
UtPUBLICAH, SUNDAY, HAT 10, 1874

mur ©rkans |RpubUtim.
ÔTFTcïÂr̂ 0ÏRN*̂ 0̂ ^ÂÊ̂ SWrTÎÊO~ST ATES 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL *OF^IEW ORLEANS

THE DAILY REPUBLICAN
ta tmbllshed every day (Monday* excepted) a t Ho. 
M Oam n street. Terms: «12 a  year; «6 1er six 
months; «3  lor three m onths—payable invariably 
!b advance. Single copies five cents.

O f l c e - N s .  9 4  C a m p  s t r e e t .

RATES OF ADVERTISING :

ffqaftres.
One

month.
Two

monthb
Three
month*

Six
month*

One
year.

$12 «22 $30 $50 «75
22 38 50 80 125
30 53 70 n o 175
38 67 90 140 225
46 80 105 170 275
54 93 12M 200 325
60 105 135 230 375

H g b t........ 65 115 150 260 420
70 125 165 290 460
75 135 180 320 500
80 145 195 350 540
85 155 210 380 580
90 165 220 410 620
95 175 230 430 660

ion 185 240 450 700
T hirty ....... 175 330 450 750 1200

Monthly advertisem ents, Inserted every other 
day, to be charged tw o-thirds of th e  above rates^ 

Secoi '  ..................... ............ond page
sonars, «20 per m onth.

advertisem ents, eachm onthly

Transient advertisem ents, having the m n  of the 
paper, first Insertion «1 SO per square; each suaee- 
a n en t insertion seventy-five cents per square.

Second page transien t advertisem ents, each .a- 
sertion «1 SO per square. . . .  .

Advertisements inserted a t Intervals to  be 
•barged  aa new each insertion. .

All business notices of advertisem ents to  be 
ebarged tw enty cents per line each insertion.

Regular advertisers, who advertise largely, will 
be allowed such discount from above named trau- 
«tont ra te s  as may be agreed upon; provided, th a t 
In no case shall such discount exceed tweaty-nve 
par cent. _ _ _

THE WEEKLY REPUBLICAN
la published every Saturday morning, and contains 
the  news by telegraph, lniBcellaueous reading, edi­
torials, local m atters of general public interest, 
commercial and m onetary reports, and everything 
th a t appears in the Daily, except such items as are 
of little  or no public moment. The WEEKLY RE­
PUBLICAN is an excellent family paper, valuaole 
s* well for instruction and amuaem eat as mioima- 
toon on the cu rren t topics of th e  day.

Terraa o f  S s b s c r i p t l s s .
Cute year. «5; six  months, «2  30.

A dvertisem en ts.
Transient advertisem ents same term s as in the 

Bally. Monthly advertisem ents inserted for one- 
teo rth  of the  daily rates.

A litoral commission allowed to  those who send 
ns olnbs of five or more.

|THE MISSISSIPPI LEVRES.

Speech e f  Hon. Frank Morey, o f Louis-
Innn, In the House o f Representatives.
April i l l ,  1 8 7 4 .

The House having under consideration 
the hill (House resolution No. 2988) to pro­
vide tor the appointment of a commission 
ot engineers to investigate and report a 
permanent plan for the reel umation of the 
alluvial basin of the Mississippi river sub­
ject to inundation—

Mr. Morey said:
Mr. Speaker: I have no apology to offer 

the House for thrusting on its attention 
this resolution at this moment. The daily 
recital by the press of the scenes of deluge, 
destruction, and desolation that a re rapidly 
transpiring through the whole Lower Mis­
sissippi Valley plead more earnestly ana 
eloquently than any words of mine can for 
the impoverished and strioken people of 
that region of onr common country.

TIIE DELTA OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.
We are accustomed, Mr. Speaker, to con­

template a delta analagous to that which 
gives rise to the name. The alluvial lands, 
lying below a river dividing out toward the 
sea in Egypt, gave the name in the long 
ago, when the Greeks conquered the Pha­
raohs and sat down unon the Nile. From 
Rosetta down to the Mediterranean, some 
twenty miles, that river divides and empties 
by two branches, embracing an area that 
has a resemblance to a Greek letter (delta), 
an equilateral triangle. How vast the dif­
ference ! Look upon this map. The defini­
tion has gradually grown until we now ap­
ply the name “delta” to all the continuous 
alluvion of a river embraced between its 
first extravasated floods that may never re­
turn down to the border of the sea. In­
stead, then, of a few hundred sqnare miles 
of a delta from Rosetta to the Mediterra­
nean, we have this enormous expanse of 
country of about sixty miles in average 
breadth and about six hundred miles in 
length. We have au area of about 08,607 
square miles for the delta of the Mississippi 
river. Contemplate its expanse upon the 
map of North America, sweeping the fronts 
of seven great States of the American 
Union, embracing nearly as large an area 
as either ot the seven, and> capable of sus­
taining a larger population than the up­
lands of any three of tuern, grand and fer­
tile as they are.

In the language of a writer whose life has 
been devoted to its study and reclamation: 

“Sweeping across eight and a ball !e- 
grees of latitude,ft extends from the semi- 
tropical lands of the orange and the lemon, 
the cotton and the cane, to the middle of 
the cereal and farming region of the tem­
perate zone, and to the border of the ice 
floes, that in rigorous winters engorge and 
choke the navigation of the great river.

“It is everywhere threaded and thwarted 
by interlocking channels of rivers and 
bayons and navigable channels, placing 
every cultivable acre within ready reach of 
steamboat navigation. In this particular 
it has no rival or parallel known to civil­
ized man.”

Its fertility is exhaustless and all-pcrvad 
ing. The timbers and vines that grow 
upon it have an exuberanoe that render it 
in the wild condition nearly impenetrable, 
and yet a single season’s labor of the enter­
prising forester has replaced the wila pro­
ductions by crops that were nearly as exu­
berant. The cypress and the oak rise upon 
it to an altitude and with a profusion in­
credible to those who have not explored it, 
thus furnishingit with a wealth of timber 
of the highest value that is nearly exhaust- 
lees. Its crops whenever rescued lrom 
the waters, do so readily respond to the 
band of cultivation that the drift of popula­
tion toward it had, prior to the late unfor­
tunate war, lined nearly all its streams with 
inhabitants where the chances of escape 
from overflooding were regarded as good 

-during three years out of four. And yet 
this realm of fertility is subject to yearly 
’Inundation from the very waters that have 
created it—the floods ot the Mississippi 
river.

The whole delta is an enormous basin, 
with every acre of its bottom lying deep 
below the level of the river’s extreme 
floods. From Cape Girardeau, in Missouri, 
to the border of the Gulf of Mexico, it 
might be regarded, in the greatest flood 
seasons, as one vast delta sea.
HISTORY OF TIIE CONFLICT OF l.F.VEES WITH 

FLOODS.
And yet the boldness ot the man of 

the South—listen to the story ot his 
sublime uudertaking—resolved to conquer 
this mediterranean, and restrain its waters 
within the ehnnnel of the great river, and 
guide them down to the gulf without in­
vading the great basin.

You will join me in rendering him ample 
honors for the grandest of human entèr- 
prises when 1 show you that up to the year 
IStil he had reduced the average level of 
the twelve foot inundation by about four 
leet all over the basin, by running bis feeble 
earthen barriers along the border of the 
river, the rim of the delta sea, and bad 
lined all its interior channels with a hardy 
and most adventurous population. His 
levees were two thousand miles in length. 
They had grown—he could scarcely tell you 
why or how—through lot) years of struggle, 
ot alternate success and inundation. No 
one, for a century, ever dreamed of exter­
minating the foe. Like the removal of the 
American savrge from the continent, it was 
a work always progressing, but never de­
clared complete, or contemplated as a 
whole. But at last the moment came, and 
the resolution was taken to reserve and re­
claim the whole delta. The man still lives, 
and is within the sound of my voice, hale 
and vigorous, with the hope of seeing its 
completion, who first wrote the proposal, in 
1840. to manacle the river with chain« of 
levees as iong as the delta, and to reserve 
the entire alluvioir for the uses of meu.

And all this labor, these millions ot 
treasure, and these five generations of men 
have been consumed in the struggle with­
out the aid of the strong arm of the gov­
ernment. Front proprietors first built their 
own levees, and on this condition held the

titles to these lands 'during the first cen­
tury of this conflict.

When the work grew beyond their ca­
pacity, and the unoccupied links of the 
chain had to be constructed, epunties and 
parishrs and districts, then States, one after 
the other, embarked in this enterprise; and 
the government of the United States having 
sold its millions upon millions of acres thus 
rescued by local effort, at last granted the 
unsalable swamp lands yet to be reclaimed 
to the States that would undertake to 
•rescue them; a grant much like the privilege 
to have all the fish they could catch from 
the navigable waters. Still the grant had 
its effects, and the States utilized for levee 
purposes all the lands they could still render 
salable, after the best lands they had 
reserved had all been selected and bought 
from the United States; and but for the sad 
war that ensued we would have triumphed 
in a complete rescue ot the delta sea from 
the dominion of the Hoods. Abandonment 
and destruction (olio wed the clash of arms; 
and to this day the flood has been re­
gaining his dominion. The river had gath­
ered force from his long restraint. His 
voracity had gnawed away the banks till 
the dikes of resistance had been driven back 
to the lower grounds and had to be replac­
ed by more powerful and costly barriers, 
only practicable to a prospérons people.

When the cloud of war had cleared away 
the people who survived the conflict of 
arms returned to find hundreds of miles of 
their barriers swept away or broken and 
unavailing. From Capo Girardeau to the 
Arkansas river the right bank was aban­
doned, except at special localities, and the 
States of Arkansas and Missouri have made 
no systematic effort to replace their levees; 
and for one hundred and twenty miles be­
low the Arkansas river on the right bank 
the struggle to reclaim can scarcely be 
called systematic, and the result has been 
failure and abandonment. Thus one-third 
of the great basin on the right is now open 
to the ravages of the flood and the conse­
quence is desolation and deluge. The daily 
papers and the telegraphic accounts tell us 
of the distress, calling aloud for relief, of a 
suffering people. t

Below latitude thirty-three on the right, 
and below thirty-five on the left hank, the 
States of Louisiana and Mississippi re­
turned to the great conflict with the 
floods. Mississippi with 400 miles to 
guard, and Louisiana with 7Ö0 miles of the 
great river's front, rallied to repair and re­
build their levees. The former has spent 
some three or four millions and the latter 
no less than thirteen millions of dollars to 
replace the levees destroyed by military 
necessity and by abandonment daring the 
war; and yet. Mr. Speaker, the daily 
reports of crevasses, inundations and disas­
ters, will tell you bow utterly inadequate 
these life-struggles have been. The cry for 
help from a suffering people is just now 
utterly appalling.

Wo come, Mr. Sneaker, to lay down at 
the feet of Congress our arms of resistance 
to those floods, to confess our inability, like 
the gallant but misguided soldiers of the 
Confederacy, to struggle longer against a 
power so exhautless and nearly omnipotent. 
Throw the mantle of the panoply of your 
greater power around us, for we cau build 
the levees defenses no longer.

We lay before you in figures, more effec­
tive than those of rhetoric, the details of 
reasons why we regard this work as a work 
of national character, traversing as tue 
delta does the fronts of seven great 
States, and incalculably valuable as it 
is to the future wealth of the nation 
and the prosperity and civilization of the 
great West and the continent. The ques­
tion of reclaiming and protecting this vast 
empire from the periodical depredations of 
the Mississippi river has long engaged the 
consideration of the government; for now 
over twenty years past in its national 
aspect it has commanded the attention of 
Congress and the oountry. And permit me 
to add, that in my, judgment no matter 
connected with all the problem of American 
progress and development deserves a more 
thoughtful and deliberate attention from 
our statesmen than this great problem of 
bow to redeem from the periodical do­
minion of destructive freshets this fair­
est and most fertile portion of the great 
American continent.

We find in the general appropriation act 
of September 30, 1850, that Congress di 
rooted the application of $50,000 to “a to- 
pogiaphical and hydrographical survey of 
the delta of the Mississippi, with such in­
vestigations as may lead to determine the 
most practicable plan for securing it from 
inundation,” etc. Fifty thousand dollars 
additional were applied under the law of 
August 31, 1852, for a continuance of that 
survey of “the Mississippi bottom and such 
investigations as may lead to determine the 
most practicable plan for securing it from 
inundation.” The surveys thus ordeied 
were carried on during several years by a 
distinguished officer of our military engi­
neers, and are embodied in a report made 
in August, 1861, .to the Secretary of War.

This valuable report is.now a part of the 
literary treasure of the country, and is a 
contribution to physical science on the 
philosophy of rivers similar in its great re­
search and vast information to Lieutenant 
Maury's reports on the philosophy of the 
soa.

In every form in which it could commit 
itself Congress has assumed the responsi­
bility of this great work.

The Senate committees to which measures 
in connection with this subject have been 
referred have invariably reported in their 
tuvor. Senator Clark reports July 2, 1866, 
that bis select committee “is satisfied the 
people of those States”—those concerned 
directly in the levees—“are unable without 
aid from the government to undertake and 
complete the necessary repairs.” Senator 
Henderson, from the Committee on Fi­
nance, reports on March 27, 1867, that his 
committee is satisfied of “ the constitutional 
power and the expediency and good policy” 
of granting federal aid to the construction 
of the levees. A committee on the ievees 
of the Mississippi was created in each 
branch of Congress by the respective 
branches of the Forty-second Congress as 
well as of the Forty-third Congress; and 
thus for a period of twenty years have the 
executive and the legislative departments 
of the government, assuming that the Mis­
sissippi river (receiving-aa it does the soil 
and minerals of over twenty States and 
Territories) is an “inland sea,” practioally 
declared it to be the fixed policy of the na­
tion to assume its guardianship and protect 
the people of the lower valley from its de­
structive ravages.

And here, Mr. Speaker, I will say, that 
but for a desire on our part that the gov­
ernment should not embark in this great 
enterprise until the last doubt of its entire 
practicability shall be dispelled, I would 
again press the bill I had the honor last 
year to otter, on the immediate attention of 
Congress. Hence we have agreed to sub­
mit this resolution, iu the belief that by the 
next session we can ba've all the data and 
information of every description required 
for prompt and intelligent action on this 
great subject.

The object sought to be attained in re­
claiming and protecting the lower Missis­
sippi valley is closely allied with all the 
great questions affecting the material pro­
gress and physical development of America. 
The natioual finances; the augmentation of 
our export values; our monopoly of tfie 
cotton supply, now seriously impaired and 
endangered; the resumption of specie pay­
ments; and the redemption of the national 
debt, are all indissolubly bound up in this 
great work of insuring the safe cultivation 
of this vast and fertile territory.

A few years ago Congress, at great ex­
pense, built a railroad to the gold fields of 
the Pacific. Though the enterprise was 
costly, there is nobody who would have the 
mouey returned with the condition of no 
road to California. Ten rimes the cost 
would not purchase this condition from the 
American people.

The enterprise of protecting the alluvion 
of the Mississippi valley from the periodical 
ravages of the great river is equal in all its 
aspects to the great scheme of transconti­
nental connections, and merits as mach, if 
not more, the fostering care of our great 
government.

One of the great subjects which has en­
gaged the attention of Congress this win­
ter has been that of the currency. There 
has been no one so far unwilling to admit 
that il we could safely resume specie pay­
ments it would lie vastly to the interests of 
the whole people. No one has raised the 
question of its desirability. The whole ar­
gument has been addressed to its imprac­
ticability. With a.littie over $160,000,000 
ipeeie in sight in the entire country, with 
be balance of trade against us. with bonds 

abroad to the amount of -hundreds, yea,

thousands of millions of dollars, on which 
gold or exchange has to annnally leave the 
country to discharge the interest, ourselves 
purchasers of commodities and fabrics 
which we should grow and manufacture, 
the whole suggestion of immediate resump­
tion is utopian, and all the measures look­
ing to it have been destructive to the busi­
ness interests of the country, and cul­
minated in the crisis of last fall. Before 
we can return to specie payments it is nee 
essary to do something else than contract 
the paper circulation of the country. We 
have to accumulate gold and Bilver in the 
country by increasing onr exports and 
diminishing our imports. This is the key 
to financial health and specie resumption.

From 1816 to 1866 Great Britain added to 
her then already large accumulation of 
specie currency an average of $18,000,000 a 
year. From 1793 to 1866 France increased 
her supply of the precious metals at a year­
ly average of very little lees than the same 
amount. The United States, unlike these 
old countries, begining with but little, be­
gan to increase her scanty store of metallic 
currency in 1792, and has averaged tor the 
same period about $11,000,000 annually. 
And it is a noteworthy fact that after the 
Napoleonic war England returned to specie 
payments with great caution; and notwith­
standing sbe increased her great board, the 
accumulation continuing at the rate of 
$8,000,000 annually, she did not resume the 
specie standard of value until her exports 
equaled her imports; meanwhile funding 
her vast debt at home, in which sbe set us 
an example we could have followed with 
profit. The coin used for circulation is es­
timated at about $400,000.000; that of France 
at about $650,000,000; our own accumulation 
in sight does not equal quite $160,000,000.

From 1861 to 1869, inclusive, the Califor­
nia production of gold is estimated at 
$514,j00,000. Adopting the calculation 
fixed by high commercial authority, of 
$60,000,000 as the product from all other 
sources, we have the aggregate production 
of gold and silver for this period ot nine 
years at $574,600,000. The imports of trea­
sure fbr this time is set down at $148,000.- 
000; making an aggregate of $723,400,000. 
During this period onr exports of treasure 
amounted to $520,200,000. This difference 
between our production and imports of 
treasure and our exports of it amounts to 
$203,200,000. The official statements of the 
deposits of this gold and silver account for 
not quite $160,000,000 remaining in the 
country. The impression is the discrepancy 
of treasure, amounting to over $43,000,000, 
has taken some other shape than coin.

I have given these statistics to show the 
scarcity oi the precious metals with us in 
comparison with the older countries of the 
world, and to show the vast importance, in 
a financial point of view, of increasing our 
supply of metallic treasure; which is only 
to oe done, I repeat, by lessening our im­
ports and increasing our exports. General 
Humphreys, in his able report on the Mis­
sissippi levees, shows that an efficient sys­
tem of protection would bring into safe 
cnltivation 2,500,000 acres of sugar land and 
7,000,009 acres of cotton land. This sugar 
belt in 1860 made 449,000 hogsheads, or 
225,000 tons of sugar. In 1865 the sugar 
consumed in this country Is thus given: 
Foreign sugar, 345,809 ton's: the ham? cfPps 
of cane sugar, 5000 tons; maple sugar at 3000 j 
tons; and sugar from molasses at refineries, 
22,300 tons. We ; may safely assume that 
the sugar imported amounts to 350,000 tons. 
This, including duty, would sell at present 
prices for nearly $60,000,000 gold value; 
while the molasses imported would amount 
to about $11,000,000 gold.

The State of Lquisiana before the war

Ereduced, I repeat, nearly 500,000 hogs- 
eads, or 225,000 tons. Estimating the total 

annual consumption of the United States as 
stated, it would appear that the sugar re­
gion of Lonisiana is capable of producing 
about forty per cent of tbe sugars consum­
ed in the country on the basis of its produc 
tion in 1860, thns saving annually to the 
nation at least $24,000,000 of gold a year. 
Of the 2.500,009 acres of sugar lands not 
more than twenty per cent have ever been 
put in cultivation, leaving an undevel­
oped territory capable when brotight into 
cultivation of producing all tbe sugar 
needed for the consumption of the country, 
saving over $60,000,000 of gold annually.

In regard to cotton tbe case is still 
stronger. General Humphreys estimates 
that 7,000,000 acres of the best cotton soil 
in tbe world would be brought into safe 
cultivation by an efficient system of pro­
duction. This land without manure is ca­
pable of producing from one to two bales 
of cotton to the acre. To give some idea 
of the productive capacity of this rich al­
luvion, I would give a few statistics from 
the census of I860.* In that year in the 
Yazoo delta there were in cultivation about 
428,000 acres of the 5,000.000 that compose 
it, which produced 313,000 bales of cotton 
and 2,600,000 bushels of corn, besides a 
great variety of other products and stock 
of all sorts. The four front parishes of 
Lonisiana, Carroll, Concordia, Madison, 
and Tensas, situated opposite the Yazoo 
basin, made the same year over 212,000 
bales of cotton ; and corn for the extrava­
gant consumption of their people.

These two facts from the census will give 
you, Mr. Speaker, some idea of the bound 
less productive capacity and possibilities of 
this splendid region which it is proposed to 
reclaim and 'make useful for other pur­
poses than the sport of the reptile and the 
alligator.

Ever since the war, and the famine prices 
which the failure of the American supply 
of cotton produced, British energy and en­
terprise have been directed to opening new 
fields of cotton production. As early as 
1862 we find the Cotton Supply Association, 
of Manchester, sending a deputation to the 
world’s lair to meet the commissioners of 
thirty different localities in the world who 
had brought with them specimens of raw 
cotton to the exhibition. In 1861 Lord 
Dalkousie inaugurated the railway system 
of India, costing over $450,000,000, the ob­
ject being to reach new climates and cotton 
fields in India. In every way in their 
power the nations of the" Old World are 
stimulating ootton production with a view 
of relieving their dependence on the 
American grown staple.

Shall we do nothing to preserve what 
they are striving to wrest from us, namely, 
practical monopoly of the cotton plant?

We quote from the speech of Senator 
Alcorn, of Mississippi, delivered in the 
Forty-second Congress in 1872;

A great combination hap been operating 
for ten years against our supremacy in raw 
cotton. The governments of Europe are all 
parties to that combination, and, under tbe 
promptings of the Manchester Cotton Sup­
ply Association, have made tbe diffusion ot 
cotton industry a subject of diplomatic ac­
tion aad of domestic policy. France has 
sought to stimulate the culture of cotton in 
Algeria by bonuses; Austria has made tbe 
attempt in her Adriatic provinces by a sys­
tem ot premiums; Turkey has stimulated 
the production by offers of liberal land 
tenures to European planters: Italy has 
surveyed, mapped, intersected with roads, 
several millions of acres of her southern 
territory, with the view of bringing back 
kpr culture of the staple, under |the encour­
agement of liberal grants of land; and 
England, in order to stimulate the produc­
tion in Central India, has, in addition to the 
distribution to tbe Hindoo farmers of seed, 
tools, and information on the subject, given 
tbe cotton fields of India access to the sea 
board by railroad, at a cost of $450,000,000.

“Thirty-six States were represented at a 
convention of cotton growers held in Lon­
don in 1862, under tbe auspices of the Man­
chester Cotton Supply Association. The 
ground taken in that conspiracy against 
our industry rested on the proposition that 
we conld never again produce cotton as 
cheaply as before, and that so long as the 
United States failed to grow it at a price 
less than twelve cents per pound, so long 
conld the States represented in the con­
spiracy go on successfully in their attempt 
to drive us from the market! The nation 
may rest assured that unless our cotton 
fibres can be produced at some such rates as 
those by which they had reached their con­
trol of tho market, they can never eDjoy 
that control again. And a production so 
variable in its yield can never be main­
tained in healthy vigor anywhere under 
other conditions than those by which it had 
been maintained here—such a control of 
the market as shall cover any shortcoming 
in the crop by regulating its price.

“The war waged upon our cotton culture 
by the governments and peoples of Europe 
can not be met successfully save on the 
basis of our cotton triumph of the past— 
the basis of prices. If tbe uplands of the 
South are to be the scene of the con fiict, 
their yield of from one-fourth to one-half of 
a bale to the acre brings us to trial so

feeble that we must go down before the 
combination into which England and her 
allies have entered for our defeat. But the 

• seven million acres to be brought into the 
uses of our cotton culture by the con­
struction ot the levees of the Mississippi 
present a battle field on which that great 
combination for tbe ruin of the grandest 
triumph of American industry may be 
brought to a close in the victorious asser­
tion once more of our supremacy in the 
cotton market. The best cotton land in 
the world, capable of producing a bale to 
the acre, as those alluviums are very truly 
said to be bv General Humphreys, so pro­
lific is their production of the fabric—with 
the same amount of capital and the same 
amount of labor—that the exclusion of all 
rival producers from the market, and the 
destruction of all the capital invested in 
their production, will follow the establish 
ment of our cotton industry in the unap­
proachable strength of the seven million 
acres which will be given for that national 
purpose by the construction of a complete 
system of levees on the Mississippi river.

“Our cotton uplands are beiug denuded of 
their labor. The higher productiveness of 
our Mississippi lowlauds giving higher re 
muneration, their conversion having there 
fore at its command abundant supplies of 
labor, may be expected to go forward with 
extraordinary rapidity, after the ievees 
shall have thrown them open by réclama 
tion to tbe uses of agriculture. And 7,000,600 
bales whitening before many years tbe 
splendid territory now lying waste on either 
side ot the Mississippi, would, at ten cents 
per pound, not only enable us to crush all 
rivalry in cotton production under our 
heels, but would at the same time add to 
the credit side of our international balance 
sheet hundreds of millions per annum in 
gold.

“Cheapness is a necessity of not only the 
maintenance of our cotton agriculture” but 
of also our cotton manufacture; for freight 
and handling, though sometimes like con 
staut quantities, constitute, in reference to 
variations of price, varying percentages 
As a tariff in favor of home production 
they are greater in their operative power 
when the fabric is teD cents per pound than 
they are when it is twenty cents. Their 
effective force as an incidental protection of 
our cotton manufactures becomes greatest 
when the price of cotton is the least. Un 
der this point of view there can be no 
doubt that the high prices of raw cotton 
bear injuriously on our exports of cotton 
fabrics. And in corroboration of this de­
duction, the fact may be cited that, while 
our exports of manufactured cottob 
amounted in 1860TO about $11,000,000, they 
fell off in 1864 to less than $1,500,000. In 
1871 they had not ralliecKo over $3,500,000 
one-third of their value in 1860.

“Our cotton uianufacturesjhave lost under 
high prices of raw ootton an income from 
exports to the extent ot seven millions a 
year. The proof which that loss points 
gives it an aspect still more serious to the 
interests involved directly in the produc 
tion of cotton fabrics. It represents them 
in an attitude, not of expansion into the 
healthy life which can strike out into com 
petition with, the world, but of the sick 
liness that shrinks from that struggle, under 
the withering influence of high prices, into 
the dangerous condition of industrial 
existence which holds its vitality by the 
uncertain tenure of ‘protection/ And the 
cotton manufacturers of the country have, 
therefore, lost not only seven millions of 
their income from exports under the opera­
tion of high prices of raw cotton, but they 
have entered under that operation on a 
footing that places their whole capital, so 
long as those high prices of the raw mate 
rial hold, more or less at the mercy of 
oscillations in our political thought.

“Wheat, flour and Indian corn entered in 
to our exports of 1860 to the amount of 
$22,000,000. The consumption of those 
Northern commodities in the cotton region 
having been arrested by the war, their ex­
port ran up from $22,000,000 in 1860 to 
$70,000,000 in 1861, to $30,000,000 in 1862. 
The wheat, flour and Indian cotn of tbe 
Western States, which were consumed in 
the ootton region in I860, may therefore be 
set down, in générai, at between fifty and 
sixty million dollars. The pork, the beef, 
the manufactures of wood, iron, etc., that 
were sold by the States of the West to the 
cotton producers of 1860, may be estimated 
at a very great amount when the consump­
tion of Western gr..in by these producers is 
seen in such strong evidence to have 
amounted to fifty or sixty million dollars. 
And thus, in addition to the general inter­
est of giving out enormous amounts to our 
credit in our international account, does 
the reclamation of 7,000,000 acres of the 
richest cotton lands in the world, by the 
construction of the Mississippi levees, pro­
mise to give tbe Western States that best 
of all markets, a home market, lor their 
breadstuff's and their manufactures to an 
amount that may be held to sum up $150,- 
000,900 per annum.

“Water power, though cheaper in first 
cost, is inferior for the uses of manufacture 
to steam. Cotton, being the lighter of the 
two materials.'inust go at the bidding of 
economy to that producer, of steam—coal. 
Ann in seeking the coal best suited for its 
conversion it will determine in favor, all 
things else being equal, of the coal nearest, 
easiest of access. Now, the reclamation of 
our immense areas of cotton lands on tbe 
banks of the Mississippi is, under this point 
of view, the initial step to an inevitable re­
sult—American siiprenircy in the produc­
tion of cotton fabrics. With the raw ma­
terial in unbounded supplies in one part ol 
the river system of the Mississippi basin, 
and in an adjoining prrt of that system 
abundance of coal, abundance of bread­
stuff's, abundance of labor, all tbe condi­
tions of economical production eonenr 

declaring the throne of a fu­
ture empire in the manufacture of 
cotton fabrics to be seated on the coal fields 
of the West. The wonderful developments 
of civic population and industrial wealth in 
Great Britain have taken place on her coal 
measures under the drawbacks of supplies 
and markets thousands of miles away, and 
there can be no doubt developments still 
more wonderful in the concentration of 
»opulation and the increase of riches will 
ollow on-tbe coal measures of Ohio, In­

diana, Illinois, Missouri, etc., when, with 
the consumption of a continent at tbe doors 
ot their cotton mills, the raw material can 
be brought to them at the low cost ol trans­
portation over five or six hundred miles of 
inland navigation, in thH abundance of sup­
ply whitening seven million acres behind 
the levees of the Mississippi.

“The nation can not consent to palter 
with her duties.”

1 now submit some further reasons, Mr. 
Speaker, iu support of the proposition of 
the committee which I had the honor to 
make to this House on the seventeenth in­
stant:
NEW SERVITUDE FROM STEAMBOAT WAVES.

The claim of the inhabitants of the delta 
lor national aid rests upon much stronger 
grounds than mere prospective revenues 
and productions. Those claims come in the 
form of reclamation. They are based upon 
the perpetual and ever-increasing attack 
upon the banks of the river and the levees 
by the passing commercé of no less than 
twenty-one States and five Territories, the 
most productive of the Union, that send 
their untold eompierce down the river, and 
receive their imports in return. The 
steamers that transport this commerce send 
their resistless waves against banks and 
Ievees, lashing and abrading them almost 
without cessation. Our lower river hardly 
ever rests. One set of waves succeed 
another, and eacn finds it rest in the equiv­
alent of its forces transferred to the banks 
and channel of the river. These lashings 
and abradings, independent ot the other 
causes, render the task of levee construe 
tion more and more oppressive yearly, until 
they have become intolerable. That this 
burden should be borne in part by those 
whose commerce attacks and batters them 
down is an axiom ot equity.

MEASURE OF WAVE FORCES ON BANKS.
Let it first be observed that the forces 

started by a steamer plowing tbe waters 
are chiefly latenal. The bow of the vessel 
and the paddle-wheels throw up waves 
that can not find movement except along 
the .surface; and even when the paddle 
strikes downward, the displacement is 
lateral, except at very short distances be­
neath the dip of the wheel. The torce is 
felt downward only at the wheels or pro­
peller, and these immediately react and run 
along the surface of the distant shores. And 
since the waters are indefinitely mobile 
among their particles, repose for displace­
ment or violence can only be found against 
the walls of the channel. The total force 
exerted against the bank must be the same,

whether diffuse or concentrated, though 
the abrasions will be materially different. 
Forces are never lost, though their facility 
of transmission is greatest in’water and 
least in solids, snch as the river bank. And 
since these banks are composed of material 
brought and laid down wnere they lie by 
these very waters, moving at a velocity of 
three feet per second, whenever the new 
forces brought to bear by greater velocity 
of wave or current attack these particles, 
they displace them and carry them down 
to lower lands.

Let us take .an example. The steamer 
James Howard, of side-whedl construction, 
and with 1500 tons freight, passed up the 
river at near mean high water gauge, at 
Carrollton, 12.5 teet, three feet below maxi 
mum. Her rate was about ten miles per 
hour against a current of four miles per 
hour, making a movement of her waves 
ten and four miles, equal to fourteen miles. 
The wares of practical value were oblique. 
23° to her course on each side, and could 
be distinctly counted to about the fifteenth 
wave, and I added five for the confused, 
irregular waves that followed. Ten of 
these waves were nearly of the same height, 
and were measured by their rise on a rod 
and a drift log that did not break them.

These waves averaged about sixteen 
inches of height at 300 feet behind the ves­
sel, ana the remaining ten waves averaged 
less than-half that height, say six inches. 
They were all delivered against the banks 
with tbe velocity of the sreamer, plus the 
rate of the current, say fourteen miles per 
hour, or twenty leet per second.

Without attempting to weigj) this force 
by computing its dynamics from these data, 
we assume the tonnage of the steamer mul­
tiplied by her velocity gives the just prac­
tical result.

It is probable that the Howard's own 
tonnage is more than half her load, and that 
2300 tons would bo the weight of boat and 
cargo. We have, then, 4,600,000 pounds 
delivered against the banks of the river at 
the rate of ten miles per hour, equal to 14.6 
teet i»er second.

Now this force is repeated every length 
the vessel travels; and taking her length at 
300 feet or 100 yards, the force is repeated 
17.60 times in every mile. Thus the violence 
done to the bauks and levees by oue trip of 
the James Howard is measured by 4,600,000 
pounds multiplied by 14.6 seconds multiplied 
by 17.60 for each mile of her travel. The 
aggregate force, then, that is abnormal, ap­
plied by this steamer, amounts in foot­
pounds to 118,201,600 pounds=60,000 tone.

These quau titles are so enormous as to 
be unappreciable to the mind unless illus­
trated by some familiar example.

A .levee of niuc feet in height, by the re­
cent formula of Humphreys and Abbott, 
with slopes of two and three to one, con­
tains 1200 cubic yards in every hundred 
feet, and 3000 pounds to the cubic yard. 
The 300 feet of levee, equal to the length of 
the James Howard, would weigh 10.809,000; 
the force thrown against the levee or hank 
each trip by the passing boat would be 
68,160,000, -which uicideu by two equals 
34,088,000 pounds, more than three times 
the weight of the whole levee.

Owing to |tbe tenaoity of the soil and ma­
terials of the banks of the ■ river, these 
banks do stand these forces, repeated fifty 
times a day under modified forms, and still 
they stand almost miraculously this fearful 
servitude.

But this is wholly abnormal, and charge­
able to the commerce of the Mississippi val­
ley.

c o m m e r c e  o f  Th e  Mis s is s ip p i  R i v e s .
It follows, from the conclusions of the 

last pages, that the entire tonnage of the 
river must be aggregated, in order to make 
up the accounts of the levees against the 
Western country's commerce.

We arc indebted to Judge W. M. Burwell, 
secretary of the New Orleans Chamber of 
Commerce, for the items relating to this 
commerce woven into this report.

A B K lf tD  AND C L E A R S !! AT M W  ORLEANS, 1871.

Approx-

River crafts. Trips.
S te a m b o a ts . .. . ..............................  6344
B arg es .......................................................
Coastwise aLd foreign sailsbips 1041
Steam ships....................................... 1094
Mississippi barge line, eight tugs

and forty barges..............................
O ther barges on Mississippi and 

Ohio, exlusive of coal.....................

iinate 
tonnage. 

160,000 
10,00 

150 000 
60,000

32.000

32.000

Tannage of vessels....................
PRWOTTCTS K E C E iV E B .

Cotton, say 1,500 0O0 bales............................  *375~000
Corn, saw 4,000,000 bushels........................... 121,000
Flour, 1,571,281 barrels...................................  186 UtiO
Tobacco. 25,000 hogsheads............................  28,000
Sugar, (home crop,) 140.000 hogsheadä .... 154.000
W estern provisions o ther th an  c o m ......... 50,000
Coal, (5,000 000 tons per liai boats—make

no waves, float on the cu rren t) ............
O ther commodities—furniture, lumber, 

staves, laths, hardw are, iron, e tc .......

1 ,000,000
Imports, $20 000,000, estim ated  a t one-

fourth o ther receip ts..............................  250,000

Total fre igh ts ......................................
Total vessels.........................................

1,250,000
444,000

Total movement................................  1,691,000
Thus the tonnage transported on the 

Mississippi in 1871 by vessels producing 
waves, amounts in the aggregate to 1,694, 
000. Every ton and every pound of this 
freight sent its corresponding ton of wave 
against our banks at an average velocity 
which, after some reflection, we have placed 
at six miles per hour, or 8.8 feet per second.

To appreciate the effect of this prodi­
gious force, we can but multiply the 1,694,- 
900 tons by 8.8 feet per second, and it 
impels a force of 15,787,000 tons, running 
currently the entire line of our banks and 
levees ol 2000 miles, every consecutive point 
receiving this force.

It is incredible, thus, that in addition to 
the burdens tbe levees originally assumed 
of current lapse and occasional wind waves, 
tbe levees and banks of the Mississippi 
river should bear this servitude, and that 
the people who live along these river fronts 
should be able to bear the burden of re­
building and repairing them forever.

Certainly a portion of this burden should 
be now assumed by those whose commerce 
forever attacks and batters them down.

No power but that of the general govern­
ment can reaoh a case so ramified and 
Touching the interests of people in so rnanv 
States.

PERFECT LEVEE SYSTEM WILL IMPROVE 
THE NAVIGATION OF THE RIVER.

There is another view in which this subject 
commends itself to national consideration. 
Receiving the streams of twenty States and 
daily freighted with their rich argosies, the 
Mississippi river is essentially a national 
avenue of commerce, and everything tend­
ing to its safe navigation is a matter of ex­
treme interest to the government. There is 
no doubt that if we had an efficient system 
of levees from Cairo to the Gull these dan­
gers to navigation that now environ vari­
ous points on it would cease to exist ; and 
there is no practical engineer familiar with 
that river who would not agree that the 
best tnode to make a safely navigable river 
would be to confine the water within em­
bankments, and thus let it scour out its 
channel.
THE RELATIONS OF THE SOUTHERN RAILROAD

SYSTEM TO THE RECLAMATION OF THE MIS­
SISSIPPI VALLEY FROM INUNDATION.
The necessity of easy and safe "transit 

across the Mississippi below the mouth of 
the Ohio is as great in the long future as 
above that point. Such is the dependence 
ot the country in its new phase of material 
orogress that it can not dispense with or 
:orego the utilities of railwavs connections 
everywhere. But with the annual inunda­
tions ot the delta, railroads are impractic­
able. While there are some seventeen 
crossings above the delta, there are only 
three rouies completed across the alluvium 
below in all the one thousand and eighty 
miles of the river's windings or the” six 
hundred miles of length of the delta. And 
all these three have been in operation for a 
series of years, and Lave demonstrated 
the peril and disasters of railways 
beneath  ̂ the level of the Hood- 
waters. None of these are in original 
hands, having been whelmed in ruin by the 
floods. Railways are impossible on this 
basin unless the levees are kept up. Indi­
viduals and the .State have done their ut­
most to keep them secure. No power but 
that of the general government is capable 
ot doing this. The Arkansas Central, the 
Memphis and Little Roek, and the Missis­
sippi, Ouachita and Red River railroads 
m Arkansas, and the North Louis- 
lana and Texas railroad in Lonisiana, 
the latter the dir east prolongation eastward 
ot the Texas and Southern Pacific railroad, 
are Hooded annually by water that escaDes 
from the Mississippi river in Arkansas. 
Louisiana could not if she would give the 
latter road protection from overflow even

if her own levee* were maintained. Thus 
the entire system of railroad connection 
between the Southern States east and those 
west of the Mlssissippi river ie des royed by 
the lack of jurisdiction and lack of a l«Yee 
system of sufficient strength and continuity 
to restrain the river floods.

These considerations, these commercial 
statistics, these reasonings of science, of 
nhvnical eeojzraphv and ot inexorable ox 
nerience.gare submitted with confidence; 
their logic je unanswerable and irresistible. 
We submit with these considerations# to 
vou, Mr. Speaker, and to you, legislators of 
"a great nation, the plain and practical, the 
momentous question, shall man or shall the 
floods possess the Mississippi delta? W ill 
this great nation in its aggregate capacity, 
the very symbol of enterprise and almost 
sublime mastery over the physical obsta­
cles to the dominion of-industry on this 
continent; canyon, in view of J 0“  P® 
traditions, your green laurels of triumph 
earned by scaling mountains with the iron 
horse, and your flash of intelligence over 
mountains and under the seas, S,V*“S om" 
nipresence to news and to thought; can 
you, I say, suffer the great delta ot your 
central river, the most fertile area^n earth, 
the very Eden ot production, to be remitted 
to the dominion of the floods and set apart 
for the home ot the alligators? # No; a 
thousand times no. ,

Tbe cry for help comes up from a line ot 
more than 1500 miles of river-front levees, 
and from more than 500 additional miles 
are required; from the millions who culti­
vate in their rear or stand ready to enter 
the fertile fields; from the six great States 
ot Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, Mis­
souri, Tennessee and Kentucky.

The cause is eminently national, and to 
this great nation we appeal with confident 
expectation that its powerful arm, now re­
leased from all duties but those of peace, 
good will, enlightenment, and civilization, 
will at once be extended to the rescue of 
the noblest area of fertility ever redeemed 
for the habitation of man.

Parish o f W est Feliciana.
The convention was called to order by 

Hon. E. L. Weber, president of the parish 
executive committee, who explained the 
object of the meeting.

Hon. J. W. Armstead was elected tem­
porary president of the convention, and 
Mr. Chari«» J. Howell was elected tempo­
rary secretary.

On motion of Mr. Weber, the chair ap­
pointed a committee of seven on creden­
tials, consisting of the following members: 

E. L. Weber, chairman; and John S. Dula, 
W. L. Stirling, Shelby Henderson. J. T. 
Van Troinp, Isaac Swaizie, and Ruffin 
Thornton.

Tbe committee retired, and the conven­
tion took a recess of thirty minutes to await 
the action of the committee on credentials.

After the expiration of the time allotted, 
the committee submitted the following re­
port;

First ward—J. S. Data, Thomas Dalton, ' 
J. W. Armstead, Reuben Ogden. C._ J. 
Howell, E. L. Weber, George Swaizie—7.

Second ward—George Dent, W. L. Stir 
ling, T. E. Perry—3.

Third ward—Julius Green. Andrew Dun 
can, R. Thornton, J . B. Richardson, H. 
Thornton—5.

Fourth ward—George Morgan, Isaac 
Swaizie, J. H. Morgan, London Smith—4 

Fifth ward—S. Hendqrson, Aquilla Davis 
Jackson Williams—3.

Sixth ward—Solomon Robertson—1. 
Seventh ward—Oliver Diggs, Shadrack 

Landrum, N..Nelson—3.
Eighth ward—I. W. Cornelius—1.
Ninth ward—Marshal Doxey—l.
Tenth ward—R. J. Hogan, J. T. Van 

Tromp, Littleton Cotton—3.
Twelfth ward—W. Glasper. J. J . Har­

ris—2.
All of which is respectfully submitted,
E. L. Weber, chairman: John S. Dula. J. 

T. Van Tromp, K. Thornton, Isaac Swaizie, 
W. L. Stirling, R. J . Hogan.

Tbe convention then proceeded to effect a 
permanent organization.

Hon. J. W. Armstead was elected perma­
nent president, and Mr. John S. Dula, per­
manent secretary.

On motion of Mr. Weber the following 
named persons were elected to constitute 
the parish executive committee'of the par­
ish ot West Feliciana, to serve for the next 
ensuing two years, to wit:

J. H. Stephens, George Swaizie, E L. 
Weber, R. J. Hogan, George Morgan. J. W. 
Armstead, Cornelias Washington« Reuben 
Ogden. J. S. Dula, William Waddle, Eman­
uel Winders, Thomas Dalton, Lewis Crump, 
Nora Nelson, D. A. Weber, Robert Hewlet, 
Julius Green, Marshal Doxey, Isaac Swai­
zie, Charles J. Howell, Andrew Duncan, 
George Dent, Thomas Rice, J. T. Van 
Tromp, W. L. Stirling, I. W. Cornelius, J. 
H. Morgan, S. L. Landrum, J . B. Richard­
son, Edward Carter.

After adopting a series of resolutions and 
listening to several addresses by Hons. E.
L. Weber, George Swaizie and others, the 
convention adjourned sine die.

J. W. ARMSTEAD, President. 
J ohn  S. D ula , Secretary.

K il l in g  ot W. A . Martin.
On last Saturday, while our streets were 

crowded with people, as is usual on that 
day, a difficulty occurred between W. A. 
Martin and Joseph B. O’Neal, which cul­
minated in the death of the former. It 
seems that for several years there has ex­
isted a feud between the families, which 
has been gradually growing and increasing 
in bitterness. Last Saturday Martin met 
O'Neal, and catching him by the coat col­
lar, gave him a severe thrashing with a 
small walking cane which he was in the 
habit of carrying, and which was the only 
weapon in his possession at the time. 
O’Neal finally succeeded in getting loose 
from Martin and ran some fifteen or twenty 
steps, when he turned and drew a navy-six 
and fired two shots at Martin, who was at­
tempting to get outj of the way by retreat­
ing into S. B. Miller’s store. The second 
shot struck Martin in the back of the head, 
coming out over the right eye, and killing 
him instantly.

Tbe deceased was a farmer and one of 
our best citizens. He leaves a wife, one 
child, an aged mother and father, brothers 
and sisters, and a host of friends to mourn 
his sad and tragic end. O’Neal, who sur­
rendered to Sheriff Lewis, was tried last 
Tuesday before Judge R. B. Taylor. The 
best talent of dur lsar was employed on 
both sides. A. B. George, S G. McKemie, 
C. E. McDonald and J. F. Taylor for the
Êrosecution; L. B. Watkins and G. W Mc­

Donald for the defense. O’Neal was found 
2U,I&  ° f and his bail placed
at $2009.—Minden Democrat.

Illness of General Kuller«
The Washington correspondent of the

St. Louis Globe of the fifth says:
General Butler has been prostrated all 

day. by the first severe sickness of his lile 
Y esterday be was engaged until nearl y mid- 
n,g.ht !D perfecting the financial bill, on 
which he has been at work since the veto 
He complained somewhat during the even’ 
mg ol severe pains in his stomach, but they 

,a"d he retired at midnight. 
About five-o’clock this morning a servant 
was awakened by the General's groans. He 
wa,s found in intense agony lrom severe 
pain. Dr. Johnson was sent lor, and hvner 
demie injections administrated, as the onlv 
means of quieting the patient, and under 
them he slept tor several hours. The nains 
had passed into the lower part of the stom­
ach and seems to have affected the intesti- 
na. organs. At any rate it was regarded as 
serious for some time, but at present thev 
have passed away, and tbe General, though 
danger16 °* nerv0U8 Pru8tration, is outlif

An A m e r ic a n  H e r o  In A s h a n te e .
An English correspondent, who arrived 

borne with the Fort.v-second Highlanders 
writes as follows: “Among our passengers 

l’oa,d t]‘,e «teamship Sarmatian wasgdis 
covered a black man who has played rather 
a conspicuous part in the little war. Tom 
Dollar was well known to all win. f«„V,Ti
themselves with the advance gnard ï o r n
m America, he figured in tbe ffivil w J - f S
eventually found himself in'ouTroyXla^y

S S / S »  £ £ » 5  ä “
wound that woidd have Ä  “ J  with a 
for some months. Sir Garnit * EuroPean 
tion of his services h . .  .  .etU1Q reco<n*- 

>» E"8'

J a d C «  C h a n d le r* «  C h a r « « .

We are indebted to tbe editor, ot the 
Sea Coast Republican, published at Bay St.

1 Louis, for advance proofs of Jndge Chan­
dler's charge to the grand ju ry  of Hancock 
county, Mississippi. In his charge the a t­
tention of that body ie called to the lately 
revived practice of certain gentlemen from 
New Orleans whose high sense of honor has 
induced them to resort to deadly weapons 
for the settlement of their controversies, 
while it did not lead them to regard the 
laws and customs of a community into 
which they intruded tor that purpose.

Judge Chandler says:
It is again my unpleasant duty to cai! 

the attention of the grand jury  to repeated 
violations of the statute against dueling. 
It is reported in tho newspapers that two 
valuable lives have been lost in duels upon 
your soil in less than twelve months. Other 
dneiists have had meetings in vour county, 
which, fortunately, resulted in no injuries 
of a very serious nature. To the honor of 
the good old county of Hancock, of his­
toric renown, hoted as having been the 
abiding place of many eminent people of 
both sexes and for the general good order 
of its citizens, none of the men who thus 
trample on your laws and defy your minis­
ters of justice, reside upon your soil. They 
are all reported to come from your own 
favorite city of New Orleans, but they are 
neverthelessjiable to indictment and pun­
ishment in this court.

Under our laws every man who gives or 
accepts a challenge, or who bears a chal­
lenge, or an acceptance of one, or who 
fights a duel in this State, or who goes out 
of the State to fight, to challenge or tp be 
challenged to tight, is liable to be indicted 
And “all persons present a t tbe fighting of 
any duel with deadly weapons, either as 
second or surgeon, or who shall advise or 
give assistance to such duel,” is liable to in­
dictment.” And if any person Is killed in 
a duel, such killing is held to be murder, 
and must be tried and punished as other 
cases of murder.

A number of duelists are on bail to ap­
pear and respond to any finding you may 
make in their cases. Act on all these 
cases speedily and fearlessly, and with­
out regard to what the public think of 
dueling and the laws to suppress i t  The 
law-making power is confided to other 
hands; it is our duty to enforce the law, 
and no want of wisdom or expediency in 
the statute we are called upon to execute, 
can justify us in failing to perform onr 
sworn duty. To shrink from tbe perform­
ance of a palpable duty, imposed upon us 
under the solemnities of an oath and in 
tbe interests oi law and order, in tho face 
of any public opinion, no matter how de­
cisive and overwhelming it may be, would 
exhibit snch a want of manhood as to 
fairly entitle us to tbe scorn and contempt 
of the duelist himself.

All persons who are supposed to have 
been witnesses to these duels, that could be 
reached, bave been summoned to go before 
you, * * # # *

Any pefsôfi ÿoù Cali upon is bound to tes­
tify without referenda to his complicity in 
the crime about which his evidence is de­
sired. And if any witness refuses to testify, 
or attempts to evade your interrogations, 
direct your bailiff to hold him in custody, 
report his case to the court, and the powers 
of the court will be employed to compel him 
to give evidence. * * * * * :

As germain to the question of dueling, it 
is my duty to call your attention to &

tage of inhumanity preferred against 
ur officers by the New Orleans news-

ch 
yo:
papers, en account of their treatment of a 
party of duelists that reoently fell into 
their hands as prisoners. This charge 
somewhat astonishes those who are familiar 
with the humane and generous natnre of 
Sheriff Saucier. But if he or any other 
officer has failed to take proper care of 
these or any other prisoners entrusted to 
their keeping, they are subject to indict­
ment and punishment—and if their neg­
lect or mistreatment has been so gross as 
to amount to inhumanity, that fact greatly 
aggravates the oflense. And so I instruct 
you specially to investigate this charge 
thoroughly, and td give these newspaper 
men tbe amplest opportunity of making 
good their accusation and to bring in indict­
ments against every officer you find to be 
guilty of a crime so damaging to his 
character as an officer and bo worthy of 
punishment.

Confession o f  a Morderer.
When a man is on the brink of the in­

comprehensible and mysterious hereafter 
he generally desires to relieve his con­
science of any dark-tinted crime that may 
be lurking therein, as if it was a burden 
too heavy to carry iu the recesses of the 
grave. Snch was the case of Mr. Lewis 
Ray, a man generally considered among 
his associates as possessing some of tho 
better attributes of the human sonl, with 
many worldly imperfections, but no one 
ever imagined he was a murderer. He was 
an attache of the Great Eastern circus, 
whioh was exhibiting at Columbia, Mis­
souri, and when tbe circus left tbe city, he 
being sick of pneumonia, was left in the 
care of a physician at the Phœnix Hotel, 
where he shortly afterward died. The 
Columbia Herald, in speaking of his death, 
says:

Having been warned by his physician that 
death was inevitable, he made a voluntary 
statement that for the past thirteen months 
be had been going under an assumed name— 
bis real name being Lewis Ray instead of 
Rogers. He stated that on March 23, 1873, 
he killed a man six miles from Marshall, 
iexas, and had stamped another one, ho 
supposed, to death, but having fled he had 
never heard whether the latter died or not. 
Unfortunately, those to whom the confession 
was made did not obtain the circumstances 
or precise locality of the murder, the above 
being all the facts elicited.

Ray became connected with the circus at 
Shreveport, Louisiana, about Febrnary 19. 
He secured work as a canvassman of the 
coU1tab?'5'’ and L“d mled the place very ac 

He was abont twenty-seven years old. 
rbaÄ feette5 ln^ e s  high and weighed 

180 pounds. He had black hair, eyes 
and beard, and rather a dark complexion. 
Manner was reserved, though never drank 
nor was quarrelsome. He had the letters
tim.iïvii maI ked °,° hu arma- but bad tried, 
though ineffectually, to deface them, so as 
to avoid detection.

aPP«ar to suffer any remorse 
from the crime, and related it quite cooil v. 
expressing himself as desirous of making 
the confession before death.

His parents live at Kelso station, Lincoln 
county, Tennessee. During his illness he 
received careful treatment from Dr Ar 
nold and his two fellow-employes, and in 
his last hours was attended by Father Shea
l u m«(°1,C Pri68t ° f Mo b e r f y . - s T Ä

The Condition o f Secretary Richardson.
rheuBually careful correspondent of the

South was SeC\et̂  RichardsoPn r  journey 
reasem r e„nU„n«d «rtoaken K,r distressing 
heakh w h iT ? te-d w ,th the 8tate of hi« 
unfortunate/®-’ v.** 8aui’ is BUch as to affect,, 
wi 1 InroKolfi ’ h-18 m eutal condition. He 
k fther»bf b y reälK“ soon. Mr. Richardson 
prostration “ ° f ne™ons and physical 
recent di« "««oi” 6 19 now m Charleston, and 
much1 Rnproved* Ä  » h a th «  health  has 
tha t the W r J , '  .here 18 rea8on to leal 
Phvsica? v ^ , ,  ^  8 “ en ta l M well as 
fected hv ,,?„ r k4!8 been tem porarily al- 
crowdedJ nnnnWi°^k 8j d tke £r8at anxieties 
months Ï J T  \Um during  the past five 
able time nb a » ^ een known for a consider- 
treaeurv m«*!8 t0i Per8on® familiar with
s r s a a s s ? tbat such wa* tue18 Portfolio is practically vacant.”

Wkhîn «T a,ol,e  ̂ “ “A It» Consequence, 

of money 7  dayi a lar”e amount
interest!y dTvidends a Uu8ed m the shill,e of
thus na d in v  . d - rent8- The sum
after the first^o fM av^  I » - ' 11 V10 tortrlisld
at from $30 onnoniw18 I ari0U8ly estimated
presem u n i v S n l e l h  f40'°f00-000- ^  the
Part of this is su re ^ H  i* ?* moneY- a Ilirire 
«treet for investment • W“V VQt° WaUot the causes of th e , T.his is, perhaps, one
interest, and of the al. °f 8PeRulati™stocks h » « .  ” , the upward

J

>

epee 
movement in

Ä  m S V e s T  d^ 8 a«o “ A ith e  cloie
ant and prices 2 eSt iday 8tock8 w«re buoy- 
There is a l a r t^ 6re l ie highest of the day 
the m a rk e t^ u n c o v e re d  short interest in 
imr the . . .  j  few stocks offering. Dur 
stacks were teb dec,ine large quantities of 
n J S L J ? ! * * *  out of w »il street through 

investors.—


