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The following, among other proceedings,
were had in Congress last Monday:

In the Senate Mr. West asked, and by
unanimous consent obtained, leave to in-
troduce a bill for the relief of Major Junius
T. Turner, which was read twice by its
title, and referred to the Committee on
Military Affairs.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent
obtained. leave to introduce a bill for the
relief of Charles J. O'Donnell, Jobn Bou-
bet, A. G. Migaud, Ben. Tarbell, B. C. b_[ll-
ler, Edward J. Thompson, George Smith,
W. D. Wigner, W. 8. Henthorn, and James
B. Aikman, ex pilots, United States Missis-
=ippi squadron, United States navy, which
was read twice by its title, and, with the
accompanying papers, referred to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs.

In the House Mr. Sheldon, by unanimous
consent, introduced a bill for the coustrue-
#ion of the St. Philip canal, in the State of
Louisiana, and its mamntenance as a na:
tiona! public highway, which was read a
first aus second time, referred to the Com-
suittee on Railways and Canals, and or-
dered to be printed.

Mr. Sheldon introduced a bill to refund
the cotton tax, which was read a first and
second time, referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Morey introduced a bill making an
additional appropriation to cnable the Sec-
retary of War to carry out the provisions
of the act of April 23, I874, entitled “an
act to provide for the relief of the persons
suffering from the overflow of the Missis-
sippi river, and for other purposes,” which
was read a first and second time, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations, and
ordered to be printed.

Mzr. Morey also introduced a bill toamend
an act entitled “‘an act for the disposal of
the public lands for actual homestead set
tlements in the States of Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Louisiana, Florida and Arkansas,”
approved June 21, 1856; which was read a
firat and second time, referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. Morey, by upanimous consent, in-
troduced a bill in reference to the juris-
diction of the Court of Claims, which was
read a first and second time, referred to
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered
to be priuted.

Mr. Sypler introduced a bill for the re-
lief of Charies Morgan, which was read a
firat and second time, referred to the Com-
ittee on Public Lands, and, with the ac-
companying papers, ordered to be printed.

Mr. Smith, ot Louisiana, introduced a
bill authorizing the‘erection of a public
building at Shreveport, Louisiana, which
was read a first and second time, referred
to the*‘omminm on Public Buildings and
Grounds, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Swith also introduced a bill anthor-
izing the Shreveport Bridge Company, of
the State of Louisiana, to construct a
drawbridge across the Red river, and to
establish the same as a post-road, which
was read a first and second time, referrved
to the Committee on Postoffice and Post-
roads, and ordered to be printed.

The following petitions were presented:

By Mr. Smith, of Louisiana: A paper for
the establishment of certain post-routes in
the Stute of Louisiana, to the Committee on
the Postoflice and Post Roads.

By Mr. Sypher: Papers relating to the
claim ot the Morgan Lines United States
mail steamers for general average on
£50/1 coin, shipped May 13, 1871, by the col-
lector of customs, Corpus Christi, Texas, to
the United States assistart treasurer at
New Orieans, Louisiana, per steamship
Alahama, which steamship was stranded on
the voyage, to the Committee on Ways and
Means,

The following proceedings were had upon
the bill to tacilitate improvements at the
mouth of the Mississippi river:

Mr. Stanard, of Missouri, moved to sus-
pend the rules for the purpose of putting
on its passage Senate bill No. 87, which had
been recommended by the Committee on
Commerce. It is a bill to facilitate the exe-
cation of and to protect certain publie
works of improvement at the mouth o1 the
Mississippi river.

The bill, which was read, provides that
from and after the passage of the act the
Secretary of War is directed to assume full
contrel over the particular channel at the
mouth of the Mississippi river in course of
excavation or improvement by the govern-
ment ot the United States, so far as may be
necessary to the carrying on and protection
of such exeavation and improvement and
until the same be completed, and he may
establish euch regulations respecting the
use of or passage through such channel
as he =shall deem meedful to fully
protect the channel and to facilitate the
excavatiou, improvement and use thereof.
Such regulations shall be promulgated by
publication thereof for ten days consecu-
tively in two daily papers published in New
Orleans, Louisiana, and the same may in
Jike manner be changed from time to time;
aud any person interfering with, or ob-
strueting, or attempting to obstruct the
said improvements, and any person who
shall willfully or negiigently strand or sink
any boat or craft in said channel, or who
shall willfully or negligently obstruct said
channel, or cause any iwmpediment, injary,
tilling up, or shoaling therein, shall be guil-
ty of a misdemeanor, and on convietion
thereof shall be punished by a fine not ex-
coeeding #3500, or imprisenment for not more
than six months, or both, in the jdiscretion
of the court.

The motion to suspend the rules was
seconded.

The rules were suspended and the bill
passed, two-thirds voting in favor thereof.

—————— e

An English writer estimates that there
are 17,000 hymns m the English language.
Of these 16,000 are or have been used in the
Anglican Church, and the rest are used by

dissenting sects.

N

The Reilroad War ia Wisconsin,
During the last session of the Wisconasin
Legislature an act was passed with the
avowed object of controlling the tariff on
passengers and freight over railroad lines
within the limits of the State. This act
was approvad by the Goverpor March 11,
1874. 1t provides for the appoifitment of
three railroad commissioners who are to
regulate these tariffs. By proclamation of
the Governor t®e act was made to take effect
May 1, 1874. On the twenty-first instant the
railway commissioners issued a circular fix-
ing the rate on freight and passengers, spe-
cially exempting through rates, and warn-
ing all parties againat violation.

The two principal railroad corporations,
whose lines extend across the State, the
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul and the
Chicago snd Northwestera railway com-
panies made preparations to resist the law.
The Chicago and Aiton railroad openly
violated it, and the railroad commissioners
brought suit in the State court. The road
transferred the nase to the United States
Court, which was a rather embarrassing
flank movement. The railroads combining
procured exhaustive opinions of Hon. W.
M. Evarts, of New York, and Hom. B. R,
Custis, of B which d d the
law known as the Pottar bill as unconstitu-
tional. Thus strengthened the railroads
proceeded to show their contempt for the
commissioners, the law and the Governor
by increasing instead of diminishing their
rates. On this Governor Taylor, May 21,
issued a proclamation, in which he says:

The corporations above named have ar-
ranged their tariffs without the slightest ap-
parent regard fo the classification and rates
prescribed ia the law and prepared and pub-
lished by the board of railroad commission-
ers. In many cases they have even increased
their rates for transportation of freight
above what they were when the law was
enacted and became ot binding obligatior.

They are now exacting and receiving
rates which the Legislature, after much
consideration and the patient hearing of
able counsel and officers representing their
interests, has, in effect, solemnly declared
unreasonable, nujust and extortionate, and
they boldly proclaim to the authorities and
people of 1he State, and to the world, that
they will continue so to do, avy law of the
State, not approved by them, to the con-
trary nutwnusmndiniz. In a word, they
have set up another law than that of the
State, and bhave made obedience to it the
supreme duty of all their corporate servants
and the present necessity of the whole
people. >

It can not be suffered that any law which
the Legislature has enacted and the execu-
tive approved shall be put in abeyance and
treated with open disobedience and flagrant
contempt by any person, eorporation or com-
bination of corporations, on the plea ot un-
reasonableness, or upon any plea whatever.
Such a sufferanze would tend to a subver-
sion of all legal authority.

It must be admitted that railway com-
panies are necessary to the prosgerity and
development of the State, and that in the
du-charge of their honorable obligations to
the public, they are entitled to the grati-
tude and positive and uniform protection of
the legislative authority. In this matter
the people will make no peace with enemies,
but they seek no war with friends. While
they are willing to encourage to the fullest
extent the development of the railway
system of our State, they can not submit to
manitest injustice, nor permit the abuse of
chartered privileges.

In conclusion he calls upon all citizens to
obey the law in every instance 2nd particu-
lar of business dealings with any railroad
company of the State, and especially the
companies named; to pay as a traveler no
higher fare than the law prescribes; to pay
as a shipper or receiver of freight no higher
rates than the law preacribes. and that if
any eum in excess of legal ratea should be
extorted from him by any agent of any
such company, he notify, with all conve-
nient dispatch, the district attorney of his
county of such violation of law.

TLus stands the controversy at present.
No one of theissues have asyet been passed
upon by any tribunal, but the carefully
prepared opinions of the distinguished at-
torneys have almost exhausted the subject.

Mr. Evart’s opinion is a very lengthy and
able one. In it he confines himself to the
proposition that the law in question takes
the property of individuals without making
any compensation therefor, and that the
provision of the constitution of the State
of Wisconsin which reserves the right to
repeal or modify the charter of a corpora-
tion can not be construed to cover a case of
virtual confiscation.

His argument in brief i3 that the charters
of the companies purport to be perpetual,
and authorize such compensation as they
may deem reasonable; that a reservation
of the State must be found in the contract
itself in order to repel the implication that
it impairs the obligation, eupporting this
view by People vs. Batchellor, 53 N. Y.,
1140. The clsuse of the Wisconsin conatitu-
tion that franchises ‘“‘ may be altered or
repealed by the Legislature at any time,”
can wean no more than that they may be
absolutely terminated or their further exer.
cise modified or burdened with conditions
if their further exercise is pursued by the
corporation. He says the extent of the
reserved right is :

First—Absolutely to terminate the fran-
chise, thus liberating the grantee from fur-
ther performance and restoring to the
State the franchise in ite plenitude. This
would leave the property of the corporation
to be wound up under the protection of the
constitution, the law and the courts, and
oast upon the State, if the railroad service
was further desired within the bordera of
Wisconsin. the duty of providing for such
servive, at the public expense, or renewing
the grant of the franchise to some new
grantee.

Second—To modify the granted franchise,
in ita future exercise, either by reducing the
privilege or by burdening it with such con-
ditions as the State should see fit to impose.
In this case, the grantee would be free to
accept or reject the modified or burdened
privilege. Its contract exposes it, we may
concede, to lose its privilege, at the ploasum
of the State, but did not bind it to involun-
tary and uncompensated servitude to the
State as a task-master. If the grantee ac.
cepts the reduced or burdened service, a
new contract is made, and new obligations
assumed. If the grantee rejects the prof-
fered franchise, thus reduced and burdened,
the State may retire from the new exaction,
or wholly terminato the franchise.

On the question of public highway, he
saye of the act of March 12, 1874:

If the act means td convert the railroad
of this company—built, and paid for, and
owned by this private corporation—into a
rubho highway, in the sense that the pub-
ic have a right to use it without compensa-
tion, and any obstruction of the public
night by the corporation would be a par-
presture. I must insist that such a conver-
sion of the property in question to the pub-
lic use of a highway, without compensa-
tion, is as plain a violation of the constitu-
tion of Wisconsin, as -pprogriating & pri-
vate road through a farm to the public use
as a highway would be. Probably novery
definite meaning or purpose inspired this

declaration. It is not, in my opinion, eftec-
tual to divest the Milwa and St. Paul
Railway Company of its property in the

railroad, or to give the public its use asa
highway.

He concludes by distinctly advising the
raitroad not to submit to the law.

Mr. Curtis considers the power of “the
Legislature to repeal or alter a charter as
limited, and that it is not within the field
of legislation under any American constitu-
tion to fix and preseribe for the future what

prices shall be demanded, either for com-
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modities or for personal service, or for a
union-of both. He does mot believe it is
within the power of any Legislature ig the
United States to compel owners of property
orp gal or political, to part with
their property or render their personal ser-
vices at their own expense and risk to the
public for prices fixed by the Legislature.
The property of the corporation is the
same as that of a bank. That the railroad
is in some sense a public highway is not
sufficient to authorize the Legislature to
pass this act. It can not be distingumshed
from other common carriers. No property
can be taken without compensation, and
impairing it, though it remains in posses-
sion, is a sufficient taking. Pumpelly vs.
Green Bay Company, 13 Wal,, 66. Thelaw
would compel the continuance of the road
at a loss, or close it, and, therefore, takes its
property without cempensation. He further
considers that it impairs the obligation of
oontracts.

Against these opinions and -the power of
monopoly, as represented by the railroad
corporations, Hon. Matt Carpenter couches
his lance, and, as the champion of the
Grangers, runs a tilt with all the fire of a
knight errant. Unsolicited, except by pri-
vate letiers from friends who wished to
know his opinions, he addressed a letter to
the Wisconsin State Journal, in which he
goes deeper into the subject than either of
his learned opponents. As usual, he haun-
dles his facts and arguments without gloves.
In his opinion the power of the Legislature
to alter, amend, repeal, enlarge or restrict
is full and clear. The assertion of the rail-
roads that their rules are of higher validity
than the statutes, should inspire corre-
sponding firmness on the part of the people:

The real question is simply thie: Can the
Legislature regulate the taritf of rates
to be charged upon the railroads of the
State for the transportation of passengers
and freight?

If railroadas are mere private estates,
owned by the corporations in absolnte right,
then they are no more subject to legislative
control than a farm or other mere private
p operty. If, on the other hand, railroads
are public highways, then they are a part
of tge public domain of the State, farmed
out for administration, but subject to the
control of the Legislature, like any other
highway by land or water.

That they are public highways Mr. Car-
penter proceeds to demonstrate:

In the case of Oleott ve. Fond du Lac
county, 16 Wallace, 678, coming from Wis-
consin, the court says:

That railroads, d'lougb constructed by
private corporations, and owned by them,
ure public highways, has been the doctrine
of nearly all the courts, ever since such
couveni for and transporta-
tion bave had any existence. * * And
the reason why the use has always been
held a ponblic one is, that such a road is a
highway, whether made by the government
itself, or by the agency of corporate bodies,
or even by individuals, when they obtain
their power to construct it from legislative

grant.
He quotes also from Railroad vs. Chapell,
1 Rice, 8. C.

May not our railroads, then, be fairly
considered in character and objects as in-
ternational, and therefore public highways’

Such a railroad as ours should be held as
a highway, on account of its great objects,
and, for the same reason, to be held under
public control. Isit not wise to hold such
a company as the guardians or lessees of a
great highway, endowed with a public
franchise, yet subject to the control which
their parposes indicate as necessary and
proper for such an establishment, and
which the general right to use the road ab-
solutely requires? Such a road must be held
as a part ot the public domain, farmed out
to individual men for its practical adminis-
tration and order alone. And, if placed
aloof from such control, it would inevitably
become suspected of partiality, and odious
to the people.

A turnpike is for public use, aithough the
capital is furnished by private corporations.
Commonwealth vs. Wilkinson, 16 Picker-
ing, 175. Chief Justice Shaw said:

The company have not the general power
of disposal incident to the absolute right of
propertf; they are obliged to use it ina
particular manner, and tor the accomplish-
ment of a well defined public object. Wor-
cester vs Railroad, 3 Met., 566.

In the same case works necessary to such
public easement are styled public works,
and as such exempt from taxation.

In applying these authorities and numer-
ous others cited, Senator Carpenter says:

Every railroad company has a two-fold
character: First, in relation to the State, it
is the agent ef the State to operate a rail-
road of the State; and, second, in its rela-
tions with persons engaged in commerce it
is & common carrier.

Now, the real case is this: The State said
to the capitalists who desired to engage in
the carrying bueiness, “We desire to have
a railroad built and operated from Milwau-
kee to the Mississippi river. If you will
advance the money necessary to build and
equip the road, and then operate it, subject
to our supervision and control—that is, sub-
jeet to our power at any time to alter your
charter as the public good may require—we
will gran. you an actof incorporation; we
will take and hold the land upon which
to build the 1o0ad, by the right of
eminent domain, though you shall pay
the damages assessed to land owners;
and you shall then bave the monopoly
of the carrying business on this road, and
fix your own tarift of rates; provided, how-
ever, that we will reserve the right to alter
this provision in regard to rates, if we shall
see fit; or to repeal your cuarter altogether,
if we find it necessary to prevent you from
oppressing the people in exercising the-pow-
ers thus conferred upon you.” This proposi-
tion is accepted; the capitalists are incor-
porated; the State takes and holds the land;
the compung improves it by building and
equipping the road, and engages in the car-
rying business thereon. Now, it is found
that under this provision of the charter au-
thorizing the company to fix its own rates,
the company is guilty of op‘pression; and
the State exercises the right it had expressly
reserved, and alters this provision by fixin
the rates to be charged. And now it is saiﬁ
that for the State to do what it has express-
ly reserved the right to do is a violation of
the understanding or contract between the
State and the company.

In answer to Mr. Curtis’ argument, that
it is beyond the field of legisiative power,
he claims that as the constitution permit®
the Legislature to alter any charter that
provision is a part of every charter granted.
Under the power of alteration it may
enact anything it could originally have in-
cluded in the charter. It has twice been
80 declared by the Supreme Court.

Now, the thirty-second section, which re-
served to the Legislature the power to al-
ter or repeal the act, by neeessary construc-
tion reserved the power to alter or repeal
all or any one of these terms and condi-
tions, or rules of liability prescribed in the
act. The articles of association are de-
ndent upon and become a part of the
aw under which the bank was organized,
and subject to alteration or repeal, the
same as any other part of the general sys.
tem; Sherman vs. Smith, 1 Black, 537;
aflirmed in Miller vs. the State; 15 Wall.,
478, which settles the question, for this gen-
eration at least.
The Dartmouth College case, 4 Whem'
712, is also cited, and in the Olcott case it
is said:
This is a power reserved by the constitu-
tion. The railroad can therefore be con-
trolled and regulated by the State. Its use
can be defined; ita tolls and rates for trans-
gomuon may be limited. Is a work made
y the authority of the State, subject to its
regulation, and” having for its object an in-

highest and last court having jurisdiction
to determine this question.
To the objection of Mr. Curtis that the
law impairs the obligation of comtracts,
because creditors have loaned money to
build and equip the road, and taken a mort-
gage, Mr. Carpenter forcibly says:
This is the most remarkable doctrine ever.
intained by inent l. It 18, in
substance, that the railroad company, by
executing a mortgage, has clothed its mort-
gagee with powers it never posseseed itself,
powers denied to it by the constitution of
the State which created the corporation
mortgagor. It is well settled that any per-
8on dealing with a corporation must take
notice of the law of 1ts creation, and all
cons:itutional and statutory provisions
which limit and restrict the powers of the
corporation ; and that no one can be a bona
iide holder of what the corporation is inca-
pable of granting.

The State authorized the railroad comd-
pany to mortgage ita property, but the
mortgagees were bound to take notice of
the public laws authorizing repeal or altera-
tion of the charter, and that the purchaser
of a franchise took it. subject to the same
liabilities as the wmortgagor. Of the effoct
of the argumeat he says:

If the docerines contended for by Mr.
Curtis sheuld prevail it would follow that
this provision of the constitution of Wis-
consin had been repealed by a mqrtgage
executed by a railroad company; and that
the mortgage had not only deprived the
company of its property and francises cov-
ered by the mortgage, but had stripped the
Legislature of a power conferred upon it
and its sueccessors forever by the consti-
tution of the State.

Suppose that the charter provided that if
the company executed a mortgage the Leg-
islature should have no power to alter it.
That wouid be invalid, but this dootrine
would permit the company to evade legis-
lative control by a contract.

The Senator concludes his letter in these
words: »

The fact ia that all the corporations of
the State created uader this constitution
hold their franchises subject to the will of
the Legislature. Men who invest money
in railroads and railroad securities rely, and
way safely rely, upon the good faith of the
Legislature and the love of even handed
justice entertained by the people. If the
provisions of the law are in any respect
urjust to the companies, which I do not
believe, the next Legialature will modify
them, but it will occur to every ons that it
is not the surest method to secure aa im-
partial reconsideration of this subject to in-
sult the State by detiance of this law. Itis
too late for any man or set of men to claim
to be above the law. All must obey the
law while it exiats, and the remedy for a
law that operates injuriously i3 to procure
its repeal.

These diversa opinions of the greatlaw-
yers who have expressed them, have raised
a storm which the Northwestern press en-
deavors to fan to a hurricane. While Mr.
Evarts eacapes with a few envious refer-
ences to his tee of £10,000, and it is only
suggested that Mr. Curtis totally miscon-
ceived the question presented, all the vitu-
perative language at the command of the
railroad journals of Chicago is used against
Senator Carpenter. Communist. scalawag,
demagogue and highwayman's lawyer are
some of the mildest terms with which it
dignifies its columns and adds strength to
its arguments. ‘‘Gubernatorial gab,” is the
title used for the Governor's proclamation.
All these epithets, together with the steady
attacks made on him by other journals,
show the concern with which they read his
opinion. The threats of retaliation if the
law is enforced, the raiiroads indulge in
have naturally provoked recrimination
from the Wisconsin journals. The Milwau-
kee Sentinel, referring to the etforts to in-
jure business men to induce them to op-
pose the Potter law, by refusing to build
an elevator and other improvements, says
the business men of Milwaukee are not of
the atuff to be controlled by such means,
and suggests that—

One of the ficst and most important du-
ties to be performed by the Legislature to
ba chosen next fall is to passa law pro-
hibiting any railroad, steamboat company,
or other common carrier, from owning or
operating any elevator or warehouse in this
State, otherwise than for temporary storage
of freights in transiwu.

The quarrel has become an intense one,
the railroads maintainig their rebellion by
every means at their command, and the
State authorities seeming determined to
enforce the iaw as long as it remains in the
statute book. The political aspect of the
controversy has not yet been developed
fully, but the issue of the next ciection will
undoubtedly be on the law and Granger
and railroad man will be pitied azainst each
other.

—_———
Another Homicide.

During the early part of last week the
laborers on the -Magenta plantation on
Bayou DeSiard missed one of their num-
ber, named Henry Harris, but as he had
been in the habit of doing odd jobs at other
places, little attention was paid to his ab-
sence until Wednesday night, when his
body was found under some logs in Bayou
DeSiard. An examination of the body re-
vealed the fact that deceascd was only
dressed in drawers and undershirt, and
that the entire left side of his head had
been beaten in with some blunt weapon.
Suspicion was at once directed toward his
wife, Elsie Harris, and an old colored man
named Tony Neilum, who was known to
have stayed at Harris’ house on Sunday
night. During the three days following
the disappearance of Hem-[y Harris both of
these parties had repeatediy stated that he
had gone up the bayou, but as it was known
that there had been a difficulty between
Harris and his wife on Saturday night, sus-
picion onlﬁhecame stronger.

During Wednesday night, after the find-
ing of the body, Mr. B. T. McEnery, on
whose plantation the deceased had lived,
found out that Tony knew who had killed
Harris, and in consequence had him taken
into custody. On Thursday Coroner Thomas
held an inquest on the body of the deceased,
and from the evidence there elieited be felt
that he would be justified in causing the ar-
rest of Elsie Harris, wife of deceased, and
Tony Nellum. Both having been lodged in
jail, they were examined before Judge Ray
on Monday last, and at the close of the ex-
amination, by him comwitted to the parish
prison without benefit of bail to await the
action of the next grand jary.

At the examination there was no direct
testimony as to who killed Henry Harris,
and the accused in their voluntary state-
ments flatly contradicted each other.
Elsie's statement is that a little after dark
she went to William Brown’s house after
some medicine, leaving her husband and
Tony Nellum at home. Returming she
found Tony there alone, who told her that
Harris had gone up the bayou; Harris be-
ing in the habit of going off this way she
paid no attention to his absence and went
to bed as usual. That she saw him no more
until his body was found in the bayou.
Tony says that he returned with Elsie from
the bayou; that they found Henry sitting
in the door; that Henry and Elsie had some
words, after which Elsie struck Henry with
the pole of the ax, knocking him down, and
after having him down continuing to beat
him until life was extinct. That he attempt-
ed to interfere, but she threatened his life
in case that he done. That atter Henry
was dead, Elsie sompelied him to help her
to carry the body to the bayou and put it
under the raft where it was found.—Lowis-
tana Intelligencer.

The Rev. William R. Alger, of Boston,
has joined the Sovereigns of Industry. At
a recent meeting he made an earnest ad-
dres on the purposes of the organization,
taking ion to remark incidentally that

crease of public convenience, to be
as ordinary private property?

This is not the language of retained coun-
sel. It isthe deliberate judgment of the

the orthodox church, as at present comsti-
tuted, is the most tremendous obstacle to
the prevalence of true Christiamity.

THE ARKANSAS CONTEST.

There was & man in Arkansaw
As let his passions rise,

And not unfrequently picked out
Bome other varmint's eyes.

His name was Tuscaloosa Sam,
And often he would say :
“There s uot 4 cuas in Arkausaw
I cau't walp avy day.”

Oue day a stranger, passia’ by
Heard sammy talking so, .
When down be scrambled from i3 boss,
and off hus coat did go.

He sorter kinder shut one eve.
And spit into Lis band,

And put his ugly head one side,
And twitched his trowsers’ baad.

“My boy,” says he, "'it's my beliel
Whowmeves you may be =

That [ can make you screech and smell
Pertikiler agony.”

“I'm thar,"” says Tuscaloosa Saw,
and chucked his coat away,

“I'm thar,” says he, and ther be up
For to commeuce the play.

He thundered on the strangei’'s wig—
he siranger pounded he ¥
Apd oh! the way them critters it
Was singular 1o sce!

They ¢ iached like two rampaiious dals,
And each fell on his sit; .

They 8wore 3 stream of six incl oaths,
Aud fig, and fit, and tit.

And Sam would try to work away,
Aund oun his pegs to sit, )

TLe strauger pul! w back aud 80
They fit, and fit, ang 1t

The stranger anapped at Samny's uose,
Aud shortened 1t a bit,

And then they both swore awru: Lard,
Acd fit, and fit, aud b,

3
| them erictors rolled about
f, aud dr, and 8t

1 make a
the stas:
¢, aud ut, aad .

thew tellers swore sud gouged,

t and ©it, and fit.

Tho ueigabors heard the roar
thqnake'd It
o 'twns Lom and Saw,
As ut, aud 62 and fit

For miles around the no'se was Leard -
Fo ks coundi t sieep a it
Beeanss them two r akerous chaps,

8 iliht, and ar, aud fit

€re CAME Bl W
Aud mo aud wy od &
To ascortain the cause

The sun waa risin’ iu the reast,
Aud lit the Lu a

Bur not a sign of either chap
Was teund at auy tuin,

Yet in the region where they &
We found, to our surprise,

Two quarts of buttons, {wo big kaives,
Sowe whiskeis and four eyes!

—_——
THE PRESIDENCY.

Roll Call of the Candidates.

Warm hearted Colone! W. H. Polk, of
Tenuessee, brother of President Polk, a
rare good fellow, as the phrase goes, of in-
finite wit and good nature, said on one oc-
casion, when a certain gentleman was acei-
dentally nominated for the first offiee in the
nation, “I wust taske care or the Zigbtning
may strike me; nobody is safe after that.”
He was :n Congress from 1851 to 1853, and
there was not a day he did not brighten
with a joke. If he were living now—he
died at Nashville, a defiant enemy of the
rebellion, December 16, 1862—Le would tind
asource of great amusement in the list of
possible or probable candidates for the
presidency in 1376, and without wounding
any sensibilities he would score each of
them and make every social circle ring
with his happy hits. Let me try to enume-
rate the catalogue, excluding General
Grant, wko, whether an aspirant for a third
term: or not, has been 8o often described
that it wouid be lost time to reproduce his
familiar picture.

Oliver Perry Morton, of Indiana, born in
Wagyne county, Indiana, August 4, 1323. A
face of singular force and mobility, very
pale, set off by sparkling black eyes; slight-
Iy bald, with a broad. expansive brow, and
the wanners of the West, chastened by so-
ciety and study: fine speaking powers; in-
stinetive executive tastes: an admirable or-
ganizer, and the magnetism not always
found in ambitious men. He is a Republi-
can of advanced views, and enters the race
with the Western sentiment at his back, a
splendid war record, and pledged to a lib-
eral increase of the circulating medium. Af-
tlicted by a numbness of his lower limbs,
and often confined to his bed, he is, never-
theless, a great traveler, and his stump
speeches are models of logic and good tem-

er. He is never coarse, thougn always
goid and ofren severe. He is row in the
Senate; his term expires March 3, 1375, and
he lives at the Ebbit House.

Morton’s political and personal antipodes
is Thomas A. Hendricks, Demoerat, pres-
ent Governor of Indiana, born in Washing-
ton county, Ohio, Septembor 7, 1319, Stud-
ied law and completed bis studies at Cham-
bersburg, Pennsylvania, in 1313, after
which he settled in Indiana, and soon rose
in succession to most of the offices in the
gift of the people—Legislature , Congress,
United States Senator, and now Governor.
President Pierce made him commissioner
of the General Land Offic. An excellent
man every way. Cool, sagacious, persua-
sive, his gentle manners and pleasant coun-
tenance add to his intluence. I know no
aspirant for the Democratic nomination
that would make a better President. He
and Mr. Morton agree on the currency, but
differ about everything else. Hendricks in
compiexion is light, and in this is the exact
opposite of his dark-skinned Republican
competitor.

James Gillespie Blaine, of Maine, Speaker
of the present House, born in Washington
county, Pennsylvania, in 1830, graduated at
Washington College, same cownty, in 1847,
then moved to and married in Maine, be-
came editor of the Kennebec Journal and
the Portland Advertiser, four years in the
Maine Legislature, two of them Speaker of
the House: in 1362 chosen to Congress from
the third or Augusta district, and has been
re-elected to every succeeding term. Is
now Speaker of the House; first elected in
1871, and again m 1873. There is solid
metal here. A fine physique, excellent
habits, varied studies, great energy, a ready
orator, with a ringing voice; prompt and de-
cisive, he holds over three gundr@d mem-
bers and delegates in check with a firm
and stropg hand. And this is no
light task. When Henry Clay was Speaker,
he made great fame by his manner, in fact,
almost as much as when he got to the Sen-
ate afterward. And yet the Honse over
which he lorded and ruled, which Le rode.
reined in, and for ten years spurred, had
only eighty-four members in 1811, which
gradually became in his iast Speakership
of 1325, one hundred and eighty-three.
They were fiery and untamed, but he was
equal to them. When they threatened he
threatened; when they said severe things
he retorted bitterly, and more than once he
came down from the chair to lash some
rude adversary into silence. It was a word
and a challenge with him always.

There is as much ditference between the
Speaker of the House and President of the
Senate of the United States as there is be-
tween the master of a school of half-grown
boys and the professor of a clasa of sober
students. The Speaker has an occasional
vest, but there is hardly a day that all his
powers of mind and body are not severely
tested. The President of (he Senate is
nearly always at his ease. Decorum is the
rule of the Senate—decorum of epeech, of
dress, of manner; and hence Le sits for
hours and days in statue-like stillness, only
broken by his taking or stating a queation.
The Speaker of the House is like the cap-
tain of an ocean steamer. He must be on
the ui vive all the time,

Unlike Henry Clay, Mr. Blaine was not
Speaker of the House preceding a great
war. Perhaps the most brilliant period of
Mr. Clay’s early lite was that between 1811
and 1814, before he was appointed one of
the commiesioners to negotiatp the treaty
of Ghent. He was frequently on the floor
advocating offensive measures against
Greal Britain, and in his magnificent elo-
quence thrilled the country and prepared
it for the conflict. He resigned in 1313 to
to fulfill this miseion, and was succeeded
by Langdon Cheves, of South Carblina:
came back and was re-eleeted Speaker in
1815, remaining in t'l;ze chair until 1820,

w e two succeed!
Speakers were John W. Taylor, of ngg

but in 1823 Mr. Clay was: le Speak-
or, and sorvgulilt‘l{ hﬁ'@-‘:gﬁm he
entered John Q. Adams’ Cabinet as Secre-
tary of State. All this time he kept his
eye on the presidency, and ult y
lost the object of bis ambition as much
through his imperious disposition as through
the enmity of rivals. Had he been nomi-
nated in 1840, when the Democratic party
was split in consequence of the hard times,
he would have won; but when he was
brought torward in 1844 the Damocrats had
reunited, and the consolidated South beat
its mosat brilliant citizen. 1
tBltmm when elected Speaker was thirty-
nine, while Clay was thirty-four. Heis a
brainy, brawny, fearless parliamentarian,
hospitable and impulsive, with a wide grasp
of events, a newspaper knowledge of puplic
men, a fine lawyer, with steel-spring elasti-
city and indomitable energy. Thoroughly
trained in politics and society, inclined to
deal fairly with the Confederates. an aave-
cate throughout of the colored man, he will
make a stiff race for the coveted prize.

Next on the list of aspirants may be
named Roscoe Cunklin% present Senator in
Congress from New York—a successful
politician, and an altogether different man
trom Blaine. Born at Albany, in 1828 he
was chosen to Congress in 1858, and re-
mained there until he was elected iu March,
1867, to succeed Ira Harris in the Senate,
where he now is—his ternf’ expiring March
3, 1879. Of fine presence and rotund voice,
he is a hard student, and unquestionably
comperent for any position, even the bigh-
est. It is believed that President Grant
offered him the place of Chief Justice of
the United States, but he prefers the Sen-
ate and his chances for the Presidency. His
wisfortune is that he represents rather a
fraction than the whole of the Republican
party of his State; and has encountered,
whether deservedly or innocently, a good
many enmities by what is represented as
the intolerance of his opinions and the
haughtiness ot his manner. I believe that
\Blaine and Conkling are now friends, al-
though several vears ago they had a bitter
personal altercation in the House, which is
still recalied &3 a memorable meatal duel
in which the two pummeled each other
rhetorically without mercy.

Allen G. Thurman, Senator in Congress
from Olio, has for many months been ac-
cepted as a prominent Democratic can-
didate for President. Was sixty November
13, 1373; born in Virginia; well educated; a
gvod lawyer: moved to Ohio 1n 1819; rep-
regented the Chillicothe district of that
State in the Twenty-ninth Congress; Judge
of the Supreme Court of Ohiv 1 1851, and
Chief Justice of the same court trum 1854
to 1356; Democratic candidate for Governor
in 1857, and beaten: elected to the United
Statea Senate in 186Y, in place of Benjamin
F. Wade, and re-elected in 1871—his term,
consequently, expiring March 3, 1831, He
is the nephew of the celebrated William
Allen, for many years Senator from Ohio,
and now Governorof that State. He is the
father-in-law of the Hon. Richard C. Mec-
Cormick, delegate to Congress fron Arizona,
and is altogether a safe and reputable man,
but his late declarations in tavor of hard
money have injured his {)rospecta for
the Democratic Presidential nomination.
. Within a' few weeks the name of Thomas

"Francis Bayard, of Delaware, has been in-
troduced into the list of aspiranta for the
highest ofice. Born in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, October 20, 1328, he is juat the ago of
Conkling. His grandfather, James A. Bay-
ard, his father, James A. Bayard, and his
uncie, Richard H. Bayard, were all Senators
in Congress from the same State, 8o that it
may be said that the Senatorial office is a
sort of heirloom—a little like its transmis-
sion in the family of his colleague. Mr,
Saulsbury, who succeeded his brother.
Bayard, like Thurman, is a hard-money
Democrat, one of the old school, much be-
loved by his party associates, and highly
honored by his political anversaries.

John A. Logan, of Illinois, must not be
omitted trom the catalogue. Ha is a con-
spicuous figure with his black mustache,
dark olive complexion and jet black hair,
his tine soldier record, his impulsive elo-
quence, and his varied political history. I
can not compute his age from any of the
biograpiries, but he must be near fifry, as
in the Mexican war he served as a private,
and in 1819 was elected eclerk of the Jack-
son county court, and in 1352 a member of
the Legislature. In 1858 he was chosen to
Congress as a Democrat, and in 1860 was
re-elected, resigning to entsar the army, in
which he served with great distinction, and
tuking his seat in the United States Senate
March 4, 1871, as the successor of Richard
Yates. Logan is a favorite with the young
men and soldiers, and has earnestly identi-
fied himself with the new party which de-
mands an increased currency, liberal ap-
propriations, and material development.

George S. Boutwell, of Massachusetts,
late Secretary of the Treasury, has been
favorably named among the probable can-
didates for President. Born at Brookline,
Massachusetts, he was fifty-six years of age
on January 38, 1874. He is an admirable
character throughout. Seven years a mem-
ber of the Legislature of his State, two
years a Governor, five years secretary of
the board of education, six years in the
lower house of Congress, four years Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and-now a Senator in
Congreess, having been chosen to succeed
Henry Wilson, Vice President. A repre-
sentative of the best New England school—
in moset respects a follower ot Mr. Sumner—
amiable, frugal, tolerant and unobstrusive,
he could be trusted by all parties, and espe-
cially by his own.

Joel Parker, the present Governor of New
Jersey, aged ﬂft{two. is not without hearty
supporters for the Democratic nomination.
His war record is good, his personal charac-
ter high and his 8 1ly pl t
He acquired great national reputation dur-
ing the rebellion, and without ever having
served in Congress, is well and favorably
known throughout the country.

It will be reen that the column of can-
didates, with the exception of Joel Parker,
is composed of members of Congress,
though I must not omit to mention that
there is a very earnest candidate on the
Supreme bench in the person of David
Davis, associate justice, appointed by Mr.
Lincoln from the State of Tflinoi any
people thought that if he had been selected
at Cincinnati in 1872, in place of Mr. Giree-
ley, he would bave beaten General Grant,
and there is no doubt that he would have
made an admirable chief magistrate.

There is also a strong party in favor of
William T. Sherman, the present head of
the army, but the good general does not
seem to care much for political preferment,’
judging by his easy enjoyment of his pre-
sent poeition. He has the capacity, unques-
tionably, but whether he could wire in and
wire out with the politicians, whether he
would suit the exactions and changes of
the hour, is 2 grave question.

And now you have a rapid glance at the
presidential field. The race for that ofiice
18 always an exciting one. The struggle
for it has broken many hearts. From the
beginning down to the present hour the
greatest have toiled for and loat it. As a
general thing its attainment has heen fol-
]and by good fortune. Only a few of our
Presidents have retired cungsesed failures,
In the first generation under the govern-
ment, from Washington to Monroe, there
was comparatively little strife between the
contestants. John Adams lost his re election
rather because of his irritable temper than
to anv other cause, but Jefferson, Madison
and Monroe filled out their eight years each
with reasonable comfort and suceess. In
the conflict that led to the choice of John
Quincy Adams, in 1825, the period of turbu-
lence began. His success destroyed several
ambitious competitors, headed by the ac-
complished William H. Crawford, of Geor-
gia. Aud when Adams finished his one
term, Jackson followed, but did not con- '
clude his official period without incessant
divisions upd ditficulties. Calhoun's aspira-
tions were indefinitely postponed, and Clay
created a new party, and fell with it ten
years later. Webater, Douglas. Cass, Dick-
inson, Marcy, Scott, Clayton, Silas Wright
Jokn McLean, and many more, either nom.
inated or candidates for nomination, gave
up many of the best years of their lives to
secure the glittering prize and failed.

In this roll of candidates we have not
enumerated ‘‘the unknown,” or unnamed
men, from whom the successful candidate
for President in 1876 way be taken and so
#poil all the aspirations and schemes of the
p;)hltlcl:ns on bo!:h sides. Every State has
at least pne such availability ir

Philadeiphia Prose: ailability in reserve.—

" S T Wy TR T
Pious flirts are said to succeed the beat.
A heavenly smile will tell 00 a man, be he

never 8o irreligious.

York, and Philip P. Barbour, of Virginia, |

The Geod Fellow.
We wonder if ‘‘the good fellow” ever
mistrusts his gooduess, or realizes how
selfish, how weak, how unprincipled, and
how bad a fellow he truly is. He never re.
gards the consequences of his acts as the,
relate to others, and especially those of hiy
family friends. Little fits of generoni:(y
toward them are sup, d to atone for al|
his misdeeds, while he inflicts uapon them
the disgraces, inconveniences, and burdens
which attend a eelfishly dissolute life. The
invitation of a friend, the taunts of good
natured boon conpanions, the temptations
of jolly fellowship, these are enough to
overcome all his soruples, if he bas an
scruples, and to lead him to ignore all the
possible results to these who love him best,
and who must care for him in sickness and
all the unhappy phases of his selfish life.

The good fellow is notoriously careless of
his family. Any eutside friend can lead
him whithersoever he will—into debauch-
ery, idleness, vagabondage. He can ask a
favor, and it is dope. He can invite him
into disgrace, and he goes. He can direct
him into a job of dirty work, and he
straightway undertakes it. He can tempt
him into any indulgence which may sut
his vicious whims, and, regardless of wife,
mother, sister, who may be shortened in
their resources so as legitimately to claim
his protecting hand—regardless ot honor-
able father and brother—he will spend his
money, waste bis time and make himself a

bject of constant and painful anxiety or
an iinmitigated nuisance to those alone who
care a straw for him. What pay does he
receive for this shameful sacrifice! The
honor of being considered a *good fellow”
with a set of wen who would not spend a
cent for him if they should see him starv-
ing, and who would laugh over his calami-
ties. When he dies in the diteh, as he ia
most likely to die, they breathe a sigh over
the swill they drink, and say, ‘‘after all, he
was a good fellow.”

The feature of the good fellow's case
which makes it well nigh hopeless, is that
he thinks he is a good fellow. He thinks
that his pliable disposition, his readiness to
do other good fellows a service, and his jolly
ways, atone for all his iaults. His love of
praise is fed by his companions, and thus
his self-complacency is nursed. Quite una-
ware that his good fellowship is the resulit
of his weaknes¢; quite unaware that his
sacrifice of honor, and the honer and peace
of his family for the sake of outside praise,
is the offspring of the most heartless selfish-
ness, quite unaware that his disregard of
the interests and feelings of those who are
bound to him by the closest ties of blood, i3
the demonstration of his utter!y unprin-
cipled character; he carries an unruflied, or
a jovial front, while hearts bleed or break
around him. OfF all the scamps society
knows, the traditional good fellow is the
most despicable.

A man who for the sake ot his own self-
ish delights, or the sake of the praise of
caréless or unprinecipled friends, makes
bis home a scene of anxiety and torture,
and degrades and disgraces all who are
associated with him ia his home life, is,
whether he knows it or not, a brute. If a
man can not be loyal to his home, and to
those who love him, then he can not be
loyal to anything that is good. There is
something mean beyond description in any
man who car's more for anything iu this
world than the honor, the confidence and
love of his family. There is something
radically wrong in such a man, and the
quicker and the more thoroughly he re-
alizes it, in A humiliation which bends him
to the earth in shame and confusion, the
better for him. The traditional good fel-
low is a bad fellow from the crown of his
head to the sole of his toot. He is as weak
as a baby, vain as a peacock, selfish as a
pig, and as unprincipled as a thief. He
has not one redeeming trait upon which
a reasouable gelf respect can be built and
braced.

Give us the bad fellow who stands by his
personal and family honor, who sticks to
his own, who does not “treat” his friends
while h 8 home is in need of the money he
wastes, and who gives himself no indulgence
of good fellowship at the expense of duty.
A man with whom the approving smile of a
wife, or mother, or sister does not weigh
more than a thousand erazy bravos of boon
companions, is just no man at all.—Dr.J. G.
Holland, in Scribner’s for June.
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Opium Eating In the United States.

Opium eaters are feund among all clusses.
Clergymen and lawyers, whose brainas are
overtaxed, are often led to adopt the fatal
assistance of this drug, and some of the
finest lights at the bar are,in no small
degree, due to its usé. Many of the hack
‘writers, who manufacture the sensation
stories for the cheap newspaper press work
up to the necessary excitement by eating
opium.

A large number of students at our col-
leges are opium eaters. This follows, as a
matter of course, the free use of tobacco.
If the excitement of the latter be a delight,
how much greater pleasure mast there be
in the more subtle and refined excitement
oftgsium! and hence there are many tal-
ented young collegians who dream away
their time, and when they attend recita-
tions, which is seldom, make free use of the
“pony."”

Large numbers of nervous ladies in high
atations use opium to give new life to their
effete and exhausted trames; perhaps the
largest proportionate consumption is among
this clase. They prepare tor the enjoy-
ments of a party or a ball by the use of this
stimulus, ana when it has brought the 8ys-
tem to its acme, they sbine with unusual
brilliancy. The use of stimulants as a
preparation for social enjoyments is pro-
digious, and in a large part; perhaps one-
balf of the guests are keye! up by opium
or Bourbon to a proper state of felicity.
The reason why opium is becoming more
popular is because its devotee need not in-
cur the opprobiam inseparable from the
drunkard.

_He need carry no bottle with him, and
his breath will ‘not smell of liquor. His
stock can be put in his vest pocket, and
can be used imperceptibly to the world.
Having these advantages over fire water,
we do not wonder at the increase of the
former, and the only reason why it does
not becoms almoss, universal as a substitute
for aleoholic drinks is simply because they
are social while opium is not.

The result ot this general use of opium i3
now beginning to show itself through the
country. The question mow is, how shall
the evil be arrested ! Among other means
we have the advertisements of quacks, who
offer a remedi for the shattered constitu-
tion and the half lunatic intellects which
are the result of this habit, but being
quacks, they only suggest the evil withont
showing a way of escaping it. Instead of
asylums for cure we need to check the evil
in its moe]{tion,aml its danger should be
clearly published. Let every one who may
be tempted to adopt the assistance of the
fascination of this pernici drug learn
that the use can only result in intellectual
and physical rum. - .

It appears from the eustomhouse returns

that the amount of opium imported into
this country, reaching now nearly 250,000
pounds annually, is ten times more than it
was thirty vears ago, and that, in the opin-
ion of druggmtq and phyeicians, not more
than one-third is used for medical purposes.
In reply to questions sent to druggists
throughout the State, it was found that
they sold, without any prescription, large
quantities of opium, morphine and laud-
anum to individuals who are in the habit
of using it for 1ts stimulating effect,
It 13" used fully as extensively in the
country as in the city; women are more
addicted to the habit than men, and this
Species of intemperance prevails more
among the higher and better educated
classes than among the poorer and more
lgnorant. It is a singular fact that amid
tne temperance reform this peraicious habit
should be revealed as an evil worse in some
respecta tham intoxication from aleohol.
—Cincinnati Gazette.
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The proposition to build a tunnel under the
Straita of Dover, and thus connect England
and France by railway, seems to be really
under way. A report has been made in
reference to its feasibility. The French
authorities will subscribe $200,000 toward
the construction of the tunnel, while an
English railway offers to advance as much
if & concession in its favor is made. The
construction of this means of communi-
et'tion between England and the Continent
will do more toward making travel easy
and increasing communication and trade
than any other ageucy.
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