
numeious facts that appear to be elicited 
on examination we may mention as One of 
much interest that the dip of the needle 
amounted to IV, and its deviation 96°, be­
ing less than at Faulke’s and Rennsellar’s 
harbor, as given by Dr. Kane and Dr. 
Hayes. The rise and fall of the tide were 
carefully observed, the average uemg about 
five and a half feet. The greatest depth of 
water noted about one hundred fathoms. 
The existence of a constant current south­
ward was noticed by the expedition, its 
rapidity varying with the season anil lo­
cality. ’ Tbe winter temperature was found 
to be much milder than was exnected, the 
minimum being 58c below zero in January, 
although March proved to be the coldest 
month. The prevailing winds were from 
the northeast, although there were occasion­
ally tempests from the southwest. High 
winds were noticed, however, from all 
points of the compass. Rain was occa­
sionally observed only on tbe laud, how­
ever. tbe precipitation presenting itsell over 
tbe ice in the form of snow.

During the summer the extent of lands 
and elevations were bare of snow and ice. 
excepting patches here and there in the 
shape ol' rocks. The soil during this period 
was covered with a more or less dense vege­
tation of moss, with which several Arctic 
plants were interspersed, some ot them of 
considerable beauiy. but entirely without 
scent. aDd many small willows, scarcely 
reaching the dignity of shrubs, and the 
rocks noticed were of a schistose or slate 
nature, and in some instances contained fos­
sil plants, specimens of which were col­
lected. Distinct evidences ot loruier gla­
ciers seen in localities, the indications 
consisting in terrennial and lateral mar- 
dines. Animal life was found to abound, 
musk oxen being shot at intervals through­
out the winter Geese, ducks and other 
water fowls, including plover and other 
wading birds, abounded during summer.

Although rbe species of land birds were 
comparatively few. no fish were seen, al­
though nets and fines were frequently 
called into plav in attempting to obtain 
them. The waters, however, were found to 
contain jellyfish and shrimps. Seals were 
very abundant. Numerous insects were 
observed, also, especially several species of 
butterflies, bees and insects of like charac­
ter. The geographical results of the Polaris 
expedition, so far as they can now be ascer­
tained from the testimony ol Messrs. Tyson, 
Myer and tlicir comrades, may he summed 
up briefly as follows:

The open Polar sea. laid down by Kane 
and Hays, is found to be in reality a sound 
of considerable extent, formed by a 
somewhat abrupt expansion of Kennedy 
channel Jo the northward, and broken 
by Lady Franklin s bay on the west, and 
on the east by a large inlet twenty miles 
wide at the opening, and certainly extend­
ing far inland. Its length was not ascer­
tained. Myer thinks it may be in fact a 
strait, extending till it oommnnicates with 
Francis Joseph's sound, ol the Germania 
and llanse expedition, and with it defining 
the northern limits of Greenland. This 
inlet was called Southern Fiord. North of 
it, in the same place, is an indentation of 
the shore, called Polaris bay by Captain 
Hall. The Polaris wintered at the northern 
point of this bay, named Lupten. Its 
southern point is yet without a name. 
From Cape Lupten the land bends to the 
nojtheael from jbe e&#t€ra chore t>f a new

channel from twenty-fire to thirty miles
wide, opening to the sound above ipentioned 
to which Captain-Hall, as has already been 
stated, gave the name of Robeson’s straits.

The western shore of these straits, north 
of Grinnels land, is also nameless. North­
east of Cape Lupton. in latitude 81° 31 is a 
deep inlet, which Captain Hall called New 
man’s bay, naming its northward poin* 
Cape Brevoort, anu its southern tdufl sum 
mer Headland. The bend of laDd continues 
to Repulse harbor, in latitude 87; 9 north. 
The highest northern position reached by 
land during this expedition was an eieva 
tion of 17U" feet at Kepuise harbor. On the 
eastern coast of Robeson's straits the land 
continues northeast to the end of these 
straits, and thence east and southeast, till 
lost m the distance, its vanishing point 
bearing south by east from the place of ob­
servation.

No other land was visible to the north­
east, but land was seen on the west coast 
extending north as far as the eye could 
reach, and apparently terminating on the 
headland of 81- north. The errors on the 
shore line of the west coast, as laid down 
by Dr. Hayes, and the eiTors m the shore 
line of Greenland, as' laid down by Dr. 
Kane, were observed and corrected. Of 
course, full scientific results of the Polans 
expedition can not be known until that ves­
sel shall have been found and brought back, 
with the treasures Bhe has gathered and the 
records and details of her Arctic explora­
tions, but enough is told hy the witnesses 
whom we have examined to excite expec­
tation and encou:age the hope of large and 
valuable additions to the domain of human 
knowledge.

The following is the text of Captain 
Hall’s dispatch, which is dated at Ssixtli 
Snowhouse Encampment, Cape Brevoort, 
north side entrance to Newman's bay, lati­
tude 82J 3 north, longitude ol- 2 west, 
October 20, 1871:
To the Uonorabie Secretary ol the Cniteil States 

Navy. George W. Robeson:
Myself and party, consisting of Mr. Ches­

ter, first mate, my Esquimaux Joe and 
Greenland, have left the ship in winter 
quarters, thank God. The harbor is in lati­
tude 81- 28' north, longitude Cl -14 ’ west of 
meridian. October 10. The journey is by 
two sledges drawn by fourteen dogs, to 
discover, if possible, a feasible route inland 
for my sledge journey next spring to reach 
the north pole, purposing to adopt such a 
route, if iound better than a route over old 
floes and hammocks, to a strait, which I 
have designated Robeson strait, after the 
honorable Secretary of the United States 
navy.

We arrived here the afternoon of October 
17, having discovered a lake and river; on 
our way along the latter our route was a 
most serpentine one, which led us on to this 
bay. fifteen minutes distance lrom here, 
southward and eastward. From the top of 
an iceberg near the mouth ot said river we 
could see that this bay, which I have named 
after Rev. Dr. Newman, extended to a 
highland eastward and southward of that 
position, about fifteen miles, making the 
extent of Newman's bay, from its headland 
or cape, full thirty miles. The south cape 
is a high, bold anil noble headland. I have 
named it Sumner headland, after Hon. 
Charles Sumner, orator and United States 
Senator, and the north cape, Cape Bre- 
voort. after J. Carson Brevoort, a friend to 
Arctic discoveries.

On arriving here we found the mouth of 
Newman's bay open, and in the water 
numerous seals bobbing up their heads, 
this open water making close to Sumner 
headland and Brevoort cape. The ice of 
UobeBon strait debarred al! chance of ex­
tending our journey up the straits. The 
land is mountainous, but will admit of our 
surveying further north, and as the time of 
our expected absence was understood to be 
two weeks, we commence our return to­
morrow. To-day we are storm-bound to 
this, our sixth encampment. From Cape 
Brevoort we can see the land extending on 
the west side of the strait to tbe north, 
twenty-two degrees west and distant about 
seventy miles, thus making the land we 
discovered as far as latitude 82' 5' north.

There is the appearance of land further 
north, and extending more easterly than 
that I have ;ust noticed, but a peculiar 
dark cloud that constantly hangs over 
what seems to be land prevents my making 
a full determination. On the thirty first of 
August the Polaris made her greatest 
northern latitude, 82J 29' north, but alter 
several attempts to get her further north 
she became beset, when we were drifted 
down to about 81 30', when an opening 
occurred westward of the pack, and made 
the harbor September 3, where the Polaris 
is. [A corner of the manuscript is here 
burned off] Up to the time I and mv 
party left the ship, all have been well, and 
continue with high hopes of accomplishing 
our great mission. \\ e find this a much 
warmer country than we expected.

From Cape Alexander the mountains on 
either side of Kennedy channel ami Robe­
son strait were lound entirely hare of snow, 
with the exception of a glacier that we 
saw. commencing in latitude 80- 30 north, 
on the east side of the strait, and extending 
in a northeasterly direction as tar as can be 
seen from the mountains by Polaris bay. 
YVo have found that the country abounds in 
seals, geese and ducks, musk cattle, rabbits, 
wolves, foxes, bears, partridges, etc. Our 
sailors have shot two seals in open water. 
While at this encampment our long Arctic 
night commenced. This dispatch to the 
Secretary of the Navy I finish at this mo­
ment at 8:23 in the evening, having written 
it in ink, in our snow hut, the thermometer 
outside minus 20J to 23— that is 20 minus 
to 23° minus Fahrenheit.

A copy of this dispatch was placed in a 
pillar at Brevort cape, October 21,1871.

T h e H ealth fu lness o f  Ltm«n*<
When people feel the need of an acid, if 

they would let vinegar alone and use lemons 
or apples, they would feel just as well sat­
isfied and receive no injury. A sugges-ion 
may not come amiss as to a good plan 
when lemons are cheap in the market. A 
person should then purchase several dozen 
at once, and prepare them for use in the 
warm, weak days of the spring and sum­
mer. when acids, especially citric and 
maltic, or the acid of lemons, are so grate­
ful and useful. Press your hand on the 
lemon and roll it back and forth briskly on 
the table to make it squeeze more easily: 
then press the juice into a bowl or tumbler, 
never into a tin; strain out all the seeds, as 
they give a bad taste; remove all the pulp 
from the peels and boil in water, a pint for 
a dozen pulps, to extract the acid. A few 
minutes boiling is 6nougb; then strain the 
water with the juice of the lemons, put a

Sound of white sugar to a pint of the juice, 
oil ten minutes, bottle it. and your lemon­

ade is ready. Put a teaspoonful or two of 
this lemon syrup in a glass ot water and 
have a cooling, healthful drink.

Here is the pretties? romantic «?ory that 
ever was told. In a wild solitude near St. 
Helena, California, fives an old man wrh a 
daughter, pretty and nineteen, who never 
Biw a young man until Father Prospero 
rook his Miranda fora holiday to San Fran­
cisco. For the first time she was prettily 
dressed, and what with silks and ribbons 
and gay sights, her dear little head was 
well nigh turned. But the most charming 
s ght id all to the damsel was that of the 
young men; and so much did they fasci- 
n ite her that she made several attempts to 
get away from her venerable papa, that she 
might cultivate the acquaintance of these 
miraculous Y ouths. The suspicious guar­
dian believed it quite time to fake the iuno- 
c' nt creature back to unsophisticated St. 
Helena: but while on the voyage to Val­
lejo he thought he would go to the bar for 
just one drink. Of course he stayed aud 
took several. There were, alas! two 
sprightly young men on that boat, and. 
not knowing any better, miss agreed to 
elope with both of them. She was discov­
ered by tbe old gentleman Just on the point 
of departing in a stroking car, was whirled 
out of that car in the liveliest way by the 
paternal hands, and is now safe once more 
in the desert ail alone with the unsatisfac­
tory old guardian.

A farmer and his wife called at a Detroit 
photograph gallery last week to order 
some photographs of her, and while the 
operator was getting ready the husband 
gave the wife a little adviee’as to how she 
must act: ’‘Fasten your mind on some 
thing,” he said, ‘‘or else yon will langh and 
spile the job. Think about early days, how 
your father got in jail, and yonr mother 
was an old soldier, and what yon’d have 
been if I hadn’t pitied you? Jest fasten your 
mind on that! ’* She didn't have any pho­
tograph taken.

“Old Prsbabiltttos.”
George Alfred Townsend, in a lateJetter 

to the Chicago Tribune, devotes an inter­
esting column to the mysteries of the signal
service bnreau, and to Colonel Albert J.
Myer, its chief:

Y'our attention is invited to my friend 
Probabilities. He is not a difficult person 
to know, for be opens his conversation in 
the usual wav. about tbe weather, aud ge-s 
on' that theme with difficulty. His amuse­
ments are simple, cultivating bulbs and 
tiying kites: and the roof of his house is 
covered with toys which excite the envy of 
all the neighboring boys. Hie home is an 
old iashioneil bouse, with a head put on it 
of Mansard, and rough-coated, and the back 
BtairsJead down into a yard where outhouses 
are strewn about full of good natured work­
men making maps. It is a queer place alto­
gether. YY'ires go over the neighboring 
houses, pouring into it; weather-vanes— 
some old-fashioned, some made of hollow; 
cups turned sidewise—swing and veer upon 
the roof. It looks like a watch factory. 
And yet it is close by the great office of the 
Secretary of YVar: to whom Probabilities 
must report himself three times a day; and 
as, in ancient times, commanders never 
went to battie without looking for si^ns. 
flying birds, or indications ol some kind, 
war again consists of watching the weather 
and seeing how Phoebus sets his cloudy bat- 
tallions.

The name of Probabilities, with the mys­
tery removed, is Albert J. Myer. He is an 
officer-like, cleanly-cut man. young and 
trim, with a fight complexion and a pair of 
intelligent eyes, and a sort of reasoning ad­
dress. His head is rather small than other­
wise. and the forehead inclined. He enter­
ed the army as a surgeon from the region 
of Buffalo. New York, in 1834, and was 
transferred to the line as 18G0 as major and 
chief signal officer. His present rank is 
Colonel in the regular army, and Brigadier 
General by brevet. He organized the sig­
nal corps oi the army, and, after the war, 
with rare expansiveness, adapted and ex­
tended the theory of signaling to civil uses, 
and projected a system of observation and- 
prognostication wliieh should serve the uses 
ol agriculture, navigation aud the comfort, 
of society.

The telegraph was to he the transmitter 
of simultaneous observations over the great 
area of the country, upon temperature, 
moisture, wind and clouds; and, by the 
known laws of meteorology, the effect of 
these influences could he computed with 
some degree of probability by the educated 
judgment of constant prognosticators at the 
central office. Thus the signal office—now 
called by the public the weather bureau- 
aims to produce the wisest and most pleas­
ing economy ever contributed by science, 
mechanics and government to a people. It 
addresses tbe picnic party and the fleet 
captain, the old woman drying clothes, and 
fhe General of expedition, the miller on the 
brook and the coaster on the Gulf. The pos­
sibilities of this office in the human econ­
omy are boundless; lor what we call the 
wpather is the invisible, but systematic 
government of the world, tbe chemistry 
and exhalation, the docility and the expres­
sion, the obedience and the act, of tbe 
globe. Man has gotten out ot the bed for 
thousands of years with one stocking and 
one suspender and damned the appearance 
of the morning. For the first time in the 
history of our species, he is Dot now re­
quired to look out of the window, and show 
the violence of his temper and the degree 
of his ignorance. He may lather Lis fai’e. 
and with that eye which has not been 
soaped, regard the bottom of the column in 
his morning newspaper, and exclaim, like a 
sovereign, that since the weather reports 
began, there has been no news.

Said I to General Myer:
"General, you should write over your 

door: ‘The YY’eatber Bureau: Prophets and 
priests desired it long, but died without the 
sight.’ ”

“Oh !” said the General, “the Bible is a 
great weather book. -Tho wind bloweth 
where it listetb, and tliou * - - eaut.t
not tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth;’ bnt we do. ‘YY’e look in the East 
and see that it is red,' and we get a newer 
deduction lrom that. Yes, the people and 
the press of the country have supported 
this bureau with an appreciation and a 
unanimity which have overridden the 
colder opinion of men professedly states­
men and savans. The usefulness will not 
i ease at the present mark; hut civilization, 
by the cable system, will, in a few years, 
mount guard over the firmament in every 
corner ol the earth, and anticipate the 
movements there before they are well com­
pounded. I want to get a few stations in 
that very important part of our hemisphere, 
the YY’est Indies.”

The interior of the signal office building 
discloses the newest fruits in the arts of 
photography, printing and instrument mak­
ing. The camera is employed to note the 
slightest gradations in barometric, thermo 
metrie, or anPiuometric movements; and, 
turned upou the clouds themselves, it is 
beginning to deal with then, as Lavater 
might have draw n his system of physiogno­
my. The establishment of the weather 
bureau lias sharpened the human wits 
in this direction, and eveTy week develops 
an improvement or a suggestion by 
which young certainty advances over old 
probability. There is a great glass ease 
of clouds in the office, formed of raw 
cotton drawn out in the form of stratus, 
cirrus, cumulus or nimbus; and this, with 
the delicate and involved instruments, and 
the daily prognostications, form the work 
of two or three YVest Pointers, who nightly 
write their lesson without consultation, and 
bring it up to compare with the weather 
regimen ol next day. As fascinating in 
pursuit as old astrology, and more gratify, 
ing in result, the science of meteorology, in 
this vast continental academy, must reach 
a development hitherto unknown; and, by 
tbe dispersion of stations over the country, 
each a mission in itself, the rising genera­
tion will be drawn to natural philosophy 
like the housewife to her Yankee clock.

Notable about the weather bureau is *)ie 
simplicity and civil straightforwardness oi 
*he apparatus and the corps. Tbe ins’n - 
mente dispatched to distant stations are 
the best, but of the plainest and most port­
able description: and the renowned maps, 
which make, when bound, a weather lrs- 
torv. are printed in colors by one die setter 
an a single adjustable steel plate.

Out of this office may arise the direct in­
terposition of man anil government in the 
management of the weather, which is the 
next srep beyond accurate prognostication. 
The influence of timber, bogs. etc., in modi­
fying efimat** is beginning to be understood 
by common people; but an organization like 
the signal office has the ability to play chess 
with the weather, and anticipate opera'ions 
beyond the horizon, dealing with whole de. 
grees of latitude aud longitude, fike squares 
on tbe board.

Noticeable, also, as a fortuity, perhaps a 
consequence of this establishment, is the 
rise of popular science as a social for'-e in 
all parts of the country. A prouder testi­
monial a scientific man has never received 
than Professor Tyndall from the American 
cities. The P'-jflnr S< tenet Monthly, edited 
by Dr. Ynumans, the indefatigable pioneer 
in that cause, is a successful publication, 
aud is attracting contributors like Herbert 
Spencer, Every year the number of our 
inland expli ring parties increases, and it is 
rumored that tne Darwinian theorv '■* 
greatly stiffened up by late paleontological 
discoveries in the Rocky mountains.

So, while politics and political morals are 
awry, and public men is the worst crop we 
produce, the American race in other walks 
is energetic and vigilant, and shows tie 
wisdom and efficacy of onr institutions. 
The modern age, of which we have been a 
great part, has done more for mankind 
than all its precursors. The ocean cabled, 
the coasts of the globe lighted, the weather 
simultaneously and ubiquitously regarded 
for universal economy, ail departments of 
labor organizirg to resist the sinister ad­
vances of monarchy in the form of rnoncr, 
slavery out of fashion, religious toleration 
almost wholly insured, and international 
obligations Christianized: have we lived in 
vain as a family of mankind ! And shall 
the pothou=e and the primary meeting fie 
Stealer than any of these victories i

An Irishwoman, who had kept a little 
grocery, was brought to her-deathbed, and 
was on the point of breathing her last, when 
she called her husband to her bedside 
“Jemmy,” she faintly said, “ there is Misses 
Maloney, she owes me six shillings.” “Oeb!” 
exclaimed her husband. “Biddy, darlint, 
ye’re sensible to the laet.” “Yis, dear, and 
there's Misses McCraw, I owe her a dollar.” 
“Uhj bejabers, an' ye're as foolish as j u t !”

O F F I C I A L .

L aw s o f  the United S ta le s  Passed  nt the
Third Kession o f  the F orty-*eco iid
Loner e ss . •

{General Nature—No. 107.]
An ac t to provide lor the sale oi lands ot 

the United States containifig coal.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States ot 
America in Congress assembled, That any 
person above the age of iwenty-one years, 
who is a citizen of the United States, or 
who lias declared his intention to become 
such, or any association of persons sever­
ally qualified as above, shall, upou applica­
tion to the register of the proper land office, 
have the right »o enter, by legal subdi­
visions, anv quantity of vacant coal lands 
of tbe United States not otherwise appro­
priated or reserved l»y competent autboi.ty, 
not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres 
to such individual person, or three hundred 
and twenty acres to such association, upon 
payment to the receiver of not less than 
ten dollars per acre for such lands, where 
the same shall be situated more than fil’een 
miles from any completed railroad, and not 
less than twenty dollars per acre for °r. 1» 
lands as shall be within fifteen miies ot 
such road. . .

Sec. 2. That any person or association 
of persons severally qualified as above, who 
have opened ami improved, or shad here­
after open and improve, any coal mine or 
mines upon the public lands, and shad be in 
actual possession of tbe same, shall be en­
titled to a preference right of entry, under 
the foregoing provisions, of the mmes so 
opened aud improved; provided, that w hen 
any association of not less than four per­
sons, severally qualified as in section one 
of this act, shall have expended not ii ss
than five thousand dollars in working anil
improving, any such mine or mines, such 
association may enter not exceeding six 
hundred and forty acres, incluil.ng such 
mining improvements.

Sec. 3. That all claims under section two 
ot this act mnsEdte presented to the register 
of the proper laml district within six’y davs 
after the date of actual possession and the 
commencement of improvements on the 
land, by the filiDg ot a declaratory state­
ment therefor; provided, that when tbe 
township plat is not on file at tbe date ot 
such improvement, tiling must be made 
w.thin sixty days from the receipt oi such 
plat at the district office; and provided fur­
ther, that where the improvements shall 
have been made prior to the expiration ot 
three months from the passage oi this ai t, 
sixty days from the expiration of said thn o 
months shall be allowed for the filing oi a

date hereof.
Sec. 4. That this act shall be held to 

authorize only one entry by tbe same p< r- 
son nr association ot persons under i*s 
provisions; and do association ol persons 
anv member of which shall have Taken tlio 
benefit of this act either as an individual or 
as a member of any other association, shall 
enter or hold any other lands under the 
provisions of this act: and no member m 
any association which shall have taken 'ho 
benefit of this act shall enter or hold any 
other lands under its provisions: anil ail 
persons claiming under section two here >t 
shall be required to prove their respective 
rights and pay for the lands filed upon 
within one year from the time prescribed 
for filing their respective claims; and upon 
failure to file the proper notice, or to_ pay 
ior the land within the required period, the 
same shall be subject to entry by any other 
qualified applicant.

Sec. 5. That in case of conflicting cla'ms 
upon lands where the improvements sba l 
be hereafter commenced, priotity of poesi-e.. 
eion anil improvement, followed by proper 
tiling and continued good faith, shall de­
termine the preference right to purchase. 
And also where improvements have already 
been made at the date of the passage of 
this act, division of the land claim 
may be made by legal subdivisions, 
to include, as near as may be, - lio 
valuable improvements of the respective 
parties: and Commissioner of the General 
Land Office shall be anil is hereby author­
ized to issue all needful rules ami regula­
tions for carrying into effect the provisions 
of this act.

Sec. 6. That nothing in tlijs art shall be 
construed to destroy or impHir any r:gbts 
which may have attached prior *o :*« pc.us­
age. or to authorize the sale of lands valu­
able for mines of gold, silver or copper.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 108.1 
An act for the relief of Howard F. M 'flat.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives of tbe United S'ates ot 
America in Congress assembled. That t ie  
President of the United States be and b" is 
hereby authorized to nominate, and by ami 
with the advice and consent, of the Senate 
to appoint, upon the retired list ol the navy, 
with the rank of master, Howard F. Mof­
fat, now a volunteer officer on tLo active 
list of the navy.

Approved .March 3, 1873.

[G eneral Nature—No. 109 |
At* act to extend the time for filing claim* 

for additional bounty under the m-» ol 
July twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hot:** 

of Representatives of the United States >1 
America in Congress assembled. That *h« 
time for filing claims for additional bounty, 
under the act of July twenty-eighth, eight­
een hundred and sixty-six. and which 
expired by limitation January -hirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, be, 
and the same is hereby revived and ex­
tended until the thirtieth day of Januaiv, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four; arid 
that all claims for such bounties tiieii in the 
proper department after tbe tb:rtk-tb day 
of January, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three, and before the passage of this a t, 
shall be deemed to have been flffid in irie 
time, and shall be considered ai d ib ."filed 
without filing.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. n o .]
An act to authorize and direct the Sccro. 

tary of YVar to distribute arms and m ili­
tary equipments under tbe act of Apid 
twenty-three, eighteen hundred and eight, 
and the acts amendatory thereof.
Be it amended by the .Senate am! House 

or Representatives of the United Stalls m 
America in Congress assembled, TLa* -' a 
Secretary of YY’ar be. and he is hereby, i.u- 
Uiorized and directed to distriouu, tosncR 
States as did not, from the vein- eighteen 
bundled anil sixty-two to the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-nine, receive the -aim*, 
tlicir proper quota of arms atul mli.'uty 
equipments for each year, from eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two to eighteen hundred 
and sixty-nine, under the act m Congre-a 
approved April twenty-thiril, eighteen hun­
dred and eight, and the several acts amend- 
atory thereof; provided, that in the orgamz- 
ation and equipment of military compel i « 
and organizations with said arms, no s. 

icrimination shall be made between said 
companies and organizations on accoun* . t 
race, coior or former condition «i e u .s  
tude.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 111.]
An act authorizing joint entrv bv ( ro- 

emption settlers, and for other pur,
Be it enacted bv the Senate and House oi 

Representatives of the United States ot 
America in Congress assembled. That when 
settlements have been made upon agricul­
tural public lands ot the United .S'ates, 
prior to the survey thereof, and it has :e e» 
or shall be ascertained, after the p i* sur­
veys have been extended over such land*, 
that two or more settlers have itupiove- 
inents upon the tamo legal subdivision, & 
shall be lawful for such settlers *o u .-k* 
joint entry of their lands at the local lanl 
office, or lor either of said settler* to in*. * 
.nto contract with his co-settlers to convey 
to them their portion ol said land ait' r » 
patent is issued to him, and. after rnak’-v  
said contract, to file a declaratory at 
ment in Rig own name, and prove m> ami 
pay for said land, and proof of joint V ■ 
pation by himself ami others, and of *•. T 
contract with them made, shall be equiva­
lent to proot of sole occupation and pre­
emption by the applicant; provided, that a 
no case shall the amount patented u n d er  
this act exceed one hundred aul sixty 
acre*, nor shall this act anplv to lands not 
subo-ct to homestead or pre-emption entry.

Keg. 2. That effect shall be given to tfi'S 
act by regulations to he prescribed bv the • 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

A^rqve^ Margil 3< 1873,


