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Family jars are too often jugs.

Hooking a drees 
tice.

, not a disbonost prao-

Basiness must be dull when a man can 
not make a  dollar.

The original maid of Athens i 
ng. She is a Mrs. Black.

Whittier has written a poem for Christ­
mas called “Mabel Martin.”

William Allen will do great good i 
eylvania—for the Republicans.

Florists now use sawdust in large quanti­
ties for its root producing qualities.

It is claimed that a picture of the verita­
ble Pocahontas has been lound in England.

Mary” has been 
then, Tennyson

failure as a 
i not Shake­

speare

The Economy of Thought and Think- 
is the title of a new book by Tom 

Hughes. _ _______
ith peo-It is thought Alaska will fill up 

pie when all other parts of the world are
crowded. _ _  _

Iceland has only one jail. It is too cold 
there for Deople t  > go round nights gotting 
into lockups. __________

William Alien did not die in the arms of 
the people, as he predicted, lie killed nim- 
self on the stump.

It is said the Whigs will go with the Dem­
ocrats. In that case it can easily bo told 
where they will go.

Some of the Nebraska towns must be 
barefooted. The Omaha Bee says, “Hum­
boldt wants a shoemaker.”

A man may have good aims in life, and 
yet be perfectly useless as a citizen. Look 
at Bogardus, the pigeon shooter.

Philadelphia papers say that Mrs. .lames 
A. Oates “is as pretty as a picture.” That 
is all right if the picture is pretty.

Make no mistake on a quiet, meek look- 
i ng man. He may be considering how hard 
a blow it will take to knock yon down.

Henry Watterson, of the Louisville 
Courier Journal, says that Hayes would 
make a formidable candidate lor the Presi 
dency. ________

The Pandora returned to England with 
nothing new in her box. Summer tqurists 
are not the people who are to disoover the 
North Pole.

The “Two Orphans” of the St. Charles 
Theatre party have been so long in the 
knotty meshes of the law that they are now 
4 ‘Oliver Twist.”

Modern critics appear as if their work 
wae to point out imperfections; and many 
of them can not appreciate the beautiful 
when they see it.

Mr. James Russell Lowell has invented a 
cer; beatitude: “Blessed are those who have 
nothing to say, and who can not be per­
suaded to say it.”

The first subscription entertainment 
given by the Orleans Skating Club, will 
take place at Odd Fellows’ Hall on Friday 
evening. November a, 1875.

An Irish eardener lately killed a snake in 
Ireland. Tho reptile had been snaked into 
the Emerald Isle, notwithstanding the in- 
j unction of St. Patrick.

The pedigree of the Townsend family has 
been given by “Gath,” and it does not in­
clude the sarsaparilla man. who has a patent 
right to be remembered.

W. R. Fish, Esq , chief editor of the Re­
publican, left Washington for home yes­
terday morning, and will arrive on Monday 
night by the Mobile route.

I t is estimated that the government loses 
a million dollars annually through the 
practice of washing defaced postage stamps 
and using them over again.

With all the water there is in the Missis­
sippi river, it appears strange that the
father of waters can not supply enough to 
put on the bar at the mouth.

A great deal has been said about Cleo­
patra’s needle. She probably lost it, for 
she looked so-so when she met Antony, and 
as if she needed more clothes made np.

A man who had taken the premium for 
the best barley in Connecticut felt well paid 
for the experiment of swelling his grain in 
-water before it was seen by the judges.

The stockholders of the Workingmen’s 
Co-operative Association will meet at No. 
•J00 Poydras street, on Monday evening, for 
the purpose of choosing a board of direc­
tors. __________

The opera house at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
was destroyed by fire recently, the alarm 
being given while Frank Aiken’s company 
wae playing in the sixth act of the “Two 
Orphans.” • _

It  is said that Richard Grant White, who 
is now in England, is perfectly indifferent 
to  the fate of his miscellaneous writings, 
and it may be added that many of his read­
ers feel that way too. The question came 
up concerning the proposition to collect and 
republish his magazine work.

Captain Dawkins, of the British navy, is 
not, it appears, dismissed from her majesty's 
service, bnt merely from the«Dommand 
of her majesty’s ship Vanguard. The 
Vanguard is now lying at the bottom 
of tho Mean, and, as the tandon Spec­
tator ironically observes, “is not likely to 
be sooh again wider sailing orders.” The 
punishment, therefore, ia rather an ideal 
one.

THE PERILS OF POLITICAL PATRONAGE.

No king has ever 16st Bis crown but be­
cause of the cruelty or corruption of his 
courtiers. To save the trouble of citing 
examples from sultans and viziers, Hor- 
gias, Stuarts and Bourbons, we defy any 
example to prove the contrary. The Rea­
son is obvious—human nature is so falli­
ble, and the greed of power so universal 
that those who most abase themselves be­
fore the king are intrusted with his sig­
net, and the sycophant is always a tyrant. 
The subjects endure; they complain. The 
courtier communicates the complaint to 
the monarch, and the subject suffers from 
the vengeance of the sycophant whom he 
has offended. The subjects retaliate upon 
the monarch. The throne is overthrown 
to annihilate the vermin who have taken 
refuge under it. This may happen though 
the king may be as amiable as Sardanapa- 
lus, Louis XV., of France, or as him of 
whom it was said—

A bf-tter farmer ne’er brushed dew from lawn,

The Louisianian call* attention to the 
fact that Smith, whoa, tha White Ltaa 
organ. eo bitterly Aaeannna at tha "brutal 
aad ignorant" nheriff nI b at FeUalaaa who 
aaua4 all tha row la that * ■!* , .  wae a 
t u b a  mfaaatooratle eagre eaeW ete, nn* 
waaetaatalby tha While Uaa De*ewte

W  ead(oarltUy)<h* »**:1 - •  * *  »U pa-
ereatioa of tha eppoeitton; aad ia charge- N lta ii aara that which It cognate andareatioa ef tha eppoaitku 
able, with all tha .T i l  ha created, to tho 
DaaMOratle party

Republics are by no means exempt from 
the same evil, though they are saved from 
overthrow by the right of the people to 
change an administration by suffrage. 
The explosion is prevented by the safety 
valve. But republics adopt that degrad­
ing substitute lor the personal preroga­
tives of the crown which goes by the name 
of patronage. A system which can only 
rest on the rigid restrictions of the one 
man power, yields to individual discretion 
the choice' of officers to execute the laws. 
With the indisputable truth that a major­
ity of the people are fitter to choose their 
own officers than any one man can be to 
designate the officers, the custom has 
crept into and through the republican 
system of America which awards the pat­
ronage of a majority of the people to the 
discretion of “a single person.” There 
are some States which have always hated 
the rule of “a single person,” as their 
English republican ancestors had done. 
The constitutions of such States have 
restricted executive patronage within 
very narrow limits. The Governor of 
Massachusetts, we believe, has no power 
of appointment except his military staff 
as commander-in-chief. The same jeal­
ousy of executive discretion, and the same 
devotion to the elective principle run 
through the constitutions of almost all the 
States of the Union.

Recurring to the proposition that the 
exercise of executive patronage is perilous 
to the administration and the ascendency 
of party, we wish to call attention to the 
convictions of President Grant upon the 
subject. No public officer could have 
been surrounded by more difficulties in 
distributing patronage. A million of men, 
more or less, connected with the late vic­
tory, were pressed upon him. He had 
little knowledge of civilians, or of their 
comparative qualifications for office. He 
at once relieved himself from the labor of 
subordinate appointments. The impossi­
bility of assuring the integrity of one 
hundred thousand office holders was man­
ifest. He began to scrutinize the qualifi­
cations of applicants. It offended those 
■who claimed to participate in this patron­
age. He has instituted the most rigid 
system of investigation into frauds in the 
customhouses, the internal revenue, and 
the Indian bureau.

The enemies of the administration give 
him no credit for his difficulties or for his 
inexorable punishment even of his party 
friends. These enemies treasure all the 
abuses as arguments*against the very vir­
tue which has exposed them. The political 
associates of Tweed and Connolly de­
mand to be placed in position for reform, 
and even some office seekers of the Re­
publican party combine in opposing the 
continued service of President Grant be­
cause his power of appointment is ex­
hausted by exercise, and there would be 
little prospect for new men to get into of­
fice under an administration organized on 
so strict-a basis. All offices under the 
republican system should be elective by 
the people. Those which are in their na­
ture executive should be filled with great 
care. In both cases the offices should 
agree in political principle with the power 
which appoints. Since, however, that 
power is responsible to the people, the of­
ficer should be of undoubted integrity and 
properly competent to the discharge of 
official duties, otherwise not only will the 
opposite party denounce the appointment, 
bnt the disappointed applicants for the 
office, though belonging to the same party, 
will swell the clamor against him.

We deem it a duty to say that the sys­
tem of official appointment in Louisiana 
presents the same evils which have so 
much embarrassed the administration of 
President Grant. No other State consti­
tution confers upon the executive so 
much patronage. Judicial, military and 
municipal officers are to be appointed by 
an executive who can not be, in all cases, 
well informed as to the personal qualifica­
tions of applicants. The credit of a good 
appointment is not acknowledged, but 
the censure of on unfortunate appoint­
ment falls upon the whole Republican 
party. This excessive patronage is an 
evil. It imperils the ascendency of re­
publican principles. I t  is the pursuit of 
this patronage which infuriates the De­
mocracy.

We have always doubted the success of 
this Democratic custom of accumulating 
upon the executive the salaries and con­
tracts of the State:

1. I t  is contrary to republican princi­
ple to appoint any officer who can be 
elected by the people.

2. It is contrary to republican princi 
pie to give the executive the power to ap­
point the judiciary.

3. It is in the highest degree injurious 
to exercise the form of municipal ap­
pointment at executive discretion. With 
this exposition of the perils of patronage 
we wonW ask the opposition organs 
whether they would consent to unite in

ef the ‘ constitution as

indispensable to his department ? 2. Re­
mit to the Legislature and to the people

the election of all military, judicial and 
municipal officers?

We make this overture and challenge to 
the Democracy, though we have no idea 
that they will assent to any measure which 
will deprive many of the aspirants of the 
chief inducement to political excitement. 
We therefore confine the discussion of the 
perils of patronage to its effects upon con­
tinued Republican ascendency.

"PARLOR P.”
This impartial and imperturbable apart­

ment has heard with equal composure the 
conference of Confederate c ommittees and 
federal councils of war. I t is alike appro­
priate to arrange the obsequies of the dead 
or to organize the joys of the living. There 
the politicians may plan the victory or 
divide in advance the spoils; there Dem­
ocracy has held its most exclusive coun­
cils, and there Democracy has yielded to 
necessity and again opened its arms and 
its jaws to receive all comers. “Parlor P ” 
must have smiled at this change of de­
meanor. * ‘Parlor P” must have absolutely 
winked through its windows and chande­
liers as it saw Mr. Voorhies, who is re­
garded as at heart one of the most exclu­
sive Democrats in the State, recommend­
ing a call of all opposed to the present 
“usurpatory State government” to meet 
for the purpose of sustaining the Wheeler 
compromise.

Mr. Rigbtor made a stand for the un­
diluted Democracy. He claims that this 
centra! committee is the sole patentee, 
authorized to call a Democratic conven­
tion, and pronounces all other imitations 
“as in defiance of authority.” Among 
other consequences the resolutions of Mr. 
Rigbtor predicted, from such unauthor­
ized actions, “a diversion of the Demo­
cratic and Conservative press in the pres­
ence of the enemy.” That this press 
furnished a very diverting spectacle we do 
not deny, but we can not see how this 
revocation and repudiation of the author­
ity of the Marr-Booth leaders can aid in 
restoring harmony among them.

We understand this thing perfectly. The 
Democracy, which Las had nearly as many 
an alias as any other fugitive from 'p o ­
litical justice, thought a few weeks ago 
that it could stalk boldly forth and claim 
the fruit of its own successful audacity. 
I t  repudiated all partners and pals. It 
said that none need pretend a genuine au­
thority unless their Democracy was blown 
in the glass by John Slidell. The Booth- 
Marr proclamation applauded the nomina­
tion of William Allen, and declared gen­
erally that while a Democrat could take 
any side of any question, national or local, 

>ne entertaining these various opinions 
could be eligible to office unless he was a 
Democrat This programme stood, and 
notwithstanding that Administrator Burke 
dared to wrestle i t  open contest with one 
great political athlete for the right to re­
tain his own political patronymic of Fusion- 
ist, yet did our grand political champion 
strut the stage and proclaim that there 

but one name nnder which men could 
be politically saved, and that was Democ­
racy undiluted.

Ohio voted. The Bill Allen cataclysm 
swallowed up and destroyed the Bill 
Allenite Democracy, and exposed all his 
promoters and associates to a storm of 
Democratic obloquy which has caused 
them to seek shelter in any cranny of po­
litical obscurity. Since that election 
neither Mr. Marr or Mr. Booth, nor Mr. 
Booth or Mr. Marr, ha^'e spoken, have 
written or have chirped in tongue or print. 
Sitting in the sackcloth of refuted predic­
tion, pelted with the reproach of impecu­
nious poolers, avoided by those who had 
been prepared to send up rockets for 
success, but who now hedge on account 
of failure, sits Mr. Booth. We were sur­
prised to see that Mr. Marr, whose call of 
a Democratic convention for November 
next has been so much censured, was 
present, presiding over this surrender to 
the Conservatives. Certainly the fate of 
these two orphana of an exploded Democ­
racy should not have been divided. Yet it 
is so. While Mr. Booth sits musing over 
a napless Democracy, Mr. Marr is presid­
ing over the courtmartial which virtually 
condemns their joint and unauthorized 
programme. Will this indignity be 
submitted to in silence? Shall there 
be, as at a private wedding, ' “no 
cards”—no letters—no orations or re­
signations—no nothing? The public 
will demand to know whether the Demo­
cratic party is a unit in refusing to recog­
nize any political affix or suffix to its 
ancient appellation: Were Messrs. Booth 
and Marr mere reivers and raiders, gallop­
ing through the political range and brand­
ing a huge D on the posteriors and 
withers of the political herd, br were they 
honestly confining this designation to 
their own political cattle?

This admission of a very junior partner 
shows a very shaky firm. There are still 
more deplorable indications of impending 
Democratic insolvency. The Democracy 
abandoned all its political principles. 
Now it proposes to institute the issue of 
a ‘‘usurpation,” which can alone be de­
termined by Congress, or the next State 
election. Of what advantage will a polit- 
cal combination, be in determining the 
action of Congress? Of what effect would 
be the popular decision in November next 
that W. P. Kellogg was not duly elected 
Governor in 1872? His term of legal ser­
vice will expire at the same date that his 
successor will be installed. # His competi­
tor, Mr. McEnery, and other officers elect, 
as of 1872, may, like Messrs. Sheridan 
and Lawrence, receive their back pay, bnt 
ia this an ispue worthy of putting this 
State in civil war? Business men, land­
lords and tenants will say not

When the very junior partner comes to 
look into the obligations and assets of the 
undiluted Democracy, it will limit its 
indorsement to very special paper duly 
protected by collateral issues.

Parlor P looks down upon this con­
clave and amiles grimly. The undiluted 
Democracy grabbed for alL Tha Ohio 
alections so dismayed and demoralized 
them that they are willing to divide what 
they could not monopolize. When the 
harmonious conspirators shall have do-

parted to tip congratulatory glasses over 
this revocation of the Marr-Booth procla- 
clamation; when the domestics shall have 
turned off' the gas and carried the keys to 
the office, Parlor P can not help being 
excited. The table will hint to the carpet 
this thing can not stand; chair will answer 
to chair that there is to be trying times on 
furniture. All will subside into ominous 
silence as the anticipation of a Democratic 
vindication which shall fracture the backs 
of chairs, thump a rickety table into 
fragments, and stamp the very soul out 
of the most threadbare public carpet. 
Parlor P  sleeps. When will'wts dust 
and echoes be awakened by the gavel 
of President Brickell, the indignant 
philippics of the repudiated Booth, or 
the logical demonstration of the 'dis­
avowed Marr? How long will it be vin­
dicated on the very spot where it has been 
denounced, renounced and given away by 
its grand" central authority? For this 
parlor P trembles in every splinter of its 
lloors and furniture, and every thread of 
its carpet.

THE JETTIES.

We trust that all interested in the en­
terprise or honor of opening the mouth 
of the Mississippi upon Engineer Pauger’s 
suggestion to concentrate its current by 
closing all outlets save one, will do the 
R e p u b l ic a n  this justice: It is to remem­
ber that we accepted the experiment of 
Mr. Eads in good faith. Wo have con­
scientiously refrained from intimating 
any opinion which might, even to the 
humble extent of Republican authority, 
have impaired its success in our commu­
nity. We learned from publications made 
when the proposal was made to substitute 
the jetty for the canal that the projector 
had ample funds, and only asked to be 
pllowed to make the experiment on the 
principle of “no cure no pay.” We still 
maintain this impartial position. We nrc 
still willing to contribute whatever we 
can to solve the problem of more 
than a century—how can the bar be re­
moved? The matter seems, however, to 
assume an aspect differing greatly from 
the first proposal. We have publications 
to show that the escape of water through 
those channels which the river makes 
for itself through the marsh about its 
outlet, has so reduced the head and 
pressure above the passes as to impair 
the cutting force of the current. Then, 
as we understand, it is proposed to close 
these outlets from Bonnet Carre down to 
and including the Jump and Cubitt’s 
sluice, in order that the concentration of 
current may be effectually secured.

How shall this be done ? The jetty ex­
periment can not be expected to add an in­
cidental cost oT millions to the principal 
enterprise. It certainly can not expect 
the United States to’adopt the jetty enter­
prise and incur the expense of closing all 
the outlets save one. We hope no one 
considers that the scientific and practical 
men who asked this concession from the 
government did not know the regimen cf 
the river, and did not accept the permission 
to experiment without a full knowledge 
of the head acd pressure upon the outlet 
assigned and accepted. We trust that 
there is no idea anywhere that the United 
States is under any obligations to furnish 
any head and pressure of current at the 
cross section of tho stream above the 
bifurcation of the passes. I t can not be 
possibly supposed that the government is 
liable for any disappointment for the 
alleged deficiency of this pressure to effect 
the success of the jetty experiment.

The State of Louisiana has a special in­
terest in this subject. The whole sugar 
and part of the cotton crop of Louisiana 
is protected by some 1500 miles of levee. 
It has long been a question mooted by as 
able bydraulists and mathematicians as will 
ever come among us, whether the agricul­
ture of Louisiana can be best protected by 
levees or by the relief of lateral outlets. 
It will be perceived .therefore that the 
natural interests of sugar and cotton cul­
ture, as also that of commerce, are in­
volved in the hermetical closure of lateral 
outlets. We should prefer to save our 
crops from the possibility of injury, and 
Congress, which is called on to build lev­
ees for the protection ot the national crop, 
should examine carefully whether the one 
interest will interfere with the other.

We have noted with some surprise that 
the press of St. Louis, which assailed the 
press and people of New Orleans with the 
most unworthy motives, in proposing a 
canal made and maintained at the cost of 
the nation to any individual enterprise 
whatever, still charges itself with the im­
provement of the whole river navigation.

I t has been true that in our local con­
flicts Louisiana has greatly neglected the 
care of these local interests, but that is no 
reason a commission of incompetency 
should issue to put her affairs in the hayds 
of her guardians and next friends. The 
St. Louis press has intimated that Con­
gress should appropriate some fifteen mil­
lions of dollars to guarantee adequate 
navigation between St. Louis and tlie sea. 
To this we should have no objection. 
We, however, understand this suggestion 
to imply that Mr. Eads, who has volun­
tarily undertaken to furnish deep water at 
the river mouth without present pay, is 
to be appointed to conduct this improve­
ment and apply this appropriation. We 
by no means depart from our voluntary 
and verbal assurance that we would offer 
no impediment to the jetty experiment 
when we say that we oppose any proposal, 
should such be made, to commit the con­
trol of our river navigation to any person 
whatever., We are opposed to monopolies. 
We can not consent that the Congress of 
the United States shall delegate such a 
duty to any man or set of men. Human 
life is too short. Human intellect, energy 
and integrity too prechrious to perform 
any such trust.

In our impartiality, we may add our 
entire opposition to any plan or plot to 
confer npon any company or contractor 
the duty of building or maintaining the 
levees of the Mississippi. We respect­
fully caution the Republican minority in 
Congress against permitting the govern­
ment to commit itself to either scheme

should either scheme, or any similar 
scheme, appear in the House or in the 
lobby at the next session. Tho Republi­
can party bas had burdens enough to 
carry in Credit Mobilier railroads and 
schemes for irrigation and flnming the 
mountain mines of Nevada.

The company which has undertaken to 
improve navigation by the jetties has our 
best wishes for its speedy aud complete 
success, but we shall protest against any 
enlargement of authority or variation o* 
the grant. Especially do we oppose any 
complication of levee building and cre­
vasse closing with the experimental enter­
prise now under construction at South 
Pass.

A DEMOCRATIC CITY IN TROUBLE.

I t is not known to those who read none 
but Democratic newspapers that the city 
of New York, like that of New Orleans, 
is, aud has for years been, governed by 
the Democracy. The debt of New York 
is even larger in proportion to property or 
population than that of New Orleans, 
while the rate of taxation is tho same, 
though those who defend the superior 
economy of New Orleans, say that the 
real estate of New York is not assessed at 
its full market value.

Our Democratic press is clamoring for 
a change in the State government to 
effect economy in municipul expenditures. 
I t complains that an excess of some ten 
or twenty per cent in the cost of the 
police and schools is the true cause of our 
burdens. All this money of tho schools 
and police is expended in the city and 
goes to the landlords and corner gro­
ceries. The complaint that such compara­
tive trifles have caused such commercial 
embarrassment is the explanation of the 
inebriate:

But Democratic New York suffers, it 
would seem, from the same infirmity 
with Democratic New Orleans, and the 
real estate owners of the one are as much 
disturbed as those of the other.

Here is what the New York Times says 
on the subject:

Matters have come to a pretty puss in this 
city when the owners of property to the 
value of millions ot dollars are asking 
themselves whether it would not be better 
to abandon it to the tax collector instead of 
continuing to pay the ruinous amount of 
taxes and assessments which are yearly 
levied upon it. To this class it can not be 
too often repeated that their only safety lies 
in sending men to the Legislature pledged 
to pass such laws as will imperatively put 
an end to the growth of the city debt, and 
in electing representatives to the Board of 
Aldermen who will refuse to sanction any 
work on new streets unless petitioned for 
by the mpj >rity of those who have to pay 
for it.

The Times then revives some reminis­
cences of the Tweed regime, when that 
Democratic leader audited accounts with­
out foundation, and took twenty-five per 
cent commission upon them.

Here is the specific Democratic resist­
ance to reform and economy:

It should be remembered that ever? effort 
made in the last Legislature to repeal the 
old ring statutes under which certain de­
partments can contract debt at disore'ion, 
and to devise new laws under whioh a 
gradual reduction of the debt should be 
provided for, were defeated by the efforts 
of the Democrats ia the Assembly. Had 
the bills relating to this city, which were 
passed by the Republican Senate last year, 
been allowed to become law, they would 
already have made a difference of a million 
or two in the amount ot the dept. It was 
through the agency of Mayor Wickham 
and John Keily that these bills were de­
feated, and belore the taxpayers of New 
York can have the slightest ohance of relief 
from Albany there must be a Republican 
majority in both houses of the Legislature.

If these charges be true, the Louisiana 
Democracy would find very little advan­
tage in committing the federal govern­
ment to such hands.

No Democratic paper will, of course, 
divulge'the iniquities of its political asso­
ciates, and not one Democratic hench­
man in a thousand knows or believes that 
Tweed, the Democratic leader, has been 
sent to the State prison as a convicted rob­
ber, and that his band of Genet and other 
Democrats have fled to foreign parts to 
escape the penalty of their crimes.

Candor compels us to say that the Re­
publican party stands fairer before the peo­
ple during the current campaign than tor 
many years previous. It has been sharply 
castigated for its misdeeds; most of the 
meu who brought it into disrepute have 
been thrust out of the political field in dis­
grace, and those who remain have virtually 
no longer a show in the leadership. The 
Republican masses are aroused, aud once 
more the voice ot the party has got the old 
time ring of honesty, reform and efficient 

‘execution of the public.trusts. The people 
potent m tho party again.

TEXAS STATESMANSHIP.

While Ohio La* been in the throes of 
painful election convulsions, while Ne­
braska and Iowa have been setting their 
Republican houses in order, Texas has 
had a constitutional convention, a Demo­
cratic State Constitutional Convention, 
which has been legislating away out in 
the Lone Star State, through drouth and 
flood, cyclones and gales, unmindful of 
the people’s wishes, and regardles of cost 
The Democratic State Constitutional Con­
vention has been at work about seven 
weeks. It met to tinker the constitntion; 
those instrumental in getting it up con­
cluded a new constitution was necessary 
to keep the State forever Democratic, and 
the tinkers have tried all plans and ac­
complished nothing. They appear to be 
legislating for all time, and are doing more 
than was expected of them. They whack 
away at the railroad systems, at the judici­
ary system, at public education, at bills of 
rights, at qualified suffrage, taxation, of­
fice holding and everything else. Some 
days they abolish the office of Lieutenant 
Governor, then they decrease the salary of 
the Governor, and candidates for future 
Legislatures fear there will not be a job 
left by the time the Democr&tio consti­
tutional fellows get through. In some 
States the idea prevails that if a poll tax 
is established, followed by a law requir­
ing all voters to show a t the polls receipts 
for poll tax paid, a great many colored 
men could be temporarily disfranchised. 
The Texaa constitutional Democrats tried 
that on, but the Grangers bolted and de­
feated the poll tax suffrage qualification 
by voting with the Republicans. And 
then the Grangers are lampooned by the 
Democratic organs. One headlight says: 
4‘The trouble is, that the Grangers in the 
convention do not represent the real inter­
ests of the Grangers out of it. It is na­
tural that the chaff should hurry to the 
top, and the men who are floating on top 
in this Granger flood, are not the ones, as 
a general thing, in whom to place im­
plicit confidence.” The Galveston people 
want something done and are not likely 
to get it, Galveston wants help from the

State to build a protection levee. She 
wants a law granting right of way and 
power to condemn private property nnd 
use it for such a levee, and wants lands 
donated. The towns away from the coast, 
depending upon railroads, care but little 
for the Gulf trading post, and will oppose 
special legislation for the benefit, of Gal­
veston. The Xews says of the convention: 
“It  is certain that more considerate coun­
sels, more liberal views, and more gener­
ous aspirations must prevail, or the public 
disesteem which is falling upon the con­
vention will be intensified into withering 
fierceness.”

With the Grangers turned to chaff and 
voting with the Republicans, and wither­
ing fierceness falling upon the members 
generally, the Democratic constitutional 
convention must be in a bad way. The 
Waco Reporter speaks of the honorable 
body as a bitter pill, and yet it is a very 
expensive medicine, making the State 
sick instead of strengthening her consti­
tution. The Reporter says: “The con­
vention will adjourn, the new constitu­
tion’ will be submitted, it  will be re­
jected, and the gentlemen who framed it 
will retire to private life the worst politi­
cally damned set of men, collectively 
speaking, whoever aspired to civic dis­
tinction, or sought to legislate for an in­
telligent people.” There is no usurpa­
tion in Texas, yet the people are un- 
happy.

THE PEOPLE AT THE HELM,

The Pittsburg Dispatch says of the 
Pennsylvania Republicans:

It is conceded on every side now that 
they hold the November elections in their 
bunds.

It adds:

We note in the same connection the 
rigid exploration—we can call it nothing 
else—of officical delinquency ordered by 
President Grant in the federal appoint­
ments of Arkansas and Texas. The Re­
publican party everywhere is determined 
that its principles shall not be debased by 
the selfish schemes of individual aggran­
dizement. This noble party, to whom 
has been bequeathed the destinies of the 
republic, will not be expelled from its 
trust for the deeds of venal and incom­
petent men. This imputation has been 
the only impediment to the universal 
accession to the Republican party, and 
the nominal adoption and avowal of its 
cardinal doctrines. The Democracy has 
been ordered to disperse. Each man has 
been commanded to save and shift for 
himself. He may take service on any side 
of any question, according to his locality.

This general order liberates thousands 
of voters who differ in nothing from lie- 
publicans in principle, but who have been 
barred by the Tweedites against what 
those gentlemen figuratively called Radi­
cal rascalities.

The rigid review made by President 
Grant, with the exposure and ex­
pulsion of recreant impostors who 
have taken the name of Repub­
lican in vain, shrives the national 
party of this unjust imputation, and will 
relieve the people from uny danger of in­
stalling those political jayhawkers now en­
gaged in bushwhacking for office. The 
people of Pennsylvania have followed in 
this reform. The Republicans of Louis­
iana commenced it by discarding from 
trust members of its own party who had 
assumed in the name of the party to load 
the people down with 4ebt and taxes, and 
who had brought the party into reproach 
by concessions of monopoly which our 
political opponents now employ to enrich 
themselves and oppress the people.

When the record of Republican reform 
shall b6 made up, we proudly say that 
Louisiana, with her majority of negro Re­
publicans, has expelled some eminent 
leaders, arrested and reduced the public 
debt, and instituted the most important 
amendments of constitntion and laws.

The people—the people always Repub­
lican—are moving. They kick aside the 
rickety clap-trap of Democratic platforms, 
and they cast out of the temple of freedom 
those mercenary impostors who may have 
stolen the Republican garb to cover their 
fraudulent purposes. These two base 
elements expelled and excluded, the peo­
ple will purify and perpetuate Republican 
rule in America.

How many conventions have been 
called for the first Wednesday in January 
is now the leading question ameng the 
uninitiated. We look in vain to the 
organs of “all the elemfents opposed to 
Republicanism” for a solution of the 
problem. Their views are evidently as 
confused as their statements. The Ree, 
for instance, informs the readers below 
Canal street that “a Democratic conven­
tion has been called for the first Wednes­
day in January.” The Picayune is au­
thority for our supposing it to be a “Con­
servative” convention, while the Times 
and Bulletin agree in naming it the 
“Democratic Conservative convention.” 
These contradictory authorities aie very 
confusing to a lay inquirer of the opposi­
tion faith, who is sincerely anxious to 
know by what namo he is to be called 
during the ensuing year. The Repub­
licans, of course, have to^depend entirely 
npon the organs *or their information, as 
the party has pretty well ignored the offi­
cial head of their central committee. 
How many conventions will there be, and 
how are they to be labeled?

When good kind man invented the sew­
ing machine, it was thought the wearisome 
Ubor of woman would be lightened. Bnt 
she immediately invented more frills and 
hems and stitehss, and is killing herself all 
the same, only she is doing It with a  ms 
chine instead of by hand.
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