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I.inhi itjr cl municipal t.orporntiono.
Au impression prevails in sonio «juarters 

that when local audio.itif-», such as those 
of counties and cities, fail to provide, either 
i’rotn inability or neglect, for the payment 
of their moneyed obligations (such as 
bonds) and refuse, when the terms of the 
contract or the law regulating it call for it, 
to raise the money by a tax upon the prop­
erty of the citize.us suhjpct to the same au­
thorities, there is » power in the judicial 
department of the government which can 
he exerted to enforce the imposition and 
collet-lion of a tax upon the property ot the 
«•ifizonr by the use of the machinery of the 
courts—that is to »ay, by the assessment 
ami collection of the tax by the executive 
otlicsrs of the courts without the interven­
tion of tiie regular taxing officers of the 
State, county or city, and without regard to 
tax laws. This impression is, to some ex­
tent, erroneous. Tiie machinery «it the 
courts can only ho put in motion for the 
assessment and collection of a tax in those 
eases where the law iu existence at the time 
of tu  ering into the contract authorizes it 
by express provision.

We have betöre us a late opinion and de. 
créé of the Supreme Court of the United 
States rendered in a case of this character, 
and the time may nor he inopportune to 
give publicity to it. It is a full exposition 
of the law of the equity courts as well as 
the law courts touching this subject. The 
case is entitled Kees vs. city of A\ atertowu, 
decided at the last term of the Supreme 
Court, but not yet reported in the reports 
of Mr. Wallace. We liud it in the Ameri­
can Law Times Reports, volume one, page 
300. and the following arc the facts of the 
case, with estraets from the opinion neces­
sary to an understanding of it.

The plaintitl alleged himself to be the 
owner of certain bonds issued by the city 
of Watertown, in the S 'a teo f Wisconsin, 
to tiie Watertown and Madison Railroad 
Company, and by them sold for their bene­
fit. Judgment was rendered by the United 
States District Court for the amount of the 
bonds, and execution was issued thereupon, 
which was returned unsatisfied, l ’iaintitf 
then procured from said court a peremptory 
writ of mandamus directing the city of 

^Watertown to levy and collect a tax upon 
» h e  taxable property of the city to pay said 
judgments, but before the writ could lie 
served a majority of the members »it the 
city council resigued their offices. Subse­
quently two other writs of mandamus were 
issued, but with a similar result. He alleged 
further that in evading the payment of this 
judgment the city of Watertown had been 
aided by certain acts of the Legislature ol 
the State ol Wisconsin. In these circum­
stances tiie plaintiff tiled a bill in chancery 
asking the aid ot the court to subject the 
tux a'«le property of the city to the payment 
ot his judgment, alleging that the corporate 
authorities aro trustees for the benefit of 
the creditors of the city, und the property 
of the citizens a trust fund for that purpose, 
and that it is the duty of the court to lay 
hold ol the property and cause it to be 
justly applied, and asks that the marshal ot 
the district may be empowered to seize and 
sell so much oi it as may be necessary, and 
to pay over to bint the proceeds of the sale. 
The court, speaking through Mr. Justice 
Hunt, saye:

This case ts free trom the objections 
usual I r made to a recovery upon munici­
pal bonds. It is beyond doubt the bouds 
wt-re issued bv the authority of an act of 
the .State of Wisconsin, aud in the manner 
prescribed by the statute. It is not denied 
that the railroad was built and put in ope­
ration. Upon a class of the delenses inter­
posed in tiie answer anil in tbe argument it 
is not necessary to spend much time. Thus 
it is alleged that the city of Watertown 
contains a population ot but 7ÔÔ3 inhabi­
tants; that the value of it» property is 
assi ssed at but little over $ 1,000.000; that 
the debt of tiie city is $750,000; that it is 
impossible for the city to pay this debt; that 
it «as expected and provided that the rail­
road company would pay the boDds in 
question, but the roads have been foreclosed 
and sold; that, the city has compromised 
and settled a portion of its indebtedness; 
that it has levied the taxes necessary to 
effect such compromise, and that it is ready 
to compromise all outstanding bonds and 
judgments at as high a rate as can he col­
lected of the people of Watertown; that 
till re is no law to compel the retention ol 
office bv aldermen to levy taxes; that the 
plaintiff took his chance of its being volun­
tarily doue, and thaï, not being voluntarily 
done. There is no violation ol iaw.

These theoriesare vicious. They are based 
upon the idea that a refusal to pay an honest 
debt is justifiable, because it would distress 
the debtor to pay it. A voluntary refusal to 
pav au honest «lebt is a high offense in a 
commercial community, and is just cause of 
war between nations. So taras the defense 
rests upon these principles we find no d-.ffi 
cultv in overruling it. ,

There i». however, a grave question or the 
power of the court to grant the reuet asked 
for. We aro ot the opinion that this court 
has not the power to direct a tax to be 
levied lor the pay ment of these .jmigtnems. 
The power to impose burdens aud raise 
money is the highest attribute of sovereign­
ty, aud is exercised, first to raise money lor 
public purposes only; and. second, by the 
pow er of legislative authority only. It is a 
power that has not been extended to the 
judiciary. Especially is ir bevond the power 
of the federal judiciary to assume the place 
of » State in tiie exercise of this authority, 
at once so delicate and so important.

lu rt lation to the corporation betöre ns, 
the objection to the liability of individual 
property lor the payment of a corporate 
debt is presented iu a specific iorui. It is 
of a statutory character. By section mm­
ol the deleudaut's charter it is enacted: 
‘•Nor shall any real or personal property ot 
anv inhabitant of said city, or any indi­
vidual or e iporation, be levied upon or sold 
l,y virtue of any execution issued to sati-iy 
or collect any debt, obligation or contract 
of said city.” . , ,

li the power of taxation is conceded not 
to be applicable, and the powi r ot the court 
is invoked to collect the money, as upon an 
execution to satisfy a contractor obligation 
of the city, this section is diricily appli­
cable, and forbids the proceeding. 1 he 
process <-r order asked tor is in the n «turc 
of an execution: the prnp.utj propa-ed to 
he sold is that of an inhabitant et th« cit.v ; 
the purpose to which it is to l«.- applied is 
th« satisfaction of a dein of th i i ». Iho 
propose«, remedy is in «lircrt vioî.-tion »•! a 
statue tu existence wle-n thodebT w h s  in­
curred. and mad«" tmiwn to the i-r«-dit«ir 
with the same solemnity as tie- statu'«- 
which gave power to contract the d»-t«t. Ail 
laws in existence when the centract i» made 
are necessarily referrt «1 to iu it. and form a 
p,rt of the measure of : lie. obligation of the 
one par:r and of the right acquired by the 
other. Coob-v's Constitutional Limit.»;« ms. 
285. * ’ * *

The proceeding supposed wouM _ viola;* 
that lundanmntal principle contain«-«! in 
chapter twenty nine ot th* Magna Cu .r. a, 
aud embodied in the constitution .«t ti e 
United States, that no man shall tie de­
prived of his property without due prove-» 
ot law; that is, he must be served with 
notice of the proceeding and nave a da> in 
court to make his deteuse. AA . su-r.elt »*. 
Greig, 12 N. Y., 209. * . * * .

Again, in the case ot Em erv y» G itnan, 
10 Cal., 408, it is said: “ The inhabitants of 
A county see constantly changing those

who contributed to the «lebt m a y  bo non­
residents upon the recovery of the judgment 
or the levy of the execution. 1 hose who 
oppose the creation of the liability maybe 
subjected to its payment, while those by 
whose fault the bunten bas been imposed, 
may be entirely relieved of responsibility.^

It is conceded that there is no chancery 
jurisdiction where there is an adequate 
remedy at law. The writ ot mandamus is. 
no doubt, the regular remedy in «a case like 
the present, and ordiuaiily it is adiquate. 
and its results are, satisfactory. The plain­
tiff' alleges, however, iu the present case 
that he has issue«! such a writ on three uti­
le rent occasions; that by means oi the aid 
afforded by the Legislature aud by the de­
vices and contrivances set forth in the bill, 
the writs have been fruitless; that, in fact, 
they afford him no remedy. The remedy is, 
in law and in theory, adtouate and perU-et. 
The difficulty is in its execution only, ia e  
want ot a remedy and the inability to ob­
tain ihe fruits of a remedy are quite dis­
tinct, and yet they ate confounded in the 
present proceeding. .

Enteitainiug the opinion that the plaintiff 
has been unreasonably obstructed in the 
pursuit of his legal remedies, we should be 
«piite willing to give him the aid requested 
if the law permitted it. We can not, how­
ever, find authority for so doing, ami we 
acquiesce in the conclusion of the court 
below that the bill must be «li-uuisspd.

We believe there is no law in exist­
ence iu Louisiana which authorizes the 
courts to levy and collect a tax upon the 
property ot the citizens in cases where the 
local authorities of the parishes or cities 
fail to discharge their bonded indebtedness- 
The power of taxation in Louisiana is ex 
clusively a legislative power. The «lepart- 
m entof the judiciary can not exercise it 
fa this respect our law is similar to that of 
the State of Wisconsin according to which 
the case above referred to was decided,

_ QUILLET.

T h e  C ity  A l io r n c y .

The new Administrators of our city gov­
ernment appear to have inadvertently com­
mitted a  slight error. At their adjourned 
meeting yesterday the resignation of George 
S. Lacey, E-q , the City Attorney, was re­
ceived and accepted, and Mr. II. F. Jonas 
elected. This office is not «me created by 
the Council. That body only fixes the 
salary. The office is created and the duties 
defined by an act of the Legislature, ap 
proved March 16.1870, and generally known 
as the city charter. The Council may crea te 
an assistant to him if it chooses, but that 
is all.

The resignation of Mr. Lacey made 
vacancy. The City Council has no power 
to fill it. Nevertheless, it presumed to do 
so by its unanimous voice. At almost tbe 
same time the Governor, who alone had 
any authority in the premises, issued 
commission to II. II. Wal-h, Esq,, our late 
assistant city attorney, aud tiie appoint­
ment was accepted.

It is to be regretted that tbe action of the 
Council was so hasty, but the matter can 
be easily arranged by a  motion to reeou 
eider. ________

K n ig h t*  T e m p la r  N o te* .

Rut little is left io be s lid of the Kni ght 
Templar, as but few of them are left hen- 
other than our owu. Providence has cer­
tainly smiled on the Grand Encampment 
and furnished it with the best weather the 
season afforded. A few lu.urs since and 
the streets w«-re alive with plumed and 
stirring men. and filled with music and 
marching columns Last night was silence 
and darkness; the pattering rain added to 
the gloom, and made sadder still the reac­
tion which comes from unusual pleasure. 
So many farewells have seldom been spoken 
in a day as yesterday, and they were from 
the heart heartily.

The Grand Encampment mad* short 
work at its session j este rd,ly morning. A 
little routine business was transacted, and 
the encampment adjourned for three years, 
to meet again at Cleveland, Ohio.

T h e  Life o f  C a p ta in  Fry»

We have been shown specimen pages of 
the life of our Captain Joseph Fry, the 
Cuban martyr, short'v to b» issued by the 
publishing bouse of J- B. Burr, of Hart­
ford, Connecticut. This memoir is the 
work of Air» Jesnie Mort Walker, of New 
Orleans, and is undertaken for the benefit 
of the widow and orphans of Captain Fry. 
The bonk is to be «>ne of nearly 600 pages, 
finely illustrated, ami in preparing The text 
the authoress has availed h--r elf of all the 
personal recollections of friends, private 
correspondence an«! authentic official docu­
ments that could be obtained to make the 
work complete. The book is to be sold by 
subscription *«n!y. a’ $3 per copy.

T h e  t lih e r n in n s ’ H ull.

On Saturday evening, the nineteenth of 
De cember. will be gi*en the first ball at 
the new St. Patrick's Hall on C««tnp street. 
It will he a grand dress, fancy «Irres, mas 
qur-rade and «-alien hail, anjt it i» to he 
given by the Ancient Order««! Hibernians, a 
society benev««lent in purpose an«I deed, 
and composed of young men who l-.n««w 
how to get up an entertainment ami enjoy 
it. and have the faculty «if making «»thers 
at ease and happy in their society.

A p p o in tm en ts ,

Thomas McCormack l.as hem appointed 
police jutlge at C.irr«-llton in place of Judge 
A G. Brice, who was appointed «lisfriet at­
torney in place of th<- tat« Major ’/. McKay.

Elegant F ckmtere at Aittion.—We 
refer our many readers to the advertise­
ments in another c.«!umn of this inoi-ui'ig's 
paper «1 1 «rr* ami extensiv«* fiunitnre sides 
by Messr«. N i.-h A Hodgson, auctioneers. 
P.iiti«-s in senu-h « • furniture w««uld «!-• well 
to read the pat neu1 r~.

T h e  U etu rn in «  B o a rd .

The board met yesterday and was called 
to order by Governor Wells at eleven 
o'clock. All the members being (»resent 
the minutes of the previous day were read 
and adopted.

Mr. Arroyo arose to make a correction. 
He said:

My attention lias been called to the report 
of the proceedings of the board in the 
Rei-lblican of this morning, and although 
I aui satisfied that the reporter entertains 
.lie kindliest feelings toward me, he has 
done me an injustice iu his report of ray re­
marks in allusion to the Bulletin. I have 
been made to say something that 1 did not 
give expression to.

A M V a c a n t  R i:A t E s t a t e  a t  

t h e  S h e r i f f . W «r«« ic- 
I p u b d c  o  t .  t i t  ». t h e  * «!•■» 

In- made TaoiM * «î no *n. 
an * mol Auen '«(♦•>•:»' Ex 
«or.<t. by th«« i t I sheriff 

ol OneAti* Jv*i«l *;«!«-» com

•h«* buiMing» 
■ a H •• F.rst 
ad »•:«-«•», be

. in . wiih the 
<h 8 x  i D s- 

C a-cx. Jena,

iMI’KOVr i 
A u c t i o n  l:

«jip-sted ««> î 

at auction 
at th* »1«-1 

change. K : 
of the pari«- 
pri-e;

1. Two b«ts « f  gn nt"l wi’h 
and impnivetiu nt» them*!«.
Distric t of tin» ciiy, « n B • 
tween Banks an* P.i:io.-'i.* sti

2 . A «• r  a ie  t«]fi.«re «-t a t-

tra-t ««I th »«-iTy, hounded I 
Dryad.» aim St. D« t.ix street»

3. A «ertiiir» pi«-««- or pe':Ti«-ti«f ground,
tog’ ther ui I« rite ! uibiinç» ,->«! u p ove- 
m-'Uf» tteienu. lu • 1 ilU<i D sui* ot
this «-ity. tion iug «•«. E xsim« Field*, St. 
John »lie B j««i»T ..!.« Fniubm en utre. U.

For lull particular» ami m u» «ce nd-
m ti*eiueuU

What I meant to say, if I did not, was 
that whether or not the Bulletin was the 
exponent of the Democratic party, I was 
nor, by praise or condemnation or anything 
it said, to be deterred ia my course on the 
board. I never meant any disresp-ct to 
the Bulletin or any other paper, Democratic 
or Republican, and 1 have been misrepre­
sented, 1 am confident, unintentionally.

The board was about to proceed with the 
canvass of the returns from the parish of 
Natchitoches, when Governor Wells asked 
to have the following opinion of the acting 
Attorney General read:

N e w  O r l e a n s ,  December 2.1871.
H ua. J. M :i't:son W ells , t'lia irm a n  B oard  o f  R e tu rn ­

in g  o iflee r s:

I have the honor to acknowledge the re­
ceipt of your communication of yesterday 
(the tirst'iustaut), asking my opinion upou 
the matter of the returns of an election tor 
judge and district attorney for the Seventh 
Judicial District, com; ose«l of the parishes 
of Natchitoches, Sabine, De Soto and Red 
River. You call my attention to the fact 
that the Governor iu his proclamation for 
the general election did not order an elec­
tion for these offices.

There is authority for the opiuion that 
where the constitution fixes the year for 
eleciion ot judicial officers, say every fourth 
year, no judge can be voted for except at 
that time. 1 presume the Governor, acting 
upon this opinion, omitted advi-ediy to in­
clude in his call the election for judge aud 
district attorney aforesaid.

It would seem to me, however, that the 
board should canvass the votes cast for the 
officers so voted for, with the view of trans­
mitting such record to the executive.

No official promulgation, however, should 
be made, unless upou judicial authority. 

Respectfully, H. C. DIBBLE,
Acting Attorney General.

It was ordered to be tiled.
Colonel Lowell handed in a portion of 

the testimony sustaining the validity of the 
returns from the parish of Carroll and de­
fending Mr. Benimm against the charges of 
having “doctored” and altered them so as 
to defeat Gla and return himself a member 
of the Senate from the seventeenth senato­
rial district. In handing in this testimony 
Colonel Lowell called the attention of re­
porters to it. in order that they might have 
an opportunity of presenting both sides of 
the Carroll case. As the testimony pre­
sented against Mr. Benham and bis claims 
to a seat in th* Senate lu.d been given by 
the newspapers and extensively commented 
upon he thought it but just that the other 
side should lie heard.

Ten affidavits were submitted by Colonel 
Lowell, and are of the following import.

F. A Wooltley certifies to the personnel of 
the supervisor of election in Carroll parish.

Mrs. F. Pidert testifies that T. S. Bouton 
called at No. 150 Jackson street on the eve. 
niog of November 10; that Mr. Benham was 
at the time in the front room with Mr. 
Riley, of Morehouse; that this was the only 
time Mr. Benham was engaged with any 
gentietuan writing at her hwuse.

8. Austin testifies to the vote of the parish 
for Senator.

Nelson Blackwell testifies to the vote in 
tbe third war;;

Richard howler testifies to fin* vote iu lit* 
first ward.

Joseph Carter testifies to tbe vota in tbe 
second ward

S. T. Austin, Jr., testifies that R. M. Bag- 
ley signed the returns iu dark ink.

D. M. Benham testifies that all the data 
W. A. Blount had of the election in Carroll 
was the votes cast for Moncure and Spencer.

Carrie T Benham testifies that Mr. Riley, 
of Morehouse, was the only caller Mr. lieu- 
ham hail at No. 159 Jackson street on the 
evening of November 10, and that no elec­
tion returns of Carroll parish had ever been 
in that bouse.

F. Schultz testifies that Mr. Riley, of 
Morehouse, and Mr. Benham, of Carroll, 
called at the Auditor's office November 11 
and left a bundle of paper to be deposited 
in th* r «ult, and it was turned over on the 
twentieth.

Colonel Lowell asked if it was the unib-r- 
standing of the board-that all testimony in 
the Carroll case wa» to be handed in to-day 
(Saturday), and upon Governor Wells an­
swering “yes.” Counselor Chester inter 
posed an «>!j ction, saying it might be 
necessary for Mr Gla's counsel to offer re­
butting testimony.

Governor Wells expressed the opinion 
that the board would give all parties a 
bearing in the case.

The returns trom Natchitoches wereThen 
taken up and canvassed. This is a parish 
that in a free and fair election, such as the 
law guarantees, the Republican» would 
poll a» I east 1000 majority; but the reign oi 
terror inaugurated throughout Northern 
Louisiana last spring, and kept up until 
after the election, has cut down this major­
ity to about tw enty six. While this is suf­
ficient to prevent a defeat of the Republican 
ticket in that parish, sn laf as parish offi­
cer» and members of th* Legislatur« are 
concerned, yet it must he remembered that 
this reduction <«f the Republican majority 
in that parish, by means of intimidation, 
seriously acts against Mr. George L Smith, 
the Republican candidate for re-election to 
Congress from the the fourth congressional 
«ii-tiict, and Mr. Dubuclet. the Republican 
candidate f«>r State Treasurer.

The canvass ol the returns of this parish 
disclos««l many it regularities, making it 
very app:ir«-nt that the board will have to 
give much careful att« ntion aud time to 
enable it to at rive at a just canvass and 
c«i'ii|iil«-iuent of the same

In canvassing the return* of poll one, 
ward five. Mr. Cavanac « ailed the attention 
of »he board t„ tiie fact that Mr J. Ernest 
Br,«ta, caD«li«!aTe for parish judge, is ac­
credited with five more votes on the tally 
list than tLerc were name« on the list of 
Voters.

Tue error was corrected by the board.
It appears tha' tLe elefttiun is very cla-e 

between Mr. B reda a id  »is opp nent for 
that « Hie*, thereby ren«lering a Very care­
ful canvas* «f t ie  tetorus n • -ssary. It 
»Iso a;>pears that in consequence of some 
inn «Finalities iu tbe returns from poll nine, 
the supervisor o f election in the p««ri-,h of 
Natchitoches, P W. Holme«, did not rm_ 
brace Mid returns is  bis Mtasolidated state­

ment. He advises the board of that tact in 
order that it may determine what shall be 
done with said returns.

The board concluded to canvass tbe re­
turns from poll nine, notwithstanding the 
objection of Supervisor Holmes to the in­
formality in the list of voters, the board 
t aking the tally sheet aud the statement of 
v otes as sufficient authority to authorize it 
to canvass the returns from the poll in 
question; and if tho board should finally 
conclude to have the returns from poll nine 
compiled, the parish of Natchitoches will 
be cartied for a portion of the Republican 
ticket by a majority of about twenty-six 
votes.

Before the canvass of the returns of this 
parish was completed Counselor M. J. 
Cunningham, of Natchitoches, give notice 
t hat he would enter a protest against the 
compilement of returns of certain polls in 
that parish.

When the board had finished the canvass 
of the n-turns from Natchitoches it agreed 
that time should be allowed counsel making 
protests to examine papers in possession of 
the board.

On suggestion of Colonel Lowell the 
board resolved to request the chief super­
visor of this district, Colonel Woolfley, clerk 
of the United States District Court in this 
city, to furnish the board with copies of all 
statements in regard to the lato election in 
this State made by the Uuited State* super 
visors of election. lie  said a great deal 
bad been said in regard to these statements, 
and thought it would be well, for the in 
formation of the board and the public, to 
have them.

Tho board then took a recess until six 
o'clock in the evening.

The board met last evening and canv assed 
the returns from Ouachita and Pointe Cou 
pee parishes.

In Ouachita parish Dubuclot received, for 
State Treasurer, 1694 votes, and Moncure 
766. Dubuclet’s majority, 928. The re­
turns were regular in this parish, and no 
protests were entered against them.

In Pointe Coupee parish Dubuclet re­
ceived 2051 votes, and Moncure 640. Dubu­
clet’s majority, 1411. There were no pro­
tests against the returns from this parish.

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the board 
at half-past nine o'clock, adjourned until 
Monday at eleven o'clock.

Tbe next parishes in order for can vass 
aro Rapides, Richland and Red River.

BY T E L E G R A P H .
W A S H I N O T O N .

M ix e d ,

Vicksburg has Lad a “glorious nprisiDg” 
of the people. A crowd met at the theatre, 
a crowd calling themselves taxpayers, 
w Lieh probably moans tax resisters, and 
passed resolutions to demand tho resigna­
tion of the county officials. The resigna- 
t ions did not come in rapidly, and the 
crowd went out office hunting. Such offi­
cers as were found reeigned, aud one of the 
crowd was designated to take charge of 
the sheriff's office, which he did, placing a 
guard around the courthouse. Vicksburg 
went Democratic last summer, and is “color 
line” all through. There is no need for 
1 aw and courts and sheriffs there; “the 
people" aro running the machin*, and prob­
ably run it to tbeir own satisfaction.

The motive for noticing this broil at the 
present time is to vindicate New Otleans. 
The Vicksburg revolution occured on the 
second instant, and tho telegraph men 
played sad havoc in transmitting the news. 
Three St. Louis papt rs locate the uprising 
in as many different places. Tho Globe 
fastens it on to Vicksburg where it belongs. 
The dispatch to the Times is dated at Mobile, 
aud that innocent city is made to suffer. 
Th© Xejsubliean, which is Republican only 
in name, has the news from New Orleans, 
and under the heading “Louisiana," informs 
its readers that the people of New Orleans 
met at » theatre, and afterwards put the 
sheriff out o f office. How basely are wo 
slandered’ Such reports going abroad in- 

jure a city commercially. We are a peace, 
iu l and law-abiding people, we are, and 
bave no taxpayers—at least none who 
would take tho law into their own hands 
after the manner of the «lramatio per­
formance at the Vicksburg theatre.

The cap of the climax, tho Chicago Times, 
of the third instant, treats the matter 
editorially, and this is the way Chicago 
looks at us:

The taxpayers of New Orleans held a 
meeting yesterday ut which they invited 
th* «ifficers recently eb-efed to resign. The 
reason was that th« ««ffieer» had not filed 
any bond lor the faithful performance of 
their duty. The sheriff' anil one of the 
magistrates—all tbe ««Dicers pointed out 
who could he foui’d—deemed it expedient 
to resien. anil «lid so. Other officers who 
have not complied with the law will be 
called upon by a citiz«-u»’ committee, and 
will probably throw up their hands to avoid 
trouble.

If the Times editor bad reflected be would 
have been convinced *«f the absurdity of 
fastening such a  tumultuous story u p o n  us; 
but the telegram read “ New Orleans,” and 
the fatal mistake of trusting to the Asso­
ciated Press dispatches is made. Such 
blunders call for reform; and this city is 
greatly interested in the matter.

P e r s o n a l,

Among those who registered at tbe St. 
Charles Hotel yesterday, was Colonel S. B. 
Holabird, deputy «luartermaster general, 
United States army. The colonel lias been 
for a I«»ng time stationed at San Antoni*«, 
Texas. Iu other days he was an important 
personage in conducting ttrmy affairs in tiie 
Department of the Gulf, and he has many 
watm personal friends here.

Mr. Robert E. Rivers, who wa* seriously 
injured by the fall of his horse, while riding 
in the procession on Friday, i* still suffer­
ing from his bruise. Hi» ankle is badly 
sprained, and the prospect is that he will 
be confined to his room for some weeks.

A d  I tem  ta r  O ur D e te c t iv e s .

A special dispatch from Nashville. Ten­
nessee. December 2. tu th« Louisville 
Courier-Journal, says:

Last Thursday night xn eld gentleman 
named G. J. Hopkins, of Giles county, was 
roped iuto a gambling hell by three “sports” 
named Trailer, D um  and Kittrell, and 
plaved out of stamps to the amount of 
I104U. Hopkins hail the sportive trio 
arrested and arraigned before a magistrate, 
and the investigation was postponed until 
Saturday. Before the hour had arrived for 
the trial they compromised the matter by 
paying Hopkins |550 of the money and all 
costs, lawyers’ fees included. Saturday 
night they left for New Orleans. On reach 
ing Pulaski they were taken off the train 
by a crowd of citizens, and were abou-1« 
be re-tried, but escaped this second ordeal 
After they hod been tnrned loose they were 
again beset, but were not banned. Tney 
were finally allowed to qnietly proceed on 

! their way to the Creecent City.

L e tte r  C a r r ie r» .
Washington. Deot nilier 5.—Postmaster 

General .Jewell forbids letter carriers to 
(«licit gilts by New Year's address or other­

wise.
I l le g a l  (.rnn<l J u r y .

The court in general term decided that 
the grand jury which indicted Harrington 
ami others lor sale burglary was illegal, 
and quashed the indictments. This decision 
ir is understooil relieves Harrington and 
thos«* indicted with liim from further trouble.

TUe P rim ers*  T o u rn a m e n t.
The printers’ tournament, being a contest 

in type setting, took place to-day, with the 
following result:

There were ««ight entries in th* first class; 
the type nonpariel; time three hours. The 
iri/.o, a solid gold composing stick, wits w on 
«V S. N. P>enneiman. who set 5070ems; R A. 

McLean, second prize, solid silver compos­
ing stick, full newspaper size, who set 4998 
ems; W. W. McCullum third prize, Mena- 
min's Encyclopedia <>f Printing, 4720 ems.

Second Class—Time, one hour and thirty 
minutes. W. W. Maloney, silver compos 
ing stick, newspaper size, 2278 ems, and 
Frank A. McGill. German silver composing 
stick, full size, 2251 tins.

Long Primer C lass—Time, one hour and 
half. J. R. McBride, first prize, solid 

gold composing stick, breast pin size, 2128 
ems. G. J. 8. Hunnioutt, American Ency­
clopedia of Printing, 2037 ems. H. II. 
Tarleton, a thermometer, 1988 ems.

The tournament took place in the Repub­
lican office. The decision was iu accord­
ance with tho rules previously established, 
and none were present except the judges, 
referee and prouf readers. The tourna­
ment waB closed with a banquet to-night. 
J u d g e  D n r e ll’» I{e» ig n n li« n  nnd th e  Can»

d id a te»  fu r th e  F in e r .
Durcll’s resignation is not accepted. It is 

stated in judiciary circles that the résigna 
tion will not relieve him from impeachment 
proceedings by the House, unless accepted. 
Among the prominent applicants for the 
succession are Billings, Sheldon, Hawkins, 
Lacey, Parilee and Walker Fearn. It is 
stated the resignation has not yet formally 
reached the Attorney General’s office, where 
the routiue of office requires it to go before 
Judge Durell will be released from his 
luuctions and responsibilities.

T h e  £ o u th e r n  P a r lfic .
On Monday, or soon tliereatter, Repre­

sentative Houghton, of California, will in­
troduce in the House of Representatives a 
bill to aid the construction of tbe Southern 
Pacific railroad, which has been prepared 
by tbe parties directly interested. A copy 
of the bill will also be introduced in the 
Senate.

The preamble recites that tho Texas and 
Pacific Railway Company has been hereto­
fore authorized to construct, lurnish, main­
tain and enjoy a continuous railroad and 
telegraph lino, with the appurtenances, 
from a point at or near Marshall, in the 
State of Texas, to the ship canal in the Bay 
of San Diego, along or near the thirty- 
second parallel of latitude, and that the 
Atlantic and Pacific railroad has been au­
thorized to construct, furnish, maintain 
and enjoy a continuous railroad and 
telegraph line, with the appurtenances, 
from tho town of Springfield, .Mis 
souri, along or near the thirty-fifth 
parallel of latitude by tho most practicable 
route to the Pacific ocean, und further re­
cite the condition of these roads at the 
»r« sent time, showing that the Texas and 
.»aciiic Company lias 325 miles of road 

completed, and tho Atlantic and Pacific 
Company has 368 miles of road in opera­
tion, and that the government has reserved 
tho alternate sections of public lauds on 
each side of both lines ot roads, in accord­
ance witli their congressional land grants, 
through to the Pacific coast.

The preamble also asserts that tho inter­
ests of the country will bo promoted by a 
connection of these roads so as to secure 
tho completion of a Southern line to ,lio 
Pacific, and restore to tho government 
about thirty million acres of land heretofore 
granted to the companies. The bill there­
fore nroposes to authorizo tho Atlantic aud 
Pacific Railroad Company to extend its 
road southwestwcrlv to a point of junction 
■with the Texas and Pacific railroad, 
not further west than the hundred and fourth 
meridian, and the two companies shall 
together enjoy all the benefits acquir­
ed by their original charters except that 
the land grant shall not bo duplicated. 
Both lines from the j'irction east shall be 
rut on an exact equality as to all consigned 
rusiness over the main trirak line. The 
Texas and Pacific Company is also author­
ized to acquire by purchase, consolidation 
or otherwise, tbe property and franchise of 
any other corporation now authorized to 
construct a railway over any part of tho 
route from the Colorado river to San Fran­
cisco. The bill requires, on pain 
of forfeiture of franchise, that the 
Texas and Pacific railroad shall be 
put in operation trom its eastern terminus 
to the point of junction within three years, 
and the Atlantic and Pacific within six 
years from the passage of this act, aud that 
the main trunk line shall bo put in opera­
tion to the Pacific coast within six years 
from tho enactment of this bill.

The bill further provides that the gov­
ernment shall guarantee the payment of the 
interest on yearly five percent bonds to be 
issued by the respective companies to the 
amount of $10.000 per mile of road cm  
structed, ami acquired and equipped by 
each as aforesaid, but tho amount of $5000 
per mile of these l«>niis shall be retained in 
the United State* Treasury to be sold if 
necessary to make up the amounts to be 
deposited as hereinafter provided lor the 
payment of tho guaranteed interest. The 
bill proposes to secure tho government 
against Io b s  and insure the prompt payment 
of the interest on the bonds and the crea­
tion of a sinking fund to discharge the 
principal at maturity by the execution 
of a first mortgage to the government by 
each company on all ns property and fran­
chises, anil by paying into the Treasury the 
entire proceeds oi' sales of lands granted by 
Congress all amounts earned tor govern­
ment transportation of any kind; and such 
amounts from the net earnings of the roads 
as may be necessary to make up any <leti- 
ciency on its interest and sinking fund 
accounts not thus provided for. The bill 
finally provides for a similar extension of 
government credit to the New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge ami Vicksburg Railroad Com­
pany, and the Vicksburg, Shreveport ami 
Texas Railroad Company, to enable them, 
respectively, to construct lines between 
Shreveport and New Orleans, and Shreve­
port and Vicksburg.

General declares Walker Fearn «’ill not ha 
appointed successor to Judgo Dur«-’!!, *«i 
Louisiana.

T h e  LonffHhorem etik
At the Longshoremen convention this eve- 

Ding it was stated that Walsh Brothers, em­
ploying stevedores, hail inserted advertise« 
monte in Boston and Chicago papers ««fferinj; 
advantageous wages to men from those cities 
to supply places to Those art stnk*«, and 4  
resolution was passe«! instructing the stcrc- 
*ary oi the meeting to insert «.‘«unter adver- 
isements warning men in those place* 
hat th* longshoremen were on strike amt 

asking them not toromply with said notice.

N E W  Y O R K .

I la v r in r y e r ’a F u n e r a l .
New- York, Decembers.—All th* public, 

buildings, and many ««ther buildings, have 
their tisgs at half mast in honor of May 
Havemeycr, whose funeral takes place this 
afternoon.

Clrillin a n d  W o a d h u ll A r r e s te d .
Tennie C. Chilli« ami Mrs. Woodholl w 

arrested this morning at the iustan«:e 
Mrs. Freeman, on the charge that their bail 
was not up in The suit she had against them. 
It being shown that their hail had been duly 
furnisb«;d, the charge was dismissed, 

f la n k  M tatem en u
Tli* following is th* bank »tatetneiif : 

Loans increased $3,875,000; specie de­
creased $2,900,000; l e g a l  tenders decreased 
$3,000,000; leeerves decreased $5,125,000.

I ’e r n o n u t .

President Grant, Postmaster General 
Jewell, Senator Conkling and Henry Ward 
Beecher have accepted invitations to at 
tend the anniversary dinner of the New 
England Society, December 22.

Rev. M. Postlethwait, lately rector of the 
Church of the Intercession, Washington 
Heights, bas formally retired from the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and entered 
Bishop Cummins’ church.

Mr. W alker Fearn net W anted.
I A  Washington special says tbe Attorney

FOREIGN.

Exelteuirnt In th© ltcirli»tnat-~llt»rnim-k*a 
fkprreh.

Berlin*. December 5.—In the Reichstag 
- day a letter from the Chancellor el the 

smpire. Prince Bismarck, was read. It an­
nounces in the name o f the Emperor, ami 
in at-c.-i «lance with the decision of th«j 
Feder.;! Council, that tho sum for the main- , 

natoT of the Gorman legation to tha 
Y’uti« ,,n is struck out of the budget.

The deputies from Alsace and Lorraiua 
sent a written notice to tbe president of tha 
Chamber that in view of the condition of 
their country they ean not serve on th* 
committee of ihe Alsace-Lorraine budget 
and loan bill. Both communications worn 
referred to the committee.

In the course of tho debate on the esti­
mates for committees ot the Federal Coun­
cil, Herr Jocrai, one of the Bavarian depu­
ties, and a member of the clerical party, 
made a vehement and bitter attack on Bis­
marck’s foreign policy. He remarked that 
in consequence ot' Russia holding aloof tha 
Chancellor had made a fiasco o f his attempt 
at intervention in Spain. Ha wished til 
know whether the committee of the Federal » 
Council, which, according to the constitu­
tion, existed lor the consideration of ques­
tions of foreign policy, performed auy func­
tions.

Prince Bismarck replied that all import­
ant diplomatic dispatches were communi­
cated to the committee, which met when­
ever summoned by the President. Nothing 
was concealed from auy of the federal gov­
ernment. He emphatically repelled tha 
insinuation that federal "representative» 
did not adequately protect the rights o f  
various States. There had never beeil 
any ida o f intervening iu the affuirs of 
Spain. When apprised of the murder of 
Schmidt, he said to himself such a thing 
would not have hapi«eued to a British, 
French or American citizen. He remember­
ed the humiliations formerly imposed on 
Germans and considered tho time had 
arrived to avenge such wrongs. The only 
way of helping Spain was to recogoiza 
those elements in the country which were 
disposed to restore public order. Russia 
was less uffucted by Spanish concerns than 
Germany. Ho respected the decision of 
Russia as a power with which Germany 
had lived on intimate terms of friendship 
for a century. “If,” continued Bismarck, 
“your darts are directed agaiust that friend­
ship, they will miss their aim. I can quietly 
hear tho charge of fiasco.”

Referring to the assertion of Joerm. that 
Kullmann was a madman, Bismarck re­
plied: “He was not a madman. You don't 
want to have anything in common with 
Kullmann; that I comprehend; but he cliugs 
tightly to your coat tails. I asked Kull­
mann why he attempted to kill me; ho 
answered on account of the church laws, 
and because you injure my party. I asked 
which party; and he replied, the Centre or 
Ultramontanes.” Alluding to Kullmann» 
who confessed lie attempted his assassina­
tion iu the interest of his church, address­
ing the I'ltrumontanes, he said: “You may 
thrust Kullatauu away; be nevertheless 
belongs to you.”

Here the House burst into clieers, which 
were loud and long continued. When this 
applause subsided cries of “ptui” were heard 
from the Ultramontane benches. The Presi­
dent declared tho exclamations unparlia­
mentary. Bismarck said: “I liar e no right 
to censure such a exclamations. ‘Pfui’ is 
an expression ol disgust and contempt. I 
myself am no stranger to these feelings, but 
I hope I am too polite to so express them.'” 

Windhorst (Ultramontane), rose anil said 
that in his speech from tbe balcony in Kis- 
sengen. alt« r Kallmann's attempt, Bismark 
gave the signal tor the attack of the center, 
aud it was wrong to incite one party against 
another, They were drifting without that 
towards war.

Bismark repelled the accusation; h« 
pointed to the continued incitement iu the- 
Ultramontane press to events to lead to the 
attempt of Kullmann on his life and added, 

Were I to believe half of what Ultra­
montane papers say against me, who know» 
what I should do.”

Lasker declared Windhorst’s remarks 
about inciting to war unworthy of a repre« 
eentativo of the people. The President 
called Laskar to order.

It is reported the deputies from Alsace 
and Lorraine were so incensed at Bismarck's 
speech of the thirtieth ultimo that they 
threatened to withdraw from the Reichstag 
and quit Berlin, but their friends remon­
strated with aud induced them to stay.

The Reichstag was to day engaged in a 
«liseussion upon the estimates of the foreign 
office. Ultramontane Deputy Windhorst 
spoke at length. Ho assailed the govern­
ment for suppressing the lcgati««n at th© 
Vatican, ami declared tjiat Mich action 
would not estrange German Catholics trom 
the Pope.

Bismarck als«» spoke. He sai«l That Upoit 
reading the report of the tant debate in tint 
Chamber he discovered that he had ex- 
iressed conciliatory sentiments, wliicf* 
te rmi-t now withdraw, because he «in* 

not desire to expose himself to mis­
representation that the imperial govern­
ment sought peace with Rome upon any 
Terms. Germany recognized the Pope as th* 
head of the Catholic Church, but required 
no legation at the Vatican. If negotiations 
with the Pope are necessary, they «• in b« 
conducted through the ambassador to Italy,
So long as the Pone urged the Catholk» 
clergy to break the laws of Stales in wlticli 
they live.diplomatic relations in-tween him­
self and Germany were useless. The Vatican 
desired victory for France in the late war. 
That could be proved. In conclusion Bis­
marck said he would meet Windhorst itf 
discussion on the subject again in the Prus­
sian Diet.

Governor o f  Frejee,
London, December 5 .-S ir Arthur tier  

don lias been appointed Governor »>!' tjyo 
Feejee Islands.

E x c ite m e n t in  B er lin .
Th* Daily Aicim correspondent in Titrlia 

telegraphs that the debate in tbe Kelt hstag 
continued until a late hour, amid scenes of 
great excitement. The evening papers is* 
euetl editions, a sign of unusual enterprise, 
giving reports of tho proceedings down t<J 
tho adjournment.

Congratulation»,
A deputation of Roman Catholic fadi«A 

from England has arrived in Munster. They 
no«; to congratulate tho Westphalian 

Countesses who were recently fined (or «s 
serious address to the Bishop of Paderborn, 
sympathizing with him in his imprisonment 
for his resistance to the ecclesiastical law».

D r. Livingstone»» Journal»,
The Foreign Office has received a db.patcb 

from Aden, «latcd November 28, stating That 
Dr. Livingstone's journals lav* *»-Acf*e<i 
Z »nzibar in safe hands.

A r r e st»  in  .Yladriif,
A telegram to the Btamianl l'n.:n Ma«lti«l 

says thirty arrests have been tuadtf in  c«uv 
nectioa with the recent meeting.

D a r n e d  a t  Hen.
A ship supposed to be the Pontias, triAn 

Sunderland tv Bombay, has been burned 4 $ 
set», and tweaty six of her crew j>«un,u*d.

Wmall P o x -
Fresh cases of small-pox are reported «A 

Liverpool workhouse among the steetag» 
passengers of tbe steamer Abbottsfurd.
Han i i t m i n »  Captured by the losur

■enta .
New Y olk , December 5.—A Havane« 

letter states that Puerto Principe advices
4ÇO.NTUÏDKO ON gW M Iff  ffauj). ̂


