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O LD  C O U R T  L I F E  IN F R A N C E .

[From Ail the  Year Round.]
No one who reads the history ol France 

lor some generations belore the great revo
lution, can much wonder at that outbreak. 
The seigneurial laws were beyond measure 
oppressive anil inhuman, and justice was a 
word that had neither power nor meaning. 
The people were treated as slaves horn into 
the world for the sole pleasure ol their mas
ters; there was no protecting law, no huuiau 
consideration ol' any kind lor them, and 
the raison d'etre of the toiliug millions was 
tbfM to be that of feeding the extravagant 
luxury of the idle hundreds.

A seigneur of the old French school was 
omnipotent on Uis estates, and had the 
power ol life and death over his serfs. The 
infamous laws which gave over the people 
bodv and soul to their masters, and which 
make one blush for one’s kind, were not 
taken out of the statute book until alter 
the revolution. One oi‘ these laws was 
that a lord might order a sert to be ripped 
open, so that lie might warm his cold teet 
in his body. It is almost incredible! hut it 
is true all the same. And it is ol no good 
to sav that tins was a law never acted on.

> The * fact that it existed at all proves 
its possibility, however rare its prac
tice. Other rights, too, wert bered;« 
ta r v with the lands and title ol a seigneuy 
of old times, to which we can not (io more 
than allude.

One very common form of luxurious op
pression was connected with the bull frogs 
of the ponds. These, frogs do certainly 
make an unearthly noise through the night: 
and when a «eignepr honored his estate by 
visiting it his peasants had to whip the 
ponds all night, so that the croaking ot the 

frogs might not disturb the rest id my lord 
marquis, fatigued with his revels and ex
cited Mitli high play. There was no thought 
for the poor sert who had to toil all day 
and watch all night. My lord must sleep, 
let who would wake; and the frogs must be 
kept iu the good manners of silence at any 
cost of plebiau humanity. In a word, the 
whole system of seigneurial dominion was 
one of the vilest and most oppressive that 
the world has ever seen; and the people 
lived in a slavish debasement that took all 
the manhood out of them il they submitted, 
or maddened them to fiendish frenzy il 
they rebelled. At last the nation arose in 
its might, and revenged itself on priests, 
lords, and sovereigns, with the fierce re
taliation of the guillotine.

And with this hideous state of things, in
human and barbarous, existed uc.\ n.cal con
fession ol immorality wherein was no rule 
but the one of personal pleasure, no law 
but the law of kingly liking. Mrs. Elliot's 
book, ‘ Old Court Life in France." is really 
a history of tho royal favorites ol both 
sexes who swayed the destinies'ol the lure- 
most nation in Europe, and sat as un
crowned monarch« by the side of the 
sovereign trout the tinio of Francis 1. to 
that of Louis XIV. In this book we see 
the reason of that tremendous po
litical cataclysm which shook society to its 
centre, and the last throbs of which have 
not yet subsided. And it wro have not 
studied this page of history before, we can 
understand better after reading Mrs. 
Elliot’s book how the revolution^ canto 
about, and how it was more the Nemesis 
than the Typhon oi society, the aveuger 
rather than the oppressor.

The sixteenth century was one of those 
stirring epochs which seem to form and 
vitalize the future generations for all time. 
Art and literature, speculation and science 
were in full activity, and even war itself 
had its favorable side. “At 'his petted 
three highly educated aud unscrupulous 
young n.-'U divide the power of E trope," 
says .Mrs. Elliot. “They arc Henry >111. ol 
England, Charles V. of Austria, and Francis 
i .  tv* France. Each is magnificent in taste, 
f-acu is desirous of power ami conquest. 
Each acts as a spur to the other, bath in 
pence and in war. They introduce the cul
tivated tastes, the refined habits, the free
dom of thought of modern life, ana from the 
period in which they flourished modern hisa

5 tory öates. Of these three monarchs Fran® 
cis'ts the boldest, cleverest and most prolli« 
gate. The elegance, refinement and luxut?-
ol his court are unrivaled; aud this luxury 
strikes the senses from its contrast with tin- 
frugal habits ot the ascetic Louis XI., and 
the homely Loais XII.” Francis was an al t- 
lover as well as a warrior, a politician, and 
a notorious squire of dames. He introduced 
the Renaissance, brought Cellini,® l ’.ima- 
ticcio anti Leonardo da Vinci lrom Italy, 
“and never weaned of their company," es
tablishing this hist at the Chateau de Clos, 
near his own castle of Amboise, where tin 
aged painter is said to have died iu tin 
arms of his royal patron; and he built 
beautiful palaces, quaint and rich, where 
his predecessor hud erected grim and frown
ing fortresses. The most famous oi these 
structures is Chambord, “created like a 
fairy palace amid the Hat and dusty plains 
of Sologne”—Chambord, where the double 
staircase, representing a gigant.e tb-ur tie 
lvs. in stone, allows those who ascend to be 
invisible to those who descend: where doors 
are concealed in sliding panels behind the 
arras: where there are many double walls 
and secret stairs, much beauty and flowing 
ornamentation, but also grave cause lot 
reflection, aud a little inlet for uuderstand- 
ing.

There was much in the life ol Francis 
that necessitated secret stairs and sliding 
panels. It his own bands were not always 
clean, he had enemies whose sense ot moral 
purity was no more advanced, l ’lots were 
aiet by counterplots, dissimulation by 
treachery, aud oppression by treason, till 
the world was full ot fear and suffering ; 
and the only strain of softness running 
through the relations of society w as love of 
that questionable kind known as royal 
favoritism. To be sure there was beauty oi 
appearance as w ell as cultivation of the iu- 
ttHleet ; but with learning, poetry, wit aud 
intellect, came luxury and bouudlejs ex
travagance. * Brantôme speaks as with 
bated breath ot the royal expenditure. 
These are the days of broad sombrero hats,

fringed with gold aud looped up with 
priceless jewels and leathers : of embroid
ered cloaks in costly stuffs—heavy with 
gold or silver embroidery—hung over the 
shoulder ; of slashed hose aud richly chased 
rapiers ; of garments of cloth of gold, em
broidered with armorial bearings in jewels ; 
ol satin justaucorps covered with rivieres of 
diamonds, emerald«, and oriental pearls ; of 
torsades and collars wherein gold is but 
the foil to priceless gems.

"The ladies wear Eastern silks and gold
en tissues, with trimming of rare furs; wide 
sleeves and Spanish fardingales, sparkling 
coifs and jeweled nets, with glitter.ng 
veils. They ride in ponderous coaches cov
ered with carving and gilding, or on horses 
whose pedigrees are ps undoubted as their 
own, covered with velvet housings and 
silken nets woven with jewels, their manes 
plated with gold and precious stones. But 
these illustrious ladies consider gloves a 
royal luxury, and are weak in respect ot 
stockings. Foremost in every gorgeous 
mode is Francis. Ho wears rii î Genoa vel
vets, and affects bright colors—rose aud 
sky-blue. A Spauish hat is on his head, 
turned up with a white plume, fastened to 
an aigrette of rubies, with a golden sala
mander as uis device, signifying, ‘i  am 
nourished and I die in fire.'

In those days a man's enemies were em
phatically those of his own household; 
and the life of Francis I. of France, 
was no exception to the rule. There was 
that hold and handsome Charles de Mout- 
pensier, Duc de Bourbon and Constable of 
France, who first troubled his repose. 
Bourbon stood too high to be well liked by 
the sovereigo. Besides, there had been a 
boyish difficulty between the two over a 
game at maille not many years ago—for the 
King's age is ouly twenty, Bourbon's twen
ty six—at Mrs. Elliot’s opening scene. And 
the difficulty had rankled; the H ug having 
challenged Bourbon, but not having fought 
him, which this last resented as an affront 
to his honor. Greater troubles, however, 
than uot getting “pinked" by the royal 
rapier, awaited the handsome young Con
stable; for he aud the King’s sister. Mar
guerite d'Alencon, were iu love with each 
other—though she was another man's wùe; 
and Louise de Savoi, the King's mother, was 
in love with him. Louise had certain claims 
on the inheritance of the Constable’s late 
wife, Suzanne; and these claims she offered 
to consolidate by marrying Bourbon—just 
fourteen^years her junior, lie  refused: aud 
made her his enemy for life.

At last the court intrigues and state plots 
growing up everywhere, like mushrooms in 
a night, culminated in his open rebellion 
and the transfer of his sword and service to 
the enemy of France aud Francis, Charles 
V. of Spain Many of the first nobles 
of the time followed the Constable; among 
them the Comte de Saint-Vallier—for whose 
life his daughter, the beautiful Diane de 
Breze, better known as Diane de Poitiers 
wife of the Grand Seneschal of Normandy, 
besought the King on her knees© Her beau© 
ty gained what justice and taercy a'gk# 
would have denied; aud she bought the 
grace she sought—at tho price of which â P 
history®.« cognizant.

Then came the war between Francis ana 
Charles V., @i‘h our cousin Bourbon fight
ing under the banner of Spain; the battle 
of Pavia, aud the famous letter of Francis 
to h;s mother, “ Tout est perdu fors l hon
neur;" his imprisonment aud lliuess iu the 
Alcazar at Madrid; the arrival of his sister 
Marguerite, his true friend, and her entrea
ties to him to save his life and gain his lib
erty by assenting to the terms proposed by 
Charles, nanady, the cession of Burgundy© 
the renunciation ot all interest in Flanders 
and the Milanese, tho payment of a ransom 
that would beggar the country, his mar
riage with Elinor. Queen Dowager of Por
tugal, the sister of Charles, aud the deliver® 
ing up of his sons, tho two young prince% 
the Dauphin and the Due d’Orleaus. as 
hostages till these conditions were fuili:?edo 
To all cf which Francis swore assent—to® 
the time, and perjured himself®

Aitet® this we have the return 'îisi® of 
Charles to Francis, and the well kn own 
anecdote of Tribnulot, the court fouj The 
debate between Francis t§nd th® Duc*iesse 
d'Etampes, the reigning favorite* which 
Mrs. Eliot has imagined, is on £h# subjec? 
of ho«’ Charles is to he received. F»aneis 
says that ho wiii goto  meet him at Tout« 
rame, then attend him at Loches amt Av«« 
boise. Tue Duchosa advocates t  reach*:** 
and the oubliette«. T l» King holds fast t»jf 
the honor of hospitality and perse .»stun, 
not force, in the matter ol that jreat« of 
Madrid. Triboulet, who ®as been shaking 
tho silver hells ou his parti-colored dress 
with suppressed laughter, pulls out some 
ivory tablets to add something to a ?.st i;e 
keeps of those whom he considers greater 
fools than himself. He called his »journal . 
The King looks on the tablets ami sees the 
name ol Chat les V@

“Ha! ha! by the mas#??iow?on#has mj* 
brother ot Spain figured filer# *' asks ht*

“The day. sire, I heard he la d  ^ut lit» 
foot on tho French frontier.

‘ What will you do whet«! Jet Ttjni «IeJ»aïf 
freely i*

“ I shall,®* saiif Triuou?et.*-rtiN U s  
name and put yours in ♦:.« place» sire** l

The visit, however, went off. as we kuov^ 
with no greater calamity than a little love 
making between the favorite and the 
gm-st. part of the process of which was the 
presentation of a ring by Charles to the 
duchess when slu- held the goldeu basin for 
lrm wherein to wash his hands, with the 
subsequent popular hel,ef of her having be
trayed Frauds. It was the way tiiese 
favorites had. Bought by the greed of 
gain, thé lovo of pleasure or the lust for 
power, they were ready to sell to a higher 
lud 1er the so called love and service they 
had already bartered: and w*heu Francis 
wrote with his diamond ring on the wtn- 
of his closet at Chambord:

Souvent fee;il:l- varie
Bieu foi qui s';.- tic,

he had had reason enough^n his own life to 
know how true his first lme was, and how 
oft repeated his second.

Henry II.. the sou of Francis, husband of 
Catherine de Medici and lather of Francis 
II., Charles IX. and Henry III., likewise 
the open and confessed lover of his father’s 
discarded favorite, Diane de Poitiers, a 
woman of thirty-five when he was a lucre 
lad and lus bride only fifteen, did no' enjoy 
his kingship very long. E:ght-aud twenty 
when lie began bis reiga, he finished it A. 
D. 1Ö59. when forty years of age, ami after 
only twelve years’ rule Who does cot 
know the manner ol Uis death, how, on that 
bright summer s day—when Elizabeth. Lis 
daughter, and Marguerite, his sister, were 
married, the one to Philip II. of Spain, the 
morose husband of our own Mary Tudor* 
the other<o the Duo de Savoie—after bava 
ing successfully mastered his o p p o n e n t s < 
£he jousts. Henry met the Siafchtoati Mont« ' 
gotiÄgy. v̂’hi-0 by same mismauageSueJ** dii| 
no* succeed Vk jji^u •  ijttn il*« best 
ol J*e shoc% as ° s’b* the ftlV , big!
9h»ok Tiis tee® amt or 5;®°
Tii© king ©8 his goldef Q.rwor© jii 
sword handle and dagger sc* with jewels, 
ami wearing the colors of Diane de Poitiers, 
white and black, insisted on a second tilt. 
They met. Montgomer® held h;s lance 
stni g 1.9 and firm. I? t.* >ke tSe king’s vizor 
an>l a splinter entered uis i 0e. and after Iin- 
guiingafew  days «a agony he died. B.ij 
even before he drew his iast breath Catha
rine sent an ordet ; Ler hated rival t-equi* 
the Louvn a t . ■ inslaij** ©o deliver Pp the 
crown jewels, and to m ik<‘ e'ver the passes 
siou of the chat sa © ot CheuoaceaV iu Lou:« 
raine«to herself. «C -noncea’i  was Cathe
rine's • Naboth'S vii.evaid.V savs Mrs.

throne. She planned and executed the 
massacre ot St. Bartholomew; and she sj s- 
tewatically degraded the virtue of women 
and the honor of men, that she might make 
her account out of their passions and weak
nesses. “My maids of honor are my best 
allies." she said significantly, speaking to 
the Duc de Guise.

“She imported ready-witted Italians, ac
tors and singers,” says Mr. Elliot, "who 
played at a theatre within the Hotel Bour
bon, at Paris; saltimbanques and rope 
dancers, who paraded the streets: astrolo
gers. like Ruggerio: jeweler«, like Zametti, 
and bankers, like Goudi. These men were 
ready to sell themselves for any infamy: to 
call on the stars for confirmation of their 
prophecies; to benefit spendthrift princes 
with ample supply of readv cash: to insinu
ate hemselves into the confidence of unwary 
nobles: or to serve their royal mistress as 
spies. A woman of such powerful mind, in
finite resource and unscrupulous will over
awed and oppressed her children.

“During the rhreejsuccessive reigns of her 
sons, Francis II-, Charles IX.. and Henry 
III., Catherine ruled with the iron hand of 
a medi.vval despot. Yet her cruelty, per
fidy aud statecraft were worse than useless. 
She lived to see the chivalrous race ot Valois 
degraded: her favorite child Anjou, Henry
III . driven like a dog from Paris by Henry 
de Guise; aud son after son go down child
less to a dishonored grave.”

As for her daughter, la reine Margot, or 
Marguerite of Navarre, wife of Henry I \  , 
and beloved of many more, Catherine never 
even pretended to love her. Such women 
as she seldom care for tlw-ir daughters, and 
not often for their sons. So long as the gay 
life ot this pleasure-loving woman ouiy 
outraged morality, but left the Queen 
Regent's ambitious schemes and state in 
trigues alone, she was content. It was only 
when la reine Margot’s excesses became 
dangerously notorious that she remonstra
ted; but even then it was for the sake of 
expediency, not virtue; for the safety ot the 
royal power, not for the worth of a royal 
example. This woman reigned, and this 
state of things continued tor twenty-nine 
years: and then the cruel Queen died a 
fortnight after the foul murder of le Bala
fre, which murder aioue. were anythfhg 
else wanting, would have heaped infamy 
forever upon the reign ot Henry ill .

Murder, indeed, was the order of the day 
all through these times; murder, whether 
by secret poisoning or by open butchery, 
and we can not wonder it' the terrible fate 
to which the Queen and her sons had dedi
cated so mauy others fell at last on one ot 
themselves. Henry II. died by the hand of 
the assassin Jacques Clement, and lieary
IV , Henry of Navarre, once the Protestant
leader, became now the Catholic King. But 
he, at least, was free irom thestainof blood- 
guiltiness. and if his life was Rot too pure, 
it was not cruel« ÿ

No? too ̂ iure, indeed. Good-narureu and 
frank,., his character had Certain popular 
qualities widely threw his Vices into îhe  
snade. But he was vicious all the#amej 
and the man who wished that every pea«« 
ant iu his dominions might have a fowl in 
his pot on Sunday was the man from whom 
every father of any degree« won d most 
carefully keep his daughter, every husband 
his wife® ‘-Brave to a fault, he rode hither 
au'4» thither like a knight errant, regard
less of his personal safety, accompanied 
only by a few attendants. Although a 
warrior aud a statesman, Henry was a 
true child of the mountains. Born under the 
shade of the Pyrenees« he would as ooou 
encamp under a hedge as lie on a bed ot 
down; would rather eat dried ham spiced 
with garlic than dine sumptuously at Jar- 
net's Palace, at the Marais, or at yLe Petit 
More/ the polite traiteur of tna? day} 
woul4 «iuaff the petit cru «>ï his nativ» 
grape with more relish than the costliest

generations of misrule, of centuries of 
crime; and they suffered for their fathers, 
according to the text. The time for retalia
tion had come; and the revenge that was 
taken was equal to the wrongs that had 
been wrought. We should never forget 
this when we speak of the French revolu
tion of 1789. Whatever the grimes that de
faced the struggle, they had been prepared 
for in the crimes of the past ages. Oppres
sion had brutalized the people, and suffer
ing had maddened them. It was an awful 
time; and no apologist can deny the terri
ble wickedness had committed' then: but 
neither can the most passionate coudemner 
deny the infamy that went before—the 
cruelty, blood-guiltiness and immorality“ of 
the old court life of France that paved the 
way for the Goddess of Reason, the Sep 
teinber massacres aud the Reign of Terror.

T h e D e a r th  ot In in a in a t iv e  L iter a tu r e *

American literature seems to he asleep. 
By literature we do not now mean to iu- 
clude scientific works, hooks of travel, 
Bret Harte's poems, nor Mark Twain's bur
lesques, hut have especial reference to 
poetry aud the highest class of fiction. Use* 
ful and amusing woiks were never as many, 
but new works of imagination are almost 
unknown, Hawthorue^md Poe are dead, 
Emerson îs siient» Longfellow has disap
peared. Brvaut is old. Lowell writes noth
ing, and Whittier but little. If the’louging 
for purely ideal productions depenaeii solely 
upon living writers for gratification, our 
minds would starve.

Nothing could be more mediocre than is 
our magazine literature, especially in ail 
that pretends to be imaginative. It has 
been so long since have read a great poem 
;n any of our periodicals, tiiat the appear
ance of one would he startling, and even a 
fine poem is as rare as a new planet. Ot the 
discovery ol an asteroid we do indeed hear 
occasionally, hut of a poem equal in merit 
to Bryan't “Thau*topsis” or "June,” Long 
fellow’s "Maidenhood" or "Skeleton in Ar 
uior," "Poe's ‘-Raven" or those beautilul 
verses entitled "To One in Heaven," we 
never hear. Were a poem even approat 
ing any of the.-e in merit to appear in the 
itlem'i« Jft nth!'/ or Mwjittint il
would be received with wonder. Of iw 
aginative prose works the same dearth ex 
ists. Such tales as the "House of Usher,” 
"Young Goodman Brown.” or the "Artist 
of the Beautiful." belong to the past.’

When Hawthorne's posthumous story of 
“Septimus Felton" was published in the 
Atlantic Monthly, recently, it was read with 
keen and uuusual delight, not merely be
cause its author was dead, hut also because 
such a work of art had become an absolute 
novelty. We were hungry 1 i  anything 
imaginative and beautiful, and with good 
reason, tor our leading magazines have be 
come so monotonous and barren fhaf it is 
actually and without exaggeration often 
painful to read them They aim to amuse 
and tire;,» disgust This is not, lef it be un 
derstood. becauss they lai» to present excel
lent essaysedevef stories, ami «entertainin 
illustrated articles—for thés* Ane merits 
they do possess—but J.e.-ause theIs offer 
nothing else. We hold that they should 
give more if it he possible, and if that be 
impossible, then while we may not blame 
their conductors, we must none the less la
ment the degradation of our literature 
which the fact implies«

Because American poetry %as ceased *?o 
exist—at least in our magazines, which by 
their natute and functions should encourage 
and reveal it—we are continually compelled 
to accept a* a substitute versQ which is 
worse than noue at all. It it) worse than 
prose because it pretends to be more than 
prose, and yet has no more power to awake® 
the poetic sentiment t^an has a page ofj a

- .  - , « j n  spelling book® The mag.ez3ies seem tiewines from the vmevards ol Champagne or . , =.. - __. ___, Tj „ ,, . * ’ r, Ç have lallen ;nt« the hands«•! a great armvBordeaux. Henry was not born on the 1 ”
banks«>1 the Garonne, hut a?nore thorough 
GaseotPneveg lived. His hand upon hi® 
sword, his foot in the stirrup .h is gun a’.uug 
across his shoulder, tht* first cfh assault, the 
last iu retreat, ready (i> s lay  the wild buaN 
of bis native forests» v&  «.it* in, hand« to  
twan.p & roundel»^ in h onaf *)f the îirst 
D ulcin eah e encountered« Boastful*, »eat« 
Jess, «-apriciouo» his fersatiT itf o i  »cooiu« 
plisUmests suited til*  «Uaagin;« aspects«*  
t ii»  Ernes. H'i was pT*Ja «f *peee>« soivgb 
in mannej« witî» ti «plaint Jest uiik* 
to* friend or foe* if t e ju ta f  in bis babtt%  
eatin*  a t a  * stated tim es. i»nt when  
hungry torartoflsjjf deVcurjtig ev e .T tlin g  
that p*eased bim# es|*»:a i.#  i'rjjï and  »>>•«• 
ti-fsg negligent, not to »a;* flirty, in  ill* per* 
son. and sm elling strong o i garii»-. A  man  
wl-o called a spade a spade, «wot« |!ki« a 
trooper, and bated the parad* oi courts; 
was constant in friendship» fie!»i* tîî Jove, 
promised anything freely , especia lly  «uaf> 
n age, ?o a n «  beauty  wfii. caught his «yet 
a boon companion aim m *U ien. »  libertine 
among women, a s t o r y q u a i n t  Ja hffi 
careless epicureanism, ami so profound a 
believer iu ‘the way of lur-v that0 reckiesa 
of the m oif«w , he extraefed  aTï things iron» 
tho passing i n f "  1? suck a man was one 
i>t the kette* « t é  fi««** «J 1D& V*» 8VV*s| 
havo l* e *

i ’aseoB  t i f th #  rnfnetiri« «*< ®iî?t

of poetasters who pipe through
straws and squeak through pejjay trumpets, 
who are like a «warm of bees keeping a 
confused hu*n in whic!«the separate voices 
are indistinguishable. J: 9s a continuous 
bu** buz*. bnxMk which W oi^ -s ik-«re*s:ng 
front tts monotony» Tin*»» dwarfs of pi*« 
try—lor they giro not ? natura"!? «mais,
but unnatural^ jtttnted—nttvet hs*.a? ah 
idea of thetr * wti« aînl *e»i'«>.s «•eat üafciei* 
that th*-y di» no® spoil. TLi* lanyuags 1« 
not ttajusfl? harsh. |i-r it is true. AW d«r!y 
any«*!i* ®"'h» reii*  tb# tnagazines t<*su»> 
eessfii’i .  deny *;>.» fUsei-fioii.«r ti» hr
quotation" riiat i* milled tU* popular
poetry i«evenvrorfhy es “hasnot
very .'••mp?;tai"utgry titia. XV« i': i cot ask 
fos’®h(®«itati )ti «S ®nany poem», we are « 1.  
most “S-iliing to effaiie-L go tin- «itatioTi of m e  
te- eftt tnaga.-fne »««-ta whisk Im# tuent 
«magi* t t  «oküttaud tog  »
ye*:.

l>*«ci»t?siyef thî# Æegfaiîeiî «tutuîafiî «f art. 
fnagazisi®» au*- appear witling t*  acee l»t 
anything tim; lia« fie* soinWinee of ï-hysns. 
ti* iii*ttrti-how gigantic i?» Inuits, l ’iagia- 
tism. thereto*». b*n «eased Ji» î»‘ ev«i* 
noticed. If î» •■»»•"jiuuoîi îhuî ««ins though! 
«uffk-es fot * in poerus,W itte» toy a 
duffen and tin» most abject «ese®»
blsu»es of i de* au*»*” 141! es«®o?. are*egar*leij 
D» a njatîq'«)!«ri:«» Sin« »gainst rhyme.

Eiiiott. a From a gin, when 
visited it in company with e.er tather-in-lawt 
Francis, she had longed 6 > possess this 
loveiy woodland palac© beside the clear 
waters of the river Cher. So her inexpres
sible disgust, her husband when fie became 
king, presented it to the "old hag.' Diane, 
Duchesse de Valentinois.” Diane, sitting 
lonely at the Louvre, turned upon the mes
senger, asking, “ Is tho king then dead !" 
Hearing that he was not. she sent a defying 
message to the Queen, but the curtain drop
ped on her iu a tew hours after, and Diane 
ile Poitiers, Duchesse de Valentinois, passed 
away into an obscurity from which it would 
have been better for both France and hu
manity had she never emerged.

Catherine de Medici, as Queen Regent, 
had her hands full. Grant any amouut of 
fringe, pare off all possible margin of exag
geration. and still enough remains behind 
to stamp her one of the most cruel and the 
most astute, one of the vilest and the clev
erest women ot her own or any generation. 
Among the crimes ot which she ts accused, 
yet oi which tiie verdict is not proven, 
stands tb it of poisoning Jeanne. Queen of 
Navarre, mother of Henri IV., by a pair of 
gloves; also that of poisoning her brother- 
in-law. the Dauphin, in a cup of water, bv 
which Heur: i i  and herself came to the

the Queen's. Richelieu, however, kept the 
helm ot the State vessel straight enough 
for his own policy. He was the govern
ment; "I aud the King:" and “after me the 
deluge." After him indeed the deluge, so 
far as poor, weak, timorous Louis was con
cerned; for he survived his great minister 
only five months. Ajjearied of life, dis
gusted with [lower, he gave up the strag
gle. and on the fourteenth of May, lb ib , 
laid down to die. when l'orty-two years oid, 
more because he would not than because he 
could not live.

France passed now under another re
gency. This time Au tie of Austria was the 
nominal ruler, with Cardinal Mazarin as 
the guide and master, and finally, secret 
husband of the weak and self-willed wo
man. Again the round of wrong goes on. 
Court intrigues and court immoralities fill 
up the time of all who live in that fatal at
mosphere. Without, wars and rumors of 
wars; profligate expenditure and griping 
poverty: the noble, a man of higher calibre 
apparently than the peasant, and holding 
himself superior to the Decalogue, when 
tue '.^him took him; everywhere the privi
leged class outraging justice, defying God, 
oppressing man. with the »ower orders 
wr-.thtng under their fee», .o weak fr'tsesishe 
too broken * ®c-t utbim®

TueR«am® t?»e re?gR*>f J?* 8?ga«S<î Mo?.« 
L«*Us SU«t)TO «f ti« gteatest jtis. 

tofiMt îuim®*ug* o f  jqoiîefn time*. AV hit 
to»), tit» lyafioti tnea?;! »m ? Ain* tv.«

.«'lasse» of tlo s»  whi»Nv«>rkedaud tiosoNri*»
sttrgffps. j enjoyed, with tim seff. tlge «lSesjuaxituus «it 

' 9u# iiead of tl.® d 9 m:no£V-s© Tin-ns «vats
still r.« «uesth.ft of mercy. ji*s?:ce,liumai4 
ity . or morality. Taxes were lai^ on th® 
people tili the heaviest toil coaid scarcely 
give food fi r the toiler* ftu-n v ;*h names 
and purses bought justice •;*ien*.<® on  the 
bench* thousands of Jives overe sacrificed 
for the "glory" of this blatant t>osturizing 
French TurveydropJ nowhere was rever
ence j>aid to an« of tiie Jirst principles c? 
right, cf lreedom. •'« 4_'h?:st:«ig &v*n»? 
everywhere onl-fgice and ®‘ppre«sji;a;, oft,s- 
?)Ioodshed and starvatiqfc© lsotû» XIV. 
might ia v e  keet* th# Gjamf Monagqa« t i  
his own wfcy$ kut it *vas a ffar Which led, 

huts often to La Carmagnole, and the ?*üiii)cU©iiatlen
wi*h th« innocent condemned 

To build. Versailles, and nra i^f fixe 
"already impoverished countrg to? the «os»; 
toge t»>wa* with Flanders, grit!? Holland, 
w ith Spain, and come off victoriofts and re
nowned: ««concentrate all his faeulftes on 
questions of precedence, on the mode of be
ing "incenseit" at church, when ?i»ey were 
not employed in making love women 
who were not his wives: to be aQnartinet in 
the question of wigs, and an autocrat to 
the court tailor; to prove his love for God 
by his hatred to men of another faith ?nan 
his own: to take up arms again against 
Holland, and this time to fail; to take up 
the cause of Prince Charles, and again to 
tail: to die as he had lived—a hypocrite 
and a libertine—this was the life of Louis 
XIV.. the grandfather of one of thé most 
infamous of ail the list, Louis XV., the 
lover of De Pompadour, Du Barry and 
many others less notorious if no less guilty.

What marvel, then, than the revolution 
came ! Louis XIX. was moral, truly, but 
wooden-headed aud dull: Marie Antoinette 
was brilliant, brave and fascinating, but 
not to be trusted, and more lovely than be
loved. Had thev been the first of their bad 
line, they would not have fallen as they 
dnl. But thev came as the culmination of

nation. But in the mechanical portion o 
poem there can be no license to err. and no 
true poet would ask to he excused for false 
rhyme or a halting verse. Dr It. Shelton 
Mackenzie has urged Ibis truth, with com
mendable perseverance, upon verse writers 
who make an imaginary freedom and 
superiority to rules an excuse for their own 
incapacity or ignorance, hut his almost 
single remonstrance has had no perceptible 
effect. Month after month the self-com- 
piacent poets inflict their easy verses on 
the public, and really believe that the little 
censure thev receive is inspired by pedantry 
or envy»—i'- oof Sheet.

' I l o w  l i r e  en  b a r k  P a p e r  1» f f ln d tc

Ali the paper for money issued by the 
United States government is manufactured 
0:1 a sixty-two inch Feudriuer machine, at 
the Gieu Mills, n.-ar West Chester, Penn
sylvania. Short pieces of red siik are mixed 
with the pulp in the engine, and the finished 
stuff is conducted to the wire without pass
ing through any screens which might retain 
the silk threads. By an arrangement above 
the wire cloth a shower of short pieces of 
fine blue silk thread is dropped in streaks 
upon Uie payer weile it is being formed. 
Tire upper s*ie, on w®.ich the blue silk is 
dr6)*iyr<>à®is the on*used for |he Jae*rf the 
twees.and trous fit» Jeanne? J3 fvltieîi tige 
Îhwa-U are applied, taust e?*avf Tbi-tq mois* 
•Juriaetty than Jin* îeVefe» «itlt% altlsrngl; 
titeV are imbedded ilf-eplyenough t» re 1*1 a;n 
tlxeif. Tb*- »iiU U gnat ded •'? «tiiesaîs tigh t

d day t<* pr*refit th e  »hattacSio&oJ
e.» 2c Wc ?.I » i‘

Hoff t2,(* greatest dramatist spefleS ?.ia 
*..;;*<• is *u tpiexiug t?ie minds ®f many sage 
person*. Th«9tost*onimo* way met *.«ith 
at t i e  present day Jg Shake^eare* Shaks« 
psare a®d Siiakspere. . Besides these there 
are Sh«ke?per*» Shakespeire* Shakespofre, 
8!ialsus;*are. S-.-iakesneje» tshaxjieer. Siia::© 
pep® S.»»xspef. Shackspe,® Snackspear«-. 
Saspw»-. « n i  C'iaesper. jn tlw register of 
®L* parish*.! .8ft; tier field, tvliej» the poet's 
grandfather *»ved, the fiasco appears ?)»“he 
sp»r#d I'ouP v- ay»«« Shaxjter, Jjhaxsper. 
Saxpeje, atnl Shakuspeare. A- oaluablo 
manuscript ift the possessioa, Mr. Stauno 
?on.«>J fcongb*idge JIousf0 near Warwick® 
called ■•Metfislrum fra t rum <s° oormriini 
s  ide Èuintn ficiHOo de 9C> l-Ii f-1531% 
th* pain© is spelled Shakspere, biiakes® 
pere® Schakeapere, Schakespeire. Scakes- 
pevF?« tibtid, Chacsper. J'he poet's father 
seems to hgye been known as John 
ShacksÇel^ "The only letter,” re- 

‘Ymfl-ks an English journal, 0'addressed to 
Shakespeare known to exist, viz: that pre
served in the museum at Stratford, from 
Richard Quinn, the actor, asking for a loan 
of £30, is indorsed, ‘To my lovtinge good 
Irrend amt countreyman Mr. Win. Sltaeke- 
spere deliver thee.«,’ and dated October 20. 
1595. The name is spelt Shakespeare in a 
warrant (dated January 4, 1009), appoint
ing the dramatist to preside with others 
over ‘the Children of her Majesties Revel!.«,' 
so also in an indenture of conveyance, 
Slarch 10, 1013, of a house in the Black- 
friars. a mortgage made by him in the same 
year, and a declaration of trust. February 
10, 1018 (Halitwell's Life, 248,257. Shake
speare's brother spelled his name Shake- 
spere. Mr. Wheler possessed an autograph 
of Shakespeare in an inuorsement on the 
indenture between him and the Combes in 
1602, and here the name is Skackspeare. '

BT D. W. BMWSlI.l. ^

W ithin the shade hv  vriltewa made.
In softest summer weather.

We sat beside 'h e  rippling tide—
My love and I together.

Through clouds of white, wirh softeued light, 
The harvest moonbeams shimmered;

Aud ou the stream  a silvery beam 
W ith diamond iustrejglim riered.

The summer breeze, from frag ran t trees, 
De.icious odor« brought us:

While sounds from o'er ilie farther shore 
Iu blended sweetness soeght us.

And so we, too. as to us grew 
The sense of peace so gentle.

Atruned oc.r song to nature 's throng, 
üeneath  the evening's mautle.

We talked uot much, hut the soft touch 
Of hands, and eves oft meeting

Told more bv far than  words declare,
As heart to heart gave greeting.

Then, midnight come, w<- ioitsred home-«
Like brother now and sister,

•  To cheat surprise anu prying eyes *e 
Tiü a t the gate 1 kissed her.

—fScrihner's for September.

T h a t i l io to r ic n l  S o c ie t y .
Sn some section« of the country a bottle 

of whisky is familiarly known as *a keg of 
nail'.' aud tu announce to a crowd of old 
soaket-S that a new keg was to be opened, 
would call out a whistle of general ap
proval. Our temperance advocates might 
fail to see the connection between a spike 
and a drink, but your oid toper knows, as 
if by instinct, that'they both mean the same 
thing.

The friends of “the lost cause” have re
cently held a grand war council. The big 
guns of the defunct Confederacy were out 
fn force. Jeff Davis was there, and Irom 
the tone of his speech the old gentleman 
seemed to lie under the impression that the 
first shot hail just been tired at Sumter, and 
that the South had. just made up it* 
mind to smash things generally. There 
was Semmes, who sailed the piratical Ala
bama. and the valiant Beauregard, who 
figured so largely iu what Greeley called 
“the late controversy." and scores of gen
erals and colonels, and majors and cap
tains. with a few chaplains mixed through 
the crowd to give it a religious tone, in 
fact it was as near a rebel love least as 
could be. and yet it was called “the meet
ing of the Southern Historical Society.”

We doubt if the world ever saw such a 
gathering of military historians as came to
gether at the White' Sulphur Springs. Vir
ginia. Jubal Early appears to he the histo- 
riaa-in-chief. and as he bears the indorse
m e n t  of Jeff Davis, we take it for granted 
that He is to give tone and direction to the

in the ages of the two gentlemen, General 
Grant being fifty-two aud General Breckin
ridge fifty-one. The latter received an in
vitation to call again.

O F F I C I A L .

L aw « o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te «  P a s s e d  n t th e  
T h ird  S e s s io n  o t th e  Forty-second 
Congress.

[G en eral  Na t u r e—N o . 63 ]
An act to declare the true intent and mean

ing of the act approved June eight, eight
een hundred and seventy-two, amenda
tory of the general bankrupt law.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States ot 
America iu Congress assembled. That it 
was the true intent anil meaning of an act 
approved June eighth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two, entitled “An act to amend 
an act entitled "An act to establish a uni
form system of bankruptcy throughout the 
Uuiteii States, approved March second, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven,” that 
the exemptions allowed the bankrupt by the 
said amendatory act should, and it is hereby 
enacted that they shall, he the amount a l
lowed by the constitution and laws of each 
State, respectively, as existing iu the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and that 
such exemptions be valid against debts 
contracted before the adoption and passage 
of such State constitution and laws, as well 
as those contracted after the same, aud 
against liens by judgment or decree of any 
State court, any decision of any such court 
rendered since the adoption and passage ot 
such constitution anil laws to the contrary 
notwithstanding.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 6-1J 
An act to extend for four years the act es

tablishing the Board of Commissioners oi 
Claims, and the acts relating thereto.
Be it enacted by the Senate aud House of 

Representatives of the United States ot 
Amerea in Congress assembled, That the 
second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth sec
tions of the act entitled “An act making 
appropriation« for the support of the army 
tor the year ending June thirtieth 
eighteen hundred and seventy two. 
ami for other purposes,” approved 
March third, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one. and the act entitled 
"An act to authorize the commissioners of 
claims to appoint special commissioner's to 
take testimony, and for other purposes,” 
approved May eleventh, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two, be. and the same are 
hereby, extended aud continued in force

grand historical effort that is to place the j for four years from the tenth day of March, 
iate Confederacy "in the proper light be- j anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy- 
fore mankind.' We are glad that we know , three.
the name of tin* society, for from its pub- Sk That theeommissionars of claims 
lisped ptoeeoding» wi» should never suspect ; shall no: receive any petition for the allow- 
that if. iiid  the remotest connection with anee ot ftîiv claim or claims unless such pe
lt istory It ïnilitary meat ari* t s  write i* j Jitiou shall he presented to and tiled with 
true history of the was* we suggest Jhe I them on or before the third day of March, 
name ot Pii il  Sheridan to Jielp £arly on , eighteen hundred and seventy-three; and 
some of the doubtful point». As Sheridan 4 all claims not so presented shall be deemed 
helped Jubal out of the Valley during th# I to be barred forever thereafter* 
war, he might help hiui out of some serious j Approved March 3, 1873.
blunders in this matter of history. If this -----
historical society can engage Sheridan tu»|  i G e n e r v l  N a t u r e — N o . 70 ?
assist Early in writing “the true history ot , . , . , .. __
the war," we shall regard the work as being ,,to I»rovl'le. the apportionment of
in competent hands. ,  ! the lem tory ot Wyoming lor legislative

We believe in histoiQ, think the s®ad;f a purposes. i
good one. and would do all things reason- «  11 bv the Senate and House ot
able to encourage the formation of bistort- j Representatives ot tne United Mates of 
cal societies everywhere; hut we lack en- America in Congress assembled That the 
thusiasm over this Southern affair. It ; appoivionment ot the 1 err.tory ot W yoming 
looks to us more like an sft'ort to make new ,c;° l . c!)e. e,e<-'-l<)n ol members o. .he next 
material for future history than an effort Iv ! legislative assembly ot said Territory »hall 
collect the facts aud incidents for a correct! ? be Ulade,b^ tbe governor thereof, n accord- 
version of the past, fts that arch historian : aUL'e wltb “e Provisions ot an act ot Con- 
Jeff Davis expresses the belie? tha® eho | gress entitled "An act to provide ? tempo
rising generation will redeem wba* th# * » 7  fovernment tor the lem tory  ot W y- 
SoutU*ost in the late struggle, and his tel- j 0Iuluq- approved July twenty-fitth. eight 
low-historians «pplaude* the sentiment to e«n.  bun'lred anil st®ty-eight; provided, 
«.t- echo, it will nob he safe ®o dismantle 1ba? f”r «>6 purpose ol such apportionment 
.utff fortsV  sell »..i* Juuok,-»# for old iros* èt shall not be necessary to take a new or 
W eiîonf advis# rifle practice as one o< «ne addition»* *eusu* of #numen*W» o* said 
«fwessrtles tsf *L-*age. bnt to keep Jhe«J<if •  «• « «  . j« fe
pa ce in erder, and abV ?i»i>ie«6 » sqair« |  «^J'*'*«** A*as®-*
iei’,1 head at *  I»iiudr. i. are an*îuéa* ?
aceemplisliment»» and » a y  at some fnitu.» < J iL t lS G  J?\TA:t * *  ® |
»lalv sto» an erganiztij mo*»ment«)f «he»»} .  ,  .  » -
SoutWrii Msterjans a lit«#  «urthe* fu .« i  ? A * * *  *• anvac« wim l̂t«ft « An ®cf
than th# Whit» Sulphur «twinge. White » luakiftg aMiAopnarioms «or_ the support ot 
we M?;ak in th* ttuth# of liistof*. tunst I «he-Sm y for th* year ending J  une thir-
ao* nesfeejth# t o w m l  « I Re- ^eth, wighteet» hundred ain# seventy.

I upproyetl èiu^dreji

jk u ie ï'ljm ft i)riuk» a t  th tf  . l ie  i t  e n a c te d  aftid H o u se  of
l)ititn0 ; # f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o t

« « t a ■  ® t  • A m e ric a  i n  C o n g ress  a s se m b le d . T h a t  th e
t« ire * p o n d Jifc r  f t «  LfOftuctt , » eefion  o f  a n  a c t  e n t i t le d  “ A n  a c t

V i e n n a  v r i t i q ^  W  : m a k in g  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  ^ o r  tho s u p p o r t  o t 
A u g u s t  iU  é4  * « • ?  |.oS  j a rm y  fo r th e  y e a r  e n d in g  .Ju n e  t h i r t i e th .

‘ Ä _ fisth^en hundred and seventy,” approved
w .a t .e f , » a y  ,  îdarch tBird, eighteen hundred and sixty-

Tli^ AliiePicalt ^  nine, is so far^ioditiod as to authorize and
dro^# a roaring tfau#. Aif^trians Lava permit tift President of the United States 
taken to cobblers aud juleps with a hearti- h?o T6>minate, aud bv and with tho advice 
ness b rdorin^ enthusiasm, althoa^hç i iin,j consent of tlie Senate appoint, one 
these^eefarian c#in?munds beiruç somewhat ! ^^sistant adjutant £ener£i, with the rank, 
ex]itft«ive. the .native OonsumeP sotuoi« pay and emolumente^ of #  i£i.ejt»8 i%?he said 

es in for a eviiole drink nil ^tftimsell; and ; department.
«re are Jew quainter sights in «he bi« [ ipi)ro«e«ja*rc% il. JSf 
tiding, crowded rs i§ i© with extraordt- j 0

there 
bui
nary object«, than three heavily-beardeil 
and spectacled Viennese sitting round a 
small marble-topped table, on whicli stands 
one amber-colored sherry cobbler, their 
three straws plunged into its cool depths, 
their three heads in close proximity, their 
powers of suction strained to top pressure, 
lest any one of the three should get the 
better of his coinvestors in the beverage to 
the extent of fiait a teaspoonful. Under 
the influence of this virtuous emulation, 
the cobbler vanishes like the card of a con-
i

Jsr A
-•*

[General Nature—No. ®7.f
An act to provide for the establishment of 

a. military prison, and for its govern
ment.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representative of the United0 States of 
America iu Congress assembled. That there 
shall he established a: Rock Island, in the 
State of Illinois, a prison for the confine
ment anil reformation of offenders against

jurer's trick, after which each competitor | ^ e  rules, regulations an.l laws tor the gov 
imbibes a huge draught of cold water, ior ! ernmont of the army ot the United States, 
which there is no charge, and pockets hi.« I tu which «hall be securely confined, and 
straw. The straws are immensely popular j «niployed at labor, and governed iu the 
here. I have seen per%ms of both sexes I manner hereinafter directed, an offenders 
sucking up liter, coffee and “plain, soda" convicted betöre any-court martial or mill- 
through them with an evident sense of ex- i *ar-v commission in the United i-ttates. and 
quisite and refined enjoyment. The bar- j sentenced according to -aw to imprisonment 
keepers tell me that the American anil Ger- j therein.
man ladies generally carry them away in I Sec. 2. That the Seeretarv of War shall 
their hair, through the frizzy masses of j organize a board of live members, to con- 
which they stick them in the manner of i sist of three officers of the army and two 
pins. Tiie liar in the Rotunda started with ] persons from civil life, who shall adopt a 
a stock ol $300,000, but has been obliged to : plan for tbe building of such prison, and 
renew its supplies twice before commencing who shall frame regulations for the gov- 
business. About a hundred different de- eminent of the prisoners, in accordance 
scriptions of artful drinks are made at this with the provisions of this act. The said 
bar; hut the only one that seems to have I commissioners from civil life shall hold 
laid hold of the Austrian public is the I their offices for the term of three years, aud 
cobbler. Ten cobblers are drank for every 
julep, cocktail, sling, smash, fix or chaui- 
pari-Ho. The drinking kiosques outside the 
building—English and German—have found 
it to their interest to provide cobblers |ior 
thee insatiable customers." o

M, SeW o slfte© Mrs© CSeînesi« f? Cafe®. 
Jiving' in  ' W aïvîeî; !iowj:fll»ij%, Eheste? 
louDîy® Sea? IlojieWeS Furjuiw. sfte? put- 
t;p •  lier liai»* G' iur (uontjis oohl* Vh siaej'© 
Jikiii it  in tl»'- «4-*dI» and weij,® a oout th» 
liaas« fttttriliiîig tositTn J «iifticd. and afte* *  
l i î i ? » she looked a? tlÿ) habe tose#  
that al? gra* 6ig?i?e»mil noticed ?iow ®erf  
pale 6? looked, and seemed to have gréa? 
difficulty in breathing Fearing tiiat some® 
thing wéencfc fight s?ie Çoo'b theohild on 
her lap anal began 9© exaunn# its undei© 
clothingo aud feeling something like a cord 
around the child's body, she stripped off' its 
clothing*, when #  snake «bout thirty inches 
Iwng. ©J some kind te  her unknown® was 
J'oundcoiieilfight around it© body.Qioroliii 
6* slacken jts cnij <>Stii nearly every vestige 
oil' itiotliin j  w>io jeRioveef. His snakeshij» 
then thacte a hasty *;git into a Jioio byfiie  
tire-hearth» How Jt got inti«»he craii'e and 
under the «loth ing® without being oibserved 
by Mrs. Care® who was in the O-ooRs#]® JL» 
J:4uee Je«iiaaiato Lor a mysterôo

(Breoklnrldite^? V is it  to  th e  P r e s id e n ts
[Long Biancii ö-iegram (August iii| to tUeôtucaei  ̂

Tribune.]
General oohnG. Breckinridge OalleS ate a 

matter ot personal courtesy on President

shall be paid five dollars a day while on duty, 
anil necessary traveling expenses; and the 
said officers of the army shall, at a!] times, 
he subject to removal by the Secretary ot 
War.

Sec . 3. That the Secretary ot War shall, 
witl*. said commissioners, semi-annually, 
»nil as touch oftener as may be deemed 
expedient, visit said prison for the purposes 
* f examination, inspection, and correction; 
#ad «hey eha!® inquire into all abuses 
»it iieglecta of duty the part of the of
ficers «if other peksons in charge of the 
seme.ami make such changes in the general 
discipline o i . the prison as they may hold 
t*  he essential.

Sec . 4. That the officers of the prison 
©hall aonsist of a commandant and such 
subordinate officers as may be necessary, a 
chaplain, a surgeon, and a clerk, who shall 
he detailed by the Secretary ot War from 
the commissioned officers of the army; and 
a sufficient number of enlisted men shall 
he detailed by the Secretary oi War to act 
as turnkeys® guatus $nd, assistants in the 
Jirisog.

#!ECo is  4jtUa? tt&c ®.f %lie inspectors of the 
ajuiy shall.»* 1« Jeas® once in three months, 
«usiSthe prison Jor the purpose ot examining 
iiSstf»|hiS hooks and all ®ne affairs thereot,
«nd ascertaining whether the laws, rules, 
amè peculations relating thereto are com
plied with, the officers are competent and 
taithfi®!, aud the convicts properly gov
erned and employed, and at the sanie time 
treated with humanity and kindness. And 
jt shall be the duty of the inspector, at 

Grant, whom he had not seen since tl® 4 mice, to make_ lull report thereot to the 
Mexican war. where they were fellow offfe ! Secretary of War. 
cers and very intimate. Although Breckin
ridge has been frequently in Washington“ 
since the close of the war, he did not think 
it would be delicate for him to visigthe 
Executive Mansion. Ho was accompanied 
to the President’s cottage by Mr. John Ilori, 
and spent a portion of the evening in very 
agreeable conversation. Senator Frefing- 
huyeen was present, and others dropped in 
during the eveing to pay their respects.
No allusion whatever was made to the late 
war on the part of either of the geStlemen.
The President greeted Mr. Breckinridge 
very kindly and referred to the last time 
they met, which was when Grant was 
slightly wounded in one of the Mexican en
gagements. They called up old memories 
and old friends, and traced the latter into

Sec . 6. That belore the commandant en
ters upon the duties of his office he shall 
give bond, with sufficient sureties, in a sum 
to he fixed by the Seeretarv of War, to be 
approved by him, conditioned that he shall 
faithfully account for all money placed in 
his hands for the use of the prison and lor 
the faithful discharge ot all his duties as 
commandant. He shall have command ot 
the prison; shall have the charge and em
ployment oi tne prisoners, and the custody 
ot all the property o f the government con
nected with the prison. He shall receive 
and pay out all money used for the prison, 
and shall cause to be kept, in suitable 
books, complete accounts of all the proper- 
ty, expenses, income, business and concerns

alter life. Tfiere is but a year’s mff'ereuce j regular reports thereot^to^he^cretary 'of

War: and shall, under the direction and 
with the approval ot the Secretary of War, 
emplov, for the benefit of the United States, 
the* convicts at such labor and in such 
trades as may be deemed best for their 
health and reformation. He shall have 
power to sell and dispose of any articles 
manufactured by the convicts, and shall 
regularly account for the proceeds thereof, 
and shall give bond ana security tor the 
faithful keeping and accounting of all 
moneys and property coming to Ins hands 
as such commandant. He shall take note 
and make record of the good conduct of 
the convicts, and shall shorten the daily 
time oi hard labor for those who by their 
obedience, honesty, industry, or general 
good conduct, earn such tavors : ami the 
Secretary of War is authorized and directed 
to remit, in part, the sentences ot such 
convicts, and to give them an honorable 
restoration to duty iu case the same U 
merited; and in case any convict shall dis
obey the lawful orders ot tho officers of the 
prison, and refuse to comply with 
the rules and regulations thereof, 
he may be placed in solitary confinement, 
aud the commandant shall at once report 
the case to the Secretary o f War, who shall 
direct the inspector to make lull examina
tion anii report of the matter at the next 
inspection: hut in no case shall any prisoner 
be subjected to whipping, branding, or the 
carrying of weights for the purpose ot dis
cipline, or for producing penitence; and 
every prisoner, upon being discharged from 
prisou. shall be furnished with decent 
clothing. .

Sec. 7. That the use of newspapers and 
books shall not be denied the convicts at 
times when not employed: and that un
official visitors shall be admitted to the 
prison under such restrictions as the board 
ot commissioners may impose. The prison- 
nors sisal 1 not be denied the privilege of 
communicating with their friends by let
ter, and from receiviilg like communica
tions from them, all of which shall be sub
ject to the inspection of the commandant, 
or such officer as he may assign to that 
duty.

Sec. 8. That the prisoners shall be sup
plied with ample and clean bedding, and 
with wholesome, aud sufficient food, but 
when in hospital or under discipline their 
diet shall be prescribed by the proper 
au hority. The prison shall' he suitably 
ventilated, and each prisoner shall have a 
weekly hath of cold or tepid water, which 
shall be applied to the whole surface of the 
body, unless the surgeon shall direct other
wise for the health of the prisoner.

Se c . 9. That no officer of the prison, or 
other person connected therewith, shall be 
concerned or interested, directly or inai- 
recti.v, in any contract, purchase or sale 
made on account of the prison.

Sec . 10. That any officer who shall suffer 
a convict to escape, or shall in any way con
sent to his escape, or shall aid him to escape, 
or in an attempt to escape, shall, upon con
viction, be dismissed from the service, and 
suffer such other punishment as a court 
martial may inflict.

Sec . 11. That any soldier or other person 
employed in the prison, who shall suffer a 
convict to escape, or shall in any way con
sent to his escape, or shall aid him to es
cape. or in an attempt to escape, shall, 
upon conviction by a court martial, be con
fined therein not less than one year.

Sec. 12. That all prisoners under confine
ment in said military prison undergoing 
sentence of courts martial shall be liable 
to trial and puuishment bv courts martial 
under the rules and articles of war for 
offences coiniuitted during the said con
finement.

Approved March 3. 1873.

[General Nature—No. 78.]
An act restoring Captain Alonzo J. Marsh

to his position in the army, and that he
be honorably mustered out of the service
as of the date of the mustering out of his
regiment.
Be i' enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled. That the 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby au
thorized and directed to restore Alonzo J. 
Marsh, late a captain of company F, 
eleventh regiment veteran reserve corps, 
to hi:« position as such captain, and grant 
him an honorable muster out as of the date 
on which he was dismissed, to wit. oa 
March seventh, eighteen hundred aud sixty- 
five.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[General Nature—59o. 79 ]
An act to create a port of delivery at La

Crosse, in Wisconsin, aud to provide for
a surveyor of customs thereat.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of 
America iu Congress assembled, That La 
Crosse, in the county of La Crosse, and 
State of Wisconsin, he, anil is hereby, con
stituted a port of delivery within the col
lection district of New Orleans; aud there 
shall be appointed a surveyor pf customs 
tor said port, who shall perform the duties 
ot such office and receive the compensation 
ot uot exceeding twelve bundled dollars 
per annum as salary.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[General Nature—N o . 80.]
An act to prevent cruelty to animals while

in transit by railroad or other means of
transportation within the United States.
Be it enacted by the Senate ami House of 

Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled. That no 
railroad company within the United States 
whose road forms any part of a line of road 
over which eattle, sheet), swine or other 
animals shall he conveyed from one State to 
another, or the owners or masters ol steam, 
sailing or other vessels carrying or tran
sporting cattle, sheep, swine or other ani
mals from one State to another, shall con
iine tho same in cars, boats or vessels of 
any description, for a longer period than 
twenty-eight consecutive hours, without un
loading the same for rest, water and feed
ing, ior a period oi at least five consecutive 
hours, unless prevented from so unloading 
by storm or other accidental causes. Iu es
timating such confinement tho time during 
which the auimals have been confined witl” 
out such rest on connecting roads from 
which they are received shall be included, it 
l*-.ng tbe intent of this act to prohibit their 
continuous confinement beyond the period 
of twenty eight hours, except upon 
contingencies hereinbefore stated. Animals 
so unloaded shall be properly led and 
watered during such rest by the owner or 
person having the, custody thereof, or in 
case of his default in so doing then by the 
railroad company or owners or masters ot 
boats or vessels transporting the same at 
the e x p o se  of said owner or persoa m cus
tody thereof; aud said company, owners, 
or masters shall in such cases have a lien 
upon such animal.« for food, care, and cus
tody furnished, and shall not he liable for 
any detention of such animals authorized 
by this act. Any company, owner, or cus
todian ol such animals who shall knowingly 
and willfully fail to comply with the pro
visions ot tais act shall, 1'or each and every 
such failure to comply with the provisions 
ol this act, he liable for and forfeit and pay 
a penalty oi not less than one hundred ror 
more than five hundred dollars; provided, 
however, that when auim-tis shall be car
ried in cars, boats, or other vessels in whic-Jjj 
they can and do have proper food, water, 
space, and opportunity for rest, the forego
ing provisions in regard to their befsg un
loaded shall not applv.

Sec. 2. That the penalty created by the 
first section of this act shall be recovered 
by civil action iu the name of the United 
States, in the circuit or district court of the 
United States, holden within the district 
where the violation of this aöt may have 
been committed, or the person or corpora
tion resides or carries on its business ; and 
it shall he the duty of all United States 
marshals, their deputies » id  subordinates, 
to prosecute all violations of this act which 
shall come to their notice or knowledge. O

Sec. 3. That any person or corporation 
entitled to lien under the first section of this 
act may enforce the same by a petition tiled 
in the district court of the United States 
holden within the district wffiere the food, 
care and custody shall have been fur
nished, or the owner or custodian of the 
property resides ; and said court shall 
have power to isssue all suitable 
process for the enforcement of such lien U9 ’ 
sale or otherwise, and to compel the pay
ment ot all costs, penalties, charges, and 
expenses of proceedings under this act.

Sec. 4. That this act shall not go into ef
fect until the first day of October, eighteen 
hundred aud seventy-two.

Approved March 3, 1873.


