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A IIO.HE -MISSION.

Those who would exterminate the col
ored population for the crime of suffrage, 
those who would terrify and alienate the 
producers of values and the source of do
mestic service, would do well to read the ad
dress of the llev. Moses D. Hoge, D. D., of 
Richmond, Virginia, delivered before the 
Ecclesiastical Alliance, recently assembled 
in New York. Mr. Hoge is, as we learn, 
& native of Virginia, a Presbyterian cler
gyman, zealous in his calling during the 
Confederate war and on the side of his 
invu people. He is known to be a divine 
of uncommon ability, long in the pastor
ate of a principal church, and perhaps as 
well known and as much respected as any 
one could be. Under the head of “Chris
tian civilization in the South" Mr. Hoge 
gives some statistics of popular pauperism 
and piety, which places the Southern 
people iu « commendable light® From 
the census report «1 the United States he 
derive* th<* statement that in the New 
England States pauperism is as forty-four 
p« tin* thousand, while in the Southern 
Slates, including all races and colors, it is 
Lut fourteen to the thousand. Iu criminal 
statistics there are eleven offenders indicted 
in New England for every ten thousand 
persons ; in the Southern States there are 
but eight. Iu New England there is one 
church edifice for every six hundred and 
forty-three persons, iu the South there is 
one church for every five hundred and 
thirteen. This would he regarded iu any 
other country as a very low rate of 
trime and a high grade of religious 
culture. Wo take no exception at these 
♦tatements showing such an extraordinary 
condition of popular comfort and moral
ity. It is a preparation for the excellent 
admonitions which follow. It proposes 
the education and evangelization of that 
portion of our fellow citizens Who have re
cently succeeded to inheritance of liberty, 
and to the responsibilities of social and 
industrial obligation. This wise and ex
cellent minister teaches the continued duty 
of the’ Southern people to the enfran
chised. We make the following extracts 
from the address :

I t will be in teresting  to those whose sym- 
■ pa th ics have been long enlisted  in beha lf o f 

th e  freedm en, and  who have had  little  oppor
tu n ity  of learn ing  what C hristian  ph ilan th ro 
pist is a ttem p ting  for th e ir im provem ent, to 
hear som ething definite w ith  regard  to  the 
efforts which are m ade, first, for th e ir secu
la r  education, and, second, fo r th e ir ,r e l i 
g ious tra in ing .

O ppressed, as w ere the p ro p erty  holders, 
b y  the burdens of taxation , they  neverthe 
less addressed them selves t<> the w ork *d 
estab lish ing  free schools to r w hite and  col
ored ch ild ren  w ithout d iscrim inating  he* 
tw een them .

V irginia has taken the lead in th is g rea t 
Vo. k and the re  the free school system  in 
au g u ra ted  in IS7U has been most faith fu lly  
anil efficiently m anaged.

The question ot levying ft local ta x  for 
provid ing  school accom m odations was c a r 
ried in Virginia in every  case w here it was 
p resen ted  to  the suffrage of the people, ex 
ce p t iu  one d is tric t in which the colored 
people voted  solidly against it. In another 
la rg e  d is tr ic t w here the colored people 
w ere  in the m ajority  they  left the question 
o f  school tax  to he decided exclusively by 
th e  w hites, who w er* the property  holders. 
Not a vote w as cast by a freedm an, but the 
w h ite  people voted unanim ously lor tue

*j lie estab lishm ent of norm al schools for
negroes, like th e  excellen t and  weli- 

, ndo wed A gricu ltu ra l amt 1’oly tech nie In 
s ti tu te  a t H am pton, n ea r F ortress Monroe, 
will do m ore than  an y th in g  else to  confirm 
th e ir  possibly w avering  in terest in educa
tional schem es for th e ir  benefit. E n ligh t
ened and w ell-trained colored teachers, 
tho rough ly  understand ing  the id iosyncra
sies ot their own race, and  sincerely desirous 
to  prom ote th e ir  good, w ithou t p artisan  or 
selfish aim s, will become the best agency 
fo r k eep in g  alive th e ir  p resen t zeal for self- 
im provem ent, and for in struc ting  them  how 
to  g u ard  th e  g rea t political esta tes so re- 
ceu tlv  an d  suddenly  con fe rred  on them 
aga in st the ra id s el p illag ing  and  unprin 
cipled dem agogues,

AFRICAN INDEPENDENT •  HL'RCHES.

\ t .  as to  the efforts made for the d irect

B ap tist churches, to  which denom inations 
th e  colored people in  th e  South for th e  m ost 
p a rt belong.

Few of them  now rem ain  in connection 
with the M ethodist Church South. B u t w ith 
its approval and  u nder its  auspices an 
African M ethodist C hurch  has been organ 
ized, d is tinc t and independen t, y e t s till 
looking to  th e ir old sp iritua l guard ians for 
sym pathy, counsel an d  help. This they  re 
ceive. All the  houses of w orship belong
ing to  the M ethodist Church South, which 
w ere bniIt for th e ir colored m em bers, are 
tran sfe rred  to  them  when they  organize 
churches of th e ir  own, and  in  every  w ay 
they  are encouraged and  assisted  in ca rry 
ing out the ir -wish to  m ainta in  a  distinctive 
ecclesiastical life, w ith  congregations com
posed exclusively  of th e ir own people, un 
d e r the control of th e ir pasto rs and officers 
o f th e ir  own race.

The colored bishop of the M ethodist 
Cnurcb. the R ight Rev. W . II. M îles, a m au 
of em inent prudence and  piety, a t a  recent 
general conference held a t  A ugusta,G eorgia, 
reported  fourteen  annua l conferences, with 
m ore than  six hundred  traveling  preachers 
and  nearly  six hund red  local preachers and 
a  m em bership of about seventy thousand. 
H e opposes mixed schools, m ixed m em ber
ship. and favors an organization confined to 
his own people—not in any sp irit o f a n ta g 
onism or unkindness, for he exhorts  them  to 
cu ltiva te  the most am icable relations w ith 
the w hites and to iden tify  them selves with 
the  in terests  of the com m unities in which 
they  reside. (Besides th is  there a re  two 
o ther divisions of the  M ethodist Church in 
the  South.) N or a re  our B aptist churches 
less active and  efficient in th e ir labors tor 
the  colored people. They have m issionary 
societies whose business it is to  se t the 
blacks to  doing som ething for them selves, 
and tlie w hites to help ing  them . T hey find 
the Sunday school to be an  in s trum en ta lity  
adm irab ly  ad ap ted  for giving them  ju s t the 
tra in in g  they  m ost need, because of the op 
po rtun ity  it affords of im parting  such in 
struction  as inform s the understand ing  and 
enlightens the  conscience. These are 
spring ing  up all over th e  South, and  those 
which are m ain ta ined  during  the w inter as 
well as the sum m er nioutLs are ca lled  by 
the significant nam e of “evergreens. ''

WHAT TUE FREEDMEN NEED.

B ut a fte r all, the param ount necessity  of 
the  Southern  African churches is a  tij r- 
otiglily educated  m in istry  of the ir own 
N othing  can he su b stitu ted  ff. th is, nor 
can the com plete developm ent o‘ th e ir  
ecclesiastical life eve r he a t t a i n t .  . Ab
out it.

I f  ignoran t en thusiasts  and  fiery fanatics 
a re  the ir sp iritual guides th e ir religion will 
be the in toxica tion  o f exeited  anim al sensi
bilities, full o f th e  chim eras of d istem pered 
fancy, instead  of th e  calm  sobriety  o f 
ra tional faith  and tho  sa lu ta ry  convictions 
of conscience enligh tened  by th e  sp irit of 
tru th . The Church, therefore,w hich secures 
th is  kind of instruction  for them  is th e ir 
g rea tes t benefactor. The A m erican B ap 
tis t Hom e M issionary Society is doing a 
noble work iu this d irection. I t  has es tab 
lished seven schools, one in W ashington 
C ity and  the others in the S outhern S tates 
a t well selected points, viz: Richm ond, R a
leigh. Colum bia, A ugusta, New O rleans 
and  N ashville, for the  education o f  young 
men o f color for th e  gospel m inistry .

TYTÇ OF CIVILIZATION AND CHRISTIANITY 
A MONO THE NEOROES.

L et us hope th a t these various in s tru 
m entalities w ill be blessed by. the  g rea t 
head of the C hurch to th e  h ighest good of 
the A frican people in  th is country . N othing 
b u t the conservative pow er o f C hristian ity  
can secure them  aga in st the evil influence’s 
which th re a te n  them . N othing else can 
b ring  them  a happy  fu ture .

The tru e s t friend of th e  A frican is not 
th e  m an who inspects him  through  the rose- 
eolored lense , o f a sen tim en ta l ph ilan 
thropy, h u t who looks a t  him in the ligh t 
of tru th , recognizing his w eaknesses th a t 
he m ay g uard  him aga inst th a t iniluenee, 
and  appreciating  bis good qualities th a t he 
m ay encourage him iu th e ir  developm ent.

T here is before him the hope of a  m oral 
and  sp iritual progression of g rea te r w orth 
than  any  th a t is m erely m ental: and though 
his type  *>f c iv ilization  aud C hristian ity  
m ay be different from th a t  of th e  Caucasian, 
it need  not he necessarily  an  inferior one: 
he m ay a tta in  to a  sp iritual developm ent ot 
the  g rea tes t and  m ost a ttrac tiv e  characte r. 
The very  tra its  so p rom inent in his na tu re , 
his freedom from am bition and  avarice, ids 
hum ble, docile, forgiving, contented , pa
tien t, loving, subm issive sp irit, m ay, under 
the cherishing and  sanctify ing  influence of 
divine grace, p repa re  him  for a  type of 
C hristian  civilization, «otter, k indlier, f uller 
ot the v irtues o f the Sermon on the M ount, 
m ore self-sacrificing, and  richer in the sw eet 
charities of the Gospel th an  any  y e t exh ib it
ed  by tho more aggressive and  dom inant 
w hite races

These are the teachings of a brave, 
wise man. There is no hostility of race 
no craven abandonment of a patriotic 
duty, but a counsel which, by making men 
better, relieves society of crime: while, 
by making them more intelligent, it adds 
to the public resources the production of 
intelligent industry, and relieves it of the 
curse of the demagogue, and the burdens 
of pauperism. There is always a high 
political economy in Christian counsels. 
We can not but commend to all persons 
dwelling iu the South the just and practi
cal counsels of this Southern man. Such 
a system adopted will unify the interests 
and sentiments of the whole popula
tion. Is will utilize the advanced in
struction of the one race, and the 
well directed intelligence of the other. 
We shall not contrast the strength aud 
happiness of the Southern system re
commended by Dr. Hoge with the 
destructive spirit inculcated by the order 
of the Ku-Klux, or the White Camélia. 
The example quoted by Dr. Hoge has 
given restored peace and prosperity to the 
S ta te  which originated it, as well as to 
those whicli more tardily followed iu her 
footsteps. The opposite policy has brought 
poverty, trouble and violence upon the 
States which preferred and have perse
vered in it. Will the Southern States 
educate, Christianize and command the 
confidence of the colored race among 
them, or will they prefer insult, oppres
sion and extermination as a means of ren
dering them happy and useful '! Will 
they “let the people go” on the paths 
marked out for them by Providence, or 
will they incur the plagues which will re
taliate for every blow and burden inflicted 
upon them '! Let our Committee of Sev
enty answer.
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roll ions in s truc tion  of tho frot-duieu, I 
m a y - a v  th a t eve ry  E vangelical C hurch in 
th e  South has th e ir sp iritua l w elfare at 
h ea rt, and  g lad ly  em braces every  oppor
tu n ity  fo rd o in g  them  good. The colored 
people ainon^ us p rê te r separa te  liulepeu- 
<ient ecclesiastical organizations, and  those 
of th** w hite race who have given the subjec t 
the  m o st conscientious th o u g h t are disposed 
to  encourage them  in form ing churches of 
th e ir  own. w ith m inisters and  officers ot 
tl ie ir  own chosing—all* to  he gath ered , when 
th e y  become sufficiently num erous, under 
th e  ca re  of presbyteries, synods, conler- 
euces. associations or conventions, accord 
ing  to the  denom inations to  w hich they  
belong, th e ir w hite b reth ren , in the m ean
tim e. giving them  all the encouragem ent, 
pecun iary  aid an d  moral support in th e ir 
pow er. This is th e  preference of the freed - 
m en and  the  policy ol the M ethodist and

Nniireint* Court ot th e  in iie d  S ta tes .
Thom as J . B urke vs. A. M iltenberger.— 

\V rit ot e rro r to Suprem e C ourt oi Louisi
ana . Plaintiff held tw o notes of Louis 
T regne, aud  obta ined  judgm ent and order 
ot sale ol ce rta in  property . A. M iltenherger 
enjoined the sale m the d is tric t court of the 
parish  of St. Jo h n  the B aptist, and th a t 
court perpetuated, th e  injunction. B urke 
appealed  to  th e  Suprem e Court which af
firmed the ju d g m en t of tue lower court. Oa 
a writ of erro r, Ju d g e  Clifford announced 
the affirmation of th e  judgm ent.

Superior D istrict Court,
Judge H aw kins th is  day  rendered  the 

following judgm ent:
S tate ex  rel. John  R ay  vs. A. D uhuelet, 

T reasurer.—This proceeding is an applica
tion, on the part of the officers of the State 
who hold w arran ts  on the treasu ry  fur the 
paym ent of th e ir salaries, to  enforce the ir 
pa.\ m ent through  th e  treasu ry . The an 
sw er ol the T reasu re r is th a t he has no 
fund appropria ted  specially  to  th e  paym ent 
o f th is  class of w arran ts , b u t th a t lie has 
ano ther fund, which there is no special or 
im m ediate dem and for on the treasu ry , and 
m ay n eve r be, and th a t fund  is in  his cus
tody and  can  alone be d isbursed  by him.

The A tto rney  G eneral who m akes the 
defense of tho treasury  predicates h is de

fense en tire ly  on th e  den ial o f th e  pow er of 
th e  ju d ic ia ry  te  com m and th e  T reasu re r to 
se t th is  ap a rt, o r in o the r w ords, to  d irec t 
him  to  pa.v those w arran ts  which have been 
d raw n  by the  A udito r of P ub lic  A ccounts, 
ou t o f th is  or any  o the r fund, than  th a t 
w hich the law' has specially  designated  
they  shall be paid  from. As to  th e  pow er 
of the j udiciary over th e  subject, it is scarcely 
necessary to  m ake any  com m ents a t all. 
The jud icia ry  is an independen t co-ordinate 
branch of the  governm ent, and  it m ust be 
so in every  governm ent. W ithou t a jud i
ciary  provided for no governm ent could 
exist, and  the  tram era of th e  constitu tion  
have followed the  line of h isto ry  in provid
ing a  governm ent for Louisiana: and  have 
provided th a t the re  shall be a  jud ic ia ry ; and 
the judicial power m ust alw ays be invoked 
when the in terest of the citizen dem ands it. 
I t m ust alw ays give relief in ail questions 
w here controversies arise betw een citizens 
or betw een th e  S tate  aud  a citizen: it m ust 
g ran t sudh relief as ex ists in the law  and  
the fac ts  w arran t.

This is clearly  a jud icia l question. H ere 
parties  seek to  com pel th e  paym ent of 
monies due. T here is no question th a t the 
monies is due by the S tate , aud is to be paid 
out of the S tate  treasu ry . The judiciary- 
then, having  the  pow er to exam ine the 
case, m ust tak e  iu to  consideration  all the 
questions th a t p erta in  to it. You can not 
deny  the jurisd iction , because th a t is 
vested—fixed; and  to  deny the ju ris 
diction  would be to  deny th e  r ig h t of 
every  citizen  to  urge his claim  betöre a 
court. Then, tak ing  jurisd iction  of the 
case, this comes s tr ic tly  w-ithiu the  line of 
equity . The cou rt will enforce th a t ju r is 
diction by  every  m eaus necessary to  m ake 
it effectual. T here is no lim it, no pow er, ex 
cept the sovereign ac t, prohibiting any  p a r
ticu la r case; w hich baa not been done in 
this. T here is no way of contro lling  the e x 
ercise of equ itab le  ju risd ic tio n  l a  the case 
o f R ay vs the A udito r aud  T reasure r, this 
co u rt la id  dow n a principle, and  g ran ted  an 
equitable  rem edy of re lief by injunction. 
I t  held th a t the S tate  owed a p rim ary  obliga
tion to  its  officers to  pay  them ; th a t the pay 
m ent w as a p a r t of the office itselt. I t  had 
no reference to  who m ight occupy any p a r 
ticu la r office, h u t the officer’s paym ent was 
provided for in the constitu tion ; aud  it was 
m andato ry  on th e  legislative dep a rtm en t of 
the governm ent to  provide the  m eans—a 
d u ty  w hich they  could no t es -ape w ithout 
becoming rec rean t in th e  discharge o f  th e ir 
obligations.

If  the L eg islatu re should  fa il—as in ti
m ated  by th e  A ttorney G eneral—to provide 
the m eans for th e  paym en t of tho public 
officers uuder the m andate of the constitu 
tion, it w ould be a t  once dec lared  an  in su r
gen t body and  dispersed. An in d ignan t 
public would no t heaitate long abou t dis
posing of any  persons who should take 
such a step  as’ th a t, because it would be so 
flag ran tly  in violation o f the  organic 
law. I t  would no t be to le ra ted  for 
a  mom ent. Suppose the  public m ight 
not take  th a t course, and  the L egislature 
should conclude th a t for a session or two, 
or for any  num ber o f sessions, it  should 
not provide for the paym ent, by the ra is 
ing o f a  revenue, o f tlie cu rren t expenses 
of the governm ent, scarce ly  one session 
would elapse before the governm ent w ould 
come to an  end. I f  th a t was to become the 
se ttled  policy of the L egislature, the mem 
bers who would em bark  in such a schem e 
would never find th e ir  places in the Legis
la tu re  a second tim e. So th a t, tak in g  any  
view of it, it  is no t a possible or supposable 
case th a t they  would ac t iu such a m anner.

The L egislature, how ever, has done n o th 
ing of th e  k ind  and  contem plates noth ing  
of th e  kind. I t  has m ade provision by 
m aking the necessary appropriations a t  the 
reg u la r session for th e  paym ent of the  offi
cers and th e  c u rren t expenses of the gov 
em inen t. I will here rem ark  it  is not 
enough th a t the L egislature m akes the 
appropriations; the re is ano ther du ty  
equa lly  b inding  aud  m andato ry  upon it, and  
from which it can  not escape w ithou t pro
ducing the very  consequences sought to be 
rem edied in th is proceeding. I t  m ust 
provide a  revenue sufficient to pay them . 
This is equally  as bindiug ou th e  Legisla 
tu re  as to m ake the appropriations. They 
ca n  escape neither obligation w ithou t being 
censu rab le  fof dere lic tion  o f  d u ty , and  
there is a rem edy to r it—and  it is not the 
only  rem edy th a t m ay be applied «other— 
th a t o f  su b stitu tin g  ano ther L eg islatu re, 
for th a t goes ou auy  w ay as provided for by 
the  constitu tion . H ere i3 an o th er in te r 
dict, ano ther inhib ition  on its aetiou. 
U ntil it provides for th is  m andatory  pro 
vision ot th e  constitu tion  a  sufficient 
revenue to  defray  the necessary  expenses 
c f  governm ent, a p a r t o f which is its own 
a t the reg u la r session, it can  not crea te  any  
o the r obligation nor provide any  o the r fund, 
and if it  should provide funds for the sa tis 
faction  of o the r dem ands w hich it should 
create , and  th e re  is found a deficiency, to 
the ex ten t of th a t deficiency the cou rt will 
in tervene  on applica tion  to  p rev en t its pay 
m ent. This, of itself, is sufficient to  a u th o r 
ize the ju d ic ia ry  to p roh ib it the paym ent.

T h a t is exactly  w hat th is cou rt has done 
in th e  case referred  to. B y decree of this 
court, it  p reven ted  the paym ent o f any 
o ther claim  un til.th o se  are  satisfied. This 
doctrine is founded on th e  p rim ary  obliga
tion w hich th e  S ta te  has im posed in th e  o r
ganic law . I t  is binding on tlie  L eg islatu re 
as well as on the judiciary  and  on 
every  public officer. W e are all bound 
alike by the provisions of the con
stitu tion . I am  inclined  to  th in k  
th a t the provisions of the constitu tion  
as s ta ted  by the A tto rney  G eneral is special
ly  applicable iu th e  enforcem ent o f th is 
view. A rticle 111 which provides th a t 
the Legislature shall c rea te  no d eb t w ithou t 
provid ing  m eans for th e  paym ent of the in 
te re s t and  the u ltim ate  ex tinc tion  o f the 
p rincipal o f th e  deb t in the ac t which 
crea tes it. T ha t is d irected  to  and is pro 
h ib ito ry  on th e  Legislature and  restric tive 
o f its pow er. The L eg islatu re is com
m anded to provide for these o ther expenses 
uo t by  m aking appropriations, for
th a t is not com pliance, th a t is sim 
p ly  .n d ischarge o f m in istera i d u ty
about w hich it is unnecessary  to  say  
w hether they  a re  com m anded to  do it a n 
nua lly  or not, because tbe constitu tion  has 
already  fixed the  am ount, and  the sim ple 
fac t th a t a t  the reg u la r session they  pass 
appropriation  bills is of very little  im por
tance: but it  is to  ra ise  the revenue th a t 
tb e  L eg isla tu re  is cha rged  w ith , and  th a t is 
a du ty  from  w hich it ta n  not escape. A fter 
tn e  L eg is la tu re  raised  a  sufficient revenue 
lo r th e  purpose o f d ischarg ing  those 
obligations w hich w ere im posed on  it 
a t  the da te  o f the adoption o f th e  
constitu tion , it then  m ay possibly crea te  
a  d eb t not above $ 11)0,000, p rovided it  
m akes provisions for the  paym ent of the 
in teres t and  also o f the p rinc ipal a t  
m atu rity .

th a n  those expenses w hich the  constitu tion  
has provided for; and, consequently , th e  de 
ficiency now is charged entirely , or alm ost 
en tire ly , to  those constitu tional dem ands. 
T h a t, o f itse lf, is an  a t ta c k  on the  organic 
s tru c tu re , w hich, if  successful, will subvert 
the governm ent and  place the revenues 
w hich have been derived  from taxa tion  in 
o the r hands than  those w hich the constitu 
tion has directed. I t  is. therefore, unconstitu 
tional on th a t ground w ithout v io lating  anv 
provision or le tte r of the  constitu tion . I t  
is void because it a ttac k s  th e  existence of 
governm ent itself, and  is a d irec t assau lt on 
all th is  legislation which takes a revenue in 
any  othei direction  than  th a t w hich the 
constitu tion  has d irected; it is a violation of 
tlie constitu tion  itse lf w ithou t infringing  
th e  le tte r  o f any  of its provisions.

The A ttorney G eneral spoke of the ju d i
c iary  m ak ing ’ laws. C ourts do not m ake 
laws, bu t they  w ill no t allow the Legisla
tu re  to  make law s which violate the consti
tution.

This question has excited  the atten tion  of 
the  A m erican people, and  has been the sub 
ject ot judicia l inqu iry  iu New York and 
Illinois, which I know specially  about. Iu 
New Y'ork, in the C ourt o f E rro rs  aud A p 
peals, in the ease o f  the people ex rel. N el
son K . H opkins, controller, vs. the board 
of supervisors of tlie coun ty  o f  Kings, 
Ju d g e  Allen set aside an  assessm ent by 
which $7,000,000 was to  go in to  the tre as 
u ry  of the S tate  of New York for purposes 
no t provided for hi the  constitu tion . 
H e annulled  tbe ac t. aud  is very  
fu ll and exp lic it in  se tting  forth  
th a t th is is a jud icia l question—the power 
of the Legislature to dispose o f  the rev 
enues or to  levy  tax  for th e  purpose o f 
creating  a revenue where there was a lirni 
ta tion  (as in our constitu tion), aud  w here it 
was not necessary for the cu rren t expenses 
of the governm ent. That is the substance 
of the decision, ia New York, by  the 
C ourt of E rro rs and  A ppeals—the h igh 
es t legal tr ib u n a l in the S tate. In  Iili- 
nois. the Suprem e C ourt o f th a t S tate 
recently  passed on a cs.-e announcing the 
doctrine th a t the th ird  holders of bonds 
could not plead auy  of these defenses where 
the law had transcended  its  constitu tional 
Dower in its enactm ent, o r w here it had 
been illegally enacted: th a t tlie bondhold 
ers, being tliird  persons, could not enforce 
th e ir  elaim to have a tax  levied for the p ay 
m ent o f the cu rren t interest.

I cite those cases for the purpose of show 
ing the cu rren t of the judicial mind iu this 
coun try  on these questions. I t  is showu iu 
those S tates th a t the jud ic ia ry  has not been 
slow to arrest tho action of th e  Legislature 
w here it has been trifling  with tho publie 
tru s t reposed in it.

From  these considerations I reach  the 
conclusion th a t th is  fund being in  the S tate  
treasu ry  and there being  no special pur
pose, a lthough there seem s to be an act 
w hich authorizes the T reasu re r to purchase 
the bonds for w hich this m oney has been 
applied to  the paym ent of in terest, tlie very 
fa. t t i a t  th e re  is a su rp lus the re  show's 
th a t there is no special use for it. I t  is iu 
the tieasury . A nd even if  it w ere 
the re  to  be applied a t  some fu tu re  
tim e to the paym ent of some debt 
not as U nding as those before th e  cou rt in 
th is  case, I would still hold th a t those 
claim s Must be paid, and  the decree of the 
cou rt will p ro tec t the T reasu re r aga inst 
anything th a t might be u rged hereafter.

The nandam us is m ade perem ptory , d i
rec ting  :he T reasu re r to pay those dem ands 
and  all others of a sim ilar ch a rac te r out of 
this fund.

The fallowing petition  has been tiled:
E d w trd  Booth vs. C ity  of New O rleans.— 

P la in tif  prays for an in junction  restra in ing  
defeudm ts from  collecting the p ark  tax , 
and  tin t  the ac t assessing them  be declared 
uucons itu tionai.

B uf th e re  is an o th er question in consider
ing th a t sub jec t th a t m ust be tak en  ;n con
sidera tion . T he ta x in g  pow er has a lim it. 
A lthough th e  constitu tion , in te rm s, does 
not lim it th e  pow er o f taxation , ye t th e  
righ ts  of p roperty  and  o f persons’!',am a 
h arrie r  aga inst unlim ited taxation . I t  can not 
1)J urged  th a t should they  levy tw enty-five 
per cen t tax . they  can do so sim ply because 
the  constitu tion  does no t lim it th e ir  pow er 

Lssessmont. W hat was con tem plated  by 
th e  constitu tion  and  th e  pow er conferred  
by  th a t in s trum en t on th e  L eg islatu re is its 
contro lling  d iscre tion  over the am ount ot 
expenses th a t  w ere fixed in th a t in s trum en t. 
And the L eg islatu re, seeing th a t au abuse 
had  been m ade of th e  pow er of tax a tio n , 
and  the  creation  o f deb ts w ithout any  limit, 
saw  fit to  subm it to  the people o f 
Louisiana a  provision to  be incor
pora ted  in ;tie  constitu tion  th a t when 
adopted  w ould p rohib it th*  creation  
o f a  d eb t above a  ce rta in  lim it. T h a t lim 
ita tion  was adop ted  on the s ix th  ot Novem
ber, 1S70.

Tue Suprem e C ourt, in considering  the  
effect of th a t prohibition, s ta ted  th a t the 
expenses provided for by the constitu tion  
itse lf were not in th e  na tu re  of a  deb t, and  
although  th e  d eb t m ay exceed the  lim it for 
o ther purposes, yet those dem ands m ust he 
m et and paid. I f  it should tu rn  out a t any 
time to  be a fac t th a t none of this deb t 
exceeded the lim itation  of $“5,000.000, 
and the re w ere dem ands for cu rren t 
expenses th a t had been provided for a t the 
adoption cf the constitu tion  itse lf  which had  
no t been paid, then tbe d eb t by th a t lim ita 
tion would necessarily  be com pelled to be 
reduced so as to allow  paym ent of the cu r
ren t expenses, and  th a t is the very  difficulty 
here.

The trouble and d istress and fhe financial 
condition o f Louisiana do not result from 
the refusal or inability  on th e  p a r t o f the 
people to  pay the  taxes im posed upon them. 
The taxes have been collected and  have 
been placed in the S ta te  treasu ry , b u t 
have been applied to  the extinction  of o ther

F irst D istrict Coiirt.
Stat? vs. H .C . B eldam —O btain ing  money 

un d er false pretenses. P lea of not gu ilty . ’
Stat» vs. J a k e  H aberlin .—R obbery. Sen

tence—Two years in S tate  P en iten ti’aary .
S tate vs. Jam es A. Redon.—C arry ing  a 

com eaed  weapon. F ine oi $5.
State vs. George T. Converse.—Embezzle- 

m en ;. »»a tr ia l and adjourned to  M onday.
F ilth  D istrict C ouru

T h e  ollow ing decision has been rendered  
by Judge Cullom:

S tateof Louisiana oa  the  relation  o f M ary 
W illlans lo r habeas corpus vs. Edw ard  
W e b b -F if th  D istric t C ourt, parish  of O r
leans, Jo. 5027.—The re la to r in th is  case is 
the m otier of an only  child, nam ed Jam es 
Ames, torn in O ctober, A. D. 1864. She re 
la tes th it E dw ard  W ebb, a  residen t of this 
c ity , ha* said  child  iu his possession, aud  
th a t he illegally  and  aga inst her w ill and 
cousent w ithholds it  from her. no tw ith 
standing she has am icably  requested  him 
to re tim  it  to  her. She fu rth e r relates th a t 
the fatler of h e r child  is dead , and  th a t she 
is en titl 'd  to its  custody. She asks for a 
w rit of habeas corpus, and  the delivery  and  
guaruiaish ip  o f the child . The court has 
jurisd icio i.. Cool. Con. Lim., p. 16, an a  
referenes  the re cited. The necessary  affi
dav it is ittac h ed . aud  th e  o rder issued No
vember;",. direetdd according  to  law. Ser
vice thireof having  been m ade, E dw ard  
W ebb cane forw ard, producing  the child  in 
open cotrt, and  answ ering  to  the order of 
the eoirt, acknow ledged the  custody of 
Jam es Ames, and as p a r t of his answ er pro
duced aid offered in evidence an artic le  of 
indeutuB  d raw n  up in this c ity  on the 
tw en ty -burth  of Ju ly , A. D. 1867, •• w itness
ing  th a . io r  d ivers and  good causes and 
cousiderations, Joseph A. M ower, B revet 
M ajor General, a ssistan t com m issioner o f 
the Btreau ot F reedm en for the S tate  o f 
Louisiaia, ac ting  as guard ian , did bind aud  
pu t Janes  Ames, an  orphan, of M ary W ash
ington  (now W illiam s), colored, freedm an. 
to  le an  the a rt , trade , m yste ry  o r occu
pation  of b lacksm ith ," etc., •• the said 
Jam es Ames to dwell and  continue w ith 
said  E rw ard  W ebb, bis executors o r adm in
is tra to r ,. from the day  of the da te  hereof 
until tte lu ll end aud term  of fifteen y ears,"  
etc. Tie usual s tipulations follow. This 
docum m t bears the s ignatu res o f E dw ard  
W ebb, »y bis m ark , M ary W ashington , by 
her m .rk. ami is "approved  by o rder of 
B revet Major G eneral J .  A. Mower, assist
a n t cuum issioner Bureau^ of Refugees, 
F rechnen an d  A bandoned Lands, S ta te  «»; 
Louisiaia; L. O. P a rk e r , Second L ieu ten 
a n t. F rs t United S tates In fan try , ac ting  
A ssistait A d ju tan t G eneral,"  iu  th*  p re s 
ence of "L. Jo lissain , A. S. A. Com ..” e tc ., 
parish  o f O rleans. Across the la ce  of this 
docuunnt I find the following superscrip 
tion  ii red ink: “ I hereby agree to  tho 
term s of th is  inden tu re. M ary W ashing
ton, h e  m ark .”

M an  W ashington , now  W illiam s, being« 
sw oru jstated  on the tr ia l o f th is  ease th a t 
she kn,w noth ing  of the rea l na tu re  of the 
artic le  of inden tu re , which she confessed 
►  fie signed: th a t she had a  g rea t affection 
for a n i confidence in th e  wife of Edw ard  
W ebb,and though t she was consenting  to 
le t her.and  her alone, have  tbe child; th a t 
it neve* was in tim ated  to  her th a t th e  »>!v , 
iect of the ac t was to p lace it under th e  
» are  aid  keeping of W ebb, and  to  tak*- it 
»•ntireh f;o:n her; th a t had  sho been in- j 
form ed of its  real object, as now Tor th e  
first tine m ade known to her, she would 
never hive signed it : th a t the  wife of Web!», 
to  w hon she iufonded to confide her ch ild , 1 
has sines departed  life: th a t  it w as a long 
tim e before sue learned  th a t she was dead , 
and  tin t, as soon as a know ledge J 
o f The fac t reached her, she cam * j 
fo r an d  daim ed her child; says she has tie 
o ther, ami thinks it h ard  if  her ignorance 
of w hat *he was doing w hen th e  inden tu re  
w as signed, is to  avail one in whose veins 
no t on? drop of k indred  blood flows, an d  
deprive a m other of all the felic ity  she is 
en titled  to by the fiat o f  n a tu re , de riva file 
from  tie  consolations o f - an only  ch ild . 
W ebb states that he lias had  the care of th e  
child  from the very daw n of its  ex istence , 
and  t in t  his infant eyes first opened upon 
the light of this w orld under his rook th a t 
he has Earned to love him as he would his 
own; tha t he has supplied him w ith every 
com to r. and  given him every  educational 
advantage th a t a  lad  of his years conhl 
avail him self of. The child  testified tha t 
W ebb was kind and  affectionate: th a t h

of th e  advan tages  o f a  perm anen t) rep u b 
lican governm ent. ..  . .

The S outhern S ta tes  had  been divided into 
m ilitary  d epartm en ts , and  the G enerals a s 
signed to  each o i these w ere invested  w ith 
adequate  au th o rity  to  do w hatever necessity  
d ic ta ted  to  enforce the  au th o rity  ot the 
U nited S ta tes an d  to  p ro tec t th e  new ly  en 
franchised. The freedm en who had  hu t re 
cen tly  been m ade th e  w ards of th e  nation, 
w ere provided for by special laws, ar.d by 
tbe creation  of tbe B ureau  of Freedm en. 
This in s titu tion  had  its  cen tre  in W ashing 
tou city , w hich w as superin tended  by an 
appoin tee for th a t purpose. I ts  subdivisions 
w ere p rom ptly  estab lished  in the  Southern 
S tates, and, am ong others, one iu Louisiana. 
An ass is tan t com m issioner was sen t to  each 
of these S tates, and  G eneral M ower was 
charged w ith  the du ties of th a t office here. 
The ac ts  of Congress estab lish ing  th is bu 
reau  contain  the m ere ou tliu eso f th e  routine 
of its duties. I  have ca refu lly  exam ined them 
w ith a view to discovering the e x ten t of the 
au th o rity  and  pow er given to  it, aud  find no 
m ention m â;îA of any  rig h t to  apprentice 
even colored children . I n ex t sough t lor 
inform ation from  distingu ished  officers ot 
the arm y now locat' d here. They could 
give me none. I then  w rote to  G eneral 
Tow nsend, iu the  D istric t ot Colum bia, who 
being, as I understood, in charge  oi the 
bureau , I thou g h t m igh t fu rn ish  me the  de 
sired inform ation, f ie  has not been heard  
from. Thus, unable to  find the rules and 
regulations of tins pecu lia r departm en t 
i  dete im ined  to  exam ine the aritc le  
o t inden tu re  u n d er th e  sanction  of 
the  law s of Louisiana. D uring  the Strug 
gle through  which we have ju s t  passed , it 
was frequen tly  found necessary to invest 
the m ilitary  au tho rities w ith  ce rta in  civil 
functions. They as frequen tly  exercised 
them , and  as often as the valid ity  of th e ir 
ac ts was called in judicial question  the Su
prem e Court o f th is  S ta te  recognized the ir 
au tho rity . Indeed it w ent so fa r  as to de 
elare th a t it w ould, ex-officio, take  notice of 
some o f th e ir  o rders. T hus I find th a t the 
ab s tra c t question of legal pow er to perform  
some civil functions wa3 d u ly  recognized.
I therefore conclude th a t G eneral M ower 
probably had  the au th o rity  to  apprentice 
children, a lthough  tins is is essen tia lly  a 
civil p rerogative. B u t the question arises, 
how w as he te  exercise th is  au th o rity  ! 
W as it to be done under the ac ts  of Con
gress ! They give him no au tho rity . W as 
it to  be done according  to  the ru les aud 
regulation» ot the bead of the b u reau  for 
Ireedm eu ! Then I can  find none w hatever 
*m th e  subject. W as it to be done only ac 
cording to  tho d ic tation  of his ow n w ill ? 
Then th is  w ou ld  be recognizing an a rb i
tra ry  pow er and  ru le  which a re  pecu lia r to  
an  u n res tra ined  d ic tato rsh ip , and which are 
a t  w ar w ith a republican  theo ry  o f g overn 
m ent. W hile I recognize bis possible a u 
tho rity , I am  forced to conclude th a t it was 
his d u ty  to  exercise it according to  the law s 
of th is State. Such a course is usual. I t 
then  becomes necessary for me to determ ine 
w hat these laws are.

A rticle 165, Civil Code, provides th a t “ the 
regulations, m anner an d  mode according  to 
which persons m ay be bound to  serve, 
e ith e r as apprentices or otherw ise, a re  p re 
scribed by  special law s.” T he special law s 
pertinen t to  th is  ease a re  found in R ay 's 
R evised S ta tu tes, beginning a t  section 
seventy, which reads as follows: "A ny  
person who m ay bind him self be bound 
as an  appren tice o r inden ted  servan t, ia 
any a rt , m ystery  or occupation, or as a  ser
van t for the purpose of o rd inary  labor, 
shall be bound to serve the tim e expressed  
in his inden tu re, subjec t to  tbe following 
provisions and  exceptions:” Section sev
enty-one—“ If  tbe p arty  bound be under 
the age of tw enty-one years  he m ust be 
bound by and w ith  the  assent o f his parent 
or tu to r, or in case the re  be no such person 
in tlie parish  w here he resides, then  by tbe 
M ayor of the c ity  of New O rleans, if  he 
reside in the palish  of O rleans, or by the 
parish  judges o f th e ir  respective parishes 
th roughou t the S ta te .” Section seventy- 
five— * "P ro v id es  alw ays, th a t if tile
p a rty  so hound as aforesaid be uuder the 
age of tw enty  one years, lie m ust be bound 
w ith the assen t o t his p aren t, tu to r or eu 
ra to r,"  etc. Section seventy-six—“ All in 
den tu res  shall be signed and delivered  by 
the  con trac ting  parties in the presence o f 
tw o  w itnesses, one o f whom shall be e ith e r 
the paren t, tu to r  o r  c u ra to r  (if such exist), 
before tb e  M ayor or jud g e , as herein pro- j 
t  ided: and  it the p a rty  inden ted  tias no 
paren t, tu to r or cu ra to r and  is not of suffi
c ien t age and  unders tand ing  to  consent 
and  sign for him self, then  the M ayor or 
iudge. as the ease m ay be, shall sign  the 
inden tu re for him ." Then follows the form, 
w hich, on "comparison, B lind to be alm ost 
en tire ly  iden tical, in every  p articu lar, w ith 
the artic le  o f inden tu re  before me.

This circum stance serves to  convince me 
th a t G eneral Mower ac ted , or in tended  to 
ac t. u nder the law s o f Louisiana. H as he 
done so! In  the  first place, the ehiid  in 
den ted  was not an o rphan , having  its 
m other living and  present, a t  the time; 
w hereas tlie caption  o f tlie pu rpo rted  con
tr a c t reads as follows : “ In d en tu re  for 
orphan ch ild ren .” In tiie second place, 
wtiile the a rtic le  pu rpo rts  to  have been 
m ade betw een Joseph A. M ower, B revet 
M ajor G eneral, ass is tan t com m issioner of 
the B ureau of F reedm en for tbe .State of 
Louisiana, and  E dw ard  W ebb, it was signed 
by W ebb and M ary W ashington  as the con
trac tin g  parties, aud  was approved, not by 
G eneral Mower himself, bu t by L. ( ». P arker, 
second lieu tenan t. F irs t U nited S tates In 
fan try , ac ting  A ssistant A d ju tan t G en
eral. By th e  stipu lations and  rec ita ls  of tbe 
con trac t the m other w as no p a r ty  to  it. H er 
signatu re  to  it as one of th e  con trac ting  
parties is one o the r circum stance serv ing  to 
convince me th a t it w as in tended  to be 
d raw n  up under tlie laws I have a lready  
quoted . Else w hy should G eneral Mower 
not have signed it as th e  “ guard ian  o f  the 
orphan Jam es Am es!” A nd w hy, if  he had 
au th o rity  to  inden t him, did he lind it nec
essary  to procure th e  m other’s signature?
Iu the th ird  place, the re  is bu t one w itness 
to  the act, w hereas the law  requ ired  two. 
The indorsem ent in red  ink, to w it: “ I  here
by ag ree  to the term s of th is  indenture; 
Alary W ashington, her m ark ,”  is nof shown 
to have been signed l>y her. nor w as it  
shown th a t she  knew  an y th in ?  w h a t
ever abou t it . T here was no a tte s tin g  w it
ness as to  its  correctness, and  I am convincetl 
th a t in rea lity  she knew  noth ing  a b o u t i t .
It. too, serves to  convince me th a t the ob 
ject w as to m ake it conform  to the laws of 
this State. Sections seventy-one and  seven
ty-five of R ay ’s R evised S ta tu tes requ it

ta le ia told.

A SONG O F S P A N IS H  G h O B '«

BY WILLIAM O. s tO D D A R » .

C aught on th e  sea  and allot on G)® shor* * 
s  a.1 it ». M aria* T hero w ere b u t four.
T n l  w h a f  w a l that but a n , * r e , W  

A bite before lunch or a beggar a w i'.u  tf.
To sou ls w hoaejhunger clam ored for more.
T he ea sie st v ictory  under the sun.
W ith no d aauat ot an answ ering gun.

Steam  and speed, an h o u r’s quick  sailmR  
The rebels the w h ile th eir doom bew ain

And then  Spain’s  m ercy, aud a ll w as ueut.
Glory enough  for out- goldeu day,
W ith blood to  fo llow  and no oe.lay l k n

To rutile our pride o’er th e  blow w e d j d
But w e know  how  th e  hearts m  th e  h ills  w ouiu

When**they heard how  prom pt w as our Spanish  
w ay.

Man or w om an, or you ng or old, 
o n  shore or s e a -  w h ile w e keep  our hold,

And Spain’s on th e  e v e r  f a i t h f  ul island.
Rich p lantation  and rugged lngiilanfl 

There'll he dead to eouut w heu th*
Blood has dropped like a  tropic rain
O’er the long path worn by the feet o f  Spain,

Blood to the lips and the h o rse s  brid es  
Bv the shrines o f freedom and other ,uois,

And auy color but red w ere a  stain.
Caught O il tho sea aud sh ot on the ;
•Twas a m erchant steam er and n oth in g mors,

Aud we w ere true to our ancien t glory ,
And w e added y et a chai m to the story,

That Cuba's rein-Is m ay shudder o er.

An OflkHnnd Picture o f  the N ational « a p -  
ita l.

BY WALT WHITMAN.

Room for the  F o rty -th ird  Congress! A p
p roaching  (and m any a lready  here ,, J"ie 
m akers ot th e  national law s and  ot th e  all- 
im portan t ru les of finance and  com m erce 
atid tax a tio n  w ill soon form ally  convene in 
th e ir  g rea t room s of lilac and gold. I  ne 
close-»* b au d  session of 1873-4 is being p re 
pared , and the re  are  Iresh ca rpets , new  and  
more num erous desks, aud  an  ac tive  arm y 
of pa in ters, ca rp en te rs  an d  upno lsterers, 
raising  d u s t and  noise, au d  m aking realty , 
or ra th e r  finishing up, in every  p a r t ol the 
g ran d  edifice.

Tho spectacle is a significant one. r ro rn  
busy New E n g lan d , w ith  its fac tories, fish
eries. teem ing villages and  tow ns; from t.ie 
w ealthy  au d  populous E m pire S tate; from 
P ennsy lvan ia, reg ion  ot iron  an d  coal and  
oil; from  Ohio aud  th e  p ra irie  S tates, anil 
the S tates th a t  the la rge  lakes lave; from 
M issouri and  K ansas; trom  California and  
the broad lands tow ard  the  w estern  shore, 
and  from  V irginia, Tennessee aud  Texas, 
aud  th e  regions ot co tton  an d  sugar; trom  
all the fa r  and  sep ara te  p a r ts  am i localities, 
A tlan tic , Pacific, M ississippi valley, and  so 
dow n to  th e  M exican G ult, come w ending 
th e ir  w ay to  C apitol H ill th e  R epresen ta
tives o f the people, aud  the  Senators ot this 
peerless repub lic  of ours, now approaching , 
in all m ajesty  and  prosperity , th e  cen ten 
n ia l of its  b ir th  and  grow th .

And w hile in te re s t an d  a tten tio n  are so 
g enera lly  d irected  to  th e  forthcom ing ses
sion o f Congress (intensified by th e  C uban 
new s and  tb e  financial problem s), and  w hile 
th e re  a re  so m any readers  to  whom an  off
hand  descrip tion  of th e  c u rre n t scenes ot 
the national edifice w ould he new  aud  op
portune , we feel sure th e  following por
tra itu re  o f some ol' these scenes, and  of tlie 
g rea t hall of the Capitol, an d  a  c h a ra c te r 
istic d eba te  in it, will be acceptable to all. 
O ur ob ject is to  ta k e  th e  reader, as it were, 
personally  w ith  us (never m inding the  w et 
n ight), ascend th e  steps, and , ou t o f th e  
infinite and  varied  shows w hich are alw ays 
to  be offered by a longer o r sh o rte r  session 
of the houses, select one occupying from 
tw o to  th ree  hours, the view  o f w hich, as 
we p resen t it, w ill give a  fair inkling  bo th  
of the  build ing  aud  the m ethods of legisla 
tion.

id
th a t if  the p a rty  hound be under the age of 
tw enty-one years  he m ust be bound by and 
w ith  th e  assen t ot his paren t. Now. if  G en
era l Mower rea lly  had any  pow er to  b;m l 
Jam es Ames, why w as it though t necessary  
to  have the igno ran t m other signify her 
ag reem ent to  the inden tu re  ! A gain, it will 
be observed th a t she bad signed it  as one of 
th e  con trac ting  parties, aud  w hi d id  not 
That suffice to show  her approva l ! C learly  
because the specifications and  stipu lations 
had  m ade no m ention  o r  allusion  to  her as 
being  a p arty  to  the co n trac t. I t was. 
the refo re , though t h e r sig n a tu re  a t the b o t
tom  of it h ad  no g rea te r binding effect upon 
h er than  upon any  o the r s tran g e r to  the in 
den tu re . H er p.-.«ent Was ind ispensab le 
u n d er the law  iiini lienee Jhe iudorsc-mcut 
in  question.

Thus review ed, I am  o f opinion th a t th;« 
unhappy re la to r never d id  give her assen t 
to  th e  p retended  apprenticeship  of her ch ild . 
R ay’s Revised S ta tu tes , sections seven ty  
one and  seventy-five. That Jam es Amt s 
not having  been an o rp h an  G eneral Mower 
had no pow er to  bind him by  an artic le  o f 
inden tu re . T h a t a* had no ju risd iction  in 
tli*  east». Coo*. Con. L im .. *1318, ;.fi 
B arry  vs. M ercein .ê  H ow ard, UT1. *
T hat adm itting  h* had  th e  au th o rity  it 
should have been exercised u nder th*  »auc
tions ot the  law s of Louisiana, w hich, it fs 
evident, was not done. I couclude. th e re 
fore. th a t tbe re la to r is en titled  t»  her ch ild , 
an d  it  is accordingly so ordere»!.

•T l?  t ä t e  a g lass ot y o u r d iv ine n ec ta r,”  
said  a you n g  m an in a lager beer saloon th*

_ ___ ___  __ _ o th e r d a y . “ V at eest dot?1* asked  th e  w aiter.
calls him fa ther and loves him as such, J>re- • w ant a goblet d ra in .o f the ex trac t o f the
le rring  to live with hi in. 1 s

Such is the substance of the evidence. a a
The question involved in this investiga

tion  is: Is the act o f inden tu re  m ade by 
G eneral Mower valid! I f  nut. the m other 
is en titled  to t ’ae custody of her chi!«!, and  
if it is, the courts can give her no relict.

D uring the existence of slavery  in Lou
isiana, t'ue separation of the child , under 
ten years of age by the ow ner from the 
m other, was prohibited. A t the date  of this 
inden tu re  the child was not four years old. 
nor has it reached its te n th  yet. A t th a t 
tim e we w ere living under a  provisional 
governm ent in rea lity , while ̂ .having m any

som niferous hop.*' * \Ye fon 't gots heein,” 
answ ered the  w a ite r . “ N um bskull, b ring  

ass of Tager*" The w aiter w ent to 
the b ark e ep er and  inform ed him th a t a 
crazy  m an w anted  a glass of beer, b u t did 
not know  how to' ask  for it. “ I kess he 
fo n t  mooch E nglish  sp eak ,"  said the b a r 
keeper. Most everybody thou g h t th e  b a r 
keeper w as right.

Do ships in A rctic seas, engaged in  seal 
fishing, sail under sealed orders?

Of all who v isit W ashington  p robab ly  
n ine-tenths go aw ay  w ithou t ever g e ttin g  a t 
tbe rea l c h a rac te r an d  points ot the public 
buildings. T he Capitol m ust be seen a t 
n igh t, well li t  up. He or she who lias not 
seen it  lias no t fu lly  seen it a t  all. I t  may 
ajso be said  th a t the m ost characteristic  
session o f the R epresen ta tives is one of those 
m eetings which occur tow ard  the end of 
the session, con tinued  a f te r  dark , on some 
im p o rtan t, w ell-contested topic. V ery d if
feren t are they  from the dull and  prosy day  
sessions. Then eve ry th in g  jum ps: the
speeches are  sh o rt and  sharp ; every  eye is 
on the w atch, and  the place is fu ll of uerv, 
and  m agnetism . I t  is. therefore, to  such : 
n igh t session and  such a debate in th e  past 
th a t we  invite the read er to  accom pany us.

All p a rts  of the C apitol—ro tu n d a ,’ cor
ridors. s ta irw ays, w ith the H ouse and  Sen
ate  cham bers, an d  the basem ent sto rv  
below —look superb ly  when b rillian tly  lit 
up—v ery  different from  th e ir  dim  ap p ear
ance by day. T hey all need a  good dea l of 
m inute study . By day th e  la rgest p ropo r
tion o f th e  in te rio r w ork is lost, being  in 
places w here it is too d ark  to  see its fine 
design aud  finish and surpassing  beau ty  of 
color. Indeed, it is in th is  la tte r  p a rticu la r 
of color th a t the in teriors of the Capitol 
get th e ir bast effects. P len tifu l gas ligh t 
has a  m agical resu lt upon all. T h ink  of the 
difference in  a  th e a tre  an d  all its  scenery  
w he the r you view  it by n igh t o r by  d ay  ; 
oniy here every th ing  is pertee t aud  genuine 
w ork and m aterial, and no sham .

Passing dow n P ennsy lvan ia  avenue an d  
en tering  the C apitol g rouuds. the fiist th ing  
th a t s trikes one is th e  flag, beau tifu l and  
sp iritua l, up alo ft the re , ’out of th e  d a rk 
ness, floating lovely as a  d ream , tran slu cen t 
th e  red  s tripes, w ith th e  spangled  blue am t 
th e  w hite s ta rs  illum inated , delica te, very 
s ingu la r am i clear, w hile all below is a mass 
o f shade. D ur flag looks well anyw here, 
bu t is never seen to  m ore ad v an tag e  than  
beam ing in the  darkness, as if  em anating  
its  own light above the g rea t d usky  ouf- 
lines of th e  arch itec tu re  of the Capitol.

W e ascend the steps. T ake it le isurely, 
for there are  several long flights. The ro 
tu n d a  m akes a  fine show- to n ight. T here 
a re  groups of people a round  the old pic
tu res in the panels. The dom e tow ers in 
1rs unsurpassedly  perfec t proportions, and  
you stop to  look a t th e  A m erican m ytho l
ogy frescoed on the ceiling.

You pass along th rough  the old hall o f 
the H ouse of R ep re sen ta tiv es—now begin
n ing  to  be peopled w ith s ta tues, su rrounded  
by the heavy colum ns o f  m ottled  m arble, 
and overlooked by a  colossal and  helm eted  
L ib erty —and  en tering  the  new sou th  wmg 
of the building ano ther generation  m akes 
itse lf a t  once apparen t. Y ou first notice 
th e  pavem ents you a te  tre ad in g  o n . e n 
caustic  tiles; po ttery . in  »»lor* b u rn t iu— 
cream , g ray , dun, b lue yellow , e tc ., w ith  
figures, expand ing  leaves, centre-pieces 
tessellations—very  beau tifu l—all th rough  
the  passages. You scan th e  g rea t w indow  
and door fram es of bronze, and  s ta ir  railings 
leading  below, and  chandeliers, aud broad  
m arble balustrades, tn tb e r  w hite or flecked 
wish salm on hues or chocolate or pale blue.

You s tand  a long w hile To look a t  th e  s u 
perb  and  m assive s ta ircase  th a t ascends to 
the  gallery  of the House of R epresentatives, 
and  a longer w hile a t  E m anuel Lentz 's 
g rea t pa in ting  in freine» up the re  on the 
w all, in tended  to  illu s tra te  »he idea, “ W e st
w ard  the s ta r  of n u ] if* tak es  its  w ay ," an 
in: mi gaun t tra in  on rhe ridges of the Rocky 
m ountains. You view both sta ircase  am i 
p ic ture from  m any points, and  feel th a t you 
w ill have  come again  to  rea lly  absorb  them  
You look up and you look dow n and  reakze 
th a t here is rea l g ran d eu r, real a rch itec tu re  
real a r t , an d  th a t a lto g e th er it is a b o u t as 
much as Tou can hohl lor Ihe nonce. Take 
in weil th is  spo t—the m arble, th e  fresco, 
the  inass of colors, the g rea t balustrade, the 
palish, tbe spaciousness and  finish, the 
forms s o ire e , th e  im perial lines and curves 
fo r you will never m eet th e ir  superiors. ’ 

As before sa id , we can  not b e tte r  *iv*. 
th a t specim en sam ple w h > h  p robab le bes* 
illu s tra tes  life in the huge .sh ite  palace o r * 
i-.ipitoi Hill th an  by fam ish ing  our rea d e rs , 
as we now- proceed t*  do, w ith a  runniir«  
pen and  ink sketch  (taken on the spot) o? 
a busy n ig h t session in the House o f Rep
resen ta tives, tow ard  th e  close of a la te  Con 
g iess, com prising a hot d eba te  on the  pro 
posed i n te rna l re venue ta x  bill. The H ouse 
Las resolved itse lf into com m ittee of the 
whole on am endm ents, to  get the bill in to  
shape. Oi course, th e  friends o f th e  various 
in terests  and  p roducts rep resen ted  in d if
feren t sections are  all on the a le rt, aa " te a t 
pecun iary  values a re  a t s take . (All comes 
back a t  la st to  p roducts and  tav 
lu e  speeches a re  s tr ic tly  lim ited 
ten  m inu tes—or perhaps five—and  
jang of the  gavel-ham m er, a 

verge of the in s tan t, comes dow n 
n ines w ith  ludicrous effect.

3 ) .

to  
the 
the 

some- 
H onorable

of a  w hole session a re  concen tra ted  in th, 1 
m eetings of th e  la s t te n  days, and  especial),
those  a t  n ig h t.

W e have en te re d  from  th e  upper lobby 
th ro u g h  noiseless doors, opened pjr us j ,  
s ilen t doorkeepers. W e a re , in our part, jj 
shadow, up  a t  one en d  of th e  gallery of s 
v a s t an d  p e rfec tly  p ropo rtioned  squate 
room, here  a t  n ig h t y e t m ore resplendam 
th a n  day , w hile  no t a  lig h t is visible. ()t 
comes from  th e  roof, th ro u g h  ground glass.,
A t a ’guess fo r size, we shou ld  judge th» 
r o o m  t<> be 120 fee t long, 100 wide and 45 
Rich. B u t th e  lig h t—such  p lentifu l, stron. 
floods, y e t so so tt ! T he galleries aroun! 
us a re  fu ll—th e  m en 's  g a lle ry  a jam. a, 
we look a ll a round  an d  d r in k  in the specta. 
cle we have  a  satisfied  sense o f col«r—gold 
violet, d rab , and  so on. O ver the Speaker’̂  
sea t a re  crossed tw o  A m erican  flag«, span 
new  aud  ra th e r  g arish . (C ou ldn 't they find 
some old b a ttle  flags to  p u t tlu-re that had i 
associations?) On vne side iH a full length j 
p ic tu re  of W ash ing ton , an d  on the other of |  
L a fay e tte .

As we said , th e  ta x  bill and  its internal j 
revenue provisions a re  u n d e r discussion jj f 
short, lim ited  speeches. T hings .are noisy j 
aud  colloquial. Amid th e  dm  we hear the
ac ting  cha irm an  m um ble  rap id ly  about an 
am endm en t to  an  am en d m en t, etc. A rnifi. 
d ie-aged ac tin g  c le rk , d oub tless  one of th« 
best fellow s iu th e  w orld , b u t w ith a voice 
like a  horse, rea d s  aw ay  w hat the luemben 
send up to  him  by the nim ble-footed pages- 
tb e ir  am endm ents, add itions , etc.

B u t. leav ing  am endm en ts  and  clerk and 
cha irm an , we a re  d raw n , fasc inated  to give 
our first a tte n t io n  to th e  room and its fit. 
ineuts. Is it no t m ost rich  a n d  spacious! 
Look a t  th e  panels, the  fram es, the color 
(here b reak  in som e tim id  yeas, and then a 
long, ro lling  sto rm  of no-o !) Off up in the 
galleries, especially  th e  fu r th e r  corner«, 
deep, re liev in g  shadow s—(the  gentleman 
from  V erm ont)—the re , dow n below a great 
c h a tte r  au d  confusion; th e  g reen  doors with 
w hite  knobs, as th e y  c o n tin u a lly  and noise
lessly  open, e v id en tly  le ad  to all sorts of 
rich ly  fu rn ished  a p a r tm e n ts  for the luxu
rious use o f m em bers. (M ore thin yeas 
and  an o th e r tem p est of nays.)

The ce iling  overh ead  a t t r a c ts  ua, full of 
urn ished  and  dead  g ilt, inside an  area ot 

panels of a s tra l g lass, th e  o u ts ide  panels 
opaque, g ilt, ca rv ed , a u d  w i’h drooping, 
h eavy  knobs. (B an g ! bang  ! l,m:g ' :rom 
the ac tin g  ch a irm a n ’s ham m er. 00k you. 
a  m em ber is sp eak in g  »here, h a : t hand
holding  th e  big p r in ted  ta x  1 .Tight 
hand  in  his tro n se rs  pocke t. Everybody 
flies to  read ing  o r ta lk in g  w ith  some friend 
The m em ber is ev id en tly  a bore. ( I tern—
W'e do h a rd ly  seem  to see a single specimen 
of first class personal presence.)

T in ts  an d  colors—yes. they  are highly 
successful here . G ilt, lilac , pa le  rose, white, 
m ore g ilt, panels  o f s ilve r g ray , splendid 
bronze d o o rfram es—(Mr. C hairm an, I move, 
e tc .)—d elica te  b lue in lines, especially  ovet 
the  doors, occasionally  some rare  wood
w ork, an d  tru ly  prod igal, perfect workman
ship, need ing  the  s tu d y  ot m ouths to get at 
it. E ven y e t m uch o f th e  best work cant 
be seen an y h o w —it is qu ite  iu the dark. 
M aterial and  w orkm ansh ip , how ever, indif
feren t w he the r th e y  a re  seen or not. there 
they  are , an d  unexcelled .

Look up o v erh ead — we, e o u u t forty five 
broad, w ide panels, se t iu th e  roof iu astral 
g lass as afo resaid . (M r. .speaker, I oppose 
the am endm en t, e tc .) O n th irty-six  of 
th e se  panels a re  th e  coa ts  of arm s of the 
S ta tes. A non o u r eyes fall qu ick ly  to the 
floor. T here is a  d isp u te d  poin t. ( Gentle
men w ill p lease  r ise  an d  s tan d  till they are 
counted .) W h a t is th e  am endm ent to be 
vo ted  on i I t  is  very  lo ud ly  a n d  monoto
nously rea d  by  th e  horse voiced acting 
clerk . (Should I  be com pelled  to  sit two 
consecutive hours u n d e r  th a t  voice I should 
becom e a  rav in g  an d  irrep ress ib le  lunatic.)

Now the  houo’ab le  m em ber from  some
w here launches fo rth  in a speech—the mat
te r  good, th e  m anner, th e  elocution , stiff as 
ea s t iron , m elodious a s  cha lk . W e turn 
aw ay —we look a round  aga iu , a u d  up again; 
we shou ld  flever tire  o f looking  a t th is har
m onious-colored an d  perfec t-shaped room.
W e th o u g h t th e  round , th e  oval, beau tifu l- . 
b u t we see th e  square  is ju s t as beautiful. 
(B ang  üoes th e  h am m er—Cast-iron ait« 
dow n )

The lig h t—it too, w ee a n ’no t cease return- 
ing to  and  observ ing , it fa lls so freely, so 
b rig h tly —(The gen tlem an  from  Illinois)- 
it  b a thes  tb e  d e lica te  cream  an d  lilac panel«
—(clap-clap o f hands, ca lling  a  page )—and 
show s to  ad v a n ta g e  th e  gold coloring  and 
th e  occasional bl ue. (A thunde,r-cry  of Noes 
louder th a n  ever. Now  a  g re a t vehemence 
and  some s te rness  ou th e  p a r t  o f th e  acting 
.Speaker, aud  th e  m em bers a li ttle  refrac
tory .)

Come, we begin to  e n te r  in to  th e  sp irit of 
th is  business. A new  experience , and we 
like it. Now tbe  m em bers an- ca lled  upon 
to  pans betw een  te lle rs, as be tw een  two 
hum an  gate-posts, d ressed  in black . The 
m a tte r  is m ore than  we w ere th iuk iug . We 
are iu for th e  first class m odern , American,

By rep resen ta tiv e  d eb a te  an d  legislative 
scene—b e tte r  th a n  all those school-book 
opera tions a l te r  the  classical m odels. Here 
to-night, no poetry , no sen tim en t—b u t inter
nal taxes, very  rea l an d  live.

See. for in stance , w h a t is going on below 
there: th e  m em bers com e up  to  th e  voting 
by te lle rs—sw arm  in the  S p eak e r 's  a rea  like 
the h iving of bees. As an  offset to  th e  gay 
colors aud  ligh ts , every soul here  appears 
to  be d ressed  in  b lack . E ven  th e  heads are 
b u t lew  ot them  g ra y —not one in six. Our 
leg islators a re  yo u n g er th a n  we though t.

Yes, th in g s  a re  an im ated ; th e  gentlem an 
w ithd raw s bis am endm en t, an d  the  clerk, 
resum ing, reads  m ore item s. A member 
troiu M issouri jum ps up, consum es his ap
po in ted  ca reer o f five o r ten  m in u tes—bang! 
done goes M issouri. And so th e  changing 
dance and  tu n es  proceed. W e find them  
very  in teres ting . A re you no t g la d  you 
came, fo r all th e  d ark , w et n igh t! G rea t is 
th e  ta x  bill; g rea t a re  revenues a n d  th e  d if
ferences betw een h igh  and  low  p e r  cents. 
Aye, aye; th e  bees a re  buzzing. E verybody  

in te res ted —ev erybody  scream s for or 
;a iust som ething .
N or sharp  an d  so rd id  alone is a ll The 

scene, o u t wAh a ce rta in  g ra n d e u r  afte r  its 
k ind . I he day  of w hat was once t oe fit 
e loquence o f leg is la tive  halls  has perhaps 
gone. H ere come th e  W avs an d  Means, 
Willi the gea tlem an  iro in  P ennsy lvan ia  a® 
*f>(>kes!uan. T h is i»s tho  age ot prac tical 
com m ittees, and  our eloquence an d  debate/, 
all have reference to  them .

A nd besides, we m ust no t he *00 seY'et* 
w ith the leg is la tive  po litic ian»  W e v » ;e  • 
listen ing  to  C ongress o ften  betört» am i 
th o u g h t th e  m em bers pain fu lly  deficient- 
K ut we see now one m ust d ive  fa r  deeper, 
aim  s ta y  longer here, as elsew here , w hen he 
w ants to  g e t a t  rea l judgm en t. E ven  Con
gresses a re  p re t ty  capab le , w hen it come« 
to  an em ergency; in  fac t, atom* as  goo* a* 
th ey  can  be.
} 1 he {»ages gape—la te  is the h o u r — g»*- 
if-nes begin  to  th in ; some m em ber a sk s .tlrf  
.-hairman a  question; the  an sw er is coll* 
p iia! an d  free, b u t app ro p ria te ; th e  ligh t 

su l: {»ours, pours, w ithou t flagging; th e  b.w 
base undertone  o f  hubbub  also  confirm«-*; 
the c lap  c lap  o f  bands  ca llin g  pag.-s (fbe 
poor li t t le  fellow s t r y  h a rd  to ru n  with 
m ini Je  fee t)—here and  th e re  m em ber» idtv® 
-ending—som e p u t th e ir  legs up, c ross tb e ii 
over the desks, ex h ib itin g  m u d d y  knots: 
the mum ole, m um ble o f voices; th* varh -4 
s tream  m d eba te ; te l le *  again-dem am i.-i!;

„am  Hie bees hive a ro u n d  th e  Speaker'* 
r*-a p len ty  ol eagerness  w heu  th e  » «te 
»***-  p len ty  of e lec tric ity  

I hen, ns to  tho  personal a p p e a ran ce « *

nd ' i ( X  'e r A 1V> ;‘y  ure rt0 te "  o f is t 
»aller rL 1 A J ouk ! '! anx iousness and 1« 
»aller or hectic s tr ik e !  you on ail »ul*-*

npa r7 f0Ile~ perhal,ä  is th e  o< :asioi*—are*
te u sh v  n rVeSOm° m m SO n h i s ««imi

01 80“ e d im inu tive  o f it. is tb* 
Moril, th e  q u a l ity , you th in k  o f f«* the»».
L r t  » T ? ” '1 worriB,ftn t  a re  here  in huma»
Ifo u ,T1,e room , th e  fitm ents, the •di.i*3. 
the floods o f l i g h t - a l l  m ake a  scene o f *m» 
eut passed  b ea u ty  an d  lu x u ry , ifo* its* 
o .tie r  lu x u ry  an d  b ea u ty  o f th e  m an ly  per* 

m u s t i  *■’?

m em bers are  rem orselessly choDnëd’iïÂTrV«
c-i“  *<*. « . « S ' a :

> b . d e , k , o f , l l , b . “S C  “ T » » »  "
pages sp read  wide

» and  a re  often

th e  w hole 8{>eetacle
pecu liar rustling

ra m  86 i8 Î 0 1)6 in te res ting  an d  even ex 
c-t-n0 . In  fac t the stim ulus and  m agnetism

son
th a t

N
The g <•:»»!,

d  in fu ll and  tine ph v siq u e — 1 
s t is la ck ing  here ?

th e  H ouse rises
mie genuine S peaker resum es his c u S !  H# 
n a d b e e n  re s tin g  a n d  unb  -nding himsclfo® 
? w ? 01»E m ovrng a ro u n d  and

, . ta k lu « Bis chance  wi th f >  
eiow d.) V oting  m  sections is ea lic*  f«r-. 
am i now  begins. T hings a re  stiff «*«** 
lively, b h n ll  j  voices and  culls cont!»u»W  
oe h ea rd  from ev e ry  side. I t  t a k e s *  steady 

, a le r t  » ra m to  tr a c k  o: tike 
am i am endm en ts . I t  h as  cornea to  b* u l  
m gtu  a n d  a lte r . M ost o f the *<i*e({.«tut» 
have  le ft th e  g a lle rie s . I, to*, m ak* D Ü  
(a*, one o clock in th e  m orning) w ith  th* ft* 
m a in d er o f th e  crow d. I h e a rd  some ewt» 
p la in in g  how  d ry  a n d  du ll i t  a il Was. JDS 
i can say  I found  it no t only su«  »est»»® kàâ 
en ch an tin g  —AY'»: Y o rk  U»‘Un U*


