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THE PARISH CONVENTION. 

Second Day.
President Williams called the convention 

to order at twelve o’clock yesterday, and 
on motion of Mr. Barrow, Rev. Edward 
Gould, of St. Paul's church, opened the pro
ceedings with prayer.

After roll call live sergeants-at-arms were 
appointed, on motion of Messrs. Bechtel and 
Davis.

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee 
on credentials, asked a delay until two 
o’clock and the convention adjourned to 
that hour.

At 2 P. M. the convention reassembled 
and the report of the committee was read. 
In all the wards except the fourth, the re
port certified certain delegates as proper 
members, (in the fourth ward the majority 
reported the delegation headed by Colonel 
Janies Lewis entitled to their seats and ex
cluded that headed by Senator Pinchback 
A minority report signed ,bv lour of the 

. nine members, recommended both delega
tions be admitted with a half vote each.

A resolution on behalf of the minority re
port was read.

Mr. Davis said that in regard to the fourth 
ward the same precedent should have been 
carried out as in the case of the third ward, 
viz: admitting the delegates authorized by 
credentials from the central club recognized 
by the sub-executive committee. It had 
not been so, however; there was no contest, 
only a protest, and the majority of the com
mittee had reported against’ the credentials 
before it. lie claimed that Mr. Pinchback 
was legally entitled to his seat, and would 
leave it to the unbiased consciences of the 
members on the case he would present. 
There should be no dodging the question. 
It would be met either at the ballot box, in 
the field, or on the stump, and he gave fair 
warning that although improper means 
might win to-day, it would win against plain 

I evidence of the facts.
On Mr. Lilly's motion, both reports were 

received, and it was resolved to take up 
the reports on the wards seriatim.

Mr. Pinchback obtained the door, and 
said:

Mr. President—I have waited with pa
tience for tnatters to reach this stage of 
proceedings, I propose to submit some re
marks proper to the subject, while it is pend
ing. I am aware that by expressing my 
opinion 1 may possibly prejudice my own 
case. If so, I accept the consequences. I 
propose to reiterate, on this occasion, what 
I said to the convention when it was first 
called to order. It was called for the pur
pose to harmonize, if possible, the Repub
lican party, and it makes little difference to 
me whether the convention adopts my 
views or not, if it satisfies my conscience 
that it discharges it dutv to my class and 
my party. When the State Centre I Com
mittee adopted the resolution calling this 
convention, it did so in the interest of the 
unity of party and Republican success; 
and I may say that, although 1 am not the 
ajthor of the resolution, I inspired it. 
saw in New Orleans, and in other parishes, 
a condition of things that would, if con
tinued, inevitably split the Republican 
party. I know there are ambitious dem
agogues, self-seekers, place aspirants, 
who have seen lit to impute motives 
to me which I never entertained. It is 
not the first time the consistency of my 
course has been assailed in the same manner 
and severely criticised, and I have sur 
vived. In the Constitutional Convention, 
when I expressed my opinion on the ninety- 
ninth article, knowing it was not in accord
ance with the principles of republican gov
ernment, I was bitterly attacked. Yet I 
am sustained in that opinion to-day. I was 
conscious of the reetitude of my inten
tions then as I am now. We are here as a 
parish convention, hot the parish of Orleans 
is the Paris oi Louisiana, and as goes the 
city so goes the State. We may not be able 
sometimes to carry the citv, but. if there is 
a split in the party here, then farewell to 
the State. We agreed that an impartial 
committee should be appointed. When at 
first I might have declared Mr. Williams 
elected I yielded to Mr. Yigers’ demand for 
a ballot. I tried to have a fair committee 
appointed, but I  tell the convention that if 
its majority report is adopted it will cause 
a breach in the party that time can not 
heal. Adopt it and you throw a firebrand 
which will start a conflagration that 
will not confine itself to New Or
leans, bnt spread itself throughout the 
length and breadth of the State-. I am 
not speaking merely of the fourth ward, 
but of all of them. There are claims of 
some of the best, purest and truest of Re
publicans that you do not dare to ignore.
I ask you, sirs, to rise above individual 
prejudice, and act for the interest of the 
whole party, white and black; because, if 
the Republican party fails, Louisiana is no 
place for me. I know what follows the 
success of our common enemy. The his
tory of Alabama, before the last election, 
of Virginia, Georgia, and Texas, teaches 
me what would come. In no State where 
the old Democracy succeeded could I find a 
safe place to abide. I know Louisiana is 
Republican from 20,060 to 30,000 majority, 
but a division will destroy it. So lar as I 
am individually concerned, this question 
affects me little. I have not forgotten I am 
a United States Senator. When Carpen
ter’s bill fails and Governor Kellogg is rec
ognized, I shall present myself to that Sen
ate. ' I hold my claims now in abeyance in 

• the interest of the Republieah party, not P.
B. S. Pibchlmck. But il 1 fail, then I shall 
come back to my people.

that is, where wonld he have been to-day if 
all like, me had staid at home as he did ?

Mr. Herbert followed Judge Evans and 
endeavored to show that be had been elected 
in strict accordance with the law.

Mr. Bechtel caLed the previous question 
and his motion was carried.

Mr. Vigers moved to reconsider and to 
tatde, and the motion was carried.

The third ward thus has two complete 
sets of delegates, each casting a half vote.

The convention then adjourned to twelve 
o’clock to-day.

Anniversary o f Odd Fellowship
The fifty-fifth anniversary oi the Inde

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, in the 
United States, was celebrated in a most 
becoming manner in this city, last night, 
by a public meeting of the members of the 
order, and their friends, at Odd Fellows 
Hall. The hall was densely crowded, and 
all passages and doorways leading to the 
main room were occupied by those unable 
to find seats. An unusually large number 
of finely dressed ladies were in attendance, 
which suggested that all of the sterner Bex 
who wore the regalia, were not odd lellows, 
at least, in a domestic sense.

The first Odd Fellows and the dates of 
their appearance in this country, it seems, 
are not precisely known. The first organi 
zation of the order into a body, which has 
existed to the present time, was effected in 
Baltimore, Maryland, April 25, 1819, when 
Thomas Wildey, with four other brothers of 
the order, hailing from England, estab
lished Washington Lodge No. 1, of Mary
land. Thomas Wildey afterwards became, 
and tor many years held the office of Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of the United 
States, and in the order bis memory is re
vered as the father ol American Odd Fel
lowship.

The order of exercises observed last night 
commenced with music bv Yeager’s cornet

A Militia March to the Sixth District 
On Sunday last a.brilliant little parade 

of a portion of the Third Battalion, Lonisi 
ana State National Guard, reinforced 
officers and men of other commands, came 
off in the Sixth District. Company C turned 
out in full force, well uniformed, well armed 
and well drilled. The officers present were 
Lieutenant Colonel Emile Detiege, Captain 
N. D. Bush and Lieutenants J. D. Claiborne 
and J. T. Jones. They marched from way 
down the city to the residence of Brigadier 
General Sewell, Second Brigade, were their 
ranks were reinforced by members of other 
companies, and the display was aided by 
brilliant gathering of officers, including 
Colonel R. B. Baquie, Second Infantry 
Captains J. B. Gaudet, William Mercer, W 
J. Steptoe, W. G. Johnson, A. Lastraps, and 
Lieutenants John J White and Thomas 
Hill. Captain Bush had Company C 
good order, and the men did credit to them 
selves and their commanding officers. Lieu 
tenant Colonel Detiege put them through 
course of evolutions in excellent style, 
showing that he was both an experienced 
soldier and a good officer, after which 
Colonel Baquie took the front, and deepite 
the orange and other fruit trees that inter
fered with the proper handling of his men 
even in the spacious and beautiful square 
in which General Sewell resides, put them 
through a very pretty and effective drill 
Such refreshments as could be summoned 
upon so unexpected a notice were liberally 
placed before the troops and were as liber
ally disposed of.

A large number of prominent civilians 
the Sixt' District had meantime gathered 
together, among whom were conspicuous,

------------- ---------------- 1 ---------------- - . Messrs. J. Gartekamp, C. B. Augustus, Paul
band, following which Brother Silas T Bruce, Paul Dejoie, Jules Dejoie, Joseph 
Gnsamore, most worthy grand master of I n .. ’ ,, " . ’ p
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, made a few I ™outte, William \oung, Captain Wilson 
well chosen introductory remarks, referring I ®tc. Speeches were delivered in the hap- 
to the order to which he belonged as a fact | piest vein by Captain Gaudet. Colonel De
of the nineteenth century, and the meeting 
at which they wpre y -esent as one of 
thanksgiving that it was so.

The opening ode used in lodges was then 
sung, led by Brother Philip Werlein, who 
presided at the organ.

Prayer was offered by Brother J. G. Dun 
lap, right worthy grand chaplain.

Following the prayer, an able address 
was delivered by Brother W. C. Wilson,

tiege. General Sewell and Colonel Baquie. 
All united in condemning a recent general 
order of Adjudant General Street (which 
was read), requiring all companies that 
paraded on Sunday, with arms and uniform 
to pay five dollars to the armorer. This 
was considered a direct attack on the color
ed militia, but Governor Kellogg was by

grand representative to the Grand Lodge of I , ’ . , . , ,
the United States. He reviewed at length I Reneral con8ent absolved from any know

I think I find a disposition to disrupt t îe 
Republican party—1 do not say by whom— 
but there are certain extraordinary moves 
making, and I admonish every black uipn. 
and I appeal to every white man—be oi 
i'uI what you do.

On motion of Mr. Bechtel a commurfca- 
tion was read, from Mr. Kramer, contesting 
the first ward. It appeared tha* Mr. 
Kramer had not presented himself dsefore 
the committee, and his claims were (aid on 
the table. ,

The delegates from the first an4 second 
■Wards were admitted without ohjStion.

On the third ward being called 2V- Green 
filed a protest he had jnst received.”

Mr. Bechtel moved that both del 
he admitted, each to have one-half 

A motion to table this was lost.
On Mr. Evans’ motion a half 

allowed the contestants to pr 
claims to the convention.

Mr. Perkins took but a few 
He claimed that be represented 
the hard-fisted and honest p 
third ward, and that the votes, 
him had not been swelled 
men nor delegates from the 
He wanted to break the ring* 
that ground down the wari 
what the people wanted, and 
elected him. He was confide, 
rely on the sense of justice of tl 

Mr. Solomon Moses, from th 
said a hearing was all that 
Men must not talk of dividing t] 
lican party. He was with the. 
tional, State and parish politics, 
it came to his own ward, bis own 
wanted to be let alone. These 
talk of saving the Republican pL 
care any more about doing it than1 
does about hunting a musket. He \ 
men who carried their records belo 
not behind them. He hung to the 
lican party, for he knew if that „ 
tested he might as well go back to 
and bunt for garlic.

Hon- W. L. Evans reviewed and answe! 
tbe arguments of the previous speakers. . .  
trusted the convention wonld pass on tb_ 
case without prejudice. In answer to some 
remarks of Mr. Moses Judge Evans said be 
ad become a soldier in the Union army 

when the hrst gun had been fired at Sumter, 
“^erved till the last confederated flag 

*Jjrled and had received an hon- 
orable discharge. Where was the gentle 
man during that time l *
h o S ’MOBe8~ PIea8e Iour honor- 1 wa8at

Judge Evans-The gentleman .  „uo 
m*v seem to him, at this moment, a n —
wfli aT lU£ one- bnt I am sure hewill not consider it so if he will irive it a 
second thought. I will ask him 
question that will come home te him, « d
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the history of Odd Fellowship, from its 
humble beginning in Baltimore until the 
present day; a day on which many thou
sand hearts throughout our land were in 
unison rejoicing in its establishment. All 
institutions and efforts for good or evil re
quired organized efforts of mind and pur
pose. It was so with agriculture, commerce 
aud the developments of arts and sciences. 
It was particularly the case with charity, 
the leading feature of this noble order. 
By its perfect organization for the pro
motion of this great virtue, and 
the developments of the moral character 
and the nobler attributes of mankind, Odd 
Fellowship had obtained add kept its firm 
foothold as a recognized instrument for 
good. The little light kindled at Baltimore 
dickered and was unsteady until its second 
decade. From that time it grew strong, 
holding steadily to its purpose, until it en
gaged the attention of the ablest men in 
our land and became wide spread. It held 
to its design of discarding all political and 
Burely religious questions. It practiced 
aospitality and toleration. If a man was a 
good man and a true one, he could become 
an Odd Fellow. The principles of the order 
were derived from Holy Writ.

The order was a national one; its govern 
ment was similar to the government of the 
United States. In the year 1831 the order 
was introduced into Louisiana. The Grand 
Lodge in this State was organized in 1832, 
and reorganized in 1811. The war found it 
strong and flourishing. Its close found it 
much weakened, with members scattered, 
treasuries depleted, and its principal hall 
in the possession of t roops. Notwithstand
ing all of these drawbacks, it has received 
new life, and is now a source of pride to its 
members. Still better things are hoped for 
it. It should serve to more closely unite a 
common people. As an example, the Odd 
Fellows of Massachusetts had but this day, 
with no motives but for blessed charity, 
asked the Odd Yellows of Louisiana what 
they should do for us in our present dis
tress; and their donations are most liberal.

Following Brother Wilson’s address came 
music by the hand and remarks in the Ger
man language by Past Grand Alastpr J. £. 
Rengstorff.

An eloquent oration was then delivered 
by Brother John R. Tompkins, grand repre
sentative to the Grand Lodge of the United 
States from Alabama. He stated that 
nothing but his love for the order would 
have induced him to be present as a 
speaker. As a rule, public celebrations had 
been productive of but little good in their 
w’ork, yet it was well occasionally to halt 
by the dusty wayside and by cool fountains 
and reflect upon what had been and what 
could be done. Anniversaries were mile
stones along the path of life.

In elegant language the speaker reviewed 
the rise and progress of the order, and 
stated its objects as being to relieve suffer
ing, the distressed, the widow and the 
orphan; being at once a protection to virtue 
and school of social refinement, and a pro
moter of that chief cardinal virtue, which 
bore on its brow the seal of God, and on its 
cheek the kiss of the Saviour. For many 
years the order had been confined to men 
alone. Now women were admitted to some 
of its degrees, and side by side with their 
brothers, the daughters of Rebecca worked 
for good. •

In this State the order has thirty lodges, 
and nearly 1500 members. During the past 
year it has paid for the relief of brothers 
and widows, and the edneation of orphans 
and burying of tbe dead, more than $10,000. 
Such is Odd Fellowship at home, one of the 
most unpretending, best organized and 
effective societies for good in existence.

ledge of the purport or the order. On leav 
ing General Sewell’s hospitable mansion 
three rousing cheers were given for “Sewell 
and the Sixth District,” and a meeting 
pleasurable on all sides, terminated with 
mutual professions of warm esteem and 
devotion.

The Rescued iioat-l're
Editor Rei-ublican:

Permit me to give you the particulars of 
the rescuing of the nine men of the sni 
Zimi, as obtained from eye witnesses, which 
exhibit a degree of daring bravery and 
skillful seamanship such as is seldom 
equaled.

The men had started in a small boat, to the 
relief of others who were in a row boat after 
which they were unable to return to the 
ship, bnt were compelled to run before the 
Wind for nearly three days, at the end of 
which time they were oft Caillou Island 
twenty miles to westward ef Belle Pass, 

They were first sighted by the United 
States coaster Vanderbilt, making signals 
of distress, but so boisterous was the sea, 
that it was considered fool-hardy to go to 
their assistance. In this emergency, 
Captain Mike McSweeney, of the lugger 
Cosgrove, volunteered to go to their relief, 
and meeting a hearty accord from his-crew 
started. The feat was witnessed from Cail 
lou island by numerous spectators who saw 
this small boat breasting the terrible bil
lows of the Gulf, on a mission to save 
human life. At times her mast, thirty-seven 
feet in height, was out of sight, and the 
breathless watchers on shore gave her up 
for lost.

At last, howover, the heroic McSweeney 
reached the almost doomed crew just after 
their frail sea-tossed vessel had capsized, 
and picked them up one by one, only to 
undertake a return as perilous as the pass
age just completed through the breakers, 
but which was happily alike successful.

A touching incident of the rescue was to 
hear one of the half drowned sailors, Cuniff, 
singiog out, “Captain, save our mate (who 
was clinging to the wreck), he has a wife 
and children.”

Captain McSweeney saved not on'y the 
crew belonging to the Zimi, but their boat, 
and brought all to the city, where they 
were restored to the captain, who had come 
up lor new men, believing his old ones lost.

The cutter John A. Dix had cruised for 
three days in vain, but at one time was 
seen by Captain McSweeney only seven 
miles distant from the sufferers.

The rescued med were Second Mate Cn- 
nill, Southerland and brother, Wilcox, 
Cluney, Fox: and balance unknown. For 
heroio daring and manly bravery this act 
ol Captain McSweeny deserves to be put on 
record—to be made a part of our coast his
tory. Those who have witnessed a storm 
on the Gulf know the peril he was in.

S. D.

Valuable Improved and Vacant Real 
Estate in the First, Second, Third and 
Sixth Districts at Auction by the 
Sheriff.—Particular attention is called to 
the sales at auction to be made this day, at 
noon, at the Merchants and Auctioneers 
Exchange, Royal street, by the sheriff of 
the parish of Orleans. Said sales comprise 

1. Four lots of ground, adjoining each 
Dancing was indulged in last night after I other, with all the buildings and improve-

the regular exercises of the evening, and a 
day which will long be pleasantly remem
bered was brought to a happy close.

Charity Benefit at the Academy e f  Music,
This place of amusement was filled last 

night, as it should have been, by those who 
in these times seldom visit a theatre, but on 
this occasion came to contribute their mite 
in the cause of charity for the sufferers by 
overflow. It will be remembered Mr. 
David Ridwell, the manager and proprietor 
of the Academy, generously offered to give 
this entertainment and turn over the entire 
proceeds, without deduction, to the Mayor, 
for the cause we have indicated. It was a

ments thereon; one of said lots fronts on 
Canal, Rampart and Basin streets, and the 
three others front each on Rampirt and 
Basin streets.

2. Two portions of ground, together with 
all the buildings and improvements thereon, 
situated in the same District, on St. Charles 
(late Nayades) street, between Erato and 
Thalia streets.

3. A lot of ground, together with all the 
buildings and improvements thereon, situ
ated in the same district, on Erato street, 
between St. Charles (late Nayades) and 
Prytania streets.

princely donation, and should yield to the I f' ^  ground, together with all the
benefit fund a sum in the neighborhood of buildings and improvements thereon, sit 
$1000. This prompt and noble action on uated in the same district, on Bacchus
the part of a single donor, a manager who 
is just closing one of the most unprofitable 
seasons ever known at his theatre, should 
not soon be forgotten by our people. It 
was an unsolicited charity, and more beau
tiful and better for that reason.

answer 
ex-

The Opera Haase.
To-night Verdi’s grand opera, "Rigoletto,” 

rill be piodnced.
Thursday, at tbe matinee, Donizetti's 

[er popular “La Fille da Regiment,” and 
i pleasing operetta, “Le Chalet.”

Thursday evening M. Leblanc, the 
manager, takes a benefit. On that 

sion will be presented for the last time 
season Donizetti’s grand opera, “La 

rorite.” In addition to the opera there 
1 also be produced the one-act drama, 
i Greve dee Forgerons,” and a musical 
lode.
Saturday the opera of “Hamlet” will 

.brought oat for the first time in thie

street, between Thalia and Melpomene 
streets.

5. A lot ol ground, together with all the 
buildings and improvements thereon, sit
uated in the Second District of this city, on 
Customhouse street, between Royal and 
Bonrbon streets.

6. Two lots of ground, with the buildings 
and improvements thereon, situated in the 
Third District of this city, on Columbus 
street, between Plaucbe and Villere streets.

7. And a square of ground, together with 
all the buildings and improvements thereon, 
situated in the Faubourg Avart, Sixth Dis
trict of this city, comprised within Soniat, 
Robert, St. Denis and Dryades streets, 
formerly owned by James Madison Wells.

For full particulars and terms see adver
tisements.

R eliel for the Overflowed.
The following dispatch looks pleasant: 

Savannah, Ga., April 27,1874.
H. G. Hester, Secretary Cotton Exchange. New Or 

leans:
Draw at sight on R. T. Wilson, No. 44 

Broad stfeet. New York for $2000, contri
butions of citizens of this city to sufferers 
by overflow of Mississippi river and tribu
taries. J. W. LATHROP,

President Savannah Cotton Exchange.
Colonel H. C. Hodges, quartermaster 

in the United States army, received, Sun
day, the following articles for the over 
flowed: Lined sack coats, 25,000; foraging
caps, 25,000; shoes, 25,000 pairs; blankets, 
4000. These goods were shipped from a 
depot up the river in accordance with 
law passed by Congress.

The following are the returns and 
amounts received yesterday by Mayor 
Wiltz at the City Hall :
Through William F lash.........................
Through Postofflce.................................
A rthur A. Phlegan.................................
Resurrection C hurch .............................

$62 SO 
5 00 

15 00 
5 00

53 00 
10,000 00Through Mayor of Boston..........................

Washington P. C.—Through Governor 
Hebert, $600; through C. G. Foishey,

„  *(00............................................................ 1.000 00
Mayor of M anchester, New Hampshire . - 1,000 00
First Baptist Church, New Orleans.........  14 00
Mayor of Bath, Maine......................... ],ooo 00
Officers aud crew on steam ship Hutchin-
_  “ >n..............................................................  133 00
Children of Mcbonogh School................... 36 00
Drivers Magazine s tree t line....................... 31 00
Drivers P rytania stree t line....................... 16 00
M svorof Savannah, Georgia...................... 2,000 00
J. B. Slawsou, through G. Townsend....... loo 00
Germania Insurance Company.................  loo 00
W. Eisem an.................................................... 500
William Cham bers........................................ 25 00
George Jo n as .................................................  *5 00
General A. S. B ad g er................................... 10 00
Dr. J. H uard.................................................... 10 00
Haveineyer B rothers St Co., through

Thomson i. Co........................................ 250 00

T otal......................................................$15,895 15

The School Girls’ Mite.
One of the most touching incidents con. 

nected with our present period of distress, 
was witnessed at the City Hall yesterday 
It appears that some days ago tbe young 
girls of the McDonogh School asked their 
principal, Mrs. N. M..Taylor, to ascertain if 
a small gift of such funds as they had saved 
up for the purpose of paying the expenses 
of a picnic, would be acceptable to Mayor 
Willz as a part of the fund being raised for 
the poor homeless victims of the flood. A 
neat reply was returned by the Mayor, in 
consonance with the wishes of the school 
giris, and so yesterday witnessed the se 
quel.

Shortly after the opening of the school 
the various classes chose one of their mem. 
bers to represent them, the following young 
misses being chosen: Lucy Whitlow, Jennie 
Dufly, Hattie Simmons, Julia Nelson, Es
meralda Geiser, Georgia Carr, Ida Pettus, 
Tillie Waters.

Into their hands was confided the quar
ters, dimes, nickels and car tickets of their 
associates, and never was a queerer bunch 
of all sorts of money more blessed than 
that made up of the gifts of the little school 
girls. Tbe money was deposited in a little 
box, and while the proud missionaries 
started on their generous errand their 
happy associates formed two lines in the 
hall, through which they passed, and as if 
by inspiration joined their voices in a happy 
song of benediction.

The .delegation, guarding their sacred 
treasure, made their appearance at the City 
Hall, where they were warmly welcomed 
by the Mayor and his assistants. Miss 
Whitlow, in a few brief words, expressed 
the object of their visit, and placed the con
tribution of her associates in the Mayor's 
hands. Mayor Wiltz’ reply in accepting 
the donation was most appropriate and 
touching. Though large sums had been 
brought to him, none had been more wel
come or would be more warmly appreciated. 
There was a peculiar savor of blessedness 
about a gift from the bands of little school 
girls that the dollars handled by men of 
business did not and could not possess. The 
little misses, their mission fulfilled, with, 
drew from the Mayor’s parlor and flew back 
to their comrades, with the lightest of 
hearts, to tell them how graciously their 
little gift had been received. In another 
column, amoDg many items, larger and 
smaller, receipt of which is acknowledged 
by the Mayor, will be found this item: 
Children of McDonogh School, $3C.

II igli .Witter item s.
Lake I'ontcbartrain, under the influence 

of calm weather, fell sufficient to permit 
excursionists to fly down the new shellroad 
yesterday and the day before.

The river remains more than one foot be 
low high water mark.

The statement made by us last week that 
Brashear was under water has been fully 
confirmed. Indeed, only tbe railroad and 
tops of houses are above the flood. Out
door movements are made in skiffs, and 
people generally have been compelled to 
move their goods to higher ground.

The following dispatch was received yes' 
terday by the Governor:

Monrol, La., April 27, 1874
To Governor William F. Kellogg, New Orleans:

About 150 acres out in Monroe; 2500 
people on it. Business suspended; no work; 
no mone»v; suileriug imminent. When can 
we look for relief? Water at a stand.

ROBERT RAY.

A Member o f the J egislature Killed.
We copy the following account of a most 

unfortunate affair from the Natchitoches 
Republican of the eighteenth. Mr. Black 
stone was a most popnlar and affable gen. 
tleman, sturdy and sincere, and had many 
friends in this city who will sincerely re
gret his death. He was at one time em
ployed in the Cnstombouse in this city : 

Last Saturday morning this community 
was startled by the intelligence that Hon. 
M. P. Blackstone, representative to the 
Legislature from this parish, was shot 
through the head by Mr. Leon Vannier. 
On repairing to the Firemen's Hall, on 
Second street, we found Mr. Blackstone ly
ing on the floor, insensible, with a. pistol 
ball wound in his head, a little above and 
to the right of his right eye. Hundreds of 
citizens, under the excitement of the re
port, came to the hall and gazed amazed 
and sorrow-stricken at the insensible form 
of him who, but a short time before, was in 
the vigor of health and strength 

The testimony of witnesses to this 
lamentable tragedy, herewith given, tells 
how it occured. So close was the pistol to 
the head of Mr. Blackstone that his face 
and right eye were filled with grains of 
powder, while the door, on the outside was 
powder burned from the explosion of the 
weapon.

He lingered until about fifteen minutes 
to 6 P. .M., when his spirit departed 
forever. Around him were a number of 
bis heart-sore aud mourning friends, who 
deeply realized the loss that nad come upon 
them, and the family of the deceased.

Immediately after the occurrence Mr, 
Leon Vannier voluntarily surrendered him 
self to the sheriff, and was examined be
fore Judge H. C. Meyers, when the 
testimony annexed was elicited. Mr. Van
nier was released on bis own bond to ap
pear on Monday, April 13, for further trial, 
when the accused was acquitted, on the 
ground that tbe shooting was unintentional.

The coroper’s jury after a close investiga
tion of the occurrence rendered a verdict 
of “accidental shooting.”

The body of Mr. Blackstone was con
signed to its final resting place on Sunday 
afternoon, and was followed to the grave 
by one of the largest corteges seen in this
SI ace for many years. The Rev. Raford 

>lunt conducted the funeral services, and 
as his voice read the impressive service, 
heads were bowed in grief, and tears 
coursed down the cheeks of many who 
knew the deceased bnt to love him, and 

'thus testified their, sorrow at his untimely 
fate.

The sndden death of Mr. Blackstone can 
yet scarcely be realized, and seems the 
vision of some disagreeable dream. This is 
but another warning against the repre
hensible and universal practice of not only 
carrying concealed deadly weapons, but 
aUo playing with, and handling them care
lessly. It is incomprehensible why men 
always have pistols or knives concealed 
about their persons. Yet they go with 
them to private gatherings, to public meet
ings, to places of worship, to halls and 
churches, as if this was an era of murder, 
and even man's life was in jeopardy from 
his fellow men.

If there is any law to put a stop to this 
nefarious practice it should be administered 
with the utmost rigor; then, perhaps, men 
would be more careful and such lamentable 
accidents as the one recorded would become 
less frequent.

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES.
Henry Burns sworn—Was at the head of 

the stairs as Vannier was coming np. Wit
ness met him, and witness, extending bis 
arms open, told him he couldn’t come up. 
Vannier threw his hand back of him and 
pulling out his pistol, remarked, “You see 
this?” meaning the pistol. Witness said 
“That’s nothing, its ’ got no guts in it, 
meaning that it was not loaded. After 
passing witness Vannier passed on to Black 
stone, with whom be commenced playing. 
Saw Vannier pull out his pistol and present 
it in the direction of Blackstone. Being 
too far, witness did not hear what was saic: 
by either party. After pulling the pistol 
Vannier put it back in his pocket, aod as 
Blackstone opened the door he pulled his 
pistol out again and presented it, when it 
was fired. Vannier said, “Lord have mercy 
on me, what have I done?” Witness went 
to the door and looked in. This occurred 
April II, 1874, in the town and parish of 
Natchitoches. Mr. Vannier was at the time 
laughing and in a good hnmor.

Cross examined—Mr. Vannier, after pass
ing witness, put up bis pistol; seemed,when 
talking to Blackstone, in a good hnmor, 
laughing and joking with him; Vannier 
seemed much surprised and shocked at the 
occurrence; Vannier and Blackstone were
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The twenty thousand dollar prize 

In the single number lottery 
In the single number lottery 
In the single number lottery 

Was drawn on the eighteenth of April. 
Was drawn on the eighteenth of April. 
Was drawn on the eighteenth of April.

The following dispatch was received yes
terday, which contains information of im
portance to the traveling public :

Louisville, Ky., April 27, 1874. 
Atmore, Geeeral Passenger A gent:

We will make close connections going 
North via Grand Junction and Decatur, 
and run through sleepers ^  train leaving 
New Orleans in the evening

ALBERT FINK, 
General Manager Louisville and Great 

Southern Railroad.

Sheriff's Sales for State and City 
Taxes of Imi-roved and Vacant Real 
Estate.—We call public attention to the 
sales at auction to be made this day, at 
noon, at the Merchants and Auctioneers’ Ex
change, Royal street, by the sheriff of the 
parish of Orleans, for State and city taxes, 

improved and vacant real estate, situ
ated in the First, Second, Fourth and Sixth 
Districts of this city. For full particulars 
and terms see advertisements.

Steamer William 8. Pike and the 
Crevasse Sufferers.—See the advertise
ment in another column of the benefit ex
cursion of "the above steamer on next 
Thursday at 2 P. If. Music, refreshments, 
etc.

always playing wh6n they met, and were 
good friends; Vannier gave witness the 
password upon passing, and had a right to 
go in the hall; witness would not suppose 
that Vannier intended to shoot Blackstone; 
when playing with witness Vannier cocked 
the pistol; Mr. Blackstone was doorkeeper, 
and had charge of the door.

Henry Hertzog, sworn, says:
Was in the Firemen’s Hail with others; 

Mr. Blackstone was standing at the door on 
the inside of the hall; some one came to the 
door on the outside; Mr. Blackstone had a 
stick in his hand, which he was thrusting 
through the door at the person outside. 
About and during that time a pistol shot 
was fired, the muzzle of which witness saw 
protruding through the door. Mr. Black- 
stone fell, the door was opened; witness 
does not know by whom; the first who en
tered [was the accused, Mr. Vannier, who 
went to Mr. Blackstone and placed his 
thumb on the wound: Mr. Blackstone was 
shot through the head; this occurred at 
twenty minutes to eleven o'clock this morn
ing. April 11, 1874, in the parish of Natchi
toches.

Cross-examined—Did not hear Blackstone 
talking to any one on the outside of the 
door; Mr. Blackstone was laughing and was 
in a playful mood at the time he was shot; 
witness knows of no ill feeling existing be
tween accused and Blackstone; they were 
always very friendly; accused seemed sur
prised and somewhat excited after he came

By the court—Did not hear the accused 
say anything when he entered the room; 
accused seemed as if he was hurt; Mr. 
Blackstone said nothing after he was shot.

The testimony of T. Monette, L. Dupleix 
and J. J. Bossier corroborated the above. 
Judge D. H. Boult, Jr., adds to the above 
that he heard Blackstone say, in a joking 
manner, to the person outside of the door, 
“You can't come in,” or something to that 
effect. When accused came in he remarked, 
“Good God! What have I done?” and placed 
his thumb on the wound. Accused seemed 
to regret very much what had occurred.

Eads and His Jellies.
The New York Tribune of the twenty- 

second contains the following:
The Eads plan for improving the mohtb 

of the Mississippi, by the construction of 
jetties to deepen the channel at one of the 
passes, does not appear to be strong enough 
in the Honse or in the committee which re
ported in its favor to resist the opposition 
ol the united Louisiana delegates. To-day 
the bill authorizing a contract to be made 
with Colonel Eads for the work was recom
mitted to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals on motion of the chairman, Mr. Mc
Crary. No objection is made by the Louis
iana members to Colonel Eads having the 
money to try his experiment, but they first 
waDt the Fort St. Philip canal begun, be
lieving that the canal project is the only 
practicable method of obtaining uninter
rupted communication between New Or
leans and the sea, through a channel of 
uniform depth, capable of floating vessels 
of deep draft. The recommittal of the 
Eads bill, will probably result in its aban
donment.
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Proceedings ol Parisli Convention, Parish 
ol Iberville.

Plaquemine, April 25, 1874. 
Pursuant to the oall of the State and 

parish executive committees, the delegates 
elected by the various ward clubs assem
bled in convention at the hall of the Cen
tral Republican Club, in the town oi 
Plaquemine, on the above date.

The meeting was called to order by An
thony ColemaD, Esq., and on motion, 
Paulin Verrett was unanimously elected 
president pro tern., and George B. Loud, 
secretary pro tern.

On motion a committee of five on creden
tials was appointed. The convention then 
took a recess of fifteen minutes to allow the 
committee on credentials time to submit 
their report.

Upon re assembling the committee re
ported the following duly elected delegates: 

First ward—J. S. Davidson, W. R. Car
ter, J. Crowell, B. Craig, William Whitta
ker, O. Jett, P. G. Deslonde, John Phillips, 
Joseph Tate, E. Henderson, George Waters.

Second ward—P. Verret, G. Holmes, W. 
W. Wharton, L. E. Duhart, George B. 
Lond, James Lynch.

Third -ward—F. Robinson, Nelson Park
er, J. Preston, A. Johnson.

fourth ward—R. Douglass, A. J. Barnes 
J. Cokely, Giles Hunter.

Fifth ward—B. Valentine, JoseplaPeter 
son, A. Le Blanc.

Sixth ward—Beverley Lucas.
Seventh ward—A. if. Ennis, William 

Harris, W. Wilkinson, F. Johnson, 
Minion.

Eighth ward—A. Coleman, A. Grigsby, 
J. C. Adamson, E. Smith, J. Powell, Aaron 
Parker.

On motion the report ot the committee 
was received and adopted.

On motion permanent organization was 
effected by the unanimous election of the 
following named officers: Hon. W. W, 
Wharton, president; Paulin Verrett, vice, 
president; George B. Loud, secretary; L. E, 
Duhart, assistant secretary.

On motion the secretary called the roll of 
delegates and thirty-three answered to their 
names.

On motion the calls of the State and par
ish committees were read.

The convention then proceeded to the 
election of a new parish executive commit
tee on the basis of one member to every 100 
Republican votes, with the following result: 

First ward—W. Carter, J. Crowell, F. L. 
Smith, A. Brown, Jt Tate, R. Johnson.

Second ward—P. Verret, George B. Loud 
George Holmes.

Third ward—F. Robinson, A. Verrett, 
Fourth ward—A. J. Barnes, J. Cokeley, 

R. Douglass.
Fifth ward—Joseph Robertson, A. Le- 

Blanc.
Sixth ward—Beverly Lucas.
Seventh ward—William Harris, A. 

Ennis, W. Wilkinson.
Eighth ward—A. Coleman, A. Grigsby, J 

C. Adamson.
On motion of William Harris, seconded 

by F. Robinson, the president of the con 
vention was added to the committee, and 
authorized to appoint eight additional mem 
bers tor the parish at large.

The president appointed on said commit 
tee: L. E. Dnfaart, D. Askins, J. L. Roche, 
Daniel Johnson, E. Wilson, C. E. Halstead, 
David Johnson.

On motion the parish executive commit 
tee when organized, was authorized to elect 
delegates to the State convention when 
called.

On motion resolutions of confidence in the 
national and State administrations; of 
thanks to the general government and 
charitable citizens for prompt aid to ear 
distressed people in the overflowed districts 
of the parish and State; also resolutions 
complimentary to and appreciative of the 
coarse of Senator Wharton, and of confi
dence in United States Senator Pinchback 
were adopted.

On motion it was
Resolved, That the proceedings of the con 

vention be published in the New Orleans 
Republican; Louisianian and Iberville Re 
publican.

Able addressess were then made by seve
ral persons, after which the convention ad 
journed sine die. .

. W. W. WHARTON,
President,

George B. Loud, Secretary.

BY TELEGRAPH.
W A8HINGTON.
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The Levee Question Before Congress,
The following is from the New York 

Tribune oi the twenty-second. While it 
speaks wt 11 or the energy of Congressman 
Morey it rives us a view of Easterfi 
sentiment on levee matters :

For over, three years there has been 
select committee on the levees of the 
Mississippi river, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Morey of Louisiana. This commit
tee, recognizing probably the hopelessness 
of efforts to secure an appropriation for an 
object so local in its character as the pro
tection of tbe farming land lying along tbe 
lower Mississippi from overflow, have never 
until to-day attempted to get any measure 
through the House.

The sufferings anil Iobs occasioned in sev
eral parishes of Louisiana by the recent 
freshet made this an excellent opportunity 
for the committee to obtain a favorable 
hearing for Their project of committing 
Congi. is to the tncorv that the govern
ment e ight to construct a system of levees 
and keep them in repair. Fortunately, the 
committee was called to-day, and Mr. Morey 
reported a bill lor the appointment of a 
mixed military and civil commission, to 
make surveys and report on the best 
method of permanently reclaiming the allu
vial basin of the river snbject to inundation. 
This was prefaced by a long preamble, in the 
nature of an argument, to prove it to be 
the duty of the United States to undertake 
the work of levee building. Seeing that the 
ireamble was a dead weight upon the bill, 
Hr. Morey abandoned it, thus leaving the 
measure in such shape that it cofild be sup
ported by members who, like Mr. Kasson, 
were willing that tbe government should 
obtain the information about the overflow 
of the river and devise a system for pre
venting it, but who believed that the States 
interested should construct the work. 
After an hour's debate the bill went 
over. It is opposed on the ground 
that it is evidently designed to 
open the way for future appropriations. 
The land to be reclaimed by tne proposed 
levee system, or improved by protection 
against the danger of future "overflow, is 
irivate property, and the people who would 
>e benefited are all citizens of one of three 

or fonr States. As Mr. Willard said in his 
speech against the bill, n  is difficult to see 
any justice or constitniional authority for 
appropriating money reflected from the tax
payers in all parts of the country for a pur
pose so purely locai.

A Senator with Hia Coat Off.
The West Baton Rouge Sutjur Planter of 

the twenty-fifth says:
There was a general turn out of the citi

zens of Plaquemine last week to work upon 
the levees. Among the many who pulled 
off their coats and rolled np their sleeves 
was Senator Wharton, who did yeoman ser
vice in the spade and wheelbarrow depart
ment. The Republican of that town pays a 
high compliment to the colored people who 
turned out en masse, and worked steadily 
until the town was relieved of all danger. 
No doubt the combined energies of the citi
zens of Plaquemine saved the town from a 
disastrous overflow.

Eulogies o f  Sumner.
Washington, April 27.—Both Honses are 

eulogizing Sumner.
Dispatch from Baxter.

The following has been received:
Little Rock, April 27, 1874.

To the President:
It is not true that I have declared martial 

law outside of Pulaski county. Nothing 
has been done on my part to prevent a 
peaceable settlement by the Legislature. I 
only want to protect invself until that ia 
done. ELISHA BAXTER,
- ______  _____ Governor.

BELIEF.
Chicago Helping Us.

Chicago, April 27.—The Produce Ex
change has appointed a oommittce to solicit 
contributions for the relief of the Missis
sippi river sufferers.

The Prodnce Exchange.
New York, April 27.—The 1‘roduoe Ex

change appointed a committee to solicit 
contributions for the relief of the sufferers 
by the overflow ot the Mississippi.

A R K A N S A S .
The Gubernatorial Question In StatS Qao,

Little Rock, April 27.—No material 
change between the two belligerent Gover
nors, or the United States lorces. Baxter’s 
men to day removed an old siege piece from 
the lower end of the town; where it was 
used by the Confederate forces during tho 
war, and stationed it at the corner of Mark
ham and Soott streets. It is a six-pounder, 
and has been oleaned out ready for action.

Baxter’s forces were increased by the ar
rival of one company from Hempstead 
county to day. A portion of Brooks’ forces 
now occupy the Benjamin Block, opposite 
the State House, and were drilling to-day. 
Both sides expect reinforcements to-night. 
The people are generally satisfied that tbn 
Legislature should settle the pendldg diffi
culty though the Brooks’ side say the Legis
lature will not meet in obeyance to Baxter’s 
call.

Colonel O'Sullivan, of the Brooks sidff, 
who was wounded in the skirmish, on 
Tuesday last, is getting along first rate, 
and hopes are now entertained eof his re
covery. Both sides have sent delegations 
to Washington to present their views. 
Desperate Encounter with Horse Thieves.

At Boughton, on the Cairo anu Fulton 
railroad, 100 miles below this city, fifteen 
citizens followed a gang of horse thieves, 
on Sunday morning, got into a fight with 
them, killed three,, and lost one of theii 
own killed, and had another wounded.

FOREIGN.

Drowned.
We learn from Mr. A. F. Brown that on 

Saturday evening, tbe eighteenth instant, 
a skiff containing five colored men and a 
woman, crossing from Rodney to this side, 
was capsized in the storm, and all were 
drowned except one man. The names of 
the ones drowned were as follows: Jim 
Turner, William Johnson, George Williams, 
Solomon Willis and Mifly Willis. The 
party had been to Rodney that day, and 
returning with too maeh whisky in their 
beads, the accident occurred probably 
through carelessness. They were tenants 
on tbe Lee plaoe, four miles below here.— 
Jforth Louisiana Journal

Afloat.
London, April 27.—The steamer Silesia 

which was aground at El be has been floated.
Whisky Crusaders in England.

The whisky crusade was inaugurated at 
Manchester to-day. Several siguaturee to 
the pledge were obtained..

The Budget Adopted.
The House of Commons has finally ap 

proved and disposed of the budget.
The Baez Canal.

The Khedive of Egypt took military pos
session of the Suez canal before Lessepa 
yielded to the decision oi the international 
tonnage commission.
The Policy o f the Government Criticised.

Paris, April 27.—Count Von Arnim, min
ister of Prussia at Paris, has written a let
ter to Doctor Dollinger, criticising the 
ecclesiastical policy of the government. 

Occupied.
Bayonne, April 27.—Palacios Valles with 

six thousand men has entered and taken 
possession of Chelva, thirty-eight miles 
northwest of Valencia.

Panama Insulted.
Panama, April 27.—The circumstance of 

the disembarkation of the United Staton 
forces during the revolutions in Panama at 
Bogota, is considered as an offense to na
tional dignity.

American Gold In Demand.
United States gold is at seven per cent 

premium, in consequence of the Panama 
Railroad Company requiring all settlements 
for freight to be paid in that coin.

Concha Orders n Draft.
Havana, April 27.—The Captain

General of Cnba has ordered a 
draft for military Bert ice, to take 
place May 1, from the class between the 
ages of twenty-five and thirty-five years, 
instead of eighteen and twenty-five years. 
The order prescribes persons liable to mili
tary service, and whose income exceeds 
$50,000 per annum, may commute by the 
payment of a contribution to the expenses 
of the war, and exempts discharged sol
diers, priests’ novices only, sons maintain
ing poor parents and employes of the gov
ernment, but the latter are obliged to join 
volunteers. Substitutes for drafted parties 
will be accepted. Any person liable to 
draft will be permitted to leave the island 
on payment of $500 in gold.

Exchange ol Carllst Prisoners.
The steamer which leaves for Spain to

morrow takes out 450 Carlfst prisoners, to . 
be exchanged.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Fire in Vicksburg.

Vicksburg, April 27.—The store of Steel* 
&. Yoste, grocers, corner of Cherry street 
and the railroad crossing, burned at four 
o’clock this morning. Loss about $0000. The 
building was insured for $3200.

Sentenced.
Chicago, Anril 27.—In the Criminal Court 

of this city. Judge Gary to-day sentenced 
Paul Scha-ppe, convicted ol forgery, to 
three years’ imprisonment in the peniten
tiary.

Arrested for Arson.
William H. Harrison, late treasurer of the 

Globe Theatre, which was burned early 
this morning, was arrested on a charge of 
having set fire to the building. He assert* 
his ability to prove his Innocence.

. A Family Poisoned.
Richmond, April 27.—W. S. Doran, a pro

minent merchant, five members of his fami
ly, two guests, one a well koown clergy
man, and three servants were poisoned yeo- 
terday. It is supposed eating custard 
which contained it. A partial examination 
made by an anna!^ ucal chemist failed to 
discover any arsenic, for which examina
tion was made, and to-night all the parties 
are out of danger.

The Strikers Gone to W ork. 
Louisville, April 27.— The striking 

men on the Short Line railroad have r». 
turned to work and trains are running as 
usual. Business is wholly resumed, ana no 
further trouble is apprehended.

The Alabama Kiver-Helma Inundated. 
Selma, Ala., April 27.—Tbe Alabama 

river is two feet above the high water mark 
ol July, 1872, and stiil rising slowly. The 
water lacks only two inches of being in the 
press room of tbe Daily Times' building, 
which stands sixty feet above low water. 
The river lands below Selina are sub
merged, doing great damage to plantations 
and destroying crops. Tbe oldest inhab
itant never belore saw three overflows in 
six weeks.

From -Mont*ornery.
Montgomery, Ala., April 27.—Weather 

beautiful. Alabama river very high. Nn 
break in railroads: all are running on tin»* 
and making close connection.

The memorial celebration to-day vraff 
very imposing.

Severe G ale- Destruction o f  Property. 
Rutland, April 27.—A gale at Benning

ton, Vermont, demolished the steeple, ICO 
feet high, on the Congregstif n ^  Church.

[continued on fouam  fagk.j


