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UNIFICATION.

MEETING AT EXPOSITION HALL

T H E  M A N IF E S T O  R A T IF IE D

Speet!i#s of I .  N. Marks, T . T. 
Allain, J. Davidson HHI, J. 

Henri Bn rok and 
James Lewis.

Exposition Hall was Filed last evening a* 
tbe mass meeting ol the new unification 
party, with an audience composed of ail 
parties aud grades of society.

Tlie beautiful room was not specially de
corated for tbe occasion boyond tbe drapery 
• f  two flags on the orchestra gallery, above 
tbe platform, between which was a banner 
bearing the mottoes “Equal lights, one 
flag, one country, one people."’ The band 
played on the gallery in front of the build
ing for some tins'*, which attracted large 
bumb *rs to the meeting.

At about eight o’clock Mr. J. D. Hill ad
vanced to the front of the platform ncd 
•aid: Fellow citizens, I take great pleasure- 
in calling this meeting to order, and in pro
posing for permanent chairman Mr. I. N 
Marks.

On putting the question. Mr. Marks tree 
Unanimously elected.

Mr. Hill then proposed a list of vice presi
dents and secretaries, which was uuan.- 
Biously accepted:

VICE PRESIDENTS.
J . Graham. Alex. Dimitry,
Percy Roberts, Kosemond de Armas.
E. Boyd, Ben Harrison,
G. W. R. Bailey, Charles Aubert,
Ilr. W. H Holcombe, Joseph Abelard,
Louis Schneider, J  M. Latfray,
•lames II. Wingfield, M. C. Dunn,
L. H. Joseph, GarflaneCasnave,
Dr. Alpuente, V. i'Herisse,
Dr. Armand Mcrcier, Jules Lunabere,

Joseph Mansion, 
Bernard Saulay, 
Felix Labatut,
E. A. Larricu. 
Guillaume Lubin, 
Carl Kohn,
Am. Fortier,
H. H. Larose, 
James Rea,
Jules Aldige, 
Henri Porcheros, 
B Khiel,
Victor Meyer, 
Louis Nurle,
Dr. J. G. Hava, 
Antoine Garcia,

C. T. Buddecke,
Joseph Sardas,
Captain Vilvert,
Alexander Hill,
G. P. Blancand,
II. T. Twichell,
Aug. Bohn,
J A. Jorda,
P. A. Itozier,
C'. E. Fenner,
Francois Guedyan,
N Picotte,
Jules Tuyes,
Ramuc.l ileuderson,
A. L. V'oung,
J. B. Glaudin,
liev. C. H. Thompson, T. A. Clarke,
Albert Baldwin, Samuel Bell,
C. Cavaroe, H. ,J. Leovv,
L. F. Generes, M R. Fernandez,
J. M. Cressy, Philip Pi.jean,
P. Maspcro, W. II. Pemberton,

secretaries.
Jules Bejean, Jr., E. Lcngpre,

E. Gauthier.
After the applause had died away, Mr, 

Marks said:
Fellow-citizens—I am deeply impressed 

With the solemnity ot this occasion. We. 
are assembled together for the purpose of 
endeavoring to reconcile the dillerences 
and divisions which have so long existed 
among the people of Louisiana. 1 desire 
to impress every man within the sound of 
iny voice with the solemn feeling that til.s 
my bosom to-night. This is no ordinarv 
occasion. No politicaWathering. No out
pouring of approval or a political party. 
Jio work of political power or political fear.

The question to-night presented for the 
determination of the people of Louisiana is. 
to come together to accomplish means to 
•xtricato our beloved State from the perils 
whit h surround it. We come to lay on the 
altar of our country all prejudices of the 
past. To recognize all citizens of the 
United States as equals before the law. 
We come together to-night, to unanimous
ly ratify the manifesto sent forth fiom the 
committee of one hundred citizens of Louis
iana, which i trust has inaugurated a Dew 
era, not only in our own State, but 
throughout the length and breadth of cur 
land.

The speaker then read the manifesto, as 
•1 ready published.

Fellow-citizens, yon will perceive that 
tlieso declarations" are specifically named. 
They are set forth in plain, fair, explicit 
language. There is nothing concealed. 
They mean just what they say, and we be
lieve that, until these resolutions are car
ried into effect, there will be neither peace 
nor prosperity in Louisiana. 1 stand here 
to-night tis 1 ilid fifteen months ago, a bold 
and unflinching advocate of this manifesto 
as the only means we have ol rescuing our 
State. We shall present nothing to you 
to-night that you are not aware of or ought 
not to be aware of.

Mr. Marks then reviewed the several ar
ticles of the manifesto and compared their 
•cope with the various articles of the cou- 
•titutions of Louisiana and the United 
States, showing that they were in entire ac
cordance with the law.

Mr. Paul Granziu made some remark to 
the speaker showing an antipathy to the 
resolution on schools.

Mr. Marks requested the gentleman to 
take his seat, and said if the sentiments the 
meeting had been held to approve did not 
•uit. there was nothing to prevent him from 
leaving. We have called a meeting of those 
who approve of these resolutions, and those 
who dissent should at least give respectful 
»ud silent attention.

Mr. Marks then concluded: It is a matter 
#1 the most utter astouishment to mo Low 
«iur whole people can hesitate to come for
ward and support this great movement. 
We have cither got to continue for long 
years to come to live under the present 
form of government, or come together and 
work together for tho redemption of the 
State.

After the hand had played Mr. Marks 
announced that a list of orators had been 
prepared, and that Hon. William M. Ran
dolph would be the first speaker. Mr. Ran
dolph not being present, Hon. T. T. All.cu 
was called on.

Mr. Allain said io the conclusion ot an 
eloquent address:

I am a native of the soil of Louisiana, 
and sufficiently acquainted with the politi
cal history ot our State to indorse the state
ment that there is now an unnatural divi- 
•iou among her guardians—the children of 
her soil anil her adoption. The resolutions 
which have been read will heal those divi
sions. That portion advocating ownership 
in tbe soil is an admirable point. When a 
man becomes a landowner he becomes con- 
•ervative in Li3 political opinions. For two 
centuries tlie colored j ■•ople have adminis
tered io all the waits of the whites, 
'they have been their domestic ser
vants: they have labored to raise accu
mulated wealth for their masters. When 
•n overwhelming array of Northern sol
diers flooded the South, who was it that 
raised supplies lor the Confederate armies, 
bnd who were the trusted protectors of the 
maids, wives and widows whose nearest 
bnd dearest relations were doing yeoman’s 
duty on the field of battle ? Was it not the 
colored man whose claims upon your grati
tude we are now discussing ’ This is the 
dawn of a brighter day. I believe we shall 
teach the creed of the Writer of the declara
tion of independence — “Equal and exact 
justice to all tupd." Thanks, thrice thanks, 
that I, who was born a slave in West Baton 
Rouge. can appear in this city, and in this 
plaoe, before this assemblage of Southern 
gentlemen in the honorable and dignified 
character of an American citizen.

Mr. Bfkrks then announced that Colonel 
J . D. Hill would be the uext to address the 
audience, and would read the resolutions.

Colonel* Hill said: Fellow-citizens of
Louisiana, I have bees called upon in tbe

absence of Mr. Randolph to read these reso 
lutions, and, by the way. Mr. Randolph 
bade me express bis deep regrets that the 
severe illness under which he is guttering 
enforces his absence. Before proceeding to 
read the resolutions 1 will make one re
mark on the practical situation in Louisi
ana at this hour. Nothing is more dcstruc- 
:.ve in any camp than two followings at 
war with each other. They are the prey of 
any force which may venture to assaii 
-hem. in other words, there must be he 
.ween those who defend the same cause an 
ndercurrent of sympathy. The sympathy 

between the two races which inhabit our 
si :1 must be enUivated to its fullest extent. 
We are nearly three quarters of a 
million nearly equally divided. W hat 
we desire is a sympathy between black and 
wh fe tor a common purpose ami lor the 
material interests of our State. I indorse 
*h,s movement because I can see no other 
mortal plan to extricate ourselves from the 
terrible evils that surround us. 1 believe 
"i.:s movement will he the redemption of 
rnv State.

Colonel Ilill then read the following reso
lutions:

Resolved, That the pream > and resolu
tions adopted by the Committee of One 
Hundred meet with the approbation ol this 
mass meeting.

Resolved, That we, the people of Louis
iana. white and colored, assembled in mass 
meeting, pledge ourselves, so goon as tbe 
existing opposition to the enjoyment of the 
civil, political and public rights of all citi
zens. irrespective of color, shall have ceased, 
to unite all our influence and energies and 
co-opt rate in a common movement to te- 
dut e taxation to a rate conformable to the 
resources of the country; to investigate and 
correct the public debt; to suppress un
necessary offices: to diminish the high sala
ries and exorbitant emoluments attached to 
public office, and to seeure in Louisiana as 
so u as possible the establishment of an 
i.ouest, economic and patriotic government.

Reno!ftd, That the president be authoriz
ed to appoint an executive committee of 
thirty to advocate, maintain and develop 
throughout this State the principles lrerein- 
before set forth; and to convene the peo- 
p.e and take other measures for the pur
poses of the hereinbefore recited resolutions.

Mr. Marks then asked what was tbe. 
pleasure of the meeting, and cn motion the 
resolutions were adopted.

Mr. Marks then called on Hon. J. Henri 
B irch’. Senator from Baton Rouge, who 
said:

M r President and Fellow-citizens—When 
sta: thug aDd peculiar innovations upon the 
settled customs and usages of a people are 
proposed, I conceive it to be the duty of 
those directly interested To inquire into, 
first, the motives which have actuated the 
movers of the new measures, and secondly, 
tue benefits to all which will inevitab.y at
tend its practical operations.

In my remarks 1 shall make an humble 
efiort to picture to the whites of Louisiana 
the great and lasting benefits which must 
crtainly accrue to this State should the 

intents and purposes for which this meet
ing is convened he carried out fully, fairly 
and justly.

Ir telligence, wealth and influence speak 
louder, clearer and more fully than I can, 
;.n<i furnish better arguments in favor of 
the wuite man of America than I can.

You are the descendants of a race of men 
to whose intelligence, industry aud physical 
strength the modern age is indebted for 
nearly everything which makes life desir
able.

Civilization, arf, science and literature 
have been fostered, preserved and brought 
to a great perfection by this race, and in 
every country there are erected, along the 
pathway of time’s history, grand and im
perishable monuments of their prowess and 
greatness. Barbarism, heathenism, inhu
manity and barrenness have gone down 
before the onward march of the Caucasian. 
Toe forest has di^tppeared and the plain 
become a city, tlie barren soil has been 
made to yield a productive crop, and the 
savage being and savage brnte have been 
driven beyond your path. All this, and 
more, are in tlie catalogue of the great 
benefits which have come to the Caucasian 
at an early period of his existence. Only 
one nurighteous blot dimmed the lustre of 
their greatness, and that was slavery. But 
country after country wiped the foul blot 
irom tiieir escutcheons, and America fol
lowed their blessed examples, and to-day 
the sun does not rise nor set upon a single 
slave in all her wide domain. •

But, sirs, with all their present great
ness, there is, in the time of the history of 
the Caucasian raeeAn epoch that was not 
so grand. There was a time in their history 
when They, too, were slaves, as ignorant, 
degraded and bereft of human sympathy 
as was the poor African. They, too, formed 
an article of export for the Roman market, 
and in the slave market of Rome there 
could be found, a few centuries ago, the 
original Briton, taken from his native soil 
and sold as a slave in the Roman market.
It seems to me, Mr. President, that some 
Roman senator, pointing to the ancient 
Briton—like some of our American senators 
who have stood up in the American Senate, 
and pointed to the slaves of America, de
clared that they would never be advanced 
by emancipation—could with great conti
nence have declared from his scat in the 
forum, that the ancient Britons, as slaves, 
were a race of people “destined never to 
rise above the level of brutes, would never 
be able to provide for themselves nor their 
families, and so merged in barbarity and 
ignorance that the effulgent light of liberty 
could never light up the Egyptian dark
ness of their pathway.”

Time would have proved the utter falsity 
of such an argument, and the present proud 
positions of the Europeans and American 
people, descendants of the ancient Britons, 
demonstrates tho utter absurdity of such 
arguments.

But. Mr. President and fellow citizens, 
nty purpose is nol to sing the praises of the 
Caucasian, but, if possible, to speak for the 
race of people with whom I am identified.

We aro the descendants of another race.
1 shall leave it to the studept of history to 
read whether or not this race ever occupied 
the proud and honorable position now occu
pied by the Caucasian.

My remarks will concern that race, of the 
present time, and under present circum
stances. I shall ask your indulgence whilst 
1 speak of him briefly, in his present condi
tion.

From a mere chattel and slave, the 
colored than has moved forward to the 
mote responsible and dignified position of 
an American citizen. The nation that has 
thus advanced him has moved forward 
with no uncertain or hesitating step, but 
has. with wonderful rapidity, advanced in 
the career of progress. So rapidly has this 
nation moved, that it is hardly realized, 
how much has been achieved for freedom, 
improvement and humanity.

The hitherto oppressed colored man has 
not been allowed the natural steps of ad
vancement; he was not allowed to creep 
first, and walk afterwards, but, by the 
emergencies of the times, he was ushered 
suddenly from the degrading effects of 
bondage to assume the responsibilities of 
manhood and citizenship.

This was un slight, undertaking. When 
Mr. Lincoln first, issued the linmortat pro
clamation of emancipation, not only the 
entire Democratic party decreed its utter 
failure imt thousands of true and ardent 
Republicans folded their arms, stood still, 
&ii<i refused to follow in the path marked 
out by their great chief. And what was 
their "argument?

Why, thev said, pointing to the slaves 
who were to be set free, “there is a race of 
peotde who were born to be nothing but 
slaves: never destined to rise above the 
level of the brute creation; that they wore 
ignorant, filthv and lazy: and that they 
should bo kept under the civilization, 
Christianity and supervision of—slavery; 
that it freed, he would become a helpless 
burden to the commnuity in which he lived, 
and unable to take care of himself and 
family.” These were among the tew un
true arguments used by the Americas peo
ple in part when President Lincoln first 
pronounced for the emancipation of Ameri
can slaves. But thanks to an Almighty

God ar,d the true, steadfast friends of lib
erty, humanity and justice, the colored man 
has been advanced to a moving, living 
mciiber of the body politic.

Congress found this mass of people in the 
South who needed something for lii'ir de
fense. Believing that, as a subject, the ne
gro would yield his allegiance to his gov 
ernment. in proportion as rba* government 
a or l. d bi n t rot etior, it sa d ’ 0 then : 

••President Lincoln Las emancipated you. 
and you arc no longer slaves. We w 
clothe you with the ballot: we will confer 
upon you the exalted prerogative of citizen
ship. You have done your duty in the 
struggle just finished: you have been loyal 
to your country; you have fought and 
prayed for it, and your future hopes are, 
bound up in the Union. Now, we will give 
you *Le means of protecting yourselves, 
and (if assisting in governing the country.” 

Clothed with full political equality, which 
is conceded by all parties and: classes alike, 
he now stands, asking lor an aeknowledg 
inent of those civil rights guaranteed to 
him hy the constitution and organic laws of 
his Sfate; and this. Mr. President, brings 
me io one of the divisions of my subject.

1 remarked in the opening part of my 
speech that it was our duty to inquire fir 
into the motives which have actuated the 
movers in this, what I may term, new cie 
parture, from the usages and customs of 
this State. I need not refer you to the 
resolutions adopted at the meeting of the 
committee of white and colored men of this 
State aud city, on the evening of the seven 
teenth of June.

By them we observe a novel and startling 
innovation on the usages and customs of 
Louisiana. The question naturally arises, 
what are the motives which have induced 
the leading representatives of the white 
men of this State to come boldly forth and 
adopt the extended and unmistakable lan
guage of these resolutions ?

Cromwell said to his painter, “ Paint me 
as I am. It you leave out one sc-ar or wrin
kle I will not pay you a shilling.” Now, 
fellow-citizens, I think it best that we 
should paint this picture just as it is. I do 
not desire to go over the scars and wrin
kles for the purpose of making them bleed 
afresh, or appear hideous, but oulv.to pre
sent the picture in all of its different phases. 
Let us. therefore, for a brief period, refer 
to the past history of Louisiana.

It appears almost impossible from nat
ural causes, to convey to one not a citizen 
of this State a correct idea of the condition 
of your society, your customs, your tradi
tions and usages, especially in reference to 
the white and colored iace. Generations 
schooled in the poisons of slavery predomi
nated in the very fountain of your beings, 
and caused you to exercise an unjust and 
unreasonable prejudice against a wronged, 
unprotected, unoffending, and by you, a 
hated race.

Years of strife against the Abolition party 
and its increasing strength intensified this 
prejudice against us, and it received a 
quickening impetus by the great internecine 
struggle, through which the nation lias 
passed.

This great struggle culminated in the 
overthrow of slavery and the securing to 
this wronged and hated race his political 
rights, through and by the legislative en
actments of our national Congress.

Need I say here what great party achieved 
these unparelleled triumphs ? 1 think it
needless: but a great party had struggled, 
and struggled successfully, with unreason
ing prejudice and passion, and the 
consequence is that a race of bonds
men have been elevated to the proud 
position of American citizens. Their 
bonds have been broken and their fetters 
destroyed, and from the degradation of 
chattels they have passed to the lofty level 
of manhood" and American citizenship.

Nearly 5,000,000 slaves have been made 
free, and to-day they stand forth redeemed, 
regenerated and disenthralled. It is in
deed a theme of gratification and glorifica
tion to know that so much has been accom
plished for impartial liberty and equal 
rights: but there is yet, and has been, ever 
since our recognition as citizens, an opposi
tion to our civil rights.

Not alone is the Democratic party respon
sible for the slowness of their recognition 
of this essential privilege, but, sirs, the 
great party whose Doast and glory it is that 
it broke the fetters of American slaves and 
ushered them inside the living circle of 
manhood and citizenship, and made the 
American nation a free one indeed, has not 
been, and is not to-day, wholly free from 
the cruel and wicked prejudice engendered 
and fostered year# ago by the enslavement 
of the negro.

No, sirs, there has been, and there is now, 
a small portion of the Republican party 
who have doubted, hesitated and even fal
tered, and not only shunned these measures, 
but have actuallyjoined their political ene
mies in their wicked attempt to defeat the 
passage ol civil rights measures. It has 
taken, and it will continue to take time, 
education and necessity, to educate all Re
publicans up to the high moral standard of 
right, before we will find even them willing 
to unconditionally recognize the civil rights 
of colored men.

If this is true of that party whotave done 
for us all enumerated above, is it to be 
wondered at that those who combatted this 
party from first to last, and on this very ac
count. should be found refusing to acknowl
edge our civil rights ? Is it to be woudered 
at that the Southerners, who from the very 
foundations af his being, as I before re
marked, were filled with unreasoning pre
judice and wicked hate against us. have 
still put forth all their great powers to ren
der inoperative the laws passed for the bpn- 
fit of his former slates ! No. The greater 
wonder is that to day he is found in his na
tive State, standing side by side with his 
former slaves, extending to them his hand, 
and saying : "Let bygones be bygones. For 
us is the future. Henceforth, hand in hand, 
we go together in the race of life. We. as 
white men, cast to the ground the 
prejudices of our forefathers, and of 
oursvlves. Recognizing in your de
liverance the inscrutable disposition of 
Almighty God, and the irrevocable decree 
of destiuy, we will no longer throw obstacles 
in vour pathway, but, by our influence, aid 
anti countenance help to light up your fu
ture pathway, which has hitherto been so 
dark. Even "as the fetters of slavery have 
been stricken from your limbs and dashed 
to the ground, so have the fetters of prejudice 
and hate been torn from our minds and 
dashed to the winds, to be known no more 
forever.”

Instead of shrinking from your bounden 
duty, you would approach it hopeful of suc
cess. "instead of wantonly suppressing the 
dictates of an unquieted conscience you 
would manfully accept the issue, and cher
ishing sound convictions, based on justice, 
humanity and truth, appeal to the hearts, 
minds and consciences of your people, to 
rise above the unreasonable prejudice of the 
past, and to do unto us what you would 
have us do unto you.

And now, secondly, what would be the 
effect of such an action on your part? Why, 
sirs, this vexed question would be easily 
solved. It would lead to a tail and uncon
ditional recognition of the civil rights of 
the colored man as a member of the great 
human family and as a part of the body 
politic.

In acknowledgment of their just claims 
for services rendered in days gone by, and 
a full reparation for injuries done them 
heretofore, and according to them full and 
entire equality ot human rights, with no 
discriminating laws or proscriptive actions 
on account of their color, then would your 
State and her people take courage, slowly, 
possiblv almost imperceptibly, and by de
grees she would emerge from her troubles 
and adversities, and, under the guidance of 
her best citizens—white, colored, native or 
by adoption—of ability, honesty and moral 
worth, she would arouse from her lethargy, 
and, under the fostering care of all whose 
interests are alike, present a picture of 
contentment, unity, happiness and prosper
ity. When, and only when you will do 
this, the people of this State will have a 
claim upon her colored citizens.

Having performed your whole duty in 
yielding your influence and protection to 
them, you can then consistently demand 
their allegiance. Remove every cause of

our complaints against you and destroy 
every pretext of policy or evasion first pro
tect." and after secure allegiance. You have 
used the crushing process, tow try a con
ciliating one.

But. gentlemen of Louisiana, you mast 
not expect to accomplish all this without 
trials and troubles. You will find men who 
will Leap obloquy upon thuse white men 
who have initiated this “beginning of the 
end ” Thev will be stigmatized as losing 
all love and homage for their ancient eus 
toms and usages of ante-bellum t.mes. ami 
as being lost to all honor, integrity and de
votion for the Lost Cause; that they have 
sunk so jow as to be compelled to seek the 
level of the negro, and a hundred other 
such sensational, unnatural charges: but 

*meet them with determination and firm
ness. Tell these croakers that in surrender
ing your prejudices and recognizing the 
civil "right s of the colored mac. you only 
yield to Litn as a freeman of the United 
States, that to which he is entitled as such.

A«k Lila who would upbraid you, what 
has the negro done? They have committed 
no sin: you cannot *ay that they deserve 
punishment for sins never committed.

We, the colored people, are. I repea 
guilty of no crime. You, the white people 
of this State, if you hail taken the proper 
course, would have easily acquired ‘he con
fidence of the colored people, andgyou 
would have had the government in your 
own hands, and the Northern man who 
would have been placed in office, would 
have been placed there because ol his moral 
worth and not as he has been from neces
sity. But to the contrary, your course was 
such as to satisfy the colored man that he 
could not trust you and he firmly believed, 
of his own accord, that the moment you 
came into power you would deprive him ol 
hie civil and political rights. You by your 
own action forfeited entirely the confidence 
of tbe colored people of this State.

Your exclusion irom office, and from par
ticipating in the government of her affairs, 
was the result of your own conduct anil 
your hostility to the advancement of the 
colored man. Then it is you who have 
heretofore held aloof from "him, and not 
him from you. I rejoice that an era has 
dawned upon us when a few patriotic white 
citizens have resolved to break over the 
fetters of prejudice which have so long
cramped erery free movement and estranged
the people ol vour State.

W1 >en the cipponenfs of progression ask 
you why you have taken this step, tell them 
that on account of your great prejudice 
against the colored people, and your down
right refusal to act for and with them, 
that your State has become heavily 
burdened with debt, her credit im
paired, her commerce dwindling down 
to almost nothing, and her lands al
most worn out by the war. Education is 
leaving her seat, and your children are 
growing up in ignorance. Religion is 
threatened, and her altars are in danger of 
being deserted; and while we bug to our 
bosoms these unnatural and wicked preju
dices, justice is hindered in her high privi
leges, and the law of the strongest will be
come the law of the land; and rather than 
see your beloved State go down to destruc
tion you prefer to surrender your preju
dices. and that, come weal or woe. having 
stood upon the banks of the Rubicon anil 
lunged in, you are determined not to un- 
ertake a retreat.
Tbe colored people are keenly alive to the 

obstacles besetting your pathway leading 
from your old beaten tracks of "prejudice 
and injustice, and deeply and heartily will 
they sympathize with you in ail that you 
may be elected to undergo.

T hey may not be able to help yon in your 
determined efforts to overcome these deep- 
rooted hereditary prejudices, the common 
enemy of us all." Imt, like the helpless pil
grims of old. who, when “Christian” en
gaged in deadly combat with the “dragon,” 
prayed to God to give him the battle, so 
will the colored people of this State stand 
by you in your honest efforts to overthrow 
the dragon of prejudice, and sincerely will 
they pray that God will vouchsafe to give 
you a victory.

Year alter year Lave we waited and 
hoped for the" consummation ol the last 
closing act ol our great life's drama, the 
full and unconditional recognition of our 
civil rights.

Year after year you who have kept us 
from the full enjoyment ol them have been 
swimming in the charmed circle of policy 
and temporary expedients, but to-day w‘e 
feel that, by your present action, these 
questions are to be no longer evaded.

¥ou can not shut vour eyes, nor close 
your ears to the demands of your State, and 
so deep are these interests bound up in the 
preservation of your State that you must 
meet the issue fairly and fearlessly.

Let all those, both white and colored, 
having an interest in the future welfare and 
prosperity of the State put aside laint- 
heaitedness. and openly anil baldly stand 
upon the grand punciples which must ami 
will live, despite the efforts of tyranny to 
overthrow them or a prejudiced policy to 
check their expression.

The general scope aud tendency of this 
movement must be beneficial if carried out 
in an honest, manly manner. It has for its 
object the downfall of hereditary prejudi
ces. the obliteration of past usages and 
customs, and the full acknowledgment of 
the civil rights, privileges ami immunities 
which pertain to any man created in the 
image of his Maker, and guaranteed to him 
by the constitution and laws of the land. 
Said laws are and must be lundamenta! in 
all just free governments, and it is impossi
ble for any one to stand by and see *hcin 
ignored or permit them to be violated or 
denied.

You, gentlemen of Louisiana, can not 
stand still, and indulge iu constitutional 
hair splitting as to the legality of laws 
enacted for the protection of the black, nor 
the right of our national Congress to enact 
such laws; neither can you 6tand poring 
over the questionable|fenets ot your old- 
time usages, customs .and hatreds of by
gone days, for whilsf you are so engaged, 
there is one portion of vour citizens who 
are becoming more and more estranged 
from you, and you by your actions are 
making a chasm that it will be almost im
possible to bridge.

Meanwhile these fundamental principles 
of a free, just government are growiug and 
progressing rapidly; and soon they must be 
the recognized laws of the land, despite 
the opposition that may be put in operation 
against them.

Whilst you are meeting together to 
strengthen each other in your hereditary 
prejudices, and studying out and devising 
means to make these laws inoperative, and 
tho equal protection of the laws only a glit
tering generality, the development aud 
resioration of your State is being neglected; 
your commerce crippled; your citizens de-j 
priced, either by option or compulsion, 
from participating ia tbe government of 
your State, and confusion, turmoil and dis
content reign supreme.

Can you, in simple justice to yourselves, 
your State, your families, allow a p irtisan 
leeling to possess you all, and, hugging this 
destructive phantom ot the Past to'vour 
bosoms, retuse to abandon that policy 
which, it persevered in, must eventually 
paralize and hinder your State in her iu- 
ture ! when, by a surrendering of all mer
cenary, selfish, hereditary prejudices to 
characteristics of an ennobling and right
eous naturq, you place yourselves in con
nection with another class of citizens of this 
State, and all together, having one common 
interest, unite in placing this State side by 
side with any State in the Union, and she 
will take her stand with no fear of being 
outstripped in the race. This ia your duty. 
You can not avoid it; yon can not nor must 
not shrink from it. "To-day you meet to 
make a new page in the history of Louisi
ana. Shall it be to her credit and benefit ? 
or shall it be recorded thereon that, blinded 
by the passions and policies of the past, lost 
to all the advantages and benefits now 
within your grasp, you are content to p ur- 
sue your wonted way ?

A great responsibility is now upon you, 
and a grand trust is committed to your 
keeping. Betray it, and you must answer at 
the bar of future public opinion, and an of
fended, deserted, betrayed and outraged pos
terity-gaining knowledge and experience,

and being rifled by wisdom and justice- 
will anathematize those who left them such 
a blasting, deadly heritage, and they will 
never respect the memory of the betrayers 
of their trusts who went before them.

fin the contrary, let the immortal lan
guage of Magna C'harta, which declares that 
“we will not deny to any man right or jus
tice," be your motto in "practice as well as 
theory, aid, sits, if this be your action I 
affirm :Lat by the equal justice oijher laws, 
grouping together the interests of all her 
citizens, the strength, of the united ener
gies, minds and sinews of her whole people, 
tne experience and maturity of the intellect 
ot her true sons, and the willing, eagerthirst 
ait#- knowledge of her unfortunate wards 
no longer debarred from the blessings of pro
tection at homo and educational advantages 
by the examples of the past and the hopes 
of the future, and above all, by the com- 
I^et<V»?noring of ail that has gone to make 
this State a by-word and repioacfa, viz: in
timidation, fraud, violence and bloodshed. 
Louisiana must eventually become one. it 
not the foremost State of the Union. Re
member, gentlemen of Louisiana, that “a 
people to be great must be just.”

WbeD reason and justice shall have as
sumed their eway. and the safeguards of 
citizenship vouchsafed to all men alike, in
telligence and love of State will predom
inate. and vice and corruption disappear 
from our borders, confusion and discord 
jive way to peace and harmony, and the 
races which now inhabit this State will en
counter no more turmoil, witness no more 
scenes of bloodshed. In short, with an un
qualified recognition cf the rights of the 
colored man the last lingering vestige 
of slavery will be swept away; violence 
and fraud will no longer be employed 
to carry political issues: the State
will become a paradise- when all men 
oequal. one with another, will employ all 

their efforts and energies to restore her 
to her pristine beauty and prosperity: her 
citizens rescued from the threatened danger 
of internal strife and continued commo
tion: her commerce restored to its wonted 
position; her finances the pride of her citi
zens: the load of taxation shall roll from 
their shoulders, and the love and devotion 
of all her inhabitants shall be the avant 
couriers of her f uture greatness.

Then in the future, white and colored 
men of this State, with common interests 
and objects in tlie advancement of their 
State, binding all in one common bond of 
unity and harmony, learning a bitter lesson 
from the mistakes of the paet, will guard 
more zealously and well tlie priceless heri
tage of a restored and redeemed State; and 
proudly exclaim from the inmost recesses 
ol their hearts, and in the full flush of pride,
I am indeed a citizen of redeemed and re
generated Louisiana.

E. J. Ellis, Esq., was then loudly t ailed 
for. but did not appear.

Colonel James Lewis was then intro
duced and said:

After hearing the eloquent remarks cf 
the gentlemen who have preceded me, I 
think that enough has been said. But some 
of my friends have suggested that I ought 

say a few words on the action 
ol' the press. Article after article has 
appeared in the newspapers, statiDg 
that the gentlemen who signed the 
manifesto have had no pledges from 
the colored people. I think the color, d 
speakers who have preceded me have 6aid 
enough to satiety any one of the lalaey of 
that idea. It has been made plain that it 
the promises made by them are carried out, 
tbe colored people will do their part. But 
my friend? have asked me to present to 
yon a document which I hold in my hand*.

Colonei Lewis then read a pledge signed 
by some of the most prominent, respectable 
and public spirited of his people, incorpor
ating the manifesto of the Committee of 
One Hundred and the resolutions passed at 
this meeting, and guaranteeing their sup
port.

After reading the pledge Colonel Lewis 
merely said: “That is aii 1 have to say,” 
anil sat down.

After Colonel Lewis sat down there were 
loud calls for General Beauregard and 
others, but none of them appearing, a mo
tion to adjourn was made, put and carried.

C LIN TO N  S U C C E S S F U L  BY TELEGRAPH.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, 

•crou d  D ay’s  P roceed ings.

The board met yesterday pursuant to ad
journment. _

Members present: Hon William G. Brown, 
president: Superintendents William?, Stod
dard, Loud. Keating, Brewsterand Booth by.

The minutes of tho last meeting were 
read and approved.

The president anscunred tho following
committees:

Teachers Institute and Educational Con
vections—Superintendent E. S. Stoddard, 
chairman.

Model, Grammar and High Schools—Su
perintendent Charles W. B iothby. chair
man.

Superintendent Stoddard called for the 
communication of lion. E. Filleul, attorney 
of tho State board, rela’ive to the free 
school luDd, alienated by act No. Si of 181 
which was read by the sccietary.

Superintendent Stoddard presented the 
following, which was adopted:

Result ed, That the president cf the hoard 
he authorized to direct the attorney of the 
board to institute such proceedings as may 
be necessary to protect the interests of the 
free school fund as indicated in his com
munication of the seventeenth instant.

An interesting discussion relative to the 
appointment of school directors was par. 
ticipated in by Superintendents Keeting, 
Stoddard. Loud. Brewsterand Boothby.

A communication from W. F. Loan, of 
Algiers, fifteenth representative district, 
city of New Orleans, relative to the resi
dence of Mr. C. L. Sweet, removed from the 
district,.and therefore not entitled to repre
sent tho school interests of the fifteenth 
representative district on the city school 
hoard, was read by the secretary.

On motion of Superintendent Lend the 
communication was referred to Superin* 
tendeut Boothby for examination aud re
port.

The following ad interim appointments of 
school directors for the city of New Orleans 
were presented by Superintendent Boothby 
lor confirmation, viz:

A. W. Broadhead, first representative 
district.

Rev. C. H. Thompson, thud representa
tive district.

P. B. S. Piucbback, foutth representative 
district.

Henry L. Key, seventh representative
district.

Thomas Carey, ninth representative dis
trict.

James Longstreet, tenth representative 
district.

Dr. Julius Clark, first municipal district.
E. C. Billings, second municipal district.
James H. Ingraham, third municipal dis

trict.
James F. Casey, fourth municipal district.
T. W. DeKlyne, fifth municipal district.
J. B. Gaudet, sixth municipal district.
Appointments confirmed by vote.
Superintendent Brewster opened a dis

cussion on the subject of granting teachers 
certificates, which was participated ia by 
the several membexp of the board.

Tbe board adjounied to 1*2. M. to day.

Pnre&aae of *143 ,286  83 iu W arrants EXTE N SIO N  O F  SIG NAL S E R V IC E

»3*.93I FAVBD TO THE FTATE

For several days past Auditor Clinton 
Las published an advertisement to the effect 
that he would yesterday, through the 
agency of Messrs. Van Solinger & Carpen
ter. auctioneers, sell to the highest bidder 
the cash on hand or in the course of being 
turned into the State Treasury to the cretli* 
of the general fund, amounting to $103,0(nt, 
payment to be made in State warrants. The 
lots were $500 with a privilege of $5000.

At the designated hour, the auction room 
in the St. Charles Hotel was pretty well 
crowded by capitalists, speculators and 
seekers after sensation, for the subject had 
created considerably c ontroversy.

Treasurer Dubaclet had opposed Mr. Clin
ton in this movement, and yesterday find
ing that the Auditor would certainly pro
ceed with the sale made two .attempts to 
stay Mr. Clinton, but his efforts proved fu
tile. Mr. Dubuclet applied for a writ of 
sequestration, and for an injunction to pre
vent the sale, but Judge Hawkins refused 
to grant the requests.

Certain bondholders, claiming to repre
sent $98,000, applied for an injunction, but 
they too failed ia their attempt, conse
quently Mr. Clinton is victorious ia the face 
of all opposition.

Tbe following figures, kindly furnished 
by Mr. Peter Mooney, leii tbe results better 
than anything else.

Names. Amount. Prifv. Cash.
J. Herdandez................ ... 59 §>901 25
,1. Hernandez................ ... 5<KK) :•»** 2975 09
j. Hernandez................ .. 59 >* 2962 50
J. Bernandez................ . . 5001$ 2912 50
J. Hernandez....... ....... ... 5(Xil» !'«•« 2912 50
J Hernandez................ .. 90(>0 W A. 2M7 50
J. Hernaiulea................ ... 3Sb(l 58 »o.:n no
P. P Carroll..... ............ .. 101T 60 «10 00
John Lsckwsoil............ ... 50n$» s y’i *993 15
Jolin Lockwood............ ... N*(K» 50*4 JOHti 51
P. O. Fazende................ ... 20(h) 60 J500 **0
P. O. Fazende................ ... 1000 60 600 mi
P. <>. Fazende................ ... 500 60 300 00
P. O. Fazende................ ... 50(H) s»% *943 15
P. O. Fazende — ........... ... 500 s» 259 00
P. O. Fazende................ 2500 58 14511 no
P. O. Fazende................ ... IdCO 59 580 00
P. O. Fazende................ ... lixi* Sfi* 5ni 25
P. O. Ftziudc................ ... 1000 58 fun «Ki
P. O. Fezendi-................ ... 100(1 51.3 15
P. O. Fezende................ ... UK*) 590 00
New Orleans Republican. .. 5000 60 3(K:n no
New Orleans Republican. .. 5000 58 2900 (>0
New Orleans Republican. ... 5000 Mil, 2906 25
J. Newman & Brother..• ... 5000 •>0 3000 00
J. Newman i  Brother.... ... 5000 » T. 2993 75
J. Newman ,• Brother.... ... 51*00 58*4 2937 j#
J. Newman Brother. .. . .. 5000 58^ 2925 00
J. Newman Brother,... ... 5000 58 T *912 50
J. Newman k Brother.... ... 5000 M* J950 (H>
H. W. Beniamin............ ... 500 28115
H. W. Benjamin ............. ... 512 51
John Klein & Co............ ... 2500 59 7* 149B87
Jolin Klein Ir Co............ ... 2000 58 I1H50
John Klein -V Co............ ... 1000 58 580 no
John Klein &: Co............ ... 1500 871 88
John Klein & Co............ . . iooo 58 •* 58 ! 50
John Kiein & Co............ ... 10(H) 58?. 583 75
N. Bunoy........... ............ ... 1125 59-', «12 *0
Moore. Janney U Hyains.. ... 5000 59s. 2981 25
Moore. Janney & Hearns.. ... :ooo 58 7m *943 15
Moore Jannev IIjams.. ... 5000 Si.*, 2906 25
Moore, Jauney St Hyams ... 3ll?fr 5h *. in hi 43
11 Soares...................... ... 500 5>*s- 29H 12
K. Chassaioi.................. ... «05 58 253 92
N. Trepannier............... .. 1000 58% 585 00
Timothy Dun'jherty....... ... 5000 59 2950 no

Total...................... #143,236 *84.304 34

Tlie Police Warrant 4$nest!«a.
Colonel K. A. Brsy, treasurer of tlie 

Board of Police Commissioners, publishes a 
card in the Herald in answer to the charge 
made in that paper that the board had 
been guilty ol bad faith in its financial 
transactions with the city. Colonel Bray 
admits that tho arrangement made by the 
board with Administrator Schneider was 
not carried out, but alleges that the failure 
was owing to individual members of the 
force claiming warrants, after having 
agreed to turn them in for ninety cents on 
the dollar, in order to dispose of them to 
brokers at two or throe per cent advance. 
It was this short-sighted policy on the part 
cf a few men that resulted in the breaking 
up of arrangements with the city govern
ment, and has had the effect to send war
rants down in the market to sixty-eight 
and seventy cents on the dollar.

We very much regret the-course pursued 
by our contemporary in implying breach of 
faith on the part of the treasurer of the 
board, whom we believe ia entirely blame
less in the matter. But the fault of this 
probably rests with the board itself, after 
all, for since its members have adopted the 
plan of transacting all of their business in 
secret sepsion a naturally suspicious public 
can hardly be blamed for imputing almost 
any motive to their actions. The sooner 
they rectify this mistake they have made 
the better it will be for their « « i  reputa
tions as public officers.

That Gravel Experiment.
The City Council at its meeting yester

day voted unanimously to rescind the ac
tion lcrmerly taken ia authorizing Messrs. 
Higgins Wilson to experiment with their 
Natchez gravel on Canal street, between 
Liberty and Claiborne streets. The reason 
given was that this experiment, if it proved 
successful, would cost the city more than 
$500, and that as the residents on the street 
in question had not petitioned for repairs, 
in conformity with the charter, they could 
not be called upon to bear any portion of 
the expense, but the whole* amount would 
have to he paid by the city. It was under
stood, however, that another street would 
he selected, and that the length of one 
square therein would bo assigned to Mr. 
Higgins, another to General Sewell, and 
another to Mr. Casey, each contiguous to 
the other, in order to test their different 
systems of paving. The street where these 
experiments are to he made has not yet 
been agreed upon, but it is lair to presume 
the claims of St. Charles avenue to repairs 
may be taken into consideration—unless, 
as one Administrator remarked, in a sort of 
jocular way. it is the intention of the Cot 
cil to wall the Fourth and bixth Districts 
out.

The River.
The water in the river opposite this city 

is tailing very slowly—much slower, in fact, 
than belore for several years. Yesterday it 
stood—where it has for some days—five 
feet four lcche* below high water mark. 
At this date a year ago the water was ten 
feet six inches below the mark and falling 
rapidly, and the year before it stood nine 
feet mne .nenes below the mark.

Sale Continued.—’t  he -Dy *j,e sheriff
of the oontents of store No. 48 Chartres 
street, consisting 0f i^ e g  fancy articles, 
millinery goods, ribbons, etc., will be ton- 
tinue i  to-day at 10:30 A. M-

FIRE AT THE NAVY DEPARTMENT

D E A T H  O F  A  C ttB A W  P A T R I O T

M O N M O U T H  PA R K  R A C K S

KATE STODDARD'S LETTERS
----*--- -

THE COTTON" CROP

DESPONDENT REPORT

A SM A L L  A V E R A G E  C R O P

LA TE ST CUB AH  IN T E LL IG E N C E

S p a n i s h  O f f i c e r s  O p p o s e  R e f o r m

E X C I T E M E N T  I N  K I S G S T 0 X

T H E  D ISORD ERS IN SPAIN

C A P.L IST  V IC T O R Y  A T  B C R G .l

COMMOTION IN THE fUENCB ASSEMBLY

D E N IA L  F R 03 i JACOB THOMPSON

Industrial Congress at Cleveland

SEVERE STORMS IN OHIO

WASHINGTON.
• l im it  S srv tcs ( •  W eJEaresded—H ullark  

the O e f iu l t t r - f i r e  «« th e  Nn»y D t* 
partm eM —O ispntrfk *rom l i c r f l i t r y  
K obesoa to Shed*real<lsnt»

W ashington, July 15.—The *Tgnal ser
vice is to be eatended to  the West Indie* 
and the Windward islands and along tha 
eastern and westera coasts of South Amer
ica. Stations have already been fitted uj» 
and manned at the following ports: Havana, 
Santiago de Cuba, Kingston, Porto Rico, 
St. Thomas. Antigua. Guadaloupe and St, 
Vincents **n tho Windward islands, from 
whence the observers aro #ending postal 
records of their observations.

It is stated that General Bullock, Tate of 
tho Freedmen’s Unreal*, has placed hi* 
pr* perty in hi* wife's hands, beyond tk* 
reach of the government.

A  fi»e at the Navy Department this tuorn* 
log damaged the building to the extent of 
$10,000 or $10,000. f t is thought the great
est damage is by water. The Secretary'# 
office is completely flooded, and the entir® 
department is unfit for occupancy.

There were several valuable record* 
burned, but snost of them can be replaced.

The log book library ef the Navy Depart
ment suffered most. Nearly all the log# 
were damaged "by the fire anil water. ' Th# 
fire was confined to the third and fourth 
stories of the south wing.

Nearly all the records of the bureau of 
steam engineering were lost. The burea;t 

1 of ordnance lost heavily in records an<| 
papers. Th* printing coon was entire!/ 
destroyed.

It is supposed that the fire originateil 
from an accidental combination of chemi
cals in the bureau ot ordnance. Nearly th* 
whole building is flooded, and at least halt 
of it is unfit for occupancy.

The following was reee; zed fools fleer*- 
tary Robeson by the President;
T- the President: •

A fire broke *u» at about half-past fly* 
this morning in the third story of the back 
building of the Navy Department, prolialdy 
originating in the printing room. The fir# 
department was promptly «n hand, and, 
working with great efficiency, soon had th# 
fire under.control and put it out finally 
before seven o’clock. Only m few drawings^ 
and no important records, Were desToyod, 
The principal damage is by the flooding 
from the water. The business id iho dm 
partiaeat is not seriously interrupted.

GEORGE Mj ROBESON,
Secretary of the Navy.

George A. Jlatile was to-day appointed 
secretary of the American flpaaisb cotniui#* 
"io*. vice George Moore,

(it. J lichae l’a Bchoel,
The second annual exhioitio* of the 

pupils oi St. Michael’s School wa# commenc
ed last evening at the school house oppo
site Annunciation square, and will be con. 
eluded this evening. The exercises are 
very entertaining and attract a large at-
tendance.^________

Tbs f m i m n i r t .
Th* thermometer at Louis irtgeno’a, 

No. -0 Chartres street, yesterday stood ** 
follows: At 8 A. M , 80°, at 2 P M.. 9(H;

N E W  Y O R K .
( '• ten et C r r n  f s  b e Deioeo ruffe f u f i f s l *  

for G overnor of .N nssnehiiseirs—(le n t#
• f Wayoryo, the Cuban Patriot—Tnriflft 
M ail f*rcniii-4ii*  Sem yony-V tu niu eu G i 
Pn i-U ttarra.

Ntw Yokk, July T5.—A special
-ays Colonel Green, of the Boston Tost,will 
be nominated for Governor ot Massachu
setts on the straight Demaeratie platform.

M. Mayorga, a leading am! well-know# 
Cuban, wbo, with others, fitted out th# 
Fannie expedition In 1871, and acted for* 
time as vice president of (he Cuban repub
lic. and who was sonde tuned laH* year l>y 
an order from Vatmaseda to bn immediately 
garroted when caught, died after a brief ill
ness, at midnight, ia Lexington arena*, 
aged fifty-five.

E. A. Mills, preside®* of th# Brooklyn 
Trust Company, and well known through- . 
out the country, was drowned while bath* 
ing at Coney island this morning,

The diree'tors of the Facific Mail Steam
ship Company have authorized flio presi
dent to settle with tbe Union Pacific Rail
road Company, to sell the steamship Mon
tana for $f><*,009, another steamer for $30,- 
000, and to borrow $708,fl00 on the rota- 
pany’s real estate to meet the debts imme
diately due. amounting t» $800,000. Th* 
company also requires $*'00,000 to put their 
steamers in a sea worthy condition.

The specie engagement* fos to-morrow 
are $000,000.

James Jackson, flic *egr* who killed hi* 
white paramour, pleaded guilty of man
slaughter in the fourth degree. He wa* 
sentenced to tw* rears' imprisonment.

Iu tlie Monmouth Park races, Duffy wo# 
the hurdle race. Time. 4 01 

Artist won the mile race. Time. T: Ifl ’i. 
Boswell’s gray filly woa the *ule and 

three quarter race. Time, 3:12.
Torn Bowling was the lavorite, four M 

one. against all the others.
’I he fourth race was woa by Fadladeta. 

Time, 1:17tw, I :.>!<*. The first, heat wg* 
wen by Valley Brook. Time, 1:4b1*.

COTTON CROP*.
R eport* » f  th e  RepnrtmWnt • fA # r lr u h »

• tire —The C rop* G enerally  B eh ln #  
T im e—D elayed  by W rt BVenther—R e*  
port* Despondent — W orm* nail (A c#  
A p penrlng-T h* A verage  C rop* •*> th #  
fltatea

Washington, July TV—The report of ft#  
•condition of the cotton crop to the Depart- 
Mnentof Agriculture for July 1, indicate* 

as follows: *(wing t* the causes -reported 
in June, tbe crop is generally from two t» 
•bur weeks later. Throughout tho cottoa 
States the weather was unprecedentedly we* 
lor a period varying from twenty-live !# 
thirty-five days, coding about the twenty 
fifth of Jun*.

The area of cotton planted was sufficient 
to tax the available labor to the ‘utmost 
under the most favorable circumstances, 
consequently the excessively wet weather 
preventing work, stimulating grass and 
weeds, has not only caused poor stands and 
a grassy and otherwise unfavorable condi*

at 6 p " M.,*85°. Lowest point (Jur tig the j » "» generally, but has necessitate^
Bight ol July 14,75° I (coMTiNdiui p it rop*T »  ra o s -j

t


