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C IT Y  C O U N C IL—O FFIC IA I*

8P K C IA L  M E E T IN G .

C ity Haul, N kw Ohi.bans 
W ednesday , J a n u a ry  2«. ia~4.

T he Council m et th is  day  a t  l'-J AI. in  

special session.
P re sen t—Hon. Louis A. \V i]tz . M ayor, 

presiding, and  A dm in istrato rs B rew ster, 
C alhoun, F itzen re iter, Lewis, Schneider 

a n d  S turcken.
T he M ayor explained  th a t th e  Council 

fiat’ been convened to  a c t upon a mem orial 
to  the  L egislature, adop ted  in com m ittee of 
th e  whole, which m em orial was reported  as 

follows:
To th e  H onorable C om m ittee  of th e  H ouse o f Rep 

re se llta tiv e s , app o in ted  to  confer w ith  tie  
M ayor and  A d m in is tra to rs  o f New O rleans, on 
C ity  Affairs:

The M ayor and A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  have the  
honor to  iay before you t h e i r  views on the 
affair* o f th e  c i ty .

I ts  financial condition becomes w orse 
ev e ry  year. Rem edies are  constan tly  sug ­
gested  through  the press and  otherw ise, 
b u t lew  or noue ol them  touch the root of 
the  evil. To repud iate  the c ity  deb t, o r a 
p a r t  of it, to  suspend for a  ce rta in  period 
th e  paym ent o f any portion of it and of the 
in te res t thereou, to  stop all public w ork, to 
p u t  th e  ex isting  corporation  in liquidation  
an d  create  a  new- one, to  a lte r  the c ity  c h a r­
te r, each has its advocates, regardless of 
the  legal difficulties and th e  violation of 
fa ith  whieh s tan d  in  the w ay of m ost of the 
proposed plans.

The cry for a  reduction of taxation  is 
hea rd  on every side, and  is us reasonable as 
i t  is universal. fll ie  presen t b in tc  tax  on 
r e a l  and  personal p roperty  is tw o and  tit- 
teen-hundred ths per cent, the c ity  ta x  (in­
cluding public schools) th ree  p e rc e n t; to tal 
five and  ttlteen-huudreth  per cen t, and  th is 
in addition  to  certain  heavy an d  grievous 
exactions, both by S ta te  and  c ity , know n as 
license taxes. In  a  prosperous com m unity 
th is  would ju s tly  he deemed an in to lerable 
bu rden ; in ours it  is alm ost equ ivalen t to  
confiscation. And it is not too m uch to  say 
th a t  it  has been one o f th e  chief cutises ot 
th e  unexam pled  depression of business and 
depreciation  of p roperty . I t is im possible 
th a t  th is  should continue. Im positions be­
yond  the  ab ility  o f the  people to  pay, if 
persisted  in, m ust resu lt iu the insolvency 
of m any of the taxpayers. Tins condition 
has been so nearly  reached as to  a t tra c t the 
e a rn est a tten tio n  of the law -m aking power, 
and  i t  is ea rnestly  hoped th a t the public 
d is tre ss  m ay be relieved by wise, and  beue- 
ficent legislation.

To com prehend th e 'f in an c ia l situa tion  of 
th e  city  it will he necessary to  exhib it, first, 
those classes of expend itu res which are 
fixed by law , uud wbicli can no t be d im in ­
ished w ithou t legislative sanction; secondly, 
those over w hich th e  C ity  Council have a 
ce rta in , though not com plete control.

EXI'ENDITUUES W HICH ARE FIX ED  BY LAW.

The bonded and  certified d eb t o f the city  
w as, on the th irty -firs t D ecem ber, 187.1, 

Id. By ac t No Li of the  Legis 
la , tire of 1872. am i o the r acts, th e  Council 
is required  to levy annually  a  tax  sufficient 
to  reduce, each year, ttie p rinc ipal of the 
bonded d eb t Irons tw o to te n  per cent, the 
la te  ot reduction  vary ing  according  to  the 
tim e th e  bonds have to run: and also to pay 
th e  in te res t on all bonds and  o ther in terest 
hearing  obligations.
F o r  th e  reduction  o f  tbe principal

th e re  will be re q u ite d ..................  çiu
fT liis does not include w harf 

bonds, which are payable out o f 
w harfages; nor drainage bonds.
•which a re  payable out o f th e  
d ra inage  tax.)

In te re s t  payab le  in 1ST I on the
bonded d e b t.................................... 1 ,3« o.ii'jp

(T h is  does not include in terest 
on w harf bonds, payable out of 
w harfages.)

Surveyor's D ep a rtm en t....................  52,580
W a terw orks .......................................... 1,9,200
Public b u ild ings ..................................  24,150
Public squares, pounds and  ceme­

te rie s .................................................... 18,500
F ire d e p a rtm e n t..................................  102.000
Lighting  c i ty ........................................  235,000
P rin tin g ..................................................  17.000
C ity  W otkhouse ..................................  17,800
House of R efuge..................................  20.520
City A tto rn ey ’s departm en t ..........  10,180
Law  c h a rg es ..........................................  20,000
C o n tin g e n t............................................  18,000
C harity , suppo rt o f o r ­

phans and aged and  in ­
firm in asy lum s...............$39,000

Small pox p a t ie n ts ..........  15,000
Rem oval of sick and

bu ria l of d e a d ................  3.000
Recording d e a 'h s ..............  800— 5« ,800
M aking tax  bills, tax  registers, etc . 12.100 
Salaries and  office expenses ot the 

various depa rtm en ts  ot adm inis­
tra tio n , including collection ot 
levee dues, m arket revenues.
w ater rates, e t c . ..............................  209.930

R eim bursem ent of ta x e s ..................  i.000
liiils p ayab le ........................................ 8,. 00
In te res t on cu rren t accoun ts ..........  5.000
J u d g m e n ts ............................................  15,000

T o t a l .............................................. $1,553,933
M any o f the foregoing expend itu res are 

•as im perative as those fixed by special Taws, 
su ch  us the fite depa rtm en t, ligh ting  th e  
c ity , ch a rity , judgm en ts, e tc. D educting 
from th e ir  am ount $765.000 fo r revenues, as 
p e r accom panying sta tem en t, o ther than  
those obtained  by taxation  on rea l am! per­
sonal p roperty , there rem ains iu round num ­
bers $788,000 to  be provided fo r, which 
w ould requ ire  a  ta x  o f a fraction over six- 
ten th s  o f one per cen t. This, w ith  tlie ta x  
ol 2 77-100 per cen t for expend itu res, abso­
lu tely  fixed by law . w ould m ake a  to tal of 
3 37-iO0 per cen t for th e  tw o classes ot ex ­
pen d itu re  herein enum erated .

The tax  bills ot 1873. ar th ree  p e f cen t on 
an assessment, of $135,891,300, am ounted  to  
$1,076,739. These taxes wc-re collectible, in 
conform ity  w ith  law , from th e  first *if 
M arch to "the th irty -first o f J u ly .  On the  
da le  last uaim-d b u t $1.968,268 16 hud been 
collec ted , le av in g *  balance ot $,'.108,1*0 84 
unpaid, and  on the  th irty  first ol D ecem ber, 
JK73, th e  to ta l am uunt collected d u ring  the 
en tire  year, end : g th a t d ay , was $2,663,. 
301 98, leaving an unpaid balance of $1.113,- 
131 02, being i.;s* than  tw o p e rc e n t collect­
ed, and  a  fraction  over one p e r  ce n t uncol­
lected.

I t  m ay b e  p red ic ted  w ith c e rta in ty  th a t a 
still sm aller percen tage of the taxes o f the 
presen t yea r will be collected, from th e  ina­
b ility  oi m any and  the unw illingness of 
others. W hat, then, is to b e  recommended? 
To reduce taxation . And how is a reduction 
to  be effected? N ot by repud iation , for i t  
is no t to be presum ed th a t the Legislature 
would au thorize such a  m easure; b u t even 
if  legislative sanction could be obta ined  the 
effort to  repud ia te  w ould p robab ly  be u n ­
successful, a s  the corporation , like an ind i­
v idual, is am enable to  law  and  could per­
haps he com pelled l>.v judicial process to 
m eet its  obligations. To p u t th e  affairs o f 
the c ity  in liqu idation  and  c rea te  a new  
corporation, relieved from th e  d eb t and in ­
cum brances o f the ojd, a lthough  advocated  
by m any, is deem ed equa lly  im practicable. 
The m ost d irec t and least objectionable 
mode of reduoing tax a tio n  would he by a 
cu rta ilm en t o f expend itu re , and  th a t can  
be effected to the e x te n t of nearly  a  million 
dollars, provided th e  L eg islatu re will come 
to  the  re lief ol th e  c ity  by the passage of 
such law s us w ill au thorize the  reductions 
recom m ended.
EXPENDITURES THAT MAY JiE  LAW FULLY 

REDUCED.

I .  A p p ro p r ia t io n  fo r  roe 
« lu c tio u  o l $672,R9f? $ r  ! 1,807 $151.089

2. M e tio p o '.i tu u  P o lice . 720,000 : 60 ."oo 360 000
3. P a r k  t a x ........................ 163 641 N o th in g 163,641
4. C r im in a l  » h e r IT — 102,118 50,4)00 52,118
r>. d a r k  o f  < i  in» i n  ai 

C o u r t .......................... 21 531 12 531 12,000
6. G ra m ! a n d  p**tty 

.......................... 45,500 N t i l i n g 45,300
7. D is t r ic t  a t io r n t - y ’s 

f e e s ............................ .. 7 500 3,000 4,500
8. M u n ic ip a l P o lic e

C o u r t s ........................ 45,000 2o 000 55.0-10
9. C o ro n e t s ’ f e e s ........... 23.412 1 412 10 s»»o

10. C4>rou«r»' j u r i e s .  - . . 4.610 N«»l !.iii2 4,610
11 Iu » a u e  A ■'.vis, i n ......... 21.000 10 000 11,000
12. lY o rk b o ii8 a ........... 17 800 N o th in g 17,80»)
13. G e n e ra l  c i ty e x p «  uw* 1,511,573 1,400,000 111,573

$2.018.525 
. 720,000

-100,000
.  163.641

M etropolitan  Tolice. for 1871 . .
i ’ublic schools, 1871......................
P a rk  t a x ............................................

C rim inal justices—
(Josts  and  fees ot crim i­

n al sheriff, including 
th e  m ain tenance  of
prisoners, 1871 .......... $ 1 0 .'l i s

Fees of clerk o f C rim inal
C ourt, 1874...................

P ay  of g ran d  and  po tty
ju ries , 1871 ..................

R en t ot C rim inal Court,
1874..................... - ..........

D is tr ic t a t tu rne} 's  fees 
for conviction ot c rim ­
in a ls .......... ......................

M unicipal police courts.
1874.................... ..

C oroner’s fees for in ­
quests, view s and  b u ­
ria ls .................................

P a y  o f co roner’s ju ries  
17 vpenses o f B oard of H ealth  
Expenses ol Insane A sylum ........

T o ta l ............................................... $3,623,837
T h e  foregoing exh ib it of expend itu re , for 

w inch th e  Council is com pelled by legisla 
tiv e  enactm ent to p rovide by taxation , show s 
th a t  a  levy of a frac tion  u nder 2.77 per 
ce n t on th e  to ta l va luation  o f all rea l an t 
personal p roperty  w ithin the city ($156.- 
913,356) i$ req  tired to  m eet it, leaving , out 
o f th e  th ree  per ce n t levied, b u t 23 100, or 
less th a n  one-fourth o f one per cent, to 
ap p lv  to  o th e r d isbursem ents, m any ot 
w hich a re  ot such  ch a ra c te r  th a t it is im ­
possib le  to  reduce  them , as w ill presently  
appear:
EXFKND ITURE9 OTH ER THAN THOSE FIX ED  

BY LA'V.

21.531

45.500 

3,000

7.500 

-15,000

23,112
1,010— *255,671 

15,000 
•21,000

Total................ $3,359,581 $2 590,750 $968,83
Some exp lanation  o f the reduction  pro 

posed in the f iregoing tab le  is. ot course 
accessary , and is accordingly subm itted :

1. A/i/iroprialion fo r  Reduction o f Roods.— 
The am ount requ ired  for this purpose for 
1874 in supposed conform ity w ith law . and 
in recognition of the supposed righ ts of 
bondholder-, t- $672,896. A s ta tem en t, *‘A ,” 
o f ou tstand ing  tiouds, which accom panies 
this, shows which ol them  w ere en titled , by 
the law s au tho r./,:ug th e ir issue, to  an an 
tiual reductiou  by taxation , and  which o f 
them  w ere tiot a lthough  taxes  for the an ­
nual reduction  o f th e  whole o f them  have 
been levied siaee 1872. This Las been done 
in conform ity w ith aijt No. 73 o f the  Legis 
la tu re  of 1872, which provides th a t a tax  
shall he levied yea rly  sufficient to  reduce 
the principal ot all bonds lo r which no 
o the r “ re tiring  provision” exists, from tw o 
to  ten  per ec u '. It th a t a c t can  be justly  
so construed  a s  to confer a vested r ig h t on 
holders o f  such  bonds as  bad  no t the a d ­
vantage of any  re tiring  provision iu th e  va­
rious enactm  -u 's  which au thorized  the ir 
issue, tlieu the whole am ount of $672,896 is 
reuuired , b u t it  is th e  opiuion o f em inen t 
jurists  th a t th is  a c t. passed  long a f te r  the 
n-sue of th e  bond», confers no ve.steil r igh t, 
and  th a t th e  le g is la tu re  m ay. a t an y  tim e, 
w ithou t any  vu 'a tion  of co n trac t, repeal 
th a t p a rt o f it re ferred  to. I f  th is  doctrine 
is sound, attd the L eg islatu re repeal it, but 
$521,897 would be requ ired  for th e  annua l 
reduction  ol inc ite  en titled  to such  cu rta il­
m ent, and save to 'lie  c ity  $151,089.

2. Metropolitan Police.—It is not doubted  
th a t the opinio:: <" an im mense m ajo rity  ot 
the people os N *w O rleans is iu favor of 
the  p o lite  h“ :: i ;  appointed and  contro lled  
by the c ity  au tho rities I f  they  w ere so 
authorized  by i.iw. th e  C ity Council could 
aud  would to - tit - u :t a t an expense of one- 
ha lf the sum  .n the foregoing tab le , $360,000. 
I f  th e  Legisla* * s unw illing  to  tu rn  th e  
police over to t : '  « ity  it is de« mod hu t ju s t ,  
as th e  police ts essen tially  a  S tate  force, 
th a t the S ta te  *non Id pay  th em , and ex a c t 
<rom th e  city  no m ote th a n  th e  c ity  would 
pay  its  ow n rio'ic» {$360.000), m ak ing  a 
saving -d $.>m),00 !

H. P m lt To • —E very  citizen  is fam iliar 
w ith th is  m atter. i r .d  few h es ita te  to  con­
dem n it. (5>u»'d«ritig th e  enorm ous ta x a ­
tion to  winch tu  . ocopie a te  sub jec ted  w ith ­
out it, it shoo ' t i • w iped o u t a ltoge ther, 
saving $163 6L

4. C rim inal S h e - i f f—T h« bills o f  th is  of­
ficer aga in st t i • « .iy  lo i 1873, am ounted  to  
$102,118, w ad  . p o f  tw o  account*—one fo r 
the f e e in g  of prisoners ia she P arish  
Prison du :g t e y ea r. 9 .179 days , at 
s ix ty  cent*. $ .«87 40; tu rn k e y ’s  lees, 

530; and  suaff: • expenses, $1071 71; total,
$65,089 11— a- 
in C rim ina t 
w ere allow -5 t 
oners, i * » i 
1 weuty ce -’.*» ; 
doubted  t i* • 
can bo tu t ■ !>; 
o f th e  S3,* * :
liberal c tore»- 

5. Clerl *5 • 
o f this e ll et

h e r bit! for costs an d  f< 
t $37,029 7.5. In th e  city  
• i nisb prov isions to  p ris ­
ts done, a r d  well doce. at 

d a y  each; and  it i» not 
i • ug to  th e  c ity  of $50.000 
I roper change iu the law s 
i vet allow th e  sheriff a

D ra in ag e , o the r th a n  canals am i 
levee* m ade by  th e  M ississippi 
a n d  M exican G u lf Ship C anal 
C om pany, u nder a c t No. 30 of

W h arv es  a n d  la n d in g s .......................

$315,797

140.600
82,416

• ( •i,iii/ Court.—T h e  b ills
• r 1873 w ere $ .1,531. 4 Inc- 

ha lf th e  av. :t would be am ple, bv  which 
jh e  sav ing  wo:fid be about $12,000.

6. G rand ooo Pe: j Ju rie s .—Expenses lust 
y ea r  $45.5’V>. ih ictiy  lor certificates issued 
to  ju ro rs  by th e  clerk . I t  is th o ugh t th a t 
the paying  *>: ititors o ugh t to b e  abandoned  
a lto g e th er. 1 ue r certificates a re  generally  
gold to  speculators for a m ere song.

7. D istrict A t a I -y's Fees.—This officer is 
allow ed by taw $i to r every  prisoner con­
victed. His b.Ws last yea r w ere $7500 
»gainst th e  c ity  I t  is thou g h t th a t a sa la ry  
of $3000. to  be pa.ii by the  city , would be 
am ple, a» he enjaya o the r em olum ents, sav ­
ing $1500.

8. M unicipal Paine C ourts—E stim ated  
pxpen.-c to  th  - c ity  per auuurn, $15,000. 
T w enty  tin usand ;s ou ite  sufficient, saving 
$25,000. The n u tuber o f  courts  m ight be 
d im inished.

9. Coroner's Fees.— B ills la s t y ea r  $23,412. 
The du ties, by an  a lte ra tio n  ot ex isting  
laws, could east' « be perform ed a t  a  salary  
of $10.000.

10. Coroners’ ./.v -t««.—T he rem arks made 
u n d er th e  head  *t “g ran d  a n d  p e tty  ju rie s .” 
will app ly  to  thm item . Coroner»' jurors

should not be paid a t  all. The saving  would 
be ea r ly  $5000.

11. Insane A sylum .—It is th o ugh t th a t 
th e  S ta te  o u g h t to  bear the whole expense 
o f luna tic  asylum s. T he expense to  th e  
c ity , la st year, w as $21,000. I f  the L egisla­
tu re  is unw illing to  relieve th e  city  from 
the  burden, it is hoped th a t they  m ay 
g ran t p a rtia l re lie f by au thorizing  the  
tran sfe r o f the  inm ates o f the c ity  asylum  
to the  S ta te  in s titu tion , and  receive from  
the c ity  on accoun t o t expenses, say one 
h a lf  the am ount a t  presen t expended, sav ­
ing to the c ity  $10,000 to $11,000.

12. Workhouse —If  the changes sought in 
the P arish  P rison  should  be favorably  
regarded  by  th e  L égislature and  th e  city  be 
charged w ith  th e  support of prisoners, the 
workhouse m ight be abolished, saving  
$17,800. A police ja il  for th e  tem porary  
confinem ent of p e tty  offenders would be re ­
quired, bu t th e  expense need not be m uch.

13. General City Expenses.—The budget 
fo r 1871 has been already  m uch reduced , 
b u t i t  would p robab ly  be possible to 
dem im sh i t  to  th e  ex tern  of abo u t $100,u00 
tao iv .

I t  is ea rnestly  hoped that, the L eg islatu re 
m ay give favorab le consideration to  w hat 
is here suggested  fo r retrenchm ent, and . 
by the passage o f su itab le  law s, enab le  th e  
C itv Council to effect it.

T he “ hack taxes,”  m eaning taxes due and  
unpaid  on th e  th irty -first ot D ecem ber, 1873, 
am ounted  to  $4,168,6o2 13. Some ot them  
are w orthless, b u t th e re  is uo doubt th a t 
from $2,000,000 to $2,500.000 m ight be col­
lected by tlie passage of a  p ro p er ta x  law . 
No release from  in te res t or costs is recom ­
m ended. as i t  would he un just to  the prom pt 
tax p ay er as well as th e  c ity  treasu ry . Tim 
city , in consequence o f the  non-paym ent of 
taxes, has been for m any years obliged  to  
pay  heavy in te res t on loans to  m eet its ex ­
penditures; and  it  is b u t ju s t  th a t those 
who, by delinquency, m ade such loans n e r 
essary , should reiml.iur.se th e  tre a su ry  lor 
th e  in te res t. I t  is desirab le  th a t the city  
should hav e  a l l th e  m eans, o f w hieh th e  
S ta te  has the advan tage , for enforcing the  
collection o f taxes.

T he floating d eb t of th e  city , in th e  form 
of ce rtifica tes of app rop ria tion , chiefly 
issued iu 1872, and for the paym ent of w hich 
Do provision has been made; ta x  w arran ts , 
etc. (see accom panying sta tem en t), am ounts 
to  $456,89658. no t inc lud ing  M etropolitan 
Police w arran ts , o f which the sum  is un’ 
know n. A ct No. 73 of th e  L eg islatu re of 
1872 au thorized  th e  funding  o f  all of th a t 
issued in 1871 and  a  portion of th a t  issued 
in 1872. I t  is recom m ended th a t legislative 
au th o ritv  lie g ran ted  the Council to  fund 
th e  rem ainder, no t a t  n ine ty  cen ts on th e  
d o lla r  1'or the  bonds issued, as heretofore 
(which is a prem ium  to the  h o lde r o f 
tioating d eb t o f eleven and  eleven-hun­
d red th s  per cent), b u t a t  par.

R ailroad bonds to  th e  am ount o f ^0,966,- 
009 fall due the  p resen t year. T here is no 
provision m ade for th e ir  paym ent and  it is 
respectfu lly  suggested  th a t an ac t be pass­
ed to  exchange them  for gold bonds a t par.

I t  is also suggested  th a t th e  funding  ot 
certificates of appropriation  and  o the r '.oat- 
.■ing d eb t be not m ade obligatory  on th e  
Council, b u t tb a t it be le ft to  th e ir  d iscre ­
tion  to  pay  them  ou t of back  taxev. if suffi­
cient should be collected  to  enable them  to  
do so. *

Reference is m ade to  s ta tem en ts  w hich 
accom pany and  m ake p a r t of this, viz:

A. Bonds and o th e r obligations o u ts ta n d ­
ing D ecem ber 31, 1873.

B. C rim inal sheriff’s bills fo r P arish  
P rison  in  1873.

C. C rim inal sheriff's b ills  fo r costs a n d  
fees in 1873.

D. Bills o f clerk  o f  C rim inal C ourt, ex  
penses o f R ecorders’ C ourts, M unicipal P o ­
lice Courts, etc., iu 1873.

E . Cost of ju ry  service in 1873.
F . E xpenses o f coroners in 1873.
G . Taxes, for all years, co llec ted  in  1873, 

i I I . T axes levied in 1873.
I. Taxes of 1873. co llec ted  in 1873.
J .  Back taxes due am i unpaid  D ecem ber 

31,1873.
K. Estimated revenues, excluding .taxes, 

for 1874.
L. F loating  d eb t D ecem ber 31, 1873.
M. A m ount requ ired  lo r reduction  o f  

bonds.
N. A m ount requ ired  for tlie in te res t and  

reductiou  of bonds.
LO U IS A. \V ILT Z. M ayor, 

for th e  Council.
On m otion o f Air. Schneider, th e  repo rt 

o f the  com m ittee w as received .
Mr. Lewis asked  to  be reco rded  as e x ­

cused from voting  on th a t p a r t of the m e­
m orial relating  to  th e  c ity  p a rk  ta x , b u t as 
voting for the rem ainder.

It was ordered -that Mr. Lewis* request 
be granted.

W hereupon the  m em oria l w as  adop ted  
w ithou t dissent o th e r  than, specified ia  th e  
case of Air. Lew is.

A nd, on m otion o f  Mr. Lewis, th e  m em o­
ria l w as o rdered  to  be sprea,* upon the  
m inutes, and  500 copies o f it  w ere  o rdered  
to  be p rin ted  for d is trib u tio n  am ong the 
m em bers of the  L eg islatu re. •

M r. C alhoun p resen ted  th e  annexed  re ­
p o rt in  re la tion  to  th e  com m unication of 
H enry  D . O gden and  the resolu tion  pre* 
pared  by h im , aud  the  rep o rt w as received:
To the C ity  C ouncil of Now Orleans?

T he  following d ra f t o f  a  m int reso’ution 
which it is proposed to  subm it co th e  E taie  
L eg is la tu re  w as, on tho  tw enty-seventh  in ­
s ta n t, referre il to  th e  undersigned , who 
respectfu lly  p resen ts  a  reso lu tion  o j  t h j  
sub jec t.

JOHN CALHOUN. 
Administrator of Public Accounts. 

The joint resolution referred to is as fol­
lows:
J o in t resolu tion  in s tru c tin g  o u r  S enato rs 

an d  requesting  o u r  R epresen ta tives to  
u rge the passage, by  Congress, o f an  act 
in relation  to  th e  land  scrips to  be issued 
in  conform ity  to  the  a c t o f Congress of 
tlie tw en ty  secomWif J a n e , 1860. 
W h e r e a s , The cities of New O rleans and  

Baltim ore have ob ta ined , in  th e  Suprem e 
Court o f the U nited S ta tes, a  j’ugdm ent fo r 
104,116 acres o f land  to be prov ided  in ce r­
tificates o f location as  p e r  section s ix th  of 
th e  ac t of J u n e  22, 1860. and  fu rth e r de ­
creeing  th a t th e  said  cities receive p a ten ts  
from  th e  United S tates for 9187 ac res, d e ­
scribed  iu  said judgm ent; and 

W hereas, Toe general land  office p ro ­
poses to m ake th e  scrips no t assignable and 
to  issue only  one p a ten t fo r the w hole claim  
and  th a t in  th e  nalu<> o f th e  o riginal p a ­
ten tee , and  th a t  tlie  s c rip  th u s  issued  
w ould be  o f li ttle  o r  Do value a n d  w ould 
fru s tra te  the in tention  o f  the  law;

Resolved by th e  S enate find Umts» o f 
R epresen tatives o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Louisiana 
in G eneral A ssem bly convened. T h a t « n r 
S enators h e  in s tru c te d , au d  o u r  R epre­
sen ta tives b e  requested , to  u rge  tlie pas­
sage, by the Congress o f tlie  U nited S tates, 
o f un ac t d irec ting  th e  »  rip* to  be issued, 

th e  nam e o f th e  c la im an ts, in  e ig h ty  
ac re  lots, aud to  pass b y  delivery , and  th a t 
a p a ten t be  issued  to  each  locator, in  his 
ow n nam e.

Air. C alhoun p resen ted  th e  subjo ined  re s ­
o lu tion . w hich was unanim ously  ad op ted : 

Rtsolccd, T h a t th e  M ayor be  requested  to  
tran sm it to  tlie G enera l A ssem bly of Louis 
iana the d ra f t o f  a reso lu tion  en titled  “ a 
jo in t resolu tion  in s tru c tin g  o u r S enato rs 
and  requestm g our R ep re sen ta tives  to  u rge 
the  passage by Congress of an  ac t in re la ­
tion  to  th e  land  scrips to  be issued  iu co n ­
form ity  to  th e  ac t o f Congress o f  the 
tw enty-second Ju n e , HuO,”  an d  th a t he re ­
spectfu lly  ask  its  adop tion  by sa id  G eneral 
A ssem bly.

Tho Council then  ad jou rned .
D A N IE L  SCULLY , S ecre tary .

M ayor E astm an , of P oughkeepsie , is a 
m em ber of the New Y ork L eg islatu re. He 
a tten d ed  th e  R epublican caucus on M onday 
evening, and  spoke in lavo r o f M r. H u sted ’s 
nom ination  for Speaker, because he would 
exped ite  business. “ I come here ,"  said  he- 
‘for $3 a day , w hen I m ight m ake $300 else­

w here,” an d  a  voice ca lled  ou t from the 
lobbies, “ You can m ake it here  if  you go 
th e  r ig h t w ay a b o u t i t .” This w as too 
much for good n a tu re , and , am id  th e  laugh ­
te r  th a t g ree ted  tho  sa lly , E astm an  sa t 
dow n an d  jo ined  h ea rtily  in  th e  general 
h ila rity .

E igh t m en say  “ ay e” w h en  th e  nam e of 
Jo h n  Smith ia called in the Ohio Legis­
la tu re .

D EB A TES IN  T H E  H O U SE .

S eco n d  D a ;’> P r o c e e d in g s .
N e w  O r l e a n s , Ja n u a ry  6, 1874.

On resolution to  appo in t a  com m ittee to  
exam ine in to  the salaries paid  S ta te  officers, 
offered by Mr. H ahn—

Mr. W ands—I move th e  adoption o f the 
resolu tion , and  fu rth e r move th a t the com ­
m ittee  a lready  appoin ted  to  exam ine the 
books of th e  A uditor and  T reasu re r be as 
signed to  the d u ty  which it provides.

Mr. H uhn—Tlie resolu tion  is of an e n ­
tire ly  different n a tu re  lrorn the one under 
w hich the com m ittee to  w hich the g en tle ­
m an has asked it to be referred  w as ap ­
pointed. I t  lias noth ing  to  do w ith an exam ­
ination  as to  th e  w orkings ot any  office. I t is 
in tended  m erely to ascerta in  th e  sa la ry  paid 
each S tate  officer; to leai n w hether or not 
the re is any  excessive pay , and  w herein re ­
ductions could w ith equ ity  be made.

Mr. Young, o f Concordia—I object to  the 
passage of the resolu tion  a t  th is tim e. I 
have my own views on th e  sub jec t.

Mr. lia liu  (in terrup ting )—T he gentlem an 
has a  r ig h t to  express them . I am  williug 
to  accept any  suggestions.

Mr. Y oung—I in tend to  express them , b u t 
I in tend  to em body them  in a resolution of 
m V own which I will p resent to-m orrow.

Air. G air—I ob ject to  th e  passage o f the  
reso lu tion , an d  m ove to  lay it on the tab le .

M r. M ontaldo— I rise  for inform ation. 
Docs the resolution app ly  to  all officers !

T he Speaker—The resolution says “ S tate 
officers:’’ it  designa tes no p a rticu la r ones. 
The gen tlem an  ta u  p u t his ow n co n stru c ­
tion on it.

Mr. H ah n —It docs no t app ly  to  a ll S tate  
officers, only to  the general S ta te  officers.

Air. G a i l 's  motion to  lay  on th e  tab le  was 
then  p u t and  ca rried  on a  ca ll o f  th e  yeas 
uu d  uaya by a  vote of 51 to  21.

ON A “ BROKEN COMPACT. *

T h e  S peaker—I have been charged  w ith 
hav ing  broken a com pact m ade betw een 
ce rta in  m em bers an d  m yself by reason  of 
my action y es te rd ay  in adm in iste ring  th e  
o a th  o f office to  ce rta in  m em bers. I, th e re ­
fore. accept tho  issue, au d  aunouacu the 
folio wing com mit tee*.

Air. G air—Do I understand  tho  Speaker 
to  say th a t he, charges us w ith  a  v io lation  
o f  tlie com pact?

The Speaker—I do no t. I charge no one; 
b u t to u  .yourself to ld  me th a t i t  w as broken.

M r. A lontaldo—I w an t to  un d ers tan d  
w hether o r not you w ithd raw  from  th e  
com pact.

T he S peaker—I  fini n o t aw are  th a t you 
have  any  know ledge of th e  m a tte r  u nder 
discussion.

Mr. Alontaldo—P erhaps  I know  m ore of 
it  th a n  you th ink  1 do; h u t w h e th e r I do or 
not, I  have  a r ig h t to  ask  the  question , and  
I insist on an answ er.

Speaker Low ell—1 do not w ithdraw . W h a t 
I said  w as for th e  in orm ation o f certain  
gentlem en, pa rties  to  th e  com pact, in  e x ­
p lanation  of inv course in appo in ting  these 
com m ittees. Air. C lerk , yo u  will auuouncc 
them .

The C lerk  announced com m ittees as re ­
corded in the House «ournal of this day.

O n the  w ithd raw al o f the  m essage o f  
G overnor I le llogg , veto ing  a bill for the in ­
corporation  of th e  tow n of K caclii—

Air. P ey ton—I urge th a t the  G overnor be 
allow ed to  do this. H is veto w as based ou 
a  m isunderstand ing  of tlie facts, and  when 
I exp lained  them  to him  he very  read ily  
ag reed  to w ithdraw  it. The m a tte r  is one 
ot m erely local in te re s t, a n d  I  hope the re  
w ill be no objection.

Air. H alm —I have no g rea t objection to  
tlie w ithd raw a l, bu t I th ink  it is a  very  
curions m ethod of legislation fo r a m em ber 
to  app ly  to  a G overnor and  ta lk  him  in to  a 
change of opinion expressed  a f te r  a  y e a r ’s 
consideration of the subject.

Air. M urrell, o f Lafourche—I th in k  th is  
w ithd raw a l is .ill ou t of o rder. I object to  
all such proceedings, Air, S peaker, I  like 
square dea ling .

M r. A lurrelt, o f Aladisotl—I do  no t, M r. 
Speaker, see th e  necessity  fo r a ll th is  d is ­
cussion. I th ink  it would be no m ore th a n  
ju s t to  le t th e  G overnor w ithdraw  his m es­
sage. The m a tte r  is a local m easure, aud  
it. a l te r  consu ltation  w ith the R epresen ta­
tive o f the  d is tr ic t in terested , G overnor 
K ellogg secs tit to  review  and  reverse liis 
action, I can not sec w hy there  should be 
any  objections raised in this H ouse to  his so 
doing.

Air. H ahn—G overnor K ellogg pays in his 
m essage th a t rue b ill is unnecessary  and  
the salaries of the  officers provided in it are 
im pel fee t and  un just. T here has heretofore 
been too m uch executive action independen t 
o f th e  House. The G overnors o f th is  b ta le  
have too often v io lated  the law , an d  have 
m ade m any curious m aneuvres. G overnor 
K ellogg considers tho bill insignificant and 
unnecessary, and  a l te r  consideration  for a 
y ea r solem nly vetoes it, and  in an  am iable 
m om ent be agrees to  se t aside his decisive 
action and  oblige a  m em ber by signing it. 
I  am  Dot opposed to  th e  bill, and fcv in g  
confidence in m y friend (Air. P ey ton), If lie 
said  it was a  good one I w ould vote for its  
passage over tlie G overnor’s veto , b u t I 
object to  the  proceeding by w hich iie s triv e s  
to  bring it before die Hou e.

Mr. D avidson—I am  opposed Jo allow ing 
th e  G overnor to  ta k e  back his m essage. I 
bow to all local m atter*  a t  the request or 
suggestion ol' the rep resen ta tive , b u t I th ink  
tlie best course would be no t to  le t it  go 
back, but if  it is a  good bill to  p resen t it 
again, w ith such sections as m igh t be con* 
sidered  objeetional am ended.

Mr. P ey ton—I saw G overnor Kellogg, nud 
a l te r  felling him of the necessity  o f  the b ill, 
and  having  asked  for his s ig n a tu re  he  very  
read ily  said he w as w illing  to  le t it  pass Ù 
he could g e t back  his m essage. I can  not 
, ee w hy the gentlem an should object. In a 
m a tte r  of th is  k ind  the G overnor ehould  ho 
allow ed to do as lie th in k s  p roper.

Air. H ahn—If the veto of th e  G overnor is 
w ithd raw n , it is a  q uestion  w he the r it is a  
iaw . The constitu tion  does no t provide for 
a  w ithdraw al o f a  veto. I f  th e  gentlem an 
is in ea rnest in  referrenee to  th e  fiassage o f 
the  b ill, le t it  go  au d  be  passed  over the  
veto to-m orrow. I move th a t th e  considera­
tion ol the  m essage be postponed a n d  m ade 
th e  special o rd e r o f the  d a y  fo r to-uiuriow .

T ue m otion p revailed .

T h ird  B ay 's  t ’r e i 's rd in g s , *
N ew  O rleans, J a n u a ry  7, 187S.

ON ELECTION O F  O FFICER*.

Mr. D em as, of St. J o h n  tlie B ap tis t, m ade 
a  m otion to  go in to  an  election  for door­
keeper, sergeant-at-arp is anti ch ief enrolling  
c le rk  an d  ta k iu g  the floor, said;

Air. Speaker, I  w ill s ta te  m y  object in 
m ak ing  tbi* m otion, i t  is tlii'e: 1 do  no t 
th in k  it p roper and  honest th a t  we should 
com e here . sir. and  elect a  se t o f  m en as 
officers of th is House who are holding o ilie r 
prom inent positions in th e  c ity  o f  O rleans, 
as well as iu th e  co u n try  parishes, i m ake 
th is  m otion in o rd er to  prov ide for those 
w ho need it. M r. Speaker. I u n ders tand  
th a t th e  p resen t officers o f  th e  House o f 
R epresen ta tives now  are tlie  sam e officers 
w ho w ere em ployed h ere  tlie la s t session, 
an d  the re  arc  m any of them  hold ing  prom ­
inen t positions, and I am  opposed to  th a t .
I am  iu favor o f provid ing  fo r those who 
a te  u n a b l e  to  provide lo r them selves.

Mr. I). Young, o f C oncordia—M r. Speaker, 
w e are not here to  p rovide lo r anybody.

Mr. D em as—1 lioiil th a t  there* are m any  
officers o f this H ouse who a re  holding o ther 
positions, some ge ttin g  $80 per m onth , and  
some tom e $109 a  m on th , an d  th e re  a re  
over s ix ty  other*  w ho a re  w aiting  to  get 
em ploym ent as c le rk s , an d  a ll such o the r 
offices as tb a t. I am  opposed to  th a t: and  
th a t is why I m ake th is m otion to  go in to  
an  election o f officers, and  1 hope th a t every  
m em ber o f this House will hea r me ou t. I 
have no one tb a t I w ould like to  elect to 
any  o f these offices, bu t I would like  tu  see 
those who need it till those positions. I do 
not like to see m en come here and g e t posi­
tions who a re  a t  th e  sam e tim e holding 
o th e r p rom inent positions. N ow, Air. 
Speaker, I m ove th a t we proceed to  elect 
every  officer in th is  House, from the chief 
clerksh ip  dow n to  doorkeeper, and  I 
hope th a t every  m em ber voting  w ill 
bear in m ind th a t he has got one th ing  be­
fore him. and th a t is when he casts  his vote 
not to  cast it for an y  one who holds any  
position for th e  time being. E verybody 
w ants to  live, and  I believe it is tho d e te r ­
m ination o f th e  Speaker h im self to provide 
for the poor as well as for the rich , and  I 
th ink  it is no m ore th a n  ju s t th a t we should 
give the  patronage of th is  House to  those 
th a t need  it. and  no t to  give it  to  men who 
are holding o ther positions such as police 
officers, who are ge ttin g  from  $150 to  $175 a 
m onth, b u t give i t  to  those poor devils who 
a re  in g rea t need of it. I  hope you w ill give 
i t  to  th e  men who deserve it; I  insist upon 
m y motion th a t we go in to  an  election.

Mr. J . S. M athews, o f Tensas— 
M r. Speaker, I  am  opposed to  the motion

m ade by  th e  gentlem en from  St. Jo h n  the  
Baptist.' Every member knows very well
th a t th e  H ouse w ill m ake a  change in its 
officers w henever th e y  see fit. N ow, if  any  
gen tlem an  desires to  m ake an y  change of
any  officer or em ploye ot th e  House, it  is 
very  p roper for him  to  m ake a  m otion to  
elect new men to  those offices, b u t it is not 
necessary to  m ake th is  sw eeping m otion to 
go in to  a general election for every  em ­
ploye o f the  H ouse. I have uo ob jection  to 
any m otion, p rovided i t  is n o t is sw eeping 
motion.

Mr. P aris , o f O rleans—I rise to  a  po in t of 
o rd er. I th ink  the H ouse ingau ized  y e a te r  
day.

T he Speaker—The C hair so ru les, th a t  
u nder tlie motion m ade, th e y  re-elected  
everybody  by  acclam ation .

Air. D em as—I m ade my m otion, so fa r  fis 
the officers of the  H ouse a re  concerned , so 
as to  allow  a  general election of ch ief en ­
rolling c le rk . I am no t goiug  in to  an elec­
tion  for ch ief en ro lling  c lerk  uules» l  gu  in 
for doorkeeper am i th e  rest.

Air. Gair-— I w an t th is  position, because I 
th ink  it is e ssen tia l tiia t I should  h av e  it. 
I can  no t get alotrg w ithou t it. T h a t is why 
I w an t to  g o  in to  a  g e n e ra l election , 
j  L augh te r ]

Air. D em as—It is not a m otion. I  w an t tlie 
C hair to  u n d ers tan d . I w an t it to be re ­
served  th a t we shall go in to  an  election a t  
some fu tu re  day . I  hold th a t  the House is 
a lready  organized as fa r  as the officers w ere 
concerned. 1 w ithd raw  m y motion.

Air D em as, of Sr. J o b u  th e  B ap tis t, ca lled  
up flit* follow ing reso lu tion , in troduced  by 
him the  preceding day:

W h e r e \ s, R. T . Thom pson an d  Jo h n  
L angles, from th e  first w ard , an d  D av id  
W ilson an d  E m ile P re ro s t,  o f  tno  second 
w ard , have been repo rted  favo rab ly  a u d  
recom m ended to  be seated : be it

R  ol.-ed, T h a t they  he sw orn  in  an d  
sea ted  as the d u ly  elected  Rcpres* u ra tiv es  
iront th e  first an d  second w ards  o f  th e  
parish  o f  O rleans.

Air. Dev« ziu, o f O rleans—I desire  to  ask  
th e  gentlem an from fit. Jo h n  th e  B ap tis t 
w hether th e  sea ts  w ere contested .

AH'. D em as—They w ere not con tested .
Air. G air—Air. S peaker, I would like  to  

ask  th is question: H ave tho nam es o f th e ir  
opponents e v e r been  p laced  before the 
House.

T lie Speaker—I s-p p o se  ti ia t th e  g en tle ­
m an who now holds th e  floor can  give the 
gentlem an th e  desired inform ation.

Air. D em as—W hen I in ;reduced  th e  r é ­
solution 1 offered a  repo it o f  :he Com m ittee 
on E lections am i Qualifications, 1 took oc­
casion to  ask  the clerk  to  read  th e  repo rt, 
b u t 1 w as refused; th e v  h ad  these cases 
u n d e r exam ina tion  and  have ta k en  fill the 
evidence offered, w hich has been prin ted  
and  laid upon th e  desks of the m em bers, us 
they  sa id , I  do  no t sec th e  necessity  of 
reading  tlie en tire  repo rt of th e  com m ittee. 
M r. S peaker, the re p o rt w as adop ted  
am i fu rth e r ac tion  upon th e  sea ts  of the 
m em bers w as postponed. T here  is b u t one 
th ing  to do, and  th a t is to  call the m em bers 
in . T hey a re  en titled  to  th e ir  scats, as lias 
been show n by the  com m ittee appo in ted  by 
th e  S peaker o f  th is  H ouse, T h a t rep o rt of 
the com m ittee h as  been adop ted , ev e ry ­
body voted  for it, and I don’t th in k  the re  is 
any  m em ber opposed to  th e ir  being 
sw orn in am i raking  th e ir seats, the  consti­
tu tion  of th e  S ta te  o f Louisiana provides 
for them , and  th e ir  constituen ts, who are 
cry ing  here every  day  th a t  they  a re  u n rep ­
resen ted , have no one to  look to  th e ir in te r ­
est, and  the men th a t a re  d u ly  e lec ted  to 
these honorable positions have been de ­
p rived  of th e ir  seats  on the  lloor of th is 
house. I th ink , sir, it  is the  determ ination  
to  «Injustice to  everybody—to do ju s tice  to  
those who a re  unrepresen ted  aud  have so 
m uch taxes to  pay, and  have no one to  look 
to  th e ir  in terests . I don 't th in k  th a t the re  
is  a  m em ber here who understands this 

1 «piestion th a t w ill vote aga inst th e  sea ting  
of these  m em bers e lec t. W e insist upon 
th e ir  tak ing  th e ir  seats  in th is  House. Now, 
1 ask ti ia t rlie m em bers here exam ine th is  
case ca refu lly ; I ask  th e  m em bers to  act 
w isely in th e ir  course. I w an t them  to  re­
m em ber well th a t they  have to  go before 
th e ir constituen ts, au d  they  *lo not w an t 
to go before them  w ith  such a  th ing  
as refusing  tlie r ig h t to th is people to  be rep ­
resented . I th ink  tiia t the m em bers here 
unders tand  th is question thoroughly . W hen 
th e  com m ittee was appoin ted  by th is  House 
to exam ine into the case, they  spen t a g rea t 
m any days exam ining  these contested  cases, 
tak ing  dow n testim ony, etc. T hey reported  
to  th is  H ouse th a t these m en should  be 
seated . They recom m ended th a t they  be 
sw orn in and  tak e  tficir seats. Tlie only 
th ing  re«iuire«l now is th a t these m em bers 
be called in and  sworn; if  we do justice to  
ourselves aud  to  th e  people who have elect­
ed  them , and  we can  say to  them  w ith  a 
clear conscience th a t we have done our d u ty  
tow ards them .

The Speaker—I call th e ' H ouse to  order. 
I wish tlie sergeant-at-arm s to resto re or- 
der. I th in k  tha t th e  gentlem an now ho ld ­
ing th e  Hour ha«l b e t te r  conclude, a s  his 
tim e is out.

M r. M urrell, o f  Alad’son—I ho ld  th a t  th e  
gen tlem an’s tim e is out.

M r. D em as (con tinu ing  1>y consen t)—I 
w an t it understood th a t I am not a friend 
of one gentlem an m ore than  th e  o th e r. 1 
am a friend  of the  people of Louisiana. I 
do no t know  these gentlem en; I would not 
know  them  if  1 saw  them . I know  th a t 
these people are  un represen ted , th a t they  
a re  e n title d  to  he rep resen ted  by  the 
law s o f  th is  S ta tu  »riff by tho la w s  o f 
th e  U nited  S la tes. N ow , Air, Speaker, 
as I am  «ibout to  close, I hope th a t  th e  mo­
tion  to  adop t th is  reso lu tion  will p reva il, 
an«l I th in k  th a t  ev e ry  m em ber will vote 
fur i t ,  a n d  w ill be  p repared  to  go back to 
his people a n d  say  th a t I have done one 
good service out o f  m any had  ones.

M r. D cvezi, o f  the  th ird  w ard—I do no t 
th in k  any  m em ber w ill h es ita te  to  sea t these 
m em bers. I  d o  n o t w ant to  consum e the 
tim e o f  th e  H ouse in  d eba ting  upon th is  
sub jec t. T he case Is so p la in  th a t  I  d o  not 
see any  use o f hav ing  a n  hour or sa  ol" a r ­
gum en t upon it. I  hope th a t every  m em ber 
upon th is lloor w ill ta k e  it  in to  considera­
tion  them selves an d  w ill r o te  to r th e  reso ­
lu tion  w henever ca lled  upon.

Mr. M urrelf, o f  M adison—I w ould like 
th is  H ouse to  h ea r tne on th is  subject. \V* 1 
a re  no t to  be  fooled in  th is  w ay . You all 
know , gentlem en, th a t  la st w in te r th is  sam e 
«juestion arose in  this H ouse. 1 was present. 
Now. gentlem en, if  you read  the testim ony 
o f tho R eg istrar, Mr. B lanchard , who testi 
lied before the w orld th a t  t hose gentlem en 
w ere e lected , yo n  w ill lind  th a t he w as the 
m an w ho b ad  the b a llo ts  in his hands, and  
he ough t to  know  w ho w as elected . I  am 
as to n ish ed  to  see th e  H ouse e f  R epresen ta ­
tive* hesita te  one m om ent on th is  question. 
T he rep o rt o f  th e  com m ittee  lias been 
adop ted , am i th e  on ly  th ing  th a t we have 
got to  d o  is ju s t to  m ake *  sim ple motion 
for th e  gentlem en to  com e in and  tak e  th e  
o a th . 1 say . Air. S peaker, tb a t  I  d o  not 
know  one gen tlem an  personally . I  know 
them  by  rep u ta tio n —by eight, l  have not, 
epuken to  one of those  gentlem en on th a t 
sub jec t. B u t 1 th in k  th a t they  a rc  en titled  
to  th e ir  sea ts .

Mr. G a ir—I do  n o t propos» to  g et up h e re  
am i m ake speeches am i argum ents, like 
those  gen tlem en  w ho liavw preceded me. 
H ere we have four nam es appearing  on th e  
ro ll. s ir. a s  m em bers o f  tlie House of Repre* 
(tentatives, so  rega rded  by the legal return« 
m g board  of th e  .State « i L ouisiana, T iia t 
is  a  p rim a facie ev idence tb a t  these gentle* 
men have been «lccted« B u t th e  o n ly  pica 
o r a rgum en t th a t is in troduced  here Is th a t 
these meu are not p resen t. T h e re  have been 
no sw orn affidavits, th e re  h a v e  been no 
printe«! affiilavits. The o n ly  th ing  w hich it 
is base<l upon Is a prim a facie rep o rt o f  th e  
Com m ittee on Elections and  Q ualifications. 
O f all th e  con tested  election cases eon* 
ducted , they  w ere conducted  in  th is  w ay . 
W hen K ellogg con tested  his sea t aga in st 
Air. M cEnery, he d id  not go in to  co u rt upon 
a m ere petition , b u t he w ent the re  upon a 
sw orn  affiilavit, an d  he w ent th e re  and  
showed upon sw orn testim ony  th a t th e re  
ha«i been fraud. B u t not a  single affidavit 
was la iil upon th e  m em bers’ desks in this 
case. I am perfec tly  w illing to  go as far as 
the gentlem an has in sea ting  any  m em ber 
who is en titled  to  his sea t on th is floor, am i 
upon Air. B lanchard 's  report. In  th e  fo u rth  
w ard , w here th e re  w ere six  or seven ca n d i­
d a te s , th a t w ould  possibly change the  re ­
su lt. B u t we have got th e  nam es of these 
m em bers upon our books. W e do no t know  
w hether they  a re  dead  o r not. These m en 
come in on th e  p lea of being Republicans, 
and  ask  for th e ir  seats. This is not a  Re­
publican  L eg islatu re fo r th a t purpose. I t  
is a  R epublican  L eg is la tu re  for the purpose 
o f doing ju s tice  by  all means.

M r. D em as—I desire to  ask  th e  g en tle ­
m an  w h e th e r he rea d  th e  rep o rt o f  the  
C om m ittee on E lections and  Q ualifications. 

M r. G a ir—N ow , sir, I  ta k e  th e  position

upon th is  floor th a t  I took la s t M onday. I
am prepared to seat men, but I am not
w illing to  vote upon m ere personal feeling 
W e a re  no t here  to  serve  p a r ty . I am  not 
w illing th a t  m y votes ap p ear upon the 
record , a llow ing these m en to  come here 
and  ta k e  th e ir  seats. I t  is not the  L egisla ­
tu re 's  fau lt, b u t i t  is the  gen tlem en 's  fau lt 
w ho are m ak ing  such a g rea t fuss. I  w il' 
close m y rem arks  by say ing  th a t  I do no) 
w an t th e  L eg is la tu re  to  force m e in a  posi 
tion  to  vote ag a in s t any  m an 's  adm ission, 
bu t I say. sir. th a t  th e re  is not a  sy llab le  in 
th a t docum ent—there  is no t a  word o f e v i­
dence in the rep o rt of th e  C om m ittee on 
Elections and  Q ualifications th a t  pleases 
me.

Mr. Alontaldo, of O rleans—I do no t see 
w hat th e  ideas o f these gentlem en a re  in 
rega rd  to  these m en. T he com m ittee had 
ta k en  th is  case into consiileration; collected 
all the evidence to  ju stify  them  in m aking 
th is  report. I f  th e  com m ittee w ere sa tis ­
fied th a t these gentlem en w ere en titled  to  
th e ir  seats» i f  th e y  w ere not satisfied, they  
wotibl have  m atte a  rep o rt aga in st it :  and , 
I th ink  th a t they  a re  fu lly  en titled  to  th e ir  
seats, because I exam ined, and  fe lt satisfied 
th a t they  w ere. I don’t  see w hy these 
m em bers should be depriv«1«! o f ta k in g  th e ir  
se a ts  in th is  H ouse. W e have no Represeu 
ta tiv e s  here from  th$se tw o w ards, and  i 
th in k  it is tim e th a t  we should have  them  
I d o n 't see th e  necessity  of d e ta in in g  this 
cast» a n y  longer.

On motion to  re fe r to  the  C om m ittee on 
E lections and  Q ualifications, tho yeas and 
n a; 8 w ere demande«! by M e s s r s .  Y onng. of 
C oncordia, and  G air, of E a s t he lic iau a , 
resu ltin g  as  follows: Y eas, 55; nays , 29, 

O R D ER  OK TIIK D A T.

Mr. A lontaldo, o f  O rleans, moved to  post 
pone th e  o rd e r o f th e  «lay lo r  one hour.

Air. M urrell, o f  M adison, moved to  post 
pon«; uutil n ex t M onday, a t  uno o 'clock. 

C arried .
T h e  H ouse ad journed  a t  I ia lfp a s t tw o 

o ’clock, un til F rid ay , a t  tw elve o 'c lock  M.

O F F I C I A L .

t.aww  o f  th e  Unite«! S ta te s  P assed  a f  th e  
T h ir il  N>ession o f  th o  F o r ty -S e c o n d  
C o n g r e s s ,

[ G e n e r a l  N ature—No. 107.1 
A n a c t to prov ide for the  sale of lands ot 

th e  U nited  S tates con tain ing  coal.
Be it enacted  by the  S enate and  H ouse of 

R ep resen ta tives  of th e  L’nitod S ta tes  of 
A m erica in Congress assem bled, T h a t any  
person above th e  age of i w enty-one years, 
who is a citizen o f the  U nited S tates, or 
who lias dec lared  bis in ten tion  to  become 
gucli, or any  association of persons sev er­
a lly  qualified as above, shall, upon app lica ­
tion to  th e  reg iste r  o f the p roper land  office, 
have the r ig h t to  en te r, by legal su b d i­
visions, any  q u an tity  of v acan t coal lands 
o f the U nited S ta tes no t o therw ise app ro ­
p ria ted  or reserved  by com petent au th o rity , 
not exceeding one h u nd red  an d  s ix ty  acres 
to  such ind iv idual person, or th ree  hund red  
and  tw en ty  acres to  such  associa tion , upon 
paym ent to  th e  receiver of n o t less than  
ten  ilo llars per aero for such lanils, w here 
tho sam e shall be s itu a ted  m ore th a n  fifteen 
m iles from any  com pleted railroad , and  not 
less th a n  tw en ty  do llars  per ac re  for such 
lands as shall be w ith in  fifteen m iles of 
such road.

Sec . 2. T h a t an y  person or association 
ol persons severally  ijualified as above, who 
have opened and  im proved, o r shall here ­
a f te r  open an d  im prove, any  coal mine or 
mines upon tlie public lands, and  shall be in 
ac tu a l possession o f th e  sam e, shall be en ­
ti tle d  to  a preference rig h t ol en try , under 
th e  loregoing provisions, o f th e  mines so 
opened aiu l im proved; p rovided, th a t w hen 
any  association o f no t less th a n  four p e r­
sons, severa lly  qualified as in section one 
o f tliis ac t, shall have expended no t less 
th a n  tive th ousand  ilollars in w orking and  
im proving an y  such m ine o r mines, such 
association m ay en te r n o t exceeding six 
hund red  and  fo rty  acres, inc lud ing  such 
m ining im provem ents.

S e c . 3. T h a t all claim s u nder section tw o 
of th is  ac t m ust be p resen ted  to the reg ister 
of the p roper land  d is tr ic t w ith in  six ty  days 
a f te r  the da te  of a c tu a l possession aud  the 
com m encem ent of im provem ents on the 
land , by  the  filing of a  dec la ra to ry  s ta te ­
m ent therefor; provided, th a t w hen the 
tow nship  p la t is not on file a t  th e  d a te  of 
such im provem ent, filing m ust be m ade 
w ithin s ix ty  days from  th e  receip t of such 
p la t a t the d is tr ic t office; and  provided fur 
the r, th a t  w here tlie  im provem ents shall 
have been m ade p rio r to  the exp ira tion  of 
th ree  m onths from the passage o f th is  act, 
s ix ty  days  from  th e  exp iration  of said th ree 
m onths shall be allow ed for th e  filing o f a 
dec lara to ry  s ta tem en t, and  no sale under 
the provisions ol th is  a c t shall be allow ed 
until the exp ira tion  o f  six  m onths from tho 
date  hereof.

Sec . 4. T h a t th is  ac t shall be held to  
au thorize only one en try  by the  sam e per­
son or association ot persons under its 
provisions ; and  no association  of persons 
any  m em ber of which shall have taken  th e  
benefit of tiiis a c t e ith e r as an  indiv idual or 
as a m em ber of any  o ther association, shall 
en te r or hold any  o the r lands u n d er the 
provisions o f th is  a c t ;  and  no m em ber of 
any  association w hich shall have taken  th e  
benefit o f th is ac t shall en te r  or hold any  
o ther lam ls u n d e r its provisions ; au d  ail 
persons claim ing u n d er section tw o hereof 
shall be requ ired  to  prove th e ir  respective 
rig h ts  a n d  p a y  for the lands filed upon 
w ith in  o n e  y e a r  troni th e  timp prescribed  
for filing th e ir  respective claim s; a n d  upon 
fa ilu re  to  file th e  p ro p er no tice, o r to  pay  
fo r th e  land  w ith in  tin* require«! period , the 
sam e shall b e  sub jec t to en try  by a n y  o ther 
iptalified ap p lican t.

Sec. 5. T h a t in case o f  conflicting claim s 
upon lands w here tlio im provem ents shall 
be h ereafte r com m enced, p rio rity  of posses­
sion and  im provem ent, followed by proper 
filing aud  co n tin u ed  goo«l faith , shall de ­
term ine th e  preference r ig h t to  purchase. 
A nd also w here im provem ents have alrcaily  
been roailn a t  th e  d a te  o f  tho p assage  ot 
th is  ac t. d iv ision  o f  th e  la n d  claim  
m ay  be m ade  by  legal subdivisions, 
t a  incliule, n s  H ear as  m ay  be. the 
v aluab le  im provem ents o f  th e  respective 
parties ; an d  C om m issioner o f  tlie G eneral 
L and Office shall be and  is h ereby  a u th o r ­
ized to  issue a ll heedfu l ru les and  reg u la ­
tions fo r ca rry in g  in to  « fleet th e  provisions 
of th is  a c t.

Sec . 6 . T iia t n o th in g  In th is  a c tn lia ll he 
construed  t»  d e s t r o y e r  im pair any  righ ts 
w hich m ay have a ttac h ed  p rio r to  its pass. 
ag<>, or to  au th o rize  th e  sale o f lands  valu» 
a ide  lo r m ines o f  gold, sliver o r  to p p e r. 

A pproved  Alarch 3,1873,

[G e n e ra l  N ature—N o . 71* J 
An * e t to  c re a te  a  p o rt of d e liv e ry  a t  L a  

C rosse , in W isconsin, an d  to  provide for 
a  su rveyo r of custom s th e rea t.
Be it en ac ted  by th e  S enate  utnt H ouse o f  

R ep re sen ta tiv es  o f th e  U nited  S ta tes  o f  
A m erica in Congress assem bled, T h a t L a 
C rosse , in th e  c o u n ty  of La C rosse, an d  
S ta te  o f Wisconsin» be, and  fs h ereby , con* 
s titu te d  ns po rt o f de livery  w ith in  th e  col 
lection d is tr ic t o f New O rleans; and  th e re  
shall be appo in ted  a su rveyo r o f custom s 
for said  p o rt, who shall perform  th e  du ties 
of su ch  office and  receive the  com pensation 
o f  n o t exceeding  tw elvq  hu n d red  d o lla rs  
per annum  as sa la ry .

Approved Alarch 3 , 18732

{General  N ature—N o.  80.j  
An a c t to  p rev en t c ru e lty  to  an im als wTiile 

in  tra n s it by ra ilroad  or o th e r m eans of 
tran sp o rta tio n  w ith in  th e  U nited  S tates. 
Be it enacted  by the  S enate and H ouse of 

R ep resen ta tives o f the U nited  S ta tes of 
A uierica in Congress assem bled, T b a t no 
railroail com pany w ith in  the U nited  S ta tes 
whose road  form s any p a r t o f a line of road  
over w hich ca ttle , sheep, swine or o th e r 
an im als shall be conveyed from one S ta te  to 
ano ther, o r the ow ners or m asters of steam , 
sailing o r o the r vessels ca rry in g  o r t r a n ­
sporting  c a ttle , sheep, sw ine o r o the r a n i­
m als from one S ta te  to  ano ther, shall con­
fine the  sam e in cars, boats o r vessels of 
any  descrip tion , for a longer period th a n  
tw en ty -eigh t consecutive hours, w ithou t un- 
luaiiing the sam e for rest, w ate r and  feed ­
ing, for a period o f a t  leas t five consecutive 
hours, unless p reven ted  from  so unload ing  
by storm  or o the r acciden tal causes. In  es ­
tim ating  such  confinem ent the  tim e d u ring  
w hich the anim als halve been confined w it£  
ou t such res t on connecting  roa«is from 
which they  are received shall be inc luded, it 
being th e  in te n t of th is  a c t to  p roh ib it the.ir 
continuous confinem ent beyond tlie  period  
of tw en ty  e ig h t hours, excep t upon 
contingencies here inbefore sta ted . A nim als 
so «n loaded  shall be p roperly  fed and  
w ate red  d a r in g  such  re s t by  th e  ow ner o r 
I>erson h av ing  th e  custody  thereof, o r in  
case of his d e fa u lt in  so doing then  by th e  
ra ilro ad  com pany or ow ners or m aste rs  ol

boats  or vessels transporting th e  same at 
the expense of said owner or person in cus­
to d y  thereof ; and said com pany, owners, 
or m asters shall in  such cases have a  lien 
upon such an im als for food, care, and cus­
tody  fu rn ished , a n d  sha ll n o t be liable for 
any  d eten tion  o f such  anim als authorized 
by  th is  act. A ny com pany, ow ner, or cus­
todian  of such anim als who sha ll know ingly 
and  w illfu lly  fail to  com ply  w ith  the pre­
visions o f th is  a c t shall, for each and  every 
such fa ilu re  to  com ply  w ith  th e  provisions 
of th is  ac t, be liab le  fo r aud  forfeit and pay 
a  p ena lty  ot n o t less than  one hu n d red  ror 
m ore th a n  tive h u nd red  do llars; provided, 
how ever, th a t when anim als shall be car­
ried  in cars, boats, o r o th e r vessels in which 
they  can and  do have p roper food, water, 
space, and  oppo rtu n ity  for res t, th e  forego- j 
ing provisions in reg a rd  to  th e ir  being un­
hea led  shall no t apply .

Sec. 2. T h a t the  p en a lty  c rea ted  bv  the jj 
firs t section  of th is  ac t shall be recovered I 
by civil ac tion  in the nam e of th e  U nited ; 
S ta tes, in the c ircu it or d is tr ic t co u rt of the ! 
U nited  S ta tes , holden w ith in  th e  «listrict 1 
w here th e  v iolation o f th is  a c t m ay have I 
been com m itted , o r th e  person o r corpora- Ï 
tion  resides o r ca rries  on its  business ; aud 
i t  shall be th e  d u ty  o f all U nited States 
m arshals, th e ir  depu ties and  subordinates, 
to  p rosecu te  all v io lations oi th is  ac t which 
shall com e to  th e ir  notice or know ledge.

Se c . 3. T h a t an y  person  or corporation 
en titled  to lien u n d er the first section of this | 
a c t m ay enforce th e  sam e Uy a petition filed |  
in tlie d is tr ic t co u rt o f the  U nited  States 
holden w ith in  the  d is tr ic t w here th e  food, j  
ca re  an d  custody  shall have  been îur- ï 
u isheil, o r th e  ow ner o r custod ian  of the f 
p ro p erty  resides ; an d  said co u rt shall |  
have pow er to  isssue all suitable ? 
proce’ss to r tb e  en fo rcem ent o f such lien by 
sale or otherw ise , au d  to  com pel th e  pay. |  
m ent ot a ll costs, pena lties, charges, aud Ï 
expenses o f proceedings u n d e r tins act.

Se c . 4. T h a t th is  a c t sh a ll not go into e f  j 
feet un til th e  first d ay  of O ctober, eightecu |  
h u nd red  and  seven ty -tw o .

A pproved  Alarch 3, 187:1,

[G eneral  N atu re—N o. 10I.J 
An ac t to  au tho rize  tlie  in te rm en t o f  lion- f

o raldy  d ischarged  so ld iers, sailors und §
m arines in  tlie na tio n a l cem eteries o£ ta e - l
U niteil .States.
Be it enac ted  by  th e  Senate anil House > 

o f R ep re sen ta tiv es  o f the  U nited  S ta tes of1 > 
A m erica iu C ongress assem bled , T b a t hon­
o rab ly  d ischarged  soldiers, sailors or ma­
rines." win» se rved  d u rin g  th e  la te  war 
e ith e r iu  the reg u la r o r vo lun teer forces, 
«lying subsequen t to  th e  passage o f this 
ac t, m ay be b u rie d  in  any  national ceme­
te ry  o f th e  Unite«! S ta tes  free of cost, and 
th e ir  g rav es  shall receive th e  sam e care 
aud a tten tio n  as th e  g rav es  ot those id- 
ready  burieii. T he p roduction  o f th e  hon­
o rab le  d iseharge ot th e  deoeaseil sh a ll be 
au th o rity  for the  su p e rin ten d en t o f  the 
cem etery  tn  perm it, the in te rm en t.

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[G eneral  N atu re—N o . 105.]
An a c t to  enconrage the  g ro w th  of tim ber 

on W estern  prairies.
Be It enacted  by the S enate anil H ouse of 

R epresen ta tives o f the  U nited  S ta tes  of 
A m erica in  Congress assem bled , T h a t any 
person who shall p lan t, p ro tec t, am i keep 
in a  h ea lth y  grow ing condition  fo r ten 
year« fo rty  acres of tim ber, the trees  there­
on not being m ore th a n  tw elve 1'eet apart 
each  w ay, oil any  «[uarter section of any of 
the  pub lic  lands ot the U nited  S tates, shall 
be en titled  to  a  p a te n t to r th e  w hole of said 
q u a rte r  section a t th e  exp ira tion  o f  said  ten 
years, on m ak ing  proof of such  fac t by nut 
less th a n  tw o cred ib le  w itnesses; provided, 
th a t only  one «[uarter in any  section  shall 
be th u s  g ran ted .

Sec. 2. T h a t th e  person app ly ing  for the 
benefit of th is  a c t shall, upon application t 
to  th e  reg iste r  o f th e  laud  office in  whi« li he 
or she is abo u t to  m ake such  e n try , m iket 
affiilavit before such  reg is te r  o r receiver! 
th a t said  en try  is m ade fo r th e  cu ltiva tion  of 
tim ber, an d  upon tiling said  affi­
d av it w ith  said  reg is te r  and  receiver, 
an d  on paym en t ot ten  do la is , he 
or she shall the reupon  be permitted 
to  e n te r  the  q u a n tity  o f land  specified; pro- 
v ided , how ever, th a t  no certifica te  shall be 
given or p a ten t issued the re fo r un til the ! 

'ex p ira tio n  of a t le a s t ten  y ea rs  from thejf 
d a te  o f such  en try ; an«l if  a t  the exp ira tio if 
of such tim e, or a t  an y  tim e w ith in  tliret, 
y ea rs  th e rea fte r , th e  person m ak ing  sucls 
e n try , o r if  he o r she be «lead, his or bstf 
heirs o r legal rep resen ta tiv es , shall prove 
by  tw o cred ib le  w itnesses th a t  he, she, ot 
they  have  p lan ted  and  for no t less th a n  ten 
y ea rs  have  cu ltiv a ted  an d  p ro tec ted  such 
q u a n tity  a n d  c h a rac te r of tituber as atore 
said, they  shall receive th e  p a te n t lor surit 
q u a r te r  section o f land .

(Sec . 3. T h a t if  a t  any  tim e a f te r  th e  tiling 
of said  affidavit, am i p rio r to  th e  issuing «if 
th e  p a ten t for said land , it  shall be provet, 
a f te r  due notice to  the p a r ty  m ak ing  suck 
en try  and  claim ing to  cu ltiv a te  such  tim­
ber, to  th e  sa tisfac tion  o f the  reg is te r  of tlie 
land  office, th a t such person  lias abandoned 
or failed to  cu ltiv a te , p ro tec t, am i keep it 
good condition  such tim ber, then , and  u 
ti ia t even t, sa id  laud  sha ll re v e rt to  the 
U nited  S tates

Sec . 4. T iia t each am i eve ry  person  who |  
u nder th e  provisions o f au  a c t en titted  “ At 
a c t to  secure hom esteads to  ac tu a l settler 
on the public dom ain ,” approved  M ay twee 
tie th , e igh teen  hu n d red  a n d  s ix ty -tw o , n 
a n y  am endm ent the re to , hav ing  a  hoon| 
s tead  on said  pub lic  dom ain, who, a t  th l 
em l o f the  th ird  y ea r  of his or h e r residencl 
the reon , shall have  h ad  un d er cultivation? 
for tw o je a r s ,  one ac re  o f tim ber, th e  tree 
thereon ne t being m ore th a n  tw elve fe* 
a p a r t  each w ay , am i in  a  good, th r if ty  coo 
d ition , for each and  ev e ry  s ix teen  acres <i 
said hom estead, shall, upon due proof <i 
said  fac t by tw o cred ib le  w itnesses, receivi 
his or h e r p a te n t for sa id  hom estead.

Seu. 5. 1 h a t no land acqu ired  uuder pro 
visions of th is  a c t shall, in  any  even t, he 
com e liab le  to  the  sa tisfac tion  o f any deb' 
or deb ts  co n trac ted  p rio r to  th e  issuing <J 
p a ten t therefor.

Se c . 6. T h a t th e  Com m issioner of th 
G eneral Laml Office is hereby  required  tt 
p rep a re  and  issue such ru le’s an d  regul» 
tions, consis ten t w ith  th is  ac t, as shall It« 
necessary  and  p roper to  ca rry  ifs provision'« 
in to  effec t; am i th a t th e  reg is te rs  and  ttoj 
receivers o f tlie  severa l land  offices shai. J 
be en titled  to  receive th e  sam e com penati 
tion for an y  lands en te red  un d er the pi* I 
visions ot th is  th a t th e y  a re  now entitled ’ 
receive w hen th e  sam e « juantity  o f land ; 
en te red  w ith money.

Se c . 7. T h a t the  fifth section o f the at 
en titled : “ A n a c t in ad d itio n  to  an  act » 
punish crim es ag a iu s t th e  U nited  State | 
and  for o th e r purposes,” ap p ro v ed  Mart I 
th ird , e igh teen  hu n d red  an d  fifty-sev«) : 
shall ex ten d  to  all oaths, affirm ations alt : 
affidavits requ ired  or au tho rized  bv th is » «

A pproved  M arch  3, 1873.

] R eso i.iTtion  DF* G e n e h m . N ature  »-No. 
J o in t  reso lu tion  te n d e rin g  the  congra tt 

tio n s  ol tlie A m erican  people to  th e  peu 
of Spain.

R eso lved  b y  th e  S enate an«l House 
R ep re sen ta tiv es  o f th e  U nited  S ta tes 
A m erica in C ongress assem bled , T h a t in 
nam e anil beha lf o f th e  A m erican pen] 
th e  co n g ra tu la tio n s  of C ongress a rc  hen 
tendered  to  the  people of Spain upon tl 
recen t efforts to  conso lidate  tlie  princi) 
<d un iversa l lib e rty  in a  repub lican  form 
governm ent.

T h a t the P res iden t o f the  U nited  Sta 
be, am i hereby  is, request«'«) to  tra n sm it t 
reso lu tion  to  th e  A m erican  m in ister 
M adrid, w ith  in s tru c tio n s  to  p resen t #’ 
th e  Spanish governm ent.

A pproved  M arch 3, 1873.

• [ G e n e r a l  N a t u r e — N o . 1 0 9 .J  

An a c t to  ex ten d  th e  tim e for filing <-*«i 
for add itiona l boun ty  u nder the act 
J u ly  tw en ty -e igh th , e igh teen  hundi 
and  six ty-six .
Be it  enacted  by  th e  S enate am i Hod 

o f R epresen ta tives o f the U nited  States 
A m erica in C ongress assem bled , T ha t t 
tim e for filing claim s for add itiona l bouni 
u n d er th e  a c t o f J u ly  tw en ty -eigh th , eigl 
een hu n d red  and  six tv-six , and  win 
exp ired  by  lim ita tion  J a n u a ry  thirtie: 
e igh teen  h u n d red  an d  seven ty -th ree, I 
a u d  th e  sam e is hereby  rev ived  and e 
te n d ed  un til th e  th ir tie th  day  o f Jauuat 
eighteen  h u n d red  an d  seventy-four: s'- 
th a t  a lt claim s for such bounties tiled in ti 
p roper d ep a rtm e n t a f te r  the th ir tie th  «9 
ot J a n u a ry , e ighteen  hund red  and  sevent 
th re e , a n d  betö re th e  passage o f this 
shall be deem ed to  have  been filed in d1 
tim e, an d  sha ll be considered  an d  decid; 
w ith o u t filing.

A pproved  M arch 3, 1873*


