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A SIGNIFICANT AND IMPORTANT AD  
D R E S S.

Speech e f  H on . J .  P . I lerrto , of P ein te  
Coupee.

On Monday evening, Jane 1, was held 
meeting of the Fourth Wnrd Repnbliean 
Club of this city, and Hon. J .  P. Harris, a 
Democratic member of the House of Repre­
sentatives, from Pointe Conpee, was invited 
to address it. Daring the session of the 
last Legislature Mr. Harris was not one of 
those members who were continually on 
their feet. I t was seldom that he called 
the attention of the Speaker, but whenever 
he did he secured a hearing. Indeed, it 
may he said that he, Mr. Mathews and 
Governor Hahn were almost the only mem 
hers who coaid command the attention of 
the House. On two occasions he distin 
guished himself and enlivened and in­
structed his auditors in an entirely unex­
pected manner. On one of them he elo­
quently reproaohed the city of New Orleans 
lor her delinquency in not forcing her rep­
resentatives to take their seats, and on the 
last night of the session his appeal to the 
sober second thought and reverence for 
fundamental law in his speech against the 
venae hill won the admiration even of 
those who voted for it.

The speech we reproduce below bears 
evidence of the same strength of thought 
and vigor of expression that distinguished 
his efforts in the General Assembly:

We are abont to inaugurate a political 
eampain in Louisiana. When I consider 
the importance of the issues involved; the 
great good that may be accomplished by 
wise councils, or the untold evils which are 
sure to follow selfish and unworthy action,
I am appalled at the magnitude of the 
stake, and it is with timidity and a sense of 
ability unequal to the occasion that I now 
undertake to suggest to you the duty of the 
hour. Because it is the present and, there­
fore, the latest opportunity to repair and 
avoid evils and errors both suffered and 
apprehended, 1 deem this the most import­
ant crisis in the history of our State.

Our crops have partially failed for suc­
cessive years, and our material progress 
has been impeded by the financial distress 
of the country at large, dwarfing our 
energies and checking oar enterprise. 
When there was, in the beginning of the 
present year, “a silver lining to the cloud,” 
a promise of abundant harvests and the 
hope of a better future, lo, this inland sea, 
the mighty father of waters bursts through 
the barriers that have held his currentsln 
their innocent and accustom'ed channels, 
and pouring his destroying floods over our 
fields has swept away our sustenance, our 
homes and our hopes, and made us even 
beggars for the charity of the world to es­
cape famine and death. In these times of 
disaster and distress, when the most pros 
perous are scarcely secure of a competence 
lor their families, and the less fortunate are 
dependent on publie charity for subsist­
ence, our people are naturally dissatisfied 
with the present and alarmed for the fu­
ture. Stupefied in their misfortune they do 
not diseern the remedies at hand, and 
startled in their terror they forget to use 
the relief and seoure the protection that 
are within their grasp.

Moreover a contest for possession and 
control of the State government has waged 
for two long years past before the people, 
the courts and before the Congress of the 
United States. Two men have claimed 
from us the allegiance doe a chief execu­
tive. While one has held the place and 
exercised the power the other has claimed 
the ri*lit and sued for the prerogative. It 
has bean contest and protest, installment 
and displacement, triumph and defeat, 
uu ! il our people aie sick of the struggle 
aud cry out for peace and harmony, for 
confidence, security and stability. Design­
ing men and disappointed place hunters 
have added to the publio fever by aggra­
vating and exaggerating the evils we suf­
fer, hoping by a revelation they would in­
augurate to obtain the control of public 
affairs. In the spirit ot a Cataline and 
with a wickedness greater than any they 
denounce, they have sought to supplant 
the constituted authorities with vigilance 
committees, have invoked the subtle and 
dangerous machinery of secret political so­
cieties and led men's minds to the contem­
plation of that most direful and diabolical 
remedy of assassination.

Under these circumstances I conceive 
him to be the patriotie citizen who gives 
his good right arm to repair and to protect 
rather than him who employs his energies 
to defame and to destroy onr institutions. 
Marc Antony never lifted a hand to ward 
from the proud Ctesar the fatal dagger of 
Brutus, but when the awful deed was done 
he seized the bloody robe of the dead mon­
arch and, exposing it to an excited popu- 
laoe, used their passions to seoure his own 
ascendency. “The fool points out the spot 
upon the carpet, bat the wise man consid­

e r a t e ly  seeks to cover I t  dm.” I know tbst 
the people of Louisiana a r t struggling uu 
der heavy bordent; U m u t  be our purpose 
to lighten and remove lb sap, I  know that 
had legislation disgraces Oar statute books, 
but we have parnaUy corrected and will 
still farther u h Mto the laws. I  know 
th s t we have suffered from ignoranoe, cor­
ruption and malfeasance in offioe; oar de­
mand is now for capacity, integrity and 
patriotism. If  Louisiana has been denuded 
of h e r  good name and her. strength, if she 
stands stripped of her resources and her 
beanty, bleeding with Uw stripes of Provi­
dence and wailing the ernalty of internal 
foes, we will poor oil on nor burning 
wounds, olothe her in.the white garments 
of peace, strengthen her with the wine of 
prosperity and* putting n erown of gold 
upon her head, present her again to the 
world a  qneea throned upon the hearts of j

at day« in
left" riches aiiLhoRbr.

My lriends, I have now conveyed to  yon 
the spirit and purpose of the worded have 
to  spook  to  yWu oh this occasion. A s ifsn id i
in the beginning, we sre about to manga- 
rate a  political campaign; we are atou t tc 
eleet the m eet important branch of the gov 
ernment. The Legislature is justly and de 
eervediy designated as the popular branch 
of the government. Coming from the peo­
ple and returning to the people at short in­
tervals, with brief tenure of olfice, the as­
sembly man wo present» the sentim ents, the 
wishes, the interests and the sovereignty 
the citizen. There is perhaps too lur.ch 
kingly form-and manner about the-execu- 
tive offioe, a glorious pomp and circum­
stance of delay and circumlocution, a. wait­
ing before the presence chamber, that ill 
comport with our republican views. 'Who 
has not felt the insolence of porters and 
messengers, doorkeepers and ushers, as 
with proud end disdainful mien they have 
either allowed or rejected our humble suit 
for audience. But the humblest conctitu- 
ent commands at all times the attention 
and services of his representative. Ce is 
the principal to an agent. He is the ap­
pointing power, and when he is misoepre- 
sented or betrayed, his interests forgotten 
or bartered away, lie withdraws the com­
mission and the mandate, sends his dishonest 
servant back to the obscurity he deserves. 
So, too, theijudge owes impartiality, ability 
and pure disinterestedness to the discharge 
of his duty; but where is the sanction. 
Who can care the evils of a bad decision* 
Who can punish the unworthy motive «f 
corrupt judge" »Without enlarging, then, 
the Legislature is not only the popular, bat 
the most important and powerful branch of 
-the government. It is the law-making, 
law-repealing, law-modifying power, 
was the Congress of the United States 
which began and carried out the reeon 
struction of the-seceding States—possibly 
under the frowne of the supreme judiciary, 
and against the views and with the avowed 
hostility of the President. I t was, in real­
ity, the Legislature of Arkansas that de­
throned the pretentious Brooks, and re­
stored the undisputed supremacy of Baxter. 
And it will be the -Legislature of Louisiana, 
to be elected in .November, that will con­
firm ia his place, W. P. Kellogg, as chief 
executive of the State, and render the final 
judgment for the validity of his administra­
tion.

To that Legislature, then, will be intrust­
ed the destinies of Louisiana. In their 
hands the fortunes of our people will rest, 
whether for weal or for woe, and the mag­
nitude of the charge makes it yonr duty 
and mine, the bounden duty of every good 
citizeo, to see that the trust shall not be 
confided to unworthy servants. What we 
want in Louisiana to-day is confidence, 
sense of security, a  feeling of harmony 
To secure these blessings two things are 
necessary: First, the selection of honest 
and capable men for office, and, secondly, 
the people mast be divided into and mast 
vote by parties and not by class. The con­
dition of polities in Louisiana, as in some 
other Southern States, is abnormal unnat­
ural and diseased through the folly and 
want of wisdom in our own people. That 
man who advocates a white man’s party, 
or that other who seeks to continue a black 
man’s party, is an enemy to his eonntry 
and bis action is hostile to the beet inter­
ests of his people, whether they be white 
or black, lie is sowing the seed whose 
harvest will ho murmurs and protest, re­
sistance to law, riot and bloodshed, ruin 
and degradation. What people evqr pros­
pered under a war of classes î T Wbat 
nation ever escaped destruction where 
caste and not opinion divided the political 
power of its citizens. Patrician‘against 
plebian made the first grand republic an 
empire and then a despotism; prince against 
peasant brought on a French revolution, 
with its horrors of anarchy, prison and 
guillotine, and lord against vassal, has 
made the English throne tremble to 
foundation. But now that opinion divides 
that views of public economy, trade, edu 
cation, foreign and internal policy, and not 
the color of skin or accident of birth, sepa­
rate into political divisions and constitute 
parties in those countries. France and 
England challenge the world to present 
happier, braver, more spirited and patriotic 
people than are found within their borders. 
We do not s ant a black man’s government, 
we do not want a white man’s govern­
ment—we want a government of the whole 
people, untramtneied by class prejudices, 
and unbiased by ambition of race lor 
supremacy. Why is it that there is mur­
mur andgiistrust, discontent, often riot and 
bloodshed, an unsettling of values, a sense 
of uncertainty and alarm in Louisiana 
attending and consequent upon each elec 
tion) It is because we have been divided 
into classes, because we have been cursed 
with a political war of races, because our 
parties are founded on color and not on 
opinion. Does it aifeot the price of proper­
ty in Connecticut because a Democrat de­
feats a Republican? Does it cheek Western 
enterprise because Allen wins the race in 
Ohio? Or does New York slacken her 
energies because a Republican Governor is 
there triumphant? Not at all. There po­
litical defeat involves nothing more than 
the chagrin one feels in being outstripped 
by a friendly competitor; no mote disap-

Î»ointment than a lawyer feels when he has 
ost a verdict. Brother votes against 

brother, and son is arrayed politically 
against the father, for two minds were 
never made in the same mold, and men 
differ in their views as do the faces they 
wear. Each voter proposes to promote the 
interests of society a t large, and the bless­
ings he hopes to attain by the supremacy 
of his own party will attach alike to him 
and to his political enemy.

Now we can accomplish the same thing 
in Louisiana. No happier opportunity 
could occur than the present. There are 
no political principles to separate the white 
pian from the black. There is not a plank 
in the Republican platform on which a 
white man msy not stand, with safety to 
himself and honor and profit to his coun­
try. Then let him eschew the prejudices 
of the past. Let him abandon the pro­
scription by which he would deprive the 
coloured man of tho fruits of his freedom 
and*citizensh:p. Let him come up to the 
full measure of his duty to the urgent de­
mands of tho occasion, and linking his for­
tunes with tho Republican party, forever 
destroy tho solicitude of the black man 
for his rights; and equal as freemen, equal 
as citizens, let ns ran the race that is set 
before ns for the honor aud glory aud pros­
perity of our beloved Louisiana. The 
white man may be a Republican without 
violence to his conscience or his'convic- 
tions. There is not a  principle of the party 
to which ho can not subscribe, and if ho 
find in its administration a practice to he 
condemned, his vote and his counsel will 
be there to purify and correct. Did not 
even the Democrats support Greeley, who 
said there was not a Republican dogma he 
had renounced, or a Democratic belief es­
poused lu becoming their candidate. 
Even hut yesterday the wires whis­
pered that Southern Democrats advo­
cated a third term for Go*oral Grant,
Bat on .the other hand, the colored man 
can never be a Democrat, Connected with 
that name and that party are all the bitter 
recul lections ot his bondage, his ignorance 
and his degradation. He knows it to be 
the party which fought his emancipation in 
the District of Colombia; that it is the 
partv which struggled to increase tho area 
of slavery by extending the right to the 
Territories; that it is the party which com­
batted the irrepressible conflict doctrine of 
Mr. Lincoln, that “ this country most be all 
slave or all free;” that it is the party which 
opposed the war for the Union, and after 
the Union was saved and freedom secured, 
opposed the suffrage that alone could gnar 
an tee and proteot that freedom; he knows 
it to he the party which now seeks to array 
the white man in solid hostility to the negro 
race, and to divide the citizens of Louisiana 
into classes inimical, intolerant and destruc­
tive to each other. Ne; the black man can 
never he a  Democrat, nor can he ever 
»rove faithless to the Republican party.
< Sooner could he forget tho mother who bore 
him; sooner could he be ungrateful to the 
God who permits him to drink in the free 
airof heaven as pure as it comes to his for­
mer master. We may all be Republicans. Ws 
may all labor with these former slaves for the
common good of onr now common country. 
No people ever emerged Iretn an inferior 
and degraded position with more rapidity 
or over acquired so mnoh of knowledge and 
citizen character in so short a  time. On 
tho hustings, in the legislative halls, and 
even before the bar, they have acquired a 
proficiency and sometime»- a s  eminence

ORLEANS

s t r
Mbren.

,__the to ll
théfo white fcrSthren.

___ colored man. whole capable of-ench
enlargement as wss made before the court 
in the civil righto suit of Lewis vs, X c-

J U jp iKIN Y,CAN,

*
doc

% and MTexassopr-

with honor to himself and with profit to toe 
peoolo ever wheee tribunal he might 'pre­
side. Who of aH tke-office: e of the city 
government receives the universal and un­
stinted praise that> is accorded to the sner- 
getic, efficient and faithful Administrator of 
Improvements? ‘There are colored men in 
my own parish of. Pointe Coupee, as therss 
are in .Now Orleans, and throng bout the 
State, who have s a ta t the feet of the schol­
ars and philosophers pf the Quartier Latin 
in Paris, and to whstn the classics of Vol­
taire and Konssean are as familiar as a re ’o 
us the language of te'takespoare and Scott. 
With auch men as leaders of a people 
who number one half, if not a majority 
of the voters ot; the -State, to attempt to 
suppress their power-or proscribe their in­
fluence is to attempt to resist tlie laws ef 
nature, of progress, aud of self-preserva­
tion. Moreover, I assert, without the fear 
of successful contradiction, that in unselfish 
patriotism, public virtue and personal in­
tegrity, thé black man is not behind hie 
white fellow citizen ,ut the same condition 
in life.

C'harges.ef corruption have been freely 
made against his official and legislative 
character, b a t trace to their source the 
iniquities of legislation for the past few 
years, and for toe .most of them you will 
fix the responsibility «n his Caucasian 
brother. I .know there are bad and cor­
rupt men among the blacks. Some, who 
have acquired the title, distinction and in­
fluence of leaden; who, by long experience 
in public life, have acquired the arts of the 
trickster, are unworthy, unscrupulous and 
treacherous. Sut take the rank and tile, 
the mass of our colored population, and 
they wear tho honors of a,citizen with dig­
nity and merit, and with an earnest 
solicitude to discharge -their every duty to 
ttbeir fellow-man and to their,country.

Now is the time to establish good fellow­
ship among all our citizens. Let us select 
our best men, of whatever raoe or color, to 
represent us in the halls of legislation. 
With one snch election in Louisiana all the 
political prejudices ot race weald be ex­
tinguished forever; opinion, and not caste 
or class, would divide us into parties, and 
our future elections would be Leùd with as 
little disturbance to society as they are now 
in Conneoticnt, New York or Ohio.

These are my views. I  expect to give 
ray voiee and uiy energies to their propaga­
tion during the coming campaign. If  they 
succeed I  expect to see capital once more 
poaringinto the lap of our oommerce-.; J look 
to see contentment and life and enterprise 
pervading onr people; I  expect to see the 
wharves of this city again groaning under 
the weight -of produce and mannfactiices, 
seeking a market here orcomiDg for export 
to other lands; I  expect to see the fields now 
lying waste, growing with weeds and this­
tles and briars, or perhaps covered with the 
debris left b u  devastating flood, smiling 
with plentiful«*vests and cereals, sugar 
and cotton; I expect to see a  happy and pros­
perous people, each man going forth to his 
daily labor with none to molest or make 
him afraid, our high places tilled by those 
who honor them, our taxes light-, crime 
speedily punished and the laws faithfnllv 
executed.

I love the State of Louisiana. Born and 
reared amid her magnolias and her orange 
groves, I love all her people as my breth­
ren and my kindred; I love her sugar fields 
and her broad aeres white with the fleecy 
staple. I love her proud history, both in 
peace and war; her ancient institutions com­
ing to us from the once mistress of the 
world, aye, and I love her very soil, for it 
has yielded a grateful return to the hus­
bandry of my fathers, and mingled with its 
sacred dust are the ashes of my sires, and 
the remains of the fondly loved children of 
my young manhood. Yet if the mad advo­
cates of a White man’s government, or |tlie 
still more demented friends of a black man’s 
government shall triumph in the success of 
their colliding and destructive schemes, I 
I shall fold my tent, and, like the Arab 
silently 6teal away.

thrttrinebf a jôSgS" 'tin Monday evening, June J, fir. G. W. R
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New Orleans Chamber of Commerce, held

Arming the Gnlf F o rts-R em arkab le  
Scene in the Golf.

Major G. \V. McKee of the United States 
ordinance corps and formerly of Jefferson 
barracks, arrived yesterday, and is regist­
ered at the Southern. The major has just 
returned from a rm iD g  Fort Pickens, Flor­
ida; Fort Morgan, Alabama; Ship Island, 
Mississippi, and Forts Jackson and St. Phil- 
lip, Louisiana. Seventeen heavy guns have 
been mounted at Ship Island, twelve guns 
a t Fort Morgan, and six fifteen inch guns 
were unloaded at Forts Jackson and 
St. Phillip, besides placing all the ordnanoe 
in the different forts on the Gulf coast in a 
serviceable condition for war. Major Mc­
Kee expects to return in October to com­
plete the armament of the coast defenses, 
that work having to be suspended for the
Eresent on account of the prevalence of 

ot weather, fleas and mosquitoes.
During the recent great flood the major 

and his party, in the performance of their 
duties, were sailing between Horn and 
Round islands, off Pascagoula, en route for 
Fuit Morgan, where they encountered 
most remarkable scene. Here for miles 
were seen logs, driftwood and patches of 
tnrf and soil floating out into thegulf, filled 
with live animals, which clung to their frail 
barks with the tenacity of shipwrecked 
mariners, an account of which will be for­
warded to the War Department. Among 
the animals seen were rats, raccoons, ’pos­
sums, rabbits, alligators and moccasin 
snakes in uncounted numbers, all brought 
down from the swamps and marshes, per­
haps from fifty to 100 miles inland.

To the gentlemen witnessing this remark­
able scene the faets bad a scientific inter­
est. They were reminded of the geological 
periods when animal life was transported, 
doubtless by similar floods, from regions 
far inland to the mouth of estuaries, and 
their bones being entombed in the silt and 
soft rand, furnished the organic remains 
which are preserved for ages in the hard­
ened strata. I t  was by similar means that 
the fossils cow found in the solid limestones 
were doubtless ingulfed and preserved dur­
ing the past geological periods. Iu this way 
also the islands along the Gulf coast receive 
accessions of new animal types not before 
known to inhabit them. Major McKee will 
pend a couple of days here in seeing his 
dd friends, and then leaves for the national 

armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, 
where he will remain on duty as second in 
command there, Colonel Benton being the 
first in command.—St. Louis Republican.

Solving a  Problem on Rapid Transit.
While up the river a few days ago, says 

the Mississippi Democrat, wo heard" a  rich 
one on some poor fellow whose name has 
escaped us. IIo was paddling to Vicksburg 
in a dugout, and bad been informed of a 
certain locality called Rick’s Bend, which 
is eighteen miles around and in one place 
abont a hundred yards across. Ho was ad­
vised to land at the narrow point and drag 
his oratt over. Bat he passed the spot 
going down without observing it and pad- 
rtled on eighteen miles around till he struck 
it on the other side. Landing at once he 
dragged hia boat across and went gliding 
on down with a light heart till he came 
within a few paces of the same spot where 
be had dragged across belore. Thinking it 

new cutoff he went ashore and tugged his 
canoe over again. When he got back to 
the river a second time he sauntered 
around a little to stretch himself aud soon 
discovered an old newspaper out of which 
he had taken his breakfast that morning. 
It was now almost sundown, and as he had 
paddled thirty-six miles without flattering 
»rogress be scuttled his dugout with a 
îatchet, built a camp and waited til! next 

day for a steamboat.

The New York Commercial Adetrliscr 
gives its readers the foUowing little story: 

Would my little Ezra,” asked a  fond 
mother out on West Hill, “like to he a  
missionary, and go preach to . the poor, 
■offering little heathen? ” Tears—bright, 
pearly drops of feeling—glistened in little 
Ezra’s eyes as he muttered: “Naw, I 
wouldn’t; but I 'd  like to be on the perlice 
tong enough to put a tin jcpnf on the big 
lnrnmax that stock shoemaker’s Wax on toy 
seat to-day. You bear mel”

A  homely proverb says a  stone which is 
for the wall Will not be left in the.road­

way. .

Bayley, chairman of the committee on 
railroads, submitted the following reparti 

New O r l e a k «, June 1, 1874
To th e  President aud Members c t tfce.*New Orleans 

Cham ber of Commerce:
G e n t l e m e n —In response to.yoar call for 

information respecting the history and pres­
ent stilu s of- too New Orleans, -Mobile and
Texas Railroau Company, the prospect of 
said company’s building a raau to Texas 
and what action, if any, is needed on onr 
part to expedite the eonstruotioa of a rail 
way to Texas, vour committee un railroads 
respectfully submit the following report: 

Said company was chartered under the 
name of toe New Orleans, Mobile and 
Chattanooga Railroad Company by the 
Legislature of Alabama, Noveuibsr.24,18(16, 
to construct and operate a railroad from 
New Orleans, via Mobile, to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.

At the firs; meeting of the corporate 
directors in New York city—Oakes Ames, 
Peter Butler, James A. Raynor, C. W, 
Durant and William 5». Williams being 
present—the capital stock was fixed at 

t i 25,000,000. The L-gislature of Louisiana, 
by act No. 28, approved August 48, 4S68, 
recognized the company as a  corporation in 
Louisiana, and authorized it to extend ils 
proposed road westward to Texas. About 
this time, probably, the company rccoa 
sidered its project of building the road to 
Tar.nessee, and began to appreciate the 
facilita s offering tor the obtainuient, on a  
grand scale, of State aid from Louisiana.

'The statement that this company, being 
composed of several of the most wealthy 
men in America, wanted nothing but right 
of way and no subscription in, nor State 
aid field Louisiana, was generally circu­
lated in Xew Orleans, but, before the com­
mencement of construction on the Mobile 
division State aid had been applied for and 
obtained, per act No. 20, approved Febru 
ary 17,2609, providing for the indorsement 
by the State oi the company’s western di­
vision second mortgage bonds.

The estimated cost, based upon surveys 
and location of the Mobile division, was 
about $4)060,000, and this amount was ob­
tained, not t v  stock subscription, but by 
an issue oi $8,000,000 of eight per cent mort­
gage bonds, four ot first and four of second 
mortgage, with $4,000,0000 of nominally 
full paid stock certificates thrown in. This 
was equivalent to allowing sixteen per cent 
interest for money to he used in the con­
struction of the road, and it necessitated 
early completion and generous dividends 
afterward; but it was soon found that the 
actual cost would very largely exceed the 
estimate.

Construction began in February, 1869 
and the road was opened for public traffic 
between New Orleans and Mobile, Novem­
ber l. 1870. Thenceforward till December 
12, 1871, on account of the Morgan opposi­
tion line, there were no surplus earnings 
and large expenditures were unavoidable, 
for the renewal of Teredo destroyed 
bridges, l»atlasting, completion of struc­
tures etc. The expenditures were very 
largely in excess of the road's receipts, ana, 
with no joint 6tock fund and no revenue 
from the road built, the current interest on 
the Mobile division bonds could not be paid, 
except by a sale of Western division bonds, 
or by sait» of State"securities, to be issued 
by the State of Louisiana, in aid of the con­
struction of a railway to Texas.

But in order to obtain these Louisiana 
securities it was necessary to build the 
road to Donaldson ville, for by the terms of 
the $3,000.000 subsidy act of February 21, 
1870, the completion of the road from New 
Orleans to that point would secure the issue 
of $750,000 of State bonds, while the com­
pletion of forty miles of road west prior to 
the eighteenth ot January, 1871. would se­
cure the State's indorsement of $500,000 of 
the company’s second mortgage hjnds.

Accordingly, the building of the road 
west was commenced at Westwego, opposite 
the present western portion of New Orleans, 
in May, 1870, and the track laying was com­
pleted to the Bayou Lafourche, at Donald- 
sonville, May 17, 1871, although the road 
was not opened for public traffic until 
September J, 1871. Considerable progress 
had been made also in the construction of 
the road thence w dt, twenty-one miles to 
Grand river.

The first forty miles of the road, which, 
according to the terms of the guarantee 
act, should have been completed not later 
than January IS, 1871, were not completed 
until about April 5, 1871; but a clause was 
inserted in joint resolution No. 94, approved 
April 18, 1871 (changing the name of the 
company), which provides that the bonds 
might be indorsed lor every ten miles, in­
stead of every forty miles, of road com­
pleted “in the manner provided for,” that 
is, within the time limited.

In July, 1871, $750,000 of bonds were in­
dorsed, on sixty milts of tho road, though 
the distance from Westwego to Lafourche 
is fifty-seven miles only, aud thus became 
a part of the contingent debt of the State, 
and iu August, 1871, $750,000 of subsidy 
bonds were issued to said company. Tnese 
bonds were datod July 1, 1870, therefore 
the first two sets of semi-annual coupons 
should have been detached and canceled, 
hut it is believed they were not, and, in 
consequence, $120,000 was paid by the State 
for back interest, although not due to any 
one.

But the $1,500,000 State aid on the road 
to Donaldsonviile was only about equal to 
its cost, and therefore it was still necessary 
to provide in some manner lor the jiayment 
of interest on the first mortgage bonds on 
the Eastern and Western divisions, which 
had been issued. By act No. 95, approved 
April 20, 1871, the State issued $2,500,000 of 
eight per cent bonds to this company for 
stock alone, in lieu of its suspensive-condi­
tional obligation to guarantee second mort­
gage Shreveport Branch bonds, after the 
completion of each forty miles section of 
said branch, which, as tho company was 
evidently already in a very embarrassed 
condition, it never could have built, and 
probably never really intended to build. 
Stock iu a company without a joint stock 
fund, and without aa adequate revenue, 
and in a road partially built with money 
obtained by the issue ot bonds bearing 
eight per cent interest, two fur one, the 
State being the only real stockholder, can 
not be cousiaered us of more value than 
waste paper.

This $2.000.000 so-called stock subscrip­
tion was simply another “subsidy” ob­
tained under pretense of a desire to build 
a road to Shreveport. If the Legislature 
and executive authorities were really de­
ceived, they were misled; if not, they con­
nived at a fraud. Aecording to the Audi­
tor’s report these bonds were issued April 
21, 187-1, but there is no evidence anywhere 
of their issue.

It will thus be seen that this company, 
on the completion of the railroad to Dan- 
aldsonvilie, obtained State indorsement on 
and State bonds for $4,000,000, besides the 
amount of $120,000 for back interest. The 
prooceds thereof, your committee believe, 
veers used for the payment of debtä con­
tracted, in part at least, for the Mobile 
division of said company's road and for

Sayment of the interest due on the Mobile 
ivision bonds.
The indebtedness of the western division 

was also increased without extending the 
road west, by the purchase of the Pont- 
chartrain railroad, steamboats, a wharf in 
Mobile, and the property and franchise of 
the old Opelousas road west of Brashear, 
etc., to tho extent of about $1,250,000. 
Thereby the Mobile division bondholders, 
who are and were from the beginning the 
company, were again preferred, and the 
western” division securities misappropri­
ated.

In March. 1872, a western division first 
mortgage, in lieu of the first mortgage of 
March, 1870, was executed and antedated 
January 1,1872, to secure an issue of $7,250,- 
600 of eight per cent bonds—$2,825,000 from
WoofroorvA iliA SolkSnA WlPftf* $1 000
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ond mortgage bonds to be guaranteed 
the State o i
ana State subsidy bonds, 91,560,0(9 In Texas 
land grant bonds—total, $7,419,600 and 
$3,(19,000 in stock, together with the com­
pany's material on hand—agreed to com­
plete a first class railroad from Donaldson 
ville to Uonston, Texas—about 270 miles.

In September, 1872, the above named se­
curities were offered at the North and in 
New Orleans for fifty eents on the dollar, 
with equal amounts‘in the shape of eight 
per cent income bonds and lull paid (?) 
stock thrown in as a gift to each subscriber. 
A subscription of $1,000,600 was actually 
made in New Orleans, but the whole 
scheme failed, because, among other rea 
sous, the company did not have the securi­
ties to dispose of. according to agreement. 
Even had they been in possession of Mr. 
Busbuell and the full amount at the rate 
they were offered had been realized the 
proceeds, $3,709,500, would have been en­
tirely insufficient to complete the road 
without equipment from Donaldsonviile to 
Houston, Texas, 270 miles, and there would 
have been $5,501,000 of first mortgage bonds 
in the hands of other parties, who would 
have the right a t aDy time after six months’ 
default in the payment of interest on their 
bonds to foreclose and sell the property. 
This, your committee believe, was contem­
plated as a final result by the bolders of 
said bonds.

Mr. Busbnell, through his sub contractors, 
to whom, on an average, he paid about ten 
per cent on the work done by them respect­
ively, laid ten miles of track beyond Don- 
aldsonville, and partially constructed, ia a 
very cheap and inferior manner, however, 
some few miles of roadway to and along 
Upper Grand river. All work ceased in 
March, 1873, and nothing has been done 
.since.

On or about the eleventh of March, 1S73, 
$125,000 of second mortgage bonds were 
indorsed by the Governor on the ten miles 
of track laid beyond Donaldsonviile; but 
as the final limit of time, January 18,1873, 
for the completion of the whole road to the 
fèahine river had expired nearly two months 
previously, and the law itself provided that 
“ none of said second mortgage bonds, for 
or upon that portion of said main line of 
railroad not constructed within the time 
limited, shall be guaranteed by the State of 
Louisiana,” it is manifest that said bonds 
should not have been so indorsed.

To dato, therefore, on the sixth seven 
miles of track laid west of Westwego, or 
with only so much road built, the State had 
contributed $4,245,000, with no security for 
the amount except a second mortgage for 
$875,000 on seventy miles of road beyond 
Westwego, subject to a first mortgage lien 
for the same amount.

The road beyond Donaldsonviile has not 
been operated since the track was laid, and 
the liens of all the contractors—who yet re- 
muin unpaid, including the constructor of 
the drawbridge across Bayou Lafourche— 
have been recorded in the respective par­
ishes within which their work was doue, 
and the drawbridge was turned off so that 
it could not be used.

On the sixth of June, 1873, all of the roads 
and property belonging to this company 
were sold by the trustees of the Mobile 
division second mortgage bonds, which was 
a third mortgage on the road we6t, and it 
was all bid in by them for their principals. 
On the twenty-sixth of August, 1873, the 
said Mobile division second mortgage bond­
holders, who are believed to be also the 
first mortgage bondholders, organized them­
selves in New York into an association of 
bondholders with the name of the New Or­
leans, Mobile and Texas Railroad Company 
(No. 2 in effect), and trustees Gardner anil 
Butler transferred to them in consideration 
of the sum of $1, but without guarantee as 
to title, on the second dav of October, 1873, 
all of the property from Mobile to Houston, 
and from Brashear to V.ermilion ville, pur­
chased by them at the sixth of June sale.

Prior to the saie on the sixth of June, 
1873, the Legislature ot that year had 
passed a bill to allow the company one 
year more time to complete the road to 
the Sabine river, or to January 18. 1874, for 
the guarantee of bonds, and until May 22, 
1874 for the “subsidy” bonds, but said bill 
was vetoed and returned in January. 1874, 
to the Legislature, which sustained the 
veto.

On tho thirty-first of October, 1873. an 
agreement was concluded, in New York, to 
form among the Western division first 
mortgage bondholders another company, 
for the purpose of acquiring a valid and 
perfect title to, with a view to complete 
said railroad west to Houston, Texas. 
Capital stock to consist of the western di­
vision a bonded debt; $7,250,009 first mort­
gage and $875,000 second mortgage, or 
$8,125,000 in shares of $100 each. This 
company was to apply to the Legislature 
of Louisiana for a recognition of itself as 
the successor of the New Orleans, Mobile 
and Texas Railroad Company west of the 
Mississippi river, with a continuation in its 
favor of all the rights, franchises, aids, 
benefits, co-operation, etc., granted to the 
old company, including the guarantee of 
bonds, subsidies, eto.

Tho scheme was worthy of the projectors 
and managers of tho old company, but the 
situation had changed. lu 18G9” 70 and 
71, before the State had been despoiled, 
while yet the people could pay taxes, our 
State securities were worth stealing: but 
now they are fallen too low to be worthy of 
the intrigues of those who planned and so 
successfully managed the famous “Credit 
Mobilier” enterprise, and there is not corn 
enough left iu the crib for home consump­
tion and the encouragement of local in- 
dustrv.

■resented by th jlrusfoe purchasing, tl 
if  the (lÿverlfer of the State

________  bids in the property,-he mn
Dav $875,00«, and the accrued interest there- 
dm in cash, tor tho first seventy, mile* oi 
road, and all in cash for the remaining por­
tion of the road; the first mortgage trustee 
$̂01 l»ve to pav in cash only the excess 

over $875,000, and the accrued interest there­
on, on the first seventy miles, and no cash 
at all for the remaining portion of the road. 
A third party must pav cash for the whole 
amount of his bid for both sections. It is 
obvious that the first mortgage bondhold­
ers, who bold $7,250.000 of bonds, have 
command of the situation, and that they
always had it from the first.

On the twenty-sevemh day of May, 18/4, 
a petition in bankruptcy against tins com­
pany was tiled in the United States District 
Court by one of tbe sub contractors, to 
whom a large amount is due tor work done 
west ef Donaldsonviile, The order to show 
cause why the prayer of the petitioner 
should not be granted was made returnable 
on the eighth of July, 1874.

Your committee respectfully submits that 
the above review of the bi-story of thi3 cor­
poration, which has barred the way since 
1869, and stiil obstructs tbe building of a 
railway to Texas, is sufficient to warrant 
them in declaring as tlieir firm conviction 
that there is no hope of relief from them, 
and that tbe only chance ot securing a rail­
way to Texas is a speedy sale for cash, 
whereby this property, unincumbered, may 
pass into entirely new hands at tbe earliest 
possible moment.

The association of bondholders styled the 
New Orleans, Mobile and Chattanooga Rail­
road Company, afterward changed to the 
New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad 
Company, wrongfully and by means of cor­
rupt legislation, as we believe, despoiled 
our State ot about $1,250,000 in bonds and 
back interest not due, and we consider that 
any “association” of these bondholders, by 
whatever names they may style themselves, 
will be in tho future as in the pa^t, unreli­
able. We recommend the State authorities 
by every means id  their power to resist the 
payment of the fraudulent and unconstitu­
tional issue of Shreveport branch bonds 
and the interest thereon, and to favor the 
formation of an entirely new and trust­
worthy company to construct onr much 
needed railway to Texas, as well as the 
transfer to each a company of the seventy 
miles of road west of Westwego.

Whether tfco end in view will be beat 
subserved by a sale of the road west to tbe 
old bondholders, under tbe decree of the 
United States Circuit Court, or a cash sale, 
free to all bidders, under tho bankruptcy 
act, we leave to the decision of the Cham­
ber. Respectfully submitted,

G. W. R. BAYLEY,
Chairman;

TL O. SEIXAS,
J. C. MORRIS,
L. II. JOSEPH.

The report was received and, on motion, 
duly seconded, it was unanimously adopt 
ed.

Westwego to tbe Sabine river, $1,625,000 
from Brashear to Vermilion ville, and 
$2,800,000 from the Sabine to Houston, 
Texas. Aboat the same time work was 
commenced at various points between Bra­
shear and the Sabine river via Vermilien- 
vilie, under a  ne» contract, whereby that 
part of the road was to be completed by 
March L 1873, exclusive of rolling stock, 
for $4,509,000 in currency.

But, an tbe company failed to pay the 
contractors, and they their sub-contractors 
and employes, from tbe firsts work under:' 
this contract ceased in Angagf,, 1872, and a 
new contract was made August 16,1872, 
between the compaev, J. andAV. Seligman

- 'I dæ

The last Legislature passed an act rec­
ognizing the new company, but without aids 
and benefits, on condition that it should 
complete the road to Grand river by July 1, 
1874, to Vermilionvilte March 1, 1875, and 
to tbe Sabine river and Shreveport by 
March 1, 1876; and this act was approved 
and promulgated.

As toe new company did not really have 
a “ valid and perfect title” to the road west, 
and as snch could not be acquired without 
a judicial sale after a foreclosure of the 
first inoitgage, or proceedings in bank­
ruptcy, they did not attempt to proceed. 
Tho act therefore by its own limitation, 
will become null and void on the first day 
of July, next.

It is believed that the main object was to 
procure a revival of the acts guaranteeing 
second mortgage bonds, and granting a, 
subsidy. As this fatted—a committee of 
citizens appointed to consider the question 
having declined to recommend ta renewal 
of State aid—there was nothing left but 
foreclosure of the Western division first 
mortgage, according to proceedings initiat­
ed by Frank M. Ames, trusteo for the 
Western division first mortgage bondhold­
ers, by a bill of complaint filed in the United 
States Circuit Conrt, November 29,1S73.

The trustee averred that the “association 
of bondholders,” styled the New Orleans, 
Mobile and Texas Railroad Company (No. 
2) had “come nuder obligations” to a new 
association of bondholders, styled the New 
Orleans and Texas Railroad Company, and 
he prayed for tho protection of the court in 
the work of completing the road to Grand 
river, twenty one miles west of Donaldson­
viile, and for a decree of sale of tlio roads 
west. I t was authoritatively stated also at 
tbe time and thenceforward until recently, 
that about $350,000 in money had been 
raised and was on hand to complete the 
road to Grand river; but it has since trans­
pired that tho money pat up consisted of 
interest coupons detached from the naudu- 
lent issue of Shreveport branch stock 
bonds, the payment of which is enioined.

On the twenty-third of May, 187i(, Judge 
Woods, of the United States Circuit Court 
rendered a decree providing for the sale of 
the road and property west of New Or­
leans, by the first mortgage trustee, on or 
before the first day of December next, after 
six weeks’ advertisement of sale in New 
Orleans, New York and Houston. Sale for 
cash, and the first seventy miles west of 
Westwego to be sold separately, subject to 
the prior lien of the first mortgage to the 
extent of $12,500 per mile, or $875,000, and 
accrued interest thereon; the balance, if 
any, to be applied to tbe payment ot the 
mortgage bonds indorsed by the State, 
$875,000, on said seventy miles of road. 
Balance of road, west, to be sold as Trustee 
Ames may deem best, either separately or 
in one parcel.

The trustees, Ames for the first and the 
Governor ot Louisiana for the second mort­
gage, bondholders, only, to be allowed to 
v Aa  SJ* Property for their respective 
bondholders, or tbe State, on payment in 
cash of the amount due otr "the bonds not

Load Offices in Louisiana.
In the United States Senate on the twen­

ty-sixth of May the deficiency appropria, 
tion bill was under discussion. The ques­
tion turned upon the deficiency of $2000 in 
the Louisiana laud office, and tbe following 
debate ensued:

Mr. West—Mr. President, tbe facts in con­
nection with the land office business in my 
State Lave scarcely been properly repre­
sented in the Senate. The Senator who 
has just spoken said the principal business 
there now was in the survey of Spanish 
laud claims. The truth isyhat the princi­
pal business is tbe adjustment as between 
the United States aud tbe State of Louis­
iana of tbe ownership of swamp and over­
flowed lauds, and tho surveyor general of 
that State has already recommended such 
an appropriation as would enable him to 
o ose his bi ■  ness wi.bin ona year, amount 
mg to some $ 15,000.

.Mr. Edmunds—1) j the swamp lands have 
to oe surveyed at the expense of the United 
St ttes ?

Mr. West—All the lands have to be sur­
veyed at the expense of the United States 
government to determine which are the 
swamp lands, and then they are to bo ceded 
to the State; otherwise the United States 
would want to reserve its ownership, and it 
is interested in it. In this particular case 
the estimate for the year was $9100, and 
Congress arbitrarily eut it down to $2500. 
In lieu of tbe $5600 l;e asked for Le comes 
in with a deficiency of only $2009. So much 
for that State. Now, with relerenee to the 
general principle that has been at issue 
here between the Senator from Vermont on 
the one side and the Senators from Cali­
fornia and Maine on the, other, I think the 
affirmative side has been sufficiently sup­
ported by them in reference to tl»e second 
section.

Mr. Edmunds—While we are on this sub­
ject I want to show you bow rnuc-h business 
the land offices in Louisiana, of which there 
are three it appears, did in the last fiscal 
year. I find by tbe Land Office report that 
the quantity of laud sold for cash and 
bounty land scrip at and above tbe mini­
mum price of $1 25 per acre, for the first 
half of the fiscal year ending June 30. 1873, 
was 492 68 acres. That was at the whole 
three land offices. At the Natchitoches 
laud office they soi l 4 12 acres. The total 
price was $1913 82, ail of which was re­
ceived. Then of homestead entries there 
were 55,518 acres, for which tbe fees were 
$4058, and the registers’ and receivers’ fees 
were $1481, making $5539. The aggregate 
disposed of for cash and bounty scrip and 
homesteads was 56,000 acres, and the’ cash 
received $7483.

So you perceive, Mr. President, that the 
amount of businees done in the Louisiana 
laud districts, for which we pay theso 
thousands of dollars per year, is not nearly 
great enough to pay the expenses of the 
offices. We do not nearly get cash enough 
out of the public land system in Louisiana 
aecording to the la3t report to pay the ex­
penses of running it. Of course, as to 
homesteads, that ought not to be consider­
ed. We have provided by law that tho 
homestead settlers shall be entitled to locate, 
and there shall bo land offices where they 
can, and we, ought to pay that expense. 
That ought to bo taken into consideration, 
of course; but when you come to the 
business of disposing o i’ the public lands 
by sale in that, State, as I supposed, prac­
tically is nothing at all. All that there 
is left of it is the homestead entries. What 
is the quantity of public lands in Louisiana 
I do not know; perhaps tbe Senator from 
Louisiana cau tell me in round numbers?

Mr. Sargent—I have been iu favor for 
several years of closing the business of onr 
Florida and Louisiana land offices. 1 agree 
with the Senator that it is unprofitable.

Mr. West—The Senator from Vermont 
has cited the meager business that is done 
in the land offices in Louisiana as a reason 
why appropriations in that direction should 
cease, at the same time admitting that the 
laws with reference to homesteads are of 
that character to make it incumbent that, 
the government should be represented and 
have land offices open to afford facilities to 
settlers. Well, sir, I might with the same 
propriety quote some one-horse postal road 
in the State of Vermont, where we prob­
ably pay $1009 a rear for a contract to carry 
the mails and do not get probably $250 in 
return. Is not a facihtv to the Senator and 
his constituents effected? Is it not a facility 
that the law accords? And that he shouid 
rise here in his place and say there is no 
necessity for this thing is strange. Let 
liUii CüTV out his doctrine» through all tae 
service; let us abolish the post roads un­
less they pay; let us abolish all tbe service 
of the government unless there is some 
equivalent return in dollars and tenu . The 
return is in the general benefit that accrues 
to the community, and in my State, particu­
larly there is a division, as I stated before, 
going on between the United States and 
“ J® State, and it is with that view that we 
shonld bavo this money appropriated. A 
year more, or two years more, will enable 
ns to conclude the business of the land 
offices there, and then yon will be bothered 
neither with appropriations nor deficien­
cies.

Mr. Edmunds—One single word and I 
shall have done. I will not speak of the 
pubhc lands; I will only speak of post- 
oftces and post roads. I  should be very 
glad to unite with the Senator in an e c i  

Ti,eŵ °  Provide for dimin­
ishing v err largely that part of the postal 
service which is ran at a great loss to the

-thçre would

In* .'ici

not be a  post route left. The Senator c a n  
guess where it is.

W est— In  Y em ont. I  presume. 
[Laughter.}

Ife* Edmunds—The Senator ia ensiled Ut- 
Ms guess. [Laughter./

The amendment was agreed to.

The HuleMe In St. Louis.
The following is from the St. Louis Time» 

of the second instant:
Aboat half-past six o ’clock yesterday 

morning Miss Marie Daron committed sui­
cide by jumping from the fifth story of the 
building occupied by Messrs. Stemme St, 
Sanders, tarpaulin dealers, corner of Levee 
and Elm streets. Miss Daron bad lately 
arrived in this country from France, where 
she had been discharging tbe duties of gov­
erness. On her arrival a t New Orleans- 
she made strenuous exertions to secure em­
ployment, and was on tbe eve of seeing her 
hopes realized when the flood burst upon- 
tbe people of the Sonth and overspread the 
country with each gloomy apprehension» 
that the less important engagements of the 
moment gave way to the more vital con­
siderations of private interest. Another 
trial was added to that long list of disap­
pointments experienced by Miss Daron. 
and the only alternative left was to leave 
New Orleans and seek somewhere else the 
opportunities which were thus far denied 
her.

She arrived in this city April 11, and 
immediately drove to the French hotel on 
Walnut, kept by J. B. Guilloy. Hero she 
remained up to a few minutes previous to 
her death. For tbe first few days she 
maintained her accastomed reserve, and 
created many friends. She made known 
her mission to the lady of the house, say­
ing that she came to St. Louis to engage in 
the capacity of goverues#. She had traveled 
through some of the principal countries of 
Europe, and being a lady of high culture, 
was careful to profit by her observations.

In her efforts to secure a position here 
she unhappily failed. Tbe ghost of the 
same yearnings and disappointments which 
met her on every side at New Orleans, still 
pursued her here. From day to day ehe 
became more strongly impressed that life to 
her bad lost that savor which renders it  
tolerable. In the absence of frienda she 
could see no ont'et through which she 
might escape from the abyss of misery into 
which she had been cast. Denied the only 
legitimate means of support that might 
enable her to fight tbe battles of the world, 
she was impelled between two alternatives 
—death or disgrace, and she chose to die.

About six o’clock yesterday morning she 
left the hotel, going in the direction of the 
river, for what pnrpoee was shortly after­
ward disclosed. The business houses on the 
levee were just opening, and the more in­
distinct noise of reviving traffic was not yet 
lost in tbe general din.

A bleeding woman in tbe last agony of 
death soon lay on the sidewalk sumranded 
by a few people. Nobody seemed to know 
bow she came there, and but one man, who 
bad just lifted her bead in time to witness 
her painful end, could give any clue to the 
mystery. This gentleman was Mr. Joies 
Lappell, foreman in tbe establishment ol 
Messrs. Stemme & Sanders. From him were 
ascertained the following particulars:

About naif-poet six be commenced to 
open tbe bouse, ana baviog unlocked the 
door, on the Commercial alley side, leading 
up narrow stairs, he proceeded to the office, 
on the second floor of the building. While 
in tbe act of raising one of the windows, he 
heard a step, and, doubtfnl that tbe work­
men could get there so early, walked back 
to see who tho party was,” and hail gone 
only a few steps when ho heard a heavy 
thud, as though a body had struck below.
He immediately went to one of the front 
windows and looking out saw the writhing 
f  >rm of Miss Daron, lying in a pool of 
blood. He ran to her assistance, and had 
no sooner raised her head than she fell back 
a corpse. A crowd quickly gathered around, 
and one by one turned awav as if loath to 
look upon such a ghastly B’ght.

Some colored men who were standing a t 
the wharfboat say that they noticed her 
raise the window, and after making some 
motion with her hands, throw herself out. 
The body lay close to tbe wall uuderneath, 
which might suggest that there was no 
effort in the fall, it being merely a drop. 
Leaning against tbe wall, close to the win­
dow from which she had fallen, stood her 
parasol. The money found on ' her was 
only two dollars and ninety cents. On 
some of her underclothing were the initials 
M. D., embroidered in red.

The height of tho fall was sufficient to 
insure instantaneous death. She fell from 
the fifth story, and struck on a hard pave­
ment below. The body was removed to 
the Chestnut street station, aud subse­
quently sent to the county undertakers’, 
where an inquest will be heid to-day.

On Wednesday, the coroner’s inquest 
was held, when the following, among other 
testimony, was elicited:

Mr. John B. Guilloz, proprietor of a res­
taurant and hotel at No. Ü2 Walnut street, 
a t whose house the deceased had stopped 
since her arrival in the city, was the first 
witness examined. The testimony of this 
witness gave little information concerning 
Marie Darran, since her coming, which has 
not already been made public in the col­
umns of the Republican.

An examination of tho room indicated 
that ßhe had slept there tho night before 
ber death. Everything was reported by the 
servants to be very much deranged about 
the rooms. The trunk key was found on 
the trunk. Among her effects there was no 
writing of any description by which her 
life might be traced. Pen, ink and paper 
were there, but no written lino to throw 
light on the past of the unfortunate suicide.

She arrived in this city on the eleventh 
dav of April. Stated she came from New 
Orleans; took lodgings at the house kept 
by the witness, registering her name as 
Marrie Darran. She was a native of France, 
but what department was not known. She 
was certainly from tbe South; ber accent 
was not Parisian. She was about thirty- 
two years of age. Had told witness that she 
had been a governess in Europe and had 
taught school in New Orleans. lie  bad seen 
her nearly every day at the houee. During 
the whole time he did not know that she had 
any employment of any kind. She always 
seemed to be in good health and sound mind.

I t  was understood that she was seeking 
a situation as teacher. She never com- 
plained of having suffered reverses, nor 
did she seem at any time to labor under 
any depression; ber dress, conduct and con­
versation was such as became a lady. She 
paid her board with great punctuality, 
wore a gold watch and had on her finger a 
diamond ring-brilliants with an emerald in 
the middle. She had worn a great many 
garments during her stay, which were not 
found among her effects after her death.
The watch and the ring were not found.
Tlie watch-caso was found in her trunk, 
but the watch was gone. He saw her for 
the last time about seven o’clock on Sun­
day evening at supper. At that time she 
appeared as usual.

Mark Darenberg, on examination, stated 
that he became acquainted, or at least nist 
the deceased the day or the next day after 
she arrived at Guilloz’. This witness lives 
on the west side of Fourth street, between 
Elm and Myrtle, and boards at Guilloz res­
taurant. He said he saw the initials M. D. 
on a handkerchief, but did not know her 
name until he saw it in the papere. She 
was about thirty years of age. He had a 
good many conversations with her. She 
had talked to him about her travels, her 
residence in France, Turkey and Russia.
She was a woman of splendid education, 
and had evidently had first-clasä advan­
tages. She spoke elegant Frenc-b, but with 
a strong Southern accent. He was from 
Paris, had been well educated, but had not 
heard any one speak such elegant French 
in this country. He knew she was not from 
Paris. She told him that she had been 
a teacher of French in private families in 
Russia and Turkey. Her father and mother 
are both dead. She had a brother who was 
a priest, who died in Rome some time ago.
She came from Europe to New York, from 
thence she went to New Orleans, and from 
there came to St. Lonis. She had tanght a 
while in New Orleans, bat times became so 
doll that she ooneiuded to come np here.
He had been somewhat polite and attentive 
to her; had walked out several times with 
her. S s r  h e r lM  Bondar morning. She 
had never complained oi a n y  want of funds.
He had supposed her rieh. Hhe never asked 
him for money, and be had never given her 
any. He did not nattes any obange in her 
manners on San day morning. He believed 
she was for need pfmoney, was too proud tp 
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