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WAR-PLAY.

The following graphic report of the 
tumu military maneuvers of the German 
army has just been reeeived by the Secre­
tary lrom Quartermaster General Meigs, 
who witnessed the c&mpaigu:

B e r l in , Prussia, September 23,1875. 
Hon. W. W. Belknap, Secretary of W ar, Washing-

At 8 A M. we met at the rendezvous la 
tb# entilvessre » large body of offioer* 
w i n ,  English, Hessian, French, Italian

General—After spendiDg a few days 
in Englaud, I proceeded to Switzerland; 
thence I came to this city, in order to wit­
ness, if possible, the great autumn maneu­
vers'in Silesia.

These were this year to be on a larger 
scale than ordinary, and those in Silesia 
were to be carried on under the personal 
direction and supervision of the Emperor of 
Germany. I called upon our minister to 
this country, Hon. J. C. Baiicioft Davis, and 
made known to him my instructions, and 
my wish to be advised of the exact time and 
place of the maneuvers, aud to be permitted 
to witness them. He was kind enough to

with me to call upon the Ministers of 
A’ar and of Foreign Affairs. and upon Field
Marshal Count Von Moltke.

I had letters of personal introduction to 
General Von K&inecke. the Minister of 
War, and to Count Von Moltke. Both 
being absent in Silesia, in att- udance upon 
tue Emperor, we left our oarde and the let­
ters.

The Foreign Minister, Baron Yon Bulow, 
was at home, but being about to set out for 
Potsdam, could not receive us at that mo­
ment.

Mr. Davis wrote notes to the Foreign
Minister and to the War Minister the same 
day, presenting my request and asking ad­
vice how to proceed. The next day Baron 
Von Bulow sent a couiteout • ply, regret- 
ing that he bad not been able t - place him­
self at our disposition on the previous day, 
stating that be could advise nothing better 
than the course already pursued, direct ap­
plication to the War Minister, aud also sav­
ing that he had, in order to aid in procuring 
speedily the favorable reply which he fore­
saw, forwarded to the Emperor in Silesia, 
the papers he had reoeived from Mr. Davisi 
On the evening of the fourteenth of Sep­
tember the reply to the application reached 
Mr. Davis from the War ministry. It was 
to the effeot that permission was granted to 
General oleigg, his aid, Lieutenant Macomb, 
and his secretary, to attend and witness the 
maneuvers of the Fifth and Sixth Corps,
then in Silesia, nnder the personal direction 
of his majesty the Emperor, and those of 
the Ninth Corps, in Mecklenberg, which 
would occupy the week of the twentieth to 
the twentj-tiftli of September.

That during the operations, these officers 
should he considered the guests oNthe Em­
peror. The letter further requested that1 
information be telegraphed to Lieguitz as 
to the time of our arrival at that place, in 
order that we might be met by an offioer 
and all necessary dispositions made for oar 
accommodation.

Mr. Davis sent Jbe necessary information, 
and we reached Leignitz about 2 P. M. on 
the twelfth of September. Major Von Lie- 
beraann, on doty with the foreign officers 
attending the operations, reoeived us at the 
depot and conducted us to comfortable 
quarters. This was Wednesday, a day of 
repose for the troops, during whioh opera­
tions were suspended.

The ordinary programme for the autumn 
man»uvres occupies a week. Monday, grand 
review of the troops by the Emperor, if he 
attends the operations; Tuesday, maneuvers 
of the main oody of the corps against an 
enemy whose battalions and companies are 
represented by small bodies of men of the 
various arms; Wednesday, repose of the 
troops; Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
marches, maneuvers, and battles of the 
whole of the troops employed. They an 
divided into nearly equal opposing bodies, 
kept in ignorance of each other’s views and 
intentions. In this case the preliminary 
reviews and maneuvers were over, and 
Wednesday, the day of our arrival, was de­
voted to repose of the troops who bivouack­
ed on the field of operations. We reoeived 
lithographioal information cards and maps 
which gave the general scheme of opera­
tions for the next day, and the general 
ideas of the sitnation, and aleo the special 
ideas in relation thereto of the commanders 
of the two opposing armies, and the orders 
issued the night before by esefa, t  ~ 
known the depositions ordered fori 
suing day, ana the positions to be 
at 9A. M. by the respective oorps, ‘

The Sixth Corps had built bridges during 
the night, and in the morning manenvred 
to cross the stream. It appeared that the 
Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-Sohwerin, a 
general distinguished during the war of 
1870, had taken command of the Sixth Corps 
on this final day. He sent a small force 
from hie right to arose at Kroitaoh, which
Northern army, and while a good deal of 
noise was made in this affair, he crossed his 
centre and mainforee farther south, turned 
or outflanked the Northern army, and 
bringing up "his Corps’ aitillery, placed it 
on the summit of a low ridge, and boured a 
crashing tire into his opponent. The artil­
lery, some sixty guns, was massed and 
advanced by alternate divisions as its tire 
told on the enemy.

The Fifth Corps was obliged to change 
front and to form a line in the rear of its 
first position. This was done with the 
greatest order and speed, without the least 
confusion or accident. The wonderful fiexi 
bility and strength of the Prussian in­
fantry formation was here conspicuous. 
The strong skirmish line held the crests of 
this eolling country. The supports nearest 
them formed either in lines or in square 
masses of various size, moved at the word 
of oommand to the right or left, forward or 
to the rear, ar obliquely in any direction, 
deploying quickly or forming olooe columns 
again, acoording tg t̂be necessity of the 
moment, or of tne ground. It Is impossible 
fie imagine anything more perfectly under 
oontrof; better fitted to reinforce the line of 
fire, or to move with it in advance or re­
treat, or to move to the new position re­
quired by the change of front.

The attack advanced rapidly, bat finally 
foand the whole force of the Fifth Corps 
drawn aeroar ttn line of advanoe. Both
parties brought «p their supports and their 
reserve* and steed apposed, the hills cov­
ered with the redoubled lines of 40,000
with eavatay and artillery in position. The 
Sixth Corps advanced U the attack after a
furious fire of musketry and artillery, and 
there were charges of infantry nil along the
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Swedish, Turkish and Egyptian, ordered by 
their respective governments to attend the 
operations; we being the only representa­
tives of tneaitnies ot the western continent. 
Carriages convened ail to a convenient 
point, where horses were in readiness for 
their use.

The Emperor, accompanied by the King 
of Saxony, the hereditary Crown Prim e of 
Germany; the Eiuperor's* brother. Prince 
Karl ol Piussia; Prince Frederick Karl of 
Prussia, and other prinoes of the royal 
family, a1! holding rank in the army; the 
Duke" of Connaught; the Duke of Coimbra, 
Arehduke A’lnech* of Austria; Prince 
George, brothei* ot tho King of Saxony; 
Prince Hassan of Egypt, ana other royal 
personages and high officers, am mg whom 
were the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg, and 
the Miuhter of War. General Von Ksmeeke, 
and Field Marshal General Von Moltke, i 
rived on the ground, and mounted his horse 
about 10 A. M. He proceeded immediately, 
accompanied by a brilliant sfoff ar;d visit­
ing officers, among whom were the most 
distinguished eommauders e l  the German 
armies in the late ware, to visit Jm* 
body of troops, who v. ceivod him 
shout, their method of acknowledg 
“Good morning."

The troops were set iu motion, aud all 
not in official attendance upon the Empe­
ror chose lor themselves, according to their 
judgment, the most interesting point* ol

hue. The Fifth Corps met them, and when 
lines were within seventy or eighty

An attack of oavalry would be thrown iff 
contusion by a few volleys from the sup-

respective officers throwing themsel 
between the men to prevent actual oollieion 
in. the excitement of Ibe moment. .The 
bugles sounded, the lines were reformed, 
and the men rested ou their arms. The 
levee and critique followed, and all re­
turned to Leignitz to take the train at 
forty-five minutes past four o’clock for Ber-

porta brought to the crest of the ridge at 
the moment of approach. A striking ex-

iin.

This day the general idea was that a If 
irrnv coming from the southeast, the di 
ionof Schweldnitz. had reached Jauer and 

pushed its advanced corps on the road tc 
ward Geldsburg.

The object of this army was to march 
101th by Liep ni z and lay 
It was designated as the southern army, 
and its advanced corps were representt 
by the Sixth corps, 20,000 strong. This wi 
organized into advance guard and main 
tody. These again were divided into divi 
ions and brigade?.
Divisions were ooiMuanded by lieutenant 

generals, brigades by major generals, re^ 
ments by colonel?, companies by hauptmeu 
or captains.

There aie now in a corps eight regiments 
of infantry, of three battalions each; each 
battalion of four companies, now 108 to 120 
strong; five regiments of cavalry ol lour 
tquadrons enoli; two regiments of held 
tillery of eight batteries each, four gun?
» battery, or sixty four guns in a!!, all 
"Krupp” steel bree.*V loading field guns.

The cavalry consisted ol nussar*. aimed 
with sabres,. uhlans with lances, dragoons 
vith carbines and sabres, cuirassiers armed 
vith straight swords aud wearing b.iek and 
breast plates and helmets of el

There was a bridge train in charge of 
company of pioneers. Tin pontoons wei 
of metal, not corrugated.

The troops earned the Mauser rifle c 
carbine, wo ii is a b.»i: gnu.a breech-loader, 
using the “Berdan" brass cartridge. They 
saved, the discharged carttidge sheila, re­
placing them in the pouch.

To meet nnd oppose fLe northern army, 
the Fifth Corps took the i»arr of the ;id- 
vance guard ol an army coming from the 
direction of Buuzlau, by llaynau, to the 
northwest, operating on the flank of the 
southern army ard against its advanced 
guard, the Sixth Corps. Its task was to 
ascertain the positions and to attack them 
and compel a retreat across tho Katztaoh, 
toward Jauer.

On this day the Fifth Corps pnshed its 
advance acrofs a small brook northwest of 
the Katzbaoh, running by Fellendori, thus 
oeeupving a line three miles in advance of
the Katzbach. Its object was to cover 
the Hank during the march on Liegnitz 
of the army supposed to he concentrating 
on Jauer.

Lines of skirmishers were thrown out by 
both parties. Cavalry pa’roled, and artil­
lery was placed in position, but'the armies 
merely felt eaoh other strongly. No serious 
conflict took place. About 1 P. M., the 
bugles sounded “ooaee firing" and the Em­
peror held a military levee in the saddle. 
The operations and situations were dis­
cussed; the superior officers of both corps 
were called around him, and heard, with 
the most profound respect, bis words of ad­
vice or instruction, of criticism or commen­
dation. The Emperor and his Generals and 
the foreign officers then returned to Lieg­
nitz, where, at five o'clook, the Emperor 
gave a dinner to some eighty or 100 persons

In these operations all the movements ot
actual war were represented; all the sounds 
and sights, except actual wounds aud death. 
Nothing can better present the eye of sol 
dier and officer what he is to see and expe­
rience in actual conflict thau these opera­
tions, through which every soldier goes 
three times 'in the course of his military 
training, while every offioer goes through 
them once a year. They are practiced iu 
every division* aud corps in the fall. The 
reeruits join after the men who have served 
three yeuis are discharged. The discharges 
take place immediately after the muneuvres 
arc completed. The recruits join about a 
month later. Tbc recruits are all men who 
reached the ago of twenty on or before the 
first of January last. Thus the rank and 
file of the German army consists of men be­
tween twenty aud twcuiy-three years of 
age. In case of necessity, the reserves are 
colled out to fill up the ranks, aud in a 
great national war. the old soldiers who 
have placid on the rolls of the landwehr. 
and even of the landsturm, may be brought 
out for any service for which they are fit. 
Every German in enrolled aud assigned to 
his proper regiment aud corps

All the railroad cars are marked with 
their proper load of men. horses, or stores. 
The whole country appears to be organized 
aud enrolled so as to secure the most rapid 
mobilization of all its forces. It was this 
perfect organization which enabled it to 
throw into France an overwhelming force 
befoie the French armies couid be collected 
and organized to resist the attack. Tho re­
verses first experienet d by the French they 
could never recover from, aud the Germans 
never lost the advantage thus gained by 
early action. The war was a triumph ol' 
si ience and care iu preparation. In mate­
rial of war there was no deficiency iu 
Franoe. It has been shown by an investi­
gation, ordered by the Assembly, that the 
statements made to it in the beginning of 
the contest, as to the quantity ot material 
in the arsenals, were correct; that Fraroe 
had ready to issue, when she declared war. 
10,000 field pieces and 2,500,000 muskets and 
carbines.

Yet, from the defective system, she failed 
to get these into the hands of her troops, 
and was obliged iu the course of the strug­
gle to purchase and manufacture largely.

On the evening of the nineteenth we took 
the train for ltastoek, in Mecklenburg, to 
attend tbe corps maneuvers of the Ninth 
Army Corps.

These occupied a week. On Monday a 
grand review ot the corps. 20.000 infantry, 
cavalry and artillery. On Tuesday a severe 
rainstorm prevented any operations, aud 
the troops, who had been early set in mo­
tion, were recalled from the field. There 
was the usual brilli int entertainment in the 
evening, a dinner given to the officers and 
principal citizens by the Emperor.

On Wednesday the Emperor reviewed, for 
the first time, a German licet. Great atten­
tion has for the past year been paid to the 
creation of a fleet worthy the high place 
now occupied by the German empire in the 
world, and sufficient to protect the extend- 
vd commerce of Germany, whose merchants, 
by their enterprise, economy, and good 
management, are crowding out. in roine ot 
the great commercial centres, those of other 
nations. The Emperor speaks modestly of 
the squadron we saw this day as a com­
mencement. But the four great iron-clad 
frigates, armed with large steel, breech- 
loading guns, from Krupp's German foun­
dry, are a force which would prove a for­
midable opponent to any navy.

I was invited to embark on the Emperor’s 
yacht, the Grille, and to accompany him in 
his visit to the Meet, which was authored off 
the mouth of the Wafnow, iu the Baltic

‘tft be*eonvioced that had the charge ft 
real attack, and tbe rities shotted, the 
cavalry would have been thrown into con 
fusion.

The artillery, I judged, went into action 
at ranges ol' 1600 to 1800 yards. I meas­
ured some of the raDgcs with lloulange’s 
extremely portable telemeter. Thft read­
ings were consistent, generally agreeing 
with the limits of the leDgth of front occu­
pied by the firing guns, so that I believe 
ibis instrument—simple and cheap.—will be 
a valuable addition to those carried into 
action. I may mention here that the i 
ventor has lately applied the instrument to 
the musket itself, inserting a small one in 
the stock, near the butt plate, so that it is 
always ready for use, and enables the rifle­
man, if he can note one shot lrom his enemy, 
to set the eloveiing sight to the correct 
range. It determines the range to within 
twenty-five yards. As the riiie is effective 
to oyer 1200 yards, this determination at 
long ranges will give the men much in­
creased confidence, and can not fail to in­
crease the effect ol' their fire. The inBtru 
ment is intended to he inserted iu the rities 
of the sergeants, or other non commissioned 
officers. It costs about 81; rather loss- 
four and a half lraucs.

The movements and operations of these 
two days presented a lively image of the 
actual contes*- between two armies of fo.OOO 
men eaoh. On the last day the invaders 
were, as at Leignitz, outflanked, and i 
pelled to !oim a new line nearly at right 
angles with that first occupied. The fa­
cility, speed and order of the movements 
were aa striking here as there. lutrenohed 
hues were abandoned without hesitation, 
troops were put in motiou without change 
ot formation, without deployment, unless 
peculiarity of the groun 1 requirnl it. The 
new lino was speedily formed, in time to 
arrest the rapidly advancing attack.

The assailants were compelled to bring 
up all their reserves. The hills were cov­
ered with the concentrated forces of both 
armies, and with almost every man in sight 
of the Emperor, the battle and the opera­
tions for the year closed with charges and 
countercharges across a gently sloping val­
ley; charges whicn in the course actual 
battle could not, I think, have failed to 
meet repulse with terrible slaughter.

B side the daily dinner given by tbe Em­
peror, a bail was* given to uim on one even­
ing at fleiligen Datum, a watering place ou 
the coast, a few miles from the neadquar* 
tars, then at DoberaD. and the festivities 
closed by a dejeuner-dinner, given to his 
majesty on the iast day, Saturday, by the 
Giaud Duke of Mecklenburg, whose family 
have ruled the duchy or province of Meck­
lenburg, it is said, since before the inhabit­
ants were converted from paganism. At 8 
P. M , most of the officers assembled to at­
tend tbe great school of war took the train 
for Berlin, and dispersed to tbeir respective 
homes. I have greatly enjoyed the oppor-

the palace of the Princes of Liegnitz, 
whose family has been long extinct, and 
whose ancient home is now one o 1 the 
merous royal Prussian palaces. We had 
the honor to attend this dinner and several 
others daring the operations. Here, and 
afterward in Mfcklenburg, the Emperor 
held a most magnificent and royal court, 
entertaining daily at dinner, after the field
exercises of the day were over, a large 
party of officers and the principal people of 
the town in which for the time tne head­
quarters were situated.

The next day—Friday, the seventeenth 
of September—the southern army, as ap­
peared from the orders published, was or­
dered to continue its concentration on Jauer, 
and its advanced guard, the Sixth Corps, 
was to close in upon that place for support, 
having in presence of a supposed greater 
force abandoned its advanced line on the 
Feilendorf brook, in advanoe of. the Katz 
bach. This day presented all the opera­
tions of an advance against an enemy yield­
ing ouly slowly, and with strong resistance, 
to a superior force. The Sixth Corps, with-
for the main southern army 
prepare lot a resumption of the offensive. 
It thus compelled the Filth Corps to develop 
its forces; but it steadily retired during tbe 
day. There was much tiriug, but no bayo­
net chargee- About half-past twelve o’clock, 
the Sixth Corps being all across the Katz­
bach, the “cease firing" sounded; the crit­
ique and levee weie held, and tbe Emperor 
returned to Leignitz, where, as usual, he 
enteitained a large party—some 300— at 
dinner in tbe evening. I had again the 
honor of being present.

On the eighteefitb. Saturday, tho Sixth 
oorps, supposed to have reoeived reinforce­
ments, advanced to fight its way across the 
Katzbach, still having the object of protect­
ing the march of the main southern army 
upon Lignitz and Ologan. This was the 
last day, and it waa intended to bring on a 
battle near the ground which has been three 
times the field of decisive and important 
battles in German history. Near here, in 
1241, the Duke of Silesia, at the head of the 
Chrietian chivalry, triumphed over the 
Mongol Tartar. Here Frederic the Great 
won a decisive battle against the Austrians, 
in August, 1760, and here, on the thirtieth 
day oi August, 1813, Blucher gained over 
the French the victory of WaHlstatt from 
whioh he took the title oi Prince of W&hl-

The four iron clads formed one line, and 
severul smaller vessels another, at a right 
angle therewith. Most of these were sail­
ing vessels, used as training or school ships; 
one waa a swift dispatch steamer. The 
Grille approached the rearmost ship of the 
iron-clad squadron, the Kaiser, which was 
boarded and inspected.

Re-embarking on the Grille, the Hansa 
and the Crown Prince were pasied, and the 
flagship, the Koenig Wilhelm, was boarded. 
After the usual salutes from the vessels, 
steam was got up and the ironclads pro­
ceeded to sea. The dispatch si earner was 
sent out to represent the flagship of an 
enemy approaching from the northeast 
The squadron sailed in line ahead, formed 
at the signal line oblique; then what is 
styled the normal formation line in double 
eschelon; then line abreast, and afterward 
line ahead again, and chased the enemy, 
firing bow guns in chase. Later, line 
abreast was formed and thp battle con­
tinued. All this, uu for steam, was carried 
out with the most pefiect order end regu­
larity. The positions were quickly gained 
at the signal, and so steadily maintained 
that, when looking at the ships from the 
flagship, no relative motion oould be ob­
served: they preserved position as though 
at anchor. The ships appeared to be in ad 
inirable order, well manned, and officered 
by men of experience aud skill. Most of 
the officers appeared to speak English, and 
thus to be prepared to gain information 
from the great commercial and naval nation 
of the globe. The fleet was, after flring 
ceased, directed t jward the anchorage, and 
went through the exercises of making and 
furling sail with great speed and precision.

The Einp' or was pleased with what he 
saw on this flrst review of the German fleet, 
and has since foet tied his satisfaction by 
advancing t) e minister of marine, General 
Stosoh. to tl. • grade of admiral.

The Emperor spoke with me of his efforts 
and anxiety to create a fleet worthy of the 
Fatherland, of which this was a beginning.

men with a 11 »g representing a battalion, 
etc. An enemy was supposed to have land 
ed on the coast northwest of Rostock some 
fourteen milts to have seized that port and 
fortress, and fro be endeavoring to advanoe 
to the south. Tfie Ninth Corps coming 
from the southeast of Rostock was to at­
tack and drive them back, and compel suoh 
as were not captured to re-embark. The 
firot day’s operations ‘drove the enemy’s 
advance back toward Rostock. On the 
Friday and Saturday the two divisions of 
the oorps, eaoh 10,000 sttong, represented 
the two opposing armies. Battles were 
fonght on both d%ys, resulting in driving 
the enemy toward his ships. The troops 
are well trained; they are all young and 
active men. 1 saw no stragglers; the 
weather was not oppressive, ana if men fell 
oat of the ranks, as has been statsd by the 
press of other operations, lrom exhaustion, 
the arrangements for disposing of them 
were so good that they did not fall under 
my observation while riding all over the 
field between the two armies for two weeks.

The line of hftttlo consists of a strong 
skirmish line, which is frequently in­
trenched on the summit of the ridges with 
which this open country abounds. This 
line is kept a little retired, so that tho 
natural ground protect* in part the soldier 
lying down. A little earth thrown up in a 
few minute* completes the necessary pro­
tection. Hie breech-loader rests upon this 
earth mound, and is loaded without change 
of position. The supports are far enough 
back to be out of shot, near enough to feed 
promptly the skirmish lines, or rather lias 
of fire. Reserves or meia support* are a 
lew hundred yards further jqHie rear, ftll 
wlthfat call of the commander in front. 
The main reserves of the army are still 
farther to the roar, eo posted a* to bo safe 
from injury, and to be conveniently and 
quickly directed upon any point needing 
greater strength. With aa open Mope be­
fore this* Mae extending for a thoaeand 
yords, it eeeme to bo paoof against aU dir 
root assault.

Any ftttaoking line Of infantry 
wither under the fire of the breeohli

uity to meet and make acquaintance with 
many officers of various European armies. 
We Liuve ret* ived the most cordial welcome 
and hospitality from the government, and 
from the officers of the German empire, 
and I hope that you will find it proper to 
make known, through the Stata depart­
ment, to the emperor, your sense of the 
kindness and oourtesy thus received by us 
as representatives of the army of our re­
public.

The German infantry appears to me ex­
cellent—well drilled aud disciplined: they 
march well in review, and hold out well on 
the road. These operations required as ac­
tive movement aa a real campaign. The 
Ninth Corps was in active employment for 
a week.

The formation is of wonderful strength
and flexibility. The aitillery is well ap­
pointed; the £uns are Krupp’s steel breech­
loader?; each is drawn by six horses. The 
battery is, iu time ol peace, of four guuB 
only. The cavalry is well mounted; the

•n well seated in their safldles. I i 
but two empty saddles in the movement of, 
altogether, some 15,000 cavalry. These 
were in the review of the Ninth Corps,
;’hen the attempt to pass at the trot wan 

arrested by the raising of such a cloud of 
dust as to entirely conceal the whole body 
of cavalry, entirely enveloping them in 
such impenetrable darkness that one 
platoon could not see that in its front. For 

few moments, till the orders could be 
made known through the darkness, there 
was great danger of some disaster, as of 
two divisions riding into each other, or 
even of losing direction and riding down 
the Emperor or his staff.

The charges made by the cavalry against 
infantry seemed all to be repulsed with 
ease. Though there were several regi­
ments of mounted men armed with car­
bines, I saw none placed in position to 
tight dismounted. The country, both in 
Siliesia and in Mecklenburg, was quite 
open, not fenced; cavalry ana inffô try and « 
artillery oould go anywhere; the greatest 
obstruction to overcome being the numer­
ous ditches. To pass these, when too deep 
or abrupt for the artillery, the short spades 
carried by the pioneer companies—i:

Certainly a good beginning. We have 
nothing which could resist this iron clad 
squadron. All the ships are new, and each 
represented, when launched, the last ad­
vance in nav i architecture of England, tor 
all were boil- in Great Britain. The Konig 
Wilhelm wa- built for the Turkish govern­
ment, but, tli**re being some question about 
payment, wu *. when finished, sold to Ger­
many.

The noxt three days were occupied in the 
movements of the Ninth Corps. On TTiurs- 
day the main body of the oorps maneuvered 
against an ^nemy represented by small 
bodies êtaobed for this purpose; * dozen

leather pouches at their backs—were 
called into play. These were also used in 
intrenching. The trowel-bayonet has been 
tried but not adopted by the German .engi­
neers. Tho open country, though not en­
tirely devoid of forests, affords extensive 
views, so that the greater part of tho field 
of battle could always be seen by the 
commanders. It affords, also, positions for 
artillery at long ranges.

As to the effect of artillery upon the line 
ot infantry, I think that at extreme raDges 
it would be small; that at shorter ranges 
the breech-loaders would disable the guus 
by killing men and horses, aud that it is 
only when the guus succeed in getting on 
iho flanks, so us to enfilade the line, that 
they would produce any great effect upon 
veteran iufantry. Upon cavalry and artil­
lery, exposed, their fire would be very de­
structive. The cavalry, it appears to me 
would be most useful in exploring and gath­
ering information, but I could not see that 
its effect upon the operations I witnessed 
was decided at any point. One charge of a 
body of cavalry upon tbe flank of another,
I saw, which seemed to be effective, but a 
regiment of cavalry is seldom caught in 
flagrante deliotu and overwhelmed before. 
it oan form to receive the charge, unless it 
is itself, at the moment in the act of charg­
ing some other troops.

There can be ho doubt of the great value 
to every officer who witnessess them of the 
lessons taught by the sight oi these great 
maneuvers. Our small army is too dis­
persed to make them possible at home. 
They are practiced yearly in every Eu­
ropean army. In Britain in August; on the 
continent generally in September; and if a 
detail of our officers were made yearly -to 
visit and be present at the maneuvers oi 
each of the great- armies of Karope, the 
knowledge gained would be of great value 
to our country. Had we had 100 offioers in 
America who had each attended one of 
these annual exercises they could not have 
failed to exert a most important influence 
upon the operations of oar troops.

As it appears that foreign offioers accom­
panying the troops, who are maneuvered 
under the eye of the Emperor of Germany, 
are treated as his guests, it would not be 
proper to ask permission for many1 to 
attend these. But the maneuvers take 
place in every army corps in the province 
within which it is stationed. The field is 
open; hundreds oi citizens and civilians on 
loot, on horseback, and in carriages, were 
daily on the field, and seme officers oould 
be ordered to attend the maneuvers of one 
corps, some of another. The times could be 
ascertained by inquiry through th# State

AS THH-Atl8«0 ON.
HASKBLU

ADDRESS TO TH E VUHLIC

_mp!e of this ŵ s seen at Liegnitz, when a 
region nt of oavalry charged what appeared 
to them to be a thin line ot skirmishers, but 
was greeted by a heavy volley from a 
strong body of infantry, which had been 
hidden behind a crest ocoupiod by the 
skirmishers. No one. I think, who saw the 
volley of blank cartridges delivered, failed

Department and our foreign ministers. An 
absence ot six to eight weeks from America 
only would be necessary for eaoh officer, 
and tho cost would ho insignificant la oom- 
pariooa with tho knowledge and experience 
gained for our national defense.

I remain here for sometime to study in 
detail the organisation of the German anny, 
and! rest. Meet lenpeotfully. yonr obe­
dient servant, M. Q. MEIGS.
Quart or master General Brevet Major 

^ --- d, on special service.

What are yon sowing, pilgrim,

' t t f c t a S I s a M & i
Aa tbe da:-a go ou.'

LOUISIANA LEVEE COMPANX.

What are you reap'njt. pilgrnAS live daye,r»on\- Are ibty ptecioat you gather,
worthiest* stubble, rathe

Aa tile  day 

a your path uhining, pi'.giiw.
Ah the days g 

UiviPK sm iles for othetb gladness, 
HiviDg t* urs for others' sadness, 

as tne dnv.s go on.

Is the cross -heavy, pilgrim,
As tliedA js go ou.’

Faith and hope will matte It lighter. 
Lore will make your crowu the brlghtei

W btu tho days 

Lifl your eyes, weary pilgrim,

Naval Glory

»r in Kata, m  reeaotly 
i loeonntin, whteh «m  f  ottlff 

I whan the aUrgjiaaa aaada the fomg t>ut brilliant 
Chronitl*

pviijr Louisiana L rvkr Company ' 
Nr*. Z3 Caroudelet street . 

New Orleaua, November 13, 18*5.;
To the Public:

The undersigned, president of the Louis­
ian* Levs* Ikmumoj, in behalf of J,fie .di­
rectors and stockholders of said company,

The historic flagship Hartford, which, 
under Captain Harmony, has just returned 
iroin a long aud eventful cruise around the 
world, brought home a number of “curios," 
gathered in Japan, China, tlio East Indies 
and Atrica. and amoug them some of 
citing interest pertaining to a vessel that 
has its name permanently registered in the 
history of the American navy. Small 
though they be. worn and wasted by the 
action of the elements, they represent all 
that is known to be left o! the famous 
frigate Philadelphia, which, after various 
eventful and unpleasant experiences, finally 
laid away her charred skeleton in the hostile 
waters of the Bay of Tripoli. A rusty look 
ing, weather-beaten knee of this historic 
craft, and a few corroded bolts and spikes, 
gathered by the Hartford’s officers on their 
recent visit to Tripoli, and neatly boxed 
ami directed to the Navy Department, com­
pose all the relics ot that note'd ship They 
bring to mind her history, which was a 
strauge one. The sobnss in which the old 
Philadelphia played an important paft were 
those that developed the heroes of the fu­
ture war with Great Britain. It was in 
Tripoli that the -Prebles, Decaturs. Hulls, 
Bainbridges, McDonoughs. Somers, Stew­
arts, and other gallant officers, displayed 
their daring gallantry and skill that gave to 
the American, navy a wor.\l-wide reputation, 
and established its position in the hearts of 
our people.

It will be remembered that the Philadel­
phia frigate, thirty-eight guns, uuder the 
command of Captain Bain bridge, while 
pursuing a large Tripolitan vessel, ran on a 
reef of rocks elf Tripoli, 51 »nday, October 
31, 1803. Her consort, the Enterprise, was 
absqnt on a cruise up the Mediterranean, 
and the Philadelphia was alone on her 
blockading station. • The frigate, in strik- 
iog the rocks under a press of sail, ran 
well up and became fixed. Captain Bain- 
bridge, his officers and crew, did all iu their 
power to extricate her from ber dangerous 
position. Gnus, anchors, chains and such 
heavy articles as could be got at, were 
thrown overboard, the foremast was cut 
away, the water butts started and thq 
water pumped out. but all in vain. The 
ship wasommovable. Meanwhile a fleet of 
nine Tripolitan gunboats had come out and 
opened tire upon the unfortunate ship, to 
which she had no guns that could be 
brought to bear to respond, as she had 
heeled over to port.

Night was approaching, the weather was 
threatening, ami additional gunboats were 
coming out to aid in a final attack, wheu, 
upon consultation with his officers, the im­
perious duty of hauling down the liag was 
left to Captain Bam bridge. Before this 
was done the magazines were flooded, holes 
were bored in the ship’s bottom, pumps 
were chok»*d. ami everything was done that 
wa? thought would make Mire the Huai loss 
ot the vessel. At live o’clock the nag was 
hauled down, and soon thereafter the 
Corsair gunboats oame alongside and the 
barbarians swarmed over the Philadelphia's 
bulwarks and through the ship. There was 
no difference between officers and men; all 
plundered their victims without the slightest 
iuercy.

Officers were stripped to the skin, iu many 
cases, aud Captain Bainbridge had his cra­
vat torn lrom his neck, besides being 
stripped of his epaulettes, buttons and 
money. The Americans were tuken to Tri­
poli that night, paraded before the Bashaw, 
and finally consigned to a building once 
occupied dj the United States consul, 
where they passed a long and unhappy cap­
tivity. Favored by good weather, aud 
aided by a largo force of gunboats and 
men, the Tripolitans, after a few days la­
bor, got the frigate into deep water, re­
paired her, manned and mounted her guns, 
regained hex anchors and chains ami other 
heavy articles, and towed her into the bay, 
anchoring her about half a mile off tbe 
Bashaw's oastle. There she was being fitted 
out for a cruise, when Commodore Preble, 
commanding the frigate Constitution and 
sqnadroU, lftafned of her loss.* A Moorish 
ketch of about filty tons had been 'capture*! 
by Lieutenant Siephen Decatur, in the 
schooner Enterprise, and Commodore Pre­
ble at once determined to make nse of the 
prize to destroy tbe Philadelphia.

Decatur asked and received command of 
a volunteer party, and in company with the 
brig Siren, Lieutenant Charles Stewart, 
alterwards “Old Ironsides,” started from 
Syracuse, the headquarters of the squadron, 
for Tripoli. Ou the aixth of February they 
arrived off the port, but were driven awav 
by a gale and did not return until February 
16, the officers apd men of the ketch, now 
called the Iptrepid, living on an allowance 
of bread and watefr. On the evening of the 
sixteenth of February, 1801, the Intrepid 
sailed leisurely into the harbor of Tripoli. 
Decatur's lieutenants were Lawrence, after­
ward killed on the Chesapeake, aud Bain- 
bridge. Thomas McDonough was one ot 
the midshipmen. Her otew consisted of a 
pilot and aixty-two petty officers and sea­
men, and all souls numbered seventy four. 
Under tne’bright rqys of the nuion, with a 
fair breezb And smooth sea, tile Intrepid 
moved silently toward the Philadelphia. 
411 but twelve pien were hidden about the 
deck out of view. When hailed from the 
Philadelphia the pilot responded that sbe 
was a vessel from Mffftcco, disabled by the 
gale, without apehotft, and desired to tie to 
the Philadelphia’s chains.

U nsuspicious ot the craft, the Muaaelmen 
sent a boat to help in towing the Intrepid 
to the proper point, nnd in a moment she 
waa lashed fast, and Deoatnr, Morris, Law­
rence, Bainbridge and other equally gallant 
men were soon streaming over the Philadel­
phia’s sides on the enemy’s deck. The Sur­
prise was complete. After a sharp encounter 
the spar deck was cleared and the fighting 
had become severe ou the main deck. The 
barbarians fought well, but were forced at 
every point, many being killed or sdriously

deems it his duty to the public find tue 
stockholder* tc publish the following state­
ments in correction and refutation of the 
persistent misstatements and false accusa­
tions made regarding ns and*our motives 
and actions through the press of New Or­
leans.
-The parties, not pufsolves, who* formed 
the Levea Coinpauy, and origiqally con­
tracted with the State of Louisiana for the 
building and maintenance of levees, in Feb­
ruary. 1871, found themselves wholly un­
able to comply with their coutract for want 
of capital. The State bad previously is­
sued more than $8,000,000 of bonds for feVee 
construction purposes, under boards of 
commissioners, which bonds were much de­
preciated in value in the market, and the 
State was powerless to raise iurther means 
for continuing the work of levee mainten­
ance. 8he had no* money, and could no 
longer get the work done on credit. Tjie 
levees were broken and gone* in very many 
places, and Unless something were done, 
the whole alluvial portion oi the State was 
certain to be inundated difring the next 
floods of the river.

The State could not build the levees, and 
the new Levee Company, as then consti­
tuted, was equally powerless to proceed 
with the work it had undertaken. Such 
was the situation in November, 1871.

At this juncture a few gentlemen, includ­
ing among their number several bank presi­
dents, large 1 inded proprietors and capital 
ists. all resident citizens of long standing, 
who thought they would thereby render the 
State good service, joined together in the 
emergency, aud concluded to invest a por­
tion of their funds, aud undertake to do 
what neither the State, the new Levee 
Company, nor’ the riparian proprietors
could do,

They acquired, as the only means of opera­
tion and ol having the levees built (for the 
only possible instrumentality then was the 
newly formed Levee. Company), the fran­
chises and coqtraot of said company. They 
then jointly contributed and paid in up­
ward of $100 000 in ca$h, for a capital, in 
December, 1871, and commenced to rebuild 
such levees as the State, through its com­
mission of engineers, designated as most 
necessary, ana ordered for construction. 
They built every levee so ordered, and com­
plied with all the requirements of their con­
tract stipulations as designated to them by

■ rible with the means available to main 
them, and so far as the State, the r

which, as is now evident, was much 
Jond the State’s: ability promptly topav i

We have in all frespeffts faithfully 
plied with the terms of our contraot 1 
performed much more than of right - 
could or should have been required to do" 
such contractor* abd toe ’claim that in - 
particular have we deservedly forfeited t 
oorrthteiree-and esteem-e#-•♦be public ,
has become the feabion tq abuse the Uv 
Company; to villify, misrepresent andi 
der it without right) cause or reason: n„F 
lar clamor and prejudice seem to denja 
it, but, so far as we kno#, everv invwqjj, 
tion of its affairs has failed to justify 0r£ 
nish any grounds for such *buae.

Certain it is that, until the general 
eminent comes to the relief ot LouiniJ, 
no other method so economical to the t 
payer for securing even the partial i>rot 
tion which alone the State can provide 
can be devised. If tbe public think 0 
wise, we aro willing to withdraw asso< 
the indebtedness of the State to us for - 
done ife liquidated.

I would now respectfully call publica 
teution to tbe following resolution, unaci 
ously adopted by the board of directors 
their regular monthly meeting, held L 
vember 9, 1875, as an expression of *•> 
views and purposes of this oompany:

“ W h e r e a s , The Louisiana Levee Compa 
is unable to build all tbe levees of the Str 
out ol the taxes assessed and collected k 
that purpose, more particularly as imj 
amounts have been deducted from said/' 
lection to meet the current wants ot in­
state and as commiBbions to assessors an 
tax collectors, under a construction of 
law deemed by us erroneous, and even 
direct conflict with the act incorporate' 
this oompany; and

“Whereas, It is the desire of this hoif,’ 
that the United States government .q 
take entire charge and control of m 
levees of the State; be it, therefore.

“Resolved, That this board will use a!; 
influence to induoe the general governor 
assume control of all the levees of the Sta 
ol Louisiana, and in case such action U 
taken by Congress, the Louisiana 
Company will surrender all the rights.titi 
and franchises conferred upon it by the*

.nr* nrmrirlu^ .1

the State as the proprietor of the levees, 
through her officinls.

By tho use of their whole capital, and 
straining their credit, they succeeded in 
building upward of 100 levees completely, 
with many others at the same time under 
process of construction, before receiving 
one dollar of compensation therefor from 
the State.

To October. 1872, they built levees amount­
ing in the aggregate to 2,557,761 cubic 
yards, for which $1,534,656 60 was due, and 
on account ol which only $292,000 had been 
paid to them by the State. The Levee 
Company has paid to its sub-oontractors, on 
an average, lrom first to last, nearly thirty- 
five cents per cubic yard on a cash basis, 
besides defraying all of its incidental and 
other necessary expenses. The company's 
loss, in interest alone on the unpaid bal­
ances past due by .the State, for work ac­
tually performed, say ou about $1,500,000 at 
ten per ceBt for three and a half years, 
amounts to $525.000. The balance dne the 
Levee Company on the tirst of November, 
1875, after deducting all receipts from both 
the construction anil repair funds, was over 
one and a half millions of dollars.

We have built 5.617,553 cubic yards of 
levees in all, and the amount charged to 
the S’ate for construction anil repairs is 
$3,266,347. It is said that the Levee Com­
pany is making lurgo profits on its con­
traot. II so. how is it that stock, the face 
value of which is fifteen dollars per 
share—(on which no cash dividends have 
ever been paid)—is now selling at prices 
varying from only two dollars to three dol­
lars per share'

The facts are that the entire amount re­
ceived from the S’ate so far. $1,754,200, has 
been expended in levee construction and 
disbursements connected therewith. In ad­
dition t to the amounts received from the 
State we have advanced and expended out 
of oar own means, obtained from other 
sources. $780,000, or about one-third of the 
cost ot the levees built up to this time, for
which we have received little else than 
abuse, coming from anonymous writers to 
tbe public, aud which abuse was diotated. 

some casea, by those whose venality had
been disappointed by our refusal to submit 
to the exactions of ‘'black mail," and, in

woun ded , the balance taking to the water. 
The firing .parties at once rushed to their 
stations in the lower part of tbe skip, and
so effective were the preparations that the 

nold had barely timeparty from the lower _ _ ___w__
to reach the deck before the flames burst 
from the ship's ports.

Decatur and nis men were not on board 
more than twenty minutes, but they had 
done their work in the most dashing* man­
ner, and before the enemy had recovered 
from their amazement, the Intreped was 
standing out in the bay, nnder all sail, aid­
ed by powerful sweeps. Although the shore 
batteries and the enemy’a gunboats opened 
a terrific fire upon the escaping craft, no 
one was injured, and by the time the In­
trepid was out oMhe harbor, and Decatur 
wae on the Sines to report to Stewart hie 
brilliant suooeey, the old Philadelphia was 
a mass of flamea, and her broadside guns,
heated* by fhe flames, were flring into the 
town. Boon after the meats fell, the mage- 
s|ne exploded^and nothing Nut the charred 
remains werp left of the frigate. Thus end­
ed the mo#t brilliant e fcploTt in our naval 

(tatfeequeatly an anchor and chain
belonging ta the ill-starred craft were 
picked up by ap American man-of-war, hut 
nothing else wae ever found, save frag­
ments of her timbers. This piece, that the 
Hartford brings home, is the last sad relio 
of tho hlsterie eh ip, end will be eftrefnfiy 
cherished up ia the- Navy Department el 

ashington, to reosU^he splendid deeds of

other case*, emanating from the vindiotive 
feelings ol discharged employes.

How many business men in New Orleans, 
Mr anywhere else, would be willing to con­
tract to builfl levees for the State of Louisi­
ana at fifty cent* per cubio yard, and w-ait 
a year or more to be reimbursed, without 
interest, after paying an average of thirty- 
five centB per cable yard’in cash, or its 
equivalent, to sub contractors, interest on 
ail loans, anu other incidental expenses in 
addition? They would find the actual cost 
per cubic yard for levees at deast forty 
cents, all expenses included"!

Our oompany has complied with and kept 
its contract obligations faithfully from fir*t 
to last, but the State from the very first has 
beefl and is efill in default. The absurd iw 
pression prevails, even with those who 
should know better, that, for some unex­
plained reason, the Levee Company should 
build all the levees needed in Louisiana of 
its own vblition without orders and without 
compensation. For tho amount of the bal 
ance duo us we have rendered a full equiva­
lent in work done, and yet we are denounced 
as seeking to rob the &tato for asking to be 
paid in depreciated State bonds the amount 
due us in cash as per contract.

Large sums, in bonds and warrants, is­
sued for no consideration whatever as far 
as the poblic are informed, and even taint­
ed with fraud from their first inception, 
have been funded, but oiir just claim is 
sought to be repudiated, and we ourselves 
held up for public execration for presuming 
to ask to be paid in bonds, instead of cash, 
for what is due us. 5^ act No- 4 of 1871 it 
was provided £h&t the '-SjUte of Louisiana 
contracts and agrees with the Louisiana Le­
vee Company in terms as follows: That the 
Auditor ’of Publio Account* shall be re-, 
quired to pay the Louisiana Levee Com­
pany at the rate of fifty cents per cubic 
yard for all levee* constructed by said com­
pany after the first day of October, 1873,” 
and for “all levees constructed by said com­
pany before the'firpt day of October, 1873, 
* 4 at the rate’ of sixty cents per cubic 
yard, as the existing contracts and laws 
provide ” We aeek but to obtain from the 
State the fullfiliuent of its contract stipula­
tions.

It is said that the Levee Company ha6 net 
ike means to maintain the levee system, 
and, therefore, that its contract should be 
broken. The truth is that if the State were 
in a condition to pay cash for all work done, 
our company oould build any number of 
millions of yards annually for less than the 
present contraot prioe. It is the State and 
not our company that is without the means 
to maintain the levee, system. Oar compa­
ny is anxious that the United States should 
assume charge of levee construction and 
maintenance throughout the whole length 
of the Mississippi river, and is willing to 
yield all of its rights and privileges, so far 
as necessary to secure that end, to the gen­
eral government, if required to do so.

We entirely approve of the clause in the 
levee bill of the last Congress, which reads 
as follows:

“That the Secretary of War shall, after 
public advertisement, under the supervi­
sion of the said chief of engineers, let all 
work ti be done by virtue ol this act and 
under this appropriation, to the lowest re­
sponsible bidder or bidders, and In no 
event afpill the earn herein appropriated, or 
apjpart thereof, be applied to the payment 
of debts incurred' by the local levee au­
thorities, or to any other work than such aa 
may be oontraoted for and oonstruotê  ua- 
J~~ the aupervision of said chief of engi-

lers.*
We have no interests whioh are-antag- 

onietfe to thoamef »-oar fellow eitiaeaa of 
they rpsppf*. We 
~id a great bene- 

laintaiftfog the 
levees of Louisiana, so far as it was pofr

onistu to tbaaeief > our .felloe 
Louisiana in thif or angr other 1 
claim that we nave conferred a 
fit upon the pubfio by mail

incorporating said companŷ  provided, t 
the State ot Louisiana makes a j 
equitable settlement of tbe sums <_.v M 
company at that' date for repairs upon « 
construction of levees as per contract.’ 

JOHN HENDERSON, 
President Louisiana Levee Company I

The h-itaalali Artnv.
The Spanish correspondent of the Loi j  

Standard, writing from Santander, 
much exaggeration has been going o. 
late as regards the numbers of the Spar
army, And it may be of some interest* 
military men out of 8paio to know tbe J  
figures of the foroes actually employed] 
the civil war. The Spanish aimiesati 
present moment ia iront of the Carls 
comprise every one of the forty regime 
oi the line and the twenty-live battalion.| 
, Cazadoreft, whicli form the permanent for# 
of the realm. The forty regiments ofo 
line have each two battalions aud ten coi 
panics per battalion. A royal order i 
•ouneil has authorized the war minister 
rai*e the strength' of the eighty line u 
twenty-five Cazadore battalions toli'OOa 
out of the new levies and depots. Next, 
the line the Spanish army has forty ia. 
talions of reserve, chiefly composed ot a 
last conscription, aud most of these 
are also in front on the Ebro or ... 
Basque province*. The Spanish m- 
includes 19,200 sabres in regtnr 
of hussars, lancers and mounted ri 
or Cazadores. The artillery has 16,700̂ 
divided into mounted artillery, horse.r 
rison and field regiments. The strenxti 
a mounted battery is generally over 
men, four officers and seventy mules for?

: eight-inch Krupp howitzers and t 
miunition. A mounted battery ot . 

inoh Krupps or eight inch long bran j 
has 180 men, four officers and ninety 
lules. Nothing can be fluer than tbe 

peurance of these batteries wheu they d' 
past at the trot of the splendid mulct* 
draw guns and carriages with flerl'ecte 
over very hard ground sometimes, bpan 
artillery officer* are all men who a- 
passed through military colleges, and & 
superior class of men to the infantry o£t 
The cavalry regiments are generally; 
mounted, and the men are fine follow 1 
the squadrons are seldom kept up tom 
than seventy-five troopers. The mom 
rifles are, on the contrary, kept up to 
sabres, because they operate separately 
Central Spain and Catalonia. Tneyare 
formed into regiments. As a matl 
course cavalry is of little use in the 
tainouB diet riots of Navarre and the E 
province*. The Carliste have a inout 
tary dread of the cavalry, anil their 1 
in the Ebro valley or Alava have! 
stayed by the mere presence of somet: 
even regiments in toat neighborhood. 
The infantry of the lino, Cazadore* 

foot regiments is said, according to of 
statistics, tu. comprise 101,791 men. 
these mutt be added the reserve bath 
and the provincial oorrts, amountic; 
84,793. The reserve i» forty battalion 
the last conscription, aud they have all: 
active service. The provinciale* were 
proceeds of the great levy of Marshal 
rano, when 425,000 men between thea£ 
twenty-tive and thirty-flve were called 
on the express condition that they* 
be formed into battalions only for the 
fense ot tbeir own provinces. Man) 
these corps, having attained a good it* 
training, are used in the garrisons ot 
north, and some I have seen actually 
a share in the war. They have been 
ferred from their provinces to the r 
war. I have seen them in Pamplo! 
Vittoria, in Miranda and in Bilbos, 
the men do their work cheerfully, mi 
most seem to have forgotten ’.hat 
were promised to be loft in their; 
inces. Outside these forces, whioh are 
lighting men of Spaiu, there are aboct 
men in the transport service, hospital ': 
veterans, commissariat. The Kova 
gineers, in five regiments, have 47uS-
Tbe government has also taken intuit* 
10,500 mobilized volunteers In tbepr"'- 
wbere the Cai lists are in arms, and - 
are nearly 10,700 gqardias civile?, 
darmes. scattered over the districts: 
tbe seat of war, to guard roads, r 
and distnots half subdued. Summit1 
tbe different branches of tho serv>. 
find that Spain has, including thegi’ 
civile, 256,722 men under arms at tbe 
ent day. What the expense ot such a 
may be oan be,imagined wJien we :* 
that only a few months baok it ' 
dally stated that were the army eat: 
and contracts punctually paid, the 
of the Spanish exchequer would . 
cover it, leaving Ail for the other i! 
public expenditure annually.

Now, ia the above brief sketch 0! 
numbers of the Spanish army; 1 bau 
included the last consoriptiou whici 
decreed by King Alfonso. The co:: 
were only drawn in the first daysoi 
tober, and nothing certain is yet kuu 
to the results of the oall. Oue b£ 
thousand were called for, but, as 
government will be content if seven!, 
obtained. Besides, it is expeoted that 
12.000 will redeem themselves, ae £ 
cree has allowed them to do so, 
reals, or £80. The War Mini*1® 
pects tu bo able to hand over tobf 
league of the exchequer about £ l a ­
this way, and it is not every mouth th 
forlorn treasury is gladdened with ‘ 
sum. The oonscription is likely » 
better results than pcovious one*. 
several ptoviifCes have been wre«W“ 
the Carlier* in central and eastern: 
The young soldiers are to join tbe 
and begin theirinstriotiens this mouth- 
generally get prettv quick through th
the middle of December we can ex. 
see them sent into garrisons aud fori* 
Tbe intention . of the government 
draft them into the line as soon** 
a thing oan prddently be attsmptef 
is the last effort whioh Spain is urn- 
grapple with Carlism, and it is a b* 
for the rural distriot*. The cousoî  
mere lads of eighteen, and will * 
stuff to faoe the hardships of a wi­
the snow-clad mountains of » 
Spanish statesmen and economists 
seem to reflect upon the deplorable 
of these repeated levies, whjch slo-
surely drain the eountry or the 
its yonth, while the affnoultural ol-_ 
deprived of men whom they can bu< 
spare. If we glanoe' over the 1- 
veers, sinee the vein of Kiag Aw-; 
1873, we find the following calls
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