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l"ir;tl Dauys’s Session.
BeNaTk CRamuri,
New Orleaus, January 5, 1874,

Pursnant to the requirewentsof the sev.
enteenth article of the constitution of the
State of Lonisiaua, tbe Benate met at the
Mechenics’' Iastitute, in New Orleans, Loua-
isiana.

At the bour of 12 M. Hon. C. C. Antoine,
Lieutenant Governor of the State, by virtue
of the constitution, called the Senate to
order, he being ex-officio President of the
same.

On call of the roll the following Senators
aaswered to their names:

Messrs. Alexander, Barber, Belden, Black-
burn, Blunt, Bovee, Brewster, Butler,
Barch, Crawtord, Cage, Chsdbourn, Harris,
K. F. Herwig, Ingruham, Kelso, Masicot,
Pollard, Rey, Stamps, Sypber, Twitchell,
Weber, Wharton W hitney—20.

The President sonounced a quorum
present.

Prayer was then offered by the Rev, Mr.
Thompson, Chaplain ef the Senate.

Mr. Brewster offered, in form of resolu-
tion, that there be appointed on the part of
the Senate a commiitee of two to meet a
gimilar committee on the part of the House
of Representatives, who are to notify the
Governor of the organization of the General
Assembly.

Mr. Barber offered, in form of rcsolution,
that there be appointed by the Presi-
dent a committee of three to motify
the House of Representatives of the organ-
ization of the Senate.

Mr. Harris suggested that the rules re-
quired all resclutions to lie over one day;
and propoeed that the desired ¢ffect could
be accomplished by a simple motion.

The Preeident ruled the form of simpl
motion to be correct and proper at that
stage of proceedings.

Subsequently Messrs. Brewster and Bar-
ber changed the forms of their propositionss
and the same were adopted.

The President appointed the following in
pursuance with the motion of Mr. Barber
Mesars. Barber, Brewster and Stamps; and
the following in pursuance with the motion
Mr. Brewster, to wit: Messrs. Brewster and
Burch.

The committee to inform the Iouse of
Representatives of the organization of the
Senate reported, by the chairman, Mr,
Barber, that it bad attended to the duties
assigned to it.

On motion of Mr. Barbery the Senate
went into executive seesion.

Executive session having been raised, the
z‘onnte was called to order by the Presi-

e .

‘I;:] call of the roll, the following Senators
answered to their names:

Messrs. Alexander, Barber, Belden, Blacke
burn, Blunt, Bovee, Drewster, Dutler,
Bureh, Crawford, Cage, Chadbourn, Har-
viss, E. F. Herwig, Ingraham, Kelso, Masi-
cot, Pollard, Rey, Stamps, Sypher, Twitch-
ell, Weber, Wharton, Whitney—:2,

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE,

Hovsk ov erumunnvu.;
New Orleaus, La., January 5, 1675,
To the Honorible President and Members of the
Senate:

I am directed by the House to ask the
conotrrence of your honorable body in the
tollowing joint rerolution, viz:

Joint yesolution No. 1, relative to the
#eating of Hon. P. B. 5. Pinchback, United
Statea® Senator elect of the State of Louiei
anas

Very respeetfully, ete.,

JOHN W, ROXBOROUGH,
Assistant Clerk,

Mr. Darber moved to proceed to the elece
tion of Becretary of the Senate,

On suggestion ¢f i, Harris Me, Barber
so amended his motion so to include the
slection of all off'cers required by azet No.
11, of the Legislature of d572, which was
adopted.

The Sevate then proceeded und elected
P. E. Bechtel, ! cretary by the dollowing
upanimous vote:

Mesars. Alexander, Barber, Blackburn,
Belden, Blunt, Bovee, Brewster, Batler,
Buarch, Crawford, Cage, Chadbourn, Har-
ris, Harper, E. F. Herwig, Ingraham, Kelso,
Musicot, Pollard, Rey, Stamps, Sypher,
Twitchell, Weber, Wharton, Whitney—:6.

Mr. Ingraham rominated William H.
Gireen for assistant sceretary of the Senate,

The Senate then proceeded (o the elee
€ion of the assistant secretary:

Yeas— Barber, Belden, Blackburn, Blunt,
Bovee, Brewster, Butler, Bureh, Cage,
Chadbourn, Hairis, Harper. Herwig, In-
graham, Masicot, Pollard, Rey, Stamps,
Bypher, Twichell, Weber, Wharton, White
ney—-23.

Blauk—Alexander—9%,

Mr. Green, having received twenty-three
votes, was declared elected assistant secre-

€ary of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Butler, the S8enate pro-
eceded to the election of winute clerk.

Mr. Butler nominated C. C. Packard for
fninute clerk, who was elected by the fol-
lowing vote:

Messrs.  Batber, DBelden, Blackbnrn,
Blunt, Bovee, Brewater, Butler, Buareh,
Crawford, Cage, Chadbourn, Harrie, Har
per, E. F. Herwig, Ingraham, Kelso, Masi-
cot, Pollard, Rey, Stampr, Sypher, Twitch-
¢ll, Weber, Wharten, Whitney

Blank—Alexander—1.

Mr. Burch nominated Thomasa Reber for
assistant winute clerk.

Mr. Reber sas clected assistant minute
clerk by the following vote: e

Messrs. Barber, Belden,
Blunt, Bovee. Dreweter, Batler, Burch,
Crawford, Cage, Chadbourn, Harrs,
Harper, E. F. Herwig, Ingraham, Kelso,
Masicot, Pollard, Rey, Stawps, Sypher,
Twitchell, Weber, Wharton, Whitney—=25.

Blsuk—Alexander—I.

Mr. Barber nominated William Mulford
for sergeant-at-arms, who was elected by

the following vote:

Messra. Barber, Belden, Blunt, Bovee,
Brewster, Butler, Bureh, Crawford, Cage,
Chadbourn, Harris, Harper, E F. Herwig,
Kelso, Masicot, Pollard, Rey, Stamps,
Sypher, Twitehell, Weber, Wharton, Whit
nev—=o3.

Blank—Alexander—1.

Mr. Harris nowinated John V. Mason
for assistaut sergeant-at-arms, who was
elected by the following vote:

Measre. Barber, Elackburn, Blunt, Bovee,
Brewster, Butler, Bureh, Crawiord, Chad-
bourn, Iarris, Harper, ‘llrrmg. ; Kelso,
Masicot, Pollard, Rey, Stamps, Sypher,
Twitchell, Weber, Wharton, Whitney—22.

Blackburn,

Blank—Alexander, Delden—2.

Mr. Brewster ominated Alfred Henley
for doorkeeper of the Senate.

Mr. Barber nominated L. D. Herbert.

Dir. Stamps nominated A. J. Kemp.

“Mr. Harper nominated M. Davis.

Mr Wharton nominated Thomas S. Kelly ,

Mr. Bovee inated A. W. Thomp
and J. B. Noble.

Nominations being closed, the Senate pro-
ceeded to elect by viva voce vote. The
following 18 the result of the first ballot:

For Timothy Davis—Sypher—I1.

For Thomas S. Kelly—Wharton—1I.

For A. W. Thompson—Bovee—!.

For J. B. Noble—Blunt, Cage—2.

For Monroe Davis—I. r—1.

For Alfred Henlev—Blackburn, Brewster,
Burch, Crawford, Kelso, Pollard—6.

For L. D. Herbert—Alexander, Darber,
Butler, Harris, Ingraham, Masicot, Rey,
Weber—a.,

For A. J. Kemp—Belden, Chadbourn,
E. F. Herwig, Stamps—1.

No election.

Mr, Burch moved that ail the names be
dropped except the three b.ghest.

Adopted.

The following is the result of the seevnd
ballot:

For Alfred Henley=Blackburn, Brewster,
Blunt, Bovee, Burch, (rawtord, Harper,
Pollard, Sypher—10,

For L. D. Herbert—Alexander, Barber,
Butler, Harris, E. F. Herwig, Ingraham,
Masicot, Rey, Weber—9.

For A. J. Kemp—DBelden, Chadbourn,
Stamps, Twitchell, Wharton, Whitney =G,

No clection.

The Senate then proceeded to the third
ballot, with the following result:

Kor A. J. Kemp—Chadbourn, Stamps,
Whitney—3.

For Alfred Henley—DBlackburp, Blunt,
Bovee, Brewster, Burch, Crawtord, Harper,
Kelso, Pollard, Sypher, Twitchell—11,

For L. D. Herbert—Alexander, Barber,
Beldeu, Butler, Harris, E. F. Herwig,
ln).rlraham. Masicot, Rey, Weber, Wharton

No election,

OUn motion of Mr, Harris, the candidate
having the lowest numbep of votes was
dropped.

The following % the vesylt of the fourth
ballot: :

Kor Alfred Henley—Blackbura, Bluat,
Bovee, Brewster, Burch, Crawford, Harper,
Keleo, Pollard, Stamps, Sypher, Ywitcbell,
Wharton, Whitney—14.

For L. D. Herbert—Alexander, Barber,
Belden, Batler, Chadbourn, E. ¥. Herwig,
Herris, Ingraham, Masicot, Rey, Weber—l11,

Mr, A. Henley having received » ma-
jority, was declared duly elected docre
keaper.

The Senate then prooeccded to the elece
tion of chiof messenger,

Mr. Harris nominated Phillippe Pertin,
who was elected by the following vote s

Tor Phillippe Perriu—Barber, Belden,
Blackburn, Blunt, Bovee, Brewsater, Butler,
Burch, Crawford, Cage, Chadbourn, Har-
ris, Harper, E. F. Herwig, Ingraham,
Kelso, asicot, Pollard, Rey, Stampe,
Sypher, Twitchell, Weber, Whartor, Whit-
ney—25,

Blank—Alexander—{,

Executive Communicationse
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOZ,

The Speaker directed the Chisf Clerk to
read the nnnual message of the Governor,
STaTR oF Lovistang }

Erecutive Department.
Wew Orleans, danuary 5, 1672
To the Benate and Houso of Bepresentatives of the
State of Louisiaua:

In compliance with a constitutfonal duty
imposed upon me, I submit this, my message,
containing information relative to the State,
together with my views and vacommenda
tions on certain eubjccts eoncerning ghe
public welfaree

During the year that has passed slncoyon
last convened a kind Providence hus given
the people of this State comparatively good
crops, We have been in a yreat.measure
excmpted {rom fivancial disaster,and while
contiguous States and eities have suffered
from the scourge of pestilence, every come
munity in the State, with ene exception,
has Dbeen eingularly exempt, With a
few exceptions, which { gregret to
note®, good order Las presailed throughe
out the State. “T'he great and press-
ing need now s velief from the burden of
heavy raxation which s 50 depressing to
all the material interests of the State, It is
your great privilege to bs in a position to
contribute dargely toward this relief, to
inangurate many teeded relorms,and to
correct many abuses in the legislation of
the paste Your enemies &ay that little or
nothing can ba expected of yoa In this
regarde Many other persons, noa partisans,
would gladly find good reason teapprove

.
your «ourse, while your Igiends, bot} here
and elsewhere. the supporters of the great
party you represent expect you to do much
to merit commendation, and truss yon will
do nothing to deserve censures Shall these
reasonable expectations be realized? The
record of your acts during the prescnt sese
sion will telly
¥inance,
QHE BITUATION IN JANUART LAST,

Yto financial situation at the beginning
of the year was one of extraordinary ditli-
culty., The treasury was empty. The total
amount of taxes collected during the previ
ous year was less than the amount reiurned
delinquent. Against the various exbausted
funds a mass of unpaid warrants had ae-
cumulated, aggregating nearly $2,250,000.
This disgracetul result of the maladministrs
tion of the resources of the S ate dur
ing eeveral years past, was left as an
inheritance to be added to the other embar-
ragsments of the present sdministration.
The interest on the heavy bonded debt of
the State bad fallen in arrear to the ex-
tent of nearly £300,000. Al receipta from
the immense delinquent lists, including
taxes due the interest, echool and other
tnnds  were tied up by act No. 8l of
1572, and devoted exclusively to the'payment
of the old ontstanding warrants, and st the
same time those warrants were in effect a
lien on all current receipts to the general
fund. A system of espionage, which it
seemed impossible for the treasury to shake
off, had been established by the dealers in
those warrants, whereby they were informed
the instant a dollar was turped ioto
the treasury, and, presentivg their war-
rants, demaunded and received the same in
payment thereof. It thus seemed likely that
nothing Would be realized from current re-
ceipts 0 meet the necessary and legitimate
expenditures of the government, aud it was
even diflicult to distribute the funds re-
ceived among the holders of the old war-
rapts except in the manner agreed
upon by the orgsnization which had
virtual control of the treasury. I need
not enlarge in this conneetion upon the hos-
tility at that time nfanitested toward sll the
departments of the State government. It
is suflicient to say that the resistance to the
enforcement of all laws and the pay ment of
all taxes was especially embarracsing to
the financial oficers of the State,

5 PRESENT CONDITION,

The present situation is not without its
discouragements, yet compured with that
of vue year ago, it affords just grouads for
copgratulation. Resistance to the payment
of taxes and the execution of the laws has
been bappily abandonrd.  The collections
of revenue, exceeding §4,000,000. bave been
larger in amount, and, I may safely aflirm,
have been effected with less luss and
expense to the State than for many
vesra past. On an appesl to the
courts, uct No. 81 was unhesitatingly pro-
nounced unconstitutional, whicn aoction of
the judiciary, I trust will be supplemented
in your body by the instant repeal of that
extraordinary pi-ce of special legislation.
The action of the couriz restored the
delinguent taxes to the tunds for which
they were levied, and being followed
by energetioc and judicious 1measures
on the part of the officers charged with the
coliection of the revenues soon resuited in a
marked change for the better. Tbhe large
amount of overdue interest was paid early
in the year, and since then the current in-
terest has been paid promptly at maturity,
with the exception of iaterest on some

Mr, Sypher nomiaated Timothy Davis.

$6,000,000 of bonds held in abeyance sub-

ject g the action of the courts. The col-
‘ectiuns on account of the interest fund
have becn sufficient to pay that amount
also, in case it shall ultimately be
decided that the bonds enjoined are a legiti-
mate indebtedness of the State. A rigid
inepectivn and supervizion of the business
of tax collectors has been waintained, and
they have been required to make their set-
tlements in person with the prop-r otlicers,
instead of through brokers, as in many in-
stances heretofore.
WHAT HAS BEEN DONE.

It i« well known thal in practice warrants
could not be paid as issned, and were not
paid to the original holders. but were sold
on the street at their “market value” and
collected in full by widdle men as momey
came into the tressury. The Auditor,
taking advantaze ot this state of affairs
for the benefit of the State, inaugurated a
system by which the fonds received were
distributed in a more equitable and satis
factory manner, and at the s.sc time a sav-
ing of over £200.000 was realized to the State,
which would otherwise bave been paid to
apecuiators, without benetit to the original
Lolders of the warrants. Thess warrants
wero canceled, and are now in the treasury,
the volume of outstanding warrants being
of course reduced by precisely that smount.
By this means and by a scrupulous care in
the issunance of warrants, und by confining
the issue during the latter portion of the
year to expenses of officers and ether neces-
sary expenses of the State, we will be able
to begin the new year b $193,000 out-
standing warrauts of instead of over
$500,000

W HAT SHOULD BE DONE,

In this connection I desire te call your
attention to several matters which appear
to me to be of most vital importance:

1. The absolute necessity of hereafter
inivg your appropriations rigidly with-
in the revenues. This is the firsi principle
of our finuncial redemption, and unless 1t is
adopted instantly,in priveiple and practice,
and adhered to, we may cherish small
hopes of permanent improsemens in our
condition.

2 Itis believed to De a wholesome legal
principle, that the revenues os esch year
must take care of the expenditures of that
year and no other. 1 believe this to be
sound policy and am satisfied it would be of
great benefit to the State, tending to re-
lieve confusion, to restors order, and to
check improvidence in the future, it this
priuciple were positively rcecognized by
statute,

3. It should be specified amone the dutfes
of the Auditor of Public Accounts that be
shall in no case issue @ warrant unless the
funds are then in the treasury to pa; the
same on demand. When this s done we
shall no longer see State warrants hawked
about the streets and hear no moce of coms
binations to obtain preferences at the treas-
ury. It willdo away with tewmptation to
speculate on the credit of the State and re-
lieve us of a host of evils which bavs been
equally annoying to the otiicers of the gov-
ernment and disereditable to ibe tate. {
am quite persuaded that the recogoition of
these principles by statute will produce
moAt salutary resalta. ¥ 4re certain, ciear
and just in themselves, and will he a per-
potual adwenition to economy Wiich can
not well be disregarded. I commend them
most eargestly to your corsiderate action,

PUBLIC DERT,

¥rone the report of a rommittee of
preminent citizeng appeinted by me to
exawino and classify the debt of the State
(@ copy of which I herewith transmit), and
from the statement of the Auditer of Pub-
lic Accounts, it appears that the contingent
debt of the State is as follows:

Balance of subscription ¢f the State in

1853, t0 Tallroada. «covorvenerannes- oo $2,103,069
Bonds which may be issued to the Missis-

¢ippi and Mexican Guif Sbip Canal

Company, ander act No 116, of 1869
Bonds which may be issued ta the New

Orleans, Mobile and Tesas Ralroad

Companv, under section one of act No.
20,08 1808, .0000sc0aacissres e .

123003

2,275,%%

t
2 250600

OF 1870, 0uivenvcnnn.nan
Ponds whizh may be 1smud to ¢
Orlesps, Baton Rouge and V
actNo. i
500, at

Railroad Compan
number of mile

hurity Lospital at Shrevep:
der act No, 1490f 1869..... .. PRI A
Obligations to erbseribe 1009 shares of

stock of Mississippl Valley [{avigati
Tompany of the douth aud 1, act

N0e34,0f J670ccceuee vee sovneeve -oi-e 320,000
b {7 O R o veen nens 543,003,000

Contipgent liahitities under nets passed
by the Legislature rabsernenily to the
adoption of the amendment of the voastitus
tion limiting the Srate debi*

At 106, passed in 1870 (printed «w th the
laws ot 1871) entitled ** An act 10 iue

tern Kailroad Company.
20, 1871, ereatin g the Mississippi River
Navigation Compsuy, snd grauticg
the sid of the State thereto . eieenes.
A¢t 5l, 1871, to build & Ntate house, and
toviding for the issue of bonds
Therrior eceecoecieersessecssceas 1,500,000
Ack 49, 1871, toncarporate 1o the Ale=s
dra and Fulton Eailroad Company,
and to gran: Stateaid thereto.,. 1
Act 41, 1871, 10 prumote ths interost
eommeres by eatablishing the Lon
uun Warehouso Comcan
fntescing the bondes there
Aetl 106 approved Detober 2
tive 10 tha New Orlea
eantern Raihoad ¢ ompy
gacilitate and aid the coustructivn of
84 railrosd. ete.... eesseve 12155900
Ae2 42 1873, provides in section nine of the
et for the issue of bonds to the le co

152,080

COPANT seererssssssassnacansnsss eeee 1050,800
P01 teereernaiinianientirininiees 98,067,500

Total contingent liabilities ....... $21,000 50

Turome cases these Jaws are void, but their
existence npon the stalute book ts calen
lated to reflect discredit upon the State, I,
therefore, earnesdy recowmend that =all
laws or parts ol lawa extending the credit
of the State to any of these corporations er
inveolving amy contingent fialility, on the
part of the State, be wmmedigtely repealed.
This ean be done by one wweeping act,
which I trust you will immed ¥ pas.

An azct was passed ia I 10 Yoau the
bonds of the State to the Citizens® Bank 1o
the amount of $12,000,000, o third
ecction of the wuct wrovided: That tor
the guaraitee of the bonds to be emits
ted by the State in favor of the Ui
zens' Bank, avd of the interest thereof, and
for which the State pledges t's fuith, all the
securities granted by the sct of “ocorpora
tion of said bavk, and eepecially by the
third and fourth sections of said.uet, to the
holders of its bonds are hereby transferred
to the State, and the holders of the bonds
which may be issued in virtue of this act,
ete. The bank has paid the interest on the
bunds, and has redeemed tho greater part
of them, leaving $4,297,333 U3 still outstand-
ing. Tt ia believed that the principal and in
terest of these bonda are 1ully secured, and
that the Scate will not be ealled upon to
pay either.

The bonds loaned the Consolidated Assa
ciation by the State many years since have
beem cancelled except 531,417, which may
be reckoned in the same category as those
loaned the Citizens' Bank, and for whkich
the State ean in no prubable contingency
be liable.

Thus the debt of the State for which the
State can, in any probable eovtivgency, be
liable, is as follows:

Iuterrst bearing obligationa of the
Srate outsta ding Januvary I, 1974 $722 427,300 00

Outatandiug geveral tund warrauts
) .- 1531185 16

‘warraite
(new), January 1. 1874......... oy 193615 42
Certificates of indebtedurss (0id).... 131,785 43

Yotal funded and unfunded debt
Of the SUBte. s sneacn. venee. $24.263 836 00

Itis this debt with which we Lare to
deal.

The sulject i3 one which will require
in your deliberations the highest exer-
cise of sagacity and tirmness, in order
that justice may be done as tar as pos-
aible 10 both debror and ereditor, and s
the same time the Stute be relieved =8 far
u8 praeticable of ap incubis which threat
¢ns to destroy the prosperity of the com-
moonwealth. It is the weight of a heavy
d=bt und couveequent heavy ion, to-
gether with the exhuustive expenditures of
the States goverument that have done s
wuch to iwpair our credit, to retard tha de-
velopment of our comwerce and to deter
capital and labor from secking in the inex-
baustible soil, the beneticent climate and
the abundant natural advantages of our
State, a most profitable ficld ot employment.

PROPOSED FUNDING.

It is idle now to dwell upon the orifin of
this debt, or to review the wisfortuues or
profligacy of expenditure by which it was

incurred, The problem is before us for

solution, and it must be dealt with. In
my judgment, it can be best solved by
the passage of a well digested funding
bill, accompanied by appropriate constitu-
tional amendments. The main features of
the bill should be the conversion of the
whole bonded and tloating debt of the State
into consolidated bonds, having forty years
to rup, and bearing a uniform rate of inter-
est. The exchange to be made at the
rate of sixty cents in consolidated bonds
for each dollar of bonds, warrants and cer-
tificutes of indebtedness now outstanding.

The constitntional amendment should
provide that as seon as the debt is reduced
below $25,000,000 it shall remain limited at
the lowest point attained until reduced to
$15,000,000 beyond which point it shall
never be increased—the consolidated bonds
to be®ecognized in the constitution and the
rate of taxation for all purposes limited to
fourteen anc a half mills—and a provision
also by constirutional amendment for the
payment of the interest on the consolidated
bonds as it acerves without further appro-
priation {rom the Legislature. Consaltation
with many large holders ot our bonds and
with experienced financiers nas confirmed
me in the opinion that with such a funding
bill and with & coustitutioval smendment
of the character indicated our whole debt
¢an be readily tunded at the rate mentioned

WIHAT WOULD BE GAINED.

The substantial resulita of a successful
execution of this policy will be best illus-
trated by a reference to ofiicial figures,

lie total debt of the Srate, funded and
unfunded, as appeara by the oflicial records
in the Auditor's office, i8 as followe:
Bonds outstanding January 1, 1874 . $22,427,300 00
Aunditor's warianta (old) 1,531,185 16
Auditor's wurants (oew, 1813), Jan.

© uary 1, 1874 a
Certificutes of indebtedness {old)....

Total..co..ocenueie eveee veae-eH24.285 866 00

The present rate of taxation for all
;nrpoaes is twerty-one and a half mills.

he existing debt of $21,283,886, funded
at sixty cents on the dollar, would leave
us with a new debt of $14,570,331 60.
It any portion of the bouds now be-
ing tested in the courts are declured
illegal, the new debt will be con-
siderab’y less than this latter sum, The
interest tax at present ia eleven and a half
millg; the rate necessary to pay all the in-
terest on the new debt represented by con-
solidated bonds is five and a bhalf mills. It
should ba remembered, also, that this esti-
mate is based upon our present greatly ro-
duced assessment. It five and a half wmilla
on our present low assessment will pay
the interest on the consolidated debr,
it is appareat that as scon as the relet
brought by the redugtion of our burdens
begins to be felt and property appreciatea,
@8 it pecessarily must, a less rate than five
and a half milla will pay the interest on
the consolidated bonds. The interest tax
may then be still further reduced, or, remain-
ing at five and a half mills, the surplus may
be applied to the redemption of consols
until the whola debt is extingnisbed.

\ statement of our condition now ana
after funding the debt and incorporating in
the coastitution the provision herein recom-
mended would show the following compar-
ative results:

Old debteceenene nnnns

190,615 42
131,785 42

ML .ovnninincn e

$24283 086

©id Interest tax
Oid achool tax..
oOld

New Gubt. ceveeressisonconnneinasienn$l

Kew Interest ta ...
Bew actool tax. ..
New general dud
New levee ocustrue

auended Lo be red

uced one mill)

Total tax for ull parposcs fuew

The law. as 1t uow stands,
the wvarious parishes 10 assess a  fax
for parish purposes €oual to 109 per
ceat of State tax, aud ho more, Most
ol the parishes assess up to the limit
of the State ta:z; hence a reduction of seven
mills State tax will be ¢ unal toa total re-
duct:onot fourte n wills taxation, parish
and State.

RECOMMENDATION) O# HE NEW DERT.

The new debt thus proposed to be cre
sted will bs certaia in amount, of wun-
doubted legality, and within the will ana
ability ot tne people to pay, whereas
much of the old debt is believed to be of
upcertein legality and more uncertain
equity, entatiing @ rate of taxation which
is ruigous to onr prospects of prn.—pvl’ily.
The new consolidated bonds, being guare
anteed in the constitution, und held against
a peonlp able und willing to pay interest
and wrincipal, will be worth much more
intrinsically than the old indebtedaness for
which they will be exchan~ed.

<ur bonds do not now average morza than
fitty cents on the dollar, The purchaser ot
our s1x per cent bonds at this time really re-
ceives timelve percent on his investment,
Of this twelve “er cent, 8ix per cent repres
sents Lis acteat outlay, and six per cent is
the ‘nsurance be receives on Lisizvesiment
or the premium w#e pay on our discredit,
To relieve the State und to causs our
creditors as hittle losa as possible, i3 the
problem before ua, 1If it be said, *This is
repudiation,” we reply, that however much
we may desire to continue to pay the inter-
est on vur present bonded debr, we can not
de so.  We propose to do all in our power,

Ve have the inelination to pay in full, but
we lack the ability, Our creditors can hold
their Londs it they choose, but we believe
wo are offering them a far better security,

Yie have n debt of twenty-four ml
lions, worth say twelve willions, I this
debt be apprecited to par, the holder re-
ulizea an advance of fifty per cent. Under
this schrms our new consols should go
to par or pearly so. 1f we continue our
efforts to pay the whole interest wa shall
tail, and our bonds will go even lower in
value, but if we can biing our debt within
our ability to pay we can greatly appreciate
it, wnd thus not only bepelit ourselves, bat
our ereditors by preventing the latree from
continuing to lose until wa are nliimately
foreed iute virtual repudiation.

FATE AND METHOD OF PUNDIN«.

1t i+ sugzested by the New Orleans
Clhamber of Commerce and by many
private individoals that the debt nnght
snd  should be funded at a lower
rate than sixty centa on tha  dollar—
gay at ity conts, or even forty. But the
justice as well a3 the strength of our case
lies in the fact that we propose to pay eur
ereditors all we can, und ask of them a
full and final settlement on that basia. Ican
see no difference between foreinz thewm to
take less than we can pay and absolute re-
pudiativn. It the only consideration is
what we may force them to take, we oould
g8 justly propose to them to fund at
twenty-five or ten cents on the dollar. A
careful caleulation, which is a8 accurate as
a mero estimate can be, shows that we can
pay interest and principal at the rate of
sixty cents on the dollar, and live and pros
per under the rate of taxa'ion necessary 1o
pay that amount; and since we can do it, [
(lihmk there 18 no question that we shouid

o it.

I am convineed feom consultation with all
classes of creditors, that perfect uniformity
in the new consolidated bonds is a matter
of great importance. The unfunded debt
bears no iuterest at all, the funded debt
bears interest at various rates. In a scheme
which proposes to bliterate the whole
m+s3 of debt and substitute a new one, it
will be utterly impossible to discriminate in
favor ot the various shades of ment which
€ither exist or are alleged to exist in favor
of one class of claims over another. Natur-
ally the holders of each cinss think the par-
ticular indebtedness they hold is equitably
entitled to rowe gort of priority, and thess
considerations have been strongly urged
upon me by each interest with a view to
obtain a preference for their claims. Bat it
seems  clear to me that we shall come
nearer exact juetice to all parties by mak-
ing the consolidated bonds uniform in the
rate of interest as well as in all other
respects, thas is, making them ail bear in-
LETest AT 8EVEN PEr Cent per annum

So far as I have been able to ascer.
bondholder

allows

tain no one considerable
has refused, after due consideration, to
regard this proposi'ion ine a triendly

spirit. It eeems to be the opinion of all
business wen that such a settlement would
involve no dishonor to the State and would
be a positive advantage to the bond
Lolder 1u this, that oav bond worth par aud
that can be readily hypothecated is better
for & eapitalist to bold than two bonds
worth fitty cents on the dollar, which can
not be readily sold or used.
DOTBTFUL BOND

Assuming that our whola debt is valid,

and that it can be funded at sixty cents

on the dollar, the new debt will
be less than = $15000,000. The
gality of = considerable portion® of

our bonded debt is now being tested in the
courts. It has been my desire to have the
question thoroughly examined, and if any
part of the debt is illegal, to have its
traudulent character established in the Su-
preme Court. Our efforts in this bebalf
wiil be continued, notwithstanding un-
founded assertions that this is repudi-
ation. I[ illegality is established, the
State will be justly and properly relieved
of a portion of ite heavy burden. If, on
the other hand, the bonds in question are
shown to be valid, there will be no further
doubt in regard to them, and they
may be fonded with the others. of
the $2,500,000 issued to the Chattanooga
Railroad Cowpany, now in litigation,
the State government feels justified 10 ex-
hausting every legitimate means to defeat
the payment of either priocipal or interest
unlesa the consideration on which they were
issued, that is the eompletion of the road to
Texas, is realized to the State. I that is
secured it is conceded that the expenditare
will prove a wise one. But until the
road is comploted, those bonds should not,
and I think I am justified in saying, will
not be paid at all, it such payment can be
avoided,
NECESSITY OF ACTIUN.

I am not careful as to what name
may be given to this proposed funding
scheme. - To my mind it is only a question
of a settlement in full new on these, the
best terms we can offer, or continued intol-
erable distress aod perhaps ultimate en-
forced repudiation. There should be
equity and justice for the debtor as well
as the creditor. I am not willing to
advise the continuance of a rate of tax-
ation which is not far removed from con-
fiscation; especially in view of the fact, that
for a large proportion of our indebtedoess
the people of the Stata huave received no
adequate consideration, and for some por-
tion o consideration at all.

Upon your judicious action in this matter
will depend, in a great measure, the future
of the State. With the debt and taxation
reduced within manageable limits, and with
the other reforme indicated realized by ap-
propriate legislation; with careful hus
bandry of our resources, and honest and
vigilan® serutiny of all laws passed by your
body, we may reasonably hope for a speedy
return of proeperity, peace and good order
to this embarrassed commonwealth. ‘

I trapsmit berewith a draft of such con-
stitutional amendwents as I recommend in
connection with the proposed funding meas-
ure. The details of the measure itsell will
be laid before you at an early day.

Internal Improvements,
NEW ORLEANS, IOBILE AND CHATTANOOGA
RAILROAD.

I regret to inform you that the liberal aid
and donations of the State to secure rail-
road eommunication with Texas, have re-
sulted in dieappointment.

By virtue of act No. 26, approved Feb-
ruary 17, 1869, the State agreed to guaranteo
the recond mortgage bonds of the New Or-
leans, Mobiie and Chattanooga Railroad
Company to an amount not exceeding
£12.500 per mile of ite main line of railroad
in Louisiana, which said company might
construct from New Orleans westerly to
Texus. Under this act $750,000 of the bunds
of the company have beon guaranteed, and
the State is now, and bas tor some time
been comprlled toweet the intercat thereon.

By virtue of the fourth section of act No.
31, approved February 21, 1870, the State
agreed to guarantee for said company rimi-
lar second mortgage bonds, not exceeding
£12,500 per mile for each mile of its road to
be built from Vermilionville to Shreveport,
and which mizht be constzucted within five
years from the date of the ucceptancs of the
act by the company.

Thu reventh section of the same act, as an
induciment to the speedy completion oi the
railrond from New Orleans to Houston,
made an absolute donation to the company
of £3,000,000 in bonds; $750,000 to be issned
on the completion of the railread to Don-
aldsonville, $750,000 on the completion of
the road to Verwilionville, $750,000 on the
completion of the road to the Sabine river,
and $750,000 on its completion to Houston.
The night to this donation was to bs for-
feited, unless the road was opened for
traflic to thep Sabine river.in three years
from the date of the acceptance ot the act.
Tha Srtate has issned to the cowmpany
$750.000 of these subsidy bonds.

By act No. %, approved Apal 20, 1871, it
was attempted to commute the obligation
of the State to guarantes for said compapy
its second mortzage bonds by the absolute
issue of £2,500,000 of bounds in payment of u
subseription by the State to 25.000 shares of
the company of $100 each. Under this act
$2,500,000 of bonds were delivered to the
«l'u;vlnp.m_y on the tweniy-second of April,

871,

There is no record in the Auditor's or
Treasurer's or other offices of the State
of the issue of these bonds, nor 1s
there any reeeipt from the company
for these bondson file or evidence that
the conditions of the law noder which
they were issued have been compliod with.

THE BALE OF THE ROAD.

It will thus be perecived that the New
Orleans, Mobils aud Texus Ruilroad Com-
pany has, in subsidies or otherwise, received
aid to the extent of $4,000,000 43 an induea-
went to construct a ratlroad to Texas, The
company actually agreed to finish the line
from New Orleans to the Sabine by March
5, 153

After completing the road to Donaldson-
ville, on the Lafourche, a distanes ot about
seventy miles, and performing some work
on the line trom Donaldsonviile to Grand
river, a distance of abont twenty miles, the
company besams insolveng, abandoned the
work, and in June, 1573, was sold under
judicial proceedings in the United "States
Cireait Court. This sale, if valid, effeotaally
destroys uny hope of the State as a ereditor
to recover the $750,000 of subridy bonds,
which, by the provisions of the act, were to
be returned 1o case the company failed to
compleie the road to the Sabine river within
the time limirted; it also annihilates the in-
terest of tho Srate as a stockholder, to the
extent of $2500.000, in case the courts
should adjindge the 200,000 of bonda
insued under act of April 20, 1571, to be
valud,

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED,

I have cmployed special counsel to ineti-
tate suit for the purpose of annuling the
sale made in June, 1873, ander the proceed-
ings in the Upited States Cireait Court,
aud to assert the rights of the State, as a
creditor, to the extent of the $750,000 of
bonds given as & subsidy. Under these pro-
ceedings, the road from New Orlesns to the
Sabine river has been sequestered, and is
in the hands of a receiver appointed by the
Superior District Court for the parish of
Orleans. %

Notwithetanding these proceedings, 1
wia disposed to abandon them, provided,
those who claimed the ownership of the
road from New Orleans to Texas could
give any satisfactory guarantes for its
completion wifhin  a reasonable time.
L in common with what I believe to be
the geuntiment of the community, en-
tertained doubts of their ability to fulfill
their promises. Nevertheless, with a view
of eliciting the the opinions of those inter-
ested in the welfare of the Btate, and ob-
taining their advice, I arranged for an
smicable interview between ths present
claimants of the road aund a committee of
prowinent citizens and merchanis of this
city. After several meetings the parties
came to no agreement—no Eatisfactory
guarantee of the completion of the road to
Texas having been oftered.

RECOMMENDATIONS,

So important do I consider the comple-
tion of our western connections, I would
most willingly abandon all the claims of
the State in favor of any parties who would
undertake to build the road within a reason-
able time, and could give a reliable guaran-
tee for the execution of their engagements,
Unless these guarantees are given within a
] ble time, cousidering the vital im
portauce of the enterprise, not ouly to New
Otleans, but to the entire Stare, I recom
mend that authority be given to purchase
the road on account of the State, and trans-
fer it, on favorable terms, tocome new or-
zanisation, composed of our own citizens
od others, who will andertaka to complete
i%. 'l'u_r State, as sccond morigage creditor,
has a right to purchase the completed por
tion of the road from New Orleans to Don-
aldsouville fur the price of $12,500 per mile.
It is not snpposed any purchaser will be
found willing to bid $25,000 per mile, the
amount of the first and second mortgages.

EONDS NOT TO BE PAID.

I bave determined, as I have already

i 11 lawfal means
stated, to resist by 3
yment of the 2,500 3

m«i" to the railroad com - A8 mid‘;:
aot approved twentieth of April, 15 Al
not n'e)g.rd them as valid obhgntmnnl oted >
State; the money which has nmnmuna ok
the treasury to meet the interest oww o
bomda, will £ (2 10 #2204 Fp L dhenville

the road from he : I
2‘::?:0 price of $12,500 per mile, should this
be determined upon. 5

THE BACKLONE RAILROAD.

vo. 4! December 30,
By act No. 43, approved o
1869, the New Orleans, oll;nztr‘:: m%om oo

10 railroud was
;:S::{ Lorized to iasue au;ond mortsla“g:
bonds to the amount of 12,500 per build.
This company was also authorized to s
branch roads, Congress b3 A% L0t " incor
ch 3, 1871, entitied 1
:lo‘r‘:!: the 'I:exn Pacilio _lero-{l Col;n‘l
practically recognized this roa

gl ; itie rail:
g f the Texas Paciti
:::m;l. l:-r::d;nosid of the building of

] t
oad from New Orleaus to Surevepor
:'ll: ll'!)‘;tou Ronge and Alandria grpnuz;}
to this company every alternate wo‘l:rl; o
public land designated by odd nup:h b
a balt of forty miles on each side lz! :;de pwn
posed route. This land has been Wit md"
from sale by the general govqrnma;t Ill:'““-
the provisions of the act. 1t is made u o
dition in the act that the company & ‘to
complete the road from New O‘rle\zum‘he
Vicksburg within five years !rol:? v
pussage thereof. By act of the Legis
tute No. 100, of 1872, the New Orleans,
Baton Rouge and Vicksburg compn.!ﬁ'
are given a more specific nghl: to bm’l
a road from New Orleans to Shreyeport via
Baton Rouge, and are aathorized to issue
first mertgage bonda to an amount not ex-
ceading $30,000 per mile. This act abro-
gates the provision of the original charter
granting the indersement of the gt__ate to
the second mortguge bonds of $12,500 u}
case the compapy issuea $30,000 per mile o
first mortgage bonds. To avoi all ques-
tion in this regard, I reqommend that
an act be passed repealing 80 much
of the original churter as authorized any
guarantee on the part of the State
%o incorse the second mortgage bonda of the
road. It is difficult to ascertain the con-
dition and prospects of this company
at the present time. I am informed
that they are now making an etfort to com-
bine with other interests to build the road
before the grant made by Congreas lapaes.
This graot approximates nearly 1,600,000
acres of publicland, and onght to afford a
sufficient basis, when the importance and
advantages of the proposed route are con-
aidered, to secure the early completion n)f
the road. The cowpany, by the act of 1872,
are required to build the road to Baton
Rouge, on the east side of the Mississippi
river. The railroad now builttoa point be--
yond Donaldsonville might be utilized
in forming » cobnection to a point
on tne river opposite Baton Rouge, and
thence to Shreveport, by which, it seems to
we, the company might comply with the
eonditions of the act of Congress, and se-
oure the land grant from Baton Rouge.
Should the company ask that the
aot of 1872 be amended s0 as not to
require them to build on the east side of
the river, . I euggest that you give
such request your careful cyns\d?rm
tion. Railroad “connection placing New
Ovleans in closer relations witn the
vast trude of Texas, as well as the trade ot
the distant portions of the Srate, is what is
most needed. No effort should be spared to
briug about this result.
THE LEVEES.

During the past year nearly 3,600,000
cabic yards ot levees have been built in
this State. The report of the commission
of engineers, herewith submitted, shows
that they have ordered ninety-seven levees
to be constructed this season, and have had
to decline building many wore, which they
have tarned over to the Levee Com-

pany to repair. These pew levees
will amount to 730,000 cubic yards,
but both from this report and from

the report of the board of State engineers,
it appears that at least s million cubie yards
could be advantageously ordered. The
maiotenance of the levees of the Missis-
gippi, is a subject of national importance,
and the State ot Louisiana, holdiag a larger
allavial territory than any other State bor-
dering upon that river, is vitally interested
in this guestion. The works required are
80 vast, the benefits to be derived so
widely extended that it has long been
thonght an appropriate subject for national
aid. As I stated 1n my inaugural address‘a
year ago, I was in a position during my
Iubors in & d:flerent department of the pub
lie service to ascertain the views of the na-
tional legislature on this important suhjeet,
and found them to be in evnsonance with
this opivion; but the Lezislature of this
State, by the incorporation of the Lavee
Company in 1871, having adopted on a very
large scala a plan of ita own for the con-
struetion and repairing of levees, the eon-
sideration oz the subject by the national
government was postponed. I take this
vceasion to renew the recommendation |
then maude, that the Legislature authorize
the appointment of a committee, to be com-
posed of citizens, fully competent to ex-
amine and report upon the character and
sufliziency of the levees constructed and in
process of comstruction by the company,
and tha degree of encrgy with which the
work is being conducted. In s matter
of such magoitude and importance, and
likely to constitute 86 great a drain on
the State treasury, it is all iwportant that
the people ehould know from the most re-
lmlﬂu sources whether this gigantic under-
taking is really to be euccessful, and confer
upon the State the results promisad.

In the meantime I recommend that the fonr
mill leves construction and repaic tux au-
thorized by the acts of 1871, be reduced to
three mills. This amount, 1 am assured, will
bo amply cufficient to provide for the con-
gtroction of the levees ordered, and all
probable necessary repaira.

RED RIVE
. When represegting the State in the United
htmrg Senate, beheving that the work was
practicable, I urged successfully an amend-
ment to the river and barbor i.ill, making,
among others, an appropriati- for the r:t
moval of the raft from Ri | r.ver and the
improvement ot Tone's bay u.
_The removal of this raft by the United
States, and the closing of Tone's bayou
with lhh.uame logs, has been a great feat of
engineering.  What the actual result will
be, in respeot to navigation and the height
of l:hfods. remaius to be seen.
teferring to the obstructions presen
by the falls at Alexandria, ltug«tl!)ifxl-
with the probable closing of the mouth
of Old river, conoerniog which petitions
have been received, I will state that I
have gent these pstitions to the State engi-
neers, with instroctions to make & apecial
report on the enbject. But as thess worka
appear too extensive for the State in ber
present condition, and as Reéd river ia & na-
tional river, bearing the products of several
Statea, and as the general government has
shown a disposition to improve itg naviga-
tion, it is t» be hoped it will continue the
vor I recommend that your body memo-
rializs Congress in this regard. ;
- CHEAP TRANSPORTATION
he people cf the State are to be'

ulated upon the favorable llghtbei:o:r%]rla;

tl;e attention of the entire country has bec
directed to the Mississippi river by the :n
pitions azitation of the cheap trnn-porta't,i(:"
questionin the West. Ouneresult of this o in
tation was manifest in the recent well l.imxd-
Vieit to our State of the Senate Coinmi:vi
on trausportation. There is every reuo”
to hope that this moviment will uhiumu-lll
80 strengthen the hands of our Ruprh»nuy.
tives in Congress as to render cumpu}“iv.:.
ly essay the hitherto difficult task of ob
taining for the State that consideratiol .
from the generai governinent to which it in
Justly entitled. The universally fuvomblﬂ
discussion of the Fort St. Philip canal mf
jeetis, I trust, but the certain prelude Lollh
construction of the canal itaclt, | recomm 3

lhnt.}llhuul unoecessary delay, v e
the right of way and expropriate ik‘:: Bross
l;::‘j‘ l.n:lln for the lcunnxruc'ion of the vl.-l:;:?-
completion wili be the signal for o
precedented infiux of canpital, ¢ ;o ol
Tibor ishyat capal, enterprise and
hich must infuse new h'xe into every

part of the State,
Maintenance of Order.
EFFVECTS OF VioLesck
To feccure a pe
i ' Perinanent T 4
prosperity, obedience to Jaw nl?x'::' ;:: em
foreed, riots, massacres and au-'néninatiu:n.
Capital, natarally iti
! RO Bensitiv
Violen ary ojenies "o Lirbulence nd
. @ tide of emi
tion bas heretofore stopped at our voryl o::

ders, thougilnohn.te, produsctiveness of aoil

and natdral resources, Loyis; p
sdvan over almost )
State. Occurrences such ag the
riot in New Orleans on the fifgy :
last, the massaore at Colfax, the

arade of resistance to law ip usive o
ville, and the unpunished St 1
officers of the law and worthy ori

the northern end western
State, have apread the ill “lw“'
iana far and wide.
VIGILANCE COMMITTER

The enforcement of the law
safeguard for every citizen, Onl’q )
dience to the law can he secure b
and efficiont protection for life
There are officers’ delegated for ¢
in every parish of the State,
in their vfficial duties they should
a strict accountability, aad w|
pointeea of the executive I wil] comyy,_arable
my duty in this regard as soon as thefgpducts
made known to e, All Mlhd.'mg
committees should be dlmmm““n
down. The \'iulenthkr'neting ouf of -

SE

isk t by irrespu raon 0.
criminals iﬁll)ﬂt;;l an ml;t “flr%
inalty than the otlense charged 3
persons punisbed. R, 55,000
THE COLFAX MASSACRE, h‘hﬂh.
Among the worst deeds of vig] '
have di&mcod the State, the "‘O.WPO;_)(
Colfax in ]April {:mt. iwl:mn s o
irresponeible mob, without ap;
whut‘;ver. slanghtered in mld"'.' t
than 160 colored people, atandy gy, i
relief eide by side with that other quinds in
slanghter in New Orleans in ds i
which shocked the moral sense of fds % ti
tire country. Proceedings have beafChe rec
to punish the Coltax rioters. *y Northe
DEPECTS OF LAW, o latter
But the working of the pre, ancial
law is defective, and needs lm?h‘ﬁ *ml
Measures will probably be o |
you providirg tor such “h“%“ru
and other jud:cinl regulatious ..'.#. th

the prompt punishmen. of actsof eolo
in the fow distant pariahes whers %a

dirorder still prevail. I ask forg soil. ¢
ures your early consideration and fatur
tbat peace #nd order may be e effort
tablisbed throughout the State, of b

MILITIA AND POLICE FORCE, -c‘l..d’l ;':;

At the commencement of the ppect taxy
State militia was in a diavn-gw.,'.:? l‘t
tion, but its reorganization has beyg (
ly prosecuted. The National aion of
First Division, Major Geoeral B 80
commanding, consista of over 2000 @t have
and men. Otlier commands are jj yrthwest.
of organization, which will ineny the ean

force to 3000 men, who can be ity
in every emergency. Tbws State lyigh man
ceived, during the year, from thy to t

States government Gatling RUDE ny®® the
howitzers, Springfield breech-loadi 08
Spencer carbines, and ammunitioy It

tillery harness, enough to cover they
due the State of $30,711 &0, and buyt wisdo
more complete outtit of arms, g
and ammunition than for years, 1 State

By act No. 37 of your last session pome po
tropolitan Police force was m 1 t
part of the militia of the State.

ure, fac from impairing the effi i
brigade as a police force, has heen {8y ca
materialiy improve their disciplined §f dixy
render them much more availably lot

maintenance of pexce and order limmedi
suppression of crime. den oppe

Among the services rendered lyOrer too
brigade may be named the followisg [ 18 pro)

On the fifth ot March, 1873, th ifs JUst ix
which the law authorizing their i ney
tion was sigued, the brigade wa ot

upon to defend the Jackson squan all
station, the Supreme Court and thew friend
district courts of the parish of Orleas huv
the attack of a mob, and also to ﬂ":"“

o W

the seventh precinct stationhonse,

the hands ot a body of armed men re]
well they performed theae duties issuOnAl ‘::"
that the

of record. e
On March G, a detachment of the > @80 6Li1
tock possessicn of Odd Fellows R eMing t
dispersed un assemblage known as 1 D o
Enery Legislature. Golored
On April 19, Colonel Flanagm D 8re be
a detachment of sixty officesd ani®® of the
proceeded to Amite, parish of Tangif™*
10 prevent vieldnt interference witl ,
legally elected officers of that parish. he pabli
On the twenty-fifth of Aprl, ov‘%m-l
Flanagan, with & detachment of abod 8,000,00
ofiicers and men, proceeded to Pogoultivaii
cent, parish of Livingston, where tia 8old, a
ish oificers were prevented by aa ¢ 10F sale
body from taking possession of 8 Were »
fices. ' ente
On  May 1. Brigadier General |P88sage
Badger procecded to St artikested Lh
parish of St. Martin, with a detaciueXéd by
150 men and one pieco of sy Bawmel
for tho purpose of suppressing deyi8 too I
and of aiding the civil officers. AIODAting |
force under command of Alcibg¥enue sh
Blane, styling himself Colonel of tailding |
Martin wilitia, evacuated the tom alluvial

their approach. The Metropolitan is not 5
ment occupied tha courthouss -8 MIZht
stalled the legal officers, and M O8Bts e

Blanc's command dispersed. :

On October 4, Captain Joseph, Wl = ThE |
oﬂicgr and twenty five men, weré are -
Covingten, St. Tammany parish, & RuiLs
protection to the authorities at the 8t tl
of the parish court. , 83§

On the nineteenth of October ¥ per
detachment of Metropolitan cavalfld pequir
sisting of Captain Suow, Lieutensiigs gopter
kirk and twenty-five men, reported# of |
uty United States Marshal T. W. revent
a8 & posse eomttatus, They embarkels §700,00¢
steamboat Ozark, for the parishes fron
Rapides and Cataboulz, and aided § of supe:
exeeution of United States warrilld be dq
many of the Coliax murderers.  je gehoo

In all these expeditions the objesd, T ur,
which they were undertaken were ¥ ¢o rest
plished, and the behavior of the ol bonds
:sln]n cfn,dll:'\’ has been at all limelﬁu:uuld
0 merit high commendation. : the

You will probably be asked to Teifha B Bucre
the city of New Orleans for am the ch
the Metropolitan Brigade while oo¥ef the St
48 State wilitia: also to make approp® which i
for the pay of the brigade as militia harticula
clalins ¥eem  to me to be just, l?“ml Byal

mend thet to your favorable con AGRIC
New Orleans. aect of

LEGISLATION REQUIRED.  the gen

The iuterests of New Orleans "l‘""":
closely interwoven with and soim """ :
the welfare of the State at large, 'f' ;
epeak for the requirements of 0 “,'
& very large ghare of your \.':“;
In the ‘year that haa passed the 3 l‘.
of New Orleans has increased, but ;:,‘.,‘;l

the exrent it should have done.

many biudrances in the shape of ﬁﬁ,j.,m
sary inspectors, vexatious port ch

cenges and monopolies which sho d ':":"
moved or lightened as far #8 porsth witn o
legislative ncuion. In particular I s

mend the albatement, by some 8D .,i,',,'.'

legislation, of the grievance knowd
towboat monopoly, which is geo
cognizod us an incubus, not only
¢riamerce of the pors of New

1 iRk

but on that of the whole M er oi
valley. There is much scope for ust b
legislation with regard to the genens

ests of the city, und a number "ﬁ;‘:i;'i
adapted to this end will, I unde £8, |
laid before you. =¢hu 17
EXCESSIVE FEES. | Bugest

The fees of notaries publie, clecksdlel with ¢
and eherifls, as at present aliow e st
or at least as charged, are enor n Koug
oppressive, Sogserious is this grievasdy in deb
it practically bars the way to the € b ac

many instances, Rather than inesfom of 1
heavy penaltises of litigation, e
fer to submit to wrongs which the 6

of justice were created to redr¥ | EXCES
Iaw which reduces these costs, and f# gxrand;

Iam certain, meet with the approv jve: tor
classes of c¢itizens. The maintel Eaary
prisoners in the Parish Prison, whitd® execit;

imposed by law on the sheriff st 88378140, 00
vagant raie of remuneration, sb MOt to e
8tored to the control of the eity. A uired
of nearly $30000 & year would “OUs

effected.” The compulsory fees pa "L 1o
progecution and conviction of @ nt to
and thes charges of the eity cor0¥gpe ity
also excessive. The coroners 8 L 1 e
paid by fixed saluries, and the € 38nce of ¢

criminal sheriff and distrier attorne*ethis i
be cither huited or reduced,
CRIMINAL COURT.
M:gny complaints are made regde
administ ation of erimingl law 19
lesns, While crimo generally 8
held a8 fully io eheek now thro
city as in years past, stiil it canno §
vied that, to an extent altogetber niver
ranted, criminals go enpunished fuld coof

¢ DA

:;;:it hoen Sppareat that 088 & yonp
18 insuflicient te try . st
of all the criminal business of #6® *&7"

taining o large and heterogeneous ¥




