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"an.azgement as was made before the eourt

in the civil suit_of Lewis %0#
‘with-honor to himself and with proft to the
people ever whese" ‘might pre-
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APtnE Tegular monthly meeting of the
New Orleans Chamber of Cemmerce, held

F5E Wonday evuits, Yaudd, WF G W. R

Bayley, chairman of tke committeg oR
railroads, subwitted the followiag réports
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d n?uhe that: is acoorded to the emer-
getio, efficient and faithful Admini of
Imprevements! /There are colored men:in
my own_parish of Pointe Coupee, a8 the
are.-ia .. and- !bl?hm e
State, who havesatat the feet af the schel-
ars and philosophess of the Quartier Lasin
in Parie, snd to whom the classics of Vel-
taire and Rotssean ave as familiar as are to
us the Janguage of -Skakespears and Scots.
With euch men a8 leaders of a people
who number ene he!f, if not a majorisy
of the .voters ofithe State, to attempt %o
supprees their power-or proecribe their ie-
fluence is to attempt to resist the laws ef
nature, of progress, and of self-preserva,
tion. horwver, I assert, without the fear
of snccessful contradiction, that in unee!fish
patriotism, pablic virtne and personal io-
tegrity, the black -;xaa is pot bebind Lis
white fellow citizen .ef the same condition
in life.

Charges.ef corruption have been frecly"
made i his official and legislative

kingly formn and manner sbout the-execu-
One | Two |Three | Bix | Oue | ive office, ' glorious pomp and. eircum-
- monthy YA | stance of deley and circamlocntion, 2 wait-
r 2 | e | @m |ing before the presence chamber, that ill
One.. '2 ‘:!a ‘D 80 125 comport witk our repablican views. ‘Who
s 30 53 k] 110 175 | has not felt the insolence of porters and
Pour. 38 61 90 | 140 | 25 | pegeengers, doorkeepers and ushers, as
- e e m ﬁ with prond snd disdsinful mien they have
:‘o 1£ }? 230 5 | either allowed or rejected our humble suit
o5 115 150 260 | 4 ! for andience. But the humblest conctitu-
70 | 125 | 165 | 200 | ¢80 | engcommands at all times the attentivn
d B et m m and services of his representative. ¥Eo is
:.!’ ‘ﬁ }% 380 g0 | the.principal to an agent. He is the ap-
90 165 220 410 @0 | pointing power, and when he is missepre-
£ }g g . %5 | sented or l:e&uyodi.l his i:h'ﬁr“u f%rgmten
. or bartered away, be withdraws the com-
e 2 - oo 1.::" issi lndt«belzsl:ldnﬁ.cmds l;liu: b t
Montbly advertisements, inserted every servant back to the obscurity he deserves.
4ay. to bo charged two thirds of the abuve Fieken | 6o, 100, theyudge owes impartiality, ability
nare ‘lqurnunth. and pure disinterestedness to the discharge
*ransient advertisements, having the run of the | of duty; but where is the sanetion,
paper, first insertion §1 50 per square; each eabec- | ywp,; cap cure the evils of & bad decision’
“.':;,4 ::;5'.’,:.".‘;.“"""“1- each in- | Who ean punish the unworthy motive ¢f a
sertion ‘lwper square. corrupt judge?! ;Without enlarging, then,
vertisoments inserted st intervals to Be{ 4}, I ugislature is not only the popular, but

Ad
88 Dew each inse. the most importaat and powertnl branch of

the government. It is the law-making,

law-re ing, law-medifying power. t

Iargely.
o allowed such discount from above tran | was Congress of the United States
slent rates as may bom"‘mnj'm'”’d‘ f:“ which an and carried out the reeon-
;'u":e?cf' . i ntrnctial;e‘of the seceding States—poseibly,

uader the frowne of the supreme jadiciary,
and against the views and with the avowed
hoatility of the Preaident. It was, in real-
ity, the Legislature of Arkansas that de-
th d the pretentious Brooks, and re-

stored the undisputed sapremacy of Baxter,
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b | blished eve: and
ni.'"m by lelc:’uph.:'xuealhngon reading, edi-

public
-;lnmmy reports, and everything

charaoter, but trace .te their source the
iniquities of legislation for the past few )
ean“ennd for wb.;l .imoet of lt‘hemcyou will
x t responsibility en his Caucasian
brother. 1 &know th{x'e are bad and cor-
rupt men among the blacks. Some, who
have uoqfnlred lud:hx:, ti;le. g;tlinction and in-
tluence o! ; who, ong experience
in public life, bave acquired the arts of the
trickster, are unwarthy, pascrapnlous and
treacherous. But take the rankand file,
the mass of our celored population, and
they wear the homors of scitizen with dig-
pity and merit, and with am earnest
solicitude to discharge their every duty to
gheir feliow-man aad to their.country.

Now ia the time to eetablisk gooa fellow-
£hip among all our eiticens. Let us select
our best men, of whatever raoe or color, to
W‘“M us in the halls of legislation.

th one such election in Louisiana all the
political prejudices ot race would be ex-
tinguished forever; opinion, asd not caste
or claes, wounld divide us into parties, and
our I leoti would be Leld with as

D oD e WEEKLY BE. | And it will be the Leguslature of Louisiana,
‘well for ot and smi S 5 latsrme ?}nhu ‘h" "‘lh'ﬁw P ‘K v“"h"' :.mc“::i
» is place, W, P. Kello,
$don o the m&w_w_-:‘l-ﬂ- executive of gho State, and ren er the final
Terms of {a:lgne-t for the validity of his adwinistra-
One . $5; six months, $3 50, n.
e e To th.: b;:j‘. ulut:ire,ﬂhen. will belmtr;mp
sime terms ed the des oisiana. In their
Mm advertisements s one. | hands the fortunes of our people will rest,
hur{iz of the daily rates. whether for weal or for woe, and the mag-
A liveral allowed to those who send | pignde of the charge makes it your du
as clubs of five or more. and mine, the bounden duty of every g

citizen, to see that the trust shall not be

A SIGNIFICANT AND IMPORTANT AD- | o 6404 to unworthy servants. What we
DRESS, want in Louisiaza te-day is confidence, &
sense of sepurity, » of harmony.

Speech of Hon. J. P. Harris, of Pointe | q; 100 these blessings two things are
Ceupec. necessary: First, the selection of honest

On Monday evening, June 1, was beld a | and capable men for oﬂa and, secondly,
meeting of the Fourth Ward Republican thp;onlo ?,m ba d::i: am'ﬂl -;:f

vote by parties and not by elass. The

Club of this city, and Hon. J. P. Harrie, & | 750 O‘P;;um g ot gy oy
Democratic member of the House of Repre- | o¢her Southern States, I8 abnormal unnat-
sentatives, from Pointe Coupee, was invited | ural and diseased through the folly and
to address it. During the seesion of the | want of wisdom in our own people. That

1ast Legislatare Mr. Harris was not one of | 3% who advocates & white man’s party,

or that other who seeks to continue a black
those members who were continually on | man’s party, is an ecemy to his eountry

their feet. It was seldom that Le called | and bis action is hostile to the best inter-
the attention of the Speaker, but whenever ::“hl“lu. % 51"”"’::“‘“"““97 b.l :ﬁ‘;:
be did he secured  hearicg. Indeed, it |, veat will bs murmurs and protest, re-
may be said that he, Mr. Mathews and | sistance to law, riot and bloodshed, ruin
Governor Hahn were almost the only mem- | and degradation. What people evgr pros-
bers who coald d the of | pered under a war of classes? ™ What

A nation ever escaped destruction where
the House. On two oceasions he.distin- | oaete and not opinl:on divided the political
guished bimself and enlivened and in-

power of its citizens. Patrician against
structed his auditors in an entirely unex- | plebian made the firat grand republic an
pected manner. On one of them he elo-

empire unl;i thex,ll a dupo;‘um; rince ulguinut

Atk peasant. brought on a French revolution,
quently reproached the city of New Orleans | with its horrors of anarchy, prison and
for her delinguency in not forcing Ler rep- | guillotine, and lord against vaseal, has
resentatives to take their seafs, and on the tmd:hdim L'ifh‘h u‘"l'l“ ".e'!‘bl"df". S
last night of the session his appeal to the | ry o, ut Koy inakopiaion Slndes,

that views of public economy, trade, edn-
sober second thought and reverence-for | cation, foreign and internal policy, and not
fandamental law in his speech against the | the color of skin or accident of birth, sepa~
venue bill won the admiration even of | Fate into political divisions und constitute

es in those counatries. France and
those who voted for it. ingland challenge the world to present a
The speech we reproduce below bears

happier, braver, more spirited and patriotic
evidence of the same strength of thought W"Pk than are found within their borders.
and vigor of expression that distinguished

e do not want ablack man's government,
his efforts in the Gieneral Assembly:

we do not want & white man’s govern-
ment—we want a government of the whole
We are about to innn%nu a political pe?lple. untrammeled by class prejudices,
campain in Louisiana. 'When I id an based by embition of race for
the importance of the issues involved; the | supremacy. Why is it that there is mur-
great good that may be accomplished by | mur an trust, discontent, often riot and
wise ecouncils, or the untold evils which are | bloodshed, an unsettling of values, a sense
sure to follow selfish and unworthy action, | of uncertainty and slarm in Louisiana,
Iam sppalled at the magnitude of the | attending and consequent upon each elec-
stake, and it is with timidity and a sense of | tion? Icis because we have been divided
ability unequal to the occasion that I now | into classes, because we have been cursed
undertake to suggest to you the dn‘t{y of the | with a political war of races, because our
hour. Because it is the present and, there- | partics are founded on eolor and mnot on
fore, the latest opportunity to repair and | opinion. Does it affect the price of proper-
avoid evils and errors both sutfered and | ty in Connecticut because a Democrat de-
apprebended, 1 deem this the most import- | feats a Republican? Does it check Western
ant crisis in the history of our State. enterprise because Allen wins the race in
Our crops have partidlly failed for suc- | Ohio? Or does New York slacken her
cessive years, and our material progress | energies because a Republican Governor is
has been impeded by the fi ial distress | there triumphant? Notat all. There po-
of the country at large, dwarfing our | litical defeat involves nothing more than
energies and checking our enterprise. | the chagrin one feels in being outstripped
When there was, in the beginning of the [ by a friendly competitor; no more disap-
present year, “a silver lining to the cloud,” roinunenc than a lawyer feels when he has
a promise of abundant harvests and the | lost & verdict. Drother  votes against
Lope of & better future, lo, this inland sea, | brother, and son. is arrayed politically
the mighty father of waters bursts throu, against the father, for two minds were
the barriers that have held his currents never wmade in the same mold, and men
their i sad d ch ls, | differ in their views as do the faces they
and pouring his destroying floods over our | wear. Each voter proposes to premote the
fields has l'm away our sustemance, our | interests of society at large, and the bless-
homes and ‘:3“. and made us even | ings he hopes to attain by the supremecy
beggars for the ity of tho werld to es- | of his own party will attach ailike to him
cape famine and death. In these times of | and to Lis political enemy.
disaster and distress, whien the most pros- | - Now we can accomplish the same thing
}f:mi:'f‘lmiuoq{udthel::::no:fm are m.ﬂlé"u. : o penhier: oppertamiiy
dopendent ‘on: publie ehari could occar than the present.

here are
no political principles to separate the white

ence, our people are naturally
with the present and alarmed for the fu-
ture. Stupefied in their mistortune they do
not discern the remedies at band, and
startled in their terror they forget to use
the relief and secure the protection that
are within their grasp.

man from the black. There is not a plank
in the Republican platform on which a
white man muy not stand, with safety to
himself and honor and profit to his coun-
u?. Then let him eschew the prejudices
of the past. Let him abandom the pro-
seription by whieh he would deprive the

Moreover a contest for possession and | colored man of the fruits of his freedom
control of the State government has waged | andcitizenship. Let bim come up to. the
for two long years past the people, | full measure of his duty to the urgezt de-
the courts and before the gress of the | mands of tho oceasion, and linking his for-
United States. Two men haye claimed | tunes with the Republican party, forever
irom us the . due » ¢ execu- | destroy the solicitude .of the black man
tive. While one has held the place and | for his righte; and equal as freemen, equal
exercised the power the other has claimed | as citizens, lot us rua the race that is set
the right and sued forthe prerogative. It | before us for the honor sud glory and pros-
has been contest and installment | perity of our beloved Louisiana. The
and displacement, h: and defeat, | white man may be a Republican without
until our people are sick of the st le | viol to his i or his-convie-
and cry out peace and y, for | tiona, There is not a prineiple of the party
confidence, racurity and stability. - Design- | to which be ,can not subscribe, and if he
ing men and dissppointed place hunters | find in its administration a practice to be
have added to tbe public fever by aggra-| eondemned, his vote and his counsel will
vating aud exaggerating the evils wesuf- | be there to purify and correct. Did no$
fer, hoping by a revelation they: would in- | even the D t8 support ley, who
augurate to obtain the comtrol of public | said there wasnot a Republican dole he
afiairs, In the spirit ot .a Cataline and [ had d, ora D ratic belief es-
with a wickeduees greater than any they in 1 ing their
denounee, they have sought to supplaut | Even but yeeterday the
the oouduﬂ sushorities with vi pered that Southern -Pemocrats

i , have .invo a third term for Geserek frant,
dangerous machinery of secret political so- | But on the other haund, the colored man
cietiea and led men’s minds to.the contem- | can never be'n ocrat,  Conneeted with
plation of thas ¢ diveful and diaboliesl | that nante and that are all the bitter

{ uu&ﬂu. | recollections of - bis his ignorance

and his degradation. He w8 it to be

patrio the party which fought his e_mnolfntion in

his.good right arm to repair the Distriot of Columbia; that it is the
rather than him who employs his energies | Party which struggled to inorease thie area
to defameapd to destroy our “institutions. | Of slavery by exteading tle right to the
Marc Antony never m‘d ! ‘erritorics; that it is the party which eom-
from the prond irr:fmslble conflict doctrine of
at “this eou must be all

raee, and to divide the citizens of Louniai:
into classes in , intolerant and dm-n?
tive to each other.  No;

(Mdate

| Bzra's eyes‘ns he muttered: “Naw, I

little disturbance to society as they are now
in Conaecticnt, New York or Qhic.

These axre my views. I expeet to give
my voiee and wy energies to their propaga-
tion during the coming campaign. If they
succeed I expect to see capital onee more
pouringinto the lap of our commeree; I look
0 see contentment ndl life and enmrprihse
pervading our people; I expect to see the
wharves of this city again groaning uader
the weight of produce and manufactuces,
seekinga ket here or ing for export
to other lande; I expect to see the ticlds new
lying waste, growing with weeds and this-
tles and briars, or perbaps covered with the
debris left byag devastating flood, smiling
with pleatifuMisrvests and cereals, sugar
sad cotton; I expeet to see & happy and pros-
s:you lmplo. eaeh man goin‘x forth to his

ily 1 with nege to molest or make
him afraid, our high places filled by those
who honor them, our taxes light, crime
speedily punished and the laws faithfully
execu

Iloye the State of Louisiana. Born and

amid her magnolias and her orange
groves, I love all her reopln a8 my breth-
ren and my kindred; I love her sugar fields
and her broad aeres white with the fleecy
staple. 1Ilove her proud history, both in
ace and war; her sncient institutions com-
ng to us from the once mistress of the
world, aye, and I love her very soil, for it

has yiclded a grateful return to the hus-
ban of my fathers, and mingled wish its
sacred dust are the ashes of my esiree, and

the remains of the foadly loved children of
my young manhood. Yet if the mad advo-
cates of a white man's government, or jthe
still more demented friends of & black man's
government shall trinmph in the success of
their eolliding and destructive echemes, I
Ishall fold my tent, and, like the Arab
silently steal away.
il i s

the Gult Forts— Remarkable

Scene in the Galf.

Major G. W, McKee of the United States
ordinance corps and formerly of Jefterson
barracks, arrived yesterday, and is regist-
ered at the Southern. The major has just
returned from arming Fort Pickens, Flor-
ide; Fort Morgan, Alabama; Ship Island,
Mississippi, and Forts Jackson and St. Phil-
lip, Lom&n.u. Seventeen heavy guns have
been mounted at Ship Island, twelve guns
at Fort Morgan, and six fifteen inch guns
were unloaded at Korts Jackson and
St Phi':{llig-, besides placing all the ordnance
in the different forts on the Gulf coast in a
serviceable condition for war. Major Me-
Kee expects to return in Ostober to com-
plete the armament of the coast defenses,
that work having to be suspended for the

resent on account of the prevalence of
ot weather, fleas and mosquitoes,

During the recent great flood the major
and his party, in _the performance of their
duties, were sailing between Horn and
Round islands, off Pascagoula, en reute for
Fort Morgan, where they encountered a
most rewmarkable seene. Here for miles
were seen l(;fl, driftwood and patches of
turf and soil floating out into the gulf, filled
with live animals, which clung to their frail
barks with the tenacity of ehipwrecked
mariners, an account of which will be for-
warded to the War Department. Awmong
the animals .seen were rats, raccoons, 'pos-
sums, rabbits, alligators and moccasin
snakes in uncoun numbers, all brought
down from the swamps and marshes, per-
hlIlG from fifty to 100 miles inland.

To the gentlemen witnessing this remark-
able scene the facts bad a scientific inter-
est. They were inded of the geological
periods when animal life was transported,
doubtless by similar floods, from regions
far inland to the mouth of estuaries, and
their bones being entombed in the silt and
soft mud, furnished the organic remains
which are preserved for ages in the hard-
ened strata. It was by siinilar means that
the fossils now found in the solid limestones
were deubtlesa ingulfed and preserved dur-
ing the past geological Koriodo. In this way
aiso the islands along the Gulf coast receive
accessions of new animal types not before
known to inhabit them. Major McKee will
simnd & couple of days here in seeing his
old friends, and then leaves for the national
armory - at Springfield, Massachusetts,
where he will remain on duty as second in
command there, Colonel Benton being the
first in command.—8t. Louis Republican.

Arming

Bolving a Problent on Rapid Trausit.
While up the river a few days ago, says
the Missiscippi Democrat, we heard a rich
one on someé r fellow whose name has
escaped us. He was Jadd]lng to Vicksburg
in a dogout, and bad been informed of a
certain iocality called Rick's Bend, which
is eighteen miles around and in one place
about & huundred yards across. e was ad-
vised to land at the narrow point and drag
his crats over. But he the spot
going down without observing it and .pad-
dled on eighteen miles around till he struck
it on the other side. Landing at once he
dra, his boat across and went gliding
on'down with & light heart till he came
within a few paces of the same spot where
e had dragged across before. hinklnﬁ’
& new cutoft he went ashore and tugged hi
canoe over again. When he got back to
the river a second time. he sauniered
around a little to stretch himse!t and soon
discovered an old newspaper out of which
he had taken his b ast thut morning.
It was now almost sundown, and as he had
paddled thirty-six miles without, flattering
mul be scattled his dugout with a

et, built & camp and waited fill next
day for a steamboat.

The New York Commercial .Adveriiser
gives its readers the followiug little story:
“Would my little Ezra,” asked a fond
mother out on Weat Hill, “like to be &
missionary, and go preséh to the poor,

| vuffering littte heathen?” Tears—bright,

drops of feeling—glistened in lttls
woulde't; but T'd tike t6 bs on t_ha‘ﬁr,neo_
¥6ng enough to put a tin_zoof on' big

om aidl! vhodes miM & 7

4 ol

GeExTLEMEN—In mpo:«hti: gour o;ll for
in tion respecting the r= and pres-
enmd-miow Orieane, Mobile and
Texas Railroaa Compeay, the sroq’:ecz of
said company’s building & road to Texas,
and what action, if any, is needed on our
part to expedite the construotion of a rail-
way to Texas, iunr ecommittee on railroads
respectfully submiy the following report:

Said company was chartered uader the
pame of the New Orieans, Mobile and
Chattanooga Railroad Company by the
Legislatare of Alabama, Novewber24, 1366,
to construct and operate & railroad from
New Orleans, via Mobile, to Chatianooga,
Tennessee.

At the first meeting of the corporate
directors in New York city—Gakes Ames,
. Peter Butler, James A. Raynor, .C. W.

# Durant and William S. Wiiliaws beiog

prescnt—*he capital stock was fixed ay
y225,000,000. The Legislatare of Louisiana,
by aet No. 28, approved August 18, 1868,
recognized the company &8 & curporation i
Louisiana, aud authorized it to extend its
proposed road westward to Texas. About
tkiz time, probably, the company recou-
sidered its project of building the road to
‘Tarneasee, and began to appreciate the
facilitics offering for the obtainisent, on s’
grand scale, of State aid from Louisiana.
‘fle statement that this company, being
eompased of several of the most wealthy
wmen iz Awmerica, wanted nothing bat righs
of way and no subsciiption in, nor Btate
id f7sm Louisiana, was generally eircu-
lated in New Orleans, but, before the eom-
menceent of construction on the Mobile
divisiay, State aid had been applied for and

ond mortgage bonds to be

y
ant bounde—total, 419,600 and

L
oS, O fier Bt

$3 in

pafiy’s material on

pleto a firat class railroad from Donaldson-
ville to llonston, Texas—about 270 miles.

In September, 1872, the above named se-

curities were offered at the North and ia
New Orleans for fifty ecents on the dollar,
with equal amounnts in the shape of eight
per cent income bonds and full paid (1)
stock thrown in as a gift to each subscriber.
A subscription of §1,000,000 was actually
made in New Orleans, but the whole
scheme failed, because, amoug other rea-
sois, the company did not have the securi-
ties to dispose of, according to agreement.
Even had they been in posseseion of Mr.
Bushnell and the full amount at the rate
they were offered had been realized the
proceeds, $3,709,500, would bave been en-
tirely insufficient to complete the road
without equipment from Donaldeonville to
Houston, Texas, 270 miles, and there would
have been 85,501,000 of first mortgage bonds
in the hands of other parties, who would
have the right at any time after six months’
default in the payment of interest on their
bonds to foreclose and sell the property.
This, your committee believe, was contem-
plated as a final result by the holders of
said bonds.
Mr. Bushnell, through Lis sub-contractors,
to whom, on an average, he paid about ten
per cent on the work done by them respect-
iveiy, laid ten miles of track beyond Don-
aldsonville, und partially constructed, ia a
very cheap and inferior manner, however,
some few miles of roadway to and along
Upper Grand river. All work ceased in
March, 1873, and nothing has been done
#ince.

On or about the eleventh of March, 1873,
€125,000 of second mortgage bonds were
indorsed by the Governor on the ten miles
of track laid beyond Donaldsonville; but
as the final limit of time, January 18, 1873,

obtained, per act No. 26, approved Febru-
ary 17, _!Eu{l), providing for the ind ot
by the State ot the company’s western di-
vision sacead mortgage bonds.

The estimated cost, based upon surveys
and location of the Mobile division, was
about §¢;000,000, and this amount was ob-
tained, not by stock subscription, but by
an issue of $¥,000,000 of eight per cent mort-
gage bouds, four of first and four of second
wmorcgage, with $1,000,0000 of nominally
full paid stock certificates thrown in. This
was equivalent to allowing sixteen per cent
interest for mozey to be used in the con-

for the compl of the whole road to the
Sabine river had expired nearly two months
previously, and the law itself provided that
“‘nome of said second mortgage bonds, for
or upon that portion of said main line of
railroad not constructed within the time
limited, shall be guaranteed by the State of
Louigiana,” it is manifest that said bonds
should not have been so indorsed.

To date, therefore, on the sixth seven
miles of track laid west of Westwego, or
with only 80 much road built, the State had
contributed $4,245,000, with no security for

struction of the road, and it necessitated
early completion and generous dividends
afterward; but it was eoon found that the
actual cost would very largely exceed the
estimate.

Construction began in February, 1869,
and the road was opened for public traffic
between New Orleans agd Mobile, Novem-
ber 1, 1870. Thenceforward till December
12, 1871, on account of the Morgan opposi-
tion line, there were no surplus earnings
aund large expendilures were unavoidable,
for the renewal of Teredo destroyed
bridges, Jballasting, eompletion of struc-
tgres e The expenditurea were ve
largely in excess of Lhe road’s receipts, and,
with no joint stock fund and no revenue
from the road built, the current interest on
the Mobile division bonds could not be paid,
except by a sale of Western division bonds,
or by sale of State'seourities, to be issued
by the State of Louisiana, in aid of the con-
struction of a railway to Teras,

But in order to obtain these Louisiana
securities it was necessary to build the
road to Doraldsonville, for by the terms of
the £3,000.000 subsidy act of February 21,
1870, the cowpletion of the road from New
Orleans to that point would secure the issue
of §750,000 of Siate bonds, while the com-
pletion of forty miles of road weat prior to
the eighteenth ot January, 1871, would se-
eure the State’s indorsement of $500,000 of
the company's secoud mortgage bonds.

Accordingly, the building of the road
west was commenced at Westwego, opposite
the preésent western portion of New Orieans,
in May, 1870, and the track laying was com-
pleted to the Bayou Lafourche, at Dorald-
sonville, May 17, 1871, although the road
was not opened for public traflic until
September 1, 1871. Considerable progress
bad been made also in the construction of
the road thence west, twenty-one miles to
Grrand river.

The firat forty miles of the road, which,
according to the terms of the guarantce
act, should have been completed not later
than January 18, 1871, were not completed
until about April 5, 1871; but 2 clanse was
inserted in joint resolution No. 94, approved
April 18, 1871 (changing the name of the
company), which provides that the bonds
might be indorsed for every ten wiles, in-
stead of every forty miles, of road com-
pletod “in the manner provided for,"” that
18, within the time limited.

In July, 1871, $730,000 of bonds were in-
doreed, on sixty miles of the road, thongh
the distance from Westwego to Lafourche
is fifty-seven wiles only, and thus became
a part of the contingent debt of the State,
and in Auvgast, 1871, $750,000 of subsidy
bonds were issued to said company. These
bonds were dated July 1, 1870, therefore
the firet two seta of semi-annual coupons
should have been detached and canceled,
but it is believed they were not, and, in
consequence, $120,000 was paid by the State
for back interest, althouzh not due to any
onsa.

But the £1,500,000 State aid on the road
to Donaldsonville was only about equal to
its cost, and therefore it was still necessary
to provide in some manner for the payment
of interest on the first mortgage bonds on
the Eastern and Western divisions, which
had been issued, By act No. 95, approved
April 20, 1871, the State issued $2,500,000 of
eight per cent bonds to this company for
stock alone, in lieu of its suspensive-condi-
tional obligation to guarantee second mort-
gage Sbreveport Drench bonds, after the
completion of each ferty wiles section of
said branch, whiob, as the ecompany was
evidently already in a very embarrassed
condition, it never could bave buily, and
probably never really intended to Cuild.
Stock in a company withouta joiat stock
fund, and wilﬁout. an ‘adequate revenue,
and in a road partially buiit with money
obtained by the itsue of bonds bearing
eight per cent interest, two for one, the
State being the only real stockholder, can
not bae cousidered as of more vulue than
waste paper. i

This £9.000,000 so-called stock subserip-
tion was simply another ‘‘subsidy” ob-
tained under pretense of a desire to build
aroad to Shreveport. If the Legislatare
and execuiive authorities were really de-
ceived, they wers misled; if not, they con-
nived at » fraud. Aecording to the Audi-
tor’s report these Londs were issued April
21, 1874, but there is no evidence anywhere
of their issue,

It will thus be seen that this company,
on the completion of the railroad to Don-
aldsonville, obtained State indorsement on
and State bonds for 4,000,000, Lesides the

the t pt & d mortgage for
€875,000 on seventy miles of road beyond
Westwego, subject to a first mortgage lien
for the same amount.

The road beyond Donaldeonville has not
been operated rince the track was laid, and
the liens of all the contractora—who yet re-
muin unpaid, including the comstruetor of
the drawbridge across Bayou Lafourche—
have been recorded in the respective par-
ishes within which their work was done,
and the drawbridge was turned off so that
it could not be used.

On the sixth of June, 1873, all of the roads
and proverty belonging to this company
were sold by the trustees of the Mobile
division second mortgage bonds, which was
a third mortgage on the road west, and it
was all bid in by them for their principals.
On the twenty-sixth of August, 1873, the
said Mobile division second mortgage bond-
holders, who are believed to be also the
first mortgage bondholders, organized them-
selves in New York into an association of
bondbelders with the name of the New Or-
leans, Mobile and Texas Railroad Company
(No. 2in effect), and trustees Gardner and
Bautler transferred to them in consideration
of the sum of §1, but without guarantee as
to title, on the second day of October, 1873,
all of the property from Mobile to Houaton,
and from Brashear to Vermilionville, pur-
chased by them &t the sixth of June sale,

Prior to the sale on the sixth of Juns,
1873, the Legislature ot that year bad
passed a bill to allow the company one
year more time to complete the road to
the Sabine river, or to Janunary 18, 1874, for
the guarantee of bonds, and ustil May 22,
1874 for the *‘subsidy” bonds, but said biil
was vetoed and returned in January, 1874,
to the Legislature, which sustained the
veto. .

On the thirty-first of October, 1873, an
agreement was conclnded, in New York, to
form among the Western division first
mortgage bondholders another company,
for the purpose of acquiring a valid and
perfect title to, with a view to complete
said railroad west to Houston, Texas.
Capital stock to consist of the western di-
vision a bonded debt; 7,250,000 first mort-
gage and $875,000 second mortgage, or
$8,125,000 in shares of $100 each. This
company was to apply to the Legislature
of Louisiana for a recognition of itzelf as
the successor of the New Orleans, Mobile
and Texas Railroad Company west of the
Missisgippi river, with a continuation in ita
favor of all the rights, franchises, aids,
benefits, co-operation, etc., granted to the
old company, including the guarantee of
bonds, subsidies, ete.

The scheme was worthy of the projactors
and managers of the old company, but the
gituation had changed. In 1869, 70 and
71, before the State had been despoiled,
whila yet the people could pay taxes, our
State securities were worth stealing; but
now they are fallen too low to be worthy of
the intrigues of those who planned aud so
successfully managed the famons “Credit
Mobilier” enterprise, and thers is not corn
enough left in the crib for home consuup-
tion and the encouragement of local in-
dustry.

The last Legislature passed an act ree-
ognizing the new company, but withont aids
and benefits, on condition that it should
ecomplete the road to Grand river by July 1,
1874, to Vermilionville March 1, 1875, and
to the Sabine river and Shreveport by
March 1, 1876; and this act was approved
and promunlgated.

A4 the new company did not really have
a “valid and perfect title” to the road west,
and as such could not be acquired withont
a judicial sale after a foreclosure of the
first mortgage, or proceedings in bank-
ruptey, they did not attempt to proceed.
The act therefore by its own limitation,
will become null and void on the first day
of July, next. 1

It is believed that the main object was to
procure a revival of the acts guaranteeing
second mortgage bonds, and granting a
subsidy. As this faMed—a committee of
citizens appointed to consider the question
having declined to recommend {a renewal
of State aid—there was nothing left but
foreclosure of the Western division first
mortgage, according to proceedinga initiat-
ed by Frank M. Ames, trustes for the
Western division first mortgage bondhold-
ers, by a bill of complaint filed in the United
States Circuit Conrt, November 29, 1573,

The trustee averred that the “association
of bondholders,” styled the New Ourleans,
Mobile and Texas Lailroad Com pany (No.
2) had “come ucder obligations” to a new

iation of bondholders, gtyled the New

amonnt of $120,000 for bagk . The
proceeds thereof, your eommittes believe,
were used for the payment of debts con-
tracted, in part at.least, for the Mobile
division of said eompany’s road aund for
ayment of the interest due on the Mobils
vision bonds. 1
The indebtedness of the western division
was also increased without extending the
road west, by the purchase of the Pont-
chartrain railroad, steamboats, a wharf in
Mobile, and the property and franchise of
the old Opelousas read west of Brashear,
ete., to tho extent of about §1,250,000.
Thereby the Mobile divisien bondholders,
who are and were from. the begiumng the
company, were again preferred, and the
western division seeuritics misappropri-

ated.

In NMarch, 1872, a western division first
mortgage, {n Yen of the first mortgage of
March, 1870, was ted and antedated
January 1, 1872, to secure an issue of $7,250,-
000 of eight per cent bonds—$2,825,000 from
Westwego to the Sabine river, £1,625,000
from Brashear .to Vermilionville, and
%2.800.011) from the Sabine to Houston,
lexae. u?th same time work was
.at various points between Bra-
shear and. the Sabine river via Vermilion-

ille, 1P .contract, whereby that
a8 to be completed by
Jexclusive of rolling stock,
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Orleans and Texas Railroad Company, and
be prayed for the protection of the court in
the work of completing the road to Grand
river, twenty -one miles west of Donaldson-
ville, and for & decree of sale of the roads
west. 1t 'was authoritatively stated also at
the time and thenceforward until recently,
that about $330,000 in money had been
raised and was on hand to complete the
road to Grand river; but it has since trana-
pired that the money pat up consisted of
1nterest coupons detached from the rraudu-
lent issue of Sareveport braunch stock
bonds, the payment of which is enjoined.
On the twenty-third of May, lS?-i. Judgza

Woods, of the United States Cirenit Court
rendered a decree providing for the sale of
the road and property west of New Oz-
leans, b{ the firet mortgage trustee, on or
before the first day of December next, after
six weeks' advertisement of sale in New
Orleans, New York and Iouston. Sale for
cash, and the first Seventy miles west of
Westwego to be sold separately, subject to
the prior lien of the first mortgage to the
extent of $12,500 per mile, or $875,000, and
accrued_ interest thereon; the balance, if
any, to be applied to the payment ot the
mortg&fe bonds indorsed by the State,
£875,000, on eaid aeventi. miles of road.
Balance of road, west, to be-sold as Trustee
Ames may deem best, either separately or

in one &'-.‘.',“”' r
The trustees, Amas for the first and the
Governor of Louisiana for the second mors-
wv baidholders, only, to be allowed 'to
in the-property. for their Tespective,
bondkolders, .or the State, on Payment i
cash of the amount dus om Smdt not

= ™

gented b{’

to say: If t the Si
“Lounisians bids iN the” propeérty; ke mu

pay $875,000, and the accrued interest there-

; oty g et

= ca r the ng por-

n of the road; the first mortgage trustee
gl ve to pay in caeh only the excess
over $875,000, and the aecrued interest there-
om, on the first seventy miles, and no cash
at all for the remaiping portion of the road.
A third party must pay cash for the whole
asmount of bis bid for both sections. It is
obvious that the first momr e bondhold-
ers, who hold $7,250,000 o nds, have
command of the li!lli' !;ou,‘ and that they
always had 1t from the firet. »

Onytbo twenty-sevenih day of May, 1874,
a petition in bankruptey againet this com-

ny was filed in the United States District
ourt by one of the sub-contractors, to
whom a large amount is due for work done
west ¢f Donaldsonville. The order to show
cause why the prayer ot the petitioner
should not be granted was made returnable
on the eighth of July, 1874, "

Your committee respectfully submwits that
the above review of the bhistory of this cor-
poration, which has barred the way sinee
1869, and stiil obstruets the building of a
railway to Texas, is sufficient to warrant
them in declaring as their firm convietion
that there is no hope of relief from them,
and that the only chance of securing a rail-
way to Texas is a epeedy sale for cash,
whereby this property, unincumbered, may
pass into entirely new hands at the earliest
poseible moment.

The association of bondholders styied the
New Orleans, Mobile and Chattanooga Rail-
road Company, atterward changed to the
New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad
Company, wrongfully and by means of eor-
rupt legislation, as _we believe, despoiled
our State ot about $1,250,000 in bonds and
back interest not due, and we consider that
any “association” of these bondholders, by
whatever names they may style themselves,
will be in the future asin the past, uareli-
able. Werecommend the State anthorities
by every means in their power to resiat the
payment of the fraudulent and unconstito-
tional issue of Shreveport branch bonds
and the interest thereon, and to favor the
formation of an entirely new and trust-
worthy company to copstruet onr much
needeg railway to Texae, as well as the
transfer to such a company of the seventy
miles of road weat of Westwego.

Whether the end in view will be best
subserved by a sale of the road west to the
old bondholders, nnder the decree of the
United States Circuit Court, or a cash sale,
free to all bidders, under the bankruptey
act, we leave to the decision of the Cham-
ber. Respectfally submitted,

G. W. R. BAYLEY,
Chairman;

M. O. SEIXAS,

J. C. MORRIS,

L. H. JOSEPH.

The report was received and, on motion,
duly seconded, it was unanimously adopt-

ed.
il
Land Offices in Louisiann.

Io the United States Senate on the twen-
ty-sixth of May the deficiency appropria.
tion bill was under discuseion. The ques-
tion turned upoa the deficiency of $2000 in
the Louisiana land cffice, and the following
debate ensued:

Mr. West—Mr. President, the facts in con-
nection with the land oflice business in my
State have scarcely been properly repre-
sented in the Senate. The Senator who
has just epoken eaid the prineipal business
there now was in the survey of Spanish
land claims, The iruth is that the princi-
pal business is the adjustment as between
the United States aad the State of Louis-
iana of the ownership of swamp and over-
flowed lands, and the surveyor general of
that State has aircady recommended ench
an appropriation as would enable him to
© ose his bi 8 ness wi_Lin cne year, amount
g to some §15,000.

Mr. Edmunds—Do the swemp lands have
to ve surveyed at the expense of the United
States?

Mr. West—All the lands have to be sur-
veyed at the expense of the United States
government to determine which are the
swamp lands, and then they are to be ceded
to the State; otherwise the United States
would want to reserve its ownership, and it
is interested in it. ln this particular case
the estimate for the year was $9100, and
Congress arbitrarily cut it down to $2300.
In lieu of the §5600 Le asked for Le comes
in with a deficieney of only $2000, So much
for that State. Now, with reference to the
general princi*»le that has beea at issune
here between the Senator from Vermont on
the one side and the Senators from Cali-
fornia and Maine on the other, I think the
affirmative eide has been sutliciently sup-
ported by them in reference to the gecond
section.

Mr. Edmunds—While we are on this sub-
ject I want to show you how wuch basiness
the land offices in Louisiana, of which there
are three it appears, did io the last ficeal
year. Ifind by the Land Ofiice report that
the quantity of land sold for cash and
bounty land scrip at and above the mini-
mum price of §1 U5 per acre, for the first
balf of the fiscal yeur ending June 30, 15873,
was 402 68 acres. That was at the whole
three land offices. At the Natchitoches
land oftice they soll 4 12 acres. The total
price was $i913 82, all of which was re-
ceived. Then of homestead entries there
were 50,018 acres, for which the fees were
£4058, and the registers’ and receivers’ fees
were $1481, making $553). The aggregate
disposed of for cash and bouaty serip and
homesteads was 356,000 acres, and the cash
received $7483.

So you perceive, Mr. President, that the
amount of business done in the Louisiana
land districts, for which we pay thesa
thousands of dollars per year, iz not nearly
great enough to pay the expenses of the
oflices. We do not nearly get each enough
out of the public land system in Louisiana
according to the last report to pay the ex-
penses of running it, Of course, as to
homectteads, that onght not to be consider-
ed. We have provided by law that the
homestead settiers shall be eutitled to locate,
and there shall bo_land offices where they
can, and we ought to pay that expeuse.
That ought to be takén into consideration,
of course; but when you come to the
business of disposing of the public landa
by sale in that State, as I supposed, prac-
tically is mothing at all. All that there
is left of it is the homestead entries. What
is the quantity of public lands in Louisiana
I do not know; perhaps the Senator from
Louisiana can tell me in round numbers?

Mre. Sargent—I have been ia favor for
several years of closing the business of our
Florida and Louisiana land oflices, I agree
with the Senator tbat it is unprofitable.
* * * = - - B » *

Mr. West—The Senator from Vermont
has cited the mecager business that is done
in the land oflices 1n Louisiana 2s a reason
why appropriations in that direction should
cease, at the same time admitting that the
laws with reference to homesteads ara of
that character to make itincumbent that
the government should be represented and
have land offices open to afford fagilitias to
cottlers, Well, sir, I might with the sane
propriety quote some one-horse postal road
in the State of Vermont, where we prob-
ably pay £1000 a year for a contract to Carry
the mails and do not get probably $250 in
return. Is not a facility to the Senator and
his constituents eftected! Isitnota facility
that the law accords? And that he shonld
rise here in his place and eay there is no
necessity for this thing is strange. Let
Lim eazry ont his duetrines through all the
service; let u3 aholish the post roads un-
less they pay; let us abolish all the service
of the government wunlees there is some
equivalent return in dollars and cents. The
return is in the general benefit that acerues
to the community, and in my State, partica-
larly there is a division, as 1 stuted | before,
gdng on between the United States and
the State, and it is with that view that we
should bave this money appropriated. A
year more, or two_years more, will enable
us to conclude the Lusiness of the land
offices there, and then you will bs bothered
;‘;‘:‘" with appropriations nor deficien-

Mr, Edmunds—One single word and I
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The Sulcide in St. Louls.

The following is from the St. Lounis Times
of the second instant: 2

About half’ sg o’clock ni:ﬁd.',
morping Miss 303 com: sui-
cide byﬂumplng from the fifth story of the
building occupied by Mesers. Stemmme &
Sanders, tarpaulin dealers, corner of Levee
and Elm streets. Miss Daron had lately
arrived in this conntry from France, where
she had been discharging the daties of gov-
erness. On her arrivai at New Orleans:
she made strenuous exertions to secure em-

loyment, and was on the eve of sceing her
Eopea realized when the flood barst upon:
the people of the South and overspread the
country with such gloomy apprehensions
that the less important engagewents of the
moment gave way to the more vital con-
siderations of private interest. Another
trial was added to that long list of disap-
pointments ex})erienecd by Miss Daron,
and the only alternative left was to leave
New Orleans and seek somewhere else the
;:pponunixiea which were thus far denied

er.

She arrived in this city April 11, and
immediately drove to the French hotel on
Walnat, kept by J. B. Gailloy. Hero she
remained up to a few minutes previous to
her death. For the first few days she
maintained her accustomed reserve, and
created many friends. She made known
her mission to the lady of the house, say-
ing that she came to St. Louis to engage in
the capacity of governes# She had traveled
through some of the rﬁncipal conntries of
Europe, and being a ld{ of high culture,
was carefal to profit by her observations.

In her efforts to secure a ition here
she unhlp[')ily failed. The ghnst of the-
same yearnings and disappointments which
met her on every side at New Orleans, still
E“"“d her here. From day to day she

ecame more strongly impressed that life to
her had lost that savor which renders it
tolerable. In the absence of friends she
could see no outlet through which she
might eacape from the abyss of misery into
which she had been east. Denied the only
legitimat, of support that might
euable her to fight the battles of the world,
she was impelled between two alternatives
—death or disgrace, and she chose to die.

About six o’'clock yesterday morning she
left the hotel, going in the direction of the
river, for what purpose was shortly after-
ward disclosed. The business houses on the
levee were just opening, and the more in-
diatinet noise of reviving traffic was not yet
lost in the general din. iy

A bleeding womsn in the last agony of
death soon Iay on the sidewalk surrounded
by a few people. Nobod d to know
how ehe came there, and but one man, who
had just lifted her bead in time to witness
her painful end, could give any clue to the
mysterf. This gentleman was Mr. Jules
Lappell, foreman in the establishment of
Messrs. Stemme & Sandere. From him were
ascertained the following particulare:

About nalf-past six be commenced to
open the house, ana baving unlocked the
door, on the Commercial alley side, leading
up narrow stairs, he &meeded to the office,
on the second floor of the building. While
in the act of raising one of the windows, he
heard a step, and, doubtful that the work-
men could get there go early, walked back
to see who the party ‘was, and had gome
only a few steps when he heard a heavy
thud, as thou% a body had struck below.
He imm tely went to one of the front
windows looking out saw the writhing
form s Daron, lying in a pool of
blood. He ran to her assistance, and had
no socner raised her head than she fell back
a corpse. A erowd quickly gathered around,
and one by one turned away as if loath to
lvok upon such a ghastly sight.

Some colored men who were standing at

the wharfboat say that they noticedier
raise the window, and after making some
motion with her hands, thiow herself out.
The body lay close to the wall underneath,
which might sufgesb that there was no
effort in the fall, it being merely a drop.
Leaning against the wall, close to the win-
dow from which she had fallen, stood her
parasol. The money found on’ her was
only two dollars and ninety cente. On
some of her underclothing were the initials
M. D., embroidered in red.
. The height of the fall was sufiicient to
insure instantaneons death. She fell from
the fifth story, and struck on n hard pave-
ment below. The body was removed to
the Chestnut street station, and subse-
quently sent to the county undertakers’,
where an inquest will be held to-day.

On Wednesday, the coroner’s inquest
was held, when the following, awong other
testimony, was elicited:

Mr. John B. Guilloz, proprietor of a res-
taurant and hotel at No. 112 Walnut street,
at whose house the deceased had stopped
since her arrival in the city, was the !Yreat
witness examined. The testimouy of this
witness gave little information concerning
Marie Darran, since her coming, which has
not already been made public in the col-
umns of the Republican.

An examination of the room indicated
that she had slept there the night before
her death. Everything was reported by the
servants to be very much deranged about
the rooms. The trunk key was found on
the trunk. Among her effects there was no
writing of any description by which her
life mxﬁht be traced. Pen, ink and paper
were there, but no written line to throw
light on the past of the unfortunate suicide.

She arrived in this city on the eleventh
dayof April. Stated she came from New
Orleane; took lodgings at the house kept
by the witness, registering her name as
Marrie Darran. She was a native of France,
but what department was not known. She
was certainly from the South; her accent
was not Parisian. She was about thirty-
two {cars of age. Had told witness that she
had been a governess in Europe and had
taught school in New Orleans. He had seen
her nearly every day at the house. Durin
thie whole time he did not know that she h
any employment of any kind. She always
seemed to be in good health and sound mind.

It was unde that she was seeking
a rituation as teacher. She never com-
plained of having suffered reverses, nor
did she seem at any time to labor under
any depression; her dress, conduct and con-
versation was such as became a lady. She
paid her beard with great unctuality,
wore a gold watch and had on I;xcr finger a
diamond ring-brilliants with an emerald in
the middle. She had worn a great many
garments during her stay, which were not
found among her effects after her death.
The watch and the ring were not found.
Ths watch-case was foand in. her trunk,
but the wateh was gone. He raw her for
the last time about seven o’cloek on San-
day evening at supper. At that time she
appeared as usual.

Mark Darenberg, on examination, stated
that he became acquainted, or at least met
the deceased the day or the next day after
she arrived at Guilloz’. This witness lives
on the west side of Fourth street, between
Elm and Myrtle, and boards at Gailloz res-
taurant. He said he saw the initials M. D.
on a handkerchief, but did not know her
name until he saw it in the papere. She

was about thirty years of age. He had a
good many conversations with her. She
bad talked to him about her travels, her
residence in France, Turkey and Russia.
She was a woman of splendid education,
and had evidently had first-class advan-
tages. She spoke elegant French, but with
a atrong Sovthern accent. He was from
Paris, had been well edueated, but had not
heard any one speak such elegant French
in this country. He knew she was not from
Paris, She told him that she had been
a teacher of French in priva‘e families in
Russia and Turkey. Her fatler and mother
are both dead. = She had a brother who was
a priest, who died -in Rome some time ago.
8he came from E-.u-ﬂn to New York, from
thence she went to New Orleans, and trom
théte came to 8t. Louis. She had taughta
while in New Orleans, but times became so
dull that she coneluded to come up here.
He had been somewhat polite and a ive
to her; had ‘walked out several tingl_v.ig

her. ; »
had never complained of any want of funds.
He had supposed her rioh.,-Bué never
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