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COURT RECORD.

SATURDAY, MAHC1I 28, 1874.

United S tates Circuit Court.
N. N. Frisbie, Esq., is appointed United 

Commissioner.
The following decision was rendered by 

Judge Woods:
Charles Case, receiver of Crescent City 

National Bank of New Orleans, vs. Citi­
zens’ Bank of Louisiana.

The fifty-second section of the currency 
act(13 8 ta t, 116) declares ‘-that all trans­
fers of the notes, bonds, bills of exchange 
and other evidences ol debt owing to any 
association or of deposits to its credit, all 
assignment of mortgages, sureties on real 
estate or of judgments or decrees iu its 
favor, all deposits of money, bullion or 
other valuable thing for its use or for the 
use of any ot its shareholders or creditors, 
and all payments ot money to either, 
made after the commission of an act 
of insolvency, or in contemplation thereof, 
with a view to prevent the application 
of its assets in the manner prescribed bv 
ibis act, or with a view to the preference (if 
one creditor to another, except in payment 
of its circulating notes, shall he utterly null 
and void.”

Relying upon these provisions of the 
statute, the complainant, Charles Case, the 
receiver of the Crescent City National 
Bank, files this hill against the Citizens’ 
Bank of Louisiana.

The bill, after averring the appointment 
of the complainant as receiver, alleges in 
substance that between the first day of De­
cember, 187;!, and the sixth of February, 
1878, the Crescent City Bank drew hills of 
exchange on F. DeLizardi 4c Co., of Lon­
don, amounting in the aggregate to £26,601 
6s 7d cash, being payable in sixty days after 
sight, and sold the same to the defendant, 
the Citizens' Bank.

That afterward, about February 26, 1878, 
tlio said Lizardi i t  Co., having, alter the 
acceptance by them, and before the ma­
turity of the hills, tailed, the defendant 
demanded from the Crescent City Bank 
indemnity against loss on said hills, 
and for the purpose of such indemnity the 
the Crescent City Bank transferred to 
the defendant promissory notes, hills and 
evidences of debt amounting to $'160,000. 
which were then and there the property of 
the said Crescent City Bank. That at the 
time of said transfer the Crescent City 
Bank had drawn and had negotiated for 
value bills of exchange on said L’zardi & 
Co. to an amount largely exceeding its capi­
tal stock: that the hank had provided Li­
zardi 4z Co. with funds to meet the same at 
maturity; that by the failure of Lizardi & 
Co. the said hills would he dishonored and 
the said hank held liable therefor, and that 
the funds provided for the payment of said 
hills had been then lost to the hank by 
reason of the l'ailure of Lizardi &, Co., and 
that by reason thereof and of other losses 
the hank was then insolvent; that its in­
solvency was known to itself anil the de­
fendant; that said notes, bills and evidences 
of debt were transferred to the defendant
in contemplation of the insolvency of the 
Crescent City Bank and with a view to give 
a preference to defendant over other cred­
itors. The hill prays that the transfer of 
said assets he declared void and the de­
fendant may he compelled to account for 
them to the complainant.

The answer ol the defendant, the Citi­
zens Bank, which is given under tho com­
mon seal of the corporation, denies all The 
material averments of the bill, except that 
the Crescent City Bank had provided Lizar­
di A; Co. with funds to meet the hills drawn 
on them; that by the failure of L’zardi it 
Co. the said hills would he dishonored anil 
the hank held liable therefor, and that the 
luuds provided had been lost to tho hank 
at the time of the transfer to the defendant 
of said assets.

The complainant files the general replica­
tion.

Iu passing upon tlie case it is material to 
consider whut it is necessary for the com­
plainant to establish in order to render void 
the transferee the notes, hills, etc., to the 
Citizens' Bank.

The transfer must have been made after 
the commission of an act of insolvency, or 
in cuuteiuplution ol insolvency, and with a 
view,to give a preference to one creditor 
over another, or with a view to prevent tlie 
application of the assets of the hank in 
the manner prescribed by the currency act.

I know of no reason why a dill'erent mean­
ing should he given to the word insolvency 
as applied to hanks iu the ctnreney art 
lrom the meaning given the same word in 
the bankrupt act, as applied to traders: 

••Insolvency, as used in the bankrupt act, 
when applied to traders, does not mean an 
absolute inability of the debtor to pay his 
debts at some future time, upon a settle­
ment and winding up of his allairs, but a 
present inability to pay iu the ordinary 
course of his business; or in other words, 
that a trailer is insolvent when he can not 
pay his debts in the ordinary course of his 
business, as men in trade usually do; and 
MieU must he the conclusion, even though 
his iuahiiity be not so great as to conq 
him to stop business.” Wa -cr v# Hal!
Wall 599. “ , la “ ’

f liis definition of insolvency, in mv lud'z- 
menr, is the meaning of the word'in the 
currency act.

It is only necessary that tho inso'venev 
should be in the contemplation of the hark 
making the transfer. The party to whom 
the transfer is made need not know of or 
contemplate the insolvency of the bank 
which makes tho transfer.

Thus it was held by Mr. Justice Story 
under the bankrupt act of 18+1, that to con­
stitute a  conveyance “in contemplation of 
bankruptcy” it was not necessary that tlie 
professed creditor should know of the 
debtor's insolvency or should cooperate
with him to obtain a priority of payment.
Beckham, assignee, vs. Burroughs, 3 'Story 
DU.

The tacts clearly established by the evi­
dence, ra ti about which there seems to l>e 
no dispute.‘are as follow*: Between the 
second of December, 1872, and the 6ixth of 
February, 1873, the Crescent City Bank

Urftvfa tiiUg ob E, UcUzardi & tV, oi J

London, which bad been sold by the bank 
and which were held as follows:

By the Citizens’ Bank, £19,400; bv the Ca­
nal bank of New Orleans, £6600; bv'the State 
National Bank of New Orleans, £60,000- bv 
Eugene Kelly & Co., £35.000; by Ed ward C. 
1 aimer, £10.000; by Mr. A. Carriere, £4000;
by Duncan, Sherman & Co., £6000; and
other hills held by other persons. So that 
at the time of the failure of the house of 
Lizardi 4c, Co. there were bills out­
standing drawn by the Crescent City Bank 
on Lizardi &. Co. to the amount of 
£ 111,000.

The failure of the house of L izarui 4c. Co , 
the drawees and acceptors of these bills, 
took place on tlie fourteenth of February. 
1873, before the maturity ol any of the hilis, 
and was positively known to Sumner, the 
president of the Crescent City Bank, on the 
sixteenth instant.

By the transfer of notis, hills, and other 
evidences ol debt, on the twenty-sixth of 
February, by the Crescent City Bar.]; to the 
Citizens' Bank, the latter was fully secure 1 
for the bills held by it drawn on Lizardi & 
Co. by the Crescent City Bank to the 
amount of £19,100. On the thirteenth of 
March, in consequence of the failure of Li­
zardi &. Co., the Crescent City Bank weut 
to protest on its circulation, and has since- 
been put in liquidation.

The Citizens’ Bank lost nothing l>y the 
failure of the Cresegnt City Bank, having 
been fully secured by the hills held by it on 
Lzardi. The Canal Bank, Eugene Kelly 

Co., Palmer and Carriere received no 
security on or payment of the lulls held bv 
them, amounting to £54,600. Tlie cipital 
stock of the Crescent City Bank was 
*500,000.

These facts show the commission of an 
act of insolvency by tne Crescent City 
Bank—the insolvency of the bank, the 
transfer of notes, bonds, etc., and the pre­
ference of one creditor to another.

These facts alone do not, however, make 
the transfer void. It is necessary to the 
complainants’ case to establish two addi­
tional facts:

1. That the transfer was made in contem­
plation of the insolvency of the Crescent 
City Bank; and 2. That it was made with a 
view to give a preference to the Citizens’ 
Bank over other creditors, ar.d to prevent 
the application of said assets in the manner 
provided by the currency act.

If the complainant has established these 
faefs in addition to those already stated, he 
has made out the ease annexed in his hill.

In passing upon the first point it is ob­
vious to’ inquire, was the Crescent City 
Bank really insolvent at the time of the 
transfer of the not-s, hills, etc., to the Citi­
zens’ Bank, cu the twenty-sixth of Febra- 
ray, 1873 !

We have in evidence a report of the con­
dition of the bank on the fourteenth of Feb­
ruary, 1873, the very day that Lizardi i t  Co., 
of London, failed.

On that day the resources are stated at 
$1,545,864 51, in which is included an item 
of $661,968 01 under the head of “othereash 
assets.” This item is shown by the testi­
mony of John Davis, the book-keeper of the 
bank, “ to consist of a class of bonds, stocks 
etc., which bonds amount to ninetv per cent 
of the capital, which is $564,000. Tue bonds 
are $500,000 : so that on account of $561,000 
there Were $500,000 bonds.

11 is evident from this statement that this 
item of $561,958 01 consisted mainly of 
the bonds of the United States to se­
cure the circulation of the bank 
with the premium thereon. It was not, 
therefore a cash item ; it was not available 
for the payment of the liabilities of tho 
hank. The exhibit in which this item 
occurs, and the same item is found in the 
exhibit made on February 24, Februarv 23 
and March 7, was not a ia'ir statement of the 
condition of this bank. This is made appar­
ent by the fact that among tho liabilities of 
the bank the capital stock is not set down 
as a liability, to oilset the bonds deposited 
to secure circulation, with the premium 
thereon.

The item, therefore, of $561,958 01 slioubi 
ha stricken lrom the statement of the re­
sources of the hank. This'leaves the re­
sources at $983,896 53 on February 11. On 
the same day the liabi lities of the bank are 
stated at $9.3,303 12, showing an excess of 
resources over liabilities of $10,593 68 ou'v.
But on the fourteenth of February Lizardi 
& Co., of London, failed, (in that day, as 
shown by the evidence ot Mr. John Davis, (he 
exchange clerk of the Crescent City Bank, 
the amount of the bills outstanding, drawn 
by the Crescent City Bank on Lizardi 4c Co., 
of London was £111.000, which reduced to 
dollars at the current rate of exchange at 
that time would he about $604,000. The 
bank had sent forward about $606,000 to 
cover these drafts. lhe»eremittances were 
misappropriated by Lizardi 4c Co., and 
none of the $604,000 ot exchange drawn l>y 
the. Crescent City Bank ou Lizardi 4c Co. 
was paid by them.

Here, then, is a hank whk-b on Februarv 
11 shows resources over liabilities to the 
amount of only $10,593, and on that day by 
the failure ol L'zardi 4c Co. has withdrawn 
lrom its available resources mr an indefi­
nite period the sum of $606,000, with the 
prospect ot losing iu the end a large por- 
tion thereof, liiis statement makes per­
fectly clear the "iiiahiiity" of the Crescent 
City Bank “to pay its debts in the ordinary 
course of business”—in o'iier words makes 
clear its insolvency. This loss or suspen­
sion ol assets by the lailure of Lizardi 4c 
Co. was greater than tho available re­
sources of the bank- added to its capital 
stock by more than $95,000.

.Summers, the president of tho Crescent 
C‘ty Bank, must have known of this con­
dition of aifairs before the twenty-sixth of 
February. In laet lie must have known it; 
it is impossible he should not have known 
it, as soon as ho heard of lailure of Li­
zardi <fc Co.

Mr. Keynes testifies “ that on the fifteenth 
of February be received a despatch from I 
Eugene Kelly, of New York, who held bills | 
ol the Crescent City Bank on L iz ird iit 
Co. to tho amount of £35,000; that the a 
ceptances were due that dav. and that 
they were unpaid; and that such dishonor 
was virtually Ihe failure of the hank; and 
that lie expected no preferred payments.
Keynes showed the telegram to Summer*, 
the president of the Crescent City Lank, 
and insisted on liis acting according to it.”

Mr. Faurie, the cashier ol* the Crescent 
City Bank, testifies that the remittances 
sent by the hank to Lizardi 4k Co., of 
L’lndon, to pay the bills were, misappro­
priated, and therefore the hills came luck.

When we found the remittances were 
misappropriated we thought it would break 
tho hunk.”

“Some of the directors thought that if the 
remittances had been properly appropriated 
they would come out all right, hut if they 
had not been properly appropriated they 
knew the hank had gone under. They said 
so. As soon ns we were advised of the rnisap- 
priation of the remittances made by Lizaroi 
A; Co of London, every ofiioer of tue bank 
knew that it waabroken.-’

George Jonas, the president of the Canal 
Bank, testifies that as soon as it was known 
that tlie house ol L zardi 4k Co., of London, I 
had lailod, the credit ot the Crescent City 
Bank was materially impaired; its business 
was diminished; there was urgency and 
anxiety among its creditors to obtaiu secu- 
1 r-)’; soon as it was known that Lizardi 

iV Co. had tailed every creditor wanted ee- 
curny ii]he could get it. He, Jonas, weut to 
see summers, tho president, several times 
to get security. .Summers made an apuoint- 
meut li) meet him on February 23. ami said 
lie would bring bills receivable of a suffi­
cient amount the cover the hills held- 
by the Canal Bank, lie failed to 
keep tue appointment, hut sent Jonas 
word the next day that his board de­
termined to make no further preferences 
and declined to give any security what­
ever. Jie lurtber testiHes “that upon tlie 
failure of Lizardi 4c Co. the stock of the 
Crescent City Bang ran down rapidly and 
he heard of parties who were anxiomUo get 
rid ot it lor nothing-. on i.j tlieir
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the failure ot Lizardi & Co., of London, the 
C»e*oent City Bapk was insolvent. As soon 
as it was known that Lizardi & Co. bad 
misappropriated the funds sent to pay the 
bills drawn on them by the bank, the in­
solvency of the bank was known to its 
cashier, its directors, and was currently ru ­
mored and suspected by the interested pub­
lic. The hoard of directors as early as 
Februarv 22. had "determined to make no 
further preleienees." Hero is the oiiic;al 
act of the board of directors which in ett’ec-t 
implies the insolvency of the hank. Js it 
possible that Summers, a member ol and 
president of the board of directors, and 
who himself reported this action of the 
board to Jonas, did not know of the insolv­
ency of the hank"? The “contemplation of 
insolvency” is in my judgment clearly es­
tablished.'

It remains to inquire whether the trans­
fer of notes, etc., made on the twenty sixth 
of February, to the Citizens’ Bank, in con­
templation of insolvency, was made with a 
view to the prelerenoe of one creditor to 
another.

The fact is beyond dispute that the Citi­
zens’ Bank, was preferred because itlwas 
paid in full, while other creditors similaily 
situated, were nut paid any part of their 
claims.

Did Summers, in making the transfer of 
notes, etc., do it with a view to a prefer­
ence 1 The law presumes he l ad in view 
the natural result of his acts. But defend­
ant claims to have shown that the trans­
fer was made to provide means to pay the 
bills drawn by the Crescent City BaDk in 
London, and thus save the credit of the 
bank. Why, then, were not all the holders 
of the bills applied to to discount paper from 
the portfolio of the bank, and thus furnish 
tho means to each to take care of his own 
bills! This arrangement was made with 
a part, hut not with all.

It was made with tlie Cit’zens' D ink and 
others. They were secured, and the hills 
held by them paid. The hills held by 
others were left unsecured and were pro­
tested. How was the credit of the bank to 
be maintained by such a course?

E. C. Palmer, wLo held £10,W0 of 
the bills of the Crescent City 
Bunk drawn on Lizirdi ifc Co., 
heard of the Injure of the drawers 
on February 15, and within two hours went 
around to tho hank. He saw Mr. Faurie, 
the cashier, who told him to go and.see Mr. 
Summers, the president. He found him talk­
ing with three cr four of the direc'ors. No 
offer was made to Palmer to transfer to him 
assets from the portfolio of the hank, in 
order to secure him. Doubtless he would 
have been willing to take care of the £10,000 
of bills of exchange which he held, drawn 
by the Crescent City Bank on Lizardi 4z 
Co. if he could have been made secure out 
of the portfolio of the hank. So would the 
Canal Bank, and Eugene Kelly 4c Co., and 
Carriere. But no such opportunity was 
afforded them. These favors were reserved 
by Summers for the Citizens’ Bank and 
others.

Tho truth is, as is evident by the testi­
mony, that one at least of the purposes of 
the transfer of assets to the Citizens’ Bank 
by the Crescent, City Bank was to secure 
the Citizens’ BaDk ou the hills which it had 
purchased from the Crescent City Bank on 
Lizardi it  Co. The pretense that this transfer 
was only to sustain the credit of the Crescent 
Bank is too transparent to deceive any one 

I am of opinion, therefore, that after a 
review- of ail the evidence in the case that 
the transfer by the Crescent City Bank to 
the Citizens' Bank of the notes, hills, etc., 
mentioned in the bill of complaint was 
made iu contemplation of insolvency, with 
a view to the preference of one creditor to 
another, and is. therefore, utterly null and 
void Let a decree be entered as prayed ior 
in the bill.

fsu iierio r D is tr ic t  C o u rt.
Crescent City Gaslight Company vs. 

New Orleans Gaslight Company.—State of 
Louisiana and city of New Orleans, inter­
veners. Arguments continued.

F ir s t  D is tr ic t  C o u rt.
INFORMATIONS FILED.

Breaking and entering a dwelling house, 
etc.—John Bruuingham.

Justice Laresche constitute a just or legal 
cause sufficient to authorize him to recuse 
himself.

A judge can recuse himself, but he can 
do so only where parties would have the 
right of rectisiDg him. C. P. art. 340, 2 A. 
P-.46 and 62. The just causes expressed 
by law for which a judge may be recused 
are the following ones: 1. H13 being inter­
ested jti the cause; 2. His being related to 
one of the parties within the fourth degree; 
3. His having been employed or consulted 
as advocate in tlie cause: 4. His being the 
father-in-law, son-m law or brother-in-law 
of one of tbo parties; C. P., arts. 337, 338, 
339. Considering the provisions contained
in the articles above quoted of the Code of 
Practice, considering also and weighing the 
reason assigned by the said justice of the 
peace ior his refusal to try the two causes 
ot Henry Lagardere vs. William Schaffer, 
l am satisfied that said reasons, though sutfi 
cient tocreate and justify some conscientious 
scruples, do nut come within the provision 
of the Code of Practice defining the just or 
legal cause for which a judge may be re­
cused. and that the parties to said cause 
could not invoke these reasons as giving 
them a legal right to the recusation of the 
said justice of the peace. The parties to 
said suits having, therefore, no right under 
the construction or the rigid provision of 
the Code of Practice to recuse the justice, 
Laresche, and. under the article 310 of the 
same code, a judge having authority to re 
case himself only where the parties' could 
I am of opinion that said jostioe, Laresche, 
has no strict legal right to persist in his re 
fusal to try the two suits above mentioned.

I will here remark that the conclusion ar­
rived at by me in this ease has been prompt­
ed not on 13- by the prescription of law. as 
above quoted, but also by the allegation 
contained in the relator's petition, “ that 
the defendant. William Shatter, stated be­
fore the lower court that he would not con­
sent, if requested, to the substitution of an.v 
other justice of the peace in the place of 
Judge Laresche.”

For these reasons it is ordered and de­
creed that the writ oi mandamus, herein is­
sued, be made peremptory, directing and 
commanding the Hon. John E. Laresche, 
third justice of the peace for the parish of 
Orleans, to try and de.-ide. in due course of 
law, the two causes entitled Henry Lagar­
dere,administrator, versus William Schaf­
fer, Nos. 964 aud 1222 of the docket of the 
third justice court lor the parisii of Or­
leans.

F o u r th  D U tric t C o u rt.
Milton Robinson vs. J. B. Patton.—On 

petition for writ of habeas corpus the pris­
oner was remanded to prison.

H O R SE AND R ID E R .

Mt foot I have put in the stirrun,
Go quickly my fleetest of steeds.

Thv master s beet will aud intentions 
,  Are weak as the quivering reeds I 

Ko matter what highwav thou takest,
The better the farthest that leads.

Ebe thought that she he’d me in bondage 
So smiling—that little bionde girl !—

Fly, fly thee away from the siren.
As back my defiance I hurl'

Put the long, weary marshes between us. 
Else I yield to her fluttering curl!

Every day I flare ridden so gaily -
To meet hut her laughter aud scorn :

Take care !—tliou art finding a pathway 
That- leads ’neatii the blossoming thorn i 

Thou knowest it well, but avoid it ;
Go seek a desert forlorn.

Her cheek like the palest white roses.
Her voice like the waves on the shore, 

loose eyes like the heaven above 11s !
False gods! whom iu vain I adore !

Such love songs my fancies are siugiug—
Go quickly, my steed, X implore !

Mv Boul is resuming its courage—
Biave hoist! ihou hast gallantly sped— 

Anathemas fly from me freely 
But my heart is as heavy as lead ; 

mv lips, which I laden witli courage,
But whisper, "I love her,-’ instead.

Ah ! beauty, capricious and cruel,
Disdainful, yet keeping lrom me 

The power to love others as truly 
As now I am sighing ior thee!

If but we had hearts without leeliug 
How easy a liletime w-ould be !

My steed, mend thy faltering paces !
Each evening the watches alone;

Thou must run from these dangerous places 
n here the nightingale utters her moan.

A tear may drop down on tli.v fetlock—
“ ny liugerest thou like a drone ?

Thou seest the lane 'neath the branches 
M here tlie sunbeams but euter and d e ?

Ha! there is the tuft gemmed with daisies, 
Aud the road we attempted 10 dy !

Ob ! feeblest of horses and riders,
Who can not get lost if they try !

Bat on ! we must ou with our .journey;
Ah, no! wait a moment and see—

Perhaps the white hand iu the window 
Is waiving a signal to mi;

We must make our adieus mv-brave courser, 
To-morrow our journey shall be !

[—From the E’renclr, by Gustavo Kadand.

C H A R L E S  SU-HNER.

M yron

rid of it for nothing, on account 
liability as stockholders in case ot a failure."

Edward C. Palmer testifies that ire is in 
commercial business in New Orleans, and 
was director in a national hank at tlietime 
of the failure of Lizardi 4c Co. Ho says that 
upon that event there was hut one opinion 
expressed that it conld not do aDythiD* 
else hut ultimately break the Crescent City 
Bank. This was the geueral opinion among 
financial men that he talked with.
. L. F. Centres, who has often been direc­

tor of banks in New Orleans, testifies that 
immediately on the failure of Lizardi 4c 
Co., ot Londo*, there was great anxiety 
here about the Crescent City Bank, from 
its relations with Lizardi 4c *Co. I t  mani- 
tested itself some days after the failure was 
Known. At first there was no anxiety, but 
6t!il it grew up aud became very urgent.

Ine result of thi3 evidence is that upon

TRUE BILLS.
Assault and battery—Susan Landry, Cor­

poral Miller, Thomas Donohue.
False imprisonment—Corporal Miller. 
Larceny—Henr.v C. Bull, two charges. 
Falsely aiteriug a public record—Wi ­

liam H. Seymour, Philip McKenna.
SENTENCED.

Assault and battery—Henry Forchter, 
Georga Meyers. Christian Russel!; each $5 
tine or one dav in Parish Prison; Pat Burk, 
$2 50.

Larceny—James Rheinhar.it, alias Flash 
Coon; six months iu the Penitentiary.

PLEADED NOT GUILTY.
Larceny—Frank Paul.
Assault and battery—Frank Hitch. S.<in 

Mitchell.
.Second D is tr ic t  C o u rt.

Successions of Charles Banmgarten, Mrs. 
Barbara Young, Henry Graham. Mrs. Ro­
salia Dorman, wife of Felix Delaney and 

• Marie Celeste Bernard, wife of Pierre '4 2 - 
odai Olivier opened.

T h ird  D is tr ic t C o u rt.
Judge Meunier rendered the following 

decision:
•State of Louisiana, ex relation? H en r y  

Lagardere, administrator of tlie succession 
of Annie Christman, vs. John L. 1,'iiesehe, 
third justice of the peace for the parish of 
Orleans.—Application fur a writ ot manda­
mus. This controversy arises lrom the re­
fusal on the p irt of tlie third justice ot the 
peace to try two suits pending before tlie 
court wherein lie exercises his judicial func­
tions, and entitled Henry Lagardere, ad­
ministrator, vs. William Schaffer. Tlio rel­
ator alleges that on the ---- day of March,

1 1874, at A. M., tho two cases of 
! Henry Lagardere, administrator, vs. Wil­

liam .Shatter, Nos. 961 and 1222 ou the dock­
et of tho tiiiril justice's court, were duly 
called for trial, the parties being represent­
ed bj- their respective attorneys then present 
in court, when, then and there, tiie court 
being in session, the Hon. John Laresche, 
judge ot said justice court, ex proprio 
main announced his intention not to 
try said causes, and decided that they 
should ho submitted for determination 
to any other justice of the peace acting in 
his stead, alleging, as his reasons for’aot 
trying said cases, “ that the same had al­
ready been up and tried before him; that he 
hail such an intimate knowledge of the 
matters from that circumstance, an.l had 
such fixed opinions of tho questions likely 
to he again brought up and discussed, that 
he felt lio must and would be inclined 
against tlie defendant, tearinsr he could not 
hear tlie cause with any hope ot doing jus­
tice to said defendant; and would, there­
fore, refuse, and did refuse, to try the 
same.” To this relator alleges that he ob­
jected, on the ground that said justice had 
110 legal or just cause of recusation; that 
without a ju st or legal cause ot recusation 
no other justice might try said cause in his 
p ace, stating at the same time, however, 
that if it was simply disagreeable and re­
pugnant to said justice to try the said 
eases, he (relator) could consent',and agree 
with defendant to transfer tlie same to any 
other justice s court ol competent jurisdic­
tion; that counsel f..r defendant de­
clined iu open coyrc to give such 
consent; and also stated, in an­
swer to an inquiry, that ho would 
not, it requested, consent to tho substitution 
of any ether justice of tlie peace in the 
place of Judge Laresche; and that, notwith­
standing^ this, said Justice Laresche refused 
to try said cause. \\ herefore, the relator, 
Henry Lagardere, in his capacity of adminis­
trator ot Annie Christman's succession, 
alleging that the retusal on the part of the 
third justice ot the peace to try the two 
causes above mentioned is injurious to him 
anil amounts to a denial of justice, prays 
for a writ of mandamus, uireetiug and 
commanding the lion. John Laresche, third 
justice of the peace for the parish of Or­
leans, to try and decide without delay said 
two cases, Nos. 961 and 1222 of the docket 
of said thud justice eouit. The justice, 
Laresche, iu his answer to the application 
ol the relator, admits as true ana correct 
the allegation contained in relator's peti­
tion. and on the day of the trial ot this case 
he appeared in court in propria jwsona, 
and stated, as his reason for refusing to try 
tue two causes above mentioned, that “he 
thinks the defendant's witnesses afe un­
worthy of belief; that he would not believe 
Uiem under oath, and that said cause hav- 
lng already been tried before him, he was 
tamihar wifli the facts and circumstances 
connected with the same, and he teared to 
he inclined against the defendant.”

1  he only question presented by the piead- 
h1** is whether the reasons assigned by

M inu tes  o f  the  R ep u b lican  M eeting  H eld  
a t  T h lbodaux , L a fo u rc h e , M arch  i l l ,  
to  C om m em orate the D ea th  o f  the  H o n . 
C harleo  S u m n er.

The meeting was called to order by the 
chairman of the committee on arrangements.

The exercises were opened with singing 
and prayer by the Revs. W. Murrell and F. 
James.

Introductory remarks were made bv tlie 
chairman explaining the object ot the meet­
ing.

ihe  meeting then proceeded to the elec­
tion ol officers, tin motion Hon. Oscar 
Crosier was elected president.

On motion tlie lollowing gentlemen were 
d i eted officers:

Vice Presidents—J. S. Bidden, T. A. Cage, 
H. Keyes, T. P. Sherbon, F. 1{. tVright, 
General Lyon. Ames Sim=. J. Wright, Hon. 
W . Murrell, C. Xicols, H. Franklin, L. J. 
Gemini aux, L. Langman, D. II. Reese, M. 
McCoy, J. Coabon, Weslev Staffer, S 
Bayur, M. A. Lade;, L. Jolissamt, J. itf! 
Wade, U. Higginbottom, Enoch Dunn, John 
Nicola, C. J. Braxton, A. Brown, E. Adams, 
Laban Brown, Vic. Gaignard.

Secretaries—A. Panale. B. A. Curtis, G. 
L. Miller. Gastar Schmeats.

Chaplains—Rev. W. Murrell, Rev. F. 
Tames. Rev. J .  Rhodes. Rev. 8. Osborne, 
i.'ev. W. Wiiitly, Rev. N. Taylor, Rev. H. 
Crimes.

The officers being elected. Hon. W. Mur­
rell was then called upon to address the 
meeting. Ihe purport ot his speech was as

T rib u te  to  I l l s  M em ory by Rev,
W . R e e d .

Tie that followetli after righteousness and un-rev 
flndeth lilr.—Frovtrlis, twenty-first chapter, twen- 
•y-urst verse.

The theme is Charles Sumner, anil the 
text 13 as read.

It is increasingly difficult to become a 
great man, for greatness is relative and pre­
sumes an average littleness. Socrates is 
seen across the centuries, a lonely figure, 
the one visible of millions. Plutarch has to 
be patient anil search diligently, and wide, 
and long, to recruit his battalion of heroes. 
But now the earth is getting fiat. Every 
valley is exhausted, and it seems, and per­
haps is, that the mountains are brought 
low. Doubtless it is a leveling up, a raising 
of the grade. Our common people are not 
the common people of Judea, or of Greece 
or of Iionie. A man might he as tall to-day 
as the tall man of the old time, but you 
could not see him so far. The printed word, 
and steam and lightning tend to make an 
uneven world a plain. The swamp being 
drained lilts itself to the sun, anil the tops 
of the mountains, blown against bv the free 
wind, are worn away. Who is the great man 
ofto-davf It is an idle oiipstimi Tiu>r«-ir.

Ladies and gen lemen—The occasion that 
has brought us together is a sad one. It is 
to express our regrets at tue death of Hon. 
Cfiaries Sumner, of Massachusetts, who, be- 
ing the great promoter of liberty, should ex­
cite our sympathies tor the loss our nation 
has sustained by liis death. Never wa3 there 
such a light in the firmament of American 
history as that retb-cted bv Charles 8 um- 
ner. He lived nearly sixty-four years, and 
his entire li e was consumed in trviug to 
ameliorate the condition ox .humanity, and 
what he lias consummated will be received 
as a blessing to posterity for coming ages.

ills civil rights biii, which occupied a 
promiuet place in liis memory even at his 
death, will be remembered, and the words 
lie uttered will lie evermore repeated and 
r* n-rcted along the agi-s. *■ fake care of mv 
civil rights biii” is engraven on tlie rocks 
of ages, over which the iiaml ot time may 
rub, tlie torrents may roll, but which eter­
nity itself can not efface.

Several other gentlemen addressed the 
meeting, and spoke ot tlie grandeur aud 
truthfulness ot ti-e iim of the departed.

lion. W. Murrell submitted the followin'' 
resolutions:

W h e r e a s , It has pleased Almighty God 
to remove our beloved friend. Him. Charles 
Sumner, of Massachusetts, from his sphere 
of usefulness; and
, W hereas, It is our desire to put on record 

tue esteem and appreciation that the people 
ot the parish ol LalourcLe, and especially 
the colored people, entertain of his distin- 
2 U:she<i service# in the cause of universal 
liberty; therefore be it

hesolrctl, That this meeting most sincere! v 
regrets the sudden death oi the Hon. Charles 
Sumner, and that we realize the mournful 
fact that in liis dealh liberty lias lost a 
staunch anil true friend, tlie' Republican 
part.v an able defender and the colored 
people one of tlieir oldest and dearest 
lneiiils and benefactor;; and be it further 

Jtesolvcd. ’1 hat the president and secre­
tary ol this meeting be requested to trans­
mit a copy ol these resolutions to the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the State of Massachusetts, 
and that a copy oi the same he published in 
the New Orleans R epublican and all other 
Republican papers in the Skate ot Louisi­
ana. and they he respectfully requested to 

^publish the proceedings.
It * V/!red. J hat Hons. B. F. Buller and 

O. J*. Morton be requested to use tbeir 
potters to consumate the unfinished work 
of the deceased Seuatur.

it is

H u rry in g  Up the  H oneym oon .
ftorrespondence of the I’ourier-Jeiirna 

W ashington, March 9 —And now 
rumored that Miss Grant’s wedding is to be 
hastened and the names of iier live brides- 
maids are given. These are the Misses 
Boric, of Philadelphia, nieces of tlie ex- 
Seerotary of the Navy: Miss Drexel, 
daughter of the Philadelphia hauker; Miss 
h ittv  Cooke, (laughter of the ex-hanker, 
Henry D. Cooke, and Miss Anna Karnes, 
daughter ol the Surgeon General. I have 
not j-et heard the names of the grooms- 
m<;"- Of course. Colonel Frederick Grant 
wiiij he Miss Cooke's groomsman; she 
s his luueee. It has been thought 
est, since the arrival of Mr. Sartoru, 

ailow the marriage to take place 
xt month, instead of waiting until 

Ottober. The secret of the engagement 
was well kept, until the arrival in Philadel­
phia of Miss Fanny Kemble, who is Mr. Sar- 
toris’ aunt. She mentioned the fact fir.it. 
M hen tlie elder Mr. Sartoria and his,son 
met Miss Grant on the steamer coming from 
Kn^land last October year, thev vrere on 
their wav to Michigan,"where Mr. Sartoris 
owns lands, anil he lut'-nded to locate this, 
his second son, in t hat State, for him to earn 
Ids own living. 'Ihe sudden death of the 
Oldest son took place while they were trav­
eling in the West, and a telegram was sent 
to President Grant to learn their where­
abouts, and inform them of the sad news. 
Of course they returned to England imme­
diately upon the receipt of this intelligence.

Washington correspondent of th 
t:s Hi puli’, cun, of tlie twenty-thin

A D enia l.
The 

St. Lou 
says:

President Grant, in conversation yester­
day with a leading Western Republican 
Senator, said the statement in a Washiai'- 
ton special dispatch to the New York p a p e rs  
published yesterday morning, that any legis­
lation tending to infiation must run aground 
of his veto was wholly without foundation, 
that he had conversed with no ohe on that 
subject at all. and that if he were himself a 
member of Congress he should regard an 
intimation of a veto in advance of legisla­
tion as an unbecoming threat.

of to-day f It is an idle question. There are 
a great many candidates; not one would 
fail to get a complimentary vote; n* one 
would receive a majority. No man now has 
all eyes upon him in the Senate or on the 
street. I think one might well despair 
henceforth of becoming the great man. 
What remains then! Let every man make 
the most of himself. The result will be a 
peculiar difference and an excellence of 
kind, a new man in the world.

To be that is perhaps ambition enough. 
To he excellent in his own place and wav 
is within the power of every creature that 
has life. That is the best he can do. and it 
is enough. One may easily fail in that. 
W'e are *11 men of whom more might have 
been made. We have been waiting for 
some workman to come along to draw us 
out and fashion us. Whereas the sufficient 
workman and only one aide lias been, aud 
is now, close by, coiled lazily iu the breast 
ot him who waits. So I have seen a man 
hunting for his spectacles, wondering where 
they were, when lie had them on.

Now and then we see a man who makes 
the most, finds early what his faculty is, 
listens to it as the call of God, which it is— 
power to do a thing which ought to be done 
is election and predestination—and so 
girded tor Ins errand goes right along and 
does it, and so pleases God and his neighbor 
and himself and is not afraid to (lie.

God sa vs to every man as He said to 
Cyrus, “ For this purpose I have raised thee 
up.” No voice in tiie night, nothing mys­
terious. Ho gives linn a faculty and savs 
nothing, hopes he is bright enough to train 
and use the power that is given him. You 
give a child a drum yon, don’t need to tell 
him to drum. Even blind Tom. almost an 
idiot, finds out what he was made for— 
creeps toward a piano as soon as the parlor 
door is open. Thomas Nast early knows 
what ho can do. So did Agassiz—lie bail 
an ear for harmony in the revelations of 
God, and he sat himself down to make us 
hear them too.

Says Emerson, “Tlie main difference be­
tween men is whether they attend their 
own affairs or not.”

So, ho vever, it may for a minute or two 
seem to Paul a man is never “horn out of 
due time,” hut exac tly iu season, and there 
is no untimely death.

Of course I assume that there is Gail. 
He equips bis workman and sends him 
into the world, and his equipment pro­
phesies his task and that it is waiting for 
him. When tlie man with the saw arrives 
the wood is at the door.

Along from 1850 to 1869 something hail 
to be done—Heaven was weary ol the com 
plaint of the slave, it came up continually 
Tliisilslimael—child of the bond worn an— 
was not to he and remain a slave. The 
plan of Calhoun was not tlie plan. He 
could not he colonized in any desert plac 
out of tlie way of the fair-faced Isaac. Tho 
plan of Henry Clay was not the plan. God 
heard the voice of the child where he was 
and said “ Arise, lift up the lad for I wiil 
make of him a great nation."

Taut was the plan. That was the time 
when there must he some men to help 
about this thing. The hour and the men 
came together.

It needed men who believed in the “joint 
interest which hinds humanity together, iu 
the duty of respecting every man’s part in 
life, and of doing justice to his efforts to 
fulfill that part”—men who would say, “ we 
believe in tho rights of every man to have 
what every man has, and to” become what 
any man is, on the same terms.” He shall 
not be hindered except by himkelf, aud in 
as much as lie has been hindered by others, 
he shall now he helped by others. If we 
have delayed him with fetters, now we will 
hasten him, lift him along, give him special 
attention, never cease give him special a t­
tention, until he is up with the column aud 
can stand fair with th? rest of us. Then, if 
it is in him, he will keep up, and if it is not 
in him, if he is elected to straggle and fall
behind, then-----. That is as much as was
then, or is now, necessary for the men to 
believe whom God wanted to attend to the 
job of American slavery.

There were such men—men of conscience 
themselves aud the occasion of conscience 
in others.

The old-fashioned conscience. I mean, the 
“voice of God in the breast.” Not this new­
fangled Darwinian conscience. Nor this 
other new one of the docto.s, lying perdu in 
the grooves of the hraiD, or inorbm in the 
liver. Not these, but the old one of John 
Knox, the one that will not down bv diet, 
the one that troubled Cain aud made him 
feel as if he ought to he killed. The one 
that was quick m Paul. The one by virtue 
of which the world swings around God, and 
without which stars will wander and lull 
off into the blackness of darkness. There 
were men who had this old fashioned moni­
tor. Whittier was singing and Theodore Par­
ker was quoting the imprecatory psalms 
with a relish, warming up the American 
church by telling how she christened the 
negio: “ Ih.y name is biave If baptize thee 
• a the name oi the gold eagle, the silver 
dollar, and the copper cent. Amen!”

He meant to draw the blood to the sur­
face from the congested heart and he held 
the mustard on till there was a permeat 
g;ow on the cheek, at any rate.

endell Phillips flashed like a sabre, no 
parries, but all thrust*.

Lovejoy made hi* voice t* bo heard. The 
crusade against slavery was preached by 
men of original gifts, and these gifts were 
cultivated by mobs. Anybody can speak to

a favoring audience, bnt against an au­
dience, it is like rowing up a cataract. I t 
takes a live fish indeed, to go up the falls. 
These men had to be orators in order to 
beat against Church and State. They were 
orators.

Think of Wendell Phillips demonstrating 
to a house full of Jackson Democrats, that 
Touscaiot L Overture, ot 8 an D.omingo, was 
greater than Cromwell, and would have his 
name written in blue, above the name of 
Washington, making them believe it—for 
an hour or so.

I can not stop to call the roll of these 
men who knew the old answer to the ques­
tion in the catechism, “ What is the chief 
end of man ?" and refused to repeat the 
popular answer of the time, which was “To 
save the Union.”

The conscience of the nation, excepting 
the fanatics, seemed to be torpid on the 
question of slavery. Many men wished 
that tlie evil tree was down, hut hesitated 
to chop, for lear it would snatch the State 
and the Church in its fall.

It seemed impossible to take it out by the 
roots without spoiling the bottom of the 
country; men were bewildered with consti­
tutional scruples, hunting the Bible to get 
comfort out of the sins of the patriarchs, 
quoting Paul, sending hack Ouesimns, leav­
ing out Paul's words, “Onesimus a faithful 
and beloved brother.” They did not want 
that, and in those days they did not see 
anything in the Bible that they did not 
want to see.

It seems almost incredible that Burnsand 
Sims were sent back to slavery from Boston. 
But people feared men so mueh that they 
could not fear God. The higher law hail 
no visible marshal or prison to enforce it. 
Men are more afraid of a jail next door 
than of a bell in the next century.

Something had to happen beside speech­
making in order to shock the people into 
sense. It needed a blow. Flogging was 
going on in the Gulf States, hut you could 
not hear the swish of the lash in Massachu­
setts. The average man is not mueh 
touched by the suffering of his neighbor a 
thousand miles away; we could not bear 
the hounds alter the fugitive; we read of a 
slave auction, but we thought the report 
was made by the Oriental miad.

In 18-76, 1 think. Mr. Sumner made the 
great speech 011 “ the Barbarism of Slavery,"’ 
showing that the chain of the slave went 
around the neck of the master and the 
heart of the mistress, that as one member 
suffered all the members suffered with it. 
That slavery was not a local pain confined 
to the blacks, hut a poison in the circula­
tion, from the cotton picker up to the states­
man who owned him. That it dehumanized 
in the cabin and in the Senate. Now few 
would have believed that north of the 
Ohio.

So the wrath of man in the shape of Pres­
ton Brooks with a elub praised God by 
making a demonstration. That cowardly 
blow finished what the argument of Sum­
ner had attempted.

Proof of barbarism before many wit­
nesses. The news ol’ that going over the 
wires tingled. The timid deprecating palm 
of the Northern spirit began to double into 
a fist and the dough laee to wrinkle.

Paul gloried in his infirmity ; his chained 
wrist gave him freedom to get at men’s 
hearts. What happened to Sumner lifted 
his cause and him. It became him to sutler 
into fame lor himself and reality for his 
idea. It is the old snre way. The world 
to-night looks up for inspiration and life to 
the hand that was nailed to the cross. We 
love what we suffer for, I believe, be it 
child, or cause, or country. As the blood 
drips from the. color-bearer, his hand stiffens 
about the staff. You shall find him dead 
by and by, with liis hand frozen in the 
grip of duty fast to the splintered symbol.

8 0  with Sumner. Those blows upon him 
lrom the elected crucirier. nailed him to his 
principles. From that time on until dying, 
lie said, “ take care of im* civil rights hill.’’
Tiiis man has been true anil steady, in sea­
son aud out of season to the theme of his 
discourse, viz: Equality of men before the 
Jaw. He always held the principle: for 
the eighteen yearssinee Brooks came behind 
him, the principle has held him. He was, 
like Paul, apprehensive of it. We have 
often been tired or it, wanted a change.
He made it his business until he closed Lis 
eyes.

I take delight to look back at his straight 
wake, as he was following his “one idea.”
O n e — h u t a mighty one.

The conscience or the nation never slept 
again after his speech; became a little 
drowsy perhaps, and then John llrown 
went down past the Senate Chamber a little 
further into tlie enemies territory: that he 
might also suffer and fill up that which was 
behindhand. He said notiiiug, but made 
himselt ot no reputation, became one with 
the slave; was lound in fashion, as a slave; 
entered into their state—went down—not 
that they should suffer with, hut that they 
should rise by him into life; also, that w'e 
henceforth might glory in the gallows, 
back of them, the conscience of the North, 

Millions against him; seventeen men with 
him; anil behind that God, watching to see 
what it would do about it, to see if it would 
know the New Testament when it saw it.

It was enough: it served. Tiie assault 
upon Sumner, and hanging of John Brown, 
amounted to a revival in this country—put 
everybody on the anxious seat.

'ihe jar of that body descending shook 
down the avalanche; when that pendulum 
ceased to vibrate the clock that kept the 
time of slavery stopped. The death of 
John Brown ripened the wrath of the 
righteous.

I need not remind vnu of the course of 
Sumner in the war that followed.

It is a straight path, a following afte 
righteousness; aud w hen the war was done 
a following mercy also.

I here were those who, when the war was 
going on, sat by a hot stove and wondered 
“ why the army did not move.” 1; is so 
easy- to move your finger southward on a 
glazed and shining map. Easier than to 
move an army wagon in Tennessee mud.
Since the war. some of tlie same theorists, 
sitting still by 1 lie same hot stove, have 
wanted to hang ail the white people, with a 
few exceptions, south of the Ohio; would 
like to have a national poorhouse tilled 
with the widows and orphans of the vic­
tims, hut would not like to support them.

Herein Mr. Sumner showed the width of 
his principle. It was wide enough to in­
clude mankind. lie was not so eager in up­
setting slavery as to roil it bottom side up, 
whites under. l ie  wanted to get, rid of 
slavery, not simply the color of it—put 
white and black side by side before the law.
He had to pull lately in some directions, as 
well as push. The principle ol Sumner takes 
in not only Africans, Indians, Chinamen, 
but white men.

1 be trouble in the Gulf States now is the 
question of color. The white candidate fog 
an office in Louisiana feels that his com­
plexion is against him, and so looks as 
black as he can, and openly anil in unmen­
tionable ways expresses his preference fur 
that color.

The fact is, I think that if we must have 
slavery, the old kind is the least had. A 
black master or a white New England mas­
ter, are not to be thought of and live.

Here is this battle ling resolution I Some 
peo]Je, chiefly those who were not, in a 
battle, took ofiense at it aud censured 
Sumner.

Consider the question a little. I used to 
see lithographs of the battles of Mexico, 
done in yellow and blue and red, and won­
dered how it happened that ail the killed 
anil wounded seemeil to he Mexicans.

A lankee on a horse would ride right 
over a wide d itclr and a high bank and 
butcher the garrison without any hesita­
tion—hair not en-n getting out oi curl.
Every American seemed to he prodding a 
prostrate Mexican with sharp iron.

Now if North and South were two nations 
•t would still be a question whether tlie first 
Bull Ran in letters of gold would be pleas­
ant reading to us.

Then there is the campaign up Red River 
after cotton, and finding something not so 
soft; Pope’s battle too, and Butler’d. I 
don’t believe we want to keep them.

The war of the rebellion was not as the 
war with Mexico in any sense. We did our 
own share of tiie getting beaten and killed.
We are one more truly than a neighborhood 
is one: more certainly than a family is one, 
at any rate an Indiana family. No divorce 
possible with us. Shall we, then, keep in 
memory the family jar! Sparta decreed 
that the monuments to civil wars should be 
ol wood, something that would rot.
’ Celebrate the courage of our war if vou 
please but don’t call it Southern or Nor- 

h(i Proud.Take otf the hlue and the *ray from the
dead soldiers and •»? them side by side in 
the sunshine and on the grass and tbev 
moa like brothers—in the sky they have

met as brothers—that call them henceforth 
for ever. One monument serves for 
Wolfe and Montcalm. I  will make only 
one exception, the graves of the perpetra­
tors of Andersonville and Libby. The 
grave of any man who ever abused a pris­
oner of war. If  nature in her blind way 
persists in making the turf green above 
these let salt he sown upun it.

I t  is poetry, and it seems too good to be 
true, that the latest words that Mr. Sumner 
listened to as a Senator were the words of 
the repentance ot Massachusetts for her 
censure of her son. That was a fine ar­
rangement, and who was the manager 1 
" There is a power not ourselves that makes 
for righteousness.”

It is an ungracious thing to tind.jaaR  
with Mr. Sumner; he had, as the French say, 
"•he defects of his qualities.” Do men love 
him . Not so much as thej' would perhaps 
if he had been less good, j l e  was a reproof 
to.theaverage politician, and even Christian 
statesman. It isn’t altogether pleasant to 
have a man who is incorruptible sauntering 
around in Washington. A few vie. s would 
have made him more popular. He was up­
right and he knew he was upright, was per­
haps too self-conscious. A Southerner came 
home to New Orleans from Washington, and
said: “Cursed o ld -----, I ’ll never forgive
him, he has made me respect him.”

He was rather cold, bowed at the foot of 
ideas, and did not go out much, to men con­
sidered apart and as men merely. Men 
warmed towards him in the temoerate way 
that they do to an abstract truth.

He was not a man of genius, except that 
he had a genius for dutj-.

There was nothing extempore in v bat he 
did. His work was all premeditated. L icked 
the charm and spring of impulse. Such a 
man does not capture the heart like Henrv 
Clay. Perhaps we love the generous better 
than we do the justi.

As an example, his life is a telling sermon 
in behalf of righteousness. Men nave al­
ways admired it, but found fault with it. 
because there was not time enough in this 
life for it to win. cunning was quicker. It 
has seemed as it we should have lo wait 
till eternitj-, in order to see the .Sermon on 
the Mount prove itself. But wickedness 
ripens sooner than it did in David’s time. 
Now. he must he a very sprv rascal who 
can get out of life anil into his'eoffin before 
lie is weighed. The drama is in three acts 
instead of five, and the play doesn’t drag 
as it used to. Tweed gets into stripes, and 
Nimner amoDg the stars earlv, vehile we 
can see.

Fine thing for morals to have the last act 
here, asd so see what becomes o f v i l l a in s  
and the haters of villainy.

Even a child can discern that “righteous­
ness tendeth to life.” We are indebted to 
the reporter and tho swift press for early 
news concerning men. Senator Pomeroy is 
too smart for the days of the stage coach, 
hut not quick enough ior the day of light­
ning. It is a pleasant thought that honesty 
is a good working hypothesis here and now.

I suppose that wa shall now hear tho 
question that is asked whenever a good, 
great man dies, “was he a Christian?”

“B ytheir fruits you shall know them” 
says the best authority. “I will show thee 
my faith by my works” savs resoectable 
authority.

I do not know that Mr. Sumner 6aid that 
he would go into the vineyard—we have 
seen that he went—Was lie a Christian?
He did the will of God concerning his poor, 
and kept himself unspotted from the world. 
Tuat will do.

-M urray on S peed  iu a  H o rs e .

The Rev. W. II. Murray, in Lis book, 
“The Perfect Horse,” thus gives hie views 
on speed m a horse:

A horse was made for speed as truly as a 
bird was made to fly; anil flight aud speed 
become, therefore, standards ol apprecia­
tion and value. If a man objects to speed, 
then why drive a horse at ail ? Why not 
take a donkey, or a cow, and have ‘done 
with it ? If piety istjompafible only with 
slowness of motion, Then a horse is 1I0  ani­
mal for a Christian to own, any way; for 
the nearer a horse approaches, as'l conceive, 
.0  tlie original type, and also the divine in­
tention as embodied iu it, the m ire speedy 
ne becomes. Beauty and speed arp. thero- 
lore, as I conceive, legitimate objects of de­
sire and admiration; and since tho horso 
embodies these two characteristics in a 
greater degree than any other domestic 
animal, it is a proof that tlie man is of sound 
judgment, and laeketh not wisdom, who 
desires to own a beautiful and fast horse. 
Indeed, a man wlio does not love and desire 
suen a creature seems to mt: to he lacking 
in some essential elements of human na­
ture. Something was omitted iu h:s con­
struction, which, being possessed, would 
miye made him larger and better. I do not 
object, therefore, either to fast horses, as 
tho phrase is, or to driving them last with­
in proper restrictions, such «s eonimo.i 
sense and humane impulse will naturally 
suggest; nor do I see any reason whv geh- 
rienien owners and breeders alike .’.f fine 
horses should not exhibit their [sices and 
tlieir rata of speed at our annual fairs, 
when the people eomo together to inspect 
and compare, to buy urul sell, tlie vegeta­
ble and animal products of the country, if  
it is right to offer atsd receive a prize for 
tairness of swine and stoutness oi oxen, 
and tieeco beariug capacity of sheep, and 
even fancy kinds of hens and pigeons, then 
J do not see why prizes should not be ot­
tered and contended for in respect to tho 
comparative speed of rival horses. No one 
has a right to condemn an honorable rivalry 
among honorable men in honorable thiegs.’’

E x cu rsio n  an d  P icnic.
We learn that next month Captain Wood 

of the Hensley, will make an excursion 
from the city with his elegant packet Brad- 
lsh Johnson, for the purpose of t6 rin<' ’ is 
many friends and citizens of New" (Irleans 
ami along the lower coast, an opimitunitv 
to enjoy, together with a j.ieasau'* -rip a 
picnic party. Our information is -hat the 
beautiful live oak grove surroundin; -he 
old homestead on Harlem piantation’ *hir- 
ty-eight miles below the city, has b een ’’se­
lected as tbo place for tiie picni ■. Cer- 
tainlj- no more sylvan, no more beautifnl 
retreat could have been chosen for such a 
gathering. Those majestic oaks look to the 
home ot the Dryades, aml|the green sward 
beneath them the dancing pim-e of the 
fairies, and whero tiie horns of E^fiand 
might be heard sweetly blowing.

Cajitain Wood in affording an oppor­
tunity ior such pleasureable f-nj ivuien- 
evmees that spirit of consideration lor Li? 
friends anil the public, which ha* ever 
marked him as the generous and courteous 
gentleman.—Plaquemines Sentini

T he  F o r t  S t .  P h ilip  C nim i.

Referring to the proposition now before 
Congress on the subject of the outlet of tb6 
Mississippi river, tbo Washington corre 
pondent of the Cleveland Leader, of tho 

twenty-third, says:
The second proposition before the com

T. rr*i • .. o * v a h  1CV1AJ n

til mod n „ / ^ f i r m b m l t  the great Chicago 
1 n J, ? under the lake lor waterworks, the
r i„r, ia » e-j ulc’ cat tIie channel at Rock 
. 1“ " /  Rapnis, etc., and it is said of them 
i .  V Wr D!,t faded in a contract in thirty
m.nMi T'1<3lu I‘roI»oeition to the tiient through th*

Hrt \ 8 ill .VI UlillR
dutiorized, having all the implements, men 
and money at immediate command, and to 
finish the job within three year*.

The Rev. Dr. l ’*rttous, iu a lecture in 
a ew lo rk  ori the “Attitude of the Cburcli 
toward amusements,” was candid and hold 
enough to give the legitimate drama and 
M Cl conducted, theatres proper places in 
our world of improvements, as educators 
an.l promoters of healthful and necessary 
amusements. He considers them not only 
allowable, but necessary, and intrinsically 
10 regards tho theatre as neither wicked 
v .cions nor bad. “Acting is an instinct i)f 
human nature. This instinct Las gathered 
around it a literature that is imperishable, 
and its influence has been equal with human 
progress. It is one of the fine arts. If  it i a 
an dctiievement to paint on canvas repre­
sentations of the emotions, how much better 
16 ^ te n  it takes living forms. ’


