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ROMANCE OF POLITICS IN THE BACKW0ODS
SEEEIR St
Life in North Louisiana Since the War
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7.—~1Infamy of the Prr-ldenllgl Campaign
of 1565—Democratic Honor and ihe
Democratic Conscience.

i come pow to the most infamous political
campaign that ever transpired 1n America,
or in any other country—that is, the presi-
dential contest of 1868, when Seymour and
Blair were the Democratic candidates,
against Grant and Colfax, the Republican
candidates. The rascalities and heathenish
bratalities which enabled the rebel Democ-
racy of North Louisiana to carry the vote
for their candidates, have been plainly fore.
shadowed in the preceding chapters of these
skotches. The land had become dotted
with the new-made graves of loyal men,
mostly negroes, who had been murdered
and assassinated in cold and fiendish blood
by those who had taken a midnight secret
oath that colored men shounld never again
vete, unless they voted the Democratic tick-
ot—who had taken mean and cowardly secret
©oaths to murder their political opponents
in cold blood rather than be outvoted on
election day. And besides these new made
graves, which dotted in reproach and dis.
grace almost the entire land of North Lou
isiana, hundreds if not thousands more had
been thus slain who had been denied even
the most hamble burial, but who had been
thrown into pools, sink holes and turbid
streams, a8 food for reptiles, wild beasts
and the fowls of the air—poor creaturcs
who had been more dishondred in their
death than those who in ancient times were
udjudged to die the death of an ass and to
be drawn and quartered and cast forth he.
Jond the gates of Jerusalem,

Dishonored, did I say! Not sos The dis-
Jonor which was intended by their assassin
slayers was to them all honor. It was their
crowning glory and should be remembered
of them as the best commendation among
all honorable men. To die for the right at
the hands of the assussin may be areproach
tothe human character in the aggregate,
Put it is no reproach nor dishonor in an in-
dividual sense to the victim. The best of
fnen are sometimes murdered at the hands
of the basest, In such cases the memory of
¢he dead is honored and revered, while
the assassin and sneaking murderer is
Joathed while living and exccrated when
oJead,

But the wonder is that wen calling them.
selves honorable, and who are educated
and refined to a high degree in some sense,
and move in what is termed the highest
wircle of polite society, should in any way
or to any degree indorse or conutenance
guch infamous conduct. It is when con-
demplating this deplorable fact that the
Tamentation of wonder naturally comes in;
end the deplorable romance of politics in
the backwoods is verificd and demonstrated
when we re:member that these things oceur,

and ave countenanced, if not perpetated,
end openly indorsed by the so-cailed better
«lass of our country, simply and solely be
eause of the difference of political opinion—
nnd that, too, upon the poor, helpless and
emnprotected portion of the community—
the unlettered and unarmed freedmen, who,
%or ages past, toiled unrequitted and
syvithont a warmur, and nursed, and even
euckled mwany of those who have thus
®lain or permitted them to be slain. For
tuind you, negro women as weil as wen
bave been murdered in the bloody days
sines the war in North Louisiana and
throughout the South. And I should have
tusutioned the fact, when recording an ac-
eosut of the massacre in the parish of Bos-
eicr, that on that noted oceasion some *‘gal-
sant” young men took two or three poor,
anoffending and  totally helpless colored
women into the woods and hanged them to
death. This most disgraceful and damnable
fact was, it I mistake not, sworn to before
an investigating committee. And it is
enough to make every decent white man in
the South hang his head in very shame—
enough to make him prostrate himself upon
the ground, with lips in the dust, and ery,
“Unclean, unclean !

And what should the Northern man
think or gay for himselt who stands atar
off, at a safe distance, with acts or words
which would or could in any sense be con-
strued as indorsing, or in any way or to
any degree countenancing, such damnable
ml'umy upon the human character! What
should the world—the civilized and Chris-

t anized world—say or think of sucth a man ?
1 think such a character should be cursed in
time and damned in eternity.

Zad

by the hundreds throughout the South since
the war becsuse they were Republicans.
This is a known and palpable fact, sworn to
in thonsands of cases, and of record from
one end of the Union to the other, and
could not be hid under a bushel from the
Northern eye and the Northern mind. This
I know from personal knowledge has been
the case throughout North Louisiana since
the war, but was more particularly the case
peoding the presidential campaign of 1868,
Tho assassination of Meadows, of Claiborne,
was about the beginning of it, followed
almost immediately by the massacre in Bos-
sier; but all along through that year, from
April to the election in November, loyal
men were slain by the wholesale and in de

tail—maiunly colored men.

The mind rests mow upon one single
characteristic example and sample, to which
I must allude specially and apecifically. It
occurred near the residence of Senator Al-
len Greene, on the road from Vienna to Ho-
mer. There were two colored families liv-
ing together near a small stream called
Walnut ecreek, about one mile and a half
from Senator Greene's. These poor freed-
men had an humble but frugal bome, and
were living happily, and” to some degree
prosperously. They had good land to cal-
tivate, and had good health, and plenty *'to
eat and wear.” Senator Greene was to
them a goed neighbor, a8 he has been uni-
formly most kind and obliging to all freed-
men within his reach, But finally, one
dark and unfortunate night, there came to
the humble but happy home of these hum-
ble black men a crowd of disguised crea-
tures—fiends in the physical shape of
men—masked and disguised. They were
armed with deadly weapons, and. as
they meant death, were prepared for
murder. They wers white men, and
had in the past fed and fattened and pros,
pered upon “slave labor.” But now the
negro was freed and enfranchised, and he
must die. These masked murderers entered
the humble cabin of these poor freedmen,
and made them prostrate themselves upon
the floor on their faces until they could
blindfold them, for the infamous devils
could not bear to be seen and recognized
even for @ moment by the poor creatures
they were 8o soon to put to death, showing
that they had just a little shame left, but
not enough to work a redemption of their
souls from a merited damnation; showing,
however, mach more of assassin cowardice
than real sbame, for all assassiny are base
cowards,

These two poor freedmen were thus led
forth from their frightened and screaming
families, blindfolded in the dark of night,
to the banks of the little stream near their
humble home—a home which but recently
had been so happy, but now, alas! rendered
80 miserable and desolate—and made to lie
upon the cold, damp ground, face down-
ward. while the assassins deliberately shot
their brains out.

So, at least, the assassins thought. But
only one proved to be dead. The ball had
glanced around the skull of the other, and
being thus stunned and feigning death to
perfection he was left for dead, but soon
recovered and slipped away and informed
his neighbor, Greene, what had happened.
Assistance was procured and the dead man
was buried on the identical spot where his
brains were shot out by the midnight
masked assassing, who had taken an oath
that freedmen should not vote unless they
voted the Democratic ticket.

And there, upon the banks of this little
stream, that poor, murdered freedman sleeps
the long und quiet sleep of death, the mure
mur of the rippling waters and the wind's
sad moaning in the thick pine-tops, mingled
with a perpetual song of birds, being his
only requiem; and there shall he rest until
the last tramp shall sound, when he shall
arise again in his own proper person and
appear before the judgment seat of God,
face to face, in eternal condemnation of his
base and black-hearted and cowardly mur.
derers. Amnd then shall his soul rest there
in eternal peace with God, while the black.
ened souls of his destroyers shall go down,
down, to the “lowast hell and etill a lower,”
to meet their just reward among the black
gpirits of the damaed?

And this is the party which Mr. Seymour
headed for the preridency, and which the
gallant Frank P, Blair represented on the
ticket for the vice presidency. And the
chivalrous Captain G. William McCranie,
editor of the Ouaachita Telegraph, also took
a place for Congress on the ticket of this
honorable and most fair dealing and decent
party in this noted campaign of 1808; and
Judge William B. Egan, now of Shreveport,
likewise took a prominent part on the Dem-
ocratic side on these memorable occasions,
encouraging prominent freedmen to desert
their party and take the stump against the
Republican ticket; and having found just
one of this sort, hauled him from Homer to
Monroe with himself in a buggy, and put
into his mouth what to say of and agaiunst
Blackburn aad other absent Republicans
who were in the way of Lis political promo-
tion.

And these are the people and this the
party which prate of social equality and
cry out against Republicans for wanting to
sco the negro educated acd his rights ac.

<erded bim a8 a human being,

This poor freedman, who was thus In.
duced for the moment to take the stump
against his party constantly came to me
privately and protested chat he was at heart
a true Republican, and acted as he did only
througtPfear. o said he had been threat-
ened and frightened into sceming opposi-
tion to his party, and assured me that pis-
tols had been put into his hands with which
tostay lhis political opponents—or ra.her
his real political friends, the Republicans—
but he had Lid the pistois, had laid them
away, and was afraid even to touch them.
Thus did he frequently talk to me in secret

and ask me to make explanations to his
colored neighbors, § did so, and assured
him I fully understood and appreciated his
predicament, and had ho eomplaints to
make against him and tor him pe bard
thoughta.

And this was the manner and there the
means in and by which the fair-dealing and
conscientious Democracy of North Louisi-
ana were enabled to “‘count” the vote for
their ticket in 1803; and it was thus that
Captain McCranie claimed to be elected to
Congress on tuat occasion—and still has
the hardihood to claim to believe that he
was in fact aud in truth then and there
elected, and no mistake, and at once takes
the “sulks” if the best friend he has in the
world presumes to insinuate to the con-
trary. And thus do we see that political
prejudice—what the romance of politics in
the backwoods—may lead a man to—how
the best of natures may be thus perverted
and their sympathies thrown into a very
wrong channel.

But the Democracy of North ' Louisiana
adopted another fair and honorable means

It need mot be attempted to be d
that colored men and white men have been
systematically murdered by the soores and

of in this campaign, besidés murd
and assassination. Their secret and oath-
bound order authorized the issnsnce of

and would even weep and beg my pardon

padese or tickets of safety to freedmen.
Now, just think of the fairness and honor-
ableness of this thing—free men in a free
country to be compelled to procure passes
from their neighbors in order to be enabled
to live and move in safety among their fel-
lows! But this was a Democratic device—
this a fair sample of Demoecratic fairness.
These passes were given out to such freed-
men as could be induced to say they wounld
rather vote the Demoecratic ticket than die
the death of a dog at the hands of the as-
sassin. The members of the ‘“‘clan” were
thus instructed by these tickets of safety
not to kill these poor freedmen, because
they had promised to vote the Democratic
ticket, and were completely cowed and un-
der Democratic control. And it was so;
for nearly every freeman throughout North
Louisana did so vote, as a matter of course,
through a degree of terror and fraud never
before exercised or known at the ballor.
box to any civilized or uncivilized land or
country upon earth.

Some of these tickets of safety are stil}
extant, and could be produced, with the
official signatures of prominent eitizeas,
whose cheeks would now tinge at their
sight; for, verily, I suppose they are now
indeed heartily ashamed of their foul and
most infamous work; and, I trust, have
thoroughly repented of their folly and
wickedness, in sackcloth and ashes. Until
they do so, they will never receive forgives
ness, either of God or just men,

And yet, with all these facts before the
country, about as well kuowa then as now,
Congress counted the electoral vote of Lai-
isiana for Seymour and Blair. T waa in
Congress at the time, and remember most
distinctly and vividly, what occurred when
Louisiana was called in the count. There
was & moment's puuse for consultations
Prominent and leading Republican mem-
bers came to my desk to consult what to do.
I telated to them, in. a mowment, the
true atatus of the case—told them that
when they voted to count the electoral
vote of Louisiana for Seymour and Blair,
they would vote te countenance wurder
and fraud most foul, and would aid and
abet erime a8 black as hell. They ail
agreed that it was a bad case—acknowledg-
ed that they knew it was just as 1 stated—
but as wo official investigation had been
had, many of them hardly knew what else
to do but to vote to couut tor the Democe
racy, as the returns had so come up. !
shall never forget the scornful and just re-
ply of General Batler: *“When a man
knocks me down,” said he, ** I do uot think
it my duty to stop ta enquire as to legal
forms,” I thought so too, and accordingly
voted, with some sixty others, not to count
the electoral vote of Louisiana for Seymour
and Blair, a8 I knew such a count to be a
swindle and a he.

Another excase for this count which
some Republican members gave, was the
fact that it would not change the general
result, as General Grant was overwhelm-
ingly elected anyway. ButI thought then,
and still think such reason or excuse not
only not tenable, but positively eriminal
and debasing, and I do positively believe
that this very act of the Fortieth €ongress
in thus unjustly vounting the electoral vote
of Louisiana for the rotten and murderous
Democracy, has occasioned the wurder of
many good and true men in our State since
that time, for such acts encourage assase

and very naturally expect eympathy and
succor from the federal arm. And such
acts do nmount to sym:pathy and suceor to
assassir.s and murderers; just as at this mo-
ment the conduct ¢f such men in Congress
as Carpenter is lending aid and ecomfors
and direct inspiration to those in Louisiana
who still wouid delight to murder men for
a politica! difference of opirion. and would
hasten to do 8o if the way was just a little
more clear and sate,

Now 1 know many leadinz Democrats
throughout the State who testiied under
oath, with all the Jights to which I have
aliuded to “flitting palpably Yefore them,”
that this presidential cawpaign of 1863 was
perfectly *peaceable and fair” thronghout
North Louisiang and the entire State, They
swore this with the fact glaring them in the
face that in many parishes between the
Onachita and Red rivers, where the parties
were about equally divided, in a fair elee.
tion, on this occasion there was scarcely a
vote cast for the Republican ticket—ig some
instances not a singie one.

All which and singular proves, in my
humble estimation at lcast, that the Dem
ocratic conscience is not very tender nor
very sound, but very decidedly slastic, and
that the romance of politics in the back-
woods is far more real than i
it were not so 1 would lave told ro
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A Minister in Defense of Durcling.
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THE HYMN OF A DEVOUT SPIRIT.
BY C. P. CRANCH,

“The tima shall come when men no more
Shall deem the sin that blights the earth
A taintiuberited at birth,
A curse forever to endure—

*‘Shall see that from one common root
Must spring the better and the worse,
And seek to cure before they curss

The tree that drops its wormy fruit.

“‘For God must love, though men should hate
The vine whose mildew blighte its grape;
Ard he shall give » fairer shape

To lives defurmed by earthly fate,

“Ol, praise him pot that on a throne
Of glory unaggroached he sits,
Nor deem a slavish fear belits

The elild a Father calls hisowa.

“But praise him that in every thril?
Ot life his breath 1s in our lunge,
And moves our heartsand tunes our tongues,
Howe'er rebelilous to bis will.

*Praise him that ali alike drink in
A portion of the fite diviue,
A Lgm whose sirug sil beamas aliine
Through all the bli .wing 1wists of e,

“¥or, soonsr shail the embracing day,

The air that folds us tnite

Tte worning sun that ch waring,
lioid back theic sexvice, sud decay —

“Kie God whe weapa the univovse
With love; slisil let
¥all tr

O'vrubad

by & human eurse.®
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SCIENCE AND =PIRITUALIS M,

No more remarlable article has ap-
pearcd in any seientifie journal for many
yeurs thau oue in the January number of
The Quarterly Joncnal of Seienee, frous the
pen of its editor, Mr. William Crookes, 1%
may be remembered that, several yours
agzo, Mr. Crockes gave an aceount of cer-
tain experitents which he Lad made upon
the so-called spiritual manifestations, as
developed in the prosence of Mr, David D.
Home, and the flutter into which the
scientific commnnity was thrown by the
statements presented by this gentleman,
in view of the fact that he is a ehemist ot
high reputation, and a scientist of
acknowledfied position, editing not only
The Quarterly Journal of Science, but also
The Chemical News, the leading chemical
publieation of Grent Britain, .

In the present article he gives thq resnit
of continued inquiry into this subjeet up
to this date, covering a period of nearly
four years, during which time he has been
subjected to the ridicule of some and to
indignant outbursts from ntl_mrs, for his
continuance in what was considered a pre-
posterous investigation. .

In the beginning of his article, Mr.
Crookes temarked that the phenomeus he
is prepared to attest are so extraordinary
and so directly opposed the most firmly
roote articlas of scientific belief —among
others, the ubiquity and iavariable nction
of the iuw of gravitation—that even now
on zecalling the details of what he had wit.
nessed, there is controversy in his mind
between reason, which pronounces it to
be sciantifically impossible, and the con.
sciousness that his senses, both touch and
sight—and these corroborated by the
senses of all who were present-—-not lying
witnessed when they testify against his
preconceptions.  But the supposition
that there is a sort of mania or de-
lusion which suddenly attacks a whole
room full of intelligent persons who are
quite sane elsewhere, and that they ail
concur as to even the minutest particulars
in the details of the occurrences of which
they suppose themselves to be witnesses,
seems still more incredible than the facts
they attest. Mr. Crookes fully appreciutes
the incredulity with which lus statements
are likely to be met, and in the rosalts
attained they seem so foreign to his pree
conceived ideas, and the prepossessions
gained by the teachings of modern science,
that he almost auestions whether he is
asleep or awake. In connection with this
he quotes the remarks of 8 friend, who
writes to Lim that *“any intelleetual reply
to his facts” he can not see.  *Ye!," ho
says, “it isa enrious tact that even I, with
ali my tendency and desire to believe
spiritualistically, and  with  all my
faith in your power of observing, and in
vour thorough truthfulness, feel as it I
wanted to see for myself; and it is qnite
painful ta me to think Low much more
proof I want, DPainful, I say, because I
see that it 15 not reason which eonvinces
a man, uniess a fuct is repeated so fi
quently that the jmpression becomes like
a babit of mind, an old ncouaintance, a
thing Lkuown so long that it cay not be
doubted. This is a cuorions phase of o
man's mind, and it is remarkably strouz
in scientiie men, strongey than in others,
Ithink. F ason we must not al-
ways egll a man dishonest because he does
uot yield to evidence for a Jong time, The
old wall of belief must be byoken down
by much battering,”

Mz, Crookes says that the subject is far
more difticult and extensive than it ap-
pears; that four years ago Le intended to
devote » month or two to ascertaining
whether certain marvelous occurrences he
had heard about would stand the test of
close scrantiny, Having, however, soon
arrivel at the same conclusion as every
other impartial inquirer, that there was
something in it, hie could not, asa student
of unature’s L refuse to follow the in-
quiry whithersocver the facts might I
‘Thus the proposed labors of a few mont
were continusd for several years, and the
subject widened before hirm,

As the health of Mr. I, D. Home is not
se good as it was, and as the marriage of
Miss Kate Fox (now Mrs. Jencken) intets
feres with the opportunities of experi-
menting apon her powers, the two best
smediums” known to him, Mr. €rookes
Las been obliged for the present to sus-
pend his inguiry, and in the meantime he
proposes to sum up, in the fewest pos-
sible words, the character of the results.
He remarks upon the difficulties whick
lence esperiences in prosecuting such
investigatious, based Jargely upon the
fact that, as these manifestations
are entirely dependent upon the presence

5

Sei

of certain persons uisually known as me-
dit not always convenient ta have
acee m, a certain halo of mystery
being g Iy thrown around therm: by

their friends, either for purposes of gain
or in their desire to prevent too great no-
toriety.  Aud farthermore, the ex seof
r powers involves a certain anount of

1 and nervous prostration on the
suedinws which they are aver
Was very rarely indeed
tion of Mr, Home

1

l R
to underani
that, with the exe

*¢s Whete the expee
pioseeuted without ine
convenien He, however,
most positively that *{he stat
presents qn i
record {

1ents he
this  paper eonstitute a
actual  eceurrences  swhich
> taken place in Lis own house,
and in the presence of witnesses, and
under as strict test conditions as he conld
devise: and that every fact is, morcover,
corroborated by the records of indepen-
dent observers at other times and places.”
Although these facts are of the most as-
tounding character, and seem utterly irre-
concilable with all known theories of
modern science, Mr. Crookes says he has
sutisfied himself of their truth, and thiuks
it would be moral cowardice to withhold
bis testimony because his previous publi-
cations werenidiculed by crities and others
who knew nobing whatever of the sub-
ject, aud who were too prejudiced to sce
and judge for themselves whether or not
there was truth in the phenomena. He
proposes to state simpiy what he has seen
and proved by repeated experiment and
test, and has yet to learn that it is irra-
tional to endeavor to discover the causes of
unexplained phenomena.
He then proceeds to explain one or two
of the errors that have occupied the public

of

mind in regard to the “manifestations,”

one of which is that darkness is essential
to the phenomena. This, he says, is by
no means the case. Everything recorded
by him took place in the light, excepting
in a few cases which hs has specified, and
when some degree of darkness was a
necessary condition. Another error is
that the occurrences can be witnessed only
in the rooms of the medium, and at hours
previously arranged. To show how far
this is from the truth he assures us that,

with  two  exceptions, the many
hundreds of facts he is prepared
to attest—facts the imitation of which

by known mechanical or physical means,
would baflle the skill of a Houdin, a
Bosco, or an Aaderson, backed with all
the resources of eluborate machinery and
the practice of years—have all taken place
in his own bouse, at times appointed by
himself, and under circumstances whieh
absolutely precluded the employment of
the very simplest instrumental aids. He
remarks that althongh darkness is not
essential, yet that when the foree is weak.
a bright light exerts an interfering action
on some of the phenomena; butthe power
possessed by Mr. Home was sufficiently
strong to withstand this antagonistic influ-
ence, and Le therefore always objects to
darkness at his seauces.

Mr. Crookes next proceeds to elassify
some of the phenomena which have come
under Lis noiice, passing from the simple
to the more complex, aud giving, under
cach heading, an outline of the evidence
be is prepared to bring forward; at the
same time reiterating his assurance that,
with the exception of es specially
mentioned, all the occurrences took place
in his own Louse, in the night, and with
ouly private fricuds present beside she
wedium,

Inn eclassifying the various plienomena
that have presented themselves to him in
the course of his inquiries Mr. Crookes re-
irst, to the movetnent of heavy
rith eontact bat without mechan-
T'liis he states ta be one of
the siiplest forms of the phenomena ob-
served, varying in degrees from a quiver-
ing or vibration of the room and its cone
tents to the actual rising into the air of a
heavy body when the hand of the medinm
is placed uponit. These movements, and
indeed most of the phenomena, are pre-
ceded by a peculiar cold air, sometimes
amounting to a decided wind, sufficient to
blow sheets of' paper about the room and
to cause a lowering of ths thermometer by
several degrees,

The second class tanifested themselves
as percussive and other allied sounds:
sometimes as delicate ticks, sometimes a
cescade of sharp sounds, as from an in-
duction coil in full work; detonations in
the air, sounds like scratehing, twittering
as of a bird, ete. These sounds were most
prominently developed in the presenceof
Miss Kate Fox, and manifested themselves
in all directions around her and in every
variety. He assures the reader that with
a full knowledge of the various theories
in regard to the sounds, Lie has tested them
all. and is well satistied that they are true
objective occurrences, not produced by
trickery or mechanical means, The third
class of phenomena consists in the altera.
tion of the weight of bodies, which will
be presented in detail in an early number
of the Quarterly Jouriut o Science, The
fourth class, namely, the movement of
heavy substances when at a distance from
the medium, he has seen in many instances.
His own chair, he says, has been twisted
partly round, while his feet were off the
floor. A chair was seen by all present to
wove slowly up to the table from a far
corner, when ull were watching it. On
one occasion, an empty arm-chair, at his
reguest, moved to where he was sitting,
and then slowly back agaln, a distance of
about three feet.  He has repeatedly scen,
in full light, the movement of a heavy
table, about a foot and a half off, each oce
enpant kneeling on his ehair, with hands
resting on the back, but not touching the
table, The fifth class is that of the rising
of tables and chairs off the ground, with.
ovut contact with any person, On five
separate occasions a lheavy dining table
rose hetween a few inches and a foot and
a half from the floor, under special cir-
cumstances which rendered trickery im-
possible, the hands and feet of the medi-
nm being held by him during this moves
ment,

The sixth elass is that of the levitation
of human beings, which has oecurred in
four jpstances in his presence, He has
seen Mr, Howe raised completely from
the floor of his room in several instances,
The accumulated testimony, establishing
Mr. Home's levitations, Mr. Crookes eon-
siders overwhelming; and he thinks it
greatly to be desired that some person,
whose evidence will be accepted as con.
clusive by the scientifie world, shall seri-
ously and patiently examine these alleged
fucts. The seventh class of phenomena
cousists in the moving of various small ar-
ticles without contact with any person,
which he bas frequently observed, and
where there conld be no suspicion of trick-
ery. He thinks that when he is in his
own dining-roour, seated in one part of
the room, with a number of persons keenly
watching the medium, the latter could not,
by any trickery, mnke an accordeon play
in his (Mi. Crookes'; own hands, when
tue keys are held downward, nor cause the
some accordeon to float about the room,
playing all the time, He thinks it impos-
sible to introduce machinery which shall
wave window curtains; pull up Veni-

tian I_xliuds eight feet off; tie a
kuot in s handkerchief and place
it i a remote corner of the

room; sound notes on a distant piano;
canse a card-plate to float about the room;
raise a Water-bottle and tumbler from the
table; make a coral necklace rise on end;
move about a fan so as to fan the com-
pany, or set in motion a pendulum when
encloséd in a glass case firmly cemented
to the wall. The eighth class is that of
luminous appearances, which, according
to Mr. Crookes, requirg that the room
shall be dark, as the liglts are in many
cases faint.  He states that he has seen a
solid self-luminous body, of the size and
neatrly the shape of a turkey's egg, float
noiselessly about the room, heing visible
for more than ten minutes, and striking
the table three times, with a sound like
that of a bard solid body, before fading
away, He has seen a seli-luninous  erys-
telline body pliced in his band by a hand
which did not belong to any person in the
zovmy, and a luminous cloud floating up-
ward to a picture.  {n the daylight he has
seen a lnminons cloud hover over g helio-
trope on & side-table, break off a sprig,
and carry the sprig to a lady: and on sev-
erul occasions Le has seen a similar lumi-
nous cloud visibly condense to the form
of a band, and carry about small objects,

This leads him to the next, or ninth
class, namely, the appearance of hands,
either self-luminous or visible by ordinary
light. Of these phenomena he gives
numerous instances. In one case, a small
hand rose up from an opening in the din-
ing table, and gave him a flower; it ap-
peared and then disappeared three times,
at intervals, affording Mr. Crookes ample
opportunity of satisfying bimself of its
reality, as it occurred in the light, in his
own room, while he was holding the
medinms hands and feet. The hands and
fingers donot alwaysappear solid and life-
like, sometimes, indeed; sceming like a
nebulous cloud. partly condensed in the
form of a hand. He has more than once
seen first an object move, then a luminous
cloud appear to formabout it, and, lastly,
the cloud eondense into shape and be-
come a perfectly formed band. At this
stage it was visible to all present. Some-
times it was life-like and graceful, the
fingers moving, and the ﬂeg apparently

n in the
room. At the arm or wrist it became hazy,
and passed off into a luminous cloud. To
the touch the band red sometimes
icy cold and dead, at others warm, grasp-
ing his own with the firm pressure of an
old friend. In one instance he retained
one of these hands in his own, firmly re-
solved not to let it escape. There was no
struggle, no effort to get loose, but it
gradually seemed to resolve itself
into vapor, and faded in that manner
from his p. The next or tenth class
of phenomena comprised those of direct
writing, exhibited sometimes in darkness,
sometimes in light, som&times without
any apparent agency, at others through
the medium of a hand. The eleventh
class embraces the rarest phenomena,
namely, those of phantom forms a_nd
faces, which he witnessed in a yery few
instances only. The twelfth class covers
phenomena that seem to point to the
agency of an exterior intelligence, other
than that of the medinm or some person
in the room. Although the hypothesis
has been suggested that the medium is
the source of this intelligence, by those
who think they see in this an explanation
of many of the facts, yet Mr. Crookes has
reason to believe that in certain instances,
at least, they resnlt from the agency of an
outside intelligence, not belonging to any
human being present. Under the thir-
teenth head, Mr. Crookes includes a vari-
ety of miscellaneous occurrences of a eom-
plex character, not easily grouped under
any of the preceding divisions, to which,
however, he refers only briefly, reserving
the details for the volume which he is
now preparing. He then proceeds to in-
dicate the theories thet have been brought
forward ta account for the phenomena
observed.

The first theory, that the phenomena
are all the results of tricks, clever me-
chanical arrangements, or legerdemain—
the mediums imposters and the rest of the
company fools- -he considers inadequate
to explain more than a very small propor-
tion of the facts. He has throughout
given a truthful account of what he him-
self observed, and has taken occasion to
prevent any collusion or trickery. He
furthermore states that although profes-
sional exhibitors frequently simulate many
of the phenomena referred to, it usually
requires an apartment specially prepared,
the lights properly arranged, and placed
in a particular direction, with a variety of
machinery and canfederates. In the most
striking of the cases mentionea by him,
the experiments took place in his own
house, and under -circumstances pre-
cluding the possibility of trickery.

A second theory is that the persons at a
seance are the victims of a sort of mania
or delusion, and imagine phenomena to
occur which have no real objective exis-
tence, a third that the whole is the result
of conscious or unconscious cerebral ac-
tion. These two theories Mr. Crookes
considers incapable of embracing more
than a few of the phenomena, and dis-
misses them.

The spiritual theories are next presented
that the phenomena are the result of the
action of the spirit of the mediums per-
haps In association with the spirits of
some or all of the people present; that
they are the actions of evil spirits or
devils personifying whom or what they
please in order to undermine Christianity
and ruin men's souls; or that they are the
actions of a separate order of beings,

living on the earth, and invisible,
but occasionally able to manifest
their presence, Another of the

spiritual ~ theories is that they are the
action of departed human beings. This
is the spiritual theory pur ercellence.
Mr. Crookes comes to the * Psychic

Force™ theory, which is a necessary ad-

junct of the others rather than a theory of
itself. According to this, the medinm (or
the circle of people associated together as
a wholey is supposed to possess a force,
power, influence, virtue or gift, by means
of which intelligent beings are enabled to
produce the phenomena observed.

The view held by Mr. Crookes himself
in regard to this subject he proposes to

resent in the volume to which reference

as already been made, which will prob-
ably make its appearance at an early day,
and which will undoubtedly be the sub-
ject of careful consideration on the part of
persons interested in the phenomena re-
ferred to.

In conclusion, we will repeat that Mr.
Crookes is a gentleman well known in
scientific circles as a chemist and physic-
ist, and the editor of two prominent Eng-
lish seientific journals, from the advanced
sheets of which we are enabled to give
this summary of his paper.

e
The Sovereigus of Industrys

We have received the constitution of the
order of the Sovereigns of Industry, the
by-laws of its national council, and a cir-
cular issued by it, and addressed to “the
iudustrial classes, the mechanics and work-
ingmen and women everywhere.”

The organization of the order resembles
that ot the Patrons of Husbandry. Mem
bers of the subordinate councils take the
degree of journeymen; members of the
national council take the degree of artisan;
and members of the supreme council,
which will not be instituted until 1875, will
be craftsmen. The rupreme ecouncil is to
be the court of last resort. The executive
power is lodgrd with an executive council
of seven wen. Its present members all
come from Massachusetts, but this is not
strange, since there are as yvet buat
three subordinate councils—in Worcester,
Springfield and New York city. The ob-
jects ot the order are roughly stated as the
elevation of the industrial classes. It is
open to “any person engaged in industrial
pursuits, of the age of sixteen years, of
good character.” It is a significant ruie
that says: **No political or religious tests of
membership shall be allowed.” The politi-
cal purposes of the order are avowed. It
declares itself to be in leagus with the
Patrons of Husbandry. The circular says:
“The Grangers have saved millions of
dollars to the farmers. Rut, since the
Grange admits only those who are inter-
ested in agricultural pursuits, it has been
found necessary to institute a new
order that shall welcome to its mem-
bership all classes of laboring men and
women. And this order will save to its
members also millions of dollars. It is, and
will continue to be, in thorough sympathy
and hearty co-operation with the Patrons
of Husbaury, both being parts of one great
whole, whose destiny is to work out a bet-
ter future for the indunstrial classes of this
country. The times are ripe for the move-
ment.  You have but to combine, working-
men and women! and a great and imme-
diate benefit is yours.” Whether or not
this movement can unite the workingmen
as thoroughly as the grange has united the
farmers, remains to be seen: but the present
powerful combination known as the “Pa-
trons of Husbandry" started from smaller
beginnings than the “Sovereigns of Indus-
try."—Chicago Tribune.

sl T
A Costly Comma.

The importance of careful congressional
bunctuation was strongly illustrated to-day
at the meeting of the Ways and Means
Cowmittee, where 1t was shown that a com-
ma in one place was worth $2,000,000. In
the tarift bill which went into effect August
1, 1872, it will be rembered that the free
list was extended by the addjtion of seve-
ral hundred articles. Among the number
added was ‘“‘fruit plants, tropical and sei-
tropical,” for the purpose of propagation
: cultivation. In engrossing the bill, or
in the process of copying it for official
printing, a comina was inserted after
*fruit,” and all fruit was thereby placed on
the free list. The cnstoms officers, how-
ever, not notieirg the change, continued to
collect duties on fruit until the error was
discovered. The W}y. and Means Com
mittee to-day agreed to report a bill to
remove the comma, in accordance with
with the of the law of 1872
The amount of tax illegally collected is

-— -
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not far from $2,000,000.

OF THE
-SEOOND SESSION
OF THE
THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLy
OF THE

STATE OF LOUISIANj,

SENATE.

Twenty-Seventh Day’s Seanion.

SeNATE CHANnR
Now Orleans, Febraary 6, 1671, |

The Senate met pursuant to adjournient,
and was called to order by Hon. C. C. An.
toine, Lieutenant Governor of the State and
President of the Senate.

On call of the roll the following Senatory
answered o their names:

Messrs. Anderson, Alexander, Barber,
Beiden, Blackburn, Blunt, Butler. Cage.
Chadbourn, Detiege, Daigle, Glaudin,
Greene, Harris, Ingraham, Masicot, Rey,
Stamps, Thomas, Twitchell—20.

The President announced a quorum pres.
ent,

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Root.

The reading of the journal of yesterday’y
proceedings was dispensed with, and the
journal corrected and adopted.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOVSE.

Hovsg oF REPRESENTATIVES,
New Orleans, February 6, 1874, ;

To the Honorable President and Me * or the
Senate:
Iam directed by the House 6K the

concurrence of your honorable body in the
following House bill, viz:

House bill No. 13, entitled an act anthor-
izing C. F. Estlin to sue the State of Lou.
isiana.

Very reapectfully,

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH,
Assistant Clerk.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. Anderson, chairman of the Commit-
tee on Judiciary, submitted the following
report :

Senate bill No. 327, an act to authorize the
police jury of the parish of Plaquemines to
issue bonds and to provide for the redemp-
tion thereof.

Favorably.

Senate bill No. 320, an act to expedite trial
of cauees in the Supreme Court of Louis-
iana at New Orleans, and to regulate the
same for a limited period.

Favorably.

Senate bill No. 191, an act to amend and
re-enact section 2749 of the Revised Stat-
utes.

Favorably.

Mr. Twitchell, chairman of the Commit-
tee on FKinance, submitted the following
report,

CommiTTRE ON FINANCE,
New Orleaus, February 6, 1374,

To the H ble Presid and Memb of the
Senate:

Your Committee on Finance, to whom was
referred House bill No. 12, an act to ex-
empt from State and municipal taxation
certain property of the St. Patrick’s Hall
Association in the city of New Orleans, and
to remit back taxes on the same, beg leave
to report the same with the followin,
amendment: In line eleven, after the wo!
“‘association,” insert ‘‘and be in actual nse
for charitable or religious purposes.” With
this iment, we d the pas
sage of the bill.

M. H. TWITCHELL,
Chairman;
T. B. STAMPS.
T. C. ANDERSON.
NOTICES OF BILLS.

8y Mr. Wharton:

A bill entitled an act to amend act No. 3,
approved January 24, 1874; to provide for
testing, at the instance of any taxpayer, in
the courts of this State the legality and
validity of any of the items of State in-
debtedness, the legality and validity of
which may have been or may be hereafter
questioned: prohibiting the board of liqui-
dation under said act No.3 of 1874 from
funding the questionable or doubttul obli-
gations of the State named in this act until
the same shall have been finally declared
legal and valid by the Supreme Court of
the State of Louisiana, and to provide
means for carrying into effect the provi-
sions of this act.

By Mr. Crawford:

An act to authorize the district judges
throughont the State, to order, either before
or after arrest, any person charged with
cowmmiting a crime, to any jail or prison
within the State for safety, whenever the
jail or prison for the parish in whi¢h the
crime was committed or warrant of arrest
issued is unsafe or unfit for the security of
prigoners,

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS ACCORDING TO PRE-
VIOUS NOTICE.

By Mn Glaudin:

A bill to be entitled an act making All
Saints’ Day a day of public rest.

The bill was read the first time.

The constitit onal rule was suspended by
a four-fifths vote, the bill read the second
time and referred to the Committee on Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. Bautler:

Senate bill No. 359, an act fixing the fees
and charges of the criminal sheriff for the
parish of Orleans in certain cases.

The bill was read the first time.

Lies over.

By Mr. Daigle:

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate
the town of Rayville, in the parish of La-
fayette.

The bill was read the first time.

The constitutional rule was suspended by
a four-fifths vote, the bill read the second
time and referred to the Committee on Cor-
porations and Parochial Affairs,

By Mr. Pollard:

An act to repeal act No. 106, an' act to
amend an act to incorporate the Crescent
City Gaslight Company, approved April 21,
1870, and to fix with more precision the
time when said company shall go into opera-
tion, and to authorize the issue of mortgage
bonde; to change the time for the election
of directors; and to limit the price to be
charged for gas, approved July 10, 1873,

The bill was read the first time.

The constitutional rule was suspended by
a four-fifths vote, the bill read the second
time and referred to the Committee on
Corporations and Parochial Affuirs.

By Mr. Kelso:

An act to amend and re-enact an act en-
titled “an act relative to the Supreme
Court, and to regulate the terms thereof,
the proceedings therein, appeals thereto,
and processes against the sureties on appeal
bonds,” approved March 16, 1870, and for
other purposes.

The bill was read the first time.

The constitutional rule was suspended
by a four-fifths vote, the bill read the
second time and referred to the Committee
on Judiciary.

By Mr. Brewster:

Senate bill No. 353, an act to fix the terms
ot the District Court of the State of Louis-
iana in the Fourteenth Judicial District.

The bill was read the first time.

The itutional rule was ded by
a four-fifths vote, the bill read the second
time.

The bill was considered engrossed.

'
The constitutional rule was suspeaded by

N T Rl > N |

ti
di

w
th

Lot
ng

the

M
o
and

T
ope
to b
Bry
foll

Y
Bt
Det
Ing
The
N
wter
che




