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What Alexis Thinks of Us.
The 8t. Petersburg correspondent of the
Baltie Gazelte has seen advanced sheets of
the first volume of the Grand Duke Alexis’
aceount of his voyage around the world.
This first volume is exclusively devoted to
a desoription of the Grand Duke's adven-
tures in the Unpited States. The above
mentioned correspondent writes as follows

about it:

This is certainly a very curious work.
To judge from what I hav: readof it—
whether his imperial highocss wrote it, or
whether an able pen did it for him—the
book is iutenwsely interesting. The lrand
‘Duke says his reception in New York al-
woxt stapefied him.  Up to the last moment
he had not thought so brilliant a reception
would betendered in republican America
to the son of a mwonarch. He was very
weak when he landed in New York, and,
during his progress up Broadway, frequent-
Iy felt like fainting. Dat everybody was
80 kind to him that he tried hard to look
leased, as he was in his Lears of hearis.

roadway, he says, in his opinion, is the
finest thoroughfare in the world, because
everythin there—houses,  shops  aud
the people—look wnot monotonouns, bug
gay, lively and bright. What amused hiw
perhaps more than anything else was that
the bands, upon catching sight of him,
steack up, not the regular Russian anthem,
but the so-called “*Dirge of St. Catharine,”
which is played in Russia only at the fu
neral of a member of the Imperial family
The cheers of the people were wore deafon-
ing than any he had head in Earope, from
which he playfully concludes that lung dis-
ease can not be prevalent in the New
World. As to the roldiery, the variety of
uniforms strack him as rewely odd, He
says he saw, peacefnlly y by side, hel
meted Prussians and “kapivd” Frenchmen,
red-voated Euglishmen, and lrish troops
bearing the banner of the Green Isle,

The Grand Duke ean not praise too highly
American hotels.  American fare, he think s,
however, is too rich, here is at their
tables,” he exc naivelv, “always too
much of a good thing, [ asked for the

culiar dishes of America, and at the
otel they could uot give meanv. Their

cooks were Italinn und Frenehi.  The land-
lord shingged his shoulders when I oasked
him aboutir. Ont West, however, my de
sire was at once gratified. I dined one day
on baked pork and beans, a very palutable
dish, which would certeinly bear trans-
planting to Ruossin.”

American manners, {he Grand Duke
thinks, are a little awkward and angular,
but decidedly pleasant on account of every
body’s fraukuess. He tells a number of
curions aneedotes on his experiences with
the aborigines. In Washington he was
told that the Irish servant girls at the resi
dence of M. Catacazy were dying to sce
him. He put on a cap and an old traveling
cloak and went unheralded down into the
kitcben among them. He was not recog-
nized by the Biddies, and chatted with
them for half an hour. e found out that
one of them had an idea of where Russia
was situated, and one of the girls even
asked him if the Czar always wore
a crown on hizs head, adding that
she knew tne Queen of Englund al-
ways did. Equally amuosiog is  1he
gecount of his receptim at Chpalia, in Ne-
braska, where s mewber of the Legislature
congratulated him on the successes of his
father in the war with France. Another
legislator of that State wanted to know if
it was always cold in Russia.

These tunny episodes in the Weat, how-
ever, were amply made up for by the ex-
treme kiuduess and  consideration with
which the army oflicers then dthe
Grand Duke. For General Custer and hie
subordinate officers the Grand Duke has
words of the warmest grat tude.  General
Custer's photograph is published i the
volume, which is mwost suwptuously pri
and profusely illustrated. Ouly a few Lun-
dred copies of the book will be issued,
Ed

The Fori St. Philip Canal,

Colonel Marsball J. Swith, commercially
connected with both New Orloass and St
Louis, and a gentleman who way be con
sidered as an oviginal wover m the proposi-
tion to construct the Fort St Plalip canal,
has received tho following le irom the
Hon. E. O, Stanard on the ~uljeer:

Hovse or Rerk
Washington, L. €, Juuuary
Colonel Marstull J. Smith, St. Louis:
My Dear Sik—Yours of the tweniy
at hand and duly noeted, aud, in reply,
would say that [ am glad to see the interest
you manilcst in t substantial fmprove
ment of the Mi-sissippt river and its tribn
taries, and 1 think it safe to say that no
other Congress bas ever felt as muach intor
est in this mutter as this one.  All we are
waiting for now s for the report of the
governmeut engiveers on the leasihility of
the Fori St. Philip canal (und we cxpeet it
in a few days), und wany of our Eastern
and Norther irnds assure us that they
will go with us iff that report is favorable,
and I have fond hopes of substantial resutia
betore Congress ndjourns,
Yours very truly,
E O. STANARD.
The agitation of the guestion ot buldmg
the Fort St. Philip canal began in 1868, 4y
July, we believe, since when the subjec: hus
continued, with wore or less nrermission,
to vex the pubiic press and conzrossion.|
ears, and, if we may give full credit 1o tie
above letter, the gleam of vietors trghtens
the horizou at lust. The Democral lius beon
a constdnt and energetic advocate ol |
great commorcial measure fiomw he bhogi-
ning, and will rejoice in eowmon with ull
all other frieuds ol the weasure upon an w=
surance of its success m Cougiess.—d7
Louis Democrat.
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A dry goods clerk of Indiana is said to be

<0 slim and his head so sharp that he siipprd

a rupper tip over his poll and attended a
ecent masquerade ball as a lead pencil.

LAWS OF THNE STATE OF LOUISIANA

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY.
No. 3.

AN ACT

To provide for funding obligations of the
State by exchange for bonds; to provide
for principal and interest of said bonds:
to establish a board of liquidation; to au-
thorize certain  judicial proceedings
against it; to define and punish violations
of this act; to prohibit certain officers
diverting funds except as provided by
law, and to punirh vislations thgvefor; to
levy a continuing tax and provide a con-
tinuing appropriation for said bonds: to
make a contract between the State and
holders of said bonds; to prohibit injunc-
tions in certain cases: to limit the indebt-
edness of the State, and to limit State
taxes; to annul certain grants of State
aid; to prohibit the wodification, novation
or extension of any cootract heretofore
made for State aid; to provide for the re-
ceipt of certain warrants for certain taxes,
und to repeal all conflicting laws.
Sectios 1. Be it enacted by the Senate

and House of Representatives of the State

of Louisiana in General Assembly con-
vened, That for the purpose of consolidating
and reducing the floating and bonded debt
of the State, the Governor, Licutenant Gov-
crnor, Avditor, Treasurer, Secretary ot
State, Speaker of the House ot Representa-
tives are hercby authyrized to cause to be
prepared, and to issue bonds, to be known
a8 “‘consolidated bonds of the State of Louis-
iana,” of the denomiuations of one hundred,
five hundred and one thousand dollars, to the
amount of fifteen millions of doilars, or so
much thereof as may be necessary, all pay-
able forty years from the first day of Jan-
uary, 1874, and all to be numbered consee-
utively, and made payable to bearer, and
to bear interest at the rate of seven per
ecent per annum, payable semi-annually,
in the city of New York and city of New

Orleane, on the first day ot July and Jan-

uary ot each year, and coupons for such-in-

terest shall be annexed thereto; said inter-
est and prineipal to be payable in lawful
money of the United States.

Sec. 2. Be it further epacted, ete., That
the parties designated in the foregoing sec-
tlon shall constirute a board of liquidation,
and a majority of said board shall elect a
tiscal agent for the State, who shall be a
member of said board.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, ete., That
the bonds authorized by the section one
shall be sizned by the Governor, Auditor
and Secretary of State, and the coupons
shall be signed by the Auditor and
Treasurer; and when so prepared said
bonds shall be exchanged by the board of
liquidation for all valid outstanding bonds
ol the State and all valid warrants drawn
previous to the passage of this act by the
respective Auditors ot Public Accounts of
the State on the Treasurer thereof, except
warrants issued by the Auditor in payment
of the constitutional officers of the State,
at the rate of sixty cents in consolidated
bonds for one dollar in outstanding bonds
and all valid warrants; provided, that the
holder of any bond or valid warrant re-
jected by a majority of said board may ap-

Iy by petition to the proper court for re-

[ir’f, and if final judgment shall be rendered

in his favor against said board, it shall be

the duty of said board to fuud his said
claim in bonds at the rate provided by this
act; and provided further, that if any mem-
ber of said board of liguidation shall know-
ingly audit and fund any illegal claim
against the State he shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction,
be fined not less than five thonsand dollars
und be imprisoned not less than two years
at the discretion of the court. And any
person knowingly procuring the same to be
done shall be subject to the same penalty.

Sec 4. Be it further enacted, ete., That
the exchange of the bonds or valid war-
rants authorized by this act shall be ef
fected by sard hoard of liquidation in the
cities of New Orleans and New York.

Se¢. 5. Be it tarther enacted, ete., That
the consohidated bonds herein authorized
shall be held and used by said board of
liguidation only for the purpose of exchange
as aforesaid; said bonds shall be used for no
other purpose or purposes than as author-
ized by this sct, and any member of the
board of lignidation using or atrempting to
nse. or attewpting to induce any person or
persons to uae, suid bonds or any of them
tor any other purposs or purposes shall, on

onviction thereof, be punished by a fine
of not less than five thousand dollars and
went at hard labor for not less
v,
@it further enacted, ete., That
adoption of this act shall be

1 by suwid hoard in one or more

journa's of Now Orleans, New York, Lou-

don, Pasis and Amsterdam.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, ete., That
atax of five snd a half mills on the dollar
of the assessad value of all real and per-
sonal property m the State is hereby annu-
ally ]t-\'i«':]. and shall be collected for the
purpoge of payiog the interest and prin-
ciple of the coosolidated bonds herein au-
thorized, and the revenue derived there-
from i8 hereby set apart and appropriated
to that purposs, and no other. And that it
shall be deemed a felony for the Fiscal
Agent or any officer of the State or board
of liquicators to divert the said fund from
its legitimate cbannel as provided, and
upon conviction the said party shall be
liable to mmprisonment for net more than
ten years or less than two, at the discretion
of the court. If there shall, during any
year, be a surplus arising from eaid tax
after paying all woterest falling due in that
year, such surplus shall be used for the pur-
chase and retirsment of bonds authorized
by this act, sa’d purchases to be made by
the said board of liquidation, from the
lowest offers, after due unotice; provided,
that the total tax for interest and all other
State guiposes, except the support of publie
sclools, shall never Lersaflter exceed twelve
and a ha!t mill- on the dollar. The interest
tax aforesaul sha!l be a continuing annual
tax until the su1d consolidated bonds shall
be paid or redeemed, principal and interest;
and the said sppropriation shall be a coun-
tinning annual appropriation during the
sawe period, and (his levy and appropria-
tion shall a:thorze and make it the duty
of th+ Andit ¢ and Treasnurer, and the said
hoard, respectively, to colleet said tax an-
nually, and pas and interest and redeem
the said boaas until the same shall be fully
discharged.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, ete., That
the bonds aud valid warrants outstanding
at the time ot the passage of this act, shall,
as fast as they are received in exchange for
consolidated bonds, be canceled and de-
stroyed by the said board of liquidation, and
consoliduted houds purchased as provided
fur in gection seven ot this act, shall be ean-
celed and destroyed after public uotice has
heen given of tha rame in the official jour-
nal of the Stuate, 1 the presence of as many
citizens 18 may dasire to be present, in like
wanner, and w 'nn ten days after such de-
struction, m e 4 case, a proces verbal of
the same shal’ be pubiished and a report
made to thaGane il Assembly on the first
Monday of ¢

SEc. 0. Beat
it shall be' the
next anuua to give a detailed ac-
count of the proceadings had under this act,
ineluding the saount of naw bouds issned,
the amount of ¢4 honds aud valid warrants
canceled, the t the same outstand-
ing, aad the cost ol & exchange; and an-
nnally theraat s g full and exact statement
of the conditoe of the public debt under
the operations of ot

Sec. 1. B rther enacted, ete., That
any judge, tax tor, or any officer of
the State, ohat tzrhe execution of this
act, or any past ot it or failing to perform
his offici tyt :nder, shall be deemed
gailty of a n r, and on conviction
thereof sbal shed by imprisonment
not excesding five years, and by fine not
exeeeding two thou:s and dollars, at the dis-
eretion of the court: provided, that this
~cetion shall 2 wo wise prejudice or atfect
the criminal proceediag under section five
of this act
Sec. 1L B £

: in his

Ler enacted, ete., That
cach provision oo thia act shall be, and is
hereby declsrad to ba, a contract between
the State of Lo wiana and each and every
nolder ot the booas issued under this act.

SEC. 12 Be it [urther enacted, etc., That
all grants of Sacs aid heretofore made,
whether of bouas. ndorsements, subscrip-
lons of stock, or otherwise, which have
become lapsed or forfeited, be and the
same are herabs repealed and annulled,
nor shall the State hereafter modify, no-
vate, or extead auy contract heretofore
made for the gimug of Stagp aid in any
torm or under aay pretext.

SkC. 1o, Be it tucther eaacted, eto., That

the entire State debt,

| our Lord nineteen hu

shall never be increased, directly or indi-
rectly, beyond the sum of fifteen millions of

ollars, 1 zed, it being the 1n-
tent and object of this act, aud of the ex-
changes to be effected thereunder, to reduce
and restrict the whole indebtedness of the
State to a sum not exceeding fifteen millions
of dollars, and to agree with the holders of
the consolidated bonds to be issued here-
under that said indebtedness shall not be
increased beyond said sum during said

Sec. 14, Be it furtber enacted, ete., That
any tax collector who shall turn over any
money or warrants by him collected. to any
persor except to the State Treasurer, shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and
shall, on conviction, be subject to the penal-
ties rren-ribe-l in section ten of this act, and
shall, in addition thereto, be liable in
d ges in double the t &0 tarned
over; and any State officer requiring or de-
manding that said taxes snall be turned
over to him, except the Treasurer of the
State, shall be liable, on conviction, to thu
same penalties as are prescribed in this sec-
tion.

Skc. 15. Be it further enacted, etc.. That
from and after the passage of this act un-
til the first day of July, 1874, all valid Au-
ditor's warrants issued for debts doe prior to
January 1, 1874, shall be received for all
pack taxes, licenses and interest and penal-
ties thereon due prior to said first of Jan-
uary, 1874, except twomilis for school fund,
three mills for levee constraction and re-
pair fund, and two mills to the interest
tund for the purpese of paying any interest
in arrears aceruing on the bonded debt of
the State prior to the passage of this act.

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, ete., That
no court, or judge thereof, shall have power
to enjoin the payment of principal or inter-
est of any bond issued under this act, or
the collection of the special tax therefor, or
to enjoin any officer of State or parish
in receiving warrants, as is prescribed in
section fifteen of this act.

SEC. 17. Be it further enacted, etc., That
all acts or parts of acts in contlict with
this act, or any eection thereof, are hereby
declared to be repealed, aund that this act
shall take effect from and after its passage.

(Signed) CHARLES W.LOWELL,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,

(Signed) C.C. ANTOINE,

Lieutenant Governor and President of the
Sepate.
Approved Janaary 24, 1874
(Signed) WILLIAM P. KELLOGG,
Governor of the State of Louisiana.
A true eopy :
P. G. DesSLONDE,
Secretary of State.

NMO. 8.
AN ACT
Proposing amendments to theconstitution
of the State of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the State of Louisiana
in General Assembly convened (two-thirds
of the members of each house a7zreeing
thereto), That the following amendments
be proposed and entered npon the respec-
tive journals of the Senate and House of
Representatives, with the yeas and nays
taken thereon, and the Secretary of State
shall cause the same to be pubiished three
months before the next general election for
representatives to the General Assembly in
at least one newspaper in every parish of
the State in which a new:paver shall be
published. And said pro;}-osed azendmen s
shall be submitted to the people at said
election in such manner and form that the
people may vote for or against each amend-
ment separately—i. e., *“first proposed
amendment, for approval” or “against ap-
proval,” and in like manner as to the
others: and if & majority of the voters at
said election shall approve and ratify such
amendment or amendments, the same shall
be appropriately numbered and become a
part of the constitution, and be proclaimed
as such by the Governor and Secretary of
State.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE €ONSTITU-
TION.

No. 1.—The issue of consolidated bonds
authorized by the General Assembly of the
State, at its regular session in the year
1874, is hereby declared to create a valid
contract hetween the State and each and
every holder of said bonds, which the State
shall by no means and in no wise impair.
The said bonds shall be a valid obligation
of the State in favor of any holder thereof,
and no court shall enjoin the payment ot
the principal or interest thereof, or the levy
and collection of the tax therefor; to secure
such levy. collection and payment, the judi-
cial power shall be exercised when neces-
sary.

The tax required for the payment of the
Brincipal and interest of said bonds shall

e assessed and collected each and every
year until the bonds shall be paid, principal
and mterest, and the proceeds shall be paid
by the Treasurer of the State to ths holders
OF said bonds as the principal and interest
of the same shall fall due, and no further
legislation or appropriation shall be re-
quisite for the said assessment and collec-
tion and 10r such payment from the trea-
sury.

No. 2.—Whenever the debt of the State
shall have been reduced below twenty-five
million dollare. the constitutional limit
shall remain at the lowest point reached,
beyond which the public debt shall not
thereafter be increased; and this rule shall
continue in operation until the debt is re-
duced to fifteen million doilars, beyond
which it shall not be increased. INor shall
taxation for all State purposes, excepting
the support of public schools, ever exceed
twelve and a half mills on the dollar of the
assessed valuation of the real and personal
property in the State, except in case of war
or invasion.

No. 3.—The revenne of each year derived
from taxation upon real, persenal and
mixed property, or from licenses, shall be
devoted solely to the expenses of the said
year for which it sball be raised, excepting
any surplus ramain, which shall be directed
to sinking the public debt. Ali appropri-
ations and claims in excess of revenue
shall be null and void, and the State shall
in no manner provide for their payment.

(siﬁmul) CHARLES W. LOWELL,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
(Signed) €. C. ANTOINE,

Lieutenant Governor and President of the
Senate.
Approved January 24, 1874,
(Signed) WILLIAM P. KELLOGG,
Governor of the State of Louisiana.
A true copy:
P. G DESLONDE,
Secretary of State,

No. &.
AN ACT
For the relief of K. Van Benthuysen and
his minor chiidren.

SecTtioN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the State
of Louisiana in Gencral Assembly con-
vened, That Francis Van Benthuysen, of
New Orleans, be and he is hereby anthor-
ized to sell the real estute owned by him in
said city on which the mortgage ot his mi-
nor children rests, on such terms as a family
meeting of said minors, duiy convoked,
may advise; and upon the homologation of
of such advice and recommendation by the
Second District Court of New Orleans, the
proceeds of such sale shall become the
property of the children of said Van Ben-
thuysen, and shall be invested as said fam-
ily meeting may advise, subject to the ap-
proval of said court, in bonds of the United
States: and when said investment shall be
effected, it shall be approved by the said
court on the petition ot said Van Benthuy-
sen, and the said court shall decree that
said bonds are the property of said minors,
and shall neither be assigned nor trans-
ferred during the existence of the usufruct
of said Van Benthuysen of the same.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, ete., That

OFF1CI1AL.

Lawns of the United States Passed at the
Third Session of the Ferty-Secead
Congress.

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 110.]

An act to authorize and direct the Secre-
tary of War to distribute arms and mili-
tary equipments under the avt of April
twenty-three, eighteen Lundred and eight,
and the acts amendatory thereof.

Be it ded by the te and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to distribute to sach
States as did not, from the year eighteen
hundred and sixty-two to the year eighteen
hundred and sixty-nine, receive the same,
their proper quota of arms and military
equipments for each year, from eighteen
hundred and sixty-two to eighteen hundred
and sixty-nine, under the act of Cangress
approved April twenty-third, eighteen hnn-
dred and eight, and the several acts amend-
atory thereof; provided, that in the organiz-
ation and equipment of military companies
and organizations with said arms, no dis-
crimination shall be made between said
companies and orgsnizations on account of
race, cvlor or former condition of servi-
tude.

Approved March 3, 1873.

[GENERAL NATURE—NO. 72.]

An act to amend an act entatled an act to
prevent smuggling, and for other purpo
8es, approved July eighteenth, eighteen
hundred and sixty-six.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives'ot the United States of
Awerica in Congress assembled, That the
seventh section of the actentitled an act
to further prevent smuggling, and for other
purposes, approved July eighteenth,
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, is hereby
awended so as to read as follows: That it
shall be the daty of the several collectors
of customs and of internal revenue to re
port within ten days to the district attorney
of thbe district in which any fine, penalty,
or forfeiture may be incurred for the viola-

tion of any law of the United
Statea relating to the revenue, a
statement of all the facts and

circumstances of the case within their
knowledge, together with the names of the
witnesses, and which may come to their
knowledge f{rom time to time, stating the
orovisions of the law beueved to be vio-
ated, and on whick a reliance may be has
for condamnation or conviction, and such
district attorney shall cause the proper pro-
ceedings to be commenced and prosecuted
withoat delay for the fines penalties, and
forfeitures by law in such case provided.
unless, upon inquiry and examination, he
shall decide that such proceedings can not
probably be eustained, or that the ends of
public justice do not require that proceed-
ings should be instituted, in which ease he
shall report the facts in costows cases to
the Secretary of the Treasury, and
in internal revenue cases to the Com-
missioner of Internal ITlevenue, " for
their direction: and for the ex-
penses incurred and services rendered in all
such cases the district attorney shall receive
and be paid from the treasury such sum as
the Secretary of the Treasury shall deem
just and reasonable upon the certificate
of the judge before whom such cases are
tried or disposed of; provided, however,
that the annual compensation of such dis-
trict altorney -hall not ezceed the maxi-
mum amount now prescribed by law; and
it any colleetor shall in any case fail to
report to the proper district attorney as
preseribed in this section, such collector’s
right to any compensation, benefit, or allow-
ance in such case shall be forfeited to the
United States, and the same may, in the
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury,
be awarded to such persons as may make
complaint and prosecute the same to judg-
ment or conviction.
Approved March 3, 18733,

[GeNERAL NaTureE—No. 75.)

An act providing for the payment to the
governmenment of Japan the sum due on
account of rents for lands and buildings
occupied by the diplomatic and consular
representatives ot the United States to
Japan, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
Secretary of State be and he is hereby an-
thorized to pay to the government of Japan,
through its resident diplomatic representa-
tive in the United States, out of any moneys
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,
any sum not exceeding gix thousand dol-
lars, which may be found to be due to the
government of Japan by that of the United
States, on account of rents for lands or
buildings occupied for hospital purposes,
Jjail and courthouse, by the United States
in Japan.

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of State,
through the minister resident at Japan, be,
and he is hereby, authorized to rent, fur-
nish, and keep suiteble bulldings, with
grounds appurtenant, in Jeddo, or such
other place as he may designate, fora court-
house and jail, at an annual cost not ex-
ceeding five thousand dollars; provided,
that the period for which the said buildings
shall be rented shall be for two years, with
renewals for two years as the Secretary of
State shall determine.

Sgc. 3. That a further sum, not to exceed
two thousand five hundred dollars, be, and
the same is hereby, also appropriated, out
of any moneys in the treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for the purchase of a
suitable law library for the use of said
legation in Japan, the selection of such
iibrary to be made by the Secretary of
State.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 108.]

An act for the relief of Howard F. Moftat.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
President of the United States be and he is
hereby authorized to nominate, and by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate
to appoint, upon the retired list of the navy,
with the rank of master, Howard K. Moi-
iat, now a volunteer otlicer on the active
list of the navy.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[ResorLuTiON OF GENERAL NATURE—NO. 4.

A resolution author « the President to
invite the International Statistical Con-
gress to hold its next session in the United
States.

Whereas, The governments of Belgium,
Austria, France, Great Britain, Prussia,
Italy. Holland and Russia have heretofore
extended invitations to the lnternational
Statistical Congress to hold sessions of the
said congress at their respective capitals,
aud eight difierent sessions of the said con-
gress have been held in accordance with
said efficial invitations, to the great ad-
vancement of the science of national and
international statistics in its various de-
partments, and to the uniformity of c
age, weights and measures, and commercial
ilations and statistical publications be-
ween the different nations; and, whereas,
the United States of America are favorable
to all measures for promoting the advance-
ment of statistical science, and to all efforts
for the social advancement and friendly in-
tercourse of the people of all countries: and,
whereas, also, the President of the United
States, in his recent aunual message to
Congress, has submitted to this Congress the
consideration of the propriety of extending
an invitation to the International Statistical
Congress to hold its mnext (ninth)
meeting in the United States; therefore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Umted States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
President be and he is hereby authorized
and requested to tender to the organization
c ission of the last session of the said

the judgment of said court, h logating
the proceeding of the family meeting under
whose advice said property may, and the
sale thereof shall, discharge the mortgage of
said minors on the property so sold, and
the purchaser of said property shall take
the same free from any obligation the part
of sald purchaser to look to the investment
of the price.

8ec. 3. Be it further enacted, ete., That
this act shall take effect from and after
ite passage. 3

(Signed) CHARLES W. LOWELL,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(Signed) C. C. ANTOINE,
Lieutenant Governor and President of the

Senate.
Appreved January 24, 1874.
(Signed) WILLIAM P. KELLOGG,
Governor of the State of Louisiana.
A true copy:

P. G. DESLONDE, Secretary of State.

congress, recently held at Saint Petersburg,
a formal and cordial invitation to hold its
next session in the United States of America.

Sec. 2. That if the said invitation shall
be accepted by the said statistica! congress,
the President shall be and he is hereby duly
authorized to appoint the usual organiza-
tion commission, and to take the other pre-
liminary and necessary measures for the
meeting of the said body and the holding
of its ninth session in this country at sueh
time as may be deemed expedient by the
aaid statistical congress.

Approved March 3, 1873,

|GENERAL NaTURE—NO. 63.]

An act to declare the true intent and mean-
ing of the act approved June eight, eight-
een hundred and seventy-two, amenda-
tory of the general bankrupt law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

A t it
was the true intent and meaning of an act
approved June eighth, eighteen hundred

er » approved
March third, eighteen hundred and
seventy-one, _an the act entitled
“An act to authorize the commissioners of
lai int ial commissioners to

and for

seventy-two, entitled ““An act to d
an act entitled ‘An act to establish a uni-
form system of bankruptey th hout the
Chni States, approved March second,
eighteen bhundred and sixty-seven,” that
the exemptions allowed the bankrupt by the
said amendatory act should, and itis hereby
enacted that they shall, be the amount al-
lowed by the constitucion and laws of each
State, tively, as existing in the year
eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and that
such exewptions be valid against debts
contracted before the adoption and passage
of such State constitution and laws, as well
as those contracted after the same, and
against liens by judgment or decree of any
State court, any decision of any such court
rendered since the adoption and passage of
such constitution and laws to the contrary
notwithstanding. .

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL Na1URE—No. 77.]

An act te provide tor the establishment of
a military prison, and for its govern-
ment,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representative of the United States of
Amwerica in Congress assembled, That there
shall be established at Rock Island, in the
State of Illinois, a prison for the confine-
went and reformation of oftenders against
the rules, regulations and laws for the gov-
ernment of the army ol the United States,
in which shall be securely confined, and
employed at labor, and governed in the
manner hereinafter directed, all offenders
convieted before any court martial or mili-
tary commission in the United States, and
sentenced according to law toimprisonment
therein,

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of War shall
organize a board of five members, to con-
sist of three officers of the army and two
persons from civil life, who shall adopt a
plan for the building of such prison, and
who shall frame regulations for the gov-
ernment of the prisoners, in accordance
with the provisions of this act. The said
commissioners from eivil life shall hold
their oflices for the term of three years, and
shall be paid five dollars a day while on duty,
and necessary traveling expenses; and the
said officers of the army shall, at all times,
e subject to removal by the Secretary of

*. 3. That the Secretary of War shall,
with said commissioners, semi-annually,
and as much oftener as may be deemed
expedient, visit said prison for the purposes
of examination, inspection, and correction;
and they shall inguire into all abuses
or neglects of duty on the part of the of-
ficers or other persons in charge of the
same,and make such changes in the general
discipline of the prison as they may hold
to be essential.

Sec. 4. That the officers of the prison
shall consist of a commandant and such
subordinate officers as may be necessary, a
chudpluin. a surgeoen, and a clerk, who shall
be detailed by the Secretary of War from
the commissioned officers of the army; and
a sufficient number of enlisted men shall
be detailed by the Secretary of War to act
as turnkeys, guards and assistants in the
prison.

Skc. 5. That one of the inspectors of the
army shall, at least once in three months,
visit the prison for the purpose of examining
into the books and all the aflairs thereof,
and ascertaining whether the laws, rules,
and regulations relating thereto are com-
plied with, the ofticers are competent and
faithful, and the convicts properly gov-
erned and employed, and at the same time
treated with humanity and kindness. And
it shall be the duty of the inspector, at
once, to make full report thereof to the
Secretary of War.

Skc. 6. That before the commandant en-
ters upon the duties of his office he shall
give bond, with sufiicient sureties, in a sum
1o be fixed by the Secretary of War, to be
approved by him, conditioned that he shall
faithfully account for all money placed in
bis hands for the use of the prison and for
the faithful discharge ot all his duties as
commandant. He shall have command of
the prison; shall have the chaige and em-
ployment of the prisoners, and the custody
of all the property of the government con-
nected with the prison. He shall receive
and pay out all money used for the prison,
and shall cause to be kept, in suitable
books, complete accounts ot all the proper-
ty, expenses, income, business and concerns
of the prison; and shall make full and
regular reports thereot to the Secretary of
War: and shall, undér the direction and
with the approval of the Seeretary of War,
ewploy, for the benefit of the United States,
the convicts at such labor and in such
trades as may be deemed best for their
health and reformation. He shall have
power to sell and dispose of any articles
manufactured by the conviets, and shall
reguiarly account for the proceeds thereof,
and shall give bond and security tor the
faithful keeping and accounting of all
moneys and property coming to his hands
as such commandant. He shall take note
and make record of the good conduct of
the convicts, and shall shorten the daily
time of hard labor for those who by their
obedience, honesty, industry, or general
good eonduct, earn such 1avors; and the
Secretary of War is authorized and directed
to remit, in part, the sentences of such
conviets, and to give them an honorable
restoration to duty in case the same is
merited ; and in case any convict shall dis-
obey the lawful orders ef the officers of the
prison, and refuse to comply with
the rules and regulations thereof,
he may be placed in solitary confinement,
and the commandant shall at once report
the case to the Secretary of War, who shall
direct the inspector to make full examina-
tion and report of the matter at the next
inspection; but in no case shall any prisoner
be subjected to whipping, branding, or the
carrying of weights for the purpose of dis-
cipline, or for producing penitence; and
every prisoner, upon being discharged from
prison, shall be furnished with decent
clothing.

Sec. 7. That the use of newspapers and
books shall not be denied the convicts at
times when not employed: and that un-
official visitors shall be admitted to the
prison nnder such restrictions as the board
of commissioners may impose. The prison-
ners shall not be denied the privilege of
communicating with their friends by let-
ter, and from receividg like comwmunica-
tions from them, all of which shall be sub-
ject to the inspection of the commandant,
or such officer as he may assign to that
duty.

Sec. 8. That the prisoners shall be sup-
plied with ample and clean bedding, and
with wholesome and suflicient food, bat
when in hospital or under discipline their
diet shall be preseribed by the proper
authority. The prison shall be suitably
ventilated, and each prisoner shall have a
weeckly bath of eold or tepid water, which
shall be applied to the whole surface of the
body, unless the surgeon shall direct other-
ise for the health of the prisoner.

Sec, 8. That no officer of the prison, or
other person connected therewith, shall be
concerned or interested, directly or inai-
tectly, in any contract, purchase or sale
made on account of the prison.

Skc. 10. That any otiicer who shall suffer
a convict to escape, or shall in any way con-
sent to his escape, or shall aid him to escape,
or in an attempt to eseape, shall. upon con-
viction, be dismissed from the service, and
sutter such other punishment as a court
martial may intlict.

8ec. 11. That any soldier or other person
employed in the prison, who shall suffer a
convict to escape, or shall in any way con-
sent to his escape, or shall aid him to es-
cape, or in an attempt to escape, shall,
upon conviction by a court martial, be con-
fined therein not less than one year.

Sec. 12. That all prisoners under confine-
ment in said military prison undergoing
sentence of courts martial shall be liable
to trial and punishment by eourts martial
under the rules and articles of war for
offences committed during the said con-
finement.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL Nature—No. 64.]

An act to extend for four years the act es-
tablishing the Board of Commissioners of
Claims, and the acts relating thereto.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
Amerea in Congrees assembled, That the
second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth sec-
tions of the act entitled “An act making
appropriations for the support of the arm
for the year ending June thirtiet!
eighteen  hundred seveaty-two,

to app

take testimonvy, and for other purposes,”
approved May eleventh, eighteen hundred
Ang seventy-two, be, and the same are
hereby, extended and continued in force
for four years from the tenth day of March,
anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-
three.

Sec. 2. That the commissioners of claims
shall not receive any petition for the allow-
ance of any claim or claims unless such pe-
tition shall be presented to and filed with
them on or before the third day of March,
eighteen hundred and seventy-three: and
all claims not so presented shall be deemed
to be barred forever thereafter.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NaTUurRE—No. 73]
An act to regulate the taking of testimony
in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives ot the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That no
witness shull be compelled to appear or
to testify before any commissioner or officer
appointed to take testimony under letters
rogatory. issued or to be issued from any
court in any foreign country, in any suit or
proceeding in which the government of such
foreign country shall be a party of record
or in interest, except for the purpose of an-
swering specific written interrogatories is-
sued with and accompanying such letters
rogatory and addressed to such witness; pro-
vided, that when counsel for all the partles
attend the examination they may consent
that questions in addition to those accom-
panying the letters rogatory may he put to
the witness, unless the letters rogatory ex-
clude such additional interrogatories.

SEC. 2. That no witness shall be required.
on such examination, or any other under
letters rogatory, to make any disclosure
or discovery which shall tend to eriminate
him either under the laws of the State or
Territory within which such examination
is bad, or any other. or any foreign State.

Approved March 3, 1873, +

{GENERAL NaTURE—No. 107.]
An act to provide for the sale of lands of
the United States containing coal.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
Awmerica m Congress assembled, That any
person above the age of 'wenty-one years,
who is a citizen of the United States, or
who has declared his intention to beeome
such, or any association of persoga sever-
ally qualitied as above, shall, nponl applica-
tion to the register of the proper land ofice,
have the right to enter, by legal sabdi-
visions, any quantity of vacant coal lands
of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated or reserved by competent authority,
not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres
to such individual person, or three hundred
and twenty acres to such association, upon
payment to the receiver of not less than
ten dollars per acre for such lands, where
the same shall be situated more than fifteen
miles from any completed railroad, and not
less than twenty dollars per acre for seeh
lands as shall be within tifteen miles of
such road.

Sec. 2. That any person or association
of persons severally qualified as above, who
have opened and improved. or shall here-
after open and improve, any eoal mine or
mines upon the public lands, and shall be in
actual possession of the same, shall be en-
titled to a preterence right of entry, under
the toregoing provisions, of the mines so
opened and improved: provided, that when
any association of not less than four per-
sons, severally qualified as in section one
of this act, shall have expended not lesa
than five thousand dollars in working and
improving any such mine or mines, such
association may enter not exceeding six
hundred and forty acres, including such
mining improvements.

Sec. 3. That all claima under section two
of thisact must be presented to the register
of the proper land district within sixty days
after the date of actual possession and the
commencement of improvements on the
land, by the filing of a deciaratory state-
ment therefor; provided, that when the
township plat is not on file at the date of
such iwprogement, filing must be made
within sixty days from the receipt of such
plat at the distriet office; and provided far-
ther, that where the improvements shall
have been made prior to the expiration of
three months from the passage of this act,
sixty days from the expiration of said three
wonths shall be allowed for the filing of a
declaratory statement. and no sale under
the provisions of this act shall be allowed
until the expiration of six months from the
date hereof.

Sec. 1. That this act shall be held to
authorize only one entry by the same per-
son or. association of persons under its
provisions ; and no association of persons
any membher of which shall have taken the
benefit of this act either as an individual or
as a member of any other association, shall
enter or hold any other lands nnder the
provisions of this act; and no member of
any association which shall have taken the
benefit of this act shall enter or hold any
other lands under its provisions : and ail
persons claiming under section two  hersof
shall be required to prove their respective
rights and pay for the lands filed npon
within one year from the time prescribed
for iiling their respective claims; and upon
failure to file the proper notice, or to pay
for the land within the required period, the
same shall be subject to entry by any other
qualitied applicant.

Sec. 5. That in case of conflicting elaims
upon lands where the improvements shall
be hereafter commenced, priority of posses-
sion and improvement, followed by proper
filing and continued good faith, shall de-
termine the preference right to purchase,
And also where improvements have already
been made at the date of the passage of

this act, division of the land
may be made by legal subdi
to include, as near as may be, the

valuable mmprovements of the respective

parties; and Commissioner of the General

Land Office shall be and is hereby author-

ized to 1ssue all needful rules and regula-

tions for carrying into effect the provisions
of this act.

Sec. 6. That nothing in this act shall be
construed to destroy or impair any rights
which may have attached prior to its pass-
age, or to authorize the sale of lands valu-
able for mines of gold, silver or copper.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 70 ]

An act to create a port of delivery at La
Crosse, in Wisconsin, and te provide for
a surveyor of c¢ustoms thercat.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United Siates of
Awmerica in Congress assembled, That La
Crosse, in the county of La Crosse. and
State of Wisconsin, be, and is hereby, con-
stituted a port of delivery within the col-
lection district of New Orleans; and thers
shall be appointed a surveyor of custorns
for said port, who shall perform the duties
of such ofiice gnd receive the compensation
of not exceeding twelve hundred dollars
per annum as salary.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NaTURE—No. 801

An act to prevent cruelty to animals while

in transit by railroad or other means of

trausportation within the United States,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That no
railroad company within the United States
whose road forms any part of a line of road
over which ecattle, sheep, swine or other
animals shall be conveyed from one State to
another, or the owners or masters of steam.
sailing or other vessels carrying or tran-
sporting cattle, sheep, swine or other ani-
wals from one State to another, shall con-
fine the same in cars, boats or vesaels of
auy description, for a longer period than
twenty-eight consecutive hours, without un-
loading the same for rest, water and feed-
ing, for a period of at least five consecutive
hours, unless prevented from so unloading
by storm or other accidental causes. In es.
timating such confinement the time during
which the animals have been confined with.
out such rest on connecting roads from
which they are received shall be included, it
being the intent of this act to prohibit their
continuous confinement beyond the period

of twenty eight heurs, ~ except upon
contin Eeminbefnre suted.pAninials
80 unloaded shall be properly fed and

watered during such rest by the owner or
person lunng‘ the custody thereof, or in
case of his de: ult in se doing then by the

Sompany or owners or masters of

boats or vessels transporting the same at

tody thereof: and said company, owne
or uyzutara shall in such cases have u::

upon such animals , oare, and cus-
tody furnished, and shall not be liable for
any detention of such animals authorizeq
by this act. Any company, owner, or ¢
todian of such animals who shall knowingly
and willfully fail to comply with the pro-
visions of this act shall, for each and eve
sach failure to complfy with the provisions
of this act, be liable for and forfeit and pay
a penalty of not less than one hundred ror
more than tive hundred dollars; l)ruﬂded,
however, that when animals shall be car.
ried in cars, boats, or other vessels in which
they can and do have proper food, water,
space, and opportunity for rest, the forego-
ing provisions in regard to their being un.
londed shall not apply.

Sec. 2. That the penalty created by the
first section of this act shall be recovered
by civil action in the name of the United
States, in the circuit or district court of the
United States, holden within the distriet
where the violation of this act may have
been committed. or the person or corpora.
tion resides or carries on its business ; and
it shall be the duty of all United States
marshals, their deputies and subordinates,
to prosecute all violations of this act which
shall come ro their notice or knowledge.

Skc. 3. That any person or corporation
entitled to lien under the first section of this
act may enforce the same by a petition filed
in the district court of the United States
holden within the district where the fooq,
cave and custody shall have been fup.
nished, or the owner or custudian of the
property resides: and said court shall
have power to isssue all  suitable
process for the enforeement of such lien by
sale or otherwise, and to compel the pay-
ment ot all costs, penalties. charges, and
expenses of proceedings nnder this act.

SEC. 4. That this act shall not go into ef-
feet until the fiest day of October, eighteen
hundred and sevenry-two.

Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NATURE—No. 104.]

An act to authorize the interment of hop-
orably discharged soldiers, sailors uand
marines in the national cemeteries of the
United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of

the expense of said owner or person in cus. |

Al

© " T o e e B e

America in Congress assembled, That hor-
orably discharged soldiers, sailors or ma-
rines, who served during the late war
either in the regular or volunteor forces, |
dying subsequent to the passage of this
act, may be buried in any national cemwe.
tery of the United States free of cost, and
their graves shall receive the same care
and attention as the graves of those al-
ready buried. The produetion of the hon-
orable discharge ot the deceased shall be
authority for the superintendent of the
cemetery to permit the interment.
Approved March 3, 1873,

[GENERAL NATURE—NoO. 105.]
An act to enconrage the growth of timber
on Western prairies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That any
person who shall plant, proteet, and keep
in & heaithy growing condition for ten
years forty acres of timber, the trees there-
on not beiug more than twelve feet apart
each way, on any quarter section of any of
the public lands of the United States, shall |
be entitied to a patent for the whole of said ||
quarter section ut the expiration of said ten|
years, on making proof of such fact by not
lesa than two eredible witnesses; provided,
that only one quarter in any section shall
be thus granted.

Skc. 2. That the person applying for the
benetit of this act shall, upon application
to the register of the land oftice in which h
or she is about to make such entry, make)
aflidavit before such register or reeeiver
that said entry is made for the cultivation of
timber, and wupon filing said  afh
davit with said register and receiver,
and on pavment of ten dolars,
or ehe shall thereupon be periitted
to enter the quantity of lund specilied; pr
vided, however, that no certiticate shall
given or patent issued therefor until the
expiration of at least ten years froin the
date of such entry; and if at the expiratiot
of such time, or at any time within thres!
years thereafter, the person making suech
entry, orif he or she be dead, his or her
hei® or legal representatives, shall prove
by two credible witnesses that he, she, or
v have planted and for not less than ten
ars have cultivated and protected such
auantity and character of tiiuber as afore-
said, they shall receive the patent foreuch ©
guarter section of land.

Sec. 3. That if at any tiue after the §lin
of said afiidavit, and prior to the issuing
the patent for said land, it shall be proven,
after due notice to the party making such
entry and claiming to eultivate such tim-
ber, to the satisfuction of the register of the
land office, that such person has abandoned
or failed to cnltivate, proteet, and keep i
good condition such timber, then. and it
that event, said land shall revert to the
United States

Sec. 4. That each and every person whe
under the provisions of an act entitled “A
act to secure homestea to actual settler
on the public domain,” approved May twen
tieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two,
any amendment thereto, having a hom
stead on said public domain, who, at the
end of the third year of his or her residenes
thereon, shall have had under cultivation,
for two years, one acre of timber, the trees
thereon not being more than twelve fest
apart each way, and in a good, thritty con
dition, for each and every sixteen acres o
said homestead, shall, upon due proof of
said fact by two credible witnesses, receive
his or her patent for suid homestead.

Sec. 5. That no land acquired under pro-
visions of this act shall, in any event, be
come liable to the satisfaction of any delt
or debts contracted prior to the issuing ¢
patent therefor.

SEc. 6. That the 'Commissioner of ti
General Land Office is hereby required »
prepare and issue such rules and reguly
tions, consistent with this act, as shall
necessary and proper to CArry its provisiop
into effect ; and that the registers and th
receivers of the several land offices shal
be entitled to receive the same COowpensd
tion for any lands entered under the pre
Vvisions of this that they are now ertitled v
receive when the same quantity of land ¥
entered with money.

SEC. 7. That the fifth section of the
nntlglr»d. An act in addition to an act
punish crimes against the United Sta
and for other purposes,” approved Mar
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-seve
shall extend to all oaths, affirmations a
aflidavits reguired or anthorized by this acs

Approved March 3, 1873, =

[RESOLUTION 0F GENERAL NATURE—No. 3

Joint resolution tendering the congrat
tions of the American people to the peoj
of Spain.

; Resolved by the Senate and House
Bepresentatives of the United States
America in Congress assembled, T
name and behalf of the Awerican
the congratulations of Congress are
tendered to the people of Spain upon thel
recent efforts to consolidate the principle
ol universal liberty in a republican form o
government.

That the President of the United Stated
be, and hereby is,
resolution to the American

e

minister #

the Spanish government.
Approved March 3, 157 3.

[GENERAL NaTURE—No. 109,
An act to extend the time for filing claim

for additional bounty under the act 6

July twenty-eighth, eighteen hundr

and sixty-six,

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou
of Representatiwes of the United States
America in Congress assembled, That t
time for filing ¢
under the act of July twenty-eighth, eig!

eighteen undred and seventy-three,
and the same is herehy revived and

tewy
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