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by the hundreds throughout the South since 
the war becanse they were Republicans. 
This is a known and palpable fact, sworn to 
in thousands of cases, and of record from
one end of the Union to the other, and 
could not be hid under a bushel from the 
Northern eye and the Northern mind. This 
1 know from personal knowledge has been 
the case throughout North Louisiana since 
the war, but was more particularly the case 
pending the presidential campaign of 1868. 
The assassination of Meadows, of Claiborne, 
was about the beginning of it, followed 
almost immediately by the massacre in Bos­
sier; but all along through that year, from 
April to the election in November, loyal 
men were slain by the wholesale and in de 
tail—mainly colored mcu.

The mind rests now upon one single 
characteristic example and sample, to which 
I must allude specially and specifically. It 
occurred near the residence of Senator Al­
len Greene, on the road from Vienna to Ho­
rner. There were two colored families liv 
ing together near a small stream called 
Walnut creek, about one mile and a half 
from Senator Greene's. These poor freed- 
men had an hurutde but frugal home, and 
were living happily, and'to some degree 
prosperously. They bad good land to cul­
tivate, and had good health, and plenty “to 
eat and wear.” Senator Greens was to 
them a good neighbor, a» he has been uni­
formly most kind and obliging to all freed- 
tnen within his reach. But finally, one 
dark and unfortunate night, there came to 
the humble but happy home o f these hum­
ble black men a crowd of disguised crea-

paasM or tickets of safe ty  to freed  men. 
Now, just think of the fairness and honor­
ableness of this thing—free men in a free
country to be compelled to procure passes
from their neighbors in order to be enabled 
to live and move in safety among their fel­
lows! But this was a Democratic device— 
this a fair sample oi Democratic fairness. 
These passes were given out to such freed- 
men as could be induced to say they would 
rather vote the Democratic ticket than die 
the death of a dog at the hands of the as 
sassin. The members of the ‘‘clan" were 
thus iustructed by these tickets of safety 
not to kill these poor freedmen, because 
they had promised to vote the Democratic 
ticket, and were completely cowed and un­
der Democratic control. And it was so; 
for neaily every freeman throughout North 
Louisana did so vote, as a matter of course, 
through a degree of terror and fraud never 
before exercised or known at the bailor, 
box to any civilized or uncivilized land or 
country upon earth.

Some of these tickets of safety arostilj 
extant, and could be produced, with the 
official signatures o f prominent eitize 
whose cheeks would now tinge at their 
sight; for, verily, I  suppose they are now 
indeed heartily ashamed of their lout and 
most infamous work; and, I  trust, have 
thoroughly repented o f their folly and 
wickedness, in sackcloth and ashes. I util 
they do so, they wil! never receive forgive­
ness. either of God or just men.

And yet, with all these facts before the 
country, about as well known then as now, 
Congress counted the electoral vote of Lou-
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I  come now to the most infamous political 
campaign that ever transpired in America, 
or in any other country—that is, the presi­
dential contest of 1868, when Seymour and 
Blair were the Democratic candidates, 
against Grant and Colfax, the Republican 
candidates. The rascalities and heathenish 
brutalities which enabled the rebel Democ­
racy of North Louisiana to carry the vote 
for their candidates, have been plainly fore 
shadowed in the preceding chapters of these 
sketches. The land hud become dotted 
with tho new-made graves of loyal men, 
mostly negroes, who had been murdered 
and assassinated in cold and fiendish blood 
by those who had taken a midnight secret 
oath that colored men should never again 
vote, unless they voted the Democratic tick­
e t—who had taken mean and cowardly secret 
oaths to murder their political opponents 
in cold blood rather than be outvoted on 
election day. And besides these new made 
graves, which dotted in reproach and dis

men—masked and disguised. They were 
armed with deadly weapons, and. 
they meant death, were prepared for 
murder. They wer« White men, and 
had in the past fed and fattened and pros, 
pered upon “slave labor.” But now the 
negro was freed and enfranchised, and he 
must die. These masked murderers entered 
the humble cabin of these poor freedmen- 
and made them prostrate themselves upon 
the floor on their faces until they could 
blindfold them, for the infamous devils 
could not bear to be seen and recognized 
even for n moment by the poor creatures 
they were so soon to put to death, showing 
that they had just a little shame left, but 
not enough to wink a redemption of their 
souls from a merited damnation; showing, 
however, mnch more of assassin cowardice 
than real shame, for all assassin» are base 
cowards.

These two poor freedmen were thus led 
forth from their frightened and screamin' 
families, blindfolded in the dark of night, 
to the banks of the little stream near their 
humble home—a home which but recently 
had been so happy, but now. alas! rendered 
so miserable and desolate—and made to lie 
upon the cold, damp ground, face down­
ward. while the assassins deliberately shot 
their brains out.

tio, at least, the assassins thought. But 
only one proved to be dead. The ball had 
glanced around the skull of the other, and

Congress at the time, and remember must 
distinctly and vividly, what occurred when 
Louisiana was called ia the count. There 
was a moment's pause for Consultation- 
Prominent and leading Republican mem­
bers came to my desk to consult what to do. 
I related to them, in a moment, the 
true statu» of the ease—told them that 
when they voted to count tho electoral 
vote of Louisiana for Seymour and Blair, 
they would vote to countenance murder 
and fraud most foul, and would aid and 
abet crime a» black as hell. They ail 
agreed that it was a bad case—acknowledg­
ed that they knew it was just as l  stated— 
but as no official investigation had been 
had, many of them hardly kne w what else 
to do but to vote to couut lor the Democ­
racy, as the returns had so come up. I  
shall never forget the scornful and just re­
ply of General Butler: " When a man 
knocks me down,” said he, “ I  do tiot think 
it my duty to stop to enquire as to legal 
forms.” I thought so too, and accordingly 
voted, with some sixty others, not to count 
the electoral vote of Louisiana for Seymour 
and Blair, as I knew such a count to he a 
swindle and a lie.

Another excuse for this count which 
some Republican members gave, was the 
fact that it would not change the general 
result, as General Grant was overwhelm­
ingly elected anyway. But I  thought then, 
and still thrnk such reason or excuse not

being thus stunned and feigning death to only not tenable, but positively criminal
perfection he was left for dead, but soon 
recovered and slipped away and informed 
his neighbor. Greene, what had happeued. 
Assistance was procured and the dead man 
was buried on the identical spot where his 
brains were shot out by the midnight 
masked assassins, who had taken an oath

and debasing, and I do positively believe 
that this very act of tho Fortieth Congress 
in thus unjustly counting the electoral vote 
of Louisiana for the rotten and murderous 
Democracy, has occasioned the murder of 
many good and true men in our .State since 
that time, for such acts encourage assas-

BT C. P . CKASi.H.

‘ The tiras shall come when men no more
Khali deem  th e  sin  t h a t  b lig h ts  th e  e a r th  
A ta in t  in h e r ite d  a t  b ir th ,

A corse forever to endure—

‘‘Shall see th a t  from  one com m on ro o t 
M ust sp rin g  th e  b e t te r  and th e  w orse.
And seek  to  c u re  before th e y  c u rse  

T h e t r e e  t h a t  d ro p s i ts  so m iy  fru it.

“ For God m u st love, th o u g h  m en shou ld  h a te  
T h e vine w hose m iidew  b lig h ts  its  g ra p e t 
Ar.d h e  sh all g ive a  fa ire r shape 

To lives defo rm ed  by  e a r th ly  fa te .

“ Ob p ra .se  him  n o t th a t  on a  th ro n e  
Of g lo ry  u sau p ro acb e d  he s its .
N or deem  a slav ish  fear befits 

T h e ch ild  a  F a th e r  ca lls  h is  own.

“ Bur p ra ise  him  th a t  in e v e rv  th ri l l  
• >t life h is  b re a th  is in o u r lungs.
And m oves o n r h e a rts  an d  tu n e s  o u r  t-ongue. 

H ow e'er rebellious to  his will.

“ P raise him  th a t  all a like  d 'in k  i«
A p o rtio n  ot th e  life d iv iue,
A lig h t w hose s tru g g lin g  soul beam s sh in*  

T h ro u g h  a ll  Ihe  hit o isg  m ists  ol t in .

“ For. soon* r  sh all th e  err b ra c in g  d ay .
T he a ir  th a t  folds us m  its  arm s,
T t e  m uri.iiur sun  t t.at c h e ers  an d  w arm s, 

Xiold back  th e ir  s e rv ic e , an d  d ec ay —

“ F ie  Oc.d who w rap s th e  u n iv erse
W illi love; sh/til let ti  e souls be m ade 
Vail lion : His om uiprosci ot aid  

O 'nruhad .w oU  b . a  h u m an  c u rse .”

M'SEM'E AM » *p m iT U A I.lS H .

t h a t  f r e e d m e u  s h o u ld  n o t  v o t e  u u Icb» t h e y  s in s  a n d  lead t h e m  t o  hop» f o r  a u d  r e a l l y

voted the Democratic ticket.
Aud there, upon the banks o f this little 

stream, that poor, murdered freedman sleeps 
the long and quiet sleep of death, the mur­
mur of the rippliug waters and the wind's

and very naturally expect sympathy and 
succor from th» federal arm. And such 
acts do amount to sympathy aud succor to 
assassins and murderers; just as at this mo- 
ment tho conduct of such men in Congress

grace almost the entire laud of North Lou sad moaning in the thick pine-tops, mingled I as Carpenter is lending aid and comfort
■ '  and direct inspiration to those ia Louisiana

who still would delight to murder men for 
a political difference ol opinion, and would 
hasten to do so if the way was just a little 
more clear and safe.

Now I know many leading Democrats 
throughout the State who testified under 
oath, with all the lights to which I have 
alluded to ‘‘flitting palpably before them.” 
that this presidential campaign of 1868 was 
perfectly “peaceable and fair” throughout 
North Louisiana and the entire State. Thev 
swore this with the tact glaring them in the 
face that in many parishes between the 
Ouachita and Red livers, where the parties 
were about equally divided, in a fair elec­
tion, on this occasion there was scarcely a 
vote cast for the Republican ticket—io some 
instances not a single one.

All which and singular proves, in tuv 
humble estimation at least, that the Dem 
ocratic conscience is not very tender nor 
very sound, but very decidedly elastic, and 
that the romance ol politics in the back- 
woods is far more real than imaginary. “If 
it were not so 1 would have to.d vou.”

isiana, hundreds if not thousands more had 
been thus slain who had been denied even 
the most humble burial, but who had been 
thrown into pools, sink holes and turbid 
streams, as food for reptiles, wild beasts 
and the fowls of tho air—poor creatures 
who had been more dishonored in their 
death than those who in ancient times were 
lid judged to die the death of an ass and to 
}>e dra<vn and quartered and cast, forth he 
j  ond the gates of Jerusalem

Dishonored, did 1 say ! Not so. The dis­
honor which was intended by their assassin 
slayers was to them all honor. It was their 
tirowning glory and should he remembered 
of them as the best commendation among 
till honorable men. To die for the right at 
the hands of the assassin may be a reproach 
to  tho human character in the aggregate, 
tu t  it is no reproach nor dishonor in au in 
dividual sense to the victim. The best of 
tnen aro sometimes murdered at the hands 
of the basest. In such cases tho memory of 
ihe dead is honored and revered, while 
tho assassin aud Bneaking murderer is 
loathed while living and execrated when 
•lead.

But the wonder is that men calling them­
selves honorable, and who are educated 
*iud refined to a high degree in some sense, 
sind move in what is termed tho highest 
»•irole of polite society, should in any way 
nr to any degree indorse or countenance 
euch infamous conduct. It is when con­
templating this deplorable fact that the 
lamentation of wonder naturally comes in; 
sind the deplorable romance of politics in 
the backwoods is verified and demonstrated 
When we remember that theso things occur, 
lind are countenanced, if not perpetated, 
«md openly indorsed by tbs so-cailed better 
»•lass of our country, simply and solely be 
••anse of tho difference of political opinion— 
lind that, too, upon tho poor, helpless and 
♦inproteoted portion of tho community— 
the unlettered and unarmed freedmen, who, 
tor ages past, toiled unrequited aud 
Without a murmur, aud nursed, and even 
suckled many of those who have thus 
•  lain or permitted them to he slain. For 
luind you, negro women as well as men 
have been murdered in the bloody days 
since the war in North Louisiana and 
throughout the South. And I should have 
mentioned the tact, when recording an ac­
count of the massacre in the parish of Bos­
s ie r .  that on that noted occasion some “gal­
lant" young lueu took two or three poor, 
Unoffending and totally helpless colored 
Women into the woods and hanged them to 
death. This most disgraceful and damnable 
laet was, il 1 mistake not, sworn to before 
au investigating committee. Aud it is 
enough to make every decent white man in 
the South hang his head in very shame— 
enough to make him prostrate himself upon 
the ground, with lips in tho dust, and cry, 
“ Unclean, unclean !”

And what should tho Northern man 
think or say for himself who stands alar 
oil, at a safe distance, with acts or words 
which would or could in any sense be con­
strued as indorsing, or in any way or to 
any degree countenancing, such damnable 
inlamy upon the human character ! \ \  hat 
should the world—the civilized and thris- 
t  anized w orld—say or think of such a man (
I think such a character should be cursed iu 
time and damned in eternity.

It need not he attempted to be denied 
that colored men and white men have been 
systematically murdered by the scores and

with a perpetual song ol birds, being his 
only requiem; and there shall he rest until 
the last trump shall sound, when lie shall 
arise again in his own proper person and 
appear before the judgment seat of God, 
face to face, in eternal condemnation of his 
base and black-hearted aud cowardly mur- 
derers. And then shall his soul fest there 
in eternal peace with God, while the black­
ened souls of his destroyers shall go down, 
down, to the “lowest hell and still a lower,” 
to meet their just reward among the black 
spirits of the damned!

And thi» is the party which Mr. Seymour 
headed for the presidency, and which the 
gallant Frank l ’. Blair represented on the 
ticket for tho vice presidency. And the 
chivalrous Captain G. William McCranie. 
editor of the Ouachita Telegraph, also took 
a place for Congress on the ticket of this 
honorable and most fair dealing and decent 
party in this noted campaign of 1868; and 
Judge William B. Egan, now of Shreveport, 
likewise took a prominent part on the Dem­
ocratic side on these memorable occasions, 
encouraging prominent lreedmon to 3esert 
their party and take tho stump against the 
Republican ticket; and having found just 
one ot this sort, hauled him from Homer to 
Monroe with himself in a buggy, and put 
into his mouth what to say of and against 
Blackburn and other absent Republicans 
w ho were in the way of his political promo­
tion.

And theso aro the pooplo and this the

T h e  C o n v ic tio n  o f  a 4 nmnmtiïHf,
The Paris correspondent of the Boston 

Saturday Evening Gate tie relates the fol­
lowing thrilling scene at a recent trial;

A woman named \  reeq nad oeen arrested 
for selling matches which had no stamp. 
She was about to he discharged, for the 
offense was not grave, when the .ast wit­
ness was introduced. She was a woman

party which prate of social equality and named Ledau. When she was to'd she 
cry out against Republicans lor wanting to 
see the negro educated and his rights ac­
corded him as a human being.

This poor freedman, who was thus In­
duced for the moment to take the stump 
against his party constantly came to me 
privately and protested ihat he was at heart 
a true Republican, and acted as he did only 
througtf fear. He said he had been threat­
ened aud frightened into seeming opposi­
tion to his party, and assured me that pis­
tols had been put into his hands with which 
to stay his political opponents—or ra.her 
his real political friends, the Republicans- 
but lie had hid the pistols, had laid them 
away, and was atraid even to touch them.
Thus did he frequently talk to me in secret 
and would even weep and beg my pardon 
and ask me to make explanations to h;s 
colored neighbors. I did so, and assured 
him I fully understood and appreciated his 
predicament, and had Bo complaints To 
make against him ami l'or him ju* hard 
thoughts.

And this was the manner and there the 
means in aud by which the fair dealing aud 
conscientious Democracy of North Louisi­
ana were enabled to "count" the vote for 
their ticket in 1868; and it was thus that 
Captain McCranie claimed to be elected to 
Congress on that occasion—and still has 
the hardihood to claim to believe that he 
was in fact and in truth then and there 
elected, and no mistake, and at once takes 
the “sulks" if the best triend he has iu the 
world presumes to insinuate to the con­
trary. And thus do we see that political 
prejudice—what the romance of politics in 
the backwoods—may lead a man to—how 
the best of natures «nay be thus perverted

summoned to prove that Vreeq had sold 
match box which was not stamped, she 
stepped back and. placing her hands akim­
bo, stared at Vreeq, and veiled: “ What! 
'tis only for selling matchc-'tbut I am sum­
moned to give evidence against that wo­
man! Selling matches* Why. don't you 
know who that woman is Don't you 
know that she is the potato-frier of Rue 
d'Allemagne, who was vivandier» of the 
One Hundred and Seventieth Battaiioa of 
National Guards during la Commune, w han 
she wore a General's hat, covered with fine 
feathers ?" Vreeq yelled. ‘You aie a i.ai " 
“I'm a liar T It is a ..e that you were vi­
vandière ? It is a iie That you’ •urm d all­
ay. madame, all—the houses of Rue Royale' 
It is a lie that you. w;iii your revoiv. r shot 
down a gendarme, who impelled rou to 
spare his life for the sake ol his ar.d 
children? It is a lie that you called him 
‘carrion.’ and sl.ot him down, and that you 
were covered with his blood. It is tn  lie. 
madame, for I was there and saw you—saw 
you with these two eye— assassin. Com­
munarde ! Like a tiger bounding nie 
quarry. Vret q Reaped on Ledau. but the 
policemen had been watching the former, 
and they at once caught lier. She vc'Itd, 
she raved, she writhed, .she luamed’a: tue 
mouth. A.! was ot no avail; the policemen 
held her firmly. The archives ot the po­
lice were searched, and her photograph, 
representing her :n ali the splendor of a 
Communarde vivandiere, was soon found. 
Dénia, was impossible.

A M in is ter  io D e lea v e  o f  » iic l iD g .
A snort time ago a due. took place at 

Rastatt between two lieutenants belonging 
to the regiment in garrison at that fortress! 
One of them. Lieutenant Meyer, was shot 
through the head and died o ii 'th e  spot. He 
was buried with all military honors, three 
gentlemen, a.I the officers of the garrison, 
and a Urge concourse of people being pres­
ent. The chaplain ot the division. Dr. 
Bauer, preuihed the funeral sermon, in 
which, according to the Badie) e Landes- 
rituvg, he said, among other things, "that 

honor was also by Christianity, declared to
and their sympathies thrown into a very j ho a high and valuable good, that .ts de
wrong channel.

But the Democracy of North Louisiana 
adopted another fair and honorable means 
of success in this campaign, besides murder 
and assassination. Their secret and oath- 
bound order authorized the issnanoe of

fense was often absolutely commanded by 
the manners an i cu-toms of the time, and 
of certain social positions." The Radish? 
Landeszeitung remarks to this: “A defense
of thednel. an act made penal by law, on 
the part of a clergyman, and on th6ee 
grounds, has never been heard of before — 
I f  etc Vor & World.

No more remarkable article has ap­
pealed in any scientific journal for many 
years than one in ’he January number of 
The Quarterly 'Journal o f Science, from the 
pen of its editor, Mr. William Crookes. If 
may be remembered that, several years 
ago, Mr. Crookes gave an account of cer­
tain experiments which he had made upon 
the so-called spiritual manifestations, as 
developed in the presence of Mr. David D. 
Home, and the flutter iuto which the 
scientific community was thrown by the 
statements presented by th is gentleman, 
ill view of the fact that he is a chemist of 
high reputation, and a scientist of 
acknowledfied position, editing not only 
The (Quarterly Journal o f Science, but also 
The Chemical linns, the leading chemical 
publication of Great Britain.

In the present article he gives the result 
of continued inquiry into this subject up 
to this date, covering a period of nearly 
four years, during which time he has been 
subjected to the ridicule of some and io  
indignant outbursts from others, for his 
continuance in what was considered a pre­
posterous investigation.

In the beginning of his article, Mr. 
Crookes remarked that the phenomena he 
is  prepared to attest are so extraordinary 
and so directly opposed the most firmly 
rooted articles of scientific belief—among 
others, the ubiquity and invariable action , 
of the law o f  gravitation—that even now- 
on recalling the details of what he had wit­
nessed, there is  controversy in his mind 
between reason, which pronounces it to 
be scientifically impossible, aud the con 
sciousness that his senses, both touch and 
sight—and these corroborated by the 
senses of al! who were present—not lying 
witnesses when they testify against his 
preconceptions. But the supposition 
that there is  a sort o f mania or de­
lusion which suddenly attacks a whole 
room full of intelligent persons who are 
juite sane elsewhere, and that they all 

concur as to  even the minutest particulars 
iu the details ot the occurrences of which 
they suppose themselves to be witnesses, 
seems still more incredible than the facts 
they attest. Mr. Urookes fully appreciates 
the incredulity with which his statements 
are likely to be met, and in the results 
attained they seem so foreign to his pre­
conceived ideas, and the prepossessions 
gained by the teachings of modem science, 
that he almost questions whether he is 
asleep or awake. In connection with this 
he quotes the remarks o f  a friend, w ho 
w rites to him that “any intellectual reply 
to his facts" he can not see. “ Yet," in- 
says, “ it is a curious lact that even I, with 
ali my tendency aud desire to believe 
spiritualistically, and with all my 
faith iu your power of observing, aud in 
your thorough truthfulness, feel as il I 
wanted to see for myself; and it is quite 
painful to me to think Low much more 
proof 1 want. Painful, I say, because 1 
see that it is not reason which convinces 
a man, unless a fact is repeated so l're 
queutly that the impression becomes like 
a habit of mind, an old acquaintance, 
thing known so long that it caji not be 
doubted. This is a curious phase of a 
man’s mind, and it is remarkably stron 
iu scientiùc men. stronger than in other.-.
I think. For this reason we must not al­
ways *'»11 a tnau dishonest because he does 
not yield to evidence for a long time. The 
old wall of belief must he broken down 
by much battering.”

Mr. Crookes says that the subject is far 
more difficult and extensive than it ap­
pears: that fou’ years ago he intended to 
devote a month or two to ascertaining 
whether certain marvelous occurrences he 
had heard about would stand tho test of 
close serntiny. Having, however, soon 
arrive 1 at the same conclusion as every 
other impartial inquirer, that there was 
something iu it, he could not, as a student 
o? nature'.? laws, refuse to follow the in­
quiry whithersoever the facts might lead. 
Thus the proposed labors of a few months 
were continued for several years, and the 
subject widened before him.

As the health ot Mr. 1>. If. Home is not 
so good ns it was, and as the marriage of 
Miss Kate Fox (now Mrs. JenckenJ inter­
feres with the opportunities of experi­
menting upon her powers, the two best 
“mediums” known to him, Mr. Crookes 
has been obliged for the present to sus­
pend his inquiry, and in the meantime he 
proposes to sum tip, in the fewest pos­
sible words, the character of the results.
He remarks upon the difficulties which 
science experiences in prosecuting such 
investigations, based largely upon the 
fact that, as theso manifestations 
are entirely dependent upon the presence 
of certain persons usually known as me­
diums, it is not always convenient to have 
access to them, a certain halo o f mystery 
being generally thrown around them by 
their friends, either for purposes o f gain 
or in their desire to prevent too great no­
toriety. Aud furthermore, tLe exercise of 
their powers involves a  certain amount of 
physical and nervous prostration on the 
part of the mediums which they are averse 
to undergoing. It vas very rarely indeed 
that, with the exception *of Mr. Home 
and Miss I o .. he was able to have the 
mediums come to places where the exper­
iments could be prosecuted without in­
convenience. He. however, assures us 
most positively that “ ihe statements he 
presents in this paper constitute u 
record o f  actual occurrences which 
have taken place in Lis own house, 
and in the presence of witnesses, and 
under as strict test conditions as he could 
devise; and that every fact is, moreover, 
corroborated by the records of indepen­
dent observers at other times and places.” 
Although throe facts are of the most as­
tounding character, and seem utterly irre­
concilable with all known theories of 
modern science, Mr. <_ rookes says he has 
satisfied himself of their truth, and thinks 
it would be moral cowardice to withhold 
his testimony because his previous publi­
cations were ridiculed by critics and others 
who knew nothing whatever of the sub­
ject. and who were too prejudiced to see 
andjudge for themselves whether or not 
there was truth in the phenomena. He 
proposes to state simply what he has seen 
and proved by repeated experiment and 
test, and has yet to learn that it is irra­
tional to eDdea vor to discover the causes of 
uucxplained phenomena.

He then proceeds to explain one or two 
of the errors that have occupied the public 
mind in regard to the “manifestations,”

one o f which is that darkness is essential 
to the phenomena. This, he says, is by 
no means the case. Everything recorded 
by him took place in the light, excepting
in a few cases which ha has specified, and 
when some degree of darkness was a 
necessary condition. Another error is 
that the occurrences can be witnessed only 
in the rooms of the medium, and at hours 
previously arranged. To show how far 
this is from the truth he assures us that, 
with two exceptions, the many 
hundreds of facts he is prepared 
to attest—facts the imitation of which 
by known mechanical or physical means, 
would baffle the skill of a Houdin, a 
Bosco, or an Anderson, backed with all 
the resources of elaborate machinery aud 
the practice of years—have all taken place 
iu his own house, at times appointed by 
himself, and under circumstances which 
absolutely precluded the employment of 
the very simplest instrumental aids. He 
remarks that although darkness is not 
essential, yet that when the force is weak, 
it bright light exerts an interfering action 
on some of the phenomena ; but the povvi 
possessed by Mr. Home was sufficiently 
strong to withstand this antagonistic influ 
euce, and he therefore always objects 
darkness at his seances.

Mr. Crookes next proceeds to classify 
some of the phenomena which have come 
under his notice, passing from the simple 
to the more complex, aud giving, under 
each heading, an outline of  the evidence 
he is prepared to bring forward; at the 
same time reiterating his assurance that, 
with tho exception of cases specially 
mentioned, all the occurrences took place 
in his own house, in the night, and with 
only private friends present beside the 
medium.
_ In classifying the various phenomeu 

that have presented themselves to him iu 
the couise of his inquiries Mr. Crookes re 
fers, first, to the movement o f heavy 
bodies, with contact but with out m edian  
mal exertion. This he- states to be one of 
tho simplest forms of' the phenomena oh, 
served, varying in degrees ’from a quiver­
ing or vibration o f  the room and its con« 
tents to the actual rising into the air of 
heavy body when the hand of the medium 
is placed upon it. These movements, and 
indeed most of tho phenomena, are pre 
ceded by a peculiar cold air, sometimes 
amounting to a decided wind, sufficient to 
blow sheets ol' paper about the room and 
to cause a lowering of th : thermometer by 
several degrees.

The second class manifested themselves 
as percussive and other allied sounds 
sometimes as delicate ticks, sometimes 
cascade of sharp sounds, as from an in ­
duction coil in full work; detonations in 
the air, sounds like scratching, twittering 
as of a bird, etc. These sounds were most 
prominently developed in the presence'of 
Miss Kate Fox, and manifested themselves 
in all directions around her and in every 
variety. He assures the reader that with 
a full knowledge of the various theories 
in regard to the sounds, he has tested them 
all. and is well satisfied that they are true 
objective occurrences, not produced by 
trickery or mechanical means. The third 
class ot' phenomena consists in the altera­
tion of the weight o f bodies, which will 
be presented in detail in an early number 
of the (Quarterly Journal o f  Science. The 
fourth class, namely, the movement of 
heavy substances when at a distance from 
the medium, he has seen iu many instances. 
His own chair, he says, has been twisted 
partly round, while his feet were oft the 
floor. A chair was seen by all present to 
move slowly up to the table from a lar 
corner, when nil were watching it. On 
one occasion, an empty arm-chair, at his 
request, moved to wnere he was sitting, 
and then slowly back again, a distance of 
about three feet, l ie  has repeatedly seen, 
in full light, the movement of ft heavy 
table, about a foot and a half off, each oe 
cupant kneeling on his chair, with hands 
resting on the back, but not touching the 
table. The fifth class is that o f the rising 
o f tables and chairs off' the ground, with, 
out contact with any person. On live 
separate occasions a heavy dining table 
rose between a few inches and a foot and 
a half from the floor, under special cir­
cumstances which rendered trickery im 
possible, the hands and feet of the medi­
um being held by him during this move­
ment.

The sixth class is that o f the levitation 
o f human beings, which has occurred iu 
four instances iu his presence. He has 
seen Mr. Home raised completely from 
the floor ot his loom in several instances. 
The accumulated testimony, establishing 
Mr. Home’s levitations, Mr. Crookes eon- 
sidf rs overwhelming: and he thinks it 
greatly to be desired that some person, 
whose evidence will be accepted as con. 
elusive by the scientific world, shall seri­
ously aud patiently examine these alleged 
iacts. The seventh class of phenomena 
consists in the moving of various small ar­
ticles without contact with any person, 
which he has frequently observed, and 
where there could be no suspicion of trick­
ery. He thinks that when he is in his 
own dining-room, seated in one part of 
the room, with a number of persons keenly 
watching the medium, the latter could not, 
bv any trickery, make an accordéon play 
in his (Mr. Crookes’) own hands, whou 
the keys are held downward, nor cause the 
some accordéon to float about the room, 
playing all the time. lie  tLinks it impos’- 
sible to introduce machinery which shall 
wave window curtains; pull up Yeni- 
tiau Minds eight feet off'; tie a 
knot in a handkerchief and place 
it in a remote corner of the 
room;sound notes on a distant piano; 
cause a card-plate to float about the room ; 
raise a water-bottle and tumbler from the 
table; make a coral necklace rise on end; 
move about a fan so as to fan the com­
pany, or set in motion a pendulum when 
enclosed in a glass case firmly cemented 
to the wall. The eighth class is that of 
luminous appearances, which, according 
to Mr. Crookes, require that the room 
shall be dark, as the lights are in many 
cases faint. He states that he has seen a 
solid sell-luminous body, of the size and 
nearly the shape of a turkey’s egg, float 
noiselessly about the room, being visible 
loir more than ten minutes, and striking 
th» table three times, with a sound like
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that o f a hard solid body, before fading 
away. He has seen a self-luminous crys­
talline body placed in his hand by a hand 
which «lid not belong to any person in the 
room, and a luminous cloud floating up­
ward to a picture. In the daylight he has 

en a luminous cloud hover over a helio­
trope on a side-table, break off a sprig, 
and carry the sprig to a lady: and on sev­
eral occasions he has seen a similar lumi­
nous cloud visibly condense to the form 
of a hand, and carry about small objects.

This leads him to the next, or ninth 
class, namely, the appearance of hands, 
either self-luminous or visible by ordinary 
light. Of these phenomena he gives 
numerous instances. In one case, a small 
hand rose up from an opening in the din­
ing table, and gave him a flower; it ap­
peared and then disappeared three times, 
at intervals, affording Mr. Crookes ample 
opportunity of satisfying himself of its 
reality, as it occurred in the light, in his 
own room, while he was holding the 
mediums hands and feet The hands and 
fingers do not always appear solid and life­
like, sometimes, indeed; seeming like a 
nebulous cloud. partly condensed in the 
form of a hand. He has more than once 
seen first an object move, then a luminous 
cloud appear to form about it, and, lastly, 
the cloud condense into shape and be­
come a perfectly formed band. At this 
stage it was visible to all present Some­
times it was life-like and graceful, the 
fingers moving, and the flesh apparently

as human as that of any person in the 
room. At the arm or wrist it became hazy, 
and passed off into a luminous cloud. To 
the touch the hand appeared sometimes 
icy cold and dead, at others warm, grasp­
ing his own with the firm pressure of an 
old friend. In one instance he retained 
one of these hands in his own, firmly re­
solved not to let it escape. There was no 
struggle, no effort to get loose, but it 
gradually seemed to resolve itself 
into vapor, and faded in that manner 
from his grasp. The next or tenth class 
of phenomena comprised those of direct 
writing, exhibited sometimes in darkness, 
sometimes in light, somltim es without 
any apparent agency, at others through 
the medium of a hand. The eleventh 
class embraces the rarest phenomena, 
namely, those of phantom forms and 
faces, which he witnessed in a very few 
instances only. The twelfth class covers 
phenomena that seem to point to the 
agency of an exterior intelligence, other 
than that of the medium or some person 
in the room. Although the hypothesis
has been suggested that the medium is I Chadbourn, Detiege, Daigle, Glaudin, 
the source of this intelligence, by those Greene, Harris, Ingraham, Masicot, Key! 
who think they see iu this an explanation t „ . ; , „ i ,,>i i —on

S E N A T E .

T w e n ty -S e v e n th  Day*« S e s s io n .
»  „  , Kknatr C hamhkk.)
JÏ6W  O rleans, F eb ru ary  6, 1874. j

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment, 
and was called to order by Hon. C. C. An­
toine, Lieutenant Governor of the State and 
President of the Senate.

On call of the roll the following Senators 
answered to their name?;

Messrs. Anderson, Alexander, Barber, 
Beulen, Blackburn, Blunt. Butler. Cage' 
Chadbourn,

of many of the facts, yet Mr. Crookes has 
reason to believe that in certain instances, 
at least, they result from the agency of an 
outside intelligence, not belonging to any 
human being present. Under the thir­
teenth head, Mr. Crookes includes a vari­
ety of miscellaneous occurrences of a com­
plex character, not easily grouped under 
any of the preceding divisions, to which, 
however, he refers only briefly, reserving 
the details for the volume which he is 
now preparing. He then proceeds to in­
dicate the theories that have been brought I concurrence of your honorable body in the 
forward to account for the phenomena following House bill, viz:

House bill No. 13, entitled an act author­
izing C. F. Estlin to sue the State of Lou­
isiana.

Verv respectfully,
JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH.

Assistant Clerk.

Stamps. Thomas, Twitchell—20.
The President announced a quorum pres, 

•nt.
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Root.
The reading of the journal of yesterday's 

proceedings was dispensed with, and the 
journal corrected and adopted.

MESSAGE FROM TH E HOUSE.
H o u se  o p  R f f k k ü k .n ta tiv k s , j 

New O rleans, F e b ru a ry  6, 1874. j 
To th e  H onorable P re s id e n t a n d  Me *• oi the 

Senate :

I am directed by the House the

observed.
The first theory, that the phenomena 

are ull the results of tricks, clever me­
chanical arrangements, or legerdemain— 
the mediums imposters and the rest of the 
company fools he considers inadequate 
to explain more than a very small propor 
tion of the facts. He has throughout 
given a truthful account of what he him­
self observed, aud has taken occasion to 
prevent any collusion or trickery. He 
furthermore states that although profes­
sional exhibitors frequently simulate many 
of the phenomena referred to, it usually 
requires an apurtment specially prepared, 
the lights properly arrunged, and placed 
in a particular direction, with a variety of 
machinery and confederates. In the most 
striking of the cases mentioned by him, 
the experiments took place in his own 
house, aud under circumstances pre­
cluding the possibility of trickery.

A second theory is that the persons at a 
seance are the victims of a sort of mania 
or delusion, and imagine phenomena to 
occur which have no real objective exis­
tence, a third that the whole is the result 
of conscious or unconscious cerebral ac­
tion. These two theories Mr. Crookes 
considers incapable of embracing more 
than a few o f the phenomena, and dis­
misses them.

The spiritual theories are next presented 
that the phenomena are the result of the 
action of the spirit of the mediums per-

RF.PORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. Anderson, chairman of the Commit­
tee on Judiciary, submitted the following 
report :

Senate bill No. 327, an act to authorize the 
police jury of the parish of Plaquemines to 
issue bonds and to provide for the redemp­
tion thereof.

Favorably.
Senate bill No. 326, an act to expedite trial 

of causes in the Supreme Court of Louis­
iana at New Orleans, and to regulate the 
same for a limited period.

Favorably.
Senate bill No. 191, an act to amend and 

re-enact section 2749 of the Revised Stat­
utes.

Favorably.
Mr. Twitchell, chairman of the Commit­

tee on Finance, submitted the following 
report;

Committbr o x  F ina n c* ,)  
New O rleans, F e b ru a ry  6, 1374. i 

T o th e  H onorab le P re s id e n t a n d  M em bers o f the
S e n a te  :

Y'our Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred House bill No. 12, an act to ex­
empt from State and municipal taxation

, 1 .-TV5 meuiuurs per- certain property of the St. Patrick’s Hall
haps lu association with the spirits of Association in the city of New Orleans, and
some or all o f  the people present ; that 
they are the actions of evil spirits or 
devils personifying whom or what they 
please in order to undermine Christianity 
and ruin men’s souls; or that they are the 
actions of a separate order of beings, 
living1 on the earth, and invisible, 
but occasionally able to  manifest 
their presence. Another of the 
spiritual theories is that they are the 
action o f  departed human beings. This 
is the spiritual theory p a r  excellence.
Mr. Crookes comes to the “ Psychic 
Force ” theory, which is a necessary ad­
junct of the others rather than a theory of 
itself. According to this, the medium (or 
the circle of people associated together as
a whole) is supposed to possess a force, _ _ ____
power, influence, virtue or gilt, by means ! debtedness, the legality and validity of

city i
to remit back taxes on the same, beg leave 
to report the same with the following 
amendment: In line eleven, after the word 
"association,” insert “and be in actual nse 
for charitable or religious purposes.” With 
this amendment, we recommend the pas 
sage of the bill.

M. II. TWITCHELL,
Chairman;

T. B. STAMPS.
T. C. ANDERSON.

NOTICES OF BILLS.

By Mr. Wharton:
A bill entitled an act to amend act No. 3. 

approved January 24, 1874; to provide for 
testing, at the instance of any taxpayer, in 
the courts of this State the legality and 
validity of any of the items of State in

of which intelligent beings are enabled to 
produce the phenomena observed.

The view held by Mr. Crookes himself 
in regard to this subject he proposes to 
present iu the volume to which reference 
aas already been made, which will prob­
ably make its appearance at an early day, 
and which will undoubtedly be the sub-

whieh may have been or may be hereafter 
questioned: prohibiting the board of liqui­
dation under said act No. 3 of 1874 from 
funding the questionable or doubttul obli­
gations of the State named in this act until 
the same shall have been finally declared 
legal and valid by the Supreme Court ot

ject of careful consideration on the part of I the State of Louisiana, and to provide 
persons interested iu the phenomena re- moans for carrying into effect the prove 
ferred to. *

In conclusion. Wo will repeat that Mr. 8K’!lrt “ ” 8 aC/
Crookes is a gentleman well known in i  I 7  ™r- Crawford:
scientific circles as a chemist and physic- | a‘‘̂  *° authorize the district judges
ist, aud the editor of two prominent Eng- throughout the State, to order, either before 
lish scientific journals, from the advanced or after arrest, any person charged with 
sheets ot which we are enabled to give | commuiiting a crime, to any jail or prison
this summary of his paper.

T h e  S o v e r e ig n s  o f  In d u stry *

W e have received tbe constitution of the 
order of the Sovereigns of Industry, the 
by-laws of its national council, and ~a cir- 

ular issued by it, and addressed to “the 
industrial clashes, the mechanics and work­
ingmen and women everywhere.”

The organization of the order resemblrs 
that ot the Patrons of Husbandry. Mem 
hers of the subordinate councils take the 
degree of journeymen; members of the 
national council take the degree of artisan; 
and members of the supreme council, 

hich will not be instituted until 1875, will 
be craftsmen. The supreme council is to 
be tlie court ot last resort. Tbe executive 
power is lodged with an executive council 
ol seven men. Its present members all 
come from Massachusetts, but this is not 
strange, since there are as vet but 
three subordinate councils—in Worcester, 
Springfield and New York city. The ob­
jects of the order are roughly stated as tbe 
elevation ot the industrial classes. It is 
open to “any person engaged in industrial 
pursuits, of the age of sixteen years, of 
good character.” It is a significant ruie 
that says: “No political or religious tests of 
membership shall be allowed.” The politi­
cal purposes of the order are avowed. It 
declares itself to be in leaguo with the 
'•atrons of Husbandry. The circular says: 
The Grangers have saved millions of 

dollars to tbe farmers. But, since the 
Grange admits only those who are inter­
ested in agricultural pursuits, it lias been 
found necessary to institute a new 
order that shall welcome to its mem­
bership all classes of laboring men and 
women. And this order will save to its 
members also millions of dollars. It is, aud 
will continue to be, in thorough sympathy 
and hearty co-operation with the Patrons 
of Husbanry, both being parts of one great 
whole, whose destiny is to work out a bet­
ter future for the industrial classes of this

within the State for safety, whenever the 
jail or prison tor tho parish in which the 
crime was committed or warrant of arrest 
issued is unsafe or unfit for the security of 
prisoners.

INTRODUCTION OK BILLS ACCORDING TO PKB- 

VIOU8 NOTICE.

By M r  Glaudin:
A bill to be entitled an act making All 

Saints’ Day a day of public rest.
The bill was read the first time.
The constitct onal rule was suspended by 

a four-fifths vote, the bill read the second 
time and relerred to tbe Committee on Judi­
ciary.

By Mr. Butler:
Senate bill No. 359, an act fixing the fees 

and charges of the criminal sheriff for the 
parish of Orleans in certain cases.

The bill was read the first time.
Lies over.
By Mr. Daigle:
A bill to be eutitlod an act to incorporate 

the town of Ray ville, in the parish of La­
fayette.

The bill was read the first time.
The constitutional rule was suspended by 

a four-fifths vote, tbe bill read the second 
time and relerred to the Committee ou Cor­
porations and Parochial Aff airs.

By Mr. Pollard:
An act to repeal act No. 106, an act to 

amend an act to incorporate the Crescent 
City Gaslight Company, approved April 21, 
18i0, and to fix with more precision the 
time when said company shall go into opera­
tion, and to authorize the issue of mortgage 
bonds; to change the time for the election

country. The times are ripe lor the move- of directors; and to limit the price to he 
ment. You have but to combine, working- charged for gas, approved Julv 10 187’t 
men and women! and a great and im me- I The mil „  . .v e - ’1 he bill was read the first time.

,.reat and imme­
diate benefit is yours.” Whether or not . 
this movement can unite tlie workingmen I I lie constitutional rule was suspended by 
as thoroughly as the grange has united the a four-fifths vote, the bill read tbe second 
larmers, remains to be seen; but the present time and r e f e r r e d  tn t u  
powerful c o m b in a t io n  k n o w n  a«  t h „  » P ,  I j! aD1 rUerre<1 to tbe Committee

Corporations and Parochial Affairs.
By Mr. Kelso:

powerful combination known as the “Pa­
trons ol Husbandry” started from smaller 
beginnings than tlie “.Sovereigns of Indus­
try.”— Chicago Tribune.

A C o stly  C om m a,
The importance of careful congressional 

punctuation was strongly illustrated to-day 
at the meeting of the Ways and Means 
Committee, where it was sho wn that a com­
ma in one place was worth $3,OU0,000. In 
the tariff bill which went into effect August 
1,1872, it will be rembered that tbe free 
list was extended by tbe addition of seve­
ral hundred articles. Among the number

An act to amend and re-enact an act en­
titled “an act relative to the Supreme 
Court, and to regulate the terms thereof, 
the proceedings therein, appeals thereto, 
and processes against the sureties on appeal 
bonds,” approved March 16, 1870, and lur 
other purposes.

The bill was read the first time.
The constitutional rule was suspended 

by a four-fifths vote, the bill read the

and cultivation. In engrossing the bill, or on Judiciary, 
in the process c f copying it for official Mr. Brewster:

“F Ä n d  »“  w l ^ h e X X e d  on o ^ D *  f  ^  80 act to terms
the tree list. The customs officers, how- °* the 1>l8tn t̂ Eourt of the State of Louis- 
ev r̂» noticing the change, continued to I iana fourteenth Judicial District,
collect duties on truit until the error was I The bill was read the first time.

ir.r‘Si.rTbÆ'u>“ît “r.”‘ä  . Jf, zT'̂ i ™
remove the comma, in accordance with * four"fiftlia the bill read the second 
with the intent of the law of 1872. I t“M *

tax illegally collected ia I The bill was considered engrossed, not fu from 12,000,0(0. I w„ .mpMlWb,


