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OFFIC1lAL.

Laws of the United Siates Passed at the
Third Newssion af the Forty-Second
Congress.

|GeNEraL Narore—No. 71.]

An act to amend the law requiring consular

officers to collect threa moeths' extra pay

Jamen in certain cases.
enacted by the Senate and Housa of
Representatives of the United States of
Americsa 1n Congress assembled, That the
law to regulate the consular system of the
Unitad States, which requires consular othi-
cers to coilect three months’' extra wagea
upon the discharge of seaten, be, and the
same hereby 15, 80 amended 4s to permit
said officers whenever, after a full Learing
of both barties, the cause of discharge is
found to be the misconduct of the seaman,
to remit so miuch of the extra wages as is
now by law paid to the seaman discharged;
provided that relief can immediately be
offered to such seamen by reshipment with-
out expense to the United States.

Approved Mareh 3, 1873,

{GeseraL Narure—No, 71.)
Anm act to restors Absalom Kirby as secoad
aspistant engineer in the mavy,

Bo it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States ot
Anierica in Congress assembled. That the
Preaudent of the United States be, and he is
hereby authorized, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, to restore Absa-
lom Kirby to his original position on the
active list a3 a second assistant engineer in
the navy of the United States.

Approved March 3, 1373,

[GeENERAL NATURE—NO. 107.]
Aun aet to provide for the sale of lands of
the United States containing coal.

Be it enacted by the Senats and Houss of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congresa assembled, That any
person above the age of fwenty-one years,
who i3 a citizen of the United States, or
who has declarad his intention to become
such, or any association of persons sever-
ally qualitiad as above, shall, upon applica-
tion to the register of the proper land oflice,
have the rizht so enter. by legal sabdi-
visions, any quantity of vacant coal lands
of the United Statesa not otherwise appro-
priated or rezerved by competent authority,
not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres
to such individual person, or three hundred
and twenty acres to such association, upon
payment to the recaiver of not less than
ten dollars per acre for such lands, where
the same shall be sitnated more than tifteen
wiles from any completed railroad, and not
less than twenty dollars per acre for such
lands as shall” be within fifteen wiles of
such road.

SEc. 2. That any person or association
ot persons saverally qualified as above, who
have opened and improved, or shall here-
after open and improve, any coal mine or
mines upon the public lands, and shall be in
actual possassion of the same, shall be en-
titled to a preference right’of entry, under
the toregoingz pro ns, of the mines so
onsned and improved: provided, that when
any association of not less than four per-
sona, severally qualified as in gection one
of this aet, shall have expended not less
than five thousand dollars in working and
improving any such mine or mines, such
association mav enter not exceeding six
frandsed and forty acres, including such
mining ;m’{rrm‘emenu.

Sec. *. That all claims under zection two
of thisact must be presented to the register
of the proper land distriet within sixty days
after the date of actual posseasion and the
commencement of improvements on the
land, by the filing of a declaratory state-
ment therefor: provided, that when the
township plat i3 not on file at the date of
such improvement, filing must be made
w.thin sixty days from the receipt of such
plat at the district office; and provided fur-
ther, that where the improvements shall
Lave been made prior to the expiration of
three months from the passage of this act,
sixty days from the expiration of said three
months shall be allowed for the filing of a
declarators statement. and no sale under
the provisions of this act shall be allowed
until the expiration of six months from the
date hereof.

S {. That this sact shall be beld to
authorizs only one entry b, the same per-
son or association ot persons under its
provisions : and no association of persons
any wember of which shall have taken the
benetit of this act either as an individual or
as a member of any other association, shall
enter or held any other lands under the
provisions of this act; and nomember of
any association which shall bave taken the
benetit of this act shall enter or hold any
other lands under its provisions : and all
persons claiming under section tw> hereof
shall bs required to prove their respective
rights and pay for the launds mied upon
within one vear from the time prescribed
for tiling their respective claims; and upon
failare to file the proper notice, or to pay
for the land within the requised period, the
same shall be sulject to entry by any other
qualitied applicant.

Sic. 5. That in ease of conflicting claims
upon lands where the improvements shall
ba hereatter commenced, priority of posses
and improvement, followed by proper

and continued good faith, shall de-
nine the preference right to purchase.
here improvements have already
en made at the date of the passage of
act, division of the land claim

made by legal subdivisions,
4, as near as may be, the
mprovements of the respective
parties; and Commussioner of the General
Land Otiice shall be and is hereby author-
ized to il needful rules and rezula-
tions for carrying into effect the provisions
of this act

5. That nothinz in this act shall be
snstrued 1o destroy or impatr any rights
which may have attached prior to ii8 pass-
age, or to authorize the sale of lands vala-
abie for mines of gold, siiver or copper.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NaTURE—No. 103.]

An act for the relief of Howard F. Moffat.

3o it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
President of the United States be and he i3
hereby authorized to nominate, and by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate
to appeint, upon the retired listof the navy.
with the rank of master, Howard F. Mot-
tat, now a volunteer officer ou the active
list of the navy.

Approved March 3, 1873

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 162.]

An act to extend the time for filing claims
for additional bounty under the act of
July twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred
and sixty-six.

Ba it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Conizreu assembled, That the
tima for filing claims for additional bounty,
under the actof July twenty-eighth, eight-
een hundred and sixty-eix, and which
expired by limitation January thirtieth,
aig‘h:/een hundred and seventy-three, be,
and the sawe is hereby revived and ex-
tended until the thirtieth day of January,
eighteen hundred and seventy-four; and
that all claims for such bounties filed in the
proper de| t after the thirtieth day

jE8 sE8ESS

of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-

.~

thres, and before the passage of thia act,
shall be deemed to have been filed in due
time, aad shall be considered and decided
without filing.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL Nature—No. 69.]

An aet to provide for the preparation and
presentation to Con, of the Revision
of the Laws of the United States, con-
solidating Lhe laws relating to the post
roads, and a code relating to military of-
fenses, and the revision of treatiea with
the Indian tribes now in force.

Bo ic enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled. That a
Committee of three of the House of Repre-
sentatives on the Revision of the Laws, with
committee on the part of the Senate, is
hereby authorized, by resolution, to be
tiled in the Dapartment of Justice, to ac-
eapt, on tha part of Congress, the draft on
Revision ot tae Laws of the United States
prepared by the commissionara to re-
vise the etatutes, 80 far aa the same
bas been reported by them, and may
be hereafter reported by them, at the
expiration of the time designated for per-
forming tnat service, to wit, the fourth s:y
of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-
three, and to discharge said commissioners,
from and after which all acts and parts of
acts declaring the duties, powers, rights,
and privileges of said commissioners, are
hereb re[.l»ealecl; but nothing herein con-
tained shall be conatrued as an approval or
adoption by Congress of any part of the
work of the commissioners.

Skc. 2. That the Committee of the IHouse
of Representatives on the Revision of the
Lawa, together with such committee as the
Senate way join, be and they hereby are au-
thorized to contraet with some suitable per-
son or geraons. learped in the law, to pre-
pare a bill revising and embodying in one
act all the laws authorizing post roads in
force at the expiration of the present ses-
sion of Congress, and also to prepare a
bill eoditying and regulating the laws in
regard to military otfenses, according to
the recommendation made by the President
of the United States in his annual message
communicated to Congress at the present
session, and also to prepare a revision of all
the Indian treaties now in force as laws.,
Szc. 3. That said committee are also au-
thorized to contract with some suitable
person or persons, under the supervision of
said committes and such regulations as
may be by them preseribed, to prepare the
revision of the statutes already reported by
the commissioners, or which may bs re-
ported before aaid fourth day of May, in
the torm of a bill to be presented at the
opening of the session of Congresain De-
cember next, embodying all the laws so re-
vised and the biils and provisions herein
provided tor, with proper indexes, so that
the same may be in form: to be acted upon
forthwith by Congreas at said session.

Skc. 4. That said committee is further an-
thorized to have such revisions and bills
printed by the Congressional Printer from
time to time, uniform with the revision al-
ready reported, and to distribute them, and
also the consolidation and codification of
the postal and military laws and treaties
herein provided for, to @embers of Con-
gresa and others competent to judge of
their merits, in order for their correction by
such persons.

Skc. 5. That any moneys appropriated for

the payment of the work herein provided

for shall be disbursed by the Department of

Justice from time to time only so far as that

Department shall be satisfisd that the work

has been well and faithfully performed, and

as said Department shall be satisfied that
the work will be tully done and completed
by the commencement of said session of

Congress in Dacember next.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GexErRAL NATURE—NoO. 110.]

An act to authorize and direct the Secre-

tary of War to distribute arms and mili-

tary equipments under the act of April

twenty-three, eighteen hundred and eighc‘
and the acts amendatory thereof.

Be it amended by the Senate and House

of Representatives of ths United States of

America in Congress assembled, That the

Secratary of War be, and he is hereby, au-

taorized and directed to distribute to such

States as did not, from the year eighteen

hundred and sixty-two to the year eighteen

hundred and sixty-nine, receive the same,
their proper quota of arms and military
equipments for each year, from eighteen
hundred and sixty-two to eighteen hyndred
and sixty-uine, under the act of Congress
approved April twenty-third, eighteen hun-
dred and eight, and the several acts amend-
atory thereof; provided, that in the organiz-
ation and equipment of military companizs
and organizations with said arms, no dis-
crimination shall bs made between said
companies and organizations on account of

r.u;e‘ color or former coundition of servi-

taae.

Approved March 3, 1873,

. [GENERAL NATURE—No. 72.]

An act to amend an act entitled an act to
prevent smnggling, and for other purpo
ses, approved July eighteenth, eighteen
hundred and sixty-six.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives ot the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
seventh section of the actentitled an act
to further prevent smuggling, and for other
purposes, approved J nry eighteenth,
eighteen lLundred and sixty-six, is hereby
amended 80 a3 to read as foilows: That it
shall be the duty of the several coilectors
of customa and of internal revenue to re
port within ten days tothe district attorney
of the district in which any fine, penalty,
or forfeiture may be incurred for the viola-

tion of any law of the United
States relatinz to the revenue, a
statement of all the facts and

circumstances of the case within their
knowledge, together with the names of the
witnesses, and which may come to their
knowledge from time to time, stating the
rrovisiona of the law believed to be vio-
ated, and on which a reliance may be has
tor condemnation or conviction, and such
district attorney shall cause the proper pro-
ceedings to be commenced and prosecuted
withoat delay for the fines penalties, and
forfeitures by law in auch case provided.
ualess, upon inquiry and pxamination, he
shall decide that such proceedings can not
probably be sustained, or that the ends of
public justice do not requira that proceed-
ings should be inatitutm‘. in which case he
shall report the facts in customs cases to
the Secretary of the Treasury, and
in internal revenue cases to the Com-
missioner  of  Internal Revenue, for
their direction; and fer the ex-
penses incarred and services rendered in all
such cases the district attorney shall receive
and be paid from the treasury such sum as
the Secretary of the Treasury shall deem
just and reasonable upon the certificate
of the judge before w&xum such cases are
tried or disposed of: provided, however,
that the annual compensation of such dis-
triet attorney shall not exceed the maxi-
mum amount now preseribed by law: and
if any colleetor shall in any case fail to
report to the proper district attorney as

right to any compensation, benefit, or allow-

ance in such case shall be forfeited to the

United States, and the same mav, in the

discretion of the Seeretary of the Treasury,

be awarded to such persona as may make
complaint and prosecute the same to judg-

went or conviction. 2
Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 73]

An act providing for tie payment to the
governmenment of Japan the sum due on
account of rents for lands and buildings
occupied by the diplomatic and consular
representatives of the United States to
Japan, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United Statea of
America in Congress assembled, That the
Secretary of State be and he is hereby au-
thorized to pay to the ‘Fovernment of Japan,
through ita resident dipl ic rep
tive in the United States, out of any moneys
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,
any sum not ding six th 1 dol-
lars, which may be found to be due to tha
government of Japan by that of the United
ﬁ“u'ﬁ'ﬁ: on accot_x:{. ;.;l rznu for lands or

ui 23 oceupi or ital u?ues.
jnlJuxd courthouse, by tl:,:pllnitel:i tates

n Japan.

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of State,
through the minister resident at Japan, be,
and he ia hereby, authorized to reat, fur-
nish, and keep suitable buildings, with
grounds appurtenant, in Jeddo, or such
other place as he may designate, for a court-

house and jail, at an annual cost not ex-

preseribed in this section, such collector’s |

ceeding five thousand dollars; %lmidd,
that the period for which the said buildin,
shall be rented shall be for two years, wi
renewals for two years as tho Secretary of
State shall determine.
Sec. 3. That a further sum, not to exceed
two thousand five hundred dollars, be, and
the same is hereby, also appropriated, out
of any moneys in the treasusy not other-
wise appropriated, for the purchase of a
suitable law library for the use of said
legation in Japan, the selection of such
lsx:)r;ry to be made by the Secrstary of
iatle.
Approved Mareh 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 73]
An act to regulate the taking of testimony
in gertain cases.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That no
witness shall be compelled to appear or
to teatify before any commissioner or officer
appointed to take testimony under letters
rogatory. issued or to be issued from any
court in any foreign country, in any suit or
proceeding in which the government of such
foreign country shall be a party of record
or in interest, except for the purpose of an-
awering specific written interrogatoriea is-
sued with and accompanying such letters
rogatory and addressed to such witnees; pro-
vided, that when counsel for all the parties
attend the examination they may consent
that questions in addition to those accom-
panying the letters rogatory mey be put to
the witness, unleas the letters rogatory ex-
clnda such additional interrogatoriea.
SEc. 2. That no witness shall be required,
on such examination, or any other undes
letters rognt-)r{. to make any disclosure
or discovery which shall tend to criminate
him either under the laws cf the State or
Territory within which such examination
is had, or anv other. or any foreign State.
Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL Natvre—No. 76.]

An act authorizing the Secretary of War to
furnish a duplicate certificate of discharge
where the same haa been lost.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
lepresentatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, that when-
ever satisfactory proof shall be furnished to
the War Department that any non-commis-
sioned officer or private soldier who served
in the army ot the United States in the late
war againat the rebellion has lost his certi-
ficate of discharge, or the same has been
destroyed without hiav&lri\'ily or procure-
ment, the Secretary of War shall be aathor-
ized to furnish. on request, to such nomn-
commissioned officer or private, a duplicate
of such certificate of discharge, to ba indeli-
bly marked. so that it may known as a
duplicate: Provided. such certiticate shall
not be accepted as a voucher for the pay-
ment of any claim against the United States
for pay, bounty, or other allowance, or ga
evidence in any other caae.

Skc. 2. That the sr:{v regulations now in
force are hereby moditied in accordance
with the provisions of this act.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GeNERAL Nature—No. 111.]
An act aufuorizing joint entry by pre-
emption settlers, and for other purposes.
Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That whea
settlementa have been made upon agricul-
tural public lands of the United States,
prior to the survey thereof, and it has been
or shall be ascertained, after the public sur-
veys have been extended over such lands,
that two or more settlers have improve-
ments upon the same legal subdivision, it
shall be lawfal fer such settlers to make
joint entry of their lands at the local land
office, or tor either of said settlers to enter
into contract with his co-settlers to convey
to them their portion ot said land after a
patent is issued to him, and, after making
said countract, to file a declaratory state-
ment in his own name, and Fmve up and
pay for said land, and proof of joint oceu-
pation by himself and others, and of such
contract with them made, shall be equiva-
lent to proot of sele occupation and pre-
emption by the applicant; provided, that im
no case shall the amount patented under
this act exceed one hundred and sixty
acres, nor shall this act apply to lands not
subject to homestead or pre-emption entry.
Sec. 2. That effect shall be given to this
act by regulations to be prescribed by the
Commissioner of the General Land Offica.
Approved March 3, 13735,

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 06.]
An act to amend an act entitled *“an act to
establish the Department of Juatice, and
for other nurposes.”
Ba it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
twelfth section ot the act entitled ‘‘An aect
to establish the Department of Justice, and
for other purposes,” approved June twenty-
second, eighteen hundred and seventy, i8
Lereby amended so a8 to read as follows:
“That it shall be the duty of the Attorney
General to maks to Congress, at the
commencement of each regular session
of Congress, a report of the business
of the said Departwent for the last preced-
iug fiscal year, and of any other matters
appertaining thereto, that he may deem
proper, including a statement of the sev-
eral appropriations now, or which may
hereafter be, placed under its control, the
amount appropriated, and a detailed atate-
ment of the amounts used for defraying the
expenses of the United States courts in each
judicial diatrict; also the statistics of crime
under the laws of the United States, and a
statement of the number of causes, eivil
and crimical, pending durin(rx the preceding
year in each of the several courts of the
Cnited States.

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior
be, and he is hereby, authorized and re-
quired to furnish to the head of the De-
partment of Justice, from time to time, as
they may be published, a sufficient number
of the statutes of the United States, and
the reports of the Supreme Court of the
United States, to be by him distributed to
such ofticers of the courts of the United
sr.atvgn as are now or may hereafter be by
law ‘Pntitled to receive them; and all laws
or parta of laws authorizing the distribu-
tion of such statutes and reports of the Su-
preme Conrt to the otlicers of the courts of
the Urited States by the head of any other
executive department of the government
be, and the same are hereby, repealed.

; 3. That a register of such booka
shall be kept, under the authority of the
head ot the Department of Justice, showing
the quantity of each kind received by him
in pursuance of this act; and it shall be his
duty to cause to be entered in such regis-
ter, and at the proper time, when, where,
and to whom thesame, or any part of them,
have been distributed and deliverad, and
to report the same to Congress iu his an-
nual report.

Approved March 3, 1573,

[GzNerAL NATCRE—NoO. 87.)

An act to establish a board of local inspee-
tors of steam vessels for the customs dis-
triet of Michizan, in the Stats of Michi-
zan.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houss of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That there
shall be a local board of inspectors desig-
nated and appointed for the customs dis-
triet of Michigan, in the State of Michigan,
and the inspector of hulls and the inspee-
tor of boilers, composing the sail board,
shall receive a salary of nine hundred dol-
lars a year each.

Approved March 3, 1373

[GeENERAL NaTURE—NO. 03]
An act to authorize the unlading of steam-
ships at night.

Ba it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That it
shall be the duty of the collector of customs
(with the concurrence of the naval officer,
if there be one) of any port at which a
steamship from a foreign port or place m:
arrive, upon or after the isaning of a ge
order, to grant, upon proper application
therefor, a special license to unlade the
oergo of said vessel at night, that is to asy,
between sunset and sunrise; but before
any such special license is granted, the
aster, agenta, or consignees of the veasel
shall execute and deliver to the said col-
lector a good and sufficient bond, to be &
proved by Lim, conditioned to indemnify
and save the said collector harmless from
any and all losses and liabilities which
may occur or be occasioned by reason of the
granting of such special license; and pro-

vided, tint any liability of the master or




