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Arcidentnl Homicide.
O a the evening of the  tw en tie th  in s tan t, 

while the  steam er C ity ot Q uincy, a  St. 
I,ouis am i New O rleans packet, was abou t 
tw en ty  miles below th is  p lace a  pistol in 
th e  hands o f Joseph  P arker, tlie s tew ard , 
acciden tally  w ent off, and the ball s truck  
Krank Sm ith, one o f th e  cabin  boys, ju s t 
behind the ear, penetrating  th e  brain , and 
from which death  ensued in the course of 
an  hour. This was the lirst landing  made 
by th e  boat a f te r  the death  of Sm ith, and 
the body was p u t off here. P ark er also got 
off here to  abide the resu lt of th e  In q u es t

This was held on la s t W ednesday m orn 
ing. and Air. Deloney, form erly c lu k  of the 
boat. Joseph E dw ards, th e  second stew ard  
and  W illiam  Beene, cabin  hoy, w ere the 
w itnesses exam ined. 'The ju ry  rendered  a 
verd ic t o f accidental killing, hu t us it seem 
ed to  be the resu lt of some carelessness on 
the  p a r t of P a tk e r, they  recom m ended his 
arres t, and accordingly  ho was brough t lie- 
lore Hon. C. E . Moss, parish judge, for ex 
am ination. The sam e w itnesses w ere ex 
am ined and additional evidence of previous 
goad aud peaceable cha racte r was offered 
bv accused, aud  the la e t established  th a t 
ho aud th e  deceased w ere on te rm s of more 
th a n  usual friendship. The stew ard  was 
proved a t  th e  tim e to lie « xcited, aud under 
th e  influence of liquor, bu t th e  testim ony 
showed th a t it  w as the lirst tim e he ever 
was in th a t condition.

In  sum m ing up Ju d g e  Moss rem arked  
th a t  w hile th e  accused w as n o t free of 
blam e for the carelessness th a t occasioned 
the ca lam ity—th a t the k indly  relations be- 
ween the  parties, and th e  previous good 

and peaceable cha racte r of Mr. P arker, pre 
eluded any  im putation  of .crim inal in ten 
tion, thal it was a  case o f  hom icide by  m is
adven tu re  anil lie w as d ischarged. The 
exam ination of the w itnesses was very  full, 
th e  S ta te  being represented  by C aptain 
M ontgom ery, the  d is tr ic t a tto rney . The 
defense was conducted by Ju d g e  lie  France. 
T he victim of the unfo rtuna te  ca sua lty  was 
a  Spaniard, a  native of N icaragua, was a  
w idow er, and  m ade his home in St. Louis, 
w here his wife's fam ily reside.

Mr. P a rk e r is yet in tow n w aiting  1er a 
boat to  go to  St. Louis, aud has favorably 
im pressed our citizens as a  qu ie t and am ia 
ble gentlem an, while his expressions of 
deep sorrow  a t  th e  unfortunate, accident 
have in lis ted  tin irsy m p a th y  iu his favor. 
Lake U r publican.

D E  BATES IN  T H E  H O C £E .

F 'ourth Dr >’s P ro ceed in g s .
N e w  O r l e a n s , J a n u a ry  9,1874.

Mr. AUain, of W est B aton  Rouge, ottered 
th e  following resolutions:

Resolted , T h a t we have h ea rd  w ith the 
deepest sorrow  and m ost unfeigned regre t 
of th e  dem ise of our valued  fellow mem ber. 
Hon. Jo h n  W iggins, of I>e Soto parish , and 
th a t we hereby ten d er th e  h ea rtte lt sym pa
th y  of the  m em bers of the House of Repre- 
sen ta tives to  his m ourning relatives.

Resolved, T h a t in respect for the m em ory 
of the deceased m em ber, th is House shall 
stand  adj m rned until tw elve o'clock noon 
to morrow; and  be it fu rthe r

Resolted, T ha t a  copy of these resolutions 
be forw arded to  his bereaved fam ily, as a 
m ark  of our la sticg  regard  for the deceased 
legi«lator.

Aud rose to  a privileged question  and  de
livered the following eulogy:

Mr. Speaker and G entlem en—It is w ith 
the deepest and  m ost licartle it tegre.t th a t I 
have to announce to  you the sudden demise 
o f our la te  fellow-laborer, th e  lio n . John  
W iggins, o f He Soto parish , w hose ea rth ly  
career has closed since la s t we m et to 
ge ther in th is hall.

The honorable gentlem an to  whom I refer 
was hoin  a  slave, a u d  partook of a ll th e  
horrors of slavery—th a t  de testab le  in s titu 
tion, alike dem oralizing to  the  slave ow ner 
and tlio victim . A nd y e t even in  th a t de
g rad ing  serv itude, he possessed the  esteem  
aud respect of a ll w ho knew’ him.

Ilis  m oral life  was blam eless, and , even 
while in th a t sad  condition, he was regarded 
by all who knew  Lim as  a  most rem arkab le 
m an for th e  blameless p u rity  of Ihh life 
and  to  say  th a t he possessed bu t a  lim ited 
education , is a  fac t th a t  w ill be appreciated  
by m any in th is H ouse w ho have them 
selves suffered from the deprivati. u o* th e  
facilities they now enjoy.

B ut since the glorious edict o f < m ancipa
tion  w as prom ulgated  by  our renow ned 
chieftain , th e  m arty red  A braham  Lincoln, 
the deceased m em ber spared  no pains, tie 
labor, no expense, to  im prove his mind and 
to  lit him self for tiie proud position he occu
pied. a t the tim e of his dea th .

Mr. Jo h n  W iggins was elected as  R epre
sen ta tive of the palish  o f I*e Soto, Nov* m- 
her 4, 1872, and  as m ight well have been 
expected  from  his an teceden ts, exercised a  
pow erlu l inllucnce am ong his constituency 
as a  devoted  and  ea rnest Republican.

His services in th is  House need no eulo- 
giurn; they  are know n to you all. In  every 
m easure th a t was likely to  prom ote uni
versal good, w hether reform  in the expen 
d itu re  of the  revenues o f th e  S tate , o r  in 
fixing and defiuing the w ants and  requ ire 
m ents of th e  people, or in his vote advo
ca ting  the  in a te ’ial im provem ent of our 
S tate, liis life offers a strik ing  com uien. 
ta ry  on the reckless and base assertions of 
those who falsely assert th a t th e  colored 
man is incapable of in tellectual cu ltu re.

Börn a slave, by th e  exercise o f hi« in 
heren t genius and  ability , be raised liiui- 
sell to  the dignified and  honorable position 
he held when ca lled  to  ano ther sphere.

I t  has been said th a t  “  dea th  loves a  
shining m ark .” Among those who w ere 
accounted the friends of the deceased m em 
ber the say ing  had  been fully  verified, for 
they  showed the ir rega td  and the ir estim ate 
o f the  m an by sending him . above all 
o thers, to  rep resen t th e ir  in teres ts  iu  th is  
House.

Bclore his dea th  he (reqnen tly  expressed  
his u tm ost faith  in the g rea t Republican 
party , and  desired b u t to  live long enough 
to  see th e  prac tica l opera tion  of the  civil 
lig h ts  bill in  th is  S ta te . I f  th e  A lm ighty 
F a th e r  did not com ply v,ilh his ea rnest 
w i-hes it w as because he w as d ts r iu u l to be 
fu rth e r advanced  iu a  realm  beyond th e  
skies, w here the  color of the sk ia  is deem ed 
no im pedim ent to salvation . O u r friend 
was a  sincere C hristian , and  his conduct, 
w hether in the  home circle or in a  p riva te  
or public capacity , was alw ays governed by 
those ru les which have been bequeathed  to  
us in th e  H oly S crip tures. 11- d ied  itt the, 
Lord, an d  th e  I .  rd  ‘‘g iveth  h ij beloved

T he Pnsses o f  th e  .M isslssipiil.
I Correspondence of the New York Tribune.J 
Mr. C layton unaccountably  objected to 

th e  im m ediate consideration ot the bill 
favorably  repo rted  from  the  Senate Coiti- 
m ittee  on Comm erce giv ing  the S ecre tary  
id' W a r pow er to  estab lish  regulations for 
the use o f the parses of th e  Mississippi 
w hile th e  engineer officers a re  a t  w ork 
dredg ing  ou t the cbaunel. The govern 
m en t is now spending a t the Balize about 
$200,000, aud  u nder llie m ost favorable c ir
cum stances, and  by th e  use of the m ost im 
proved dredges, is only able to keep open 
a channel tw enty  feet deep. B u t th e  New 
O rleans Tow boat’A ssociation, whose profits 
increase as the  d ep th  of w ater the re d im in
ishes is able front the rem ote position o f tiro 
jiasses and  the  control over pilots and the 
m eans ol com m unication w ith  tbo city , to 
p reven t vessels from  using th e  host ch a n 
nels, or if they do, so to in terfere  with the 
w ork  id the engineers as to  destroy  the 
wui k ttiey have a t any  tim e accom plished, 
and p reven t fu rth e r Im provem ent. W ithin 
a w eek o r tw o th is association had a t  the 
Southw est l*ass th ir ty  sailing vessels und 
one s team er w aiting  «lay a fte r  day  to  lie 
«îrsgged through th e  m ud by the inferior 
tow boats of th is  association, w hile a t 
l ’ass-a-l'O utre the w ate r was deep enough 
to  allow them  to  go o u t w ithou t trouble. 
O nly a  few days ago a  steam er draw ing 
eighteen  fee t eleven inches of w ater 
w en t o u t at, th e  la tte r  pass w ithout 
deten tion , a f te r  w aiting  a t  the form er 
seven days. W hen the engineers get a 
I bannel th a t is deep enough to  allow the 
passage ol la rge vessels, the agen ts of the 
association purposely  ground  some large 
vessel upon it a t  low tide, iu  o rder to p r i 
vent the d redges from w orking and  to  cause 
the channel to  fill up. The bill reported  
to-day sim ply gives th e  S ecre tary  of W ar, 
and  through  him  th e  eng ineer in charge, 
the  pow er to  m ake regu lations for th e  use 
o f the passes, to  d irec t vessels w hich chan 
nel to  take  and a t  w liat s tage  of the  tide to  
pass over the bar. I t som e bill like tie s  
is not passed the eng ineer bu reau  w ill prob 
ab ly  recom m end th a t  no m ore appropia- 
tions be m ade for dredg ing  a t  the m outh ol 
the  M ississippi, as, unless the governm ent 
can p ro tec t its work, the m oney spen t there 
is throw n a w n \. The House Comm erce 
C om m ittee has also ag reed  to  rep o rt a 
sim ilar bill.

I.ndy M ock U rrc tle rs .
The recen t com m encem ent exercises « f 

the Iowa S tate  A gricu ltu ral College devel
oped ano ther aggression of w om an on 1 lie 
sphete of man. Seven young ladies g ra d u 
a te d  in the class id' stock breeding . A lte r 
u thorough  investigation of w liat they  knew  
about farm ing, shorthorns. Jerseys , B erk 
shire«, Cotsw olds, an d  horses especially, 
they w ere handed  over to the in terrogation  
ol au m ten r Hnd practical stock b leeders 
preseuf, who quizzed them  w ith  all the 
p rob lem s and in tricacies known, b u t tailed 
to  ra ise  a po in t w ith w hich they  w ere not 
th o ro u g h ly  conversan t.

T hey  a re  afflicted w ith a leading s ta tes 
m an itt the M innesota L egislature, by nam e 
Ignatiu s  D onnelly . There a re  indications 
th a t th e  S ta te  press does not apprecia te  his 
o ra to rica l g ifts, for th e  M inneapolis Tribune  
« m balm s lnm  in  rhym e iu th is ilisrespecU ul 
w ay:

There «ras a debater—Iguatius—
\ \  hose m o n th  w as e x c ee d in g ly  spac ious;

He talked all the w e t ,
Aud no one else could speak:

•• Sow let 111 adjourn,'1 said Ignatius.

~ G eneral 1», F . E dm onds, w ell know n in 
connection w ijh  th e  v o lu n tee r ju;liti<t c i  
HoetoD. died suddenly  la s t Saturday*

Died sudden ly , died :n th e  m idst «if life 
and iu th e  m idst o f  usefulness, «iied under 
circum stances of pecu liar «listres* to  his 
fam ily, friends and  constituency.

May ho rest in peace.
Speaker Lowel. iu  addressing  th is  H ni»e 

in beha lf of th e  deceased m em ber, an d  in 
beha lf « f th e  im m ortal principles of the  
g rand  old Republican party , perm it me To 
say th a t I thank  you, fir, a n d  a ll staunch 
Republicans th roughou t these U nited 
S tates, for th e ir  suppo rt and advocacy of 
the abolition o f s lavery , un iversa l suffrage, 
und the civil and political lig h ts  o f  flip col
ored  people th roughou t th is  b road  land, 
th a t to-day I, w ho was born a slave  in the 
parish  of W est Baton Rouge, can  appear 
upon the iloor ot th is House, rep resen ting  a 
constituency in the honorable and dignified 
cha racte r o f an  A m erican citizen.

Mr. Speaker, iu offering tlic-e resolu tions 
in m em ory of th e  deceased m em ber, the 
Hon. Jo h n  W iggins, o f lie Soto parish , I 
hope th a t the adoption o f the sam e will not 
be w eakened by  m y w eakness, and  th a t 
how ever ap p a ren t m ay be my im perfection.
I shall not bo accused in m y etilogy lo r I 
w an t of fairness, not found ia '.k ing  :u « g; i 
cepti m and  candi r.

Mr. Page, ot Iberv ille , p resen ted  th e  f;J- ) 
low ing resolutions:

W hereas, God, in H is wisdom, has taken  
from am ong us H en. C harles E. M errill. 
S enator from  the  fourteen th  d is tr ic t of th is  
S tate; and

W hereas, Senator M eriill during  h is  sho rt 
s tay  w ith us, has given ab u n d an t evidence 
o f his in teg rity  as a  m an, his value as a 
citizen, anil his desire faith fu lly  to  fill the 
tru s t imposed upon him as a  m em ber of the 
upper house o f th is  G enera l A ssem bly; 
therefore, be it

Resolved by th e  H ouse of Represents« 
tives o f the State of Louisiana. T h a t in 
the dea th  of Senato r M errill th e  S ta te  is 
deprived  o f a  man w’hoee career <d usefu l
ness has been thus sudden ly  cu t «dl; be it 
fa rt her

Resolved, T h a t th e  H ouse o f R ep resen ta 
tives do now adjourn  <>ut of respi e t and  as 
an  evidence of o u r esteem ; be it  fu rth e r

Resolved, T h a t to  th e  fam ily o f the d e 
ceased we hereby exp ress our «leepest sym 
pathy  in th is  ttie ir g rea t sorrow, am i th a t 
a  «luiy a tte s te d  copy of these reso lu tions, 
properly  engrossed, be tran sm itted  to  them  
through  his excellency the G overnor.

O n motion of Mr (fa ir the address of Mr. 
AUain w as o rdered  tu  be ep read  upon the 
m inutes.

Several notices o f bill.« wi r e  given am i a 
la rge num ber in troduced, le ad  a  second 
tim e an d  referred  to  th e  ap p rop ria te  rum* 
m ittees.

Mr. Page, of Iberv ille , offered a series o f 
resolutions, which w ere adopted , re la tive  to  
the sudden dea th  of lion . C harles E Mer
rill. Senator from .the fourteen th  d is tric t.

fin  these resolu tions , 'l r .  H ahn , of .St. 
C harles, said:

Mr. Speaker, it is Unusual for a  m em ber 
of one house to  pass a  eulogy on the dea th  
o f a  m em ber of the o ther. B u t -when a man 
so honored and  respected  iu  a ll th e  w alks 
of life is so unexpectedly  rem oved from us, 
it is impossible th a t 1 should allow  th is  n  »- 
olution to  pass w ithout saying a  w ord npoa 
his career.

Mr. Sneaker, M r. M err:.l Was n ev e r a  ? 
politic ian m erely fo r  th e  sake  o f  p a rtic i
pating  in polities. H e was a  m an »t! high 
and nulde im pulses, and  his hea rt was warm 
in Hie sup p o rt o f The cause o f th e  Union, 
and in th e  s trugg le  for th e  i xistenee o f  th e  
constitu tion  ot tins S ta te . W hen  the War 
ceased, he raised  him self high In th e  g rea t 
arm y of in te llec t and  iu  th e  h ea rts  o t the  
g rea t R epublican p a r ty . E stab lish ing  him 
se lf  iu «m oot the w ealth iest aud  m ost in te l
ligent parishes o f tn e  S’ate , he fliers  and 
then  devoted all his energies and all his mind 
aud  all his in lluencs  to  th e  fu rtherance  o f 
those glorious principles upon which the new 
constitu tion  o f the  S tate  Tests. Mr. M errill 
w as nom inated tw o years  ago fo r a  seat iu 
the Senate of th is  S tate. 15 u t, sir, on ac
count o f the noble independence and  iuteg. 
r ity  of his cha rac te r, he was cheated  ou t of 
a fa ir election by the minions *d' W artuo th . 
in the persons y f B lanch «ni and  e thers , 
For tw o years th e  good people of the parish 
of Iberv ille  w ere m isrepresented  iu t  ie S n- 
ate ol the .State, on accoun t o f the frau d u 
lent practices of W arm oth  and  his subordi
nates in ca rry ing  out th e  election laws. 
B ut during  those tw o years Mr. M errill did 
n o t 'r e t i r e  from politics. He kept before 
the people, and he ag ita ted  those m eas
ures of reform  and  pa tiio tism  in 
which* every goo«l citizen  should  be 
engaged. A’ud a t the  la st election he 
was retu rned  to  the Senate by  a  la rge  and 
fla tte ring  vote. H is ca reer in  th s  Senate, 
d u ring  th e  sho rt period he ea t there, 
s tam ped  him as one of tlie  w orth iest o f 
th a t body, and  as an independen t S enator,

who n ev e r allowed execu tive patronage o r
legislative influence to  control Lis vote, or 
his report, o r his sayings, or hi« doings. I a  
his independen t ch a rac te r a« S enator he set 
an exam ple th a t should be followed all over 
th is country , w herever L eg islatu res and  ex 
ecutives exist. H e has gone to  h:s la s t and 
final home, leaving  a loinily and  a  la rge 
constituency  to  m ourn his loss, and  the Sen
a te  o f th is S tate  w ill perhaps s it m any a 
day  before ano ther m an like Him will en te r 
th a t  body.

In  c-nelusioD. I h eartily  in 'o r s e  the reso 
lution th a t has been read  w ith regard  to his 
death .

A t the conclusion o t G overnor H ahn 's  re- 
lna tk s  th e  ilo u -e  ad journed  to  S a tu rd ay
a t  12 M.

f i l t h  D ay 's  Proceeding*.
New Orleans, Jan u a ry  10, 1874.

Mr. A’.lain , o f  W est B aton Rouge, as 
cha irm an  of th e  C om m ittee «in A ppiopria- 
ti in.«, offered lh - i r  rep o rt, bearing  th e  foi 
low ing title :

An ac t m aking an  appropriation  for th e  
p aym en t o f the m ileage and  per diem  and 
con tingen t expen.-es ut the G eneral Assem 
bl.v of the  S tate  for the reg u la r session o f 
1874, describ ing  the m anner in  which the 
sam e sliail be paid.

T he H ouse resolved itse lf  in to  com m ittee 
of the » h o le , when th e  following discussion 
took place:

>Jr. H ahn, o f  St. C harles—I w an t to  say 
a  w ord  in passing  on This» 4>.11. W e ought 
to  bo very c a r tfu l. We till recollect la s ’ 
y ea r the Com m ittee on Expenses, or som e 
o ther com m ittee, recom m ended a  bill, and  
a l te r  th e  bill passed th is  H ouse au d  th e  
o th e r  House, it was enjo ined  by «irder of 
c o u rt as being unconstitu tional, a u d  raised  
such a  consternation  am ong th e  m em bers 
here , because they  did n o t c a r ry  o u t th a t 
law, and  be in accord  w ith  its  provisions. 
A t any  ra te , sir, th a t law , we all know , was 
pronounced defective, an d  th e  m oney w as 
nut paid iu th e  m anner aud  in  t i n  am ount 
p rescribed  by it. This is a  lesson fo r us fo 
proceed by. Now, sir. we all know  th a t for 
sium* m onths past a  con trovejsy  has been 
going on betw een tw o execu tive’ officers of 
this S ta te—the S tate  A udito r aud th e  S tate  
T reasure r. Ww used  to  believe th a t  the 
S ta te  A udito r k ep t th e  books of th e  S tate  
aud  issued w arran ts , an d  th a t th e  S tate 
T reasu re r held on to  the  m oney. W o have 
been la te ly  to ld  by th e  new spapers and  by 
jud g m en ts  of the court, and  by th e  T reas
u re r  him self, th a t th is system  o f  th ings has 
been changed , and  that, he uo  longer cou- 
troll* d th e  m oney. Now, sir, if  he has not 
go t contro l of th e  money, le t us not m ake 
the m istake «I asking  the A udito r to  draw  
a  w a rran t on him.

Mr. G air, o f E ast F elic iana—I hold  th a t 
th is  discussion is o u t o f order.

Mr. H ahn—1 urge upon th e  m em bers who 
need This m oney—I do n o t need much of i t  
myself, 1 am  too n e a r  the c ity , l  am  only 
tw enty-five miles distant,—bu t these g en tle 
m en who coûte from Red rive r, am i go to 
the T reasu re r and  dem and th e ir  m oney 
will receive the answ er. " I have not got the 
money, Mr. C linton has i t .” Now, I say , if 
the  m oney is no t in  the  treasu ry , we had 
b etter find ou t w here it is before we draw  
ou it. I hope th is  d isgraceful »quabble be
tw een  the A udito r a n d  S ta te  T reasurer, 
w ill cease, and  th a t  the  C om m ittee «in 
A ppropriations lias given the m a tte r  t lu i r  
a tten tion , l a  th a t case I am  w illing to  go  
in to  if.

Mr. G oir— I don 't see th a t th e  o ld  appro 
p ria tion  bill has been re fe rred  to  the com 
m ittee. The com m ittee has m ade a  su b sti
tu te  to  tin* bill, and I th ink  th e  gentlem an 
from  St.’C hailes will do his bes t a b o u t i t .  
He will find th a t  the appropriation  bill is, 
alm ost verba tim , as it passed  the previous 
session. Now, as la r  as .-be money is con* 
cei til'd, it ought t»  be in the .State treasu ry , 
and it is th e  im pressien th a t  th e  m oney is 
there, am i I believe j* is the re . T he gen tle 
m an has gone on to  d i-cuss th e  proposition 
to  m ake the appropriation  and  d raw  th e  
w arran ts  on th e  p a rty  th a t has the  m oney. 
1 th ink  th a t the money is in The hands of 
th e  S ta te  T reasure r. I do  Cot see a n y  use 
o f  fu rth e r discussion.

M r. M athew s, o i  T ensas—I t!»*«*Tr..*
to m ake a  lew  rem ark s  on th e  
hill, an d  ale* reld-r to  th e  appropriation  
bill of la s t session. I am  aw are th a t some 
m em bers o f the house blam ed me tor th e ir  
tint receiving the th ir ty  p e rc e n t additional 
allow ed by the appropriation  bill, am i for 
th e  delay . ! wish to say to  you, gentlem en, 
th a t w hen tie* bill w as reported  la st session 
I tol l you  then  an d  tli re  th a t th e  th rrty  
p e r c e n t  d a n s e  w as u n constitu tiona l, a n d  
th e  m oney w ould nut be paid. T im e has 
proved th a t I was c o m  er, and  th a t clause 
was tire cause ol the  delay ia  se ttling  w ith 
th e  nu m b ers. T he bill now betöre th e  
House is au  appropriation  for th e  legisla
tive expenses only, and p repared  in  the «inly 
m anner th a t such a Hill can be to  accom 
plish w hat we desire . T h e  bid specifies th e  
m anner o f  «li.sbursing and  se ttlin g  w ith  
m em bers in  th e  sam e m anner as a lready  
provided for by law .

The com m ittee rose, an  1 the  Irou.-e a d 
journed a f te r  passing  the bill.

O H ’ I - ’ 1 C ' A A  1«

l . n m  «T rbe U n ited  Srnti s  I’n sse i!  n f lit«- 
T b i r d  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i 'n i a y . M  o j n d  
C ongress ,

[General Natere—No. C9.T 
An a-’t To provide fo r th e  p rep a ra tio n  tind 

p resen ta tion  to  Congress of tb e  Revision 
o f  the Law s of the U nited fctates, «•nn- 
so lida iing  the law s re la tin g  to  th e  post 
toads, and  a  code re la tin g  to m ilitary  of
fenses, and  th e  revision o f tre a tie s  w ith  
th e  Ind ian  tribes now in force.
Be ic enacted  by th e  S enate and  House 

of R epresen tatives of the U nited S ta te s  of 
A m erica in Congress assem bled. T h a t a  
Com m ittee o f th ree o f th e  H ouse of R epre
sen ta tives on ! he Revision of the Law s, w ith 
com m ittee on th e  p a r t  o f  the S enate, is 
hereby au thorized , by resolu tion , to  tie 
filed in th e  D epartm en t o f .Justice, to  ac
cept, on the  p a r t  o f Congress, the «iraft on 
Revision ot the  Law s o f th e  U nited State* 
p rep a red  by  tlie commissioner.« to  re- 
v:«e The s ta tu te s , so  fa r  a s  th e  sam e 
has been  repo rted  by them , and  m ay 
be h e re a fte r  repo rted  by  them , a t  the 
exp ira tion  of th e  Time designa ted  for per
form ing th a t service, to  w it, the fo u rth  day 
o f M ay, eighteen hu n d red  and  seventy- 
th ree , anil to  d ischarge said com missioners, 
from and  a f te r  w hich all ac ts  an d  p a r ts  of 
ac ts  dec laring  tho duties, pow ers, righ ts, 
and  privileges of said  com m issioners, are 
hereby rep e a led ; b u t no th ing  here in  con
ta ined  shall be construed  as an approva l or 
adoption  by  Congress o f any p a r t  of th e  
w ork o f  th e  com m issioners.

Sec . 2. T h a t the C om m ittee o f The llousi* 
of R epresen tatives on the  Revision o f  the 
Laws, toge ther w ith such com m ittee as th e  
Senate m ay jo in , be and  they  hereby are au 
thorized  to  co n trac t w ith some su itab le  per
son ur persons, learned  In the law , to  p re
pare  a bill rev ising  and  em bodying in  one 
ac t all the law s au thoriz ing  post roads ia  
force a t  th e  exp iration  of th e  p resen t p c s - 

i-ion o f Congress, anil a lso  to  p rep a re  a 
bill codifying and  regu la ting  th e  law s in 
reg a rd  to  Tnilitary offenses, nccwrding to  
The recom m endation m ade by tit*- P resident 
of the U nited S tates in his unn : il m essage 
com m unicated to  Cor-gros* a* th e  p resen t 
session, and also to  p repa re  a  t? i  is‘":i of all 
th e  Indian  trea ties  now  in fo rço n s  l'.'V .

Sec.:! .  T h a t said  com m ittee are ala* au 
thorized  ti* co n trac t w ith  some su itab le  
person  o r  jn-rsi-np, tinder The supervision  o f 
said  com m ittee a n d  such regu la tions a s  
tnav be by them  prescribed . !» p repare  The 
revision of th e  s ta tu te s  a lread y  rep o rted  by 
th e  com m issioners, o r  w hich  m a y  b o r e -  
po rted  tiefere said  fou rth  day  o f M ay. in 
the te n u  o f u b ill Tu be p resen ted  a t The 
opening  ol th*  eessi ur «.f Congress in  De
cem ber n ex t, em bodying  all tlie law s so re 
vised and  tho bills and  p rov ision i here in  
p rovided lo r, w ith  p roper indexes, so th a t  
the .-âme may be in form  tu  bo ac ted  u- uj 
fo rthw ith  by Congress a t  said session.

Sec . 4. T h a t said  com m ittee is fu rth e r a u 
thorized  to  have such  revisions an d  bills, 
p rin ted  by  th e  Congressional P r in te r  lrom  
tim e to  time, uniform  w ith  tho revision a l 
ready  reported , an d  to d is tribu te  them , and 
also the  consolidation and  codification of 
the  postal and  m ilita ry  law s an d  trea ties  
herein provided for, to  m em bers o f Con
gress and  o thers com petent to  judge of 
th e ir m erits, in o rder Ihr tlu ir  correction by 
such persons.

Sec. 5. T h a t any  moneys approp ria ted  for 
th e  paym ent o f the w o tk  herein  provided 
for shall be d isbursed  by th e  D epartm en t of 
Ju stice  from tim e to  tim e only so fa r  as th a t 
D epartm en t shall be satisfle«î th a t  th e  w ork 
has been well and  fa ith fu lly  perform ed, and 
as said  D epartm en t shall be satisfied th a t 
tha  w ork w ill be lu lly  done ai;ii com pleted

by  th e  com m encem ent o f said  session ot
Congress in D ecem ber nex t.

A pproved M arch 3,1873.

[General Nature—N o. 110.1 
An ac t to  au thorize and  d irec t th e  Secre

ta ry  o f W a r to  d is tribu te  arm s anil m ili
tary equipm ents u nder tbe a t t o f A pril 
tw en ty -th ree , eighteen hundred  and  eight, 
and  the, ac ts  am endato ry  thereof.
Be it amende«l by  the  Senate aud  House 

of R epresen tatives n f th e  U nited  S tates of 
A m erica in Congress assem bled. T h a t the 
S ecre tary  o f W ar be. and  he is hereby, au 
thorized and  d irected  to  d is tribu te  to  such 
S ta tes 8s d id  not, lrom  the  yea r eighteen 
hund red  aud  sixty-tw o to  the yea r eighteen 
hundred  and  six ty  nine, receive the same, 
th e ir  p roper q u o ta  o f arm s and  m ilitary  
equipm ents for each y ear, from  eighteen 
hundred  anil s ix ty  tw o to  eighteen hundred  
and  six ty-n ine, under the ac t nf Congress 
approved  A pril tw en ty -th ird , eighteen  h u n 
d red  and r ig h t, and the several a r ts  am end
a to ry  thereof: provided, th a t in the organiz
ation  aud  equ ipm en t of m ilita ry  com panies 
and  organizations with said an u s , no dis
crim ination  slia il be m ade betw een said 
com panies an d  organization« on account ot 
ra re , color or io n n e r com .ition o l serv i
tude .

A pproved M arch 3. 1873.

[G eneral Nature—No. 72.]
An s i t  to  am end an  ac t en titled  an  a c t to  

p rev e n t sm uggling, and  for o the r purpo 
ses, approved J u ly  e igh teen th , eighteen  
h u m lrn i and sixty-six .
15*. it enacted  by th e  S enate  and 1 louse 

ot R epresentative*  ot th e  U nited S tate»  o f 
A m erica in Congress assem bled . T hat the 
seven th  section o f the  ac t en titled  an  ac t 
to  fu rth e r p reven t sm uggling, and  for o ther 
purposes. approved J u ly  eigh teen th , 
eighteen hund red  and  sixty-six , is hereby 
am ended so as to  read  as follows: T h a t it 
shall he th e  d u ty  of th e  several co llec tors 
of custom s and  o f iu ternal revenue to  re 
p o rt w ith in  ten  days to  the d is tr ic t a tto rn ey  
o f  tlie d is tr ic t in w hich an y  fine, p ena lty , 
or fo rfeitu re fnay be incurri d for the viola
tion of any  law  o f  th e  U nited  
S ta tes  re la ting  to  tho  revenue, a 
s ta tem en t ot a ll th e  fac ts anil 
circum stances o f  th e  easo w ith in  th e ir  
know ledge, to ge ther w ith tlie nam es o f tlie 
w itnesses, a n d  w hich m ay  come To the ir 
know ledge lrom  tim e to  tim e, sta tin g  tue 
provisions of th e  law  believed to  be vi l
la ted, and  on which a  reliance m ay be h a s  
for condem nation o r conviction, an il such 
d is tr ic t a tto rn ey  shailcau.se th e  proper pro
ceedings to  lie com menced an d  prosecuted  
w ithou t delay  for the fine* penalties, and  
forfeitures by law  in such  case provided, 
unless, upon inquiry am i exam ination , be 
shall decide th a t  such proceedings can not 
probably  be sustained , o r th a t th e  ends of 
public justice ilo not require  th a t proceed
ings should be in s titu ted , iu w hich case he 
shall rep o rt the fac ts in  custom s cases to 
th e  S ecre tary  <>1' th e  T reasury , and 
iu in ternal revenue eases to  the Com 
m issioner o f  In te rn a l R evenue, lor 
th e ir  direction; and  for th e  ex 
penses incurred  ufnl services rendered  in all 
such cases the d is tr ic t atto rney  shall receive 
and  R epaid  from the Treasury such sum as 
the  S ecre tary  of tlie  T reasu ry  shall deem 
ju s t  au d  reasonab le upon th e  certificate 
of th e  jud g e  before whom  such cases are 
tr ie d  o r disposed o f ;  provided, how ever, 
th a t th e  ann u a l « o inpensation o f such  dis
t r ic t  a tto rn ey  sh a ll no t exceed the m ax i
m um  am ount now prescribed  by  law: and  
if any  collec tor shall in any  ease fail to  
rep o rt T.» t! e p roper «ii-dric? a tto rn ey  os 
prescribed  in This section, such collector's 
r ig h t Jo an vcom pensati'in . benefit, or allow 
ance, in stich case shall lie forfeited U* th e  
U nited S tates, and  th e  sam e lu tv , in the 
discretion o f the S ecretary of tho T reasury , 
he aw arded  to  such persons as m ay m ake 
com plaint an  i ]tiose«uce tho  e*uie to  ju d g 
m en t or conviction.

A pproved M atch  3, 1873.

'G eneral Nature—No.
A n ai t provid ing  io r th e  paym ent to  th e  

governm euiuen: of ■! 'p an  the sum  due «in 
a c c o u n t« , ren ts  fo r .lands  m id buildings 
•s cnpied by th e  d ip lom atic an d  consular 
r- pi« »eutatives «4 the U nited  S ta tes  to  
Ja p a n , anil l'>*r otlit r put poses.
Be ;; enacted  by  tin ' Senate an d  H ouse o f  

R ep ré sen ta tif* a of th e  U nited S ta tes id 
A m erica in Congress ass«m bled. T h a t the 
S ecre tary  o f .State he a u d  lie is hereby a u 
thorized  i * pay to  the governm ent o f Jap a n , 
th rough  its rvj-ident d ip lom atic  rep resen ta 
tive in tho U nited S tates, ou t o f any  moneys 
ia  The treasu ry  not otic rw isc app rop ria ted , 
an y  sum  no t • x -eeding six thousand  d >l- 
lar.», v.’b ich m ay bo found to  he «lue To the 
governm ent of J a p a n  by th a t  o f tlie U nited 
S tates, -in account «•! ren ts  to r  lauds or 
bu ild ings  occupied lo r hospind  purposes, 
j.til and  courtlier, v .  by tho  I  a ile d  ista ti»  
m  Jap an .

Ul«:. 2. T h a t th e  S ecre tary  •<{ State, 
th rough  the  m in ister res id en t a t  J a p a n , be, 
an d  he is h e r, by , au thorized  to  rt u t, fu r
n ish , «nul keep  su itab le  build ings, w ith 
g rounds ap p u rten an t, tu  Jedib-, - r  *v h 
« t l . r r  place us he luay designate, ior a eourt- 
houso am i jai% a t  au  ann u a l cost not « x- 
cecding live thousand  dollars; provided, 
th a t th e  period  fo r w hich tb e  said  buildings 
shall be ren ted  shall iu  for tw o years, with 
renew als li.r tw o years a s  the S ecre ta ry  of 
.Stale shall determ ine,

8 e i '. 3. T h a t a  fu r th e r  sum. Tint to exceed 
tw o  thousand live h u nd red  dollars, lie, ami 
the  sam e is hereby, also app rop ria ted , out 
of any  tuungys in  th e  treasu ry  no t o th e r
w ise app rop ria ted , for the  p u rchase  o t a 
su itab le  law  lib rary  for th e  use o f said  
legation  in J a p a n , th e  selection o f  such  
lih re.iv  lit l«e m ade bv th e  S ecre ta ry  *t

f p;-ro’. , M„ 1873.

[General Nature—Ne. Î0S.Î 
An ac t fo r th e  relief o f H ow ard  F. Moffat.

Be if enacted  by the  S enate and H ouse of 
R epresen ta tives of the U nited S tates of 
A m erica in Congres.» assem bled , T h a t the 
P res iden t of the  United S tates be and  he is 
hereby  au thorized  to  nom inate , and  by and 
w ith  the. advice and  consen t o f th o  Senate 
to  appo in t, upon the retired  list of the navy, 
w ith the rank  «if m ister. H ow ard  F. Muf- 

I lo t, now a volunteer td h e tr  *,.;t the ac tive 
list o f the navy.

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[R esolution * r  General N ature—No. 4. 
A resolu tion  au thorizing  I he P residen t to

inv ite  The In te rna tiona l S tatistical Con
gress to  hold its n e s t  session iu the U nited
States.
W hereas, T he  governm ents o f Belgium , 

A ustria , F rance , G reat B ritain , P russia , 
I ta ly , H olland and  R ussia  have  heretofore 
ex 'i-ndcil in ' i ta lions to  the  In te rn a tio n a l 
S ta tis tic a l Congress to  hold sessions of the 
said congress a t  th e ir  respective cap ita ls , 
am i eight different sessions of tho said con
gress have been  held  in accordance w ith  
said  official inv itations, t  * the g rea t ad 
vancem ent <f vbe science o f  national and  
in tern a tio n a l s ta tis tic s  in its  various de
p artm en ts, and  to  flic uniform ity  o f  coin
age, w eights and  m easures, a n d  com m ercial 
regu lations and  s ta tis tic a l publications be
tw een  tbe «liderent nations; and , tvberea«, [ 
th e  U nited  S lates • f  A m erica are  favorab le  I 
to  all m easure» for prom oting  the advance- I 
m e n t e f  s ta tis tic a l science, an d  to  all effort•» | 
fur th e  social advancem ent an d  friend ly  in- i 
tevcouise of the peonies f  all countries: and . ! 
w hereas, a lso , th e  P re s id en t o f  th e  U uited  } 
S tates, iu his re e m t annual m essage T-, i 
Congress, has subm itted  to  This C ongres- tl • ! 
consideration  o f  th e  p ro p rie ty  o f  ex ten d in g  j 
an  inv ita tion  to  the In te rna tiona l S tatistical I 
C  ngress to  bold it« n e x t (ninth) 
m eeting  in th e  U nited  .State'-, therefo re, [ 

s o it, d  by the- Senate a n d  H ouse ot > 
Rcpe- senrativ* s o f  too  U nited S '»tes o f j 
A m erica in Congress assem bled. T h a t tb e  j 
P res iden t be a m i he is h e reby  au tho rized  j 
a n d  requested  tö te n d e r  fo the  o rganization  | 
com mission o f  the la st session o t the  said ; 
eon gress, recen tly  held  a t  "Saint Petez sburg , j 
a tiu tiia l and  cord i d  inv itation  to  hold its ! 
nex t session iu  the United S tates o f A nn riea. [ 

Sec. 2. T ha t if  the said  inv ita tion  shall ' 
b e  acci p ted  b y  th e  sa id  sti tistiea l congress, ! 
th e  P residen t shall be and  he is hereby du ly  i 
au thorized  to  appo in t t i c  usual organiz.i- J 
Hon com m ission, ana  t»  tak e  the othur pre
lim inary  a n d  necessary  m easures for the 
m eeting  o f the sa id  body a n d  the holding 
o f its  n in th  session in  th is  coun try  a t such 
tim e as m ay be deem ed exped ien t by the 
said  s ta t is tic a l congress.

A pproved M arch 3, 1873,

[G eneral Nature—No. U3 [
A n ac t to declare th e  tru e  in ten t an d  m ean 

ing of the ac t approved  Ju n e  eigh t, e ig h t
een hundred  an d  seventy-tw o. am enda
to ry  of th e  general b an k ru p t law.
Be it enac ted  by tbe S enate and  H ouse o f j

R epresen tatives o f  th e  U nited  S ta tes  of
A m erica in Congress assem bled. T ha t it  
w as the tru e  in ten t and  m eaning of an  ac t 
approved J a n e  eigh th , e ighteen  h u nd red
aud  seventy-tw o, en titled  “ An act to  am end 
an a c t en titled  ‘An a c t to  estab lish  a  uni
form system  of b an k ru p tcy  th roughou t the 
U nited  S tates, approved M arch second, 
eighteen hundred  and  six ty-seven,” th a t 
the  exem ptions allow ed th e  b an k ru p t by the 
said  am endatory  ac t should, an d  it is hereby 
enacted  th a t they  shall, bu th e  am oun t a l 
low ed by the coustitarion  and  law s o f each 
S tate , respectively , as ex isting  in  th e  yea r 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven ty  one, anil th a t 
such  exem ptions be va lid  aga in st debts 
con trac ted  before th e  adoption and  passage 
o f such S ta te  constitu tion  and  laws, as well 
as those con trac ted  a f te r  th e  same, and  
aga inst liens by jud g m en t or «lei*ree o f any 
S ta te  court, any  tleeision of any  such cou rt 
rendered  since th e  adoption and passage of 
such constitu tion  and  law s to  the co n tra ry  
no tw ithstand ing .

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 77.]
An ac t t*  provide to r th e  estab lishm ent ot

a military prison, and lor its  govern
ment.
Be it enacted  by tbe Senate and H ouse of 

R epresen tative of th e  U nited  S ta tes ot 
A m éricain  Congress assem bled. T hat the re  
shall bo estab lished  a t  Rock Is lan d , in the 
S ta te  o f Illinois, a  prison  for th e  confine
m ent end  reform ation  o f ofiemlers aga in st 
tlie ru les, regulations and  laws for th e  gov
ernm ent of ilie arm y o f the  U nited  S tates, 
in  which s h ill  be securely  confined, and 
em ployed a t  labor, and  governed in the 
iimniHT here inafte r d irected , all offenders 
convicted before any  court m artia l o r m ili
ta ry  commission in the U nited S ta tes, and 
sentenced according to  law  to im prisonm ent 
therein .

Sec. 2. T h a t th e  S ecre tary  o f  W ar shall 
organize a  hoard o f  five m em bers, ti> con
sist o f th re e  officers of the  arm y and  tw o  
persons from  civil life, w ho shall ad o p t a 
p lan  for the  build ing  of such prison, and 
w ho shall fram e regulations for the gov
ernm en t of the prisoners, in  accordance 
w ith  the  provisions of th is  ac t. The said 
com m issioners from civil life sha ll buhl 
th e ir  offices for the te rm  of th ree years, and  
shall be paid five dollars a  «lay while on du ty , 
and  necessary tra v e lin g  expenses: and the 
said I timers o f the arm y shall, a t  a ll times, 
he subjec t to  rem oval by tb e  S ecre tary  u* 
W ar.

Sec. 3. T h a t th e  S ecre tary  o f W ar shall, 
w ith  said com m issioners, sem i-annually , 
and  a s  m uch offener as m ay be deemetl 
exped ien t, visit said  prison for tbe purposes 
of exam ination , inspection, au d  correc tion ; 
and  they  shall inquire  in to  all abuses 
or neglects of d u ty  on th e  p a r t  o f the of
ficers or o ther persons iu charge o f the 
sam e,aud m ake such changes in  the general 
discipline of the prison as th e y  m ay hold 
to  be essential.

Sec. 4. T h a t th e  officer.» o f th e  prison 
shall consist of a  com m andant and  such 
su bo rd inate  officers as m ay be necessary, a 
chap lain , a  surgeon, and  a  clerk, who shall 
be deta iled  by the  S ecre tary  of W a r from 
th e  com m issioned officers of the arm y; anil 
a  sufficient num ber of enlisted men shall 
be deta iled  by the S ecre tary  of W ar to ac t 
as tu rnkeys, g u u id s  and  ass is tan ts  in the 
prison.

Sec. 5. T h a t one of th e  inspectors of the 
arm y shall, a t  leas t once iu th ree  m onths, 
visit the prison lo r the purpose o f exam ining 
in t»  the books aud all th e  affairs thereof, 
and  ascerta in ing  w hether th e  law s, rules, 
and  regulations re la ting  th e re to  are  c im
plied w ith , th e  offi*ers are  com petent arid 
faith fu l, anil the  convicts properly  gov
erned aud  em ployed, and  a t  the sam e titu ■ 
tre a ted  w ith hum anity  and kindness. And 
it shall be  th e  d u ty  o f the inspector, a t  
once, to  m ake fu ll rep o rt th e reo f to  the 
S ecre tary  of W ar.

Sec. C. T h a t before th e  com m andan t en 
te rs  upon th e  du ties of his office he shall 
give bi.md, w ith sufficient sureties, in a  sum 
to Tie fixed by the S ecre tary  o f W ar, to  ho 
approved by him, conditioned th a t he shall 
fa ith fu lly  accoun t for a ll m oney p laced  in 
his hand» for th e  use o f  th e  prison aud  fur 
the  faith fu l d ischarge ot all his du ties as 
eom uiaudant. H e shall have com m and of 

•the prison; shall have the charge an d  em- 
p loyiurtit o f tho  prisoners, gtnl the custody 
o f all the p ro p erty  of the governm ent con
nected  w ith  the pris 'ti. H e shall recoin- 
and  pay  nu t all money used 1m* the prison, 
and  »hall cause to  be kep t, in  su itab le  
books, com plete accounts o f all th e  p roper
ty , expenses, income, business and  concerns 
o f th e  prison ; a n d  shall m ake fu ll and 
reg u la r reports  the reo f to  th e  S ecre tary  of 
W a r: and  shall, u n d e r the d irection  and 
w ith the approval of the S< e re ta ry  of W ar, 
em ploy, for the benefit of the  U nited  S tates, 
th e  convicts a t  such labor and  in such 
trades a* may be deem ed best for th e ir  
hea lth  and  reform ation . l i e  shall have 
pow er to  sell and  dispose o f  any  artic les 
m anufactu red  by the convicts, and  shall 
regu larly  account fo r the proceeds thereof, 
aud  shall give bond aud  security  lo r the 
faithfu l keeping and  accounting  of all 
moneys and  p roperty  corning to  his hands 
as  such com m andan t. Ho shall ta k e  note 
and  cm lie record of tho ghod conduct of 
th e  convicts, an d  shall shorten  th e  daily  
tim e ot h a rd  labor for those who by the ir 
obed im ee , honesty , industry , or general 
good conduct, e a rn  such lavors ; aud  the  
S ecre tary  of W ar is au thorized  and  directed  
to  rem it, in p a r t , the sentences oi such 
convicts, and  to give them  an honorable 
res to ra tion  to  d u ty  in case th e  sam e is 
m e rite d ; and  in ease any  convict shall dis
obey tho  law ful o rders e f  th e  officers o f tho 
prison, and  refuse to  com ply w ith  
the ru les and  regu lations thereof, 
he tony be p laced in so lita ry  confinement, 
and  tiie com m andant sh a ll a t  once repo rt 
the case to the  S ecre tary  o f W ar. who shall 
d irec t th e  inspecto r to  m ake fu ll exam ina
tion anil rep o rt of the m a tte r  a t  the n ex t 
inspection: bu t in no ease shall any  p risoner 
be subjec ted  to  whipping, b rand ing , o r the 
ca rry ing  of w eights 1'or the  purpose of dis
cipline, o r for p roducing  penitence; and  
every  prison*r. upon being d ischarged from 
prison, shall bo furn ished  w ith decent 
clothing.

Sec . 7. T h a t the use i f new spapers and 
hooks shall no t be denied the convicts a t  
tim es w hen not em ployed; and  th a t  un 
official v isitors shall be ad m itted  to  th e  
prison under such restric tions as th e  lioard 
oi com m issioners m ay im pose. The. p rison 
e r s  shall not be denied the  priv ilege o f  
com m unicating w ith th e ir  friends by le t
te r, and  from receiv idg  like com m unica
tions from  them , all o f w hich shall he sub 
ject to  tiie inspection o f th e  com m andant, 
o r such officer as he m ay assign to  th a t 
du ty .

Sec. 8. T h a t th e  prisoners shall Tie sup 
plied w ith  am ple an d  clean  bedding, and 
With wholesom e and  sufficient fond, hu t 
when in ho-p ita l or u nder discipline th e ir  
«liet shall be prescribed  by  th e  p roper 
au tho rity . The prison  shall he  su itab ly  
veil’d a ted , and  each  p risoner shall have a 
w eekly b a th  o f cold or tep id  w ater, w hich 
shall be applied  to  the whole surface o f  tho 
body, unless the surgeon shall d irec t o ther
wise for the h ea lth  o f  tlit* prisoner.

m ;o. 1*. T ha t m> officer of the prison, or 
oti» r person connected the rew ith , shall be 
concerned *>r in terested , d irec tly  <ir inui- 
roetl.y, in  any  con trac t, pu rchase *>r sale 
m ade on account of the prison.

.Sec. PJ. T h a t any  officer who shall suffer 
a  convict to  escape, or shall iu  any  way con- 
sen : to  his escape, o r shall aid him  to  escape, 
o r in an a ttem p t to  escape, shall, uiieti con
viction, he di-mis»'* I from the  service, and 
suffer such  o the r pun ishm ent w* a  co u rt 
m artia l m ay inflict.

Fec . II. "that any  io ld ier o r o th 'T  p irso n  
em ployed in tie* prison, who «hall suffer a  
convict to  escape, or shall in  a n y  w ay con 
sen t to  his escape, o r  s ha ll a id  h im  ti*«»- 
«ape. or in  an  a ttem p t to  escape, shall, 
upon «’onviction by a cou rt m artia l, In; c o n 
fined the re in  not less than  one y ea r,

«■:;c. Jfi. T h a t a ll prisoner» u n d er coating»
;u -it i a  said m ilitary  p rim a  undergoing  
sentence <>f courts m artia l shall be liable 
to  tr ia l and punishm ent bv «marts m a rtia l 
u n ih r  tbe* ruie« an d  artic les of w ar for 
offences com m itted  d tria  • the  «a: i  con
finement.

A pproved M arch 3, 1-T

[General Nature—No, fil J 
An ac t to  ex tend for four years  th e  ac t cs- 

ta lu i-h ing  the B oard of Comm issioners ol 
< ianii.s, aud  the ac ts  re la tin g  thereto .
Be it enacted  by th e  Senate and  Huuse of 

R epresen tatives o f th e  U nited  S tates ot 
A m erea in  Congress assem bled , T h a t tbe 
second, th ird , fou rth , fifth, an d  s ix th  sec
tions of tho a c t en titled  ;*An a c t m aking 
appropriations l'or th e  suppo rt o f th e  arm y 
for th e  yea r ending  Ju n e  th ir tie th  
e igh teen  tu n d rc ii  an d  seventy-tw o,

and for other purposes,” approved J boats or vessels transporting tne same at
M arch th ird , eigh teen  h u n d red  and  
seventv-one, and  th e  a c t en titled  
“ A n ac t to  au tho rize  th e  com m issioners of 
claim s to  appo in t special com m issioners to 
ta k e  testim ony, and  fo r o the r purposes,” 
approved  M ay eleventh , e igh teen  hu n d red  
and  seventy-tw o, be, an d  th e  sam e a re  
hereby, ex tended  an d  con tinued  in  force 
for fou r years from  th e  te n th  day  of M arch, 
anno Domini eighteen hund red  and  seventy- 
three.

Sec. 2. T h a t the com m issioners of claim s 
shall not receive any  petition  for th e  allow 
ance o t any  claim  or claim s uuless such  pe 
tition  shall be presented  to  and  filed w ith  
them  on o r before the- th ird  day  of M arch, 
e ighteen  hund red  and  seventy-three; anti 
a ll claim s not so presented  shall be deem ed 
to  be barred  forever th e reafte r .

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 73.]
An a c t to  reg u la te  the tak in g  o f te stim ony 

iu ce rtain  cases.
Be i t  enacted  b y  the S enate and  H ouse 

of R epresen tatives of tho U nited S ta tes  ol 
A m erica in Congress assem bled, T h a t no 
w itness shall he com pelled to  ap p e ar or 
to  testify  before any com m issioner o r officer 
appo in ted  to  ta k e  testim ony u n d e r le tte rs  
rogato ry , issued  o r to  be issued from any 
cq u rt iu any  foreign country , in any  su it or 
proceeding "in w hich the  governm ent o f such 
foreign co u n try  shall be a p a r ty  o f record  
or in in te res t, excep t fo r the purpose of a n 
sw ering specific w ritten  in te rro g a to ries  is
sued w ith am i accom panying such le tte rs  
rogato ry  and  addressed  to  such  w itness: pro 
vided, th a t  w hen counsel for all th e  pattie s 
a tte n d  th e  exam ination  they  m ay consent 
th a t questions in ad d ition  to  those accom 
pany ing  th e  le tte rs  rogato ry  m ay  be p u t to 
th e  w itness, unless the le tte rs  rogato ry  e x 
clude such additional in terrogato ries.

8ec. 2. T h a t no w itness shall he requ ired , 
on such  exam ination , or any  o ther under 
le tte rs  rogatory , to  m ake an y  d isclosure 
or discovery which shall tend  to  crim ina te 
him  e ith e r u nder tlie law s o f  the  S tate  or 
T errito ry  w ith in  w hich such exam ina tion  
is had , or anv o ther, or any foreign S tate . 

A pproved M arch 3. 1873.

[G eneral Nature—No. 107.J 
Au a c t to  prov ide for th e  sale of lands ot 

th e  U nited  Stati-s contain ing  coal.
Be it enacted  by th e  Senate and  H ouse of 

R epresen tatives o f fliu U nited  S ta tes ot 
A m erica in Congress assem bled, T h a t any  
person above the  age of t wenty-one years, 
who is a  citizen of the U nited  S tates, o r 
who has declaretl his in ten tion  to  become 
such, or any association ot persons sever
ally  qualified as above, shall, upon app lica
tion to  the  reg iste r of the. proper laud  oflice, 
have the  r ig h t to  en ter, by legal subd i
visions, any q u an tity  o f vacan t coal lands 
of tb e  U nited S ta tes not o therw ise app ro 
p ria ted  or reserved by com petent au tho rity , 
not exceeding one hund red  am i s ix ty  acres 
to  such indiv idual person, o r th ree hundred  
anil tw en ty  acres to  such association, upon 
paym ent to  th e  receiver o t n o t less than  
ten dollars per acre for such lands, w here 
the sam e shall be situ a ted  m ore than  fifteen 
miles lrom  any com pleted railroad , and  not 
less than  tw en ty  do llars  per acre for such 
lands as shall be w ith in  fifteen miles of 
such road.

Sec. 2. T hat any  person or association 
ol persons severally  qualified as above, wlio 
have opened and  im proved, or shall here
a fte r open and  im prove, any  coal m ine or 
mines upon tbe pu olio lands, and sliail be iu 
actual possession of the  sam e, shall be en 
titled  t»  a p reference r ig h t ot en try , under 
the  loregoing provisions, of th e  m ines so 
opened and  im proved: provided, th a t when 
any  association o f not less th a n  four jior- 
s<-ns, severally  qualified as iu section one 
of th is ac t. shall have expended n o t less 
than  five thousand  dollars in w orking am i 
im proving any  such mine o r mines, such 
association m ay en te r not exceeding six 
hund red  and  fo rty  acres, inc lud ing  such 
m ining im provem ents.

Slc. 3. T h a t all claim s u nder section tw o 
oi th is  ac t m ust be presented  to tin- reg ister 
ol the proper land  d is tr ic t w iih in  six ty  days 
a fte r  tlie da te  of ac tual possession and  the 
com m encem ent o f im provem ents on tbe 
la id, by the  filing of a  dec lara to ry  s ta te 
m en t therefor; provided, th a t w hen tho 
tow nship p la t is no t on f  I» a t  the  da te  of 
such im provem ent, tiling m ust lie m ade 
w ithin s ix ty  days from  th e  receip t of such 
p la t a t  th e  d is tr ic t officer and  provided fu r 
the r, th a t w here tlie  im provem ents shall 
have been m ade p rio r to  th e  exp iration  of 
th ree m onths lrom  the passage of th is act, 
s ix ty  «lays from  th e  expiration  oi said th ree 
m onths shall be allow ed for the filing o f a 
dec lara to ry  sta tem en t, an d ' no sale und« r 
the provisions of th is  a c t shall be allow ed 
un til the exp iration  o f  six m onths from th e  
date  hereof.

Sec. 4. T h a t th is  ac t shall be he ld  to 
au thorize only one en try  by the sam e per
son o r associa tion  ot persons u n d er its  
provisions ; and no association o f persons 
any  m em ber of w hich shali have  ta k en  the  
benefit o f this ac t e ither as an indiv idual or 
as a m em ber of an y  o ther association, shall 
en te r or hold any  o ther lands u n d e r the 
provisions o f th is  a c t :  an d  no m em ber of 
any  association which shall have tak en  the  
benefit of th is  ae t shall en te r o r hold any 
otln r lands und« r Us provisions : and  all 
persons claim ing u n d e r section tv. i hereof 
shall he required  to  prove tin ir respective 
rig h ts  anil pay  for tho lands tiled upon 
w ith in  one yt ur irora th e  tim e prescribed 
for filing th e ir  respective claim»; anil upon 
failu re to  file the p roper notice, or to  pay  
for the land w ithin th e  required  period, the  
sam e shall be subject to  en try  by any  o ther 
qualified, ap p lican t.

Sec. ö. T ha t in ca»e o f  conflicting claim s 
upon lauds w here th e  im nrovt inents shall 
be hereafte r com m enced, p rio rity  ol posses
sion and  im provem ent, followed by proper 
filing and  continued good fa ith , shall de 
term ine th e  p reference righ t to purchase. 
And also w here im provem ents have a lready  
been m ade a t  th e  d a te  t 'f  tho passage  ot 
th is ae t, d ivision of the  land  claim  
m ay he m ade by legal subdivisions, 
to  include, as n ea r as m ay  be, the 
valuab le  im provem ents o f the  respective 
parties; and  (Joiuim ssiontr o f th e  G eneral 
L and Office shall be end  is h e reby  a u th o r 
ized to  issue all needful ru les and  regu la 
tions for ca rry ing  iu to  eilec t th e  provisions 
of this act.

Sec. ‘i. T h a t no th ing  in th is  a c t shall bo 
construed  to  destroy  or im pair any  righ ts 
which m ay have a ttach ed  p rio r to  its pass
age, or to  au thorize tHe sale of lands v a lu 
able io r  mines o f gold, e-ilver or copper. 

A pproved M arch 3,1873.

[G eneral Nature—No. 7'.» J 
An ac t to  c re a te  a  p o rt ot d e live ry  a t  L a 

Crosse, in W isconsin, and  to  p rovide lb r 
a su rveyor of custom s therea t.
Be it enacted  by  th e  Senate and House o f 

R ep resen ta tives  of tho  U nited S ta tes  of 
A m erica in Congress assem bled, T h a t La 
Crosse, in the coun ty  of L a  Crt s ie , and  
S ta te  o f W isconsin, he. and  is hereby , con
s titu ted  ti p o rt o f delivery, w ith in  tho col 
lection d is tr ic t o f New O rleans; an il the re  
shall bo appoin ted  a  su rveyor o f custom s 
for s a i l  po rt, who shall perform  the  du ties 
o f such office and  receive tho com pensation 
o f no t exceeding tw elve h u nd red  dollar.' 
per annum  as salary .

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 80.]
An ac t to  p rev e n t c ru e lty  to  anim als w hile 

i l tra n s it by ra ilro ad  or o th e r m eans of 
Transportation w ith in  the Uuite«! S lates. 
Be it enacted  by th e  S enate and  H ouse of 

R epresen tatives o f th e  U nited S ta tes  of 
A m erica in  C ongress assem bled. T h a t no 
ra ilroad  com pany w ith in  tiie U nited S tates 
whose road  form s any  p a r t of a  line o f road  
e v e r  which ca ttle , sheep, swine o r o the r 
an im als shall lie conveyed from one S ta te  to  
ano ther, or th e  ow ners or m asters ol steam , 
sailing or o the r vessels carry lug o r tra n 
sporting  ca ttle , sheep, sw ine or o the r an i
m als from one S tate  to  ano ther, shall con
line th e  sam e in ears, boats or vessels ot 
an y  descrip tion , for a  longer period than  
tw en ty -eigh t consecutive hours, w ithou t un 
loading th e  sam e for rest, w a te r and  feed 
ing, for a period o f a t least five consecutive 
hours, uuie.ss p reven ted  from  so unloading  
by storm  or o ther accidental causes, in  es’- 
tim ating  such  confinem ent the  tim e d u ring  
w hich th e  anim als have been confined witffi 
ou t such  le s t on connecting  roads from 
which they  a re  received  shall be inc luded , it 
being th e  in te n t of th is  a c t to  p roh ib it the ir 
continuous confinciiif'nt beyond tbe period 
of tw en ty  eigh t hours, “ excep t upon 
contingencies here inbefore sta ted . A nim als 
so unloade«l shall be properly  led  and 
w ate red  du rin g  such  re s t by  the ow ner or 
person hav ing  the  custody  thereof, o r in 
case ol his d e fa u lt in  so doing  then  by the 
ra ilroad  com pany or ow ners or m asters of

th e  expense of said  owner or person in cus
to d y  th e reo f ; a n d  said  com pany, ow ners, 
o r m asters  sh a ll in such cases have  a  lien 
upon such an im als fo r food, care, an d  cus
tody  fu rn ished , an d  sh a ll n o t be liab le  io r 
any  d eten tion  o f such anim als au thorized 
by th is  ac t. A ny com pany, ow ner, o r cus
tod ian  e f  such an im als who sh a ll know ingly 
an d  w illfu lly  fa il to  com ply  w ith  th e  pro
visions o f tb is  ac t shall, for each  and  every 
such fa ilu re  to  comply w ith  th e  provisions 
o f th is  ac t, be liab le  lo r  and  forfeit and  pay 
a  p ena lty  ol no.t less than  one hu n d red  ro r  
m ore th a n  five hu n d red  do llars: p rovided, 
how ever, th a t  w hen anim als shall be ca r
ried  in cars, boats, o r o th e r vessels in  w hich 
they  can  an d  do have  p roper food, w ate r, 
space, and  o p po rtun ity  fo r res t, th e  lorego- 
iug provisions in rega rd  to  th e ir  being un
loaded shall n o t apply .

Sec. 2. T h a t th e  p en a lty  crea ted  by  tho  
first section o f th is  a c t shall Is* recovered  
by  civil ac tion  iu the  nam e of «lie U nite tl 
S ta tes, in tb e  c ircu it or d is tr ic t co u rt a f  tb o  
U nited S ta tes , holden w ith in  th e  d is tr ic t 
w here th e  v io lation  o f  th is  a c t m ay  have 
been com m itted , o r tb e  person or co rpora
tion resides or ca rries  on its  business ; and 
i t  shall be th e  d u ty  o f all U nited  S tates 
m arshals, th e ir  depu ties anil subord inates, 
to  prosecu te all vio lations of th is  a e t which 
shall com e to  th e ir  no tice o r know ledge.

Sec. 3. T h a t an y  person o r corporation 
en titled  to  lien un d er th e  first section o f this 
ac t m ay enforce tho  sam e by » petition  tiled 
in the  d is tr ic t co u rt o f th e  U nited  S tates 
holden w ith in  th e  d is tr ic t w here the  food, 
ca re  and  custody  shall have  been inr- 
n ished , o r th e  ow ner o r cu stod ian  o f the 
p ro p erty  resides ; an d  said  co u rt shall 
have pow er to  isssuo all su itab le 
process for the  en fo rcem ent o f such lien by 
sale or o therw ise, aud  to  com pel tho pay 
m ent «it all costs, pena lties, charges, and 
expenses o f  proceedings u n d er th is act.

Sec . 4. T h a t th is  a c t sh a ll not go in to  ef
fect un til th e  first d ay  of O ctober, eighteen 
hund red  and  seventy-tw o.

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[General NaW hk—N o. 104. J 
An a r t  to au thorize th e  in te rm en t of hon

o rab ly  d ischarged  soldiers, sailor» and 
m arines in the  natio n a l cem eteries o f tho 
U nited  S tates.
Be it  enac ted  by  th e  S enate an d  IIouso 

o f R epresen ta tives o f th e  U nited S ta te s  of 
A m erica in Congress assem bled , T h a t hon
o rab ly  d ischarged  soldiers, sailors o r m u
rines, who served  du rin g  th e  la te  w ar 
efflier in  th e  reg u la r  or vo lu n tee r forces, 
dy ing  subsequen t to  tlie  passage o f th is  
ac t, m ay be b u rie d  in  any  natio n a l cem e
te ry  o f tho  U nited  Stat«-s free o t « oat, au d  
th e ir  g raves  shall receive th e  s u a e  ca re  
and a tten tio n  as  th e  g raves  of thés«» a! ■ 
reaily  buried. T he p roductiou  o f th e  hon 
orable d ischarge ol the  deceas«*«! shall bo 
au th o rity  fo r th e  su p e rin ten d en t of the  
cem etery  to  perm it the in term en t.

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 105.]
An a c t to  encourage th e  g row th  of tim b er 

on W estern  prairies.
Be it  enacted  by  th e  Senate and  H ouse ol 

R ep resen ta tives  o f the U nited  S ta tes  of 
A m erica in  Congress assem bled , T h a t an y  
person w ho shall p la n t, p ro tect, and  3te<*p 
in a  h ea lth y  g row ing  cond ition  fo r t< u 
year«  fo rty  ac res of tim ber, the  trees  th e re 
on n o t being m ore th a n  tw elve  fee t a p a r t 
each  w ay, on uiiy «m arier section  of any  of 
the  pub lic  lands ot tlie U nited  S ta tes, shall 
be en titled  to  a  p a ten t io r the w hole o f said 
(Harter section a t  th e  exp ira tion  of said  ten 
» cars, on m ak ing  proof of md-Ii lïict by not 
less th a n  tw o credib le  w itnesses; provided, 
th a t  only  one q u a rte r  in  an y  section 'h a ll  
be thus g ran ted .

Sec . 2. T h a t th e  person app ly ing  for tho 
benefit of th is  a c t shall, upon a p p lic a tio n / 
to  the r«*gister of tlie land  office in  which he 
or she is abo u t to  m ake such e n try , m ako 
affidavit before such reg is te r  o r rec e iv er 
th a t said en try  is m ado lo r the  cu ltiva tion  oi 
tim ber, an d  upon filing said  affi
d av it w ith  sa id  reg iste r and  receiv«-!', 
an d  on p avm en t ot ten  dolars, he 

she shall thereupon  be p erm itted  
to  en te r the q u a n tity  of laud  specified; pro
vided, how ever, th a t no ce rtificate  shad  ho 
given o r p a te n t issued th e re fo r un til the 

xp ira tion  of a t  le a s t ten  y ea rs  from  tLe 
da te  of such  en try ; and  if  a t  tLe exp iration  
of such tim e, or a t  an y  tim e w ith in  three 
years the reafte r , the person m ak ing  
en try , o r if  he o r she bo d ead , his or her 
heirs or legal rep resen ta tives , shall prova 
by tw o credib le  w itnesses th a t he, she, or 
they  have  p lan ted  and  lb r  no t less th a n  ten 
y ea rs  have cu ltiv a ted  and  p ro tec ted  such 
«luautity and  ch a rac te r ot tim ber as afo re
said , they  sha ll receive the p a te n t lo r such 
iju a rte r  section of land .

Sec. 3. T h a t i f  a t  any  tune a f te r  th e  filing 
of said  affidavit, and  p rio r to  tin- issu ing  ol 
th«> p a ten t for said land , it  shall he proveD, 
a fte r  due notice to  the p a r ty  m ak ing  such 
e n try  and  claim ing to  cu ltiv a te  su ch  tim 
ber. to  th e  satisfaction  of the  reg is te r  o f the 
lam l office, th a t such  person has abandoned  
or failed to  cu ltiv a te , p ro tec t, au-l keep  :n 
good condition such lim ber, then . an«L m 
th a t even t, said  land  shall r e v e r  to  the 
U nited S tates

Sec. 4. T h a t each anil every  person who, 
u n d er the  provisions o f an  ac t « u n tied  -‘An 
a c t to  secure hom esteads to  ac tu a l se ttle rs  
on the  public dom ain ,” approved  M ay tw en 
tie th , e igh teen  h u n d red  an d  s ix ty -tw o , or 
a n y  am endm ent the re to , h av ing  a  hutne- 
steail <m said  public  dom ain, w ho, a t  tho 
« uni «il the th ird  y e a r  ot his o r h«-r resiileE C O  
the reon , shall have had  un d er cu ltiva tion , 
for tw o years, one ac re  o f tim ber, the trees 
thereon  n o t being  m ore th a n  t w e ite  feet 
ap a r t each w ay, anil in a  good, th r i f t , coc- 
d ition, for each an«l eve ry  six teen  a«*res of 
said  hom estead , shali, upon due prooi ot 
said fac t by* tw o credib le w itnes'f-s. rt»-« vo 
his o r her p a te n t for sa id  hom estead.

Sec . 5. T h a t no land  acqu ired  u nder pro
visions of th is  a c t shall, in  any  even t, be
come liab le  to  the  satisfaction  of anv debt 
or ileb ts  conti ac ted  p rio r to  the  issuin ' o: 
p a ten t therefor.

Se c . ff. Tli a t th e  Com m issioner of ti.e 
Ctencrai Oliice i.s hereby rf**juir» <i to 
p repa re  and  issue such rule's a n d  regula
tions, consisten t w ith  th is  ac t, as shall he 
necessary  am i p roper to  ca rry  i ts  provisions 
in to  effect ; an d  th a t  the  registi-r» and  tho 
le ech  ers ot th e  several land  offices bliall 
be en titled  to  receive the  suiim' com pensa
tion lo r any  lands en te red  u n d e r  tho  pro
visions oi th is th a t they  a re  now en titled  
receive when th e  sam e q u a n tity  of la n d  .s 
en te red  w ith money.

8ec. 7. T h a t tho fifth section o f the. 
en titled : “ A n a c t in ad d ition  to  an  a c t to 
punish  crim es ag a in s t the  U nited  S ta te  
am i for o th e r purposes,” app roved  March 
th ird , eigh teen  h u nd red  an d  tifty-sever. 
sha.Il ex ten d  to  ;U1 oaths, affirm ations and 
alln lav its  requ ired  or au tho rized  h v th i»  at:. 

A pproved M ard i 3, 1873.

[Resolution of General Nature—No. 3.j
J o in t reso lu tion  te n d erin g  th e  congra tu la  

turns oi th e  A m erican  j o jp le to  the p. op e 
ot Spain.

R esolved by  the  S enate  a n d  H ouse ol 
R ep resen ta tives o f Hie U nited  S ta tes  oi 
A m enca in Congress assem bled , T h a t ;n the ! 
nam«; an d  behalt «d th e  A m erican  people,! 
th e  co n g ra tu la tions  o f C ongress a re  hereby ' 
tendered  to  th e  people of Spain upon th'-.r 
recen t efforts to  conso lidate  th e  principles 
« t un iversa l lib e rty  in a  repub lican  form  of 
governm ent. .

H in t th e  B résilien t o f the  U nited  States 
be, an d  hereby is, requested  to  tra n sm it tin» 
ri-solution to  _ th e  A m erican  m in is te r  at 
•Madrid, w ith  in s tru c tio n s  to  p re sen t It to 
th e  Spanish governm ent.

A pproved M arch 3, 1873.

[General Nature—No. 1 Off.]
An act to  ex ten d  th e  tim e fo r filing claim* j 

lo r ud iiitional boun ty  u nder th e  a c t
July tw en ty -e ig h th , eighteen hundred 
au u  s ix ty  six.

Be it enacted  by th e  S enate  an d  H ou»
<d R ep resen ta tives  o f the U nited  StateS'of 
A m erica in  C ongress assem bled . T h a t the 
tune lor filing claim s for add itio n a l bounty, 
u n d e r the a c t ol J u ly  tw en ty -e igh th , . i dit- 
ecu h u n d red  an d  s ix ty  six, a n d  which 
exp ired  by  lim ita tion  J a n u a ry  thirtie th . 
ngl)t«-i-n h u n d red  an d  seven ty -th ree , be. 
and  th e  sam e is hereby  revived  and  ex
tended  un til tb e  th ir tie th  day  of January, 
eighteen  h u n d red  an d  seventy-four: and 
th a t  all claim s for such  bounties filed in the 
p roper d ep a rtm e n t a f te r  th e  th ir t ie th  clay 
ot J a n u a ry , e ighteen  hund red  and  sev en ty , 

kefo ie  the  passage  o f  th is  ac?'[ 
sha ll be deem ed to  have  been filed  in  dot 
tim e, an d  shall be considered  an d  deed* '1 
w ith o u t filing.

Approved March 3, 1873.


