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F u rs n a n t to  tb e  r e q u ire iu e a ta / j f  th e  sev 

e n te e n th  a r t ic le  o f  th e  c o n s t itu t io n  o f  th e  

S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a , th e  Senate m e t a t  th e  

M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i tu te ,  in  N e w  O rle a n s , L o u 

is ia n a .
A t  tb e  h o u r  o f  12 M . H o n . C . C . A n to in e , 

L ie u te n a n t  G o v e rn o r  o f  th e  S ta te , b y  v ir tu e  

o f  th e  c o n s t itu t io n ,  c a lle d  th e  S enate to  

o r d e r ,  he b e iD g  e x -o lf ie io  P re s id e n t o f  th e  
sam e.

O n  c a l l  o f  th e  r o i l  th e  fo llo w  in g  S enato rs  

answ e re d  to  th e ir  nam es:
M essrs. A le x a n d e r, B a rb e r , B e id e n , B la c k 

b u rn , B lu n t ,  B ovee , B re w s te r , B u t le r ,  
B u re b , C ra w to rd .  Cage, C h a d b o u rn , H a r r is ,  
K . F .  H e rw ig ,  In g ra h a m , K e ls o , M a s ico t, 
P o lla rd ,  K e y , S tam ps, S y p h e r, T w itc h e ll ,
li/i.tkiit* VUli a etnvi W liltflllV—V-lW e b e r, W h a r to n  W h itn e y — tJo.

T h e  P re s id e n t an n o u n ce d  a  q u o ru m  
p resen t.

P ra y e r  w a s th e n  o ffe red  b y  th e  I le v .  M r.  

T h o m p s o n , C h a p la in  e f  th e  Senate.

M r.  B re w s te r  o ffe re d , in  fo rm  o t ré so lu  

l io n ,  t h a t  th e re  be a p p o in te d  ou  th e  p a r t  o l 

th e  Senate  a c o m m itte e  o f  tw o  to  m e e t a 

s i m ila r  c o m m itte e  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  H ouse  

o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , w h o  a re  to  n o t i f y  th e  

G o v e rn o r  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  G e n e ra l 

A s s e m b ly .
M r .  B a rb e r  o ffe re d , in  fo rm  o f  re s o lu tio n , 

t h a t  th e re  be a p p o in te d  b y  th e  P re s i 

d e n t  a  c o m m itte e  o f  th re e  to  n o t i f y  

th e  H ouse  o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  o rg a n 

is a t io n  o f  th e  Senute.
M r .  H a r r is  sugge sted  th a t  th o  ru le s  re 

q u ire d  a l l  re s o lu tio n s  to  l ie  o v e r  one d a y ; 

a n d  p roposed  th a t  th e  d e s ire d  < ffe c t c o u ld  

be a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  a  s im p le  m o tio n .

T h e  P re s id e n t ru le d  th e  fo rm  o f  s im p ly  

m o tio n  to  be c o r re c t  a n d  p ro p e r  a t  th a t  

s ta g e  o f  p roceed ings .
S u b s e q u e n tly  M essrs. B re w s te r  a n d  B a r 

b e r  c h a n g e d  th e  fo rm s  o f  th e ir  p ro p o s it io n s ’ 

a n d  th e  sam e w e re  a d o p te d .
T h e  P re s id e n t a p p o in te d  the  fo llo w in g  in  

p u rs u a n c e  w i th  Ih e  m o tio n  o f  M r. B a rb e r-  

M essrs. B a rb e r ,  B re w s te r  a n d  S ta m p s ; a n d  

th e  fo l lo w in g  in  p u rs u a n c e  w i th  th e  m o tio n  

M r .  B re w s te r , to  w i t :  M essrs. B re w s te r  an d  
B u rc h .

T h e  c o m m itte e  to  in fo rm  th e  H o use  o f  

R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  

S e n a te  re p o r te d , b y  th e  c h a irm a n , M r. 

B a rb e r ,  th a t  i t  h a d  a tte n d e d  to  th e  d u tie s  

a s s igned  to  i t .

O n  m o tio n  o f  M r .  B a rb e r , th e  Senate 

w e n t in to  e x e c u tiv e  session.

E x e c u tiv e  session h a v in g  been ra ised , th e  

S e na te  w a s e u lle d  to  o rd e r  l>y th e  P re s i
d e n t.

O n  c a ll o f  th e  r o l l ,  th e  fo llo w in g  S enato rs  

a n s w e re d  to  t h e ir  nam es:

M essrs. A le x a n d e r,  B a rb e r , B a ld e n , B la c k 
b u rn ,  B lu n t ,  B ovee , B re w s te r , B u t le r ,  
B u re h , C ra w fo rd ,  Cage, C h a d b o u rn , l i a r  
r is s , E. P . H e rw ig ,  In g ra h a m , K e lso , M a s i
c o t,  P o lla rd ,  K e y . S tam ps, S yp h e r, T w ite lj -  
c l l .  W e b e r, W h a r to n ,  W h itn e y — 25.

MESSAGE FROM T1IF. HOCSK.
HofSK ok R k c u k - k s t a t iv k « .?  

New O rleans. La., J a n u a ry  5. 1,7.;, i  
T o  th e  H onorable P resid en t an d  M em bers o i  tb e  

Senate :

1 am  d ire c te d  b y  tb e  H o use  to  a sk  th o  
eu iiC L rrenee  o f  y o u r  h o n o ra b io  b o d y  in  th o  
fo l lo w in g  jo in t  re s o lu tio n , v iz :

J o in t  re s o lu tio n  N o . 1, r e la t iv e  to  th e  
s e a tin g  o l l io n .  P . B . S. P in c h b a c k , U n ite d  
S ta te s -S e n a to r  e le c t o f  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is i
ana..

V e rv  re s p e c t fu l ly ,  e tc .,
J O H N  W .K O X B O U O U G H ,

A s s is ta n t C le rk .

M r .  B a rb e r  m o v e d  to  p roceed  to  th e  elec 

7io n  o f  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  Senate .

O n  s u g g e s tio n  o f  M u  H a r r is  M e, I ’ u rb e r  

so am en d e d  h is  m o tio n  so to  in c lu d e  th o  

e le c tio n  o f  a l l  <;f ix e r s  re q u ire d  b y  a c t  N o . 

11. o f  th e  L e g is la tu re  o f  JS72. w b ie U  w as 
a d o p te d .

T h e  Senate th e n  p roceede d  t i f id  e îec fe d  

P . E . B e c h te l, S e c re ta ry  by- t i e  fo l lo w in g  

u n a n im o u s  vo te :

M essrs. A le x a n d e r,  B a rb e r , l l la e k b u r n .  
B e id e n , B lu n t ,  B o vee , B re w s te r , B u tle r ,  
B u rc h ,  C ra w fo rd ,  Cage, C h a d b o u rn . H a r  
r is . H a rp e r. E . V. H e rw ig ,  In g ra h a m , K e lso , 
M a s ic o t,  P o lla rd ,  K e y , S tam ps, S yp h e r, 
T w it c h e l l ,  W e b e r, W h a r to n ,  W h itn e y — 20.

M r .  In g ra h a m  n o m in a te d  W il l ia m  I I .  

G re e n  fo r  a s s is ta n t s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  S enate .

T h e  S enate th e n  p roceede d to  th e  eles. 

* io n  o f  th e  a s s is ta n t s e c re ta ry :

Yeas— B a rb e r, B e h le n , l l la e k b u rn .  I l lu n f ,  
B o vee , B re w s te r ,  B u t le r ,  B u rc h .  Cage, 
C h ad  bom  n, H a t r is . H a rp e r .  H e rw ig ,  I n 
g ra h a m . M a s ic o t, P o lla rd . It<-y, S tam ps, 
S y p h e r, T w u h e l l ,  W e b e r, W b a r to n , W h it 
n e y — 23.

B la n k — A le x a n d e r—?,

M r .  G  reen, h a v in g  re c e iv e d  tw e n ty - th re e  

v otes, w as d e c la re d  e le c te d  a s s is ta n t secre 

t a r y  o f  th e  Senate'.

t in  m o tio n  o l M r.  B u t le r ,  th e  Senate* p ro 

c e e d e d  to  th e  e lectiem  o l m in u te  c le rk .

M r.  B u t le r  n om in a tee l C . C. P a c k a rd  fo r  

t ir .n u te  c le ik .  w h o  w a s e le c te d  b y  th e  fo l

lo w in g  vo te :

M essrs. B a th e r ,  H e h le r ,  B la c k b u rn ,  
B lu n t ,  Ilove 'e , B re w s te r ,  B u t le r ,  B u re h , 
C ra w fo rd ,  Cage, C h a d b o u rn , l l a i r i s ,  H a r  
p e r , K . V . H e rw ig ,  In g ra h a m , K e ls o . M a s i
c o t ,  P o lla rd .  K e y , S tum ps, S yp h e r, T w ilc h -  
e l l.  W e b e r, W h a r to n ,  W h itn e y —25.

B la n k — A le x a n d e r— 1.

M r .  B u rc h  n o m in a te d  T h o m a s  R e b e r fo r  

a s s is ta n t m in u te  c le rk .

M r .  K e b e r was e le c te d  a s s is ta n t m in u te  

c le rk  b y  th e  fo llo w in g  vo te : •

M essrs. B a rb e r , B e id e n , B la c k b u rn ,  
B ln n t ,  B o vee . B re w s te r . B u t le r ,  B u rc h , 
C ra w fo rd .  Cage. C h a d b o u rn , H a rr is ,  
H a rp e r .  E . F . H e rw ig ,  Iu g ra h a m . K e lso , 
M a s ic o t, P o lla rd ,  K e y , S tam ps, S yp h e r, 
T w itc h e ll ,  W e b e r, W b a rto D , W h itn e y — 25. 

B la n k — A le x a n d e r— 1.

M r .  B a rb e r  n o m in a te d  W il l ia m  M u lfo rd  

f o r  se rg e a n t-a t-a rm s , w h o  was e le c te d  b y  

th e  fo l lo w in g  vo te :
M essrs. B a rb e r , B e id e n . B lu n t ,  Bovee. 

B re w s te r ,  B u t le r .  B u rc h ,  C ra w to rd ,  Cage. 
C h a d b o u rn , H a rr is .  H a rp e r .  E  K. H e rw ig ,  
K e ls o , M a s ic o t. P o lla id ,  K e y , S tam ps, 
S y p h e r. T w itc h e ll ,  W e b e r, W h a r to n .  W h it -  
n o v — 2J.

B la n k — A le x a n d e r— 1.

M r .  H a r r is  n o m in a te d  J o h n  V .  M ason 

lo r  a s s is ta n t se rg e a n t-a t-a rm s , w h o  w a s 

e le c te d  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  vo te :
M essrs . B a rb e r ,  B la c k b u rn ,  B lu n t ,  B ovee , 

B re w s te r .  B u t le r ,  B u rc h ,  C ra w lo rd ,  C h a d -

S ir  W h a r to n  n o m in a te d  T h o m a s  S. K e l ly  

M r. B o vee  n o m in a te d  A . W  T h o m p s o n  

and  J . B .  N o b le .

N o m in a tio n s  b e in g  c losed , th e  S enate p ro 

ceeded to  e le c t b y  v iv a  voce vo te . T h e  

fo l lo w in g  is  th e  re s u lt  o l  to e  f i r s t  b a l lo t :

F o r  T im o th y  D a v is — S y p h e r— 1. 
F o r  T h o m a s  S. K e l ly — W h a r to n — 1.
F o r  A . W . T h o m p s o n — B o v e e — ’ .
F o r  J . B. N o b le — B lu n t ,  Cage— 2.
F o r  M o n ro e  D a v is — H a rp e r— 1.
F o r  A l f r e d  H e n le v — B la c k b u rn ,  B re w s te  

B u rc h .  C ra w fo rd ,  K e ls o , P o lla rd — 6
F o r  L . D . H e rb e r t— A le x a n d e r,  B a rb e r ,  

B u t le r ,  H a r r is ,  In g ra h a m , M a s ic o t, K e y , 
Y\ --her— Ö.

F o r  A . J .  K e m p — B e id e n , C fcadbo u r 
E . F .  H e rw ig ,  S ta m p s— 1.

N o  e le c tio n .

M r. B u rc h  m o v e d  th a t  a i l  th e  n a tty  

d ro p p e d  e x c e p t th e  th re e  fc.ghest.

A d o p te d .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  »  Ih e  re s u lt  «1 th e  sevnti 
b a l lo t

F o r  A l f r e d  Ile n T e y— B îa o k T o im . B m w s fe  
B lu n t ,  B o vee , B u rc h ,  C ra w to rd ,  H a rp e r, 
P o lla rd ,  S y p h e r— 10,

F o r  L . b .  H e rb e r t— A le x a n d e r,  B a rb e r  
B u t le r ,  H a r r is .  E . F . H e rw ig ,  In g ra h a m  
M a s ic o t,  K e y , W e b e r

F o r  A . J .  K e m p — B e id e n , C h a d b o u rn  
S tam ps, T w it c h e l l ,  W h a r to n ,  W h itn e y — (j.

N o  e le c tio n .

T b s  S enate  th e n  p roceede d  to  th o  t h i r d  

b a llo t ,  w i th  th e  fo l lo w in g  re s u lt

F o r  A .  J .  Iv e m p —C h a d b o u rn , S ta m p s . 
W h itn e y — J.

F o r  A l f r e d  H e n le y — B la c k b u rn ,  B lu n t  
B o vee , B re w s te r ,  B u rc b . C ra w to rd ,  H a rp e r  
K e lso , P o lla rd ,  S yp h e r, T w it c h e l l— 11,

F o r  L .  D . H e rb e r t— A le x a n d e r,  B a rb e r , 
B e id e n , B u t le r ,  H a r r is .  E . F .  I le r w i_  
In g ra h a m . M a s ic o t,  K e y ,  W e b e r ,  W h a r to n

N o  e le c tio n ,

U t t  m o tio n  %if M r ,  H a r r is ,  t h o  c a n d id a te  

h a v in g  th o  lo w e s t n u m b e r  o f  Votes w as 
d ro p p e d .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  !»  th e te s u U  o f  fh e  fo u r th  

b a llo t :

F o r  A l f r e d  H e n le y — B la c k b u rn ,  B lu n t .  
B o ve e , B re w s te r , B u rc h , C ra w fo rd .  H a rp e r  
K e ls o . P o lla rd ,  S tam ns, S y p h e r ,T w itc h e !"  
W h a r to n ,  W h itn e y — 14.

K o r L .  D . H e rb e r t— A le x a n d e r ,  B a rb e r, 
B e id e n , B u t le r ,  C h a d b o u rn , E . F . H e rw ig , 
H a r r is ,  In g ra h a m , M a s ic o t, K e y , W e b e r— I I

M r ,  A . H e n le y  h a v in g  re c e iv e d  a  m a  

jo r i t y ,  w as d e c la re d  du ly* f le e te d  « lo o r  

keepe r.

T h e  S enate th e n  p ro ce e d e d  to  th e  e lec* 

t io n  o f  c h io f  m essenger.

M r .  H a r r is  n o m in a te d  P h il l ip p e  I^ e r r ip  

w h o  w as e le c te d  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  v o te  :

F o r  P h il l ip p e  l ’ e r r iu — B a rb e r , B e id e n , 
B la c k b u rn ,  B lu n t ,  B o vee , B re w s te r , B u t le r ,  
B u rc h ,  C ra w fo rd ,  C age, C h a d b o u rn , H a r 
r is .  H a rp e r ,  E . F . H e rw ig ,  In g ra h a m  
K e ls o , M a s ic o t, P o lla rd ,  K e y , S tam ps 
S y p h e r, T w itc h e ll ,  W e b e r, W h a r to n .  W h i t  
n e y — 25.

B la n k — A le x a n d e r— I .

E x e c u t iv e  C o m m u n ic a tio n » ,

MESSAGE FROM THK GOVKBNOIJ.

T h e  S p e a k e r d ire c te d  th e  C h ie f  C le rk  to  

re a d  th e  a n n u a l m essage o f  th e  G o v e rn o r,

8 t *t k  o s  LoriKlAN« h 
î t r e c u t tv e  D epartm en t. S 

i y  5.1874 )l e v  O rleans J a n u a ry  :

b o u rn , H a r r is ,  H a rp e r ,  H e rw ig ,  K e ls o , 
M a s ic o t.  P o lla rd ,  K e y , S tam ps. S y p h e r 
T w itc h e ll .  W e b e r, W h a r to n ,  W h u m y — 22. 

B la n k — A le x a n d e r,  B e id e n — 2.

M r .  B re w s te r  n o m in a te d  A lf r e d  H e n le y

fo r  d o o rk e e p e r o l th e  S enate .
M r .  B a rb e r  n o m in a te d  L .  D . H e rb e r t .  

Mr. S tam ps n o m in a te d  A . J . K e m p . 

NUr. H a rp e r  n o m in a te d  M . D a v is .

M r ,  S y p h e r nominated Timothy Davis.

I n  c o m p lia n c e  w i th  a  c o n s t itu t io n a l d u ty  
im jio s e d  u p o n  m e, I  s u b m it  th is ,  m y  message 

c o n ta in in g  in fo rm a t io n  re la t iv e  to  th e  S tate, 

to g e th e r  w i th  m y  v ie w »  a n d  ve e om m enda  

t io u s  o n  c e r ta in  fu b y e c ia  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

p u b lic  w e lfa re »

D u r in g  th e  y e a r  th a t  b as  J iasred s in c e  you  

la s t  c o n v e n e d  a k in d  P ro v id e n c e  bas  g iv e n  

th e  peop le  o f  th is  S ta te  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  good  
c ro p s . W e  h a ve  been in  a  g re a t-m e a s u re  

o x o m p te d  f ro m  fiu a n e i. t!  d is a s te r .R n d  w h ile  

c o n tig u o u s  S ta te s  a n d  e i t ie s b a r e  s u ffe re d  

f ro m  1bo sco u rg e  o f  p e s t ile n c e , e v e ry  com  

m u n it y  i n  th e  S ta te , w i t h  »in» e xce p tio n , 
has been s in g u la r ly  e x e m p t.  W i t h  

fe w  » x o e p tio n s , w h ic h  t  r e g r e t  to  

n o te , good  o rde t* hag p re v a ile d  th ro u g h  

o u t th e  S ta t»  * l’he g re a t  and  press 

in g  n e e d  n o w  1» r e l i e f  f ro m  tb e  b u rd e n  o f  

h e a v y  ta x a t io n  w h ic h  Ts si» d e p re s s in g  to  

a l l  th e  m a te r ia !  in te re s ts  o t th e  S ta te , I t  is  

y o u r  g re a t  p r iv i le g e  to  Tie in  a  p o s it io n  to  

c o n t r ib u te  la r g e ly  to w a r d  th is  re lie f ,  to  

in a u g u ra !»  m a n y  h e e d e d  r i lo r m s ,  a n d  to  

c o r re c t m a n y  abuses in  lb<% le g is la t io n  o f  

th e  p a s t,  Y 'oui* enem ies a a y  th a t  l i t t le  o r  

n o th in g  can  ba e x p e c te d  o f  y o u  In  th is  

re g a rd .  M a n y  o th e r  person», n o n  p  i r i is u n s ,  

w o u ld  g la d ly  f in d  g o o d  reason  t o  a p p ro v e  

y o u r  c o u rs e , w h ile  y o u r  t r ie n d s ,b o th  here 

an d  e lse w h e re , th e  s u p p o rte rs  o f th e  g re a t  

p a r ty  y o u  re p re s e n t e x p e c t y o u  to  d o  m uch  

to  m e r it  c o m m e n d a tio n , a n d  trus*. y o u  W il ' 
d o  n o th in g  to  d ese rve  ce n s u re . K h a li these  

re asonab le  e x p e c ta t io n s  h s  re a liz e d !  T h e  

re c o rd  o f  y o u r  a c ts  d u r in g  t l is  p re s e n t ses, 

s ion  w i l l  te l ] ,
t i 'in n n rC ,

\ H E  SITUATION IN JAWUXItT t . tS T ,

T h o  f in a n c ia l s itu a t io n  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  
o f  the  y e a r  w a s one  o f  e x t ra o rd in a ry  d i f f i 
c u l ty .  T h e  t re a s u ry  w as e m p ty . T h e  to ta l 
a m o u n t o f  ta x e s  c o lle c te d  d u r in g  th e  p re v i 
ous y e a r  w as less th a n  tb e  a m o u n t re tu rn e d  
d e lin q u e n t.  A g a in s t  th e  v a r io u s  e xh a u s te d  
h in d s  a m ass o f  u n p a id  w a rra n ts  had a c 
c u m u la te d ,  a g g re g a tin g  n e a r ly  $2,250,000. 
T h is  d is g ra c e fu l re s u lt  o f  th e  m a la d m in is tr :* -  
t io n  o f  th e  resou rces  o f  th e  S a te  d u r  
in g  p e ve ra l y e a rs  p a s t,  w a s  le f t  as an 
in h e r ita n c e  to  he add e d  to  th e  o th e r  e m b a r
ra ssm e n ts  o f  th e  p re s e n t a d m in is tra t io n .  
T h e  in te re s t  on th e  h e a v y  bond ed  d e b t o f  
tu e  S ta te  ha d  fa lle n  in  a r re a r  to  th e  e x 
te n t  o f  n e a r ly  $300,000. A l t  re c e ip ts  Iro m  
th e  im m e n s e  d e lin q u e n t lis ts ,  in c lu d in g  
ta x e s  d u e  th e  in te re s t,  echoed an d  o th e r  
h in d s  w e ie  t ie d  u p  b y  a c t N o . 81 o l 
1872, and  d e v o te d  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  th e  p a y m e n t 
o f  th e  o ld  o u ts ta n d in g  w a rra n ts , an d  a t  th e  
sam e t im e  those  w a rra n ts  w e re  in  » fle e t a 
lie u  on a l l  c u r re n t  re c e ip ts  to  th e  gen e ra l 
fu n d . A  sys tem  o f  esp ionage , w h ic h  i t  
seem ed im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  t re a s u ry  to  shake  
o ff, h a d  been  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  tb e  "dea lers in  
these  w a rra n ts ,  w h e re b y  th e y  w e re  in fo rm e d  
th e  in s ta n t  a  d o l la r  w as tu rn e d  in to  
th e  t ie a s u ry ,  a n d , p re s e n tin g  ih e ir  w a r 
ra n ts ,  d e m a n d e d  and  re c e iv e d  th e  sam e in  
p a y m e n t th e re o f. I t  th u s  seem ed l i k e ly  th a t  
n m h in g $ v o u ld  be re a liz e d  fro m  c u r re n t  re 
c e ip ts  .o m e e t th e  n e c ts s a rv  an d  le g it im a te  
e x p e n d itu re s  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, an d  i t  was 
e ven  d i f f ic u l t  to  d is t r ib u te  th e  fu n d s  re 
c e iv e d  a m o n g  th e  h o ld e rs  o f  th e  o ld  w a r 
ra n ts  e x c e p t in  th e  m a n n e r agreed 
u p o n  b y  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  w h ic h  had 
v ir t u a l  c o n t ro l o f  th e  tre a s u ry .  I  need 
n o t e n la rg e  in  th is  c o n n e c tio n  u pon  th e  hos
t i l i t y  a t  th a t  t im e  n lu n ite s te d  to w a rd  a l l  th e  
d e p a rtm e n ts  o f  th e  M a to  g o v e rn m e n t. I t  
is  s u f f ic ie n t  to  say th a t  tb e  re s is ta n ce  to  th e  
e n fo rc e m e n t o t a l l  la w s  a n d  tb e  pay m e n t o f  

ta x e s  w a s  e s p e c ia lly  « n ih a ir a ts in g  toa l l
th e  f in a n c ia l o ffice rs  o f  th e  S ta te .

PRESENT CONDITION.

T b e  p re s e n t s itu a t io n  is  n o t  w i th o u t  its
d is c o u ra g e m e n ts , y e t  c o m p a re d  w i th  th a t  
o f  ouo  y e a r  sg o , i t  a ffo rd s  ju s t  g ro u n d s  fo r  
c o r g r a tu la t io n .  R es is tance  to  th e  p a y m e n t 
o f  tu x e s  an d  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  th e  laves h .»  
been h a p p ily  a b a n d o n » d. T h e  c o lle c t io n s  
o f  re ve n u e , e x c e e d in g  $5,000,000. h a ve  been 
la rg e r  iu  a m o u n t, a n d , I  m a y  s a fe ly  a ff irm , 
h a ve  been e ffe c te d  w ith  less loss and  
expense  to  th e  S ta te  th a n  fo r  m a n y  
y e a rs  pa s t. O n  an a p p e a l to  th e  
c o u rts , a c t  N o . 81 w a s  u n h e s ita t in g ly  p ro 
n oun ced  u n c o n s titu t io n a l,  w h ic h  a c t io n  o f  
th e  ju d ic ia r y ,  I  t ru s t  w i l l  lie  su p p le m e n te d  
it y o u r  b o d y  b y  th e  in s ta n t  re p e a l o t th a t  

e x t ra o rd in a ry  p iece  o f  sp e c ia l le g is la tio n . 
T h e  a c t io n  o f  th e  o o u r is  re s to re d  th e  
d e lin q u e n t ta x e s  to  th e  lu n d s  lo r  w h ic h  
th e y  w e re  le v ie d ,  a n d  b e in g  fo llo w e d  
b y  e n e rg e tic  and  ju d ic io u s  m easures 
on tb e  p a r t  o f  th e  o ffice rs  ch a rg e d  w ith  th e  
c o l le c t io n  o f  th e  revenues eoou re s u lte d  in  a 
m a rk e d  c h a n g e  fo r  th e  b e t te r .  T h e  la rg e  
a m o u n t o f  o v e rd u e  in te re s t  w as p a id  e a r ly  
iu  th e  y e a r, a n d  s ince  th e n  th e  c u n e n t  in 
te re s t hae been p a id  p ro m p t ly  a t  m a tu r i ty ,  
w i th  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  in te re s t  o n  som e 
$6,000,000 o f  bond «  h e ld  in  a b e y a n c e  s a b - 1

je c t  to  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  c o u r ts . T h e  c o l
le c tio n s  o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  in te re s t  fu n d  
h a v e  been  s u f f ic ie n t  to  p a y  th a t  a m o u n t  
a lso , iu  case i t  s h a ll u l t im a te ly  be 
d e c id e d  th a t  th e  bonds e n jo in e d  a re  a le g i t i 
m a te  in d e b te d n e ss  o f  th e  S ta te . A  r ig id  
in s p e c tio n  a n d  s u p e rv i t i  in  o f  th e  business 
o f  ta x  c o lle c to rs  has been m a in ta in e d , an d  
th e y  h ave  been re q u ire d  to  m a k e  th e ir  se t
t le m e n ts  in  person  w ith  th e  p ro p e r  o ffice rs , 
in s te a d  o f  th ro u g h  b ro k e rs , as in  m a n y  in 
s ta n t» «  h e re to fo re .

W HAT HAS ltEEN DUNE.

I t  is  w e ll k n o w n  th a t  in  p ra c t ic e  w a r ra n ts  
c o u ld  n o t be p a id  as issu ed , a n d  w e re  n o t  
p a id  to  th e  o t ig in a l h o ld e rs , b u t  w e re  s o ld  
on  th e  s tre e t a t  th e ir  “ m a rk e t  v a lu e ”  an d  
c o lle c te d  in  f u l l  b y  m id d le  r a m  as m o in e y  
cam e in to  th e  t re a s u ry .  T h e  A u d ito r ,  
ta k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o t th is  s ta te  o f  a f la irs  
fo r  th e  b e n e fit o f  th e  S ta te , in a u g u ra te d  a 
s.yst»:n b y  w h ic h  th e  fu n d s  re c e iv e d  w e re 
d is t r ib u te d  iu  a  m ore  e q u ita b le  a u d  sa tis  
fa c to r y  m a n n e r, a n d  a t  th e  s t in t - t im e  a s a v 
in g  o f  o v e r  $200.000 w as r tm liz e d  to  th e  S ta te , 
w h ic h  w o u ld  o th e rw is e  h a v e  b een  p a id  to  
s p e c u la to rs , w i th o u t  b e n e fit to  th e  o r ig in a l 
h o ld e rs  o f  th e  w a r ra n t * .  These w a r ra n ts  
w e re  ca n ce le d , a n i l a re  n o w  in  th e  t re a s u ry , 
th e  v o lu m e  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  w a rra n ts  b e ing  
o f  cou rse  re d u c e d  b y  p re c is e ly  t h a t  a m o u n t. 
B y  th is  m eans a n d  by  a s c ru p u lo u s  ca re  in  
th e  issuance  o f  w a rra n ts ,  a n d  b y  c o n f in in g  
th e  issue d u r in g  th e  la t t e r  p o r t io n  o f  th o  
y e a r  to  expenses o f  o ffice rs  a n d  e th e r  neces 
s a ry  expenses o f  th e  S ta te , we w i l l  be ab le  
to  b e g in  th e  n e w  y e a r  w i th  $193.000 o u t 
s ta n d in g  w a rra n ts "  o i  1873, in s te a d  o f  o v e r  
$ 500.000k

WHAT S Ifo C L »  BE tiO N K .
I n  t h is  c o n n e c tio n  I  d e s ire  t<* c a l l v o u r  

a t te n t io n  to  se v e ra l m a tte rs  w h ic h  a p p e a r 
to  m e to  be o f  m o s t v i t a l  im p o rta n c e :

1. Th<* a b s o lu te  ne c e s s ity  o l h e re a fte r  
c o n f in in g  y o u r  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  r ig id ly  w ith  
in  th e  revenues. T h is  is  th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  
o f  o u r  f in a n c ia l re d e m p tio n , a n d  un less i t  is  
a d o p te d  in s ta n t ly , in  p r in c ip le  an d  p ra c t ic e  
a n d  a d h e re d  to , w e  m a y  c h e r is h  s m a ll 
hopes o f  p e rm a n e n k  im p ro v e m e n t i n  n u r  
c o n d itio n .

2 I t  is  b e lie v e d  to  t ie  a  w ho lesom e le g a l 
p r in c ip le ,  t h a t  th e  reve n u e s  o l*  each  y e a r  
m u s t ta k e  ca re  o f  th e  e x p e n d itu re s  o f  th a t  
y e a r  a n d  no  o th e r . 1 b e lie v e  th is  to  be 
so u n d  p o lic y  a n d  am  s a t i* t ie d  i t  w o u ld  be o f  
g re a t  b e n e fit  to  th e  S ta te , te n d in g  t o r e  
lie v e  c o n fu s io n , to  re s to re  o rd e r ,  a n d  to  
c h e c k  im p ro v id e n c e  ia  th e  fu tu re ,  i f  th is  
p r in c ip le  w e re  p o s it iv e ly  re c o g n is e d  by  
s ta tu te .

3. I t  s h o u ld  be s p e c ifie d  a m o n g  th e  d i i t ’ es 
o t  th e  A u d ito r  o f  P u b lic  A c c o u n ts  t h a t  he 
s h a ll in  n o  case issue a  w a r ra n t  u n less  th e  
fu n d s  a re  th e n  in  th e  t re a s u ry  to  p a /  th e  
sam e on d e m a n d . W h e n  th is  is d o n e  w e 
s h a ll n o  lo n g e r see S ta te  w a r ra n ts  h a w k e d  
a b o u t th e  s tre e ts  a n d  h e a r no  m o re  o f  co m 1 
b in a tio n s  to  o b ta in  p re fe re n ce s  a t  th e  tre a s 
u r y .  I t  w i l l  d o  a w a y  w i th  te m p ta t io n  
s p e c u la te  on th e  c r e d it  o f  th e  M a te  an d  re 
l ie v e  us o f  a  h o s t o f  e v i ls  w h ic h  ha vs been 
e q u a lly  a n n o y in g  to  th e  o h ice rs  o f  th e  gov  
e m in e n t  a n d  d is c re d ita b le  io  ta e  »täte, 
ana q u ite  p e rsu a d e d  th a t  th e  re c o g n itio n  o f  
these  p r in c ip le s  b y  s ta tu te  w i l l  p ro d u c e  
m o s t s a lu ta ry  re s u lts . T h e y  a re  c e r ta .n , c le a r  
a nd  ju s t  in  th e m se lve s , a n d  w i l l  he a  p e r 
p e tu a l a d m o n it io n  to  econo m y w i. ic h  ca n  
n o t  w e ll be d is re g a rd e d . I  co m m e n d  th e m  
m o s t e a rn e s tly  to  y o u r  c o i s id e ra te  a c t io n  

PUBLIC DEBT.

Front t h o  re p o r t  o f  a  c o m m itte e  o f  
p ro m in e n t c it iz e n s  a p p o in te d  b y  m e  to  
e x a m in o  an d  c la s s ify  th e  d e b t o f  th e  S ta te  
(» c o p y  o f  w h ic h  I  h e re w ith  t r a n s m it ). an d  
fro m  th e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  A u d ito r  o f  P u b  
l ie  A c c o u n ts , i t  a ppe a rs  t h a t  th e  c o n t in g e n t 
d e b t o f  th e  S ta te  is  as follows.
B alance  o f  su b sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  in

1352, to  ra ilro a d s ..........
Bonita w hich  oiay be issued  to  th e  M issis

sipp i And M exican »hilf S h ip  C anal 
Com pany, u n d e r a c t  No lit ', o f 18GB.. 

B ond* w hich  m ay be issued  to  th e  New 
O rleans. M obile an d  T i . i u  R ailroad  
Xhimpanv. u n d e r sec tio n  one o f a i tN o .
2(1, o f u m .......................................................

b o n d s  w h ich  m av  be issued  to  th e  sam e  
com pany  u n d e r sec tio n  sev e n  o f  a c t
No 31 o f 1870...............................................

£ o m U  w h i-h  m a y b e  i s s u 'd  to  th e  New 
O rleans, B aton  Bouge a n d  V iehsburg  
Halb cad  C om pany. ae tN o . 1:7, o f  IS-*, 
n u m b er o f  m iles  500, a t  :-.12,500 j>er
m ile ., ...............................................................

Bonds w h ich  may- be issued to  estab ! *1» 
a  c h a rity  h osp ita l a t  S h rev ep o rt, u n 
d e r a c t  No. 149of 1809................................

O b ligations to  su b sc rib e  ISO , ,  „* 
s to ck  o f M ississippi Valley : M vigati. -i 
v o m p an v  o f th e  S ou th  an d  W ent, a c t  
S o . 34 .o f f 870................................................

. $?.•:>3.00»

lotaT

Î Tti.OtO

:.55.c:o

C o n tin g e n t l ia b i l i t ie s  t in d e r  a c ts  passe.! 
b y  th e  L e g is la tu re  s u b s e q u e n tly  to  th e  
a d o p tio n  o f  th e  a m e n d m e n t o l  th e  c o n s t itu 
t io n  l im i t in g  th e  S ta te  d e b t*
A ct loo . passed  in  1870 (p r in te d  *h tl-t* 

law 'so t 1871) e n ti t le d  • '  An a c t  t o  in* 
corpo  a te  th e  A ik an sa s  a n d  belt •
K a11 road  t ’um pany lend g rim  ing  a id  tu
th e  »a* e* ...................................................

A »f28. 1871, g ia n tin g  aid to  t lie  ro u lli-
e a s te rn  R ailroad C om pany .................

A ot29, 1871, c re a tii  g  th e  M ississippi R iver 
N avigation  C om pany, an d  g r a n n i g
th e  aid  of th e  S ta te  th e r e to .................

A ct 31, 1871. to  build  a  M ate  house, an d  
p ro v id in g  fur th e  issu e  o f Loud:»
th a r e 'o r  ......................... ..............................

Ac I 41V 1371 to  in co rp o ra te  to  th e  AIo~.an- 
d ru i so il K ulten R ailroad < o u ip au y ,
ao d  to  g ra n  M a ie a id  th e r e to . ..........

A c t 41, 1871, lo  p rom ote  th e  in te re s t  ot 
eom ne-rce b y  es ta b lish in g  th e  J.oiii.t 
a im  W a rehouse  Cone any, and  g u u r
(to tee in g  th e  bun d s th e re o f .................  1590,009

A ct 106/approved O ctober 25, 1871, '  K- !.. 
f iv e  to  th e  New O rleans a n d  N orth- 
c i s t e r n  R ailroad  ' imiiiiiiiy. a n  „ to  
ta e iU 'u te  a  d a id  {lie c o n s tru c tio n  o f
a r id  ra ilro ad , e t c . . . .................................

JO J 43 1873,prov ides iu sec tion  n ine o f th e  
e e l  fur tiie  issue  ot bonds to  th e  la- e s  
A* »bipany .....................................................................

1,500070

1.37*j,WO

1,71 ..105

1,000,500

T o ta l....................................................... tsS.ObUJOO

T o ta l  c o n tin g en t l i a b i l i t i e s ............  $21,090,500

Tn some cases these law.« a re  v o id , b u t  t h e ir
x is te u c e  u p o n  th e  s *a lu r«  b o o k  t*  e a leu  

a te d  to  re fle c t  d is c re d it  u p o n  Ih e  S ta te . I, 
th e re fo re , e a r r ie s T y  re c o m m e n d  th a t  a l l  
aw s o r  p a r ts  o l la w s  e x te n d in g  th e  c re d it  

o f  th e  S ta te  to  a n y  o f  these  c o rp o ra tio n s  »>r 
in v o lv in g  a n y  c o n t in g e n t l i a b i l i t y ,  on th e  
p a r t  o f  th e  S ta te , be im m e d ia te ly  re p e a le d . 
T h is  cu n  he done  b y  ont* s w e e p in g  a c t ,  
w h ic h  I  t r u s t  y o u  w i l l  im m e d ia te ly  pa -s .

A n  a c t  w as passed ia  1836 to  lo a n  the  
bon d s  s»f  th e  S ta te  to  th e  G itiaens* B a n k  to  
th e  a m o u n t o f  $12,000,(1)0. T h «  th ir d  
se c tio n  o f  th e  n e t  p ro v id e d  T h a t  lo r  
th e  g u a ra i jte e  o f  th e  hoc  da  t o  he e m ir ,  
te d  b y  th e  S ta te  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  U it i  
zens' B u n k , and  o f  th e  in te re s t  th e re o f, and  
o r  w h ic h  th e  S ta te  p ledges t 's  f a i t h ,  a l l  th e  

c u r il ie s  g ran te  d  b y  th e  a c t  o f  u c o rp o ra  
in  o f  s a id  b a c k , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  b y  th e  

th ir d  an d  fo u r th  se c tio n s  o t s a id .a c t.  to  th e  
h o ld e rs  o f  its  b o n d s  a re  h e re b y  t ra n s fe r re d  

th e  S ta te , a n d  th e  h o ld e rs  o f  th e  bonds 
w h ic h  m a y  he issued in  v ir tu e  o f  th is  a c t,  
e tc . T h e  h a n k  has p a id  th e  in te re s t  on  the  
bunds, an d  has redeem ed th e  g re a te r  p a r t  
o f  th e m , le a v in g  $ 1,297.333 33 s t i l l  o u ts ta n d 
in g . I t  is  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  p r in c ip a l and  in  
te re s t o f  these  bond s a re  t a l l y  secu red , and  
th a t  th e  S ta te  w i l l  n o t  be « a ile d  u p o n  to  
p » v  e ith e r .

Tbe. bonds lo aned  th e  C o n s o lid a te d  A ssn  
d a t io n  b y  th o  S m te  n ta n v  y e a rs  s ince  have  
bee« c a n c e lle d  e x c e p t $531,417, w h ic h  m a y  
be re c k o n e d  in  th e  sam e c a te g o ry  as those  
lo a n e d  th e  C itiz e n s ’ B u n k ,  an d  lo r  w h ic h  
the  S ta te  can  in  n o  p ro b a b le  c o n tin g e n c y  
be lia b le .

T h u s  th e  d e b t o f  th o  S ta te  f o f  w l t ic l t  th e  
S ta te  ca n , in  a n y  p ro b a b le  c o n t in g e n c y ,  be 
’ ’ ab le , is  as fo llo w s :

s o lu t io n ,  a n d  i t  m u s t be d e a lt  w i th .  I n  
m y  ju d g m e n t, i t  ca n  be  b e s t s o lv e d  b y  
th e  passage o f  a w e ll  d ig e s te d  fu n d in g  
b i l l ,  a cco m p a n ie d  b y  a p p ro p r ia te  c o n s t itu 
t io n a l a m e n d m e n ts . T b e  m a in  fe a tu re s  >f 
th e  b i l l  s h o u ld  be th e  c o n v e rs io n  o f  th e  
w h o le  bond ed  an d  f lo a t in g  d e b t o f  th e  S ta te  
in to  c o n s o lid a te d  bonds, h a v in g  f o r t y  y e a rs  
to  ru n ,  a n d  b e a r in g  a u n ifo rm  ra te  o f  in te r 
est. T h e  e x c h a n g e  to  be m ade a t  th e  
ra te  o f  s ix t y  c e n ts  in  c o n s o lid a te d  bonds 
fo r  each d o l la r  o f  bonds , w a r ra n ts  a n d  c e r 
t if ic a te s  o f  in d e b te d n e s s  n o w  o u ts ta n d in g .

T h e  c o n s t itu t io n a l a m e n d m e n t s h o u ld  
p ro v id e  th a *  a* soon as th e  d e b t is  re d u ce d  
b e lo w  $25,000,000 i t  s h a ll re m a in  l im i te d  a t  
th e  lo w e s t p o in t  a t ta iu e d  u n t i l  re d u ce d  to  
$15,000,000 b e y o n d  w h ic h  p o in t  i t  s h a ll 
n e v e r  be in c re a se d — th e  c o n s o lid a te d  bonds 
to  b o ^ e c o g n iz e d  in  th e  c o n s t itu t io n  a n d  th e  
ra te  o f  ta x a tio n  fo r  a l l  pu rposes l im ite d  to  
fo u r te e n  a n t  a h a l f  m i l ls — a n d  a p ro v is io n  
a ls o  b y  c o n s t iru t io n a l a m e n d m e n t fo r  th e  
p a y m e n t o f  th e  in te re s t  on  th e  c o n s o lid a te d  
bon d s  as i t  acc ru e s  w ith o u t  f u r th e r  a p p ro 
p r ia t io n  f ra tn  th e  L e g is la tu re .  C o n s u lta t io n  
w i th  m a n y  la rg e  h o ld e rs  o t o u r  bond s  an d  
w ith  e x p e r ie n c e d  f in a n c ie rs  lia s  c o n firm e d  
m e in  th e  o p in io n  th a t  w i th  su ch  a fu n d in g  
b i l l  a m i w ith  a  c o n s t itu t io n a l a m e n d m e n t 
o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  in d ica te » ! o u r  w h o le  d e b t 
can  be re a d ily  lu m le d  a t  th e  ra te  m e n tio n e d  

WHAT WOULD BE GAINED.

T h e  s u b s ta n t ia l re s u lra  o f  a success fu l 
e x e c u tio n  o f  th is  p o l ic y  w i l l  be best i l lu s 
t ra te d  b y  a re fe re n c e  to  o f f ic ia l f ig u re s .

T h e  to ta l  d e b t  o f  th e  b ra te , fu n d e d  a n d  
u n fu n d e d , as app e a rs  b y  th e  o f fic ia l re c o rd s  
ia  th e  A u d ito r ’s o ffice , is  as fo llo w s :
Bonds o u ts ta n d in g  Ja n u a ry  1. 1374 .$22.427.300 00
A uditor’s w a n a n ts  (o ld)........... .. 1,531,185 15
A udito r’s  w a -ra n ts  (new . 1873), J a n -

u ary  Ï, 1374. a b o u t ......................... .  193,615 42
C ertific a tes  o f  in d eb ted n e ss  ( o ld ) . . . .  131,785 42

T o t a l . . . . .  .......................... .......... $24,283.886 00

The. p re s e n t ra te  o t  ta x a t io n  lo r  a l l  
pu rposes  is  tw e r ty -o n e  and  a h a l f  m ills .  
T h e  e x is t in g  d e b t o f  $21,283,886, fu n d e d  
a t  s ix t y  ce n ts  on  th e  d o l la r ,  w o u ld  le ave  
us w i th  a n e w  d e b t o f  $14,570,331 60. 
I f  a n y  p o r t io n  o f  th e  b o n d s  n o w  be
in g  te s te d  in  th e  c o u r ts  a re  d e c la re d  
il le g a l,  th e  n e w  d e b t w i l l  be co n 
s id e ra b ly  less th a n  th is  la t t e r  su m . T b e  
in te re s t  ta x  a t  p re s e n t U  e le v e n  a n d  a  h a l f  
m ills ;  th e  ra te  Decessary to  p a y  a l l  th e  in 
te re s t on  th o  n e w  d e b t re p re s e n te d  b y  c o n 
s o l id a te d  bond s is  f iv e  a n d  a  h a l f  m ills .  I t  
s h o u ld  he re m e m b e re d , a lso, t h a t  th is  e s t i
m a te  is  based u p o n  o u r  p re s e n t g re a t ly  re 
d u c e d  assessm ent. I t '  f iv e  a n d  a h a l f  m ills  
on  o u r  p re s e n t lo w  assessm ent w i l l  p a y  
th e  in te re s t  on  th e  c o n s o lid a te d  »lebt, 
i t  i *  a p p a re n t th a t  as soon as th e  re lie f  
b ro u g h t b y  th e  re d u a tn n  o f  o u r  b u rd e n s  
be g in s  to  be f e l t  a n d  p ro p e r ty  a p p re c ia te s , 
as i t  n e ce s s a rily  m u s t, a  less ra te  th a n  f iv e  
a n d  a  h a l f  m ills  w i l l  p a y  th e  in te re s t  o n  
th e  c o n s o lid a te d  bonds. T h e  in te re s t  t a x  
m ay th e n  be s t i l l  fu r th e r  re d u ce d , o r ,  re m a in 
in g  a t  fiv e  a i d  a  h a l f  m ills ,  th e  su t p lu s  m a y  
be a p p lie d  to  th e  re d e m p tio n  o t  conso ls  
u n t i l  th e  w h o le  d e b t is e x t in g u is h e d .

A  s ta te m e n t o f  o u r  c o n d it io n  n o w  a n a  
a f te r  fu n d in g  :h e  d e b t a n d  in c o rp o ra t in g  in  
th e  c o n s t itu t io n  th e  p ro v is io n  h e re in  re co m 
m en d e d  w o u ld  sh o w  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o m p a r 
a t iv e  re s u lts :
Ota lie b t..........................................................$21 283 886

Mills.
O ld  In te re s t  t a x ................ ............................................Ir is
O la school t a x .................  1 . . .  ............................... 2
Old gen e ra l fund  t a x ..........  .......................................4
O .d levee c o n s tru c tio n  a n d  re p a ir  t a x ................4

Total tax fo r all purpose* 
New debt............................

'old .........2116

B e-.* In te re s t t a  .........................................
New school t a x ...........................................
N ew  re lie ra i  lu n d  t a x ......... ................ .
N e w  levee const ru e  lion an d  re n a ir  tax  

m en d e d  to  b e  re d u ce d  one m ill ; . . .

In te res t bearing obligations o f the
R iate  o u ts ta  d ing  J a n u a r)  1, I874.$22,427,380 00 

O u ts ta n d in g  g e a e ia l  tu i.d  w a rra n ts
(o le ) .........................................................  5,531,135 16

O u ts ta n d in g  g en e ra l tu i.d  w a rra n ts
(new ), J a n u a ry  1. 1674............... .. 133615 42

C ertific a tes  o f  in d eb ted n e ss  (old) . . .  131,735 42

T o ta l funded  sn d  un funded  d eb :
o f  th e  « tä te ............................... $24,283 886 00

I t  ia th is  d e b t w i th  w h ic h  "we h a v e  to  
de a l.

T h e  s u b je c t  Is  on e  w h ic h  w i l l  re q u ire  
in  y o u r  d e l ib e ra t io n s  th e  h ig h e s t e x e r 
c ise  o f  s a g a c ity  a n d  firm ne ss , iu  o rd e r  

h a t ju s t ic e  m a y  be d one  as ta r  as pon
t ile  to  b o th  d e b to r  a n d  c re d ito r ,  an d  M  

th e  sam e t im e  th e  S ta te  be re lie v e d  sg fa r  
ns p ra c t ic a b le  o f  an in c u b i s w h ic h  f lu e n t  

ns to  d e s tro y  th e  p ro s p e r ity  o f  th e  c< m  
o n w e a lih .  I t  is  tb e  w e ig h t o f  a h e a v y  

e b t  n n d  c o t.s e q u e n t h e a v y  ta x a t io n ,  to 
o th e r  w ith  th e  e x h a u s tiv e  e x p e n d itu re s  o f  

th e  Stat«v g o v e rn m e n t th a t  have  d o n e  six 
uch  to  im p a ir  o u r  c re d it ,  to  r e ta rd  ih  * de- 
lu p m e n t o t o u r  com m e rce  a nd  to  d e te r  

c a p ita l an d  la b o r  f ro m  s e e k in g  in  th e  in e x -  
' a u s t ih le  s o il,  th e  b e n e fic e n t c lim a te  an d  
he a b u n d a n t n a tu ra l a d v a n ta g e s  o f  o u r  

S ta te , a m ust p ro f ita b le  f ie ld  o t e m p lo y m e n t.

PROPOSED FUNDING.

I t  is  id le  n o w  to  d w e ll u p o n  th e  o r f l u  o f  
th is  d e b t, o r  to  re v ie w  tb e  m is fo rtu n e s  o r  
p ro f lig a c y  o f  e x p e n d itu re  b y  w h ic h  i t  w as 
in c u r re d .  T h e  p ro b le m  is  b e fo re  us fo r  1

T o ta l ta x  fo r nl! p u rpose»  b le w ' ................. 144,

T h e  la w .  as  i t  n o w  s ta n d s , a l lo w  
th e  v a r io u s  p a r is h e s  t o  assess a ta x  
to r  p a r is h  p u rp o se s  e n u a l t o  109 pc 
c e n t e f  b ta te  ta x ,  a n d  n o  m o re . M o s t 

th e  p a r is h e s  assess u p  to  th e  l im i 
o f  th e  S ta te  ta : : ;  hence a r e d u c t io n  o f  seven 
m il ls  S ta te  ta x  w i l l  be e u a l to  a to ta l le  
d u c tn m o t  fo u r te  a m  i f *  ta x a tio n ,  p a r is h  
a n d  S ta te .

EBCOM MEN DATIONS OV *’!!K NEW  DEBT 

T h e  n e w  d e b t th u s  p rop o se d  to  b e  e re  
led w i l l  be  c e r ta in  in  a m o u n t,  o f  

d o u b ti d  le g a li ty ,  a n d  w i th in  th e  w i l l  a n a  
a b i l i t y  o t tu e  p e o p le  to  p a y , w h e re as  
m u c h  o f  th e  o ld  d e b t is b e lie v e d  to  be o f  
u n c e r ta in  le g a li ty  a n d  m o re  u n c e r ta in  
e q u ity ,  e n ta i l in g  :* r a te  o f  ta x a t io n  w h ic h  
is  ru in o u s  to  o u r  p ro sp e c ts  o f  p ro s p e r ity , 
T h e  n e w  c o n s o lid a te d  bonds, b e in g  gu  
R uteed in  th e  c o n s t itu t io n ,  a n d  h e ld  a g a in s t 
a peop le  ab le  an d  w i l l in g  to  p a y  in te re s t  
and  p r in c ip a l ,  w i l l  be w o r th  m u c h  m ore  
iu t r iu s ic a l ly  tn a n  th e  o ld  in d e b te d n e s s  fo r  
w h ic h  th e y  w i l l  be e x c h a n -e d .

O u r  bonds d o  n o t n o w  a ve ra g e  m o re  th a n  
f i t l y  c e n ts  »in th e  d o l la r .  T h e  p u rc h a s e r  o f  
o u r  s ix  p e r  c e n t boud s  at. th is  t im e  re a lly  re  
re iv v s  tw e lv e  p e r c e n t  o n  h is  in v e s tm e n t, 
O f  th is  tw e lv e  y e r  c e n t, s ix  p - r  c e n t re p re 
sents  h is  a c tu a l o u t la y ,  a n d  s ix  p e r c e n t  is 
th e  u su ra n ce  ho rece ive s  on  h i*  in v e s tm e n t 
o r  th e  p re m iu m  we p a y  o n  o u r  d is c re d it .  
T o  re lie v e  th e  S ta te  a u d  to  cause o u r  
c re d ito rs  as l i t t le  lo ss  as p o ss ib le , i*  th e  
p ro b le m  b e fo re  us. I f  i t  be sa id , “ T h is  is 
r e p u d ia t io n . '’  w e  re p ly ,  t h a t  h o w e v e r m u ch  

m a y  d e s ire  to  c o n tin u e  to  p a y  th e  in te r  
e s t on  o;u* p re s e n t b o n d e d  d e b t, we can  n o t 
d o  so. W e  p ropose  to  d o  a l l  iu  o u r  pov  
W e  h ave  th e  in c lin a t io n  to  p a y  in  lu l l ,  b u t 
we la c k  th e  a b i l i t y .  O u r  c re d ito rs  ca n  h e ld  
f l ie i r  b o n d s  i f  th e y  choose, b u t  w e  b e lie ve  
v e  B f»  o f fe r in g  th e m  a ta r  b e t te r  s e c u rity , 

W o  h ave  a  d e b t  o f  tw e n ty - fo u r  m il 
f lo n * . w o r th  s a y  tw e lv e  m ill io n s .  I f  th is  
d e b t b«  a p p re e i ite d  to  p a r ,  th e  h o ld e r  
ubzee an  a d va n ce  o f  t i l t y  p e rc e n t .  U n d e r 
th is  schem e o u r  n e w  consu ls  s h o u ld  go 
to  p a r  o r  n e a r ly  so. I f  we c o n tin u e  o u r  
e ffo r ts  to  p a y  th o  w h o le  in te re s t  w e  s h a ll 
ta it ,  a u d  o u r  bonds w i l l  go  e ,-en lo w e r  iu  
V a lu e , h u t  i f  we ca n  b r in g  o u r  d é l i t  w i th in  
o u r  a b i l i t y  to  p a y  w e can g re a t ly  a p p re c ia te  
t ,  a n d  th u s  n o t  o n ly  b e n e fit  o u rs e lv e s , b u t  

o u r  e red bon* b y  p re v e n t in g  th e  la t t e r  f ro m  
w m tin u in g  to  lose u n t i l  w e  a re  u l t im a te ly  
c re e d  in to  v i r t u a l  re p u d ia t io n .

RATE AND METHOD OK FUNDING.

I t  ;« s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  Newr O rle a n *  
C h a m b e r o l C o m m e rce  a n d  b y  m a n y  
p r iv a te  in d iv id u a ls  th a t  th e  d e b t m ig h t  
a m i s h o u ld  be fu u d e d  a t  a  lo w e r  
ra te  th a n  s ix t y  c e u is  on (h e  d o l la r —  
sa.v a t  t i l t y  ce n ts , o r  e ve n  fo r t y .  B u t  th o  
ju s tic e  as w e ll us th e  s tre n g th  o f  o u r  case 
lie s  in  th e  fa c t  th a t  w:e p ropose  t o  p a y  n u r  
c re d ito rs  t i l l  w e  ca n , a n d  a s k  o f  th e m  a 
f u l l  and  f in a l s e t tle m e n t on th a t  bas is . le a n  
see no d iffe re n c e  be tw ee n  fo rc in g  th e m  to  
take, less th a n  we can  p a y  a n d  a b s o lu te  re 
p u d ia t io n .  I f  th e  o n ly  c o n s id e ra tio n  is 
w h a t w e m a y  fo rc e  th e m  to  ta k e , wo c o u ld  
as ju s t ly  p ropose  to  th e m  to  fu n d  a t  
tw e n ty - t iv e .o r  te n  ce n ts  on th e  d o l la r .  A  
c a re fu l c a lc u la t io n ,  w h ic h  is as a c c u ra te  as 
a  m ere  e s t im a te  ca n  tie, show s th a t  w e  can 
pay  in te re s t  a n d  p r in c ip a l a t  th e  ra te  o f  
s ix t y  c»n te  on  th e  d o l la r ,  an d  l iv e  a n d  pros 
p e r  u n d e r the  ra te  o f  t a x a 'in n  necessa ry  to  
p a y  th a t  a m o u n t; a n d  since  w e  can  d o  i t ,  I 
t h in k  th e re  is  no  q u e s tio n  th a t  w e  s h o u ld  
do  i t .

I  a ru c o n v in c e d  f ro m  c o n s u lta tio n  w i th  a l l  
c lasses o f  c re d ito rs ,  t h a t  p e r te c t u n i fo r m ity  
in  th e  n e w  c o n s o lid a te d  bonds is  a  m a tte r  
o f  g re a t  im p o rta n c e . T h e  u n fu n d e d  d e b t 
bea rs  n o  in te re s t  a t  a l l,  th e  fu n d e d  d e b t 
b e a r*  in te re s t  a t  v a r io u s  ra te s . I n  a schem e 
w h ic h  p roposes to  o b l ite ra te  th e  w h o le  
m <ss o f  d e b t a n d  s u b s t itu te  a n e w  one, i t  
w i l l  be u t te r ly  im p o s s ib le  to  d is c r im in a te  in  
ta v o r  o f  th e  v a r io u s  shades o f  m e r i t  w h ic h  
e ith e r  e x is t  o r  a re  a lle g e d  to  e x is t  in  fa v o r  
o f  one class o f c la im s  o v e r  a n o th e r . N a tu r 
a l ly  th e  h o ld e rs  o f  e ach  c lass t h in k  th e  p a r 
t ic u la r  in d e b te d n e s s  th e y  h o ld  is  e q u ita b ly  
e n t i ’ led  to  som e s o r t  o f  p r io r i t y ,  a n d  these 
c o n s id e ra tio n s  h ave  been s t ro n g ly  u rg e d  
u p o n  m e b y  each in te re s t  w i th  a v i* w  to  
o b ta in  a  p r* fe re n c e  fo r  th e ir  c la im s . B u t  i t  
eectns c le a r  to  m e th a t  w e  s h a ll com e 
n e a re r  e x a c t  ju s t ic e  to  a lt  p a r t ie s  h v  m a k 
in g  th e  c o n s o lid a te d  bond s u n ifo rm  in  th e  
ra te  o f  in te re s t  as w e ll as iu  a l l  o th e r  
respects , th a ï  is , m a k in g  th e m  a i l  b ria r in 
te re s t a t  seven  p e r  c e n t p e r  a n n u m

.So fa r  as I  h a ve  been a b le  to  a s c r -  
t a in  n o  one  c o n s id e ra b le  b o n d h o ld e r  
has re fu s e d , a f te r  du e  c o n s id e ra tio n , to  
re g a rd  th is  p ro p o s it io n  in *  a f r ie n d ly  
s p i r i t .  I :  seem s to  be tb e  o p in io n  o f  a i l 
b u fin e s s  m en th a t  such  a s e t tle m e n t w o u ld  
in v o lv e  no » iishono r to  th e  M a te  an d  w o u ld  
he a p o s it iv e  a d v a n ta g e  to  th e  b o n d 
h o ld e r  iu  th is , th a t  one bon d  w o rth  p a r  aud  
th a t  can be re a d ily  h y p o th e c a te d  is  b e t te r  
to r  a c a p i ta l is t  to  h o ld  th a n  tw o  bonds 
w o r th  t i t t y  cen ts  on  th e  d o l la r ,  w h ic h  can  
n o t  bo r e a d i ly  s o ld  o r  used.

DOUBTFUL BOND
A s s u m in g  th a t  our w h o le  d e b t  ls valid, 

a n d  th a t  i t  ca n  be fu n d e d  a t  s ix t y  cen ts

on  th e  d o l la r ,  th e  n e w  d e b t w i l l  
be less th a n  $15,000,000. T h e  le 
g a l i t y  o f  a  c o n s id e ra b le  p o r t io n  ' o f  
o u r  b o nd ed  d e b t  is  n o w  b e in g  te s te d  in  th e  
c o u r ts . I :  has been w y  d e s ire  to  h a v e  th e  
q u e s tio n  th o ro u g h ly  e x a m in e d , a u d  i f  a n y  
p a r t  o f  th e  d e b t  is  i l le g a l,  to  h a v e  its  
t ra u d u le n t  c h a ra c te r  e s ta b lis h e d  in  th e  S u 
p re m e  C o u rt .  O u r  e f fo r ts  in  th is  b e h a lf  
w i l l  be  c o n tin u e d , n o tw ith s ta n d iu g  t ic  
fo u n d e d  a s s e rtio n s  t h a t  th is  is  r e p u d i 
a t io n . I f  i l le g a l i t y  is  e s ta b lis h e d , th e  
S ta te  w i l l  be  ju s t l y  a n d  p ro p e r ly  re lie v e d  
o f  a  p o r t io n  o f  i ts  h e a v y  b u rd e n . I f ,  o n  
th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  bond s in  q u e s tio n  a re  
s h o w n  to  be v a l id ,  th e re  w i l l  be no  fu r th e r  
d o u b t in  re g a rd  to  th e m , a n d  th e y  
m a y  be fu n d e d  w i th  th e  o th e rs . O f  
th e  $2,500,000 issu ed  to  th o  C h a tta n o o g a  
R a ilro a d  C o m p a n y , n o w  in  J i t ig a t io u  
th e  S ta te  g o v e rn m e n t fe e ls  ju s t i f ie d  in  e x 
h a u s tin g  e v e ry  le g it im a te  m eans to  d e fe a t  
th e  p a y m e n t o t  e ith e r  p r in c ip a l o r  in te re s t  
un less  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  on  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  
issued , th a t  is  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  ro a d  to  
T e xa s , is  re a liz e d  to  th e  S ta te . I f  th a t  is  
secu red  i t  is  conceded th a t  th o  e x p e n d itu re  
w i l l  p ro v e  a w ise  one. B u t  u n t i l  th e  
ro a d  is  c o m p le te d , those  b o n d s  s h o u ld  n o t, 
a n d  I  t h in k  I  am  ju s t i f ie d  iu  s a y in g ,  w i l l  
n o t be p a id  a t  a l l ,  i f  such  p a y m e n t ca n  he 
a v o id e d .

Ne c e s s i t y  o k  a c t i o n .

I  am  L o t  c a re fu l as to  w h a t  n am e  
m a y  be g iv e n  to  th is  p ro p o se d  fu n d in g  
schem e. • T o  m y  m in d  i t  is  o n ly  a  q u e s tio n  
o f  a s e t t le m e n t in  f u l l  n o w  on these , th e  
b e s t te rm s  w e  ca n  o ffe r, o r  c o n tin u e d  in to !  
e ra b le  d is tre s s  a n d  p e rh a p s  u l t im a te  e n 
fo rc e d  re p u d ia t io n .  T h e re  s h o u ld  be 
e q u ity  a n d  ju s tic e  fo r  th e  d e b to r  as w e ll  
as th e  c re d ito r .  I  am  n e t w i l l in g  to  
a d v is e  th e  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  a r a te  o f  ta x 
a t io n  w h ic h  is  n o t f a r  re m o v e d  fro m  co n 
fis c a t io n ; e s p e c ia lly  in  v ie w  o f  th e  fa o t.  th a t  
f o r  a  la rg e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  o u r  in d e b te d n e ss  
th e  p eop le  o f  th e  S ta te  h a v e  re c e iv e d  no  
a d e q u a te  c o n s id e ra tio n , a n d  fo r  som e p o r 
t io n  no  c o n s id e ra tio n  a t  a l l .

U p o n  y o u r  ju d ic io u s  a c t io n  in  th is  m a tte r  
w i l l  d e pe nd , in  a g re a t  m easure , th e  fu tu re  
o t  th e  S ta te . W ith  th e  d e b t a n d  ta x a tio n  
re d u c e d  w ith in  m a n a g e a b lo  lim its ,  a u d  y i t h  
th e  o th e r  re fo rm s  in d ic a te d  re a liz e d  b y  a p 
p ro p r ia te  le g is la t io n ;  w i th  c a re fu l bus  
b a n d ry  o f  o u r  resources , a n d  ho n e s t a n d  
v ig i la n t  s c ru t in y  o f  a l l  la w s  passed b y  y o u r  
b o d y , w e  m a y  re a so n a b ly  hope  fo r  a speed y 
re tu ru  o f  p ro s p e r ity ,  peace an d  good  o rd e r  
to  th is  e m barra ssed  c o m m o n w e a lth . •

1 t ra n s m it  h e re w ith  a d r a f t  o f  su ch  con- 
e t i tn t io n a l a m e n d m e n ts  as I  re co m m e n d  in  
c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  p roposod  fu n d in g  m eas
u re . T h e  d e ta ils  o l th e  m easu re  i t s e l f  w i l l  
be la id  be fo re  y o u  a t  an  e a r ly  d a y .

I n te r n a l  Im p ro v e m e n t« .
NEW ORLEANS, tnO B ILB  AND CHATTANOOGA 

RAILROAD.
I  re g re t  to  in fo r m  y o n  th a t  th e  lib e r a l a id  

a n d  d o n a tio n s  o f  th e  S ta te  to  secu re  r a i l 
ro a d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w i th  T e x a s , h a v e  re 
s u lte d  in  d is a p p o in tm e n t.

B y  v ir t u e  o f  a c t  N o  26, a p p ro v e d  F e b 
r u a r y  17, 1869, th e  S ta te  agreed  to  g u a ra n te o  
th e  second m o rtg a g e  bouds o f  th e  N e w  O r 
leans, M o b ile  a u d  C h a tta n o o g a  R a ilro a d  
C o m p a n y  to  an  a m o u n t n o t  e x c e e d in g  
$12.500 p e r  m ile  o f  i t s  m a in  lin e  o f  r a il ro a d  
in  L o u is ia n a , w h ic h  sa id  c o m p a n y  m ig h t  
c o n s tru c t f ro m  N e w  O rle a n s  w e s te r ly  to  
T e xa s . U n d e r th is  a c t $750,000 o f  th e  bonds 
o t th e  c o m p a n y  h a v e  been g u a ra n te e d , a n d  
th e  S ta te  is  n o w , a u d  has lo r  som e t im e  
been c o m p e lle d  to  m ee t th e  in te re s t  th e reon .

B y  v ir t u e  o f  th e  fo u r th  s ec tion  o f  a c t No. 
31, a p p ro v e d  F e b ru a ry  21, 1870, th e  S ta te  
a g re e d  to  g u a ra n te e  lb r  sa id  c o m p a n y  s im i
la r  second m ortg a g e  bond s, n o t  e x c e e d in g  
$12,500 p e r  m ile  fo r  each m ile  o f  its  ro a d  to  
bn b u i l t  f ro m  V e rm il io n v i l le  to  S h re v e p o rt,  
a n d  w h ic h  m ig h t  be c o n s tru c te d  w ith in  f iv e  
y e a rs  fro m  th e  d a te  o f  th e  acce p ta n ce  o f  th e  
a c t b y  th e  c o m p a n y .

T h e  se ve n th  s e c tio n  o f th e  sam e a c t, as an 
in d u c t m e n t to  th e  speed y c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  
ra i l ro a d  fro m  N e w  O rle a n s  to  H o u s to n , 
m a d e  an a b s o lu te  d o n a tio n  to  th e  c o m p a n y  
o f  $3,000,1)00 in  bouds ; $750,000 to  bo issu ed  
on th e  c o m p le tio n  o t  th e  ra ilro a d  to  D u u - 
a h ls o n v il le ,  $750,000 on th e  e o m n le tio n  o f  
th e  ro a d  to  V e rm il io n v i l le ,  $750,000 on  the  
c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  ro a d  to  th e  S a b ine  r iv e r ,  
a n d  $750,000 on  its  c o m p le tio n  to  H o u s to n . 
T h e  r ig h t  to  th is  d o n a tio n  was to  be fo r 
fe ite d ,  un less  th e  ro a d  w as open ed  fo r  
t ra f f ic  to  f l ip  S a b ine  r iv e r . i n  th re e  y e a rs  
iro n t  th e  d a te  o f  th e  a ccep tance  o t  th e  a c t 
'h e  S ta te  has issued  to  th e  co m p a n y  

$.’ 50,000 o f  these  s u b s id y  bonds.
B y  a c t N o . 95, a p p ro v e d  A p u l  20. 1871, i t  

w as a tte m p te d  to  c o m m u te  th e  o b lig a t io n  
o f  th e  S ta te  to  g u a ra n te e  lo r  s a id  c o m p a n y  
its  second m o rtg a g e  bond s b y  th e  a b s o lu te  
issue o f  $2,500,000 o f  bou d s  in  p a y m e n t o f  
s u b s c r ip tio n  b y  t i ie  S ta te  to  2-5 000 sha res  o f  
th e  c o m p a n y  o f  $100 each. U n d e r th is  a c t 
$2,500,000 o f  bond s  w e re  d e liv e re d  to  th o  
c o m p a n y  on th e  tw e iity -6 e c o u d  o f  A p r i l ,  
1871.

T h e re  i*  n o  re c o rd  in  th e  A u d ito r 's  o r  
T re a s u re r ’s o r  o th e r  o ffices  o f  th e  S ta re  
o f  th e  issue o f  these  b ond s, n o r  i*  
th e re  any- re c e ip t  f ro m  th e  corapany- 
f o r  these  bon d s  on f ile  o r  e v id e n c e  th a t  
th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  la w  u n d e r  w h ic h  
th e y  w e re  issued  h ave  been c o m p lie d  w ith .

TH E  SALE OK THE ROAD.

I t  w i l l  th u s  be p e rc e iv e d  t h a t  th e  N e w  
O rle a n s , M o b ile  a n d  T e x a s  R a ilro a d  C o m 
p a n y  has, iu  su b s id ie s  o r  o th e rw is e , re c e iv e d  
a id  to  th o  e x te n t  o f  $1,000,009 as an in d u c e 
m e n t to  c o n s tru c t  a ra i l ro a d  to  T e xa s . T h e  
c o m p a n y  a c tu a lly  a g re e d  to  f in is h  th e  lin e  
fro m  N e w  O rle a n s  to  th e  S a b ine  b y  M a rc h  
5, 1K73.

A t te r  c o m p le t in g  th e  ro a d  to  D o n a ld s o n - 
v i l le ,  o n  th e  L a fo u rc h e , a d is ta n c e  o t a b o u t 
s e v e n ty  m ib -s , a n d  p e r fo rm in g  som e w o rk  
on th e  lin e  f ro m  D o n a ld s n n v tl le  to  G ra n d  
r iv e r ,  a  d is ta n c e  o f  a b o u t tw e n ty  m ile s , th e  
c o m p a n y  benam s in s o lv e n t ,  a b a n d o n e d  th e  
w o rk ,  an d  in  J u n e , 1873, w a s  so l 1 u n d e r 
ju d ic ia l  p ro c e e d in g s  in  th e  U n ite d  ’ S ta tes  
C ir c u it  C o u rt .  T h is  sa le , i f  v a l id ,  e ffe o tn a lly  
d e s tro y s  a n y  hope o f  th e  S ta te  as a c re d ito r  
to  re c o v e r  th e  $750,000 o f  s u b s id y  bonds, 
w h ic h ,  b y  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  tie r, w e re  to  
be re tu rn e d  in  case th e  c o m p a n y  fa ile d  to  
c o m p le te  th e  ro a d  to  th e  S ab ine  r iv e r  w ith in  
th e  t im e  l im ite d ;  i t  a ls o  a n n ih ila te s  th e  in- 
te re s t o f  th e  S ta te  as a s to c k h o ld e r ,  to  th e  

x te u t  o f  $2,500,000, in  case th e  c o u r ts  
s h o u ld  a d ju d g e  th e  $2,500,000 o f  bouds 
issu ed  u n d e r  a e t o f  A p r i l  20, 1871, t i*  be 
v a l id .

PROCEEDINGS IN STITUTED.

1 h a v e  e m p lo y e d  sp e c ia l Counsel to  in s t i 
tu te  s u i t  f o r  th e  pu rp o se  o f  a u n u lin g  th e  
sa le  m ade  iu  J u n e , 1.873, u n d e r  th e  p ro ce e d 
in g s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  C i r c u i t  C o u rt ,  
a u d  to  as.-e rt th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  S ta te , as a 
c re d ito r ,  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  th e  $750,000 o f  
bun d s  g iv e n  as a  s u b s id y . U n d e r  these  p ro 
ceed ings . th e  ro a d  f ro m  N e w  O rle a n s  to  th e  
S a b ine  r iv e r  has been s e q u e s te re d , a n d  ia 
in  th e  h a n d s  o f  a re c e iv e r  a p p o in te d  b v  th e  
S u p e rio r  D is t r ic t  C u u it  f o r  th o  p a l is h  o f  
O rle a n s .

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  these  p ro c e e d in g s , I 
w as d isposed  to  u b a m lo n  th e m , p ro v id e d , 
those  w h o  c la im e d  th e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  
ro a d  f ro m  N e w  O rle a n s  to  T e x a s  c o u ld  
g iv e  a n y  s a t is fa c to ry  g u a ra n te e  fo r  i ts  
c o m p le tio n  w i th in  a re a so n a b le  t im e .
I ,  in  co m m o n  w i th  w h a t  1 b e lie v e  to  be 
th e  s e u t im e n t o f  th e  c o m m u n ity ,  e n 
te r ta in e d  d o u b ts  o f  th e ir  a b i l i t y  to  f u l f i l l  
th e ir  p roq tises . N e v e rth e le s s , w i th  a  v ie w  
o f  e l ic i t in g  th e  th e  o p in io n s  o f  those  in te r 
es ted  in  th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  S ta te , a n d  o b 
ta in in g  th e ir  a d v ic e , I  a r ra n g e d  lo r  an 
a in ie a b le  in te r v ie w  b e tw e e n  th e  p re s e n t 
c la im a n ts  o f  t he ro a d  a n d  a  c o m m itte e  o f  
p ro m in e n t c it iz e n s  an d  m e rc h a n t«  o f th is  
c it y .  A f te r  s e v e ra l m e e tin g s  th e  p a r t ie s  
cam e  to  n o  a g re e m e n t— no  s a t is fa c to ry  
g u a ra n te e  o f  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  tü e  to a d  to  
T e x a s  h a v in g  been o tte re d .

RKCOM MEN'DATIONS.

So im p o r ta n t  d o  I  c o n s id e r  th e  co m p le  
t io n  o f o u r  w e s te rn  c o n n e c tio n s . I  w o u ld  
m o s t w i l l in g ly  a b a n d o n  a l l  th e  c la im s  o f  
th e  S ta te  in  ta v o r  o f  a n y  p a r t ie s  w h o  w o u ld  
u n d e rta k e  to  b u i ld  th e  ro a d  w i th in  a reason 
a b le  t im e , a n d  c o u ld  g iv e  a r e lia b le  g u a ra n  
fee  fo r  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  t h e ir  e nga gem en ts . 
U n less  these g u a ra n te e s  a re  g iv e n  w ith in  a 
re asonab le  t im e , c o n s id e r in g  th e  v i t a l  irn  
p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  e n te rp r is e , n o t  o n ly  to  N e w  
O ilc a n s ,  b u t  to  th e  e n t ire  S ta te , I  re c o m 
m e n d  th a t  a u th o r i t y  be g iv e u  to  p u rch a se  
th e  ro a d  o n  a c c o u n t o t th e  S ta te , a u d  t ra n s 
fe r  i t ,  on fa v o ra b le  te rm s , to  som e newr o r- 

a m s a tio n , com posed o f  o u r  o w n  c it iz e n s  
J o th e rs , w h o  w i l l  u n d e rta k e  to  c o m p le te  

T h e  S ta te , as second m o rtg a g e  c re d ito r ,  
has a r ig h t  to  p u rc h a s e  th e  c o m p le te d  p o r  
t io n  o f  th e  ro a tl fro m  N e w  O rle a n s  to  D o n 
a ld so n  v i l le  f> r  th e  p r ic e  o f  $12,501) p e r m ile .
I t  is  n o t  suppo sed  an y  p u rc h a s e r  w i l l  be 
fo u n d  w i l l in g  to  b id  $25.000 p e r  m ile , th e  
a m o u n t o f  th e  f i r s t  a n d  second m o rtg a g e s .

BONDS NOT TO BE PALD.

I  h a v e  d e te rm in e d , aa I  h a v e  a lre a d y

• » w  a l l  la w f u l  m eans 
s ta te d , to  re s is t  y  b o n d s
th e  p a y m e n t o f  th e  o w  u n d e r
hMued to  th e
act approved twentieth o f  A p r ^ ^ s  o { th e  

not regard them a® accum ulated in
S ta te ; the money which has ^
the treasury to  m e e t* h .e »be State to pnr- 
bonds. will g» f j£ to  e ab Donaldsonville

ä  8hould thia
be  d e te rm in e d  u p o n .

the backbone railroad.

Ä S  \xi
bonds to the amount of $U ^W  Per

E ; n : r s Ä - - r ;
S Ä  L ' S Ä l i r t  c3
as a branch o f the T«tXaS o1

X e  t-oadtom  N e w  O rle a n s  to S h re v e p o rt

r io t  in  N e w  O r le a n s  on the  
la s t,  th e  m assao re  a t  C o lfa x , the J iito dem ’es 
p a ra d e  o f  re s is ta n c e  to  la w  in  st n a t iv e  ci 
v i l le ,  a n d  th e  u n p u n is h e d  assassjJjUïïlCT, f 
o ff ic e rs  o f  th e  la w  a n d  w o rth y  .^ S a th  o r  i 
th e  n o r th e rn  a m i w e s te rn  pa,,,(|3 > i«  w i l l  
S ta te , h a v e  s p re a d  th e  i l l  name S  ? a n  ad
: . » . f > r a n l l  w i l ls .  6 CXÛti

ge be  d i

v ia  B a to n  K o tig e  a n d  A la n d r ia  g ra n te d  

hit* c o m p a n y  e 
>1 ic la n d  d e s is t

posed  r o u r e . ^ h is  la n d  has  been w ith d ra w n

to  th is  c o m p a n y  e v e ry  alternate s e c tw n  o f  
p u b lic  la n d  d e s ig n a te d  b y  o d d  n u rn  
a b a it  o f  lo r t y  m ile s  ou  each  s id e  o l th e  p ro

from "'s"ile  b v  th e  g e n e ra l g o v e rn m e n t u n d e r  
th e ^ r o v is io n s  o t th e  a c t I t  U  m a d e  a  con- 
d i t io n  in  th e  a c t  th a t  th e  c o m p a n y  e h * »  
c o m p le te  th e  ro a d  f ro m  N e w  O rle a n s  to  
V ic k s b u rg  w i th in  f iv e  y e a rs  f ro m  th e  

passage th e re o f. B y  a e t o f  t ^ e ( ) 1 7. . n8 
tu te  N o  U)0, o f  18»2. th e  N e w  O tie a n s ,
B a to n ”  I io t ig e  a n d  V ic k s b u rg  c o m p a n y
are given a more specific right to  bmM 
a road from N e w  O rle a n s  to Shreveport via 
B a to n  R ouge, and are authorized to ts.-u 
first mortgage bonds to an amount not ex 
ceeding $30,000 per m ile . T h is  act abri»  
gates th e  provision of tbe original charter 
granting th e  indorsement o f th e  S ta te  to  
t l.H S P fo u d  m o rîe a îre  bond »  o f  in
case th e  c o m p a n y  issues $30,000 p e r  m ile  o l 
f ir s t  m o rtg a g e  bond s. T o  a v o id  a l l  q ues 
t io n  in  t l i i s  re g a rd ,  I  re c o m m e n d  th a t  
a n  a c t  be p a rs e d  re p e a lin g  so m u o n  
o f  th e  o r ig in a l c h a r te r  as a u th o r iz e d  a n y  
g u a ra n te e  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  S ta te  
to  in d o rs e  th e  second m o rtg a g e  bond s o t  th e  
ro a d . I t  is  d i f f ic u l t  to  a s c e r ta in  th e  c o n 
d i t io n  a n d  p ro s p e c ts  o f  th is  c o m p a n y  
a t  th e  p re s e n t t im e . I  a m  in fo rm e d  
I h a t  th e y  a re  n o w  m a k in g  an  e f fo r t  to  co m 
b in e  w ith  o th e r  in te re s ts  to  b u i ld  th e  ro a d  
b» fu re  tb e  g ra n t  m ade  b y  C o ng ress  lapses. 
T h is  g ra n t  a p p ro x im a te s  n » ;a r!y  1,600,001) 
acres  o f  p u b l ic  la n d ,  a n i l  o u ^ h t  to  a f io ru  a 
s u f f ic ie n t  bas is , w h e n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  
a d v a n ta g e s  o f  tb e  p rop o se d  ro u te  a re  c o n 
s id e re d , to  secu re  th e  e a r ly  c o m p le t io n ^ o f  
»im rm u l T h e  e o m n a n v . b y  th e  a c t o f  1872,th e  ro a d . T h e  c o m p a n y , b y  th e  
a re  re q u ire d  to  b u i ld  th e  ro a d  to  l ia to n  
R ouge , o n  tb e  ea s t s id e  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i 
r iv e r .  T h e  ra il ro a d  n o w  b u i l t  to  a  p o in t  be 
y o n d  D o n a ld s o n v il le  m ig h t  be u t i l iz e d  
in  fo rm in g  a  c o n n e c tio n  to  a  p o iu t  
on  th e  r iv e r  o p p o s ite  B a to n  R o u g e , a n d  
th e n c e  to  S h re v e p o rt,  b y  w h ic h , i t  seem s to  
m e, th e  c o m p a n y  m ig h t  c o m p ly  w i th  th e  
c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  a c t  o t C ongress , a n d  se 
c u re  r ite  la u d  g r a n t  f ro m  B a to n  R ouge. 
S h o u ld  th e  c o m p a n y  a s k  t h a t  th e  
a c t  o f  1872 be  a m e n d e d  so as n o t  to  
r e q u ire  th e m  to  b u i ld  o n  tb e  e a s t eide^ o f  
th e  r iv e r ,  . I  s u g g e s t t h a t  y o u  g iv e  
s u c h  re q u e s t y o u r  ca re  f i l l  c o n s id é ra  
t io n .  R a ilro a d  c o n n e c tio n  p la c in g  N e w  
O rle a n s  in  c lo s e r  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  
v a s t  t ra d e  o f  T e x a s , as w e ll as th<) t ra d e  o f  
th e  d is ta n t  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  S ta te , is  w h a t is  
m ost needed. N o  e f fo r t  s h o u ld  be s p a re d  to  
b r in g  a b o u t th is  re b u lt.

TH E LEVEES.

D u r in g  th e  p a s t y e a r  n e a r ly  3,600.090 
c u b ic  y a rd s  o t levees h a v e  been b u i l t  in  
th is  S ta te . T h e  re p o r t  e f  th e  c o m m is s io n  
o f  e n g in e e rs , h e re w ith  s u b m it te d ,  sh o w s  
th a t  th e y  h a ve  o rd e re d  n in e ty -s e v e n  le vees  
to  be c o n s tru c te d  th is  season, a n d  h a v e  h a d  
to  d e c lin e  b u i ld in g  m a n y  m ore , w h ic h  th e y  
h a v e  ta m e d  o v e r  t<> th o  L e v e e  C o m 
p a n y  to  re p a ir .  T hese  n e w  levees  
w i l l  a m o u n t to  730,000 e u b io  y a rd s ,  
b u t  b o th  f ro m  th is  re p o r t  a n d  ir o m  
tb e  re p o r t  o f  th e  b o a rd  o f  S ta te  e n g in e e rs , 
i t  a p p e a rs  th a t  a t  le a s t a  m il l io n  c u b ic  y a rd s  
c o u ld  be a d v a n ta g e o u s ly  o rd e re d . T h e  
m a iu te n a n c e  o f  th e  levees  o f  th e  M is s is 
s ip p i,  is  a  s u b je c t o f  n a t io n a l im p o r ta n c e , 
a n d  th e  S ta te  o i L o n is ia n a , b o ld in g  a  la rg e r  
a l lu v ia l  t e r r i t o r y  th a n  a n y  o th e r  S ta te  b o r 
d e r in g  u p o n  t h a t  r iv e r ,  is  v i t a l ly  in te re s te d  
in  th is  q u e s tio n . T h e  w o rk s  re q u ire d  a re  
so v a s t,  th e  b e n e fits  to  be d e r iv e d  so 
w id e ly  e x te n d e d  t h a t  i t  has  lo n g  been 
th o u g h t  a u  a p p ro p r ia te  s u b je c t  f o r  n a t io n a l 
a id . A s  I  s ta te d  in  m y  in a u g u ra l a d d re s s ’a 
y e a r  ago , I  w a s  in  a  p o s it io n  » lu r in g  m y  
la b o rs  in  a d . l iè re n t  d e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  p u b  
he s e rv ic e  to  a s c e r ta in  tb e  v ie w s  o f th e  n a 
t io n a l le g is la tu re  on  th is  im p o r ta n t  s u b je c t,  
a n d  fo u n d  th e m  to  be  in  c o n so n a n ce  w ith  
th is  o p in io n ; b u t  th e  L e g is la tu re  o f  th is  
S ta te , b y  th e  in c o rp o ra t io n  o f  th e  L e v e e  
C o m p a n y  in  1871, h a v in g  a d o p te d  on  a  v e ry  
la rg e  sca le  a  p la n  o f  i t s  o w n  fo r  th e  c o n 
s t ru c t io n  a n d  re p a ir in g  o f  levees , th e  co n 
s id e ra t io n  o i  th e  s u b je c t  b y  th e  n a t io n a l 
g o v e rn m e n t w a s  p o s tp o n e d . I  ta k e  th is  
occas ion  to  re n e w  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  1 
th e n  m ade , t h a t  th e  L e g is la tu re  a u th o r iz e  
tb e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  a  c o m m itte e , to  be c o m 
posed o f  c it iz e n s , f u l l y  c o m p e te n t to  e x 
a m in e  a u d  re p o r t  u p o n  th e  c h a ra c te r  an d  
s u ffic ie n c y  o f  the  levees  c o n s tru c te d  a n d  in  
process o f  c o n s tru c t io n  by- th e  c o m p a n y , 
an d  th e  d e g ree  o f  e n e rg y  w i th  w h ic h  t i ie  
w o rk  is  b e in g  c o n d u c te d . I n  a  m a tte r  
o f  s u ch  m a g n itu d e  a u d  im p o r ta n c e , a n d  
l i k e ly  to  c o n s t itu te  so g re a t  a  d r a in  on 
th e  S ta te  tre a s u ry ,  i t  is  a l l  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  
th e  p e op le  s h o u ld  k n o w  f ro m  th e  m o s t re 
lia b le  sources  w h e th e r  th is  g ig a n t ic  u n d e r 
ta k in g  is  r e a l ly  to  bo su cce ss fu l, a n d  c o n fe r  
u p o n  th e  S ta te  th e  re s u lts  p ro m is e d .

In  th e  m e a n tim e  I  re o o m in e n d  th a t  th e  lb n r  
m i l l  le vee  c o n s tru c t io n  a n d  re p a ir  t a x  a u 
th o r iz e d  b y  th o  a c ts  o f  I8 7 1 .b e  re d u c e d  to  
th re e  m ills .  T h is  a m o u n t, I  am  a ssu re d , w i l l  
be a m p ly  s u f f ic ie n t  to  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n 
s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  levees  o rd e re d , a n d  a l l  
p ro b a b le  n e ce ssa ry  re p a irs .

RED RIV ER.

W h e n  re p re s e n tin g  th e  S ta te  in  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te *  S e na te , b e l ie v in g  t h a t  th e  w o rk  w as
p ra c t ic a b le ,  I  u rg e d  s u c c e s s fu lly  an  a m e n d 
m e n t to  th e  r iv e r  a n d  h a rb o r  b i l l ,  inakin>» 
a m o n g  o th e rs , a n  a p p r o p r ia te  f o r  th e  r e 
m o v a l o f th e  r a f t  f ro m  R i 1 r . v e r  a n d  the  
im p ro v e m e n t o t T o n e ’s b a i .u.

T h e  re m o v a l o f  th is  ra 'f t  b y  th e  U n ite d  
S ta res, a n d  th e  c lo s in g  o f  T o n e ’s b a y o u  
w i th  th e  sam e lo gs , has been a g re a t  fe a t  o f  
e n g in e e r in g . W h a t  th e  a c tu a l r e s u lt  w i l l  
b-*, in  re sp e c t to  n a v ig a t io n  u n d  th e  h e ig h t  
o ! flo o d s , re m a in s  to  be seen.

R e fe r r in g  to  th e  o b s tru c t io n s  p re se n te d  
a t  A le x a n d r ia ,  to g e th e r  

% » » i  i p ru b a W e  c lo H ln?  o f  th e  m o u th  
h L o  > m e r ’ w h ic h  p e t it io n s
h a v e  been  re c e iv e d , I  w i l l  s ta te  t h a t  I

ia n a  f a r  a n d  w id e .

VIGILANCE COMMITTEES. 

T h e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  la w f i *
ifiiivnapH fo r  BVFIV P. it. IT An A . i ^s a fe g u a rd  fo r  e v e ry  c it iz e n . Ool.T 

d ie n e e  to  th e  la w  ca n  he secure «g

T h e re  a re  o ffic e rs 'd e le g a te d  fo r th ia2?cu li*r 
in  e v e ry  p a r is h  o f  tb e  S tate. I f  A w  
in  t h e ir  o f f ic ia l d u t ie s  th e y  should \»Lce*  la r  
o o t r ir t :  a fP O U fita b il itv .  anda  s t r i c t  a c c o u n ta b il i ty ,  aad whenJJL la b o r  
p o in té e s  o f  th e  e x e c u t iv e  I  w il l c e r^  « r * b le
m y  d u t y  in  th is  r e g a rd  as soon as thtfSodaote 
m a d e  k n o w n  to  tue . A l l  so-called » ^ lo w in g  
c o m m itte e s  s h o u ld  be  discouraged Seed ck ie  
d o w n . T h e  v io le n t  m e tin g  ont *
is h tn e n t b y  ir re s p o n s ib le  pernotu („Titon, S*0.« 
c r im in a ls  is  o f te n  a n  a c t o f g reutet
in a l f y  th a n  th e  o tle n s e  charged aeii^TSTwU';
p e rsona  p u n is h e d . * *« -,** ,.

T H E  COLFAX MA98ACRE. T o ta l.

A m o n g  tb e  w o rs t  deeds o f  v io len t*,?™  ÎCJ 
h a v e  d is g ra c e d  th e  S ta te , the  niâ ..U’WU> ,  
C o lfa x  in  A p r i l  la s t,  w h en  a 1 * ^ 7 ® . 
ir re s p o n s ib le  m o b , w i th o u t  any tmLVH l i f t  
w h a te v e r ,  s la u g h te re d  m  cold b i jJ * W ,,  
th a u  160 c o lo re d  p e o p le , stands out a«  th e re  „  
r e l ie f  s id e  b y  s id e  w i th  th a t  o the reu in da  in  
s la u g h te r  in  N e w  O rle a n s  in  Jnj, n n ^ g j n 
w h ic h  s h o c k e d  th e  m o ra l seose of tL»U  to  tb 
t i r e  c o u n t r y .  P ro c e e d in g s  have h a n fb e  rec  
to  p u n is h  th e  C o lfa x  r io te rs . , N o rth »

DEFECTS O F LAW. e  la t t e r

B u t  th e  w o r k in g  o f  th e  present et»“ 001* 1 î 
la w  is  d e fe c t iv e ,  a u d  needs amend««*1®*

M e a su re s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be pt*«.»
JS—  -------------L -*y o u  p r o v id i t  g  lo r  s u ch  c h a n g e iij^ lo t lea» 

a n d  o th e r  ju d ic ia l  re g u la tio n s  a« triions o f  tb  
tb e  p r o m p t  p u n is h m e n »  o f  acts of ijJ jN »  o ° l°  
in  tb e  fe w  d is ta n t  p a r is h e s  whereoi«b*«5,ni<’ 
d is o rd e r  s t i l l  p re v a i l.  I  ask fo r tl««,) s o il.  (  
u re s  y o u r  e a r ly  c o n s id e ra tio n  a n d jjjM r f u t u r  
t h a t  peace  e n d  o rd e r  m a y  be eÖeotniij?e e® , r t ' 
ta b lis b e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  State. io n  o f  It 

M ILITIA  AND PO U C E  FOECEL 

A t  tb e  c o m m e n c e m e n t o f  the j * e c t  ta x p  
S ta te  m i l i t i a  w a s  in  a  d is 'irg iu ) ii jj#ew o f  111 
t io n ,  b u t  i t s  re o rg a n iz a t io n  has bestip hope  i 
Iv  p ro s e c u te d . T i ie  N a tio n a l G a$laion o f  
F i r s t  D iv is io n ,  M a jo r  G eueral Looipu «  so 
c o m m a n d in g ,  c o n s is ts  o f  ove r 2009 g i t  h a v e  
a n d  m en. O th e r  co m m a n d s  are « « r th w e s t,  
o f  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  w h ic h  w i l l  men* th e  sait 
fo rc e  to  3000 m en , w h o  can be relMgieperity i 
in  e v e ry  e m e rg e n c y . T h e  Stat* h ip h  m an  
c e iv e d , d u r in g  th e  y e a r , from  the b n g  to  t
S ta te s  g o v e rn m e n t  G a t l in g  gun«. bo«m  th e  i 
h o w itz e rs ,  S p r in g f ie ld  breech-losdinjfn d isus  
S p e n ce r c a rb in e s , a n d  ammunition ** te . I t  
t t l le r y  h a rn e ss , e n o u g h  to  cover th $ t th e y  
d u e  tb e  S ta te  o f  $30,711 55. and bit* w is d o t 
m o re  c o m p le te  o u t f i t  o f  arm», eqnipoHng c 
a m i a m m u n it io n  th a n  fo r  years. t S ta te  

B y  a c t  N o . 37 o f y o u r  la s t session tli'om e po 
t r o p o l i ta n  P o lic e  fo rc e  was mu«t»tf(.interest* 
p a r t  o f  tb e  m i l i t i a  o f  th e  State. T liii ld e rs  « f  
t ire ,  f a r  f ro m  im p a ir in g  th e  effioietajf b e c o u ii 
b r ig a d e  as a  p o lic e  fo rc e , has been M W !  .*'a 
m a te r ia l ly  im p ro v e  th e ir  d iscip line^ h i  di»P 
re n d e r  th e m  m u c h  m o re  available f i 'o i f t l l  lo t 
m a in te n a n c e  o f  peace  and  order ÎE»En»*<li 
s u p p re s s io n  o f  c r im e . ie B  o tip t

A m o n g  th e  s e rv ic e s  rendered k jo r.e r  t o o 1 
b r ig a d e  m a v  he n a m e d  tb e  follotrier I in  p ro f 

O n  th e  f i f t h  o f  M a rc h , 1873, the faf, ju s t  in 
w h ic h  th e  la w  a u th o r iz in g  the ir inMtp>P*teuo.Y 
t io n  w a s  s ig tïe d , th e  brigade  wee 
u p o n  to  d e fe n d  th e  Jackson  squat»«*0l . 11' 1 
s ta t io n ,  th e  S u p re m e  C o u rt  and then» f r ie n d  
d is t r ic t  c o u r ts  o f  th e  p a r is h  o f Orient!?™ f i1, v ' 
th e  a t ta c k  o f  a  m o b , a n d  also to fWf“ ,  fJ lro u  
th e  s e v e n th  p re c in c t  stationhouse,iäe® " ' 
th e  h a n d s  o t a  b o d y  o f  arm ed men. t,,on8  r f , l 
w e ll th e y  p e r fo rm e d  these duties i« im ° "B* a !"*  
o f  re c o rd . t h a t  th e

O n  M a rc h  6, a d e ta c h m e n t o f the he? Btl1 
to o k  possess ion  o f  O d d  Fellow s’ 
d is p e rs e d  a n  asse m b la g e  know n  as ther * ,?, I , *c .1 
E n e ry  L e g is la tu re .  c o lo re d

O n  A p r i l  19, C o lo n e l Flanagaa, °> 
» le ta e u m e u t o f s ix t y  o ffice#  and* ° ‘  l! ie  

p ro ce e d e d  to  A m ite ,  p a r is h  o f TaDjji}?“ 1’ 
to  p re v e n t  v io le n t  in te rfe rence  will 
le g a lly  e le c te d  o ffic e rs  o f  th a t parish, he p n h li 

O n  th e  t w e n t y - f i f t h  o f  April, Cd’HbJt 'te l 
F la n a g a n , w i th  u  d e ta c h m e n t o f abenT 8,000,00 
o ffic e rs  a n d  m e n , p roceede d fit P o rtou ltiva tii 
c e n t ,  p a r is h  o f  L iv in g s to n .  wh'Tc tb»a Bohi, at 
i.sh o ffic e rs  w e re  p re v e n te d  by a i 1 f u r  sale 
b o d y  f ro m  ta k in g  possession of tb#9 w e re  *i 
fieee. bootest«

O n  M a y  I .  B r ig a d ie r  General ip sssage  
B a d g e r  p ro ce t d e r i to  St. Martiisieeted tin  
p a r is h  o f  S t. M a r t in ,  w i th  adetacha»1 ®1!  “ v ® 
150 m e n  a n d  on e  piece ot aril* ■ • m e t ;  
f o r  th o  p u rp o s e  o f  »uppr»»»:»,'' dur’» * • 1 ° "  b 
a n d  o f  a id in g  th e  c iv i l  officers. D o n a tin g  t 
fo rc e  u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o t AicibialtT?n u *’ sh 
B la n c ,  s t y l in g  h im s e lf  Co lonel of b n iW in g  It 
M a r t in  m i l i t ia ,  e v a c u a te d  the to » it” *u v la ' 
t h e i r  a p p ro a c h . T i ie  M e tropo litan#  **  n '>t al 
m e r it  o c c u p ie d  tb «  e o u itliou se ’oi® m ig h t  
s ta lle d  th o  le g a l o ffice rs , aud Hi ^ n t s  pe 
B la n c ’s c o m m a n d  d ispe rsed .

O n  O c to b e r  4, C a p ta in  J o s e p h ,will t h e  t 
o f i ic e r  a n d  tw e n ty  f iv e  m en, were & i$ re  a re  ;
C o v in g to n ,  S t. T a m m a n y  parish, to Saks  hu 
p ro te c t io n  to  th e  a u th o r it ie s  a t the «y, t ||

, _ - . . . . . .  * « M i oL are 11;

I ,? t" io ns  to  th e  S ta te  eng i-
neers, w i th  in s tr u c t io n s  to  m a k e  a sp e c ia l 
r e p o r t  ou  th e  s u b je c t. B u t  as these  w o rk s  

, f o r  .tbH  « tä te  in  h e r
p re s e n t c o n d it io n ,  a n d  as R e d  r iv e r  is  a  n a 
t io n a l r iv e r ,  b e a r in g  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  s e v e ra l 
S ta tes , a n d  as th e  g e n e ra l g o v e rn m e n t hus 
s h o w n  a  d e p o s it io n  to  Im p ro v e  its  n a v ig a 
t io n  U  ts t , be hope d  i t  w i l l  c o n t in u e ' 'ft?«
w o rk .  1 re c o m m e n d  th a t  y ü u ^ b o d v  rnernm  
r ta lu e  C o ngress in  th is  re g a rd .

CHEAP TRANSPORTATION

*? fie °o o n g ra t-
“ « f i t  in  w h ic h  

t th e  e n t ire  c o u n t r y  has been 
M is s is s ip p i r iv e r  b y  th e  u ro -

> !»  o f  I I »  m u ™  U r ,
d ire c te d  to  th e  M ts s is s im .i . i „ . r  ^  een

q u e s tio n  iu  th e  W e s t. Ü u e r ^ u r t  o f t f f i s  ä g "  
t a t io n  w as m a n ife s t  in  th e  re c e n t w e ll t i , Ued 
v im  t o  o u r  S ta re  o l  t h e  S enate  C o m m it te e  
o n  t ra n s p o r ta t io n .  T h e re  i s  e v e ry  m u t o u
to  hope  th a t  th is  m o v e m e n t w i l l  u lU m a te lv  
so s tre n g th e n  th e  h a n d s  o f  o u r  R e prl-s - n t - f  
f iv e s  in  C ong ress  as to  re n d e r  c o m u a im i ' .
ly .  e « *y  th e ”  h . t h e r t o 'd i f f i c u l V t a ^ k ^ f ' ^ b '

f r ô ? iU.h  f ° r  tbB  S ta te  t h a t  c o n s id e ra tio n  
f ro m  th e  g e n e ra l g o v e rn m e n t to  w h ic h  i t  i *  
ju s t ly  e n t it le d .  T h e  u n iv e rs a l ly  fa v o ra b le  
d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  F o r t  S t. P h tltu

je e t ts .  I t ru s t ,  h u t  th e  certain prélude^o the
c o n s tru e tto n  o f  th e  c a n a l i t s e l f  I  re c o m m e n d  
th a t ,  w i th o u t  uuue<-e«Ma.ru a , i .............th a t ,  w i th o u t  u n n e ce ssa ry  d e ia v  .
th e  r ig h t  o f  w a y  a n d  e x p ro p r ia re  t h e £ l  
s a ry  la n d s  fu r  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  c a n a l  
I ts  c o m p le t io n  w i l t  he th o s ig n a l f o r a
p re c e d e n t.-d  in f lu x  o f c a p ita l,  e n te rp r is e  a n d

! Ä w.hÄ s r  « * * — *'«

T o

M a in te n a n c e  o f  O r d e r .

e f f e c t s  o p  v i o l e n c e .

p ro s p e r ity ,  obed ience r toaDla w  m u £ ' 'b e  en 

m u s t Jease8’ Ä  „ “ « ^ w t i o » , '  

s h u n s  a  c o m m u n ity ’ w h e re “  J  k ° ,Be n 8 it l 've’ 
v io le n c e  a re  to le ra te d  T h e  J.“ r *)u *ence a n d

« s s s ä s b ö b k S E

o f  th e  p a r is h  c o u r t .  « Is ,  $2 p
O n  th e  n in e te e n th  o f  October It $ 2  p e r  

d e ta c h m e n t o f  M e tro p o lita n  c a v s lt j l j  re q u in  
s is t in g  o f  C a p ta in  S uow , Liputenattfco c o p ie r  
k i r k  a n d  tw e n ty  f iv e  m en , reportedtL«»«« , , f  i 
u t y  U n ite d  S ta le s  M a rs h a l T . VV. D^ol re v e n i 
as a  posse co m itta tU H . T h e y  embark«!» $700,00(1 
s te a m b o a t O z a rk ,  fo r  Ih e  parishes ’.’fV e d  fro m  
R a p id e s  u n d  C a ta h o u la ,  and  aided J g f  s upo i 
e x e c u t io n  o f  U n ite d  S ta tes warrslUl»! foe 
m a n y  o f  th e  C o lla x  m u rd e re is . ic  «shoo 

Iu  a l l  these  e x p e d it io n s  the objef»d. I  u r, 
W’h ic h  th e y  w e re  u n d e rta k e n  were lb  to  re*tci 
p lis h e d , a n d  th e  b e h a v io r  ot tbe b l  bond s  
w h ile  on  d u t y  h a s  been a t  a l l time«*^ s h o u ld  
to  m e r i t  h ig h  c o m m e n d a tio n . ^ble, th e

Y o u  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be aHked tn rcHis a  sacro 
♦he, c i t y  o f  N e w  O rle a n s  to r  antniUHof th e  ch i 
th e  M e tro p o l ita n  B r ig a d e  w h ile  on » o f th e  St 
as S ta te  m i l i t ia ;  a ls o  to  m ake appro?® w h ic h  ii 
f o r  th e  p a y  o f  th e  b r ig a d e  as m ilitia- ‘» a r tic u la i 
c la im s  seem  to  m e to  be ju s t,  and 1 f io o l syst 
in»-nd th e m  to  y o u r  fa v o ra b le  considf^g A0R |C 

N e w  O r le a n s .  a c t  o f
l e g is l a t io n  r e q u ir e d . th e  gen

T h e  in te re s ts  o f  N e w  Orleans 
c lo s e ly  in te rw  o v e n  w ith  a nd  so ~ ’
th o  w e lfa re  o f  th e  S ta re  a t large, tb f™ J f ’i "  ’’ 

i  f o r  tb e  re q u ire m e n ts  ot a ‘s p e a k
a  v e ry  la rg e  s h a re  o f  yo u r .!l l : r
I n  th e  y e a r  t h a t  has  passed the co#

lSlT b e  Slat,

o f N e w  O r le a n *  h a *  increased, but 
th e  e x te n t  i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  done. 
m a n y  h in d ra n c e s  in  th e  shape of u"Jto v i | 
s a ry  in s p e c to rs , v e x a t io u s  p o rt chirp 
»reuses a n d  m o n o p o lie s  w h ic h  should' o . . ' 
m o v e d  o r  lighten»-»! as fa r  as P°, t*  „ . . M 
le g is la t iv e  a c t io n .  I n  p a r t ic u la r  ' 7  
m e n d  th e  a b a te m e n t,  b y  some appr0» 
le g is la t io n ,  o f  th e  g r ie v a n c e  k n o « l * ^ r ,  1 
to w b o a t  m o n o p o ly ,  w h ic h  is Reoer'  « w t„ .  
c o g n iz e d  as a n  in c u b u s , n o t o t i j  «. im  'i 
c o m m e rc e  o f  th e  J -« «  
b u t  o n  th a t  o f  th e  w hom  * T o rd e r  o f
v a l le y .  T h e re  is  m u c h  scope for W j 
le g is la t io n  w it l :  
es ts  o f  th e  c it y

- re  is m u c h  scope to. |„
n t h  re g a rd  to  th e  Kener“ « « io n  o f 
u ty ,  a n d  a  n u m b e r <“  fa il r

a d a p te d  to  th is  e n d  w i l l ,  I  " B(ier9, ngr* ■ - p
la id  b e fo re  y o u . feTthe I

EXCESSIVE FEES. I « U g g e s tl

T h e  fees o f notaries public, rler-k"of-ji w ith  g
a m i  s h e r if f* ,  a s  a t  p r e a e u t  aliow eti ty b e e x  s t i r  

c h a r g e d ,  a r e  enortnc^o?1 L o u to r  a t  le a s t  as c h a rg e d , a r e _
o p p re s s iv e , « o s e r io n s  i*  th is  gliB»*«1*? 
i t  p r a c t ic a l ly  b a rs  th e  w a -  to  the «“■ ' Hr 
m a n y  in s ta n c e s . l i a : h e r  than  inc“Bon <d t  
h e a v y  p e n a lt ie s  o f  l i t ig a t io n .  peoVftidriA.
1er to  s u b m it  to  w ro n g *  w h ich  tW * '*
o f  ju s t ic e  w e re  c re a te d  to  r t f h j f  EX ' i>
la w  w h ic h  re d u c e s  these  costs, and fa® e x p e n ili 
l a m  c e r ta in ,  m -e t  w i th  th e  approval h a v e  lo r
c lasses o t c it iz e n s .  T h e  n ia in ,(‘n*sseee«arv 
p r is o n e rs  in  th e  F a r is h  F r is o n , wh ir«1 e x f-c u ii 
im p o s e d  b y  la w  on  th e  s h e r if f  at $140,00 
v u g a n t ra re  o f  re m u n e ra t io n ,  shoal“ n o r  { 0 t 
s to re d  to  th e  c o n t r o l o f  the c ity , e /re q u ire d
o t n e a r ly  $ »0,009 a  y e a r  w ou ld . ..bkDeous 
»•fleeted. T h e  c o m p u ls o ry  tec* pa'®TW, T h e  I» 
p ro s e c u t io n  a n d  c o n v ic t io n  ot crl'«rv( n* to  
a n d  the* o h a ig e s  o f  th e  c it y  coio3,)X ix -n iiitu  
a ls o  ex c e s s iv e . T h e  c o ro n e rs  tW JtUU. i  e 
p a id  b y  fixe»! s a la r ie s , a n d  the 1 ruffian - e o f c 
c r im in a l s h e r if f  a n d  d is t r ic t  a tto rn * !“  th is  l im  
be e i th e r  l im i te d  o r  redue t-d .

CR IM INAL COURT. q p ic m c n il 
M a n y  c o m p la in ts  a re  m a d e  r e z a ^ T o v c - s ig  

a d m in is t ’ a i io n  o f  c r im in a l la w  in ^B B T a l ele 
ans. V» h i le  c r im e  g e n e ra l ly  i s  f > y  e a r lie

h e ld  as f u l l y  in  c h e c k  n o w  th roU j^ ’J -Ü lie  j  i 
c i t y  a *  in  y e a rs  p a s t, s t i i l  i t  cannot “i ch>< san 
n ie d  th a t ,  to  a n  e x t in t  a ltoge the r “ Ù A iiu ive ri 
r a n te d ,  c r im in a ls  g o  unpunished- a id  con to  
lo n g  been  a p p a re n t t h a t  on« c , m o d i » 
c “ a r J, >« in s u f f ic ie n t  to  t r y  * nl‘ . l,o  ( n - r » » '  
o f  a l l  th e  c r im in a l  bus iness  o i * c'  °  ’
t a m in g  so la rg e  a n d  heterogeueou* *


