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THE GREAT OBSTRUCTIONIST

A Chapter in the History of the 8t Lonis
Bridge-

How Eads Cut the River in Two

HIS TRICKS EXPOSED BY ARMY OFFICERS

His Big Victory Over the Little Steam-
boats

If it be trne that we are to have Eads
aud hia obstructions at the mouth of the
Mississipp1, the people of New Orleans will
vo donbt be interested in learning that
they are to be at the mercy of a first class
obstruction artist—one whose reputation is
estublished. Of this our people should be
assured. It must be so gratifying to them
to know it that we are anxious they should
not doubt it; we therefore lay before them
some account of a successful achievement
of our artist in the obstruction way as a
sample of what he is capable of doing.

When the great east and west railroads
began to reach earnestly for the commerce
ol the Missiseippi snd its northern tribu-
taries, it was found desirable to have rail-
road bridges across the river, and, as the
river interest, represented by some steam-
boatmen, it was thought, might be injured
by the construction of low bridges, or of
bridges with piera very close together, the
Congress of the United States, in granting
authority to bridge the Mississippi and ita
tributaries at certain points, tried to pre-
perve the river interest by stipulating that
the bridges should be of & certain height
and tho piers a certain distance apart.

By an act approved July 25, 1866, the St.
Louis and Illinois Bridge Company was
given authority to bridge the Mississippi at
8t. Louis. Section twelve of this sct reads
as follows:

Skc, 12 And be it further enacted, That
the bridge anthorized by the preceding sec-

infinitely less importance than the national
intereata involved in the question. gov-
ernment bus expended, and is still expend-
ing, large sums of money in improving the
navigation of the upper Mississippi, Missou-
ri, Illinois, and other rivers, for the express
pu of ullowing the largest steamers to
nuvigate them. It wounld. therefore, seem
antirely owt of keeping with this general
policy to allow, at the very threshold of these
improvements, a struecture which would prac
tically debar a large proportion of existing
steamboals from wxing them.

‘The bourd are, therefore, unanimously of
the opinion that the bridge, as at present
designed, will prove a very serious obstrue-
tion to the free navigation of the Mississippi
river, . " . . .

Under these circumstances the board do
not feel justified mm recommending any
change which would imvolve a complete
remodeling of this magnificent structure,
now 80 nearly completed. At the same
time, as already stated, they deem 1t abeo-
Iutely necessary that some provision should
be made for allowing large boats to pasa the
bridge with safety whenever they find it
necessary to do so,
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breath of the muchine, and without its
help the locomotive-engine, as we eece it to-
day, would be an utter impossibility.

It is a difficult and tedious matter to get
up steam on a locomotive, and all round
houses are provided with special means for
temporarily lengthening out the chimney
until the fire is got fairly burning. After
steam is ence raised the fire is kept up by a
jet of live steam in the chimney when
standing still, and by the flerce blast of the
exhaust steam whan in motion.

So much for the fucts which Mr. Eads
aaserts “‘completely disprove this first state-
ment of the board.”

Before leaving the suhject the board
wishes to state that the whola choice be-
tween nataral and artificial draft is pretty
much & matter of dollars and cents. To
run or fan a blowing machine uses up »
portion of the available power; to use a
steam blast reduces the power of the en-
gines by back pressure on the pistons; the
steam jet usea live steam from the boiler,
and hence appears the most costly of all;
finally, nataral draft requires the expendi-
ture of fuel for heating the air in the chim-
ney. Where the choice is unrestricted, the

heapest and most efficient method wounld

They would, therefore, 1, a8 the
most feasible moditication, & plan which
has been already tried and found eflicient
at the railroad bridge over the Obio river
at Louiaville, Keutucky. *

t & canal, or rather an open cut, be
formed behind the east abutment of the
bridge, giving at the abutment a clear
width of waterway of 120 feet,

Let thie opening be spanned h;' a draw-
brii:%: giving a clear span of 120 feet in
widt

By this plan boats as large as any now
built would be able to get through this
bridge in aby weather avg at any stage of
water, and only at the cost of some little
delay.

Of conrse our artist did not like the re-
commendation of the board any better than
he likes jetties at South Pass. Of course he
criticized the report of the board in his
usual effective manner, and all the 8t. Louis
newspapers cried “Bravo !” as they are in
the habit of doing so st every exploit of
this wonderful engineering genius. Sach
an outery was made about the matter that
our Great Father called on the board for an
explanation and got it in tho shape of an
able and thorough report, from which we
extraot as follows:

As the review of Mr. James B. Eads,

naturally be adopted.

It should, however, be stated that while
all artiticial means of producing draft in-
volve a direct exp , Datural or ehi

raft may be ereated by heat, which would
otherwise go to waste. When this is the
case, it is q ionably the cheapest and
best, and from the universal preference
given it by river men the board judge that
the proper conditions for its economical use
are obrained by them. 2 ' > o

A very important arguwment in favor of
tall chimneys is afforded by the fact that
the sparks thrown out of a short chimney
b{ & puwerful dratt are a very great sonrce
of danger, 8s hay, cotton, and similar
bulky snd highly combustible materials
form a very important item of river freight.
With a tall chimney the sparks are either
extinguished before they reach the top or
else are thrown clear of the boat.

The next gneulon discussed by Mr. Eads
is the p ability of raising or lowering
large chimneys with facility and dispatch.
He eays that it is perfectly feasible, at
an expense of from $1000 to $1500. This
statement may or may not be correet, but
there is no proof of it other than the state-
ment iteelf and & document signed by “thir-
toen experienced steamboat captains.” As
the ap tus ded is not stated
to be in use, and presumably has been
mvented by Mr. s or rome friend of
his, it must be received with the usual
d t due the of inventors.

tion to be built shall not be a susp
bridge or drawbridge, with pivot or other
form of draw, bat shall be constructed with
continnous or unbroken spans, and subject
to these couditions: First, that the lowest
part of the bridge or bottom chord shall
uot be ‘less than fifry feet above the city
direetrix at its greatest #pan; seoond, that
it shall have ut least one span 500 feet in
the clear, or two spans of 300 feet 1o the
clear of abutments; if the two latter apans
be used, the one over the main steamboat
channel shall be filty feet above the city
directrix, measured to the lowest part of
the bridge at the centre of the span; third,
no span over the water st low water mark
shall be less than 200 feet in the clear ot
abutments.

The stipulation as to height mads the
steamboatmen happy, they being in bliss.
ful iznorance of “Eads’ arches,” by which
“the centre of the spau” could be made of
the required height, while the height of the
rest of the span could be decreased along a
gracefu! curved line to the watar's surface.
Imagine tho “‘sickness” of these steamboat-
men when, in 1873, the first arch of the
bridge stared them in the face, and they
' discovered that, while its builder had con-
formed with every requirement of law, he
had practically cut their great and free
highway in two. What joy it roust have
infused into the hearts of cheerful railroad
directors! The unhappy, ragged, swindled
little steamboat interest at once ran off to
the Great Father in Washington with it
pitiful tale, and a “board of engineers” was
of courss appointed to find out all aboht
its troubles and deviso some way to dry its
weeping eyes.

This bourd was instructed ‘“‘to examine
the construction of the St. Louis and Illi-
nois bridge across the Mississippi river at
8t. Louis, and report whether the bridge
will prove a serious obstruction to the navi-
gution of eaid river, and, if so0, in what
manner its construction can be modified.”

The board reported:

That the objections made to the bridge
are ax follows:

L. The height under the lower arch is so
smull that a large p rtion of the boats
which will have occasion to pass under it
must lower their smoke-stacks at all, or
nearly all stages of the river, while many
of the larger boats will not be able to puss
under it during the higher stages, even with
their smoke-stacks down, S

2. The emall heigzht afforded is only avail-
able for a portion of the whole span. owing
to the arch form of the lower part of the so-
peratructure. Moreover, the diflicalty of
passing under the exuet contre of the arch
will be very great, espiotally in foggy or
winly weather, and any considerable de-
viation to cither side may bring the boat's
upper works in contact with the bridge.

4, These dificnlties would probably deter
most boats from ever pasaing the bridge,
theroby preventing tho ready travefer of
freight trom one boat to anotber, or its de-
livery and slipment st different pacts of
the city, without rosorting to costly transiers

drags or baurges. This, it is cluwed,
would practieally cut the Missiasippi river
in two &t this place. .

Au examination of appendixes K and L
will show thut the first point is well sus-
tained. 7Thelist of bosts ennmerated there-
in comprises only those which happened to
be in port at the time the board was in res-

sion, or whose di i were att
It might huve been increased considerably
bud time been available. :

The apparently unreasonable height and
size of the chimneys in general use on these
stesmboats are really essential to secure #

chief engi of the bridg pany, is

one of the documents which have been

referred to the board, they make the fol-

lowing reply to such portions of it as seem

to require an answer:

buu:d Eads quotes from the report of the
ard:

“The apparently unreasonable height and
size of the chimneys in general use on these
(Western river) steambosts are really essen-
tisl to securs a good draft to the furnaces
sud economical combustion of fuel. Arti-
ficisl means to produce the same end are
gg-.ne:ally very expensive and ofteu ineffec-
uve.

He then goes on to state:

“Nowhers has the economy of fuel been
80 closely studied us in the construction of
og~an Steamers.”

In this statement Mr. Eads is enlirel‘z in
error. Ecovomy in fuel has been chiefly
studied in connection with land engines,
especially those used for pumping. Here
there is no limit to tle eize that can be

iven to the boilers, and by using very

arge evaporating surfuces and slow com-
bustion, great economy in fuel hus been
attained,

I'e wechanical effect due to the combus-
tion of & pound of coal, generally expressed
by the number of pounds raiscd one foot
high in a minute, is slone considered in this
case, the time required for combustion
being immaterial.

Bat if from any cause the size of boiler is
restricted, while the same amount of me-
chaoical effect is required, it is manifest
thac the elewent of time must be eonsid-
erad. * . . . . - A

To drive large ships at high rates of speed
requires powerful engines and boilers,
while tbe room allowed for the machinery
is kept as amall as possible. Marine boilers
are therefore necessarily very compactly
built, and mamtain & high rate of combus
tion,

Iu their construction efficiency in snpply-
ing steam wirh sufficient rapidity is the
ruling ideration,  E y of fael,
while still of eourse important, must and
does give way to it.

“Artificia]l means are seldlom used on
them to produce & dratt, and although
the largest ones consume much more fuel
per day thano any Mississippi steamer, none
of their chimopeys approach the height of
some of those on the river.”

The statement that *‘the largest ones
consume much more fuel per day than any
Mississippi steamer,” is eertainly unde-
niable. As the engives of the larger ocoan
stowmers work up to 6000 or 7000 horse
power, while the largest ones on the Miss-
ixsippi probably never run higher than
3000, it 5 not surprising that the fuel con-
sutuption per day ia greater in the former
Case,

I, however, Mr, Eads refers to the rate
of combustion—that is, to the number of
pounds of coal burned on a square foot of
grate per honr—then he is again in error.
On ocean steamers this rate ia from six-
ieen to tweoty-live pounds, while on Wea-
tern river boats it runs from twenty to fifty
pounds, <

The next statement, that “sone of their
chimneys approach the height of some of
thiose on the river,” is specious and decep-
tive a3 well as erroneons.

Persons who judge she height of an ocean
steamer's smokestacks from that proportion
of them which they see proiecting above
the upper deck, msy well infer that this
height is smull when compared with that of
the chimuneys of some of our river boats.

But it must be borue in mind that on the
oceun st the boil and £ are
located deep down in the hold, so thata
large portion of her chimneys are hidden
by the bull, and the actual beight, measured

hi

The real difficulty is not in raising or 1ow-
ering a new chimney at a wharf, but in
handling one not new and under the pres-
sure of winds. When chimneys are
on & steamboat under construction it is
done at a favorable time, when there is
no wind, and while the chimneys have
their maximum stresgth. When ence up,
they are secured as firmly as possible by
chain-guys, bat even this precaution does
not prevent them from being occasionally
blown overboard. These guys must be
cast off before the chimneys can be low-
ered. They are thus left unsnpported,
and would probably go overboard
if much wind were blowing. There-
fore a boat arriving in windy weather, at a
bridge which required her chimueys to be
lowered, would either have to risk losin,
them overboard or else wait natil the wind
abated, and might thus be detained for
days at a time,

for more than the length of & boat, so that
before passing through the opening she
conld round to, make fust 1o the extension
of the pier, and tﬁen drop through gradual-
ly. This eystem is adopted at the Louisiana
bridge over the nnser Mississippi for pass-
ing the draw in windy weather, aud & simi-
lar method is used at other bridges where
the draw is located near the shore. That
this use of ring-bolts has often been made
on the upper Missiasippi and Missouri was a
fact well known to all persons navigating
those streams. y - A

As a practical illustration of the effect of
this bridge, we will state thatduring the
few weeks that have elapsed sinca tho
arches were closed two ferryboats have
been injured by striking agsinst the iron-
work of the bridge. During this time navi
gation on the upper river has been pretty
muoch suspended by ice and low water, or
the number of casnalties would probably
have been much greatem

Mr. Eads concludes by stating that he
alone was the bridge engineer, and there-
fore he alone was suthorized to speak for
the company on engineering matters. As
he was said to be in Europe when the board
met, it was manifestly impossible to call
upon him for information, and therefore
the board called upon Colonel Flad, the
engineer, who has generally been under-
stood to be respomsible for the scientific
part of the work, and also upon Mr. Katte,
who, as the engineer.of the contractors for
the superstructure, was largely responsible
for that part of the work.

Colonel Flad was presented to the board
of engineers by Mr. Taussig, chairman ot
the executive committee of the bridge com-
pany, as the officer authorized to speek for
them on matters of engineering, and all the
drawings presented to the board were
gigned “James B. Eads, per Henry Flad.”
If the board misunderstood Colouel Flad,
they regrot it, but they oertainly can recol-
lect of no other objection from him to their
proposed modification of the bridge than
the one ulinded to in their report. * 2

The board think it due to_themselves to
state that the review of Mr, Eads has muin-
1y been based on minor and comparativel
unimportant points. The main and essentia
[:omz that the board made was that this

ridge was a decided obstruction to the
navigation which now axista on the Missis-
sippi river, and to prove this they cited
figures and dimensions, which bave mnot
been contested, and which of tl I

THE LEGISLATURE YESTERDAY.

Senate.

A communication was received from
Governor Kellogg informing the Senate
that the requi ta of i 1557 and
2611 of the Revised Statutes, which make
it necessary for constitutional officers, heuds
of departments and directors, eto., of State
institutions to make annual reports through
the Governor, to the Legislature, had not
been fully complied with. Reports have
been received as follows:

From the Auditor of Public Accounts,
State Tre , levee ission of engin-
eers, wardens and lessees of the State
Peuitentiary, Lonisiana State University:
State Registrar of Voters, Adjutant Gen-
eral of the State militia, board of adminis-
trators of the Charity Hoepital, Board of
Metropolitan Police, Board of Control of
the Louisiana Agricultural and Mechanical
College. Also reports of the coroners of the
parishes of Orleans, Jefferson, East and
West Feliciana, and a special report of the
Board of Health.

A petition signed by J. C. Legare and
others, tax-payers of the parish of Ascen”
sion, was received, asking that an appropri-
ation of $3000 be granted for the purpose of

leaning out, ing and deepening
Bayou McCall.

The report on Senate bill No. 57, an act
to retrocede to the United States two acres
of the awawp and overflowed lands, origi-
nally donated to the State of Louisiana, for
every dollar appropriated by the United
States to build and repair the public levees
within the State, was called up by Senator
Chadbourn and adopted. The bill was
then taken up, and, under a suspension of
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resolution at once. It was read, and on
motion of Senator Chadbourn, adopted.

Senator Blunt then moved a reconsidera-
tion of the vote by which the resolution
was adopted.

This wotion was sustained by Senator
Burch in some well timed and forcible
remarks going to show the impropriety of
such action upon the part of the
Benate at a time when the matter was
already in process of judicial investigation.
He said if this was not the case be would
be disposed to favor an investigation of the
charges by the Senate, but ns the matter
had already gone before the courts, he
was in favor of letding it be deter-
mined there. Ho thought the Senator
from Concordia would be able to pass
honorably through the trial before him, and
he was not disposed to condemn him until
he bad been tried ggd eonvicted of the
charges preferred him. If those
charges had been trumped up by political
enemies, he did not think it would be con-
gidered becoming in the Benate to mnotice
them; and for that reason he was in favor of
reconsidering the vote by which the resolu-
tion passed.

The motion to reconsider was then put
and passed, and the resolution, on further
motion, tabled.

Senator Wharton moved for a suspension
of the rules in order to take up the bill
cutting off the Auditor's fees, but it being
late the Senate refused to adopt the Sena-
tor’s motion, and adjourned until Monday
(to-morrow), at 12 M.

House of Representatives.

The House met at the usaal hour yester-

day, with Speaker Hahn in the chair. Not
h b ponded at roli call to

the rules, finally p d the S

The Committee on Agriculturs, Com-
merce and Manufactures, through its chair-
man, Senator Breaux, reported on the bill
entitled an act to establish an insurance in-

prove the extent of the obstruction. it
batance of Mr. Eads's reply is that

. the ority of river steamboats must be
re } conform to his bridge.

I licate of this bridge were to be built
at slet or Cairo, it would be generally

denounced in St. Louis as a great outrage
upon ber river commerce, and the board
can not see why the present bridge is not
a4 serious an obstruction to the commercve
ot all the cities and towns above St. Louis.

After this little steamboat interest was
allowed to wipe its eyes as best it could,
the bridge was not torn down, or raised up
or disfigured by a canal around it, with &
drawbridge over it, nor was a single jolly
wrinkle rubbed out of the face of any
known railroad or bridge stockholder. Our
artist trinmphed; his obstruction at St.
Louis stands intaot to-day just as he plan-
ned it; not one beantiful curve distorted by

P depar to the effect that while
they are satisfied that proper legialation on
the subject should be had to provide safe-
guards to parties insuring, they are not
certain but that the method provided in
the bill before the Senate would prove too

constitute a guorum, and after sitting till
about one o’clock, & motion was made and
carried to adjoarn until Monday at twelve
o'clock.

In accordance with a resolu tion adopted
some days since the House will have a
morping and evening session from and after

Monday.
- —.—
Masonic.

The grand bodies of the different Masonic

on the i panies to jus-
tify such advantage as might acerue to the
business public by its enactment. There-
fore the committes referred the bill back

organizati in this State have been in
session during the past week, and have
elected new officers for the year.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Tem-

to the Senate without farther t,
with the view of letting that body deter-
mine what should be done with it.

By unsanimous consent the bill was taken
up, and, on motion of Senator Stamps, was
made the epecial order of the day for next
Wednesday, immediately after the readiog
of the minutes, and ordered to be printed.

Senator Wharton introduced a bill to
d and re-enact sections two, six and

the hand of man, and until ch of tem-
perature rack it to pieces it will stand as a
to the 'y of J B. Eads

The “thirteen experienced st boat
captains” have heen paraded at eonsider-
able length as river men who are in favor
of the bridge.

Of the steamboatmen who frequent this
port, which is probably second only to New
Orleans in the amount of its commerce, the
b:';llgo authorities have only been ahle to
produce one steamboatman, Captain Green,
who is now in active service. His upinion
in, of course, entitled to respeet, but all the
others either left the river about the time of
the war, or are now out of employment.
The value of the opinions of ex-river men
on this point may be estimated, when it is
known that before the war the only
bridges across the Ohio were at Steuben-
vilie and Wheeling; the only ones across the
erper Mississippi were at Clinton and Rock
Island; and there were none over the Mis-
souri or the main Missizeippi. The nearest
bridge on the Upper Mississippi was 347
miles above St. Louis, and the nearest one
on the Ohio was 1077 miles distant.

The board do not think it their province
to enter on the question of possible chauges
in the character of river vessels. Opinions

und as convincing proof to the people of
New Orleans that its supposed designer can

l in any similar or dissimilar work
thut he undertakes.

Let us thank the good chance that brings
hiw at last to the mouth of the Mississippi,
and thus assures us of a poeitive result n
the way of improvement (1) there. Capi-
talists desirous of investing in the com-
merce of New Orleans please take notice,

e s
Hew the Democratic Platform of 1872

Was Attached to the Clyvil Rights Bill.

Hon. Jobn P. C. Shanks, of Indians,
placed the Democrats in Congress in a very
embarassing position during the discussion
of the ¢ivil rights bill., He offered as an
amendmelat and as a preamble to that bill
a portiod of the Democratic platform of
1872, whith reads as follows:

Wh It is ial to just govern-

will differ on such points, and sp ions
on ible changes are of little value.

aking the navigation «s it is and as it
was before the later bridges iwere built, it
seems reasonable to suppose that the
character of construction, which is the
result of fifty years’ experience, is that
which beat meets the requirements of the
trade which it accommodates. They there-
fore take for granted that there are sound
Ermtiul reasons for having elevated pilot

ouses and high chimneys.

Mr. Eads eutirely misrepresents the posi-
tion of the board on the subject of wide
and narrow mmn. He states that they
have come to the following lusi

ment wo fecognize the equality of men be-
fore the lhw, and hold thatit is the duty :.:f

fourteen of an act entitled an act to incor-
porate the town of Plaquemine, in the
parish of Iberville. The bill, under a sus-
pension of the rules, was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Corporations
and Parochial Affairs,

Sepator Sypher introduced a bill to in-
corporate the town of Franklin, in the
parish of St, Mary; to define its limits and
provide for the government thereot, and to
repeal all laws passed relative to ssid cor-
poration. Under a suspension of the rules
it was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Corporations and Parochial Af-
fairs,

Senator Blunt introduced a bill to amend
and re-enact section 2021 of Ray's Revised
Statutes of the State of Louisiana. It was,
under a suspension of the rules, read twice
and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

Senator Alexander introduced a bill to
provide for suppiying the loss of the public
recprds and other pap d by the

plar elected Sir Joseph H. De Grange,
grand commander; M. E. Girard, deputy
1
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DEMOCRATIC UNEASINESS

THEIR POLICY OF DELAY

PINCHBACK TO BE SEATED MONDAY

Determination of the House Republican
Caucns,

Speaker Blaine Admits the Necessity
of Radical Action.

REPUBLICANS UNITED AND HARMONIOUS

PROBABLE FIZZLE OF THE JETTY SCHEME

——

[Specinl to the New Oricans Republican.

WasHiNgToN, February 13, 1875.

In order not to antagonize the pend-
ing bill creating the new government
of the District of Colombis, Benato:
Morton d to postpone his I
tion admitting Pinchback until Mon-
day, when it will be, after disoussion.
decided in tavor of the admission of Pinch-
back. A majority of the Senate are known
to be in favor of his admission. Demo-
cratic leaders here are becoming terribly
alarmed at the determination of the Repub-
lican majority in Congress and the admin-
istration to p life and property in the
reconstructed States. They have tele-
graphed for Governor Hendricks, George
H. Pendleton and others to come here
and consult a8 to the propriety of defeating
the appropriation bill so ae to force an extra
session of Congress and thus defeat the
Republican plan for settling existing
troubles.

The House Republican cancus decided to
support the bill reviving the habaes corpns
act of 1865. Speaker Blaine, who has been
father conservative, heretofere, now admit®
the necessity of radical action. Large
numbers of prominent Republicans are
here from all parts of the Union, and all
are unanimous in support of the adminis-
tration and the Republican majority in
Congress. The party was never more har-
monious than now.

Although the Ci ittee on Railways

grand commander; Berry Russell, g
ingimo; Harvey Cree, captain general; J. C.
Carpenter, prelate; John W. Madden, senior
warden; Samuel Alston, junicr warden;
Samuel M. Todd, treasurer; Gustave Son_
tag, recorder; George Soule, standard bearer,
Edward Baker, eword bearer; Robert Strong,
warder, and Raymond 8. Burk, captain of
the guard.

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter elected
Companion Samuel J. Powell, high priest;
J. H. De Grange, deputy high priest; J. E.
Trimble, king; E. H. Fay, scribe; 8. M,
Todd, treasnrer; James C. Batchelor, secre-
tary;J. C. Carpenter, chaplain; Julius Lisso.
captain of host; A, Hero, Jr., principal so-
journer; W. H. Goodale, royal arch captain;
Hichard Lambert, grand guard, and Joseph
F. McGuire, T. F. Hedges and B. W, Sewell,
grand masters of the firet, second and third
veila.

The officers of the Grand Lodge, Free and
Accepted Masons, elected and installed ure
as follows: John G. Flemming, grand mas-
ter; William Rob deputy grand 2
William R. Whitaker, senior warden; Julius
Lieso, junior warden; A. W. Hyatt, treas-
urer; J. C. Batchelor, secretary; H. C.
Duncan, chaplain; John G. McWilliams,
senior deacon; Edward H. Fay, junior

burning of the courthouse in the parish of
Grant in April A.D. 1873, Under a sus-

government in ita dealings with the peop
to mete oit equal and axact justice to all,
of whateyer nativity, race, color or persua-
sion, religious or political; and it being
the proppr object of leghintion to ennct

t fujdamental principles into laws:
hereford, Be it enacted, ote.

This wis a bitter pill for the Democrata
to swalldqw, Mr. Niblock, of Indiana, de-
clared thit his party had been intimidated
by the Cincinnati Convention at the time

“1, Lights placed on an arch fifty feet
above bigh water are of no greater assis-
tance.”

This tbeg maintain to be abrolutely true,
but nevertheless they recommended the es-
tablishment of lights on the bridge because
they are of some little service, and there-
fore they proposed using their help for what
it is worth. Something must be done to
belp find the middle of the span, and al-
though the remedy is an imperfect one, it is
yet the only thing that the patiry construe-
tion ot the bridge will permit, acd therefore
Lbr-; recommended it.

“2, Greater bead-room for passing boats
is indispensable.”

y also

This the; and in def of
the proposition they quo‘e Mr. Eads him-
self. Im the report ot the proceedings of
the Congressional convention beld in St.
Louis in May, 1873, page fifty, the following
resolution was introduced by Mr. Eade:

47. That the vast commerce depending on
the Misaissippi river for cheap transporta-
tion d ds that no artificial obstruction

from the grates to the top of the y8,
may be very respectable. 8till this beight
must always be limited, first by the depth
of hold, and secondly by the height to
which it will be safe and expedient to carry
the ehi 58 above the upper declr. A very

good dralt to the furmaces and
combustion of fuel. Artificial meansto pro-
duce the same end wre generally very ex-
pensive, and often ineffective.

Although it is & comparatively easy task
to lower small chimneys, dealing with ihose
of large size is & very serious matter indeed.
Their weight 18 so utterly disproportionate
to their strength, even when new, that no
machinery yet devised will enable large
chimneys to be lowered either wholly or in
part, without very great labor and danger.

The elevated position of the pilot honse is
pecessary to enable the pilot to have an
unobstrncted view of the river abead and
astern of his boat. Experience has decided
this point most clearly. g -

The second objeotion is mainly owing to
the peculiar system of superstructure em-
ployed, and which we understand waa
adopted rtinclpsll{ on the ground of rcon
omy. Appendix; I gives the widths which
are available under the centre span at dif-
ferent heights above extreme low water.
The side spans have not been considered, as
they are four feet lower than the cenfral

. - -

The third objection seems fairly sustained
by the facts already cited, especially when
it is remembered that the principal of
the river busineas is done during the higher
Mages of water. The large New Orleans

great projection would cause much resist-
ance during head winds, and the chimneys
would be liable to be rolled overboard in
beavy weather. ¢ - - s
As Mr. Euds formerly commanded river
steamboats, and as he bas several times
crossed the ocean, he certainly should have
kunown that he was comparing things
whose conditions were in no way alike. He
goes on to state:

“The great development of power wit-
nessed every day in locomotives whose
chimneys never exceed ten or twelve feet
in length is obtained without any artificial
weana to produce draft except by the
escapement of their waste steam.”

To locomotives the same remarks apply
as to marine boilers, but in a still greater
dogree, Lightness and compactness are
the essentiul qualities, and all questions of
economical combustion must be subordi-
nated to the far more important one of
efticiency in generating steam rapidly.
They are simply machines whercin enor-
mous power is packed away in small com-

8.
p‘;‘ho rate of combustion is from forty
to 140 pounds of coal per square foot
of grate per hour, and it must be ap-
parent to any reasonable person that no
natural draft could “pptliy the air

ded for such rapid combustion unless a

boats, for instance, rarely t to do
ess after the river gete to a lower

"‘::: than twenty feet above extreme low
T,

A large portion of the St. Louia river front
is above the bridge, snd several elevators,
b mﬂneq. and other similar buildin
are yhloolt{d _above it. These co d

Bot safe] ges by
| the ybuunvipthg?b Jower river,
-dnuhheuvmﬂmwouﬁ

chimney of most inordinate dimeneions was

. Even if such couid be safely
megn a"locomotlvo. it would be a
sourde of great loss ot power from the re-
gistance of the air, and, therefore, the men

quisite drafi by artifcial means;

esospemen’ of tgo exhaust-steam into the
chimney, to which Mr. Esds a'/=des paren-
thetically, and as though it were of no par-
ticu'2r importance, is really the

life and

be permitted in itachannel, except upon the
most urgent neceesity, and that no brid
should be suthorized across it below St.
Louis having spans over the stream of less
width than 500 feet, and a clear height of
seventy-five feet above high-water mark
should be preserved under the centre of the
channel-spans of such bridge.”

This was his opinion sbout any future
bridge, but he thinks that his own bridge
need ouly be forty-three and a halt feet
ubove b{gh water, and that only at the
wmiddle of an arch, a deviation froms which
exact point might insure the destruction of
@ passing boat. The excellent principles
which he applies to others be is unwilling
to have applied to himself. The board are
decidedly of the opinion, that either the
bridge under question shon'd have been of
this height above water thronghout the
#pan, or else should have been built with a
draw. A more objectionahble form than the
one adopted could scarcely have been de-
vised.

+3, Piers 520 feet apart are too wido to
serve as guides.”

This sentence, as it etands, conveys a
fal*e impression of the meaning of the
board. l':ierc as wide apart as stated would
give ample space for navigation. The true

of their opinion is that this width
is practically useless m the present case, as
no boat could approach within 150 feet of
either pier on account of the arches, and
therefore these piers are useless as guides.

Mr. Eads makes a strong poiut of one
sentence in the report of the board, which
was carelessly written and open to miscon-
struction, though it is difficnlt to see how it
could have been really misunderstood b
persons who profess to be familiar wit
river navigation. <
e, e s SRl

t can be drop opening
by lines made fast to ring-bolts in the pier
inelf. The true ing of this
as intended, is that in case of » narrow
opening. with s clear headway. it would

be practicable to extend the piers up stream

P of the rules the bill was read twice
and referred to the Judiciary Committee.
Senator Anderson introduced a bill for
the relief of Mrs. Hannah Chilton, widow
of the late Professor R. H. Chilton. Under
a suspension of the rules it was read twice
and referred to the Finance Committee,
Senator Allain, by unanimons consent,
called up House bill No. 27, an act toamend
the third section of an act entitled an act to

it adopted that platform. It wasd 1
almost too farefaced, however, to alto-
gether “go back” on so recemt a party en-
actment, and forty-two Democrats voted

for the amendment and twenty-five against

incorporate the town of Bt. Martinsvilles
approved April 6,1813. Under a suspension
of the rules the bill finally passed the Sen-
ate.

<, +

Brewster introduced a joint reso-

it. They, finally led ti ives for
this wrench to their feelings by voting
solidly against the bill which was to carry
out the prineiples onunciated in that portion
of their |forgotten creed which had been
prefixed fjo it.

Generanl Batler.

The New York World recently contained
the folloting kindly reference to General
Butler. [t is in marked contrast with the
acrimoniqus tone which some so-called Re-
publican papers indulge whem speaking of
the “men{ber from Essex:" 3

Though not a distinet or ul speaker,
the mom¢nt his voice is heard the House
fills. 8o kuddenly do the gentlemen come
in that itlooks as if they had sprung from
the floor.! In domestic life no man could be
more charitable, gentle and pleasing; he is
a true fribnd, both in public and private.
His memory 1s prodigious; he ean examine,
cross-exainine, and sum up a case without
taking a note. He is familiar with every
branch of light and solid literature, and his
wife, who is a beautiful reader, reads to him
a great deal. By the charm of his conver-
ration and his perfect courtesy of manner
be b Imost hand. He has
always lived quietly, extending hospitality
to a few favored friends, whose recollection
of that home before the beautiful daughter
left it is one of the most charming pictures
in the world.

—_—
The Supreme Court Reports.

At the request of Charlea Gayarre, E=q.,
reporter pf the Supreme Court, we state
that the | delay m the publication of the
Twenty-sixth Annual is from no fault of
his. Thlsum appropriation for the print

ing was put at a very low sum, and hay
been exhausted for some months. Hence
the delay in issuing numbers from time to
time, as Laa been customary. Wae learn the
copy has all been prepared, and an work
will be dispatched as soon as an appropria-
tion is ntade for that purpose by the Legis-
lature. |
-
Thanks.

The Sisters of the Holy Cross tender their
grateful thauks to the Euterpean Musical
Society for the sowree given for the benefit
of the orphans of the Asylum of the Imma-
culste Conception, mentioning particularly
Miss L. Grunewald, Mr. Lovis Grunewald,
Mr. Dinnies, Mr. F. Dudenhefer and M. J-
Claverie, for servioes rendered.

lution indorsing the act granting aid for the
construction of the Texas Pacific railroad
and the Louisiana branches thereof, and
petitioning the Congress of the United States
to pass the said act. The joint resolution,
under a suspension of the rules, was read
twice and referred to the Committee on
Railroads.

Senator Allain ealled np the bill to repeal
act No. 46 of the session of 1874, entitled
“an act incorporating the New Orleans
Sanitary and E ing Company in the
city of New Orleans, and granting rights
and privileges thereto,” approved March 11,
1874. Under a suspension of the rules this
bill finally passed the Senate,

Senator Burch called up Senate bill No.
3, an act to re-organize and render more
efficient the Board of Health of the State of
Louisi and on motion the bill was made
the special order of the day for mext
Tueaday at one o'clock.

The bill to provide for the tuking of the
State census then came up as the regular
order of the day. The first, second, third,
fourth, fifth and sixth sections were read,
amended and adopted. The seventh
section was under consideration when
the Senate, on motion, went into
executive session. After executive session,
on motion of Senator Brewster the further
consideratian of the census bill was post-
poned until next Tueaday at one o'clock,
when it is to be taken up as the spacial
order of the day.

Senator Sypher introduced the following
resolution:

WHEREAS, Grave eh.:gee are made

gaiust the S from Ci dia parish
(in relation to the school funds); and

Whereas, It is incompatibl) with the dig-
nity of this Senate to pass sufh matters, af-
fecting the standing of its membere, with-

out notice; therefore t

Resolved, That the President of the Sen-
ate appoint a committee of three to investi-
gate eaid oharges, and report the result of
their findings to this Senate, with such
recommendations as they may deem

send
administer

and the committee are authorized
:o:;h. persons and papers and

The resolution was ordered to lie over
under the rule, but on motion of Semator
Young (the member from Concordia) unani-
mous consent was obtained to take up the

; Georgs 8. Pettit, marshal; J. W.
Todd, sword bearer; Claudius Mayo, pur-
suviant; Thomaa Cripps, organist, and M.
Hiesemann, E. A. Louis, John L. Scales and
J. M. G. Parker, stewards.

The Grand Lodge adjourned on Friday
evening, to meet in New Orleans again
February 14, 1876,

NG S
One More Victim.

*The abundance of money lying idle in
New Orleans is & subject for comment.”
“Fourteen millions of dollars are unem-
ployed in our banke.” The gentleman who
writes our monetary articles is responsible
for the above aseertion, and if the radical
Demoerats do not lash him severely for tell-
ing such an important truth then their
patriotic fire must have cooled down to a
point not far from zero. He is, indeed, a
bold man who dares to publicly anoounce
such things, and then pile on the agouy by
asserting that we actoally hnve more avail-
able money in this city today thin at any
time gince the war, Had he darad to make
8 like statement to a congressio nal investi-
gating committee it is probable that a White
League orderly would have for mslly or-
dered him to leave for parts unknown, or
at least condemned bim to ever lasting
infamy. Such traths ahould not be pub
lished as long #s woe have o Republican
Governor, according to Democratic ethics.
Those of that creed would have all bank
presidents say that their vaults are full of
protested paper.

Fire in Thibedaux.

Last Thursday evening a fire broke out
in a kitcben in the rear of the drug store
of J.T.Thibodaux, at the corner of St.
Philip and Main streets, in the town of
Thibodaux. Owing to the exertions of a
number of coiored men, under the direction
of Mr. Paul Gutredge, the flames were
kept in check until the arrival of the fire
engine, and they were then quickly extin-
guished. The Babeock extinguishers in
possession of Home Hook and Ladder
Company No. | did exesllent service.

IMPROVED AND VACAST REAL ESTATE,
STOCK AND CONTRACTS AT AUCTION BY
THE SHERIFF.—We call public attention
to the salea at auction, to be made to-
morrow at noon at the Merchants and
Auctioneers’ Exchauge, Royal street, by the
civil sheriff of the parish of Orleans. Said

mprise :

" Five lots of ground situated in the
Third District of thwis city, fronting on
Elysian Fields, Mangny, Girod and St.
John the Baptist or Robertson streets.

2. A lot of ground, with the buildings
and improvements thereon, situated in the
same district, at the corner of Moreau (now
Chartres) and Frenchmen streets.

3. Ninety-five shares of the stock of the
Crescent City Live Stock Landing and
Blaughterhouse Compsny, and icterest in
two contracts.

For full particulars and terms see ad-
vertisements.

and Canals in the House has decided to
adopt the dations of the engi
commission for the improvement of the
mouth of the Mississippi, the measure will
not receive the support of the bers
from the Western States, generally.
D. D, C
e e

CONGRESS,

House.

Wasnixcrox, February 13.—The bills for
the relief of certain loyal c:odlton) whose
moneys were ted by the C. d
Congress, in Louisiana, and 00m-
pensation for supplies taken by the Union
gx%llinry l’ore{ea durmg Morgan's raid, which

ills were favorably reported yesterds
from the committee of the whole, were bolz
defeated in the House Y.

A bill to equalize bountier, allowing
#8 315 for every month's service, was then
discussed and by a vote ul 177 yeas

to 39 nays.
Sennte.

Mr. Eaton, who euceeeds the late Senator
Bnnkmﬁhm. from Connpecticut, took his
seat to day. He was greeted with great
cordiality, erpecially !Es the Democrats.
He took u seat betweon Senutors Davis and
Gordon on the Democratic side.

Mr. Goldthwaite, of Alabama, presented
the petitions of John A. Brown and P. M.
Murphby, of Alabama, for the removal of
political disabilities. Referred to the Judi-
ciary Committee.

Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas, introduced a
bill authorizing the admission, free of duty,
of the diamond necklace ;reaenmd by the
Khedive of Egypt to Mrs. Pitch. Referred
wl‘(hsr l ro(?u‘f' ia - ted the

r. Sargent, of California, presen

memorial of the Pacitiio

Company, g t the re
of the act Pnutiﬁg a subsidy to that com-
pany. Referred to the Committee on Ap-
propriations.
e bill to gmwido a government for the
District of Columbia was di d the
balanes of the day, but no definite vote was
reached. The babilities are it will not
be called up agaln this session.
Mr. Morton gave notice he would call uh
the resolution for the admission of Pinch-
back on Monday.

WASHING¥ON.

The New Bounty Bill.

WasniGrox, Februery 13.—The bounty
biil whish passed the House represents not
more than one hundred nor less than thirty
willivns of dollars.

The Committee Arrived.

The Louisiana committee has arrived.
Death of a M h

Samuel Hooper is dead.

Tarifl and Bousty Bills.

The tarift and tax bills are not considered
entirely safe. The bounty bill, which draws
as much or more from the treasury than
the tarifi bill brings in, took precedence
over it in the House to-day.

Personal.

Colonel Frank Zacharie, Hon. E. A.
Burke and Counselor E. C. Billings are
here. Packard's party will arrive in the
morning.

NEW YORK.

Henlthy Competition Forces the Western
Union Line te Reduce Ita Rates.
New York, Fabru, 13.—The director
of the Western [/nion "eleguph Company
to-day resolved upon a material reduction
of rates on commercial business.

Baok Statement.

The bank statement shows: Loans in
creased §2,000,000; specie increased $750,000;
legal tenders decreased $625,000; deposits
increased a trifle; reserves decreased $7 2,000,

Sab-Treasury.

Sub-treasury balances—Gold $44,%7.0,185
currency $ 19,111 565,

The sub-treasury paid ont $78,000 on
account of interest, and §186,000 for bonds.
Customs receipts $197,000.

The Ice Blockade in New [York Harbor,

The Sandy Hook pilot officer reports the
bay worse than ever. Tugs which went
down yesterday refuse to return until day-
light. " There 18 little call for out-going
vessels, none of which can move without
steam assistance. The ice is not sufficiently
heavy to interfere with ocean steamers.

FOREIGN.
Bazaloe’s Rouogh Seception.
BavosNg, February 13, — Ex-Marsha
Bazaine arrived at Santander, yesterday.
The French residents of the town, having
ssked for and obtuined ission of the
horiti to " de him, nsed *le op-
portunity to biss hima snd indulged in in-
sulting ories. The crowd was dispersed by
the police.
In the Fremeh Assembly.
Parm, Fehruury 13.—1o the Assem

Congr
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