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Liability of DrnfCKiktn.
We publish below the full text of the 

lodgment of the Supreme Court in the ease 
of McCubbin vs. Hastings, Hornor & 
Benedict, counsel /or plaintiff. I t is, we 
believe, the first case of the kind in this 
Ntate. I t has been before our courts since 
the la tter end of 1808. I t  was twice tried 
before juries in the Fifth District Court 
and a third time before Judge Theard in 
the Fourth District Court, having bf 
transferred by consent and the jury  waived 
The case was then appealed by the plaintiff 
to the Supreme Court, where it has bet 
under advisement for a year. It is a grav 
and im portant matter. The public are 
deeply interested, for it establishes the 
liability of a druggist if he improperly 
compounds a prescription, and the patient 
dies in consequence, just as clearly as i 
he had carelessly driven over him in the 
public streets, and death followed

William McCubbin, tutor, etc., vs. Samuel 
Hastings. Judge M organ—On Menda 
the twenty-sixth of August, 18117, the wife 
of William McCubbin was attacked with 
yellow lover. A physician was immediately 
called in, and the patient was placed unde 
the charge of a nurse. On the Wednesday 
following she was quiet. About one o’clock 
of that day the physician ordered L 
enuuia. We are sais tied from the evidence 
that the etam a as ordered was to bav 
been composed as follows: Sulphate of
quinine, thirty grains; mucilage of gum 
arubic, four ounces; camphor wafer, four 
ounces; Hatley's sedative solution, thirty or 
sixty drops to be administered, one half as 
soon as received, the other in an hour alter 

We ascertain the component parts of the 
prescription- from the testimony of the 
physician, as the prescription itself could 
not lie found in the defendant's shop, 
where it should have been kept. The pre
scription was ordered by the physician to 
be compounded at the defendant's shop. 
The husband of the deceased took it there. 
He handed it to an employe. After it was 
compounded he purchased an injection 
pipe, paid for both and left. He gave them 
to the uurse. She administered a portion of 
it. The effect seems to have been instanta
neous. I t  threw the uufortuuate woman 
into spasms and convulsions, causing tier to 
purge anil vomit ut the same time.

The attending physician was immediately 
sent for. He cuiild not be found, and onlv 
reached the patient late a t night. He did 
all that his science allowed him to do 
tor her relief. He called in another physi
cian. Their efforts were fruitless. Two 
days after the patient died. This suit is 
instituted by the husband of tho deceased 
and lie father ot her child, a minor, against 
the defendant to make him responsible in 
damages lor the death of this woman, the 
allegation being that the prescription was 
improperly compounded. The evidence 
leavt s no doubt in our mind that spirits of 
camphor was substituted for camphor 
water; that the sufferings ol the woman, 
which was shown to have been intense, 
were caused by this mistake, camphor water 
being a very innocent preparation, spirits 
of camphor beiug a decoction of camphor 
and alcohol, and that it contributed to a 
large extent if i t  did not absolutely cause 
the death ol the patient. The prescription 
was not compounded by the defendant.
At the time it was put up he was npt in the 
city. Tiie clerk had not been employed by 
him. His services had been engaged by his 
brother. The defendant is none the less 
responsible for his acts. The employment 
Was authorized, and his responsibility- for 
the acts of his employes can not be disputed.

The case was twice tried before a jury in 
the Fifth District Court. It was then, by- 
consent, removed to the Fourth District 
Court und submitted to the judge alone.
He decided in favor of the defendant, and 
the plaintiff has appealed. Ia his own 
name plaintiff claitns damages for t ins nec<-s 
•ary expenses incurred by .him consequent 
upon the death of his w ile, lor the loss of 
tune it occasioned-him, from tho loss of his 
Wife’s services, and by the wrongs inflicted 
upon his feelings. As tutor to his minor 
child; he claims that from tho agunies en
dured by his wife she suffered heavy dam
ages, and that her right of action therefor 
hws been transm itted to her heir, and that 
her death, which he lays at ihe defendant's 
door, having deprived tho child of a 
mother’s care, he is responsible in damages 
on that account.

The aggregate amount claimed from tlic 
defendant is $115,000.

His damages, if he is entitled to any, is 
the amount expended by him tZr medical 
and other services subsequent to the giving 
of the enema, and for the funeral expenses.
The right to damages on the part of the 
child is that which he inherits from his 
mother.

The defendant tiled a peremptory excep 
to plaintiff's demaud, ou the ground that 
the petition disclosed uo cause of action.
This exception was filed after the jury- had 
been impaneled. The grounds upon which it 
rests arc: First, “Because it is no, alleged 
tha t the duiuuge complained of was suffered 
through the fault of the defendant, uud it 
is necessary it should bo alleged to be the 
defendant’s fault before tha t tact could be 
proved,’’ and second, "Because it (the peti
tion) does not state that the defendant, as 
employer, might have prevented the act 
which caused the damage, and did uot do 
it." The exception was sustained, hut the 
defendant was allowed to amend. Plaintiff 
excepted to the ruling of the eouit which 
maintained the exception. Defendant 
eepted to the older allowing plaintiff to 
amend.

Both rulings were correct. The excep
tion was a peremptory one. and could be 
pleaded a t any time during the progress 
ot the trial. Amendments are always al
lowed iu the discretion of the court.

Alter tho amendment was made defendant 
then pleaded the prescription of one year.
1 lie plea was properly overruled. I'lle de
mand was made within the year of the 

. alleged tort. The demand is the test, and 
not the sufficiency ot the allegations which 
support it.

But the defendant still contends th a t the 
amended petition is defective because it 
does not allege that he was in fault The 
allegations are that the death of the de- 
cased was caused by the negligence of the 
defendant’s elerk, and that he, the defend
ant. might have prevented the act com 
plained ol, but did not Uo eo. It the act 
which caused the damage was done by the 
defends til’s clerk, and tho defendant be 
responsible therefor, and the defendant 
could have prevented it. but did not. then 
clearly it was by the tanlt of the de feus lant 
tha t the damage oecurr. d. und the use of 
tho word “ fault” was uot a necessary alle
gation to lix tho responsibility upon him.
It he could have prevented the act. and did 
not, he was necessarily in fault.

Ou tho trial theileiecdant moved tostriko 
out tho second and third causes ot action us 
stated in the petition, which arc: S. eund —
“Also, as tu tor of his minor, lot sjlO.Olkl 
dauuigtfi suffered by ihe minor, : crsonally. 
in tho loss aud deprivation* of the care, 
education, assistance aud love of his 

•m other."
Third—“ l#i his iedividtny1 capacity and on 

bis own behalf for $5000 damages tor ar 
tu il expenses, loss ot the assistance stul 
services ot his wife iu business, and for 
personal sufferings in mind for the loss of 
1“ '  wile, all caused bv siud criminal mis
take.”

The judge ordered them stricken out.
As regards the second his ruling was 

correct. The action, in so tar as the minor 
is concerned, is tue right of action which 
h;s mother had against the defendant for 
the sufferings which were caused her by the 
defendant's employe, and which he in
herited. lie  has uo claim agaiust bun for 
the loss which he suffered through his 
mother’s death.

W ith regard to the third objection the 
court erred. Defendant is responsible to 
the plaintiff’ for all the expense aud duuiajw 
whioh he suffered subsequent to the giving 
of theeuema.

The first objection which the defendant 
raises to the plaintiff"a demand on the merits 
is, that the certificate of death, given by 
the physician, states that she died of yellow

fever, and that the plaintiff caused it to be 
published in the newspapers that she died 
of yellow fever. In so far as the certificate 
is concerned that was no act of the plain
tiff; as regards the notice, she might have 
died of yellow fever and still her death fiom 
tha t disease might have been caused by th 
enema. I t  a pistol htul been fired into some 
fleshy part ot her body while she was labor 
ing under an attack of fever, the ball itsell 
might not have produced death, but the 
shock by aggravating the fever probably 
would. Under these circumstances she 
would have died of yellow fever, hut her 
death would have been superinduced by 
the shot. So in this case. The deceased 
was suffering under au attack of yello 
fever. It was a violent attack; quiet and 
repose were, ol all tilings, most necessary 
to her safety. Sho was dangerously ill, it 
is true. But she had at least one chance for 
her life, and the injection of this violent 
and exciting substance iuto a particularly 
sensitive portion of her body took, iu our 
opinion, from the unfortunate woman the 
one chance which was left to her. She 
died, it is true, from yellow fever, hut 
was the enema which made the fever result 
fatally.

The next ground of defense is, that de 
fendant can not he condemned unless th e  
plaintiff proves that he was some way ir 
liiU lt, and that lie really might have pre 
Vented the act which caused the damage.

In one sense it was impossible for him to 
have prevented the calamity, because he 
was not iu the city. But if a master is only 
to be held responsible lor the act of his ser
vant, when he might have prevented the act 
anil did not, there would be no responsihi 
ty in the principal except for such acts i__ 
were done iu his presence. If this was the 
law, if the driver of a carriage owned by 
the keeper ol a public stable wantonly ran 
into ana destroyed the carriage of another, 
the owner of the public carriage could not 
be held responsible for the damages caused 
by his servant, because it was uo fault of 
his that the other cart iage was run into. If a 
man is run into by a careless car driver the 
company in whose employ the driver is can 
not lie held responsible because it was Dot 
the company's fault. Bat we know that 
this has never been considered law. and 
that where injuries have 01 curred as the re 
suit ol carelessness on the part of the ern 
ployes of such parti* s, the principals have 
been made to respond in damages.

He further attem pts to exculpate himself 
lroiu the tact that the clerk who compound
ed the prescription was reported to be a 
competent druggist.

To a certain extent he has established 
this; that is to say, he has produced a num 
her of witnesses who testify in that direc
tion. But there is one recommendation ho 
did not have, and that was a diploma. It 
is not pretended that he was a graduate in
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pharmacy from any medical institute. „  
may, however, he assumed tha t he was 
competent. The defendant's liability would 
be none the less certain. The defendant is 
himself represented as being a most compe
tent druggist. If he had made the mistake 
would his proficiency iu his calling shield 
him, or would it not rather aggravate the 
tanlt?

locompetency or carelessness—and such 
mistakes arise from one or the other of these 
causes—result in the same way. E ither or 
both produce suffering, and sometimes 
death. And can it be that if a physician 
should prescribe for his slightly ailing pa
tient a small quantity of calomel and soda, 
and the druggist were to substitute arsenic 
lor soda, that he could shield himself from 
the consequences which might result hv 
saying, if the prescription vs< compounded 
by himself, tha t it was a mistake, and if 
the act ot his servant tha t he could not 
have prevented it? The law does not place 

community in the position of being poi
soned by mistakes, with no one to be held 
responsible therefor. If it was the master 
who did the wrong the master is respon
sible.

If it was his servant who did it, he is still 
responsible, for the master is responsible 
lor the acts ot his servant when done iu the 
course of his usual employment.

Ihe  last serious delense set up ia tha t the 
enema did the patient 110 harm. Many 
physicians were examined on this poiur, and 
counsel fo>- defendant, in the vel-y able brief 
which he furnished us, says: “ With sur
prising unanimity these physicians, every 
one ot whom have had large experience in 
tho treatm ent of yellow fever, declared the 
effect wouul have been beneficial rather 
than injurious.”

As we have said before, Mrs. McCubbin 
was taken ill on Monday, the twenty-sixth 
ol August. Ou the Wednesday following 
the enema was administered. Up to this 
time the patient had been quiet. Tho mu se 
says tha t turning into the third day tho 
lever began to abate, and the physician 
said ho found her much better: that he was 
gotug to order a mixture which would act 
like a charm, as she was not sweating freely 
enough. The enema came, anil this is how- 
the uurse who administered it describes its 
effects: “As soon as I gave it to her she 
commenced to complain; she said, ‘Oh, 
nurse I don’t give mo auy more, for 
(*od s sake; it will kill me I’ I suppose 
1 gave her one-third of it; she was
complaining all the time. I set the cup 
down on the bed und called McCubbin (who 
had left the room at his wife's request when 
the nurse was about to adm inister the 
enema) and told him the injection made her 
very ill. I t made her tha t ill it threw her 
into spasms. She commenced throwing up 
and Jpirging down, aud was in greatagony, 
but got easier afterward.”

McCubbin swears tha t when he got up 
stairs his wife was straightened out and 
almost black in the lace, aud apparently in 
spasms or a fit. He says: “ I put mv hands 
underneath her to raise her from the bed; 
sho worked in the spasms about three min
utes, and in her spasms both purged and 
vomited at the same moment, which seemed 
to give her some ease. ‘Oh, my God. W ill,’ 
sho said, ‘what have you given me ? I am 
all on fire; I am burning !’ And so she kept 
on; you could hear her until ten o'clock at 
night a block off, aud she had never made 
a moan before.”

The attending physician was sent for im
mediately. It was a season of calamity. 
The physician was in full practice, and 
hurrying, as I10 w-as, from patient to patient, 
could not he found. Late a t night he came 
ol his own accord. Discovering her con
dition. lie immediately denounced the mis
take which had been made; said to several 
who were present, and a t various times, 
that the injection had injured her; took the 
bottle himself to the druggist to see whether 
per chance lie had made the mistake iu 
writing out tho formula, and is shown to 
have said that but for the injection his 
patient would have done well. He did all 
in his power to remedy the evil which had 
been done. Nothing that was tried for her 
relief succeeded. She sank gradually from 
tho time the enema was administered until 
tjjree days afterward, when she died.

When scientific gentlemen undertake to 
tell us. under such a state of facts, tha t the 
enema, as administered, was a benefit to 
tiie patient instead ol' an injury: tha t a 
substance as powerful as alcohol, in which 

auiphor, a violent stimulant, has been dis- 
dved. can be injected into one of the ten- 

derest parts of the human frame, when the 
patient is suffering from a severe attack of 
uicli a disease as tiie yellow lever is, w i thout 
ioing any harm, but, on the contrary, doing 
;ood, wo see iu our mind's eye the unfor- 
unate vie im upon whom the experiment 
as been tried, as she is descrils'd by the 

witnesses, writhing iu agony, dying, dead. 
*ndwe say that dreadful fact alone destroys 
11 the theories, and we think th a t he who, 

by himself, or those tor whose acts he is re
sponsible, caused this agony, not to s \v  
ueatli, should be made to answer for the 
fullering which he caused.

As regards tho damages, the plaintiff' lias 
not shown what he expended, and there
fore we can give him no judgm ent. As to 
tne minor child, we think he should receive 

>01*.
It is thcret ire ordere^fdjudged and de

creed, that the judgment of the District 
t ourt be avoided, annuled and reversed: 
and it is now ordered adjudged anil decreed 
tha t there be judgment in favor of plaintiff 
U iIlium McCubbin. ia his capacity as tutor 
of his minor child, William James Mc
Cubbin, and against the defendant, in the 
sum ol $-.*500, with legal interest from 
Judicial demand aud costs in both courts.

Cole's circus, traveling in the West, has 
attached to it an exhibition of wax work 
groups of fhe principal comedians in the 
Beecher case; but that is nothing. The 
same show has the guests at the Lord's 
Supper, Professor Webster, Santa Anna, 
Modoc Jack and other celebrated persons.

c h a p t e r  1.
Black troops are now an established sue 

cess, pnd herealter—while the race can 
furnish enough^ble-bodied males — the 
probability would seem that one-half the 
perinanenwnaval and military forces of the 
United States will he drawn from this ma
terial, under the guidance and control of 
white officers. To-day there is much com 
petition among the field and staff officers of 
our white volunteers—more especially in 
those regiments being disbanded—to obtain 
commissions ot like or even lower grade in 
the colored regimeDts of Uncle Sam. Gen 
eral Casey's board ot examination can not 
keep in session long enough, nor dismiss 
incompetent aspiAmts quiek enough to keep 
down the vast throngs ot veterans, with 
and without shoulder straps, who are now 
seeking various grades of command in the 
colored brigades of the Union.

Over this result all intelligent men will 
aejoice—the privivilege of being eith 
killed or wounded in battle, or stricken 
down by the disease, toils and privations 
incident to tho life of a marching soldier, 
not belonging to that class of prerogatives 
for the exclusive enjoyment of which men 
of sense, and with higher careers open to 
them, will long contend.

Looking back, however, but a few year# 
to the organization ot tho first regiment of 
black troops in the department of tne South, 
what a change in public opinion are we 
compelled to recognize ? In sober verity, 
war is not only the sternest, hut the quick 
est of all teachers; anil contrasting the 
then aud now of our negro regiments, as w 
propose to do in this sketch, the contrast 
will forcibly recall Galileo's obdurate asser
tion that “the world still moves.”

Be it known, then, tha t the first regiment 
of black troops raised in our recent war, 
was raised in the spring of1.862 by tho com 
manding general of the department of the 
South, of his own motion, aud without any 
direct authority ot law, order, or even 
sanction from the President, the Secretary 
of War, or our houses of Congress. It 
was done by General H unter as “a mill 
tary  necessity” under very peculiar oir 
cumstances, to be detailed hereafter; 
and, although repudiated a t first by the 
government—as weft so many other meas 
ures originated iu the same quarter— 
it was finally adopted as the settled policy 
of the country and of our military system, 
as have likewise since been adopted all the 
other original measures for which this offi 
cer, a t the time of their first announcement, 
was made to suffer both official rebuke aud 
the violently vituperative denunciation of 
more than one-half the Northern press 

In the spring ot 18GJ, General Hunter, 
finding himself with less than 11,000 men 
under his command, and charged with the 
duty ot holdihg the whole tortuous and 
broken seacoast of Georgia, South Carolina 
and Florida, had applied often, and in vain, 
to the authorities a t Washington for rein
forcements. Ail the troops tha t could be 
gathered in the North were less than suffi
cient for the continuous dram  of General 
McClellan's great operations against the 
enemy's capital, and the reiterated answer 
of the W ar Department was, “ You must 
get along as best you can. Not a man 
trora the North can be spared.”

On the main land of t|p> three States nomi
nally forming the Department of the South, 
the llag of the Union had no permanent 
foothold, save a t Fernandina, St. Augustine 
and some faw unimportant points along the 
Florida coast. I t  was on the sea islands of 
Georgia and South Carolina tha t our troops 
were stationed and continually engaged in 
fortifying, the enarny being everywhere 

isible and in force across the narrow 
creeks dividing us from the main land, and 
mutual raids—they across to our islands, 
and we back to their main land and up 
their creeks, with a few gunboats to help 
us—being the order of the day; yea, and  
yet oftener, of the night.
_No reinforcements to he had from the 

North; vast fatigue duties in throwing up 
earthworks imposed on our insufficient gar 
risons; the enemy continually increasing 
both in insolence and numbers: our onlv 
success the capture of Fort Pulaski, sealing 
up Savannah, and this victory offset, if not 

ounterbalaueed, by many minor gains of 
the enemy; this was about the condition of 

tfairs as seen from the headquarters front 
ing Port Royal bay, when General Hunter 
one fine morning, with twirling glasses 
puckered lips and dilated nostrils (he had 
ju s t received another “don’t bother us-for- 
reinforcements” dispatch ironi Washington) 
announced his intention of “formin'

intents,” . and compelling “every able- 
bodied black man in the departm ent' to 
fight for the freedom which could not but 
be the issue of oar war."

This resolution being taken, was imme
diately acted upon with vigor, the General 
causing all the necessary orders to be issued 
and takiug upon himeslf, as his private 
burden, the responsibility for all the 
irregular issues of ara»«, clothing, 
equipments, and rations involved in collect
ing and organizing the first experimental 
negro regiment. The men he intended to 
pay, a t first, by placing them as laborers on 
the pay rolls of the chief quartermaster; 
but it was his hope tha t the obvious ne
cessity and wisdom of the measure he had 
thus presumed to adopt w ithout.authority, 
would secure for it the immediate approval 
of the higher authorities, and the necessary 
orders to cover the required pay and supply 
issues of the force he had in contemplation.
If  his course should be indorsed by the War 
Dejiartment, well and good: if it were not 
so indorsed, why he had enough property 
of his own to pay hack to the government 
ail he was irregularly expending in this 
experiment.

But now, on the very threshold of this 
novel enterprise, came the first—and it was 
not a trivial—difficulty. Where could ex 
perienced officers bo found for such an 
organization? “ What! command niggeis!” 
was the reply—if possible more amazed 
than scornful—of nearly every Competent 
young lieutenant or captain of volunteers 
to whom the suggestion ot commanding 
this class of troops was made. “ Never 
mind," said Hunter, when this trouble was 
brought to nis notice; “ the fools or bigots 
who refuse arc enough punished by their 
refusal. Before twfi years they will be 
competing eagerly for tiie commissions they 
now reject.”

Straightway there was issued a circular 
to all commanding officers in tho depart
ment, directing them to announce to the 
non commissioned officers and men of their 
respective commands tha t commissions in 
the “South Carolina Regiments of Colored 
Infantry,” would be given to all deserving 
and reputable sergeants, corporals, and 
men who would appear a t department 
headquarters, and prove able to pass an 
examination in the manual and tactics be
fore a board of examiners, which was or
ganized in a general order of concurrent 
date. Captain A rthur M. Kiuzie, of Chi- 
cago. ;tid-de camp—now of Hancock’s Vet
eran R -serve Corps—was detailed us colonel 
of the regiment, giving place, subsequently, 
in consequence of injured health, to the 
present Brigadier General James I). Fessen
den, then a eaptain in the Berdan Sharp
shooters, though de’ailed as actiug aiil-de- 
e imp on General H unter’s staff. Captain 
Kiuzie, we may add, was General H unter’s 
nephew, and nis appointment as colonel 
was made partly on tlio grounds of superior 
tiruess; and partly to prove—so violent was 
then the prejudice against negro troops— 
that the . • 1n1uanuinggener.il asked nothing 
of others which he was not willing that one 
ot his ot. 11 il sh und blood should be eu- 
gag d ia.

Tho work was now fairly in progress, but 
the barriers ot prejudice were not to be 
lightly overthrown. Non'ccmmissione'd offi
cers and men ot tho right stump., aud able 
to pass the examination requisite, were 
scarce articles. Few had the hardihood or 
moral ge to face the screaming, riot
ous ridicule of their late associates in the 
white regiments. We remember one strik 
ing instance in point, which we shall giva; us 
a sample ot the whole.

Our lriend, Mr. Charles F. Briggs, of this 
city, so well known in literary circles, had 
a nephew enlisted in tha t excellent regi
ment the Forty eighth New York, then 
garrisoning Fort Pulaski and the works on 
T.vbee Island. Tne youngster bad raised 
himself by gallantry and good conduct to 
be a non-commissioned officer; and Mr.
Briggs was anxious that he should be com
missioned, according to his capacities, in 
the colored troops then being raised. The 
lad was sent for, passed his examination 
with credit, and was immediately offered a 
first lieutenancy, with the promise of being

made captain when his company should be 
filled up to  the required standard—proba
bly within ten days. The inchoate first 
lieutenant waa in ecstasies; a gentleman by 
birth and education, he longed for the 
shoulder straps. He appear*d joyously 
grateful; and only wanted leave to run up 
to Fort Pulaski for the purpose of collect 
ing his traps, taking leave of his former 
comrades, and procuring his discharge 
papers from Colonel Barton. • Two. days 
after tha t came a note to departm ent head 
quarters respectfully declining the commis
sion! He had been laughed and jeered out 
of accepting a captaincy by his comrades; 
and this—though we remember it more 
accurately from our correspondence with 
Mr. Briggs—was but one of many Ecore of 
precisely similar cases.

At length, however, officers were found; 
the ranks were filled: the men learned with 
uncommon quickness, having tho imitative- 
uess of so many monkeys apparently, and 
such excellent ears for music tha t all evo 
lutions seemed to come to ihem by nature. 
At once, despite all hostile influences, the 
negro regiment became onu of the lions of 
the South; and strangers fishing the de
partment, crowded out eagerly to see its 
evening parades and Sunday morning in
spections. By a  strange coincidence, its 
camp was pitched ou the lawn aud around 
the mansion of General Drayton, who com
manded tiie rebel works guarding Hilton 
Head, Port Royal aud Beaufort, when the 
same were first captured by the jo in t naval 
and military operations under Admiral Du 
Pont and General Timothy VV. Sherman— 
General Drayton's brother. Captain Dray
ton of our navy, having command of one of 
the best vessels in the attacking squadron; 
as ho subsequently took part in the first 
iron clad attack ou Fort Suiuter.

Meantime, however, the W ar Department 
gave no sign, and the oracles of the Adju
tan t General's office were dumb as the 
statue of the Sphynx. Reports of the or
ganization of the First South Carolina 
lu lantry  were duly forwarded to army- 
headquarters; but evoked no comment, 
either of approval or rebuke. Letters 
detailing what had been done, and the 
reason for doing it: asking instructions, and 
to have commissions duly issued to the offi 
cars selected; appeals that the department 
paymasters should be instructed to pay 
these negro troops like other soldiers; de
mands tha t tha government should either 
shoulder the responsibility of sustaining 
the organization, or give such orders as 
would absolve General Hunter from the 
responsibility of backing out from an ex
periment which lie believed to be essential 
to the salvation of the country—all these 
appeals to Washington proved in vain; for 
the oracles still remained profoundly silent, 
probably waiting to see how public opinion 
aad the politicians would receive this 
daring innovation.

At length one evening a special dispatch 
steamer plowed her way over the bar, and 
a perspiring messenger delivered into Gen
eral Hunter’s hands a special dispatch from 
the W ar Department, “ requiring immediate 
answer.” The General was just about 
mounting his horse for his U“ual evening 
ride along the picket line, when this por
tentous missive was brought under his 
notice. Hastily opening it, he firat looked 
grave, then began to smile, aud finallv burst 
into peals of irrepressible laughter—such 
as were rarely heard from “Black David,” 
his old army name. Never was the General 
seen, before or since, in such good spirits; 
he literally was unable to speak lroiu con
stant interruptions of laughter; and all lys 
Adjutant General could gather from him 
was: “That he would not part with the 
document in his hand for $50,000.”

At length he passed over the dispatch to 
his chief of staff, who on reading it, aad re
reading it, could find in its tex t but little 
apparent cause for merriment. I t was a 
grave demand from the W ar Department 
for information in regard to our negro regi
ment—the demand being based on certain 
resolutions introduced ov the Hon. Mr.
YV ickliffe, of Kentucky, askiDg for specific 
information ou the point iu a tone clearly 
not friendly. These resolutions had been 
dopted by Congress; and as H unter was 
without authority for any of his actions in 

the case, it seeiucd to his then not cheerful 
Adjutant General tha t the documents iu his 
hands were the reverse of hilarious.

Still H unter was in extravagant spirits 
1 he rode along, his laughter startling 

the squirrels iu the -ease pine 
oods, and every attem pt th a t ho made 

explain himself being again aud again 
interrupted by renewed peais of inextin
guishable mirth. “The fo o l,” he at. length 
managed to say: “ that old fool has just 
given me the very chance I was grow ing 
sick for. The War Department lias re- 
fused to notice roy black regiment; but now, 
in reply to this resolution, I can lay the 
m atter before the country, and force .the 
authorities either to adopt my negroes or to 
disband them.”

He then rapidly sketched out the kind of 
reply he wished to have prepared; and, 
with the first ten words ct his explanation, 
the full force ot the cause lie. had for 
laughter became apparent. Never did 
General and his chief of stuff, in a more un
seemly state of caehinnation, ride along a 
picket line. At every new phase of the 
subject it presented new features of the 
ludicrous; and though the reply, a t this late 
date, may have lost much of the drollery 
which-then it wore, it is a serio-comic docu
ment of as much vital importance in the 
moral history in our late contest as any that 
can be found in the archives under the care 
ot General E. D. Townsend. I t  was re
ceived late Sunday evening, and was 
answered very late tha t night, in order to 
be in time for the steamer Arago, which 
sailed a t daylight next morning—the dis
patch steamer which brought the request 
for “ immediate information” having sus
tained some injuries which prevented an 
immediate return. I t  was written after 
midnight, we may add, in a tornado of 
thunder and tempest such as has rarely- 
been known even on that tornado-stricken 
coast; bu t loud as were the peals aud vivid 
thft flashes of heaven's artillery, there were 
a t least two persons within the lines ou 
Hilton Head who were laughing far too 
noisily themselves to'pay any heed to ex
ternal clamors. The reply thus concocted 
and sent, from ftn uncorrected manuscript 
copy now in our possession, ran as follows: 

HatADurARTgRS Dkpakt.men r OF Tint Sucth, /
Hilton Head, s. U.,Juue, ISM. )

be wholly w ithout remedy, bad not the crime of 
Mason given them th e  right to pursue, caature 
and bring back tboee persons of whose beuiguaut 
protection they  have been thus suddenly aud 
cruelly bereft.

To tiie th ird  interrogatory, i t  is mv painful 
duty  to  reply t l is t  1 i.ever have received any 
specific au ti ority  for issues of clothing, uniforms, 
arms, equipments, and eo forth, to the  troops iu 
ourstiou—my general instructions from Mr. 
Cameron, to employ them iu anv maimer 1 might 
And necessary, anil the military'exigencies of the 
departm ent a id  the country, beiug my onlv, but 
I tru s t, sufficient, justification. Neither have 1 
had any siecitic authority  tor supplying these 
persons with shovels, spades aud pickaxes, when 
em ployiig them as laborer* nor wilh boats ai.d 
oars, w hen using them as lighter meD: but these 
are uot points lucludtil iu Mr. Wickhtie's resoul- 
t;on. To me- it seemed th a t liberty to employ 
meu in auy particular capacity implied and carried 
with it liberty, also, to supply them  with th e  
necessary too's; and. acting upon this iaith . 1 
.lave clothed, equipp-d and armed the only lo.val 
regiment yet raised in .South Carolina, Georgia or 
Florida.

I must say, in vindication of my own conduct, 
th a t, liau it not been for the n iiuv  o ther diversi
fied and imperative claims on nty time aud a t te n 
tion, a muen mote satisiactory result m ight have 
been achieved; aud thai. iu place of only one 
regiment, as a t  present, a  least five or six well- 
drilled. biiseW iiud thoioughiv acclimated r e g i 
ments, should, by this time, have been added to 
the ioyal forces of the Union.

The experim ent of arming the blacks, so far 
as i have made it, has been a complete and even 
marvellous success. They are sober, docile, atteu 
tive and enthusiastic—displaying great natural 
capacities in acquiring the duties of the soldier 
They are now eag, r beyond ail things to take the 
field and be led iuto iiciiou; aud u is the unaui 

a opinion of the officers who have had charge 
oi them th a t, iu the jieculiariiiea of this climate 
and country, they will prove invaluihle auxiliaries 
—fully equal to  the similar regiments so long and 
successfully U 6 ed  by the British authorities iu the 
V est India islands.

conclusion, I would sav it is my hope— 
there appearing no possibility of o ther reinforce
ments, owing to the exigencies oi the campaign 
iu the  Peninsula— to have orgaiiiz-d by the end of 
next tall, ami be isbie to piesent to the govern- 
rneut, from lorty  eiglit to tiity thousand,*)! these 
hardy and devoted soldiers.

Trusting th a t this letter may be made p art of 
your answer to Mr. \\ icklifie's resolutions, i have 
the honor to  be. very respectfully, your most 
obedient servant.

DAVID HUNTKR.
Mi* or General Commaudm 

This missive was duly sent, with many 
misgivings tha : it  would not get thy 
the routine ot the W ar Department in time 
to fie laid before Congress previous to the 
adjournment of that honorable body, which 
was then imminent. There were fears, too, 
tha t {lie Secretary of Wiy might think it 
not sufficiently respectful or serious in its 
tone: but such apprehensions proved 
founded. The moment it was received aud 
read in the War Department it was hurried 
down to the House, aud delivered, ore ro 
tundo, from the Clerk's desk.

Here its effect was magical. The Clerk 
could scarcely read it with decorum, nor 
could half his words be heard amidst the 
universal peals ot laughter m which both 
Democrats and Republicans appeared to 
vie as to which should be the more noisy. 
Mr. Wickliffe, who only entered during the 
reading of the la tter half of the document, 
rose to his feet in a frenzy of indignation, 
complaining that the reply, of which he had 
only heard some portion, was an insult to 
the diguicy of the House, and should be 
severely noticed.

The more he raved anil gesticulated the 
more irrepressibly did his colleagues, on 
both sides of the slavery question, scream 
and laugh; until, finally, the merriment 
reached its climax on a motion made by
ROIllf* TY1 Pill Vw-r ltvLlI* F'.vilaw if tne K/i

To th e  lion. E. 31. Stanton. Secretary of War* 
W ashington. District of Columbia:

Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ipt of a communication from the A djutant Gen

era; of the arm y, dated June 13. 1S62, requesting 
me to furnish #>ou with the information necessary 

answ er certa iu  resolutions introduced m the 
House of Representatives, June 9, 1362, on motion 
of the Hon. Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky—th eir sub- 

ee being ro inquire:
W hether I had oiganized. or was organizing, a 

regim ent of “ fugitive slaves' in th is departm ent.
2. W hether auy authority  had been given to me 

from the War Departm ent tor such organization; 
and

3. W hether I had been furnished, bv order of the 
W ar Department, with clothing, uniforms, arms, 
equipments, and so forth, for such a  for

Only haviug received tl 
th is evening, I urge forward

letter a t a 1

uuid

v*answer m
the steam er sailing to-morrow morning- 

haste preventing m efiorn entering as minute 
I could wish upon many points of detail, sm 
the param ouni importance of the  subject v 
seem to call for. But, in view *f llie near term i
nation of th e  present session of Cong.ess, and the 
w idespread interest which m ust have been aw ak 
ened by Mr. Wicklitfe s resolutions. I prefer send
ing even this imjxjifect answ er l .» waning the 
pu.iod necessary tor the collet*aon of fuller and 
iuor£ compich -nsive data.

To tiie m at question, therefore. I reply that no 
r< ginu ut of fugit i s e alai < h a » been, oi - bt in . 
organiz d in this departm ent. There is, how. ver, 
a hue regiment of loyal persons who?e Uto m a
ters a r e ‘ fugitive rebels —men v* Ua everywhere 
tiy before the appearance of the national tia^. 
leaving tlieir loyal aud unhappy servants behind 
them  to shift, as beat they can, lor t ie  mseiv* - *s o 
far. indeed, are the loya: persons composing this 
regiment from s chiug to evade t..e

r la rs, t ar tin »• a n d  a 
•quire to

jsui: oi tue

ho

endeavoring wiili commencabie /< a 
dri.l and discipline requisite tu p! 
position to go il tali and effectr. a i 
iugaeioKs and traitorous proprietor 

’io  the second question, 1 have I 
swer th a t the instructions given to Bngadmr 
General T. W. Sheim an by the ilou. Mmoii canie- 
iOU, late Secretary ot War. and turned  over to  me. 
by succession, for my guidance, do diotinctly au 
thorize me to employ “all loyal persons offering 
tlieir services in defense or the Union, aud for the 
suppression of this rebellion,” in any manner 1 may 
sue tir, or th a t circum stances may cal! lor. There 
ia no restriction as Jo the character or co.or ot tne 
persons to be employed, or the  nature ot the em
ployments—w hether civil or m ilitary—in which 
tlieir services may be used. I conclude, therefore, 
th a t 1 have been authorized to enlist “ fugitive 
slaves' as soldiers, could any such “fugitives” be 
found in th is Ccpartmeat.

No such characters, however, have yet appeared 
w ithin view of our most ad vanned pickets—the 
loyal, negroes everywhere rem aining on their 
plantations to welcome us, aid us, and supply us 
w ith food, labor and information. It is the  mas* 
tera who have in every instance been the “fugi
tives.” running away from loyal slaves as well as 
loyal soldiers; and these, as yet, we have only 
partially  been able to see—chiefly their heads over 
ram parts, or dodging behind trees, rifle iu baud, 
in the  extrem e distance. In the absence ot anv 
“fugitive m aster law, the deserted slaves would

some member—-Schuyler Colfax, if we re 
member rightly—tliat “as the document 
appeared to please the honorable .gentle
man from Kentucky so much, and as he 
bad not beard the whole of it, the Clerk be 
now requested to read the whole again”— 
a motion which was instantaneously carried 
amid such an uproar ot universal merri
ment and applause as the frescoed walls of 
the chamber have seldom heard, either be
fore or since. I t was the great joke of the 
day. and coming at a moment of universal 
gloom in the public mind, was seized upon 
bv the whole loyal press of the country as 
a kind of politico-military champagne cock
tail.

This set the question a t rest forever; and 
not long afrer the proper authorities saw fit 
to authorize the employment of “50.000 
able-bodied blacks for labor in the Q uarter
master's Department,"'Und tho arming and 
drilling as soldiers of 5000 o f‘these—but for 
the solo purpose of "protecting the women 
and children of their fellow-laborers who 
might be absent from home in tho public 
service."

Here we have another instance of the 
reluctance w ith which the national gcaveru- 
ment took up this idea of employing ne
groes as soldiers—a resolution, we may add. 
to which they were only finally- compelled 
by General H unter’s disbandment of his 
original regiment, and tiie storm ot public 
indignation which followed that act.

CHAPTER II.

Nothing could have been happier in its 
effect upon the public than General Hunter's 
reply to Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, given 
in our last. It produced a general broad 
grin throughout the country, aud the advo
cate who can set his jury laughing rarely 
loses his cause. I t also strengthened the 
spinal column of the government in a very 
marked degree, although not yet op to the 
point ol fully indorsing and accepting this 
darling experiment.

Meantime the civil authorities, of course, 
got wind of what was going on—Mr. Ilenrv 
J . Windsor, special correspondent of the 
New York Times in the departm ent of the 
South, having devoted several very graph c 

,an*l widely copied letters to a picture of 
that new thing under the sun—“Hunter's 
negro regiment.”

Of course the chivalry of the rebellion 
were incensed beyond measure at this last 
Yankee outrage upon Southern rights. 
Their papers teemed with vindictive a r
ticles again.st the commanding general who 
dareil to initiate such a novelty—the Savan
nah Re^uhUcun, iu particular, denouncing 
Hunter as -‘the cold blooded abolition mis
creant who, from his headquarters a t Hilton 
Head, is engaged in executing the bloody 
and savage behests of tiie imperial gorilia 
w ho. from his throrlo of human bones at 
Washington, rules, reigns and riote over 
the destinies of the brutish and degraded 
North."

Mere newspaper abuse, however, by no 
means gave content to the outraged l'eel- 
iugs of the chivalry. They therefore sent 
a formal demand to our government for 
information as to whether General Hunter, 
in organizing his regiment of emancipated 
slaves, had acted under the authority of 
cur War Department, or whether the vil
lainy was of his own conception.-If he had 
actea under orders, why, then, terrible 
measures of fierce retaliation against the 
whole Yankee nation were to be adopted: 
but if, per contra, the iniquity xfrere of bis 
own motion and without the sanction of our 
government, then the .foreshadowed retribu
tion should be made to fall only on Hunter 
aud his officers.

To this demand, with its alternative ot 
threats, President Lincoln was iu no mood 
to make any definitive reply. In fact no 
reply a t all was sent—for, as yet, the most 
far-seeing political augurs could not deter
mine whether the bird si-en in the sky of 
the Southern department would prove an 
eagle or a buzztnl. Public opinion was 
nflt formed upon the subject, though rapidly 
forming. There were millions who agreed 
with Hunter in believing that -‘the black 
man should bo made tight for the freedom 
which could not but oo the issue’of our 
war.” and then there were other millions 
whose conservative notions were outrageed 
at tiie prospect of allowing black men tu b e  
killed or maimed iu c rnpatiy with out- 
nobler whites.

Failing to obtain any reply, therefore, 
f ro m  the auflioriri's at Washington, the 
Ri< hmond people determined to pour out 
at-, their vengeance on the immediate per
petrators id this last Yankee atrocity, and 
1 irthwith there was i?-ued from the rebel 
W ar Department a g neral order—No. GO, 
we believe, of the e i les of 1>< -J—reciting 
that “as the government of the United 
Scat- s had refu.-ed to answer whether it 
authoriz’ d t i c  raising of a black regiment 
by General H unter or not,” said General, 
bts -tuff'and all officers under his command 
who had directly or indirectly participated 
in the unclean thing, should hereafter be 
m arantha—outlaws not covered bv the 
iaws of war. but to be executed as felons 
for the crime ol “ inciting negro insurr, c 
lions, wherever caught.”

Tills order reached the ears of the jiarties 
mainly interested just as General Hunter 
was called to W ashington—ostensibly for 
consultation on public business, bu„ reallv 
on the motion of certain prominent specu
lators in marine transportation, with whose 
“ big things” in Port Royal harbor—and 
they were enormous—the General had seen 
fit to interfere. These frauds, however will 
tone a fruitful and pregnant theme for 
some future chapters. At present our busi 
ness is with the slow but oertain growth in

the public mind of this idea of allowing 
soma black men to be killed in the late war, 
and not continuing to arrogate death and 
mutilation by projectiles and bayonets as 
an exclusive privilege for our own beloved 
white race.

No sooner had H unter been relieved from 
this special duty a t Washington than he 
was ordered back to the South, our govern
ment still taking no notice of tho order of 
outlawry against him issued by the rebel 
Secretary of War. He and his officers 
were thus sent hack to engage, w ith ex
tremely insuniciept forces, in an enterprise 
of no common difficulty, and with an agree
able sentence of sits, per col, it captured: 
hanging over their devoted heads.

“ Why not suggest to Mr. Stanton, Gen 
erat, tha t he should either, demand the spe 
cial revocation ot tha t order, or announce 
to the rebel W ar Department that onr gov
ernment has adopted your nqgro regiment 
policy as its own—which would be the same 
thing?”

I t was partly on this hint tliaf Hunter 
wrote the following letter to Jefferson 
Davis—a le tter subsequently suppressed 
and never sent,-owing to influences which 
the writer of this article does not feel him
self at liberty to reveal—further than to 
say that Mr. Stanton knew nothing ot the 
matter. Davis ami H unter, we may add, 
had been very old and intimate friends 
until divided, some years previous to our 
late war, by differences on the slavery 
question. Davis had f>r many years been 
adjutant of tho F u st United States D ra
goons, of which Hunter had been captaiu 
commanding, and a relationship of very 
close friendship had existed between their 
respective families. I t  was this thorough 
knowledge of his man, perhaps, which 
gave peculiar bitterness to H unter’s pen, 
and the letter is otherwise rem arkable as a 
jaropbecy or prcordaintiient of tha t precise 
policy which President Johnson has so fre
quently announeed und reiterated since Mr. 
Lincoln's death. I t  ran. with some few 
omissions, no longer pertinent or of public 
interest, as follows:
To Ji ffVrfion Davis, T itu lar P iesident of th e  So-

Called Confederate States 
W ashington.

our band* for the future; and that we shall be able 
to treat rebellion aa it deserves, and giva to tha 
felony of treason a felon’s death.

Very obediently, yours.
DAVID HUNTER, Ma>or General.

September 20, 1862.
Sm —While recently  In command of the  Depart 

men! of the  South, in accordance With the laws of 
war aud the d ictates of common sense. I organized 
and caused to be drilled, aim ed aim rijuijiped a 
regiment of enfranchised bondmen, known as the 
F u s t Mouth Carolina Volunteers 

For th is action, as I Cave ascertained, th e  p re 
tended go* em inent, of which you are the  chief 
officer, has issued against me and all of my officers 
who were engaged in organizing the regim ent in 
question a  general order of outlaw ry, which an 
nounces th a t, if captured, we shall not even be 
allowed the usual miserable treatm en t extended 
to snob captives as fall iuto your hands; bu t th a t 
we are to be regarded as felons, and to  receive the 
death by hanging due to such, irrespective of the 
laws of Wjv.

Mr. Davis, we have been acquainted intim ately 
in the past. We have campaigned tdkether, aud 
our social relations have been such as to make 
each understand the o ther thoroughly. T tiat you 
mean, if it  be in vour power, to execute the 
lull lig o ro f your th re a t I am well assured; and 
you will believe my assertion th a t I thank  vou 
for having raised iu connection with me and my 
acts this sharp aud decisive issue. I shall proud y 
accept, if such be the chance of war, the  m arty r
dom you menace; and heieby give vou notice 
tl at unless your general order ag a irs t me ana tuy 
officers be formally revoked within th irty  days 
ironi the  date of the  transmission of this letter, 
sent under a flag of truce, I shall take vour action 
in the m atter as final, and will reciprocate it  by 
hangiug every rtbe l officer who now-is. or may 
hereafter be taken prisoner by tile tro o rs  of the 
command to **10011 I am about returning.

Believe me th a t I rejoice a t the  aspect now 
being given to the war by the course you have 
adopted. In mv judgm ent, if ihe undoubted 
felony of treason had been treated  from the outset 
as it deserveB to be—as the sum of all felonies and 
crimes—this rebellion would never have attained 
its present menacing proportions. The war you 
and your fellow--cou*j> rators have been waging 
against tli»- United Stales m ust be regaided either 
as a  war o t justifiable defense, carried on for the  
in tegrity  of the boundaries of a sovereign confed
eration of S tates against foreign aggro-sion, or as 
the most wicked, enormous anil deliberately 
planned conspiracy agaiust hum an liberty and 
for the trium ph of treason aud slavery, of which 
tiie records ot th e  world's history contain any- 
note. ,

U our government should adopt the  [first view 
of the case, you and your fellow-rebels may justly 
claim to lie considered a  most unjustly  ‘treated  
body of disinterested patrio ts—although! perhai 
a i 'ttle  mistaken in you- connivance wilh tl 
theftr-by which vour agent. Jo in B. Flovd sue 
cceiieil io arming the Soaii) ana paitially  dis;

the  North, as a preparative to the cdninu-uce- 
merit of the struggle.

if. ou the other hand, as is the  theory of 
our government, U i-w ar you have levied a";' 
the  United SioteWbe a leiicllioii the  most, cause 

ss. orafty, cruel and bloody ever known, a con 
spiracy having T he  rule-or-ruin policy for its h a s ;*  
lie pm uderof tiie black race and thereopenin 

ot the African slave trade for Its object '
Tinued aud fa rth er deg adaiion of ninety 
of the  White population of the South iii favor o 
a  slave-driving ien per cent aristocracy, ana th 
exclusion of ali foreign horn im m igrants from 
p a it’cipation iu the generous ami eons' hospital 

foreshadowed to them in the declaration of 
dependence—if this, as I believe, hs a fair s la te  

ment of the origin arm motives of the  r» be liot 
of which you are the titu la r head, then  it w 
have been better had our governm ent ail! 
to ihe constitutional view of tieasou from the 
S ta n  and hung every man taken iu arm s agaiust 
the United Staies. from the first butchery in 
the  stree ts  of Baltimore down t« fhe last result 
'.ess battle fought in th e  vicinity  of Sharpslm ii 

If treason, iu other worcs, he anv crime, i 
IB essence of all eriiu-s; a vast machinery 

guilt multiplying assassinations into wholesale 
slaughters, and organising plunder aa the  basis 
for supporting, a  system of national brigandage 
lo u r  action, and th a t of those with whom vou are 
in league, lias its best comment in the  syinpalhv 
extended to your cause by- the despots and any 
tociacies of Europe. Vou have succeded in throw 
ing back civilization lor many years and have 
made the country th a t was the freest, happiest 
proudest.-richest, and most progressive but two 
years ago, a vast temple ot mourning, doubt 
anxiety, and privation—our m anufactures of a 1 
but war m aterial nearly paralyzed, tl.e invent 
sp irit which w-as forever developing new reso re* a 
destroyed, and our llag, th a t carried respect ever* 
w-here, new mocked by enemies who th iuk  iii 
2 lor_v tarnished, and th a t its Dower Is soon to bt 
come a tradition ot the  past.

For ah  these results, Mr. Davis, and for the 
o00 t*00 aivee already sacrificed on both sides in the 
war—some pouring out their blood ou ihe bntt e- 
held, and Others, fever-striken, w stin 
death  iu over-crowced-hospitals—you aL - 
low miser* a a ts  who have been your associates in 
th is conspiracy are responsible. Or you and them 
it may with tru tii be said, th a t jf all the lURoneut 
b.oud which you have spilled could be collected in 
one pool, th e  whole governm ent of your Con
federacy w i£ht swim in it.

I am a * a te  th a t this is not the  language in 
which the prevailing etiquette of our arm y is in 
tne hab it or considering your conspiracy. It has 
come to eass—through what Instrum entalities you 
are best able to  decide—th at the  greatest and 
worst cDime ever artem pted against the human 
family has been treated  iu certain  quarters as 
though it were a  mere error of judgm ent ou the 
part o. some gifted friends; a  th ing  to be regret
ted ot courre.aas causing more or leas disturbance 
to uhe relations of am ity and esteem heretofore 
existing between ihose charged w ith tne repr* 
siou or such eccentricities and the eccentric actor 
in tact, as a s ight political m iscalculation or pet 
cadillo, ra th er than as an outrage involving the 
desolation ot a  continent, and dem anding the 
prom ptest and severest re tribution w ithin the 
power oi human law.

* A®ve never been able to  take 
i lo v J A iv O .l  7  n ia.ter. During a lifetim e of 
active t>y. y ice, have qpen the seeds «f this con- 
sptrucy .planted in the rank soil of slavery-, and 
tn e  LpaAgrowih w atered by ju s t  such trickling* 
o. a Coukteb* aake lalse to justice, expediency 
and our Jierual in line. Had we a t au earlier day- 
commenced to call thing* by th e ir rig h t names 
and to look at the hideous features of slavery w ith 
r,U.r, " ! a ^ (a /T ‘‘om ' r-?1" ®yegiKflt ana common sense, 
instead of thiougli the rost -colored glasses cf -uu- 
posed political expediency, them  wi.nM k*. •}/«» /**./* 
more men al____ . . . .  to da.V American soil; and our
countrv would never lor a  moment have t 'n fe ip d  
her proud position as the highest exeinp a r ol the 
blessings—moral, intellectual and m aterial—to be 
derived tjom a freeform  of government.

W h ethe r your intention of hanging me and 
those of my stall and other officers who ware “ n- 
gaged in organizing the First South Carolina Vol
unteers, in case we a ie  taken prisoneis in battle 
.'il. be likely to benefit your cause oi not. is a mat- 
te r  mainly for your own consideration. For us 
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Not long after General H unter’s return  te 
the Departm ent of the South, the first step 
toward organizing and recognizing negro 
troops was taken by our governm ent, in a 
le tter of instruction#, directing Brigadier 
General Rufus Saxton—then m ilitary Gov
ernor of South Carolina. Georgia and Flori
da, within the limits of General H unter’s 
command—to forthwith raise and organize 
50,000 able-bodied blacks, fer service as 
laborers in the quarterm aster’s departm ent; 
of whom 5000— only 5000 m ark you!—might 
be arrnsd and drilled as soldiers for the pur
pose of “ protecting the women and ch Idren 
of tlieir fellow laborers who might be absent 
from home in the  public service ”

Here was authority given to General Sax
ton, over H unter’s head, to pursue some 
steps further than the experim ent which 
H unter—soon followed by General l'helps, 
also included in the rebel order of “o u t
lawry”—had been the first to initiate. The 
rebei order still remained in full force, and 
with no protest against it on the part of our 
governm ent; nor. to our knowledge, was 
any demand from W ashington ever made 
for its revocation during the existence of 
the Confederacy. I f  H unter, therefore, or 
any ot his officers, had been captured in any 
of the campaigns of the past two and a half 
years, they had the pleasant knowledge for 
their comfort th a t every rebel officer into 
whose hands they might fall, was s tric tly  
enjoined to—not“shoot, them on the snot,” 
as was the order of General Dix—but to 
hang them on the first tree, aud hang them 
quickly.

W itn the subsequent history of our black 
troops the public is already familiar. Geu- 
eral Lorenzo Thomas, titu la r A djutant Gen
eral of our army, not being regarded as a 
very efficient officer fog tha t place, was per
manently detailed on various services— 
now exchanging prisoners, now discussing 
points of m ilitary Jaw, now organizing 
black brigades down the Mississippi and 
elsewhere. Jn fact, the main object seemed 
to be to keep this General Thomas—who 
must not be confounded w ith General 
George H. Thomas, one of the true heroes 
of our arm y—away from tha A djutant 
General’s office a t Washington, in order 
tha t Brigadier General Townsend—only a 
colonel until quite recently—might perform 
all the laborious and crushing duties of 
Adjutant General of our army, while only 
signing himself and ranking as first assist
an t Adjutant General. I f  there be an officer 
who has done noble service in the late war 
while receiving no public credit for the 
same—uo newspaper puffs or public ova
tions— tha t man is Brigadier General E. D. 
Townsend, who should long since have 
been made a Major General, to rank from 
the first day of the rebellion.

Aud now lot us only add, as practical 
proof tha t the rebels, even in their most 
rabid state, were not insensible to the force 
of proper “ reasons”—the following anec
dote:

Some officers of one of our black regi
ments—Colonel liigginson’s, we believe— 
indiscreetly rode beyond our lines a t St. 
Augustine in pursuit of game—but whether 
feathered or female this deponent sayeth 
not. Their guide proved to be a spy, who 
had given notice of the intended expedition 
to the enemy; and the whole party  were 4 
soon surprised and captured. The next we 
beard of them they were confined in t l»  
condemned cells of one of the Florida S tate 
prisons and were to be “ tried”—i. e. sen
tenced and executed—as “having been 
engaged in inciting negro insurrection.”

We had then some wealthy young slave
holders belonging to the first families of 
South Carolina in the custody of L ieutenant 
Colonel J . F . Hall, now Brigadier General, 
oi this city, who was our provost marshal; 
and it was on this basis General H unter 
resolved to operate. “ Release my officers 
ot black troops from your condemned cells 
a t once, and notify me of the fact. Until 
so uotitied, your first lamily prisoners in my 
hands,” the names then given, “ will receive 
precisely similar treatm ent. For each of 
my officers hung, I will hang three of my 
prisouers who are s la v e h o ld e r s T h is  dose 
operated with instautaneous effect, and the 
next letter received from our captured 
officers set forth th a t they were a t large on 
parole, and treated as well as they could 
wish to be iu tha t miserable country.

W e can not better conclude this sketch, 
perhaps, than by giving the brief but preg
nant versos in which our ex-orderly. Private 
Allies O Reilly, late ot the old Tenth Army 
Corps, gave his opinion on this subject.
1 hey were first published in connection 
with the banquet given by General T. F. 
M eagher and the officers of the Irish Bri
gade to the returned veterans of th a t or
ganization on the thirteenth ot January ,
18ol, a t Irving Ila ll. Of th is song it may, 
perhaps, be said, in veii’-y and w ithout 

t-'uat—as General H unter’s le tte r to 
Mr. Wickliffe had settled the negro soldier 
controversy in its official and congressional 
lorin—so did the publication and immediate 
popular adoption of these verses conclude 
all argument upon this m atte r in the mind 
° '  * *jeaera^ , public. Its common sense, 
with a dash of drollery, a t once won over 
the Irish, who had been the b itterest oppo- 
uents ol the measure, to become its friends, 
ana from tha t hour to this the attacks upon 
tne experiment oi our nbgro soldiery have 
Deon so tew and far between tha t, indeed, 
jney may be said to have ceased altogether. 
tt ra iD, J18 lo*loW8> at>d appeared in the 
Ucrttld th a  morning after the banquet, as 
portion of the report ot the speeches aud 
tea lvities:

SAMBO’S K tO IIT  TO BK K ILT.

Air—“ Tlae Low-Backed Car.”
Some say it is a burnin’ charm* 

to  make the uaygurs fiiffit.
An’ th a t t t e  lluouie o' beiu’ liilt 
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But as tor me, ujion my aowl,
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An every hour in the  day, '
ThA n'm tai10 b‘’ ,1’11 ‘b rid e  wid him,An d m l a  word I'll say.

In battle s wild •ommotion 
I shouldn’t a t  all object,

H Sambo'S body should stop a  ball 
1 fiat was coinin' for me direct- 

An the prod ot a  Southern bagnet, 
so liberal are we here "  ’

I'll resign, and let Sambo take it 
Ou every day  in th e  year

On every day in the  year, bays.
All mJ'ir»e5’“e o ’dT0ur pride,

•'rod

TlJS,“ <i3' "'L9 ?biPct to S!«ubo
. S,fl®ulf  tak e  flis place an ' ficht

apai-

^ M ’X ^ u c b t u rThe right to be k ilt 1*11 divide whl him 
An give him the largest half! '

In regard to Air. H unter’s renlv *■,* xr
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1 m artyr; ana 1 rejoice a t  every 'proi
d e n e ___
blood of th  ____________^
pect of m aking our struggle Gore earnest ana 
exorable on both sides; tor the sharper the  conflict 
the  sooner ended—the more vigorous and remorse
less the  strife the less blood m ust be abed in ir 
eventually. *

In conclusion, let me assure you, th a t I rejoice 
W’..h  my W h o le  heart th a t your order in njy case 
*nd .h a . of tny etficers, J  unrevoked, will untie
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