
G NEW ORLEANS REPUBLICAN, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1874

U te n : ( .« M e a n s  R e p u b l ic a n .

Ô M c I A U O URNALÛF THE UNITED STATES 

OFFICIAL )0URhAL*QF ~JEW ORLEANS

.ML'H I C  IN C A M P .

a f> jrnii» H covered  hill an d  plain.
W h e re  R a p p a h a n n o c k  a w a te r*  

i a a  deeply  ui m iaoued w ith  th e  fcîa a 
Ol b a tt le ’* re ce n t slau g h ters .

’lie su m m er clouds lay p itched  like te n ts  
In tut ads o f  heaven ly  a /u ie ; 

i :A  ea ch  d read  " u a  ot th e  e le m e n ts  
M ept in its  hi^li em hraau ie .

’lie bxeese so softly  b lew , it  m ade 
>o to te s t lea f to  «jniver. 

k d th e  sm oke o f th e  random  ca nnonade 
Rolled sluw iy from th e  rive r.

ntl i.ow w h c ie  circling  hill«* looked dow n 
W ith cannon g tim lv  p lan ted ,

»'♦ r list len* cam p and  s ilen t tow n 
'i lie golden su n se t slan ted ;

W hen on th e  fe 
A s tra in , n<

*j he niMHic m 
W ith  da> ’s

A federa l hand

viil a i r  tu e re  c a  t 
V ,ic h . now len d e t 
nied ir.-»«-It atiam e 
lepai ting  H jdeadoi.

Inch eve an d  moi n 
P la re d  m ea su res  b tav e  an d  n im b.e. 

fad ju st s tru c k  up w ith  llu te an d  hor.i 
And lively  clash  o f cym bal.

.•own docked th e  so ld iers  to  th e  bank 
T ill m arg ined  b.v it* pebbies,

T h e n  all w as t  
W ith inovern 

M ade s tream  a 
R everberate

;ray  w ith  “ tebels.

11; and  th e n  th e  band, 
n t  lig h t and  trick sy , 
d to tes t, hill an d  s tran d , 
vith  ‘ D ixie.”

T h e  conscious s trea m , w ith  b u rn ish ed  glow 
W ent p ioud ly  o’e r  its  pebbles.

Mut th rilled  th ro u g h o u t its  deepest flow. 
W ith  yelling  of the rebels.

Again a pause, an d  then  again  
T he ti lim p e t pealed  aotiutoUA.

And Y ankee Doodle wan th e  s tra in  
To w hich  th e  shore gave chorus.

T h e  laughing  tip p le  sh o re w ard  dew 
To kiss th e  sh in in g  pebble#—

Loud sh rieked  th e  aw aim in g  boys ia  blue 
L chance to  th e  rebel*.

And y e t once m ore th e  bugle sang 
Above th e  s to rm y  riot;

No sh o u t upon th e  t  veiling ra n g —
T here  re igned  a  holy qu iet.

T h e  sad, e!o F tie am its  noiseless flood 
• th e  g lis te n in g  pebble»;

Ail »iieiit now th e  Y ankees stood,
All s ilen t stood  th e  rebels,

N’o un responsive soul had hea rd  
T h a t p la in tiv e  n o te ’s uppeaim g.

Lo deeply  *• Home, Nweet H om e,” had h tin c  
Tim  h id d en  lo n n ts o ;  leeiing.

, th* uldier sees,Ol blue or gray .
Ah by th e  w and o f I Airy 

V lif c o tta g e  ’n e a th  th e  live oak  lices ,
J he cab in  by th e  pra irie .

<m cold o r w aim  h is n a tiv e  sk ies 
Rend in tin  it b eau ty  o’e r  him  .

N* en  tli rough th e  te a r  m ist m in* eye* 
His lo veil on* s s ta n d  before him.

A* lades th e  iris  a f te r  ruin 
in A pril's te a rfu l w eath er ,

Die vision van ished  as  th e  a tta in  
And du \ ligh t d ied  together.

B it m em ory, waked bv  m usic’s a i t  
K xpressed in sim plest mini tiers. 

>uhdiie<i th e  s te rn e s t  Y ankee’s h e a it, 
Made lig h t th e  rebel s slum bers.

And la ir th e  form  o f m u tic sh in es .
T h a t b rig h t, ce les tia l c re a tu re .

«Vho s till, 'm id w a t’s e m b a ttle d  hu t s. 
Iiavp, th is  one touch  ot n a tu re .

M O R A L I T Y  A T  A M A S K ,

! Lave a friend in petticoats who was 
«designed by nature for some passive and 
useful place among ber tender and modest 
.  : stern, but who, early im bibing the rest
less, independent and defiant spirit of he 
age, has always been a little  asham ed of 
her natural and womanly attributes, and 
ti trille envious of those of the other sex 
There is a tradition in her family that 
when she was three years old she pushed 
her nursing bottle away and remarked 
w ith much distinctiveness, in the presence 
of lier m other and three aunts, “ that 
genius was of no sex.” The story is an 
im probable one, and I th ink  the only 
grounds of credibility are to be found in 
the  fact th a t my friend has very frequent
ly made the rem ark since with m uch of 
the  strength  ot conviction th a t belongs to 
the  earliest impressions.

I found her earning her living a year or 
two ago in a manly way, and with a great 
deal of intellectual contem pt for anybody 
W ho was willing or capable of earning it 
for her. Sho wrote for the papers. It 
was a proper, and need I say a highly re
m unerative employment. I t  had also a 
line basis, necessity for such is the 
wretched condition of society that unless 
•i. woman writes for the papers or docs 
«.om< th ing  else she can not get on a t all.

“ The world needs woman’s talents in 
Tiew spheres,” said she. ‘T a p e r  boxes 
and sh irt making offer no field for the 
characteristic talen ts o f our sex. [ am a 
reporter !”

Then 1 found afterward tha t she had a 
strong desire to be a Bohemian. 1 caught 

. lier eating her lunch one day in Schalks,
• and tossing off her beer with a sweet little 

grandiose air, ju s t as if she wanted the 
world lo believe tha t on no account would 
she go away to tears and vomiting in her 
womanly solitude afterwards.

“ 1 want to go to a mu&qurade.” said 
she.

“ Well, old fellow,” I answered, as a his
torical reply came in to  my mind, “ why 
don’t you go?”

“ Lim itations of the old prejudice," said 
she. “ A masquerade is about the only 
place left where u woman can not go alone. 
I ’m somewhat ahead of my age, so in spite 
o f my principles I m ust occasionally com
promise with prejudice. I want a man to 
take me to the masquerade."

“ You tlatter m e,” I remarked.
“ What! in  calling you a man? Non

sense. l ’ray lay aside all considerations 
of sex. do, when we talk business. A 
masquerade offers a phase of life to  the 
observing mind that can not be studied 
elsewhere. I ask you to assist me in its 
investigation. There is to be one a t the 
Academy ol Music ou Thursday night. 
L et us go together.”

“ As maskers?”
“ No, as philosophers.
“ Ah, bu t there you have the advantage 

of me. W ith all my philosophy I have 
never been able to lay aside the disguise 
of inv bringing op. In  other words I ’ve 
got to wear modesty in the presence of a 
lady whether I possess it or not. No such 
obligation binds you.”

IShe laughed. “T h a t’s a  foolish soph
ism. By modesty you mean a conven
tional deference to the m orbid weaknesses 
of women. W hen you have strong 
Women to deal w ith your prejudices are 
outraged, not your feelings, th a t’s all. 
Lay ’em aside, old boy, and  go with m e.” 

“ On one condition," I said.
“ Name it.”
“ l hat you stay till the ball is ovi r and 

the  lights are out. If I understand you, 
you want to look the thing in the face and 
t#ll the tru th  about it. To do that you 
must make a n ight of it.” .

“Agreed.”
1 confess to having had a very strange 

sensation when I called for U oitense on 
that Thursday night. Of course you u n 
derstand that Ilortenso is her intellectual 
sobriquet. Sarah Sackett is her conven
tional name. 1 could not, with all my 
philosophy, divest myself of the usual 
considerations of sex in the matter, and 
these. I know, were the very considera
tions which llo rtense  objected to. Still 
there was a certa in  piquancy in the com
panionship of a woman who could lay 
aside all the artificial restraints of her sex 
and com m une w ith  you familiarly upon 
th a t broad an d  elevated plane of moral 
philosophy, lies ides there was a notion

i »revalent that only upon such broad and 
:igh plane could men and women ever 

work side by side for the good of their 
fellows in the dissecting room or the mas
querade. 1 m ight be a pioneer in  this 

.business, opening the  path, so to speak.

tor future men and women to explore the 
nastiness of society, in  which task dis
tributing  the burden of d irt between 
them as they toiled, and thus lightening 
the immemorial load of the man.

.Such transient and fallacious ideas are 
apt to a ttack any m an when he enters for 
the first time upon a new and perilous 
duty.

“ Let us tall; freely,” said llortense, its 
she muffled herself in the coach. “ We 
are searching for tru th , not looking for 
pleasure.”

“ And wc shall find it, never fear," I re 
plied. - for we join two indispenspble re
quisites to its discovery !”

“ They a re—”
“ Experience and curiosity.”
H er eyc-s twinkled a little  even in the 

gloom of the coach. The prospect of see
ing something tha t was supposed to be fit 
only for men to see thrilled L»r a little. 
So in spite of her philosophy—that much 
of woman remained in her.

“ Of course the masquerade is repu
t a b l e  ?" she asked with a little eagerness.

“ Let us talk freely," I replied. “ Of 
course, if it was you wouldn’t want to go. 
To attend reputable ami regular affairs is 
to walk a very straight ami uneventful 
line. Women have been doing th a t ever 
since the dark ages. In  fact our journey 
to-night is in the d iiectioa of the dark 
ages."
. “ How delicious ! ’ she said.

When we arrived a t the Academy of 
Music it m ust have been ten o’clock. The 
building was already thronged by maskers 
and spectators. Princes, fiends and fairies 
were trooping in from the street. The 
fioor was occupied by great groups of fan
tastically dressed men and ra ther prettily 
dressed women. The dress circle and 
boxes were filling up with spectators. F ar 
back, where ordinarily the stage appeared, 
a hand fifty instrum ents was pealing the 
anim ating music of Lecocq and Offenbach. 
Looked at from any part of the brilliantly  
lighted building the scene was, as indeed 
any masquerade is, both attractive and ad 
mirable. The costumes, if they did not 
exhibit any originality of design or great 
resource in material, were nevertheless 
sufficiently strong in  contrast to give a 
picturesque interest to the vital panorama, 
tha t wound and pulsated like a variegated 
m onster in the evolutions of the dance un 
der our eyes.

Let us inquire what the dance may 
have been when men and women sought 
it merely to expend their superabundant 
mirchfulness and activity. I t has been 
loaded since w ith the technicalities of 
voluptuousness, and all the significances 
of a feverish society. I t needs only the 
added attraction of undraped limbs and 
short skirts to make i t  both a picture and 
a poem of sensual delight.

The people mingling upon the lloor 
were noticeable of all classes. Perhaps, 
nowhere else could such intercourse of 
widely separated sets’ be tolerated. A 
large num ber was composed o f reputable 
ami even prom inent foreigners and their 
'wives. The same class was observable 
among tLo spectators. T hey  were all 
bent on rational amusem ent, and they 
were orderly and courteous as they  were 
vivacious.

We sat iu a box and noticed the cos
tumes and kept time with the rhythm . We 
strayed about the lobbies, and saw only 
dominos holding their masks up , and 
flower girls flitting o u t of the  dressing 
room, with here and there groups of gen
tlemen and knots of women chattering
gayiy-

I t seems ra th e r tame, unless one 
dances,” said llortense.

“ T hat’s because what you come to see 
hasn’t commenced,” I answered. “ This is 
the first brew. W ait till the theatres are 
out, and  the dance bouses ge t through 
their regular business.”

Then what ?”
Life. 1 believe th a t’s  what they call 

it in Bohemia."
She tried to hide llie smile of satisfac

tion. bu t 1 saw it iu the big m irror before 
he covered it with a hollow yawn.

“ Why,” she asked, “ does life always 
wait till after twelve o’clock?”

“ Principally I  suspect because that kind 
of life is born and nurtured  after m id
night, b u t also because these Imlls bear a 
certain filmy order of respectability which 
m ust bo kept up. So lile waits for respec
tability  uud the reporter to go home. The 
hall has two phases ; its nether half is never 
reported because it shows too late. The 
accounts which you will read to-morrow 
of this affair m ust necessarily be written 
before m orning.”

Then we strolled down to the entrance, 
and noticed th a t num bers were going 
iway, and still g reater num bers were a r
riving. The noise had increased about the 
doorway too. Clubmen and theatre-goers, 
exhilarated by previous pastimes, shouted 
lud called each other by name. Extra po 
licemen were visible on the steps. And 
the coaches were pouring out a continu 
ous stream of pink legs and  ballet skirts. 
Every fresh arrival being hailed with 
shouts by the crowd of men and boys in 
the street.

When we reached the box again, a d is
cernible change had come over the danc

ing assemblage. It had lost its order 
and moderation. Fresh costumes blazed 
in it, and llie crowd was so dense and s 
disorderly in places where it pressed after 
female dancers th a t the fioormeu had 
great difficulty iu  m aking room. We 
could see, too, here and  there, the blue 
coat of a policeman in the mass, with his 
club iu his hand. The dancing itself had 
taken on a new demeanor. The poetic 
ensemble was gone. Special features of 
dress or of action gave in terest to it.

The people in the  boxes were similarly 
changing. Very robust women and ex
cessively loud m en were leaning out of 
them, now and then  calling to acquain
tances on the floor, or pulling and “m aul
ing" each other.

About two o'clock an enormous woman, 
whose voluptuousness threatened to over
flow into tho .abyss beneath, took posses
sion of a box opposite. Sim ilar bodies, 
vast, vulgar and conspicuous, loomed up 
elsewhere. They were reeognized with 
shouts and ribald jests. Then suddenly 
there was a rush into one o f the boxes, 
and fierce cries as  o f  wild beasts issued 
from it.

To satisfy llo rtense  I m ade inquiries, 
and told her they were punching a French
man, which inform ation anpeared to sa t
isfy her.

\ \  liile the row was going on the crowd 
below turned its faces up, and some of 
them cheered as if this were an added fea
ture of delight.

Somebody loudly asked xue who that 
was I had with me.

1 he person who made this inquiry was 
stalwart and somewhat tipsy. 1 remarked 
to llortense  th a t the fam iliar term of en
dearm ent which he added for her ears was 
probably good grounds for personal re
monstrance. She did not th ink  th a t my 
being knocked down and jum ped upou 
would add to her understanding of life.
In  th is  I  agreed w ith her.

So we gave our attention to the dance 
ra ther than to the company we were in.

Presently  the can-can was introduced.
One particularly  vulgar huzzy, with ex
cessively long skirts and excessively pink 
legs under them, drew shouts of applause 
from the crowd of onlookers, who formed 
a circle on the floor, by her lewdness and 
agility, which together formed a most as
tonishing combination.

“ You will observe,” I  said to my com 
panion, “ that we are now looking upon 
the  dance house denizens, the brothel 
jum pers, the mixed up  elements of the 
only real Bohemia civilization, the idlers, 
gamblers, roughs and fast men, the dem i

monde and the abandonm ent of city life. 
Here and there are groups of men who are 
respectable enough—they come to enjoy 
the fun of it: they want to see how far it 
will go. There is a woman in a white 
satin skirt pushing through tha t crowd ot 
men. Watch her. Hue is trying to  get at 
the young m an among those people near 
the scats. He is trying to avoid her. 
Now she sees him. The men are trying 
to hide him jocosely. An angry woman 
is always treated jocosely by a crowd ot 
men. There, she has caught him  by the 
skirt of his Ham let’s a ttire—”

.Just then Hortense gave a little gasp. 
The young m an had turned suddenly and 
struck the woman squarely in the face 
with his fist. She disappeared a moment, 
there was a rush, a m urm ur of voices, the 
flourish of a policeman's club, and then 
the music burst forth, the dance whelmed 
all. and only a t intervals could we see the 
white satin dress, horribly ornamented 
with crimson stains, as the woman reap
peared upon the outer circle of dancers.

We then picked our way down stairs 
through noisy knots of half-disguised men 
and women. The foyer was full of them , 
screeching, .laughing, romping. Their 
faces inflamed, their voices hoarse, their 
language ami gestures vile.

It was growing m om entarily worse. 
Champagne was doing its work. We 
looked iuto the supper room. Pandemo- 
nium  reigned there. Men were singing 
the various popular songs of opera bouffi. 
Champagne bottles were flying across the 
table. Gangs of reckless, dissolute fel
lows were plying equally reckless women 
with w ine. As we came away we could 
hear English oaths and French gaiety 
strangely m ingled iu the jargon.

In  the passage way we eeountered Queen 
Elizabeth with the bodice of her dress 
torn partly  away. An hour later we saw 
La Belle Helene and Captain John Smith 
drunk in each others arms on the stair
way, where two policemen were endeavor
ing to sort them.

From the door of the upper box en
trance we took one more look at the 
dancers. They were now actuated by a 
lrenzy. The ordinary lasciviousness of 
the cqn-ean had given way to the excesses 
of the Mabille. A little  transparent cloud 
of dust hung over them. Hut though it 
we could see men and women reeling in 
mad vortexes, and a hideous murm ur, dis
cordant and sharp, rose with the music.

Coming down again men ran against 
Hortense, and jostled her and  spoke to 
her, and altogether nearly exhausted her 
armor}’ of virtuous defiance. V.'hea we 
got in to  the lower vestibnie a row was 
going on. A young m an w ith b lo jd  
stream ing down his face and the  m ar : of 
a woman’s heel on his cheek was held by | 
two officers, while an excited woman L o I 
excited tobe  intelligible, was gesticulating 
and foaming a t the m outh in  the custody 
of other men in the front of him.

We carefully concealed our disgust. 
For was it not necessary to the cause of 
tru th  tha t we should see all this :

“ I want you, Hortense, to avail your
self or your improved opportunities.’ 

“ Nonsense,” said she, “ I w ant—
“ Well, old fellow, what do you Want?”
“ I want to go home.”
“ Ah, but there is one tru th  th a t we 

m ust discover first!”
“ That a woman loses all her im m unity 

and all her liberiy when she  loses her 
womanliness!”

“ Yes,” she replied: “ and  one other, 
that womanliness man is a brute."

“ If  that is not personal. I accept it. Let 
us take a coach before those pickpockets 
are put ou t.” I only rem em ber m aking 
one more observation tha t night, and it 
was to tho effect th a t such an en terta in 
m ent in a reputable building like the 
Academy was a disgrace to Ne w York, 
whereupon Hortense dared me to say it in 
prin t. .Yym CrinUe, in Xeic For/.- JioritZ.

A Tennes-.ee Jsiorj .
f ro m  tii«  C h a tta n o o g a  Tim e*.

A gentleman connected with the engineer 
departm ent of tire Cincinnati .Southern 
railway, gave us an amusing account of a 
most cruel case ot imprisonment a t Hunts- 
ville, Scott county. Tennessee, during the

P L A Y  O F  T H E  P E R IO D .

Br ORPBIVS C. KSRK.

T h«  lin g erin g  o rc h e s tra l  sw ell
Along th e  erow .led  lobbies d rifte d .

W hen  a t  th e  p ro m p te r 's  signal bell 
T he c u r ta in  from  th e  s ta g e  u p lifted .

An.l th e n  th e  f lu t te r  o f ap p lau se
W as n o t th a t  fa v o rite  m igh t be b o ls tere d , 

p u t  m u rm u re d  th ro u g h  th e  hei.se bec au se  
Bo finely w as th e  scene  u p h o ls tere d

A glow ing h u sb an d  s*rode and  firm ed 
To th in k  upon his w ife u n stab le  

W hile she in pen siv e  b e a u ty  bloom ed 
B eside a  re a lly  lovely  tab le;

W hat tim e  a  c e r ta in  you n g  A lphonse 
W hose rlirting  ca u sed  connub ia l cholers. 

h 11.oil leaurng  n ea r a  s ta tu e  b ronze  
W orth , easily  a  h u n d re d  do llars.

T h e  genera l sto ry  seem ed to  b«
Of m a rn a g e  th a t  h ad  b ee u  too  h a s te  

And ran  its  round  o f m isery
M ongst c h a irs  an d  sofas, rich  an d  t a s t e  

• I love you n o t !" th e  lady  said 
‘ And know ing  th  i t .  't is  all i ou c a n  know ; 

T h e n  from  h er h u sb an d 's  p lead ing  tied.
A nd ta in te d  n e a r  th e  g ra n d  p iano.

Fr om th is  ensued  a m ee tin g  grim  
Bet w een til«  bunbaud a n d  llie  io r .  

W ith in  a p a rk  o f v e rd u re  p Tim,
W here c iia s ie  se tre ea  *-ve.e sp re ad  a l lo y  *7 

A b u lle t p lan ted  in in s fa «
(.'lit sh o rt A lphonse's life of ho n ey  

And sp ra w lin g  h im  bv a  m a rb 'e  vase 
T h a t m u s t h av e  c o s t a  p ile  o? m oue

When h ap p e ared  th e  Tad f  fa ir, 
as  d ec lin in g  w ith  co n su m p tio n .

t ’pou a q ro n le re d  lining 
To guess  i ts  p rice  w ould be preFliinp t .' 

And w hen, a t  la s t, o f love she  d ied .
W ith  h u sb an d , pi rest, an d  poodle n e a r  à  

T h e  scene was g re a tly  g lorified 
By an  im p o rted , sp ac io u s m irro r.

I f  sue!: w as  Sot th e  p lo t e x a c t .
I t seem ed th e  m ean ing  u 1 th e  bathos, 

And, I'idgeil by an y  sober f a r t .
Had equa l w a n t to  p ith  an d  pathos, 

'T w a s  no t in c a p tio u s  sp ir i t  ra sh
T h a t people, w h e n  th e  p lay  w as ended  

P ronounced  it m ost unm ora l tra sh  —
B a t th e n  th e  fu r n itu r e  w as sp len d id

T h e  Danc ing ; G i r l*  o f  E g y p t .
{C harles G L elaud .J

The great desire of the gentlemen who 
come to Egypt is the dancing git!. Ir it 
were put to the vote, most of th ttc  would 
prefer her to the Pyramids, if not to the 
Nile. Even the moral and pious, the oldest 
uud coldest can not forego this bit of tem p
tation; so they get themselves earnestly as
sured by their dragoman, or better still, by 
some gentleman of acknowledged high char
acter—if possible from Boston—that there is 
really nothing in her performance which 
would call a blush, etc. It is better still it 
Mr. High Character gravely assures them 
t ’ at in fact he found it very stupid and the 
Ghaivazi very ugly. All of this is most 
thankfully accepted, for, adm ittingit in lull, 
the dancers are still improper—which has a 
charm beyond beauty or grace, and however 
good a man may be, he is seldom willing to 
admit he did not see it. and knows nothing 
directly about it. Hardened worldlings 
wtio frequent the regular ballet are not 
dee- ly disgusted with the Ghazien, nor do 
they find het so altogether stupid or so ju - 
variably ugly.

Most o ' the dancing of tho Ghawazi is 
:zdi' erent enough. It is, however, rem ark
able that what skill they do exhibit, even 
under these circumstances, :* seldom ap
preciated. for the du liest of them generally 
affect muscular feats, such us one never 
seen in the-West, yet which are not directly 
perceptible. They all seem to have the 
power ot moving any part of the body 
freely, just as certaiu persons can move 
their ears; aud it is wonderful lion’ they 
will continue to agita*e every muscle in the 
m u-: violent and rapid manner for bourn, 
quivering from head to foot as if electri
fied. without being in the least fatigued, and 
what is incredible, without perspiring.

I only once saw Ghawazi dancing, which 
was, in the opinion of native gentlemen, 
and o f Europeans who bad been many 
years in the country, aud had full opportu
nities of judging, of a really superior and 
artistic* character This was u Girgeb. 
There were tw o girls, one quite p ie tty  and 
young, the other less attractive, but ra ther 
the better dancer

These dancing girls were dressed in long 
skirts, one over th« other, reaching to the 
ankle, the upper garment being ot a whit
ish yellow or reddish color. The body and 
arms were clad in a very dar!’ tightly-lit 
ting chemise, with white stripes, 'h a lf an 
inch broad, about two inches apart, lookiug 
tiger like. O vfrth is  was worn a very tight 
jacket of rt«i satin, very short in rlie'waUt. 
with tight short sleeves. On their heads 
were curiously-shaped caps, and their hair ‘ 
hung in long braids Around the waist was 
a sliver girdle with high bosse* and depen
dent from it iu loops was a  very curious and 
massive »ornament or chain, made of eight

day, Overton’s atteutem  was a ttracted by 
the conversation of some frequenters of the 
apple-brandy “ mill.” The party were much 
excited over the cruel and outrageous im
prisonment of “one of our fellows,” a t the 
instance ot some wretch of a United .States 
marshal. Overton's sympathies were ex
cited, and he inquired the cause and cir
cumstances of the imprisonment.

“ Thar lie is," said the spokesman of the 
party; “ over tliar on tho fence.”

Overton looked across the street, and be
held a seedy individual, perched upon the 
fence, leisurely whittling a pine shingle. 
The sympathetic lawyer approached the 
prisoner and inquired of him if be was in 
trouble.

Prisoner—“ Yes; pat tue i:s here: charge 
of ’licit ’stillin’.”

Overton.—“And they keep vou p re tty  
close?”

Prisoner—“ Yaas. Time 'bout halt out. 
Got transferred from Knoxville jail.”

O —“ Who is your jailor?”
Prisoner—"Jailor? 1 ! . ’ant any . Carry

th e  keys myself.”
At this juncture the party  from the d rink 

ing shop had crossed the "street, and came 
up to where < »verton and the prisoner were 
talking.

“ Yaas,” s:.id the spokesman. “ <I—u 
shame. Them d—d marshals h id netter 
not come about here no mote. Conte over 
and have a drink .”

And tlie whole party, prisoner included, 
adjourned to the “ aiiil"" «-id took a drink 
of brandy.

In a lew days “one of the hoys” o f the 
engineer corps, who had heard of this re 
markable prisoner, visited the jail at Hunts 
ville. The door stood wide open, and a 
man was in the only room, alone, hammer
ing away a t some sort of carpenter work 
In the answer to the question if he was the 
unfortunate person who was suffering the 
tortures of imprisonment lor the crime of 
making a few gallons of eye-opener, he re 
plied:

“Yaas. got me in here.” And the  suffer
ing convict put on such a  look ot distress 
tha t the man of transits and targets said 

“ D —n shame. Come over aud let's have 
a drink.

And over went the  two, the prisoner 
locking the door behind linn.

The next day or two, two of the engineer 
corps met thus lou! used convict iu the 
woods, with a gun on one shoulder and a 
lot of game over the other. Iu answer to a 
question they got the stereotyped reply; 

"Y-a-a-s. Got me in here. Licit stiiiin.* ”
A few days more and one of the engineers 

met the oppressed individual three miles 
from Huntsville, on his way home to spend 
a few days with his family.

“And you’re the prisonet ?”
“ Y-a-a-e; got me in here.”
The facts herein are vouched for by tLe* 

gentleman who related them to us. and we 
have no doubt of tbeir substantial truth. 
The circumstances reveal an amount of 
co!d-blocded cruelty upou the part of the 
citizens and officials of Scott county rarelv 
equaled iu modern times.

T h e  D r y  E a r i l i  M e th o d .
T)r. Cunningham has proved the exist

ence in cholera excreta ot an animalcule 
termed euglenia, which is developed in 
countless myriads ia putrefying cholera 
material. The most efficient of all agents 
in the development and multiplication 
of euglenia is. undoubtedly, wet or 
water sewage in hot climates. ’I he real de
stroyer will be the system of dry sewage. 
Dry earth , with the aid of vegetation, pre
vents all lu rther chemical change of an in
jurious nature. Our experience in Lower 
Bengal proves the resultant to be a valuable 
manure, and the same experience shows 
th a t in some jails which were formerly deci
m ated by cholera the disease is now nearl 
unknow n .—Sanitaria» fo r  February M

were ot black from head to foot, witli silver 
stripes, while the braids of hair were very 
prettily  made, term inating iu many silver 
balls. At Si out I saw one whose only orna- 

c its were an incredible quantity «’if gold 
coins of all si s-.

The tirs* dancing of all Ghaw.cfl is simply 
moving about t* nie music and undulating 
the body. Then waves of motion are made 
to run nom  head to fit t ,  and over these 
waves pass with incredible rapidity the 
ripples and thrills, as you have seen a great 
billow in a breeze look like a smaller sea 
ribbed with a thousand wavelets. AH is 
done in perfect time with the music. I’heu 
the air changes and there is a vari ition in 
the dance. The girl stops—she becomes 
immovable below the body and m >ves only 
the body above, rocking and »waving, ox« 
pressive of suffering from intense’ passiou. 
At times, and ia time with the music, a con
vulsion thrills the waist, arms aud bead, 
and sometimes the muscles. She becomes 
quiet; but if you observe closely the move
ment. passion and exertion are not less ju
teuse. and tie* breasts continue to move as 
if vitality remained in them alone; perhaps 
only one throbs violently.

There ;■» another change, and the dancer, 
sinks slowly almost to ber knees, as if over
powered with passion, while the arms sweep 
in singular bu*. graceful gestures. Perhaps 
she •‘waves*’ slowly in a walking dance, 
muring the lower paît of ber body forward 
more aud more with a vigorous quiver!tig, 
and once in ten seconds starting with a con
vulsion which gradually becomes more fre
quent until she apparently yield» and ex
pires.

The girl a t Girgeb performed » Very 
pretty  daue«, which was quite a poem 
Placing a cup. symbolic of temptation, on 
the ground, she danced around it ia a stvle 
which was perfectly Spanish, turning the 
body and siukiug low with great grace and 
exquisite art. The cup appeared to exer 
ci.se a terrible fascination, and she seemed 
afraid to drain it. The fear was perfectly 
acted. Five times without aid Irom her 
arms she almost lay ou tho ground, with 
her thirsty lip* ju s t dallying with the edge, 
and then rising swept in dance, and thrilled, 
and shivered, and lurued, and sank again. 
Tho sixth time she had completed a circle, 
aud. no longer able to resist, she approached 
the cup with throbs and pauses, end then 
without using her hands lilted it from the 
ground with her lips alone, draining it as 
she rose, and. the tragedy of temptation 
being over, merrily danced about tlm room 
in quick step, with her head thrown back, 
holding the cup all the time in her mouth.

Then the elder girl placed a cup on. her 
head, and danced tor a long time a great 
variety of movements without letting it 
fall, the same being done in turn by the 
younger. I did not see, however, as mv 
fellow .travelers did on another occasion, 
dancing girls who, while dancing, made 
cups run trom the head down the side ot 
the face, along the aim s and back, as a 
skilled Hercules in a circus makes cannon 
balls travel around him. This is, however, 
rather juggling than dancing. Sometimes 
a stick is used in these performances. Some
times the two girls dance a duo; and I have 
seen this made quite as improper, though 
not so sickly sentimental, as in any opera 
bouse in Europe, when the  ballerina tails 
back iDto the mal * object’s arm, eveing hiui 
w ith a leering smile, wbi'e she lifts «Je leg 
to the gallery.

There a re ^ ’Awaüui and 'Awalim, ami 
Ghawazi ami Ghawazi. Some an* mere 
peasant girls, who work by d iy  and dance 
by night, ami others are low caste, and 
dance coar.-ely, with a male jester taking 
occasional part in the performances, as I 
saw at Luxor. I am fold tha t the best are 
to be seen in Cairo in the grand harems on 
great festival occasions. Their style of 
dancing is the same tha t prevails, with va
riations. all over the East, and the great 
difference between it and that of the West

is simply that the one consists principally 
of  expressive movement and pantomime of 

‘he body, while the latter is chii fly jumpiug 
with the legs. There is just the same dif
ference in their dancing and ours th a t there 
is in the music: and the Oriental is physi
cally quite as difficult as the other.

When I was on the Nile I gave the Oha- 
wazi the name ot “ Wavers," as expressive 
of their movements. Loug may they wave’

( In i i t e n  T r e a s u r e s .

The Carrollton (Georgia) Times, of De- 
* ember 13, tells this story, which has set all 
the region thereabouts in a flurry:

Ju st after the close of the war. a gentle
man by the name of Bostwick. living m the 
State of Alabama, came to this place, ami 
alter remaining here several days, acting ia 
rather mysterious manner, having failed ia 
the accomplishment of his visit, stated puli 
licly just before leaving, that his object 
here was to discover tho whereabouts ot a 
large amount of gold coin, which was re 
ported to have been buried near here. How 
he got possession of hu  information we hare  
not been able to learn, but his tale, as told 
to some of our citizens, ran thus: That ;ust 
aoout the breaking out ot the late war a 
wealthy Virginian, anticipating that the 
war would bring out an abolition ot slaverv. 
sent two of his nephews, young men, South 
for the purpose of selling his negroes, and 
converting the proceeds into gold co n. 
This the young men did in accordance with 
the old gentleman’s wishes. *Le entire 
amount ot the sale panuiug out in the bard 
stuff. $40,000 in gold coin.

On their return to Virginia, the young 
men. it appears, passed through this county, 
and when not tar from this place conceived 
the idea of appropriating his money to tbeir 
own use. or iu modern parlance.’of “ put
ting it where it would do the most good' — 
that is to themselves a t some future day. if 
they should be so fortunate as to five 
through the gigantic revolution which was 
th nn looming up Carrying the idea into 
execution, they determined to bury the gold 
four mile- northeast of Carrollton, on what 
is known as the old Carroll ton road, and 
but a hundred or two yards from it. Re
turning to Virginia, they reported to their 
uncle that they had been robbed, and to 
give plausibility to their tale, said that the? 
had not only lost the gold for which the 
negroes bad been sold, but also their gold 
watches, which the sequel proves was stated 
to have beeu put iu the box with the buried 
gold.

Soon after thf-.r return, the tale goes, 
these youug men mined the Virginia army, 
aud one of them was killed a t the battle of 
Seven Pines, and the other, later in the 
war, died a t some one of the hospitals in 
Richmond. Ju st before dying, however, 
be called the steward of the hospital to his 
bedside, and told him he had a secret to 
impart before his death. He then told hint 
about the sale of his uncle's negroes bv 
bis brother and himself, uud the
burial ot the gold, togther with their 
wati Lies, and the statem ent to their 
uncle of having been robbed, etc.. in
forming the steward that if he could hud ;t 
lie might have it. He then gave the stew 
ard  a minute description of where the treas
ure was hid. telling him it was four miles 
northeast ot herel on the Villa Rica road, 
about 1-W yards on '.he right, of the road, 
near u swamp, ut the foot of a  white oak 
tree, about a foot and a  halt iu diameter, 
which was bla-ed on the roots, and upon 
Which the le tte r .I was cut.

During the past week we have bail a re
vival ot this Captain Kidd sensation in its 
most exaggerated form. On last Saturdnv 
evening, about dusk as Sir li. Harris, who 
lives out on t! e ohl Carrollton road, some 
four miles northeast of here, was back of 
his house, gathering lightwood. he came 
across two horses tied in a  pine thicket, 
and looking around he discovered a tuaa 
sitting by a tree and another, a iu tle  farther 
oft, lying on the ground. Believing that 
these parties were here for no good, that 
tliev were horse thieves or something worse, 
he hastened home, and having secured h:s 
owu stock. W e n t over t o  some of his n e a r 
est neighbors uud posted them, so that they 
might be -»n tlie watch II« was gone upon 
bis errand some two or three hours, ami. 
Upon his return to his house his wife in
formed him tha t she had seen two men 
nearing a torch come tip from the direct. >a 
of the place where he had noticed the par
ties in (lie evening, and tii.it upon getting 

the road they had mounted their horses 
and rode ia the diteefion o f Carrollton. 
Plus occurred about two oh look in ’lie night.

.Mr Harris, with several of lift) neighbors, 
next morning went down to the place where 
he had seen the tuen the evening before, 
and upon getting there they discovered 
th a t there had been a good «lea! of digging 
roundabout, and a t about eight feet from 
the root of a white o ik tree they discovered 
one hole which particular!v a ttracted  a t 
tention. This hole was atiou* three feet 
deep and a foot and a half wide, ami a t the 
bottom them was a  flat stone and every ap
pearance tha t a box or barrel had iiit.-lv 
been removed from ir. ! pon the tree there 
was the letter “J .  * and also some other 
marks, which are not intelligible. Of 
course, tliis discovery revived the memory 
of the buried gold in this vicinity, it 
being yet fm-di in the recoüectkia ot all 
living iu tha t neighbor!) 
the parties were whom 
and Who are  supposed to 
digging or: Saturday night, 
tery. The holes were 
these two men after Mr. II 
ss there was no sign of any digging then. 
Jim  1‘opc, ot this place, who went our upou 
that road Saturday night for some purpose, 
says th a t lie met two men about seven or 
eight o'clock, whom lie took to  i>e two Jew* 
horse-drovers, who had been in Carrollton 
several days the first of the mouth. Thev 
were riding pretty  fast, ho says, and were 
coming in tins direction. Mr. Harris* do- 
scriptum »if tie* men also corresponds with 
the horse drovers, and it ts pretty generally 
believed that they t\« i« the part*.-- win*did 
tie* digging and got the treasure. any 
was found.

A good many "uve visited the ;>!aoe in the 
last tew days, and tin- gi-uetaf impression i* 
that there was certainly something found 
in the bole, whether if I *, )(I0 tji gold or not 
is another thing As to w ho tins parties 
were who did the digging, there not 
much agreement of opinion A great many 
whom wo base conversed w ith do not be
lieve the horse-drovers were the tuen, as 
they passed through here <»a {:»st 'flic;'-day 
ou their return to A tlanta.

TH E COMPACT.

B peak. I t ru ly  g iv e  y o u  heed , 
s .i we se rv e  eav h  o tl ie i 'a  need , 
f w ho w rite , a u d  y o u  w ho  reaik

W as it Love, tfie nam e we n am e d *  
s lau  we sp e a k  it u n a sh a m e d  I 
T o u c h  th e  sa c re d  a r k  u u b iau ied  !

W e ar we p u rp le  robe  an d  v e s tu re . 
Aud w ith  p riiic e ly  g a it  a n d  g e a tu r»  
P o  w e c la im  th e  p ro u d  iu v estu re .'

r a n  ? nobly  g iv e  an d  t a k e f  
Are you  t ru e  en o u g h , to  b re a k  
B ut oue c o m p a c t, for m y  sak e  ?

W ith  y o u r so u l's  in te g ri ty .
H a t se ren e , e re c t  au d  free.
(  a a  w e love r ig h t  te n d e rly  ?

• very  lo v e 'i  a  t r in ity .
An l »lie m y stic  oue iu T h re e .
■ is God, a  id  you , a u d  m e.

W e in av  '.  i . r -  th e  ho ly  nam e.
• '.»im t a e  g o o ) w ith  u rg e n t c la im .
• e t v -e r  a t  H .s ; au c h  of dam e.

•I» the* i 
S ’m p e fa 
C rum ble!

» n e t b ra v e  an d  iu sf, 
til a n d  noble t r u s t  
b ac k  to  tooiieli d u s t .

P a re  w e d e se c ra te  th e  sTuine,
W ith  u ::r p a l t r y  m in e  au d  tlr.n«  
W h ile  He p o u rs  ; h B sa c re d  w ine ■*—

To:! a n d  t ra v a il  i 
T o  g a r n e r  s to re  of 
W itn  His m an n a At

t l ie  h e a t 
o rn  am i wheat

m  fe e t !

R a th e r  m ee t iu  w o r th y  g iv ing .
A id in  g en e ro u s  re ce iv ing , 
c o r  t a e  h e ig h ts  o f  uoble liv ing  —

W aiting  
By th e  i

fe a rle ssly , r e s e n d s  — 
a n n a  t h a t  He sei da 
i kn o w  it w e b e  fr ie n d s.

»»»«i. As ft* will*
Mr. H an §aw.

have <!■>Q0  the
f. ’.» Vet * tn>>*
•rtainly »ii»j  ̂ by
larri* suv? them

T h e  O u t l e t  o f  t h e  t t f . r ,
Tho Senate Commerce Committee Tester, 

•lay beard Senators West aud Wtndoni and 
Representative Stanard on the extortionate 
policy pursued by the pilots and towboat 
owners a t the mouth of the Mississippi 
river. During a considerable period these 
men have interfered with Tree navigation 
by abetting the obstruction ot the  chanuol 
dredged by tli« United States, and thus 
compelling boat masters for safe entrance, 
to give them employment and large pay
ments to carry them fe New Orleans. The 
army engineers have frequently cal led atten 
tion t<* this serious interference with the 
works tinder their supervision. I t is as 
serted that when no other tut ans sufficed, 
a boat would be towed into the tnaiueban- 
nsl. and then •’accidentai” injury would 
compel its sinking jijst a t the point Where 
a sand liar w ould most readily form, la  
accordance with the suggestions o f these 
gentlemen, a bill was reported making ;t a 
penal offense for these parties to willfully 
obstruct the channel way. and directs their 
prosecution in the courts ot adm iralty. The 
Secretary of W ar is given supreme control 
over the works, nud is directed to carry 
out the provisions of tlie bill.— »«''A*/ *• 
Kepublicu*, Jan »ary 5IJ.

How to t  heek S ea rlft F ever.
“ Stamping out” is the new and signiiieant 

process ior the arrest o f many diz-eases. 
and iu none« un it be more effectually em
ployed than scarlet fever. This should, of 
course, inelnd« isolation. All cases should 
be promptly reported to the health author
ities, under heavy penalties for neglect, aad 
all occurring among persons ungbi« to 
attord seclusion, should l>o taken care ot -a* 
public expense in appropriate hospitals, at 
sale distances from populous neighbor
hoods. And the rich should be compelled 
to provide seclusion in isolated rooms for 
eases occurring among them, or else relin
quish the care of them to the health au- 
thorities, and be subject to the necessary 
costs. All clothes used by the patients 
should be disinfected or destroyed. W ater 
closets, cesspools and drain- attached to 
the hospitals and dwellings of the sick 
should be thoroughly disinfected- 
tarian for February.

L ittle  Xn.-iiniy ( 'len ien t.
Mari: Twain is n Missouri boy. Long 

years ago. when our good State was looked 
upou by some as a bowliug wilderness by 
the amoitious scions of Down E ast Land 
aud otherwhere, the Clemmons stock came 
hither The white-topped emigrant wagon 
tha t bore tne precious cargo trom the old 
homestead iu Tennessee arrived in good 
condition and made a halt among the fair 
nilis of the good old county of Monroe 
Then it was fuat the father looked abroad 
upou the strange laud, bad faith in its 
golden promises, and said, “ It is well.” To 
ward the southern portion of the county 
aud a t the junction of the south and middle 
forks of Sait river, stauds the little town of 
Florida, which, a t that time—nearly fifty 
years ago—contained a population approxi
mating a hundred souls. Here it was that 
the fond father and tender mother ended 
their journeying, pitched their tent aud 
erected their household altars: and here it 
was tha t Samuel Langhoru Clemens—our 
renewed “Mark Twain"—was born.

The town of Florida was never an ex 
tremely prepossessing place in appearanc 
aud at the time the curly-headed little 
Sammy claimed it for a home, offered hut 
lew advantages. On the one side was the 
rocky bank ami saudy shoals of Salt river, 
whither the village boys went on summer 
afternoons in puisuit ot catfish and tad 
pole-. or to indulge in the dangerous luxury 
of a swim. On the other side was soma ex
cellent specimens of Missouri tim ber—the 
well known families of oak, shell-bark 
hickory, black walnut and others bein; 
well represented, while further on tiie land 
scape was interspersed with an occasional 
corn field, an unpretending farm house, a 
glimpse o f prairie, a paw-paw grove, a 
patch of well patronized hazel brush. The 
town itself boasted «{ no such modern in- 
novation us a eliurcii edifice, and the good 
people Worship -it in a little  temple ol 
hewn timber, which subserved the double 
purpose of a place for teaching the “ young 
idea" and expounding tic* living tru th  to 
the more advanced sinner.

Florida ha* never been blessed with  the
ad vantages ot a railway; the  snorting iron- 
horse Las never yet startled the inhabitants 
by its midnight screech, and a t that time 
not even the weekly stage lighted up the 
village by its welcome approach; but the 
tuai! was carried by n boy ou horseback, 
who showed himself about twice a month. 
The village boasted tho usual number: 
there was the •'tavern," with creaking eigu 
and ainp’e barn, for no traveler came there 
without his “ beast:” there was the black
smith shop, with sparks living out of tlie 
open door, tha t Samuel used to watch with 
expanded pupils,in lieu ot a i-ircu.-i for no 
demoralizing “ show*' had ever spread it* 
flaming bills ns a luring bait to catch The 
exem plary youug Floridians, Clemens, the 
elder, “ kept store” on the main street, aud 
his dazzling arj-uy* o f field and household 

! goods was never passed b v the farm-woman 
- with lier butter or spring chickens, «or yet 
1 by tlie more pretentious denizeus ot the» ity 

who came "down town" to 4o a  lift'«* chop
ping.

H.s oldest son. Orion, Wh» Jarg® rnougTi 
to assist to some extent with some of the 
lighter chore* about tlie störet such as to  
bring from the •’lott” some desired article, 
run to the door and assist the ladies *'down” 
from their horses, sweep out the store, etc ; 
bur t be littlf* red headed, freckled-faced 
bam thinned Li* butternut pants and home
made straw ha; tiom  day to  day, and set 
out iu good season to spend the ri sy-winged 
Lours with The village boys as pleasure di*. 
tateil or taste inclined. Often might Jus 
bare feet be heard pattering ia the dusty 
highway; often might bis curly red hood be 
seen iu a group o f  others, bent on the 
robbing of sum* matron bird, or quartered 
beneath tho umbrageous canopy of a w al
n u t tree, engaged iu a social game ot 
“ mumble peg," aud again might the em 
bronie author, lecturer and traveler he seer 
with his trowsers rolled above his knees 
wading iu tho shallow, miniature suuuds of 
fSj.lt river.

Ah! that was his “ Golden age;*’ and 
•’roughing It*’ had never been experienced 
by that veritable “ innocent a t”—home. The 
leaves which floated on the creek were the 
only ships he had ever seen; the school- 
lio'.i-o* and his mother's bedroom the “lec
ture” rooms; the oak, the sycamore and 
elm. the k'Tigs, dukesj aud lords which 
bowed to him. llis  greatest task was to 
drive borne the cows at night; bis loftiest 
ambition to attain the highest limb of the 
cherry tree, and bis richest reward for otig 
mal jokes and pranks a sound “spanking” 
fr-nu bis conscientious mother. Samuel was 
born in tlie year 18J5, aud was “next to” 
the youngest child.

When be was some six or eight years of 
age bis father removed to Hannibal, first 
engaging in mercantile pursuits, and then 
the law, and finally achieved an houorable 
position on the bench. But, somehow, 
times went wrong with him—he lost what 
little property he had accumulated, and 
th» n died.

Mrs. Clemens was left a widow with four 
children — Orion, Uamela. Samuel aud 
Henry—and it required all her tact and 
good management to provide for herself 
and family. She took in a few boarders, 
her daughter Pamela gave music lessons, 
Orion startet! a weekly newspaper, and 
Sammy was apprenticed in the printing’ 
office ft» acquire a knowledge of the “art 
preservative.’* Though Sam was regarded, 
even then, a* something ot a wit, be was 
not considered so precocious or talented as 
iiis younger bretlier, Henry, and oftentimes 
was ht« reprimanded by his good mother for 
liia ill-timed levity and disposition tow ard 
“silline ss”  and practical jokes.

A lter a time Miss Pamela Clemens JnaT* 
tied Mr*. Mollet; (Irion was earning a re 
spectable livelihood, and, as times seemed 
promising, the enterprising Sam concluded 
be would “ strike out” a little in tho world. 
Accordingly, be (racked bis valise, (tutting 
iu hi* tine shirt, Sunday pants, fine tooth 
comb, a  bottle of pomatum, bis white hand
kerchief amt 'totlier vAst. and a t the age of 
eighteen set liis lace bftively ami proudly 
toward tho “ Future Great City.” There 
was no grand reception given upon Ins a r
rival, no toast drank; his itam*> was not 
chronicled in  all or even any Of the papers, 
nor was be interviewed by a single reporter, 
in  short, there  was no ovation. St, Louis 
«iiii not • ovate'* Worth a rent,

i«iit Sam Clemens, after depositing bis 
*'*rpet Back a t  a « heap hotel, wandered 
down Main, meeting a thousand people,qiot 
(im: of whstn recognized him or seemed to  
care a  snap for Tlie loneliness and desola
tion tha t loomed up and seemed to be grow 
in g in  him. And tuen he thought of Han- 
uiiial ami home. B ut he was b^ave. He 
stopped hefero a high building with some 
figures and things away up on the end, like 
the inscription on a tombstone, and after a 
short pause proceeded up ever so many 
flightshot stairs, and then asked for the 

uuhs. \ \  ell. he had a “ job,” first in one 
pun ting  office and then in another. After
ward be took it iuto his head that naviga
tion was the one thing that could satisfy
flit» pruvintTo of V.. -, « —, l!* :  ■ .. S

late as 18»H we again find our hero ia 
Nevada, where his uncle had been ap
pointed to a judgeship, and Sam was 
made private secretary. I t  was in this parr 
of tlie country th a t he picked up much of 
the material trom which he afterw ard pro 
duced his popular work. “Roughing It."

His subsequent career is too well known 
to require recapitulation. I t  falls not within 
the province of this reporter to write Mark's 
history, bat simply to have a little chat 
with the Times readers about the bov's 
earlier days.

f t  is uot out of place, to remark, in con 
elusion, that “ JIaik  Twain" is pre-cminentiv 
a self-inadannan. His whole term of school 
days would not amount to more than a 
year. “A prophet is not vfitlaout honor, 
save ia bis own country;” but if the sons 
ami daughters of Missouri failed to see in 
Sam Clemens anything above mediocrity, 
they ought to know that Maik Twain suc
ceeded tu calling forth enthusiastic applause 
from iu v̂ lords and ladic« of tlie nobilitv; 
aud it the one pair of bright eyes m Mis
souri toward which he Jookcd as tho Mecca 
<>t his earthly happiness appreciated but 
uooriy the homage of oue without attrac- 
ti»n or distinction, another fair lady, re
siding in Eimira, New York, possessing 
weaitu. beauty, talent und high position", 
was proud to accept the band of the cele
brated humorist and lecturer, aud became 
bis happy wife.

J ame anil fortune now smiled upon our 
whilom Missouri printer boy; his mother 
a u l  sister, both widowed, are furnished 

Ii a beautiful home iu Fredouia, New 
York: trie rich have courted him, the great 

glad to know him, and all do him hom
age. Iiis new book is pronounced a suc
cess, and his lecture season ot this winter 
in England is an ovatiou.

It may be said that, while “some are born 
,Teat, and some have greatness thrust upon 

them." soute others thrust themselves upou 
greatness, it is surer aud safer to be found 
as Mark was, with the la tte r nunibet; for 
where, in all tho wide world, is there any
thing that succeeds like succt ss?—.V« Louis 
Time.s. " 9

Knot) Snakes.
fFroin the G'iminuati G azette , j 

It is a common belief in the rural dis
tricts of many of our States that there ex
ists (or existed) a serpent called tlie “hoop 
snake," which, having no tangs, is supplied 
as a substitute with a sting in its tail. It 
derives its name from the alleged pecu
liarity Ot term ing-a circle by touching its 
head to its tail aud rolling over the ground 
with great rapidity. It is, moreover, 
affirmed tha t if it strikes its stiug into a 
tree the tree will die. Scientific men have 
killed plants by inoculating them with 
poison from the fangs ot snakes, but tho 
stories about the hoop snake are generailv 
regarded bj them as fabulous. There a p 
pears, however, to be good ground fur th ink 
ing the popular idea to he tounded on fact, 
however much it may be exaggerated.

A respectable young physician of Eastern 
Ohio brought to the Gazette office, one day. 
a box containing a snake about two and a 
half feet loDg, which he hail captured in a 
hunting excursion in West Virginia. The 
reptile was of a light flesh color, with pink 
eyes and a dark gray line running along 
the back. Its neck was much smaller than 
the resto f the body, giving it somewhat the 
shape of one of the long German cologne 
bottles. Its tail bad mien crushed off m 
getting it out of a pile of rocks, into which 
it had fled lrom its captors, hut our visitor 
told us that previous to this it crawled into 

Irei*. T)n being driven down it struck tho 
huntsm an’s dog with its tail, and th»» anim ai 
died ;u a very lew minutes.

A gentleman familiar with \\*cst Virginia 
animals and reptiles, informs us that he has 
seen this variety of snake, which i«if late 

ars has become rare; that it is p ro b ab ir 
tin-variety  known as the Loop snake, foi, 
though not actually trundling itseli along, 
it fa:.--.is its body iu a very high arch as i* 
moves. Ta addition to its stiug, it has con 
striction powers, being stroug enough f#- 
crush small animals aud birds in its folds 
The specimen shown to us matiitjÿ-ted tins 
peculiarity, and would twine around his 
•aptor's arm, as he told us, ami squeeze it 
juito tightly. Its bead, unltke that of other 

tanged snakes, was not flat or triangular# 
but quite round on the top.

The Rev. Edward Fontaine, in bis lertur* 
•m » The Physical Geography of the Missis 

ippi River," describes two dangerous kinds 
»1 sting snakes, differing 

appearance from the one » 
ven an account. He sa„
They have been found 

\ \  ahonia counties, MissiAippi, and in Tr 
Vis «.'utility# Texas. I had two of them m in,* 
possession iu Austin, in I8.VJ. They ha;*» 

is») been found in fit. Mary parish, Louisi
ana. an»l they are numerous on the banks 11? 
tin» lower Mississippi, in I’luquemines paj 
ish* One variety is a shining, brown-black 
textile, about five feet long and fivi* inebca 
a circumference when fully grown, with # 
mali head and large neck. Underneath# 

The body is marked like a hackgamniotk 
board ,o r tasselated pavement, with alteiji 
liât» »! squares of reddish yellow au>4 blacl*. 
While crawling, or lying basking’ und.» 
tufbctj# the tail looks like that of most othe^ 
snakes, long and tapering,' but sligliTlt» 
blunted at tli«- point; but when it Js irritate»#
:t thrusts out a keen, black sting, two and it 
hall inches in length, with which ft strike# 
instantly, like the sting ray , will# gfeat a* 
curacy and force. *

Another variety is found in Tîu- cîeTta 4»f 
Louisiana, one of which was sent by J-udg».
SicIIlienny to the Academy of Sciences ot 
New Orleans. He resides upon Averv’s 
island, ia  St. Mary parish, »»'here ho dis
covered it, and where lie lias since fourni 
specimens of the black kind. It is of a 
golden yellow color, banded with black 
splashes, which gives it a hideous appear 
unce. But lew eau look upon the hideous 
reptile, five feet loi g and six iuchesin circum
ference, armed witn a stiug two and ball 
inches long, strong and keen as a sailor’s 
need»», without a shuddering sensation of 
antipathy and dread.

I described these snakes to Professor 
Agassiz in October, IStiS, and he told me 
that be had never heard of them except in 
t he popular legends of tho ignorant about 
hoop snakes, which are based upon the real 
existence ol these reptiles. They are cer
tainly capable of inflicting a mortal wound 
upon man or beast, yet I iiavo never known 
a single individual killed or wounded bv

two dangerous kinds t  
Bring materially tii: I
is of wliicji w.r «agi» I 
says* . i
ml in PontotoSWml T

the cravings of his ambition, and we fintl 
him, as pilot, plying up and down the river 
between S t, Loui% and Jfew Orleans.

Mr. Fontaine says tha t neither of these 
reptiles resemble tue jointed snake, a, harm 
less creature, which lias a horny c u r ti la e  
a t the end of its tail. We have seen a- 
speckled adder which bad a small daw , like 
a cat s, a t the end of its tail; whether poi
sonous or not we are unable to say. It is 
quite evident, from the tacts given above, 
tba t there is more foundation lor a widely 
spread idea respecting the hoop-snake than 
the learned have been willing to concede.

Do t h e  Deait Know  E a c h  O t h e r #
Alike to prince and peasant, this most t*  

teresting question is a m atter of the deepen« 
interest and of the greatest anxiety. And 
yet, while we have no positive knowledge 
on the subject, it would seem to rob o u «  
hopes of the future of their great charnu M 
feel that we should never again recognize 
tui1! loved ones who b;ivc gone before ue.

It is well known tha t Queen Victoria b a t 
cherished ber grief over me loss of her bus» 
band, Prince Albert, even to tliis day, witlj 
almost its pristine freshness aud poignant'?,
I be London Telcijraph says:

* Dr. Gumming, in a sermon whîtTi 1* 
preached a t the Scotch National Church, 
Convent Garden, last night, related an is 
stance of the interest manifested bv tin» 
Queen in the sermons which arc preached 
before her majesty. Some time since ha 
delivered a discourse liefere the Queen iipot# 
tue cognizance of the departed dea»l #? 
what transpires iu the world. The sermon 
being over, her majesty came up aud  
thanked him forthediscour.se, rem arking 
th a t from it she hail received great consola» 
tion, and concluding by reminding h im -'f 

tex t from which he bad preached i t  J * »  
lies som e^ears previously#”» *-• —•------•
. Agassiz believed in the immortaTiff #»t ti.* 

l?ymg things, according to a writer#u th# 
J»0 ston Globe. A scientific friend once sai»i 
to Tom, as they were examining a jelly fi.-J# 
"Agassiz, the play of the organization is sa 
woudeçful th a t it seems to me that no th in / 
out iiiiad can account for it.” “ You a :» 
right, w (s his answer, “ in some incompre
hensible wSiy, God Almighty lias created 
these beings,.and X can not doubt of their 
immortality it^y  more than 4 doubt w i  
own.”

!• lax culture isnu\v un im portant tt#(iusfl^
ia the Northweet# \
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