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d e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n

SECOND DAT'S PROCEEDINGS

SPEECHES, RESOLUTIONS AND A MEMO

RIAL TO CONGRESS.

Election of Delegates to the National 
Convention.

HÖBE SPEECHES AND AN ADJOURNMENT

There was a large attendance at St. 
Patrick's Hal’, when the couventiou was 
called to order at twelve o’clock. Hon. 
John C. Moncure in the chair.

Upon a call of the roll of parishes, a 
quorum was found to ho present.

The two parishes of Webster and Caddo 
reported the arrival of additional dele
gates.

On motion, the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with.

Mr. Le win, of Oileans, asked for a suspen
sion of the rules, in order that he might 
offer a resolution.

Objection was made but was afterward 
withdrawn.

Mr. Lewis said ho would like to state the 
subject matter of the resolnliou. It is to 
ask of this convention an indorsement of 
the action of Governor John McEnery, 
Lieutenant-Governor D. B. Penn and ex- 
Speaker L. A. Wi.tz, in regard to the Lou
isiana case, and their unceasing devotion 
to the same.

R. W. Marsden, of Red River, moved 
that the resolution be referred to the com
mittee on resolutions.

Mr. Dupre, of Orleans, said the motion 
of the gentleman was out of order, as the 
resolution was not before the convention.

The chairman asked if there was any ob- 
jection to the suspension of tho rules.

Objection being made, the yeas and nays 
wrere called for, and the motion to n f . r was 
lost.

Mr. A. L. Tucker, of St. Mary, said:
Mr. Chairman—I imagine that the reso

lution which has just been read will meet 
with the hearty approval of every member 
upon the door of this convention." The his
tory of John MoEaery, D. B. Penn and L. 
A. Wiltz and ilicir contrerts, in their strug
gle for a republican form of government ia 
Louisiane, is known from cue end ot the 
land to the other.

A member of the convention arose, and 
asked if the motion was debatable.

Mr. Tacker—I beg the gentleman’s par
don; he may be better acquainted with thoM 
rales of parliamentary law than I am, burl 
I will, nevertheless, tell him that the motion 
is debatable; I am not going to make any 
preliminary remarks upon this subject;
I only say, sir, that that resolution is but 
the response of the while people of this 
State, and that therefore it is one 
which does not require the deliberation 
of the committee on resolutions. It is a 
matter clearly independent in irselt.
I therefore move, Mr. Chairman, that the 
roles be suspended by the unanimous cou
sent of the members of this convention— 
and by bat means we will show to the 
world that we at least believe that the gen
tlemen named in that resolution have been 
true to the trusts confided to them.

Mr. Carloss, ot Webster—Mr. Chairman, 
it is impossible for us to hear; we don’t un
derstand the character of the resolution be
fore the house, therefore, there is not a 
man in this assembly that could vote in- 
telligily upon the subject, and I therefore 
call lor a rereading of the resolution, and 
whatever it is, it will certainly receive my 
vote; I have no objection to it. but there ure 
a great many on this floor that don't even 
known what the resolution is, end therefore 
don't want to vote until they do know.

The resolution was again read, as follows:
Resolved, That as the representatives of 

the Democratic-Conservative people of 
Louisians, we hereby declare that to the 
Hon. John McEaery, the lawful Governor 
of this State, to the Hon. D. B. Peur, the 
lawtnl Lieutenant Governor ot this State, 
and to the lion. Louis A. Wiltz, ex Speaker 
of the house of Representatives, are due 
the heartfelt thanks of the people of this 
State.

By Lis unselfish devotion and self-sacrifice 
to the cause of liberty and free govern
ment, bis unfaltering courage and untiring 
efforts in resisting tue oppression of Radi
calism and defending the c;:use of our peo
ple, the career of Governor McEnory is sui- 
passed by none and equaled by few iu the 
annals of oevoted patriotism.

During the absence of Governor Mc- 
E n e ry , the Lieurenant Governor, Penn, in 
the struggles which wereerowned with the
Ëlories of the fouit-euth of September, ex- 

ibited qualities of head and heart which 
Lave won for him undying renown. And 
then, on the third of January, 1875, amid 
the stirring scenes of that day. when the 
liberties of the Scare were trampled under 
foot, and the House <-t Representatives was 
invaded by the military, in iR fiance of all 
law and ri^ht, the lion. Louis A. Wiltz, 
with heroic fortitude, clear and correct 
judgment and unswerving patiiotism 
wrested from tho enemy the advantage 
Bought to be obtained, and. preserved to us 
the control of the lower house of the G.-ne- 

[ ral Assembly.
The Chair again put the question, “Is 

I there any objection to the suspension of the 
I rules!”

Mr. Morrieon—Mr. Chairman, I objeot to 
the enspension of the rules of this house.
In the. first place, our time is very limited, 
and a great many of the country members 
have to leave for their homes this evening.
I  think, therefore, the rules should not be 
suspended. I am not inimical to the spirit 
of the resolution; but as this is not an or
dinary resolution, but one that commends 
itself to every member upon the fl.or of 
this house, I hope it will be adopted. It is 
a resolution, sir, that ought not to be 
tabled; it ought to pass, and I hope it will 

I pas*. . ,
A vote being bad the chair announced 

I that the’yeas clearly bad a majority, and 
I the roles were suspended.

Mr. jGauthreaux, of Orleans—Mr. Chair
man, before the resolution is adopted I 

I move that tbe names of Hon. Robert M. 
Lusher and tbe Hon. John C. Mencure be 

j insetted in tbe resolution.
Judge Monroe, ot Orleans—Mr. Chair

man, I would also request that the name of 
the Hon. R. N. Ogden, our Attorney Gen
eral, be inserted in that resolution.

Mr. Dupre, of Orleans, then moved tho 
I adoption of the resolution as amended.

Tbe chair announced the resolution, as 
I amended, unanimously adopted.

Mr. Mitchell, of Claiborne—Mr. Chair
man, I move that the Hon. Thomas R. 
Vaughn, of the parish of Caddo, who was 
legally elected a ta  member of the House 
of Representatives of the State of Louis
iana, and who was ejf ctr-d from tbe ball of 
Representatives by the bayonets of United 
States tioops on the fourth of January, 
1875, be invited to a seat upon the platform 
as a representative from that parish.

Mr. Morrieon, cf Caddo—Mr. Chair- 
knan, I move that Mr. J. O. Quinn, who 
[was also elected to the House of Repre
sentatives, and who was ejected therefrom 
py United States troops, be invited to a seat 
ppon the platform of this house.

The chair declared both motions unani
mously carried.

Mr. Quinn—Mr. Chairman, I feel very

much flattered by being invited to a seat 
upon tue platform, but as I feel more at 
home on the platform down here (refeniog 
to the floor of the house), I ask to be allow
ed to remain. [Laughter ]

Mr. Dupre c-f Orleans—Mr. Chairman, I 
move that as the gentleman was ejected by 
force from the House ot Representatives, 
he be placed upon tho stand by force. 
[Renewed laughter ]

Mr. Deeatur moved that the convention 
proceed to the election of sixteen delegates 
to the National Democratic Convention.

The chairman was of the opinion that as 
some of the delegates were absent from the 
hall it would be advisable to postpone the 
eleotion until their return, as that would 
enable them to vote. He didn’t thiiik it 
would be well to go into an election at the 
present time.

Mr. Decatur—Mr. President, in making 
this motioD, I do so for the purpose ot 
avoiding the necessity of calling another 
convention previous to the assembling of 
the Democratic National Convention; so 
that the campaign may bo a shert one, and 
also that we may now do all the business 
between this time aud the assembling of 
the national convention.

Mr. De Clouet, of St. Martin, moved to 
amend that motion by the insertion of “and 
sixteen alternates.”

Mr. Decatur accepted the amendment.
At this time S. J. A. Smith, of Orleans, 

offered a resolution in reference to Me 
Enery and Kellogg, which was voted down.

Tho chairman state that the election of 
eixteen delegates to tho national conven
tion would be gone into before the close of 
the convention. Four out of tbe sixteen 
dclegates'would be delegates at large and 
two delegates from each congressional dis
trict in the State, making twelve—sixteen in 
all—together with sixteen alternates.

No objection being made, this plan of 
procedure was adopted.

Mr. Tucker, of St. Mary, understood that 
the committees appointed by the conven
tion yesterday were ready to hand in their 
reports.

Mr. Lewis, of Orleans, asked the chair
man co invito the committees to take a seat 
by him on the platform, which was done.

Mr. Voorhies, of Orleans, chairman of the 
committee on resolutions—Mr. President, 
the committee on resolutions have brought 
in their report. The majority report is 
signed by seventeen members of the commit
tee, and "a minority report is signed by one 
member. I will now proceed to read the re
port of the. commiitee on resolutions: 

W hereas, The usurpation of the govern
ment of the State of Louisiana, through the 
perversion of functions of the general gov
ernment. is an evil which weighs heavily ou 
the people of this State, aud while it is a 
constant menace to the perpetuity of repre
sentative institutions, and the federal Con
gress, whose duty it is to guarantee to the 
several States a republican form of govern 
ment, can not ignore the present condition 
of despotism and anarchy so detrimental to 
the material interests of Louisiana;

Whereas, The Wheeler adjustment had 
no reference whatever to the elections of 
November, 187:2, nor did it even extend to 
all tbe contested elections of November, 
1871, but was expressly limited to the in
vestigation of seventeen contested seats in 
the House of Representatives and to two 
i oatested seats in the Senate among the 
new elected Senators; and

Whereas, The said adjustment never pre
tended to ascertain or determine anything 
beyond the status of these contested seats 
of the General Assembly, and, inasmuch as 
the powers of the Legislature are strictly 
defined and limited by constitutional pro
visions, and it was not competent lot them 
to submit to arbitrations tbe conflicting 
claims of the rival State governments, and 
as those who supported said adjustment 
never intended or ct ntemplated that, by 
any possitdlity. said adjustment should em
brace anv question beyond that of the con
tested seats in the Legislature; and 

Whereas, the Radical party of Louisiana, 
at whose prompting the said usurpation has 
l>pen forced upon this State, has devised tbe 
most comprehensive system of mesures, 
through iniquitous election and registration 
laws, arbitrary returning b >aril with un
limited prerogatives, and through fraudu
lent census returns, measures devised for 
the purpose of perpetuating the existence cf 
this usurpation, with which it ia thoroughly 
identified; ard

Whereas, Tue said usurpatory government 
lias been never acknowledged oy tbe people 
of Louisiana: and it does not maintain its 
precaiious tennre ol'power with their con
sent or willing suppoit;

Be it resolved by the Democratic Conser
vai ive party of the State of Louisiana in 
convention"as8embled; 1. Tüat the memo
rial of the people of Louisiana, praying for 
relief at the hands of Congress, bo again 
presented for their consideration by our 
Representatives in Congress.

2. That the primary test of membership 
of the Democratic (Conservative party of 
Louisiana is an unrelenting opposition of 
the usurpation, and, without regard to past 
political affiliations, all those who join in 
the ernsade against tbe usurpation are in 
full fellowship in tbe party.

3. That wo advocate the abolition of use
less offices, more especially that of tax col
lectors, which offices should ho remitted to 
the sheriff's, and »reduction of salants, fees 
and perquisites of office, and a vigorous re
trenchment iu the expenses of the various 
departments of the city and Stale govern
ments.

4. We advocate a substantial reduction 
of taxation, State and municipal, and, while 
we are iu favor of meeting puuotuallv the 
payment of tbe legitimate debt of Louis
iana, we are immovably opposed to the re
cognition of the dishonest anil fraudulent 
obligations, issued in the name of the State; 
and we pledge ourselves to make a search
ing investigation in the matter.

5. We advocate the reduction of the ex
orbitant appropriations for public printing 
and Metropolitan Police purposes, and de
mand that the whole system of police and 
publie printing be remodeled.

6. We declare onr hearty opposition to all 
monopolies whatever.

7. We recognize and reaffirm the Dem
ocratic doctrino that gold and silver be tbe 
legal currency, and favor a return to a 
specie basis as soon as it can be done with
out injury to the material interests of the 
conntry.

After the report was read, Mr. Leonard, 
of Caddo, who signed the minority report, 
arose and said:

Mr. chairman and gentlemen of the con
vention, I desire to present the following 
protest against the resolution adopted by 
this convention, and I ask, Mr. Chairman, 
that it be filed with the majority report.

[Mr. Leonard’s protest was not permitted 
to get into the bands of the reporters].

This request was received with silence.
Mr. Dupre, of Orleans, moved that the 

report of the committee on resolutions be 
adopted as whole.

Mr. Tucker, of St. Mary, asked—As a 
majority report!

The chairman said there was no minority 
report.

Mr. Crest, of East Feliciana—Mr. Chair
man, it is with extreme reluctance that I 
reply to the report read from that platform.
I do not propose, sir, to enter into any 
lengthy discussion upon the currency ques
tion. So far as I am individually etneerned, 
sir, I believe that the Republican policy of 
a slow approach to specie payment, is one 
which has been largely discussed in this 
city and country, and one in which tbe en
tire interest of the conntry i# concerned. I 
am not willing, air, to go npon this record 
as opposed to the views of these gentlemen 
on frivolous grounds. This, sir, is a  very

grave question, and one which I think de
mands the gravest attention. It is a ques
tion beyond the power of this convention to 
determine. That question may be decided 
by the national Congress. It is no question 
for us here to decide, whether we will have 
green or gold money. We have the right to 
hold the money we have got. So far as I 
am concerned, I am opposed to it, and I ask 
tor the reading over again ot the last section 
of that report.

The section was read.
Mr. Lewie, of Orleacs, moved that tho 

report of the committee on resolutions be 
adopted.

Mr. Dupre, of Orleaus, rose for informa
tion. He desired to know what effect this 
protest of Mr. Leonard would have upon 
this report.

The chair answered, “None whatever. It 
is merely filed as a leport of one of the 
members.”

Mr. Dupre asked if it formed ud.v paît of 
tho report.

Toe chair replied, “No. sir; none what
ever.”

Mr. Dupre then moved the adoption of 
the report.

The report was adopted unanimously.
Mr. Richardson, of Ouachita, moved that 

the protest of Mr. Leonard be spread upon 
the minutes of the convention.

The chair answered that it could bo done. 
Mr. Marr, of Oileans, announced that the 

committee on memorials and address was 
ready to report.

The report was called for.
The committee was invited to the stand. 

Mr. Marr, chairman of the committee, 6aid: 
Mr. Chairman, preliminary to reading 

this report, I will state that out of the com
mittee of nine, eight were present. Judge 
Merrick, ot the committee, was nod present 
aud does not concur in tr,e report. He 
took no part iu the deliberations, because 
he was attending to business eisewheie at 
the time of the meeting.

Mr. Marr then read the report as fellows: 
To the President, a u J  to  th e  Senate aed  House o t 

Rt proeeutatives of th e  Halted S tates of Am er
ica :

We, the people of the State of Louisiana, 
assembled iu convention through our 
regularly chosen delegates, repecttully pre
sent this, our memorial and petition, aud 
ask for it respectful consideration.

We assume that it has been established 
before both houses of Congress that the act
ing government in the Stale of Louisiana is 
a usurpation; that the individuals person
ating it were never elected by the people of 
the State, but, on the contrary, were un- 
questionaidy defeated at the elections held 
lor the offices which they fill ia 1872 and 
1874: that this is true as to the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, all the Stare oflicers, 
fifteen Senators, several Representatives, 
one of the Supreme judges, several of the 
district judges, nnd many of the inferior 
local officers.

We turther assume as a fact equally es
tablished, that the lawfully elected Gover
nor, State ctii'ere. Senators. Representa
tives, judges and inferior officers, whose 
places are usurped and held by their de
feated opponents, were, and are, excluded 
from said i ffioial positions by tho unlawful 
interference of the lederal authority, 
through its courts, and through its military 
power.

The midnight order and double writ of 
mandamus and injunction issued by Judge 
Durci!. United States district judge, by 
which ho organized the usurping Legisla
ture. anil for which he escaped impeach
ment only by re.-iguation; the seizure of the 
State House by lederal troops in December, 
1872: tho dispersion by force of the S'ato 
Legislature and the arrest of Speaker M n- 
cure in March, 1873; the expulsion of Speak
er Wi tz and certain Representatives in the 
State Legi-laturc in January, 1375; the 
proclamations of the President in April, 
1873. and September. 1874, aud the bliol 
thirsty orders and dispatches ol General 
Sheridan iu January, 1875, are facts, the 
sickening récitai of which has engaged the 
attention of the people ot the Union, aud 
are too well known to justify repetition.

We also assume that it bas been estab
lished that the right of the people to elect 
their officers and représentai ves lias been 
taken from tbem and vested in a parrii-aa 
State Returning B>utd of five members, 
chosen by the usurping State Seuare, and 
having the power within itself to flit va
cancies that may occur iu its membership; 
that it Las been established that this board 
may ignore the official returns of elections 
and substitute therefor ex parte affidavits, 
their own opinions and calculations; that 
they may add supposititious votes or reject 
legal votes, and so modify tho official re
turns by unofficial statements as to defeat 
tbe will of the people aud substitute there
for their own personal or partisan choice of 
candidates, and that the S'ate Supreme 
Court bas repeatedly decided that the 
declarations ol the Returning Board are 
final and can not be reviewed by any tri
bunal.

In view of these facts, the people of the 
State see with alarm that the usurping Kel
logg government, which they never elected, 
and which, therefore, is cot republican in 
form or ia substance, is armed with the 
fearful power of absolute self-perpetuation; 
and in view of the atrociously wicked, 
tyrannical and lawlcrs conduct of the 
usurpers, as shown bv the statute book, by 
the court records, and by the public history 
of this unfortunate State sine« their usurp
ing rule began, the people can not delude 
themselves with the belief, or lull them
selves with the l ope, that the conduct of 
tin se corrup* and unprincipled usurpers iri 
the. luture wilt differ from its cunduot in tho 
pasr.

We furthermore assume that it has been 
demonstrated that this usurpation can 
exist only as it is supported by the military 
power id the. federal government.

The Senate committee so found in 1873; 
the House committee so found in 1875; the 
usurper Kellogg ro testified, ou his oath, 
before the Hoar committee, an i the events 
of the fourteenth of September, 1874. show 
that, before the feeblest demonstration of 
an outraged and long suffering people, 
made at the State capital, and no where 
else, the usurping government cruni ded 
away in every patish in the State, leaving 
not a vestage of its insolent authority.

Deeply impressed with these truths the 
people, though smarting under wrongs aud 
outrages which would not be borne in the 
older States of the Union, have been pa
tient, taking hope and courage from the 
article of the federal constitution which 
obliges the United States to guarantee to 
every State of tho Union a republican form
of government. 

II aaving appealed to tho political depart
ment of the federal government for the en
forcement of this guarantee in behalf of our 
State, and haviog never abandoned that 
appeal, nor authorized its withdrawal, we 
have recently learned, with surprise and in
dignation, that it is urged by tbe usurpers 
and their supporters in other States, as a 
fatal objection to our appeal that by the 
Wheeler adjustmentot the difficulties which 
grew out of the organization of the House 
of Representatives in January, 1875, we, 
the people ot the State, have acquiasced in 
the usurpation, and can no longer be heard 
to question its legality or to demand its 
overthrow.
' We assert that there is not ona syllable 

of truth in this objection, and lor the fol
lowing reasons:

1. Because tho people of Louisiana did 
not submit, for the adjudication of the 
Wheeler committee, their constitutional 
right- of self-government.

2. Because the persons who submitted 
their own claims to seats in the State Legis
lature to the decision of the Wheeler com
mittee, never submitted, nor intended to 
submit, the conflicting oluima between the 
lawfully elected McEnery government and 
the usurpation, and said latter oiaima are 
net covered by nor embraoed in the award 
of said committee.

3. That the rival claims of tho do jure

and de facto State governments were never 
submitted to said committee, and said com
mittee, in their official report, expressly 
state that their investigation were restricted 
to the legislative difficulties of 1874 and 
1875, and that they took no evidence in re
gard to the election of 1872.

4. That on its face the Wheeler adjust- 
roe ntrexpresssly withholds city approval of 
the Kellogg government, and it does not 
an i can to t bind the people’s lawfully 
elected, Imt excluded Governor, officers 
end Senators, nor the people themselves, 
who were not parties to the Wheeler reto- 
lution, nor prévint their appeal to the gen
eral government for the guarantee of a re
publican form of govern mi nt.

Anil now, speaking for themselves, the 
people of the State of Louisiana do sol
emnly affirm that they have tot acquiesced, 
and never will acquiesce, in tbe Kellogg 
usurpation; that it is as repugnant to their 
wishes, and interests, and sens« of justice, 
as it was the day of its lawless establish
ment over thf-in by force; that they recog
nize as t he only government elected by the 
people of the State, as the only govern
ment entitled to their support, respect or 
confidence, that of which John McEnery 
and D. B. Penn are tho official heads; and 
they affirm that they have been patient and 
silent since the adjournment of the last 
Congress, in the hope and belief that the 
present Congress would listen to their 
grievances and grant the proper relief.

This is not only their right, but, under 
the positive direction of the constitution, 
it is the duty of tbe general government to 
guarantee to Louisiana, ss a State in tho 
L’nioD, the government of its choice, ami 
thereby a republican form of government.

And the people of Louisiana do solemnly 
declare thaï they will not abandon their 
struggle for the right of self-government. 
In urging this right, they feel that they dis
charge a duty not only to their own self- 
respect, to themselves and to their children, 
but also & duty to the constitution, to the 
Union, and to every State of the Union, 
whose rights and liberties have been 
overthrown, violated anil trampled upon, 
by and through the outrages heaped upon 
the Stato of Louisiana.

The one hundredth year of our existence, 
as a republic, has dawned.

Toward us as a people, toward our civil
ization and form of government, and our 
conduct thereunder, the nations of the 
earth are bending the gaze of inquiry and 
scrutiny.

To you, the President and Representa
tives of the States aud of the people of the 
Union, we, the people cf the State of Lou
isiana, ilo present our grievances end ask 
you—in the name of our common country, 
in the name ot our common civilization, in 
the name of the 6acred memories that 
cluster around this centennial year, in the 
name of liberty and of justici—that you 
blot from our national history this shame
ful record of usurpation and of crime com
mitted against our State, aud permit it no 
longer to remain a precedent lor the over
throw of other States.

And this we urge, not only that w« may 
bo released from the grasp of the lawless 
usurpati< n, but that, as a people, we may 
present to ibe nations of the ear h the spec
tacle of a republic, perfect, not only in 
form, but breathing the spirit of drino- 
eratio government through all of its tueni- 
b rs.

K. II. MARR, Chairman;
JAMES JEFFRIES,
G. W. McCUANIE,
K. A. CROSS.
H. J. HEARSEY.
W. R RICHARDSON*.
M. VOORHIES.
E. W. HUNTINGTON.

Several portions of the report were re
ceived with cheers and applause.

Sir. Smith, of Orleans—I move, in addi
tion to that report, that we respectfully 
petition the Congress of tbe United States 
that they take prompt action in the restor
ation to the people of Louisiana of th-ir 
constitutional right ot seif-government. Iu 
case that is not done, aa election lor S

fear of the military*, and by that compro
mise tbe military rule was withdrawn, and 
the government was left in the bands of 
representatives. I say again that the best 
thing we could have done was to accept the 
terms offered, which we did. The compro
mise was accepted.

Now, gentlemen of the convention, lot us 
look at this thing as men that are disposed 
to look upon things calmly and dispassion
ately; like men that have ilone all that they 
could do, and can not do any more. Anil I, 
therefore, think that a memorial to Con
gress at this time should not be considered, 
for in that case the whole question would 
again be open, and we would have to go 
through the same ordeal again. Now, sir, 
what good would it de, I ask. were we to 
get up indignation meetings! Would it not 
be better to pass this thing over for the 
time in silence! It seems to me there is 
nothing left for us to do beside that.

Cheers and hisses marked the conclusion 
of this address.

Mr. J. Ad. Rrzier, of Orleans—Mr. Presi
dent, I have the very highest respect for the 
opinions of tbe learned aud revered gentle
man who lias just addressed you. He has 
told us that lie thinks it would be advis- 
able lor us at this time to present uo me
morial to Congress. I can not agree with 
Lim. That compromise, sir, was only in- 
tered into for the purpose ot settling the 
s tilus of the lower house of the Legisla
ture—the House of Representatives. It 
was not intended to settle this Louisiana 
question at ail, and I consider the pe.-ition 
taken by the gentleman as an indelicate 
oue. 1 certainly am opposed to it, and I 
know that the people of this State and of 
this great city ure united as a unit in their 
opposition to this Kellogg usurpation; and 
I know that they never will be satisfied till 
this abomination 6hail have been swept 
away. [Cbeers.J

Now. as my triend statep, that compro
mise was effected; but, sir, it was effected 
cniy for the purpose of establishing the 
status of one branch of the legislative de
partment in this State. No idea ever en
tered inro tbe minds of those of our repre
sentatives who made the compromise. Mr. 
Chairman, I think there could be no more 
fitting time ia which to present a memorial 
to the Congress of the United State“, for. 
according to the constitution of the United 
States, there is no Legislature, there is no 
House ot Representatives in the State, and 
William P. Keliogg is not a Governor, un
less a man upheld by federal bayonets 
can be called a Governor. For does 
the learned gentlemen pretend to say 
that William P. Kellogg was elected 
Governor ot the State of Louisiana. 
No sir—no. lie never was elected
Governor of this State, but was placed 
there by tbe midnight order of an United 
States judge. He never was placed in the 
gubernatorial chair by a majority of the 
votes of the people of this State. [Cheers ] 
I have no hesitation in declaring that there 
is uo republican form of government exist
ing in this State, and I am ot tlie opinion 
that the only way in which a government 
ot that kind can be established is by ap
pealing to the Congress of the United 
States; aud, sir, I believe that when the case 
ehal: have been fairly presented before tbe 
('■mgress whieh meets again this mouth in 
Washington, I believe, sir, that they will 
adopt such measures as will give us the re
lict sought for.

I do not believe, sir, that there is a gen
tleman upon the floor of this convention 
who believes that William Pitt Kellogg 
is Governor of this State or has any 
eiaim whatever to the chair be now 
occupies. Aud how would it be possible 
sir, iu any other way, except by memorial
izing Congress to have John McEnery re
cognized as the legally elected Governor of 
the State ! We all know, sir. he was in
stalled as Governor, with all tbe ceremonies 
on such occasions, and even the clergymen 
of our city were present on the occasion, 
and bestowed their blessings upon the ac
tion cf that day.

........ .....  _ __ ____ _______ ___  _ I declare again, sir, that John McEnery
officers cannot be heid except by orderet j teas duly elected Governor ot Louisiana; 

- that D. B. Penn was duly elected Lieutenant
Diiveruor of the S'ate; that William P. 
Kellogg was male Governor ot the State by 
an order ot a United States judge. Then, 
sir, after that, came the support of the ad- 
m.nistrarion at Washington, having for its 
object I lie maintaining in power of William 
P. Kellogg. That support, sir, as we 
well know, was backed by the army 
of the Uuited States; tuff, sir, will 
ilie gentleman pretend to say that under 
those circumstances it would be inadvis
able at this time to petition Congress for 
relief: for, sir, I am satisfied that relief will 
eun-ly come, eor ner or later, and when it does 
cimie William P. Kellogg and his followers 
will hat e to vacate the positions tuey now 
occupy, and John McEaery, together with 
ins associate“, wili be installed iu their

iv  tue 
Uuited

r:ui
on

a United States judge, coneeque 
electors would be confined to the 
States army.

The moticu wa3 laid cn the table.
Mr. Gau:hreanx, of Orleans, l 

that the report of tue com tout 
memorial and address bo adopted u ■ tue 
memorial of this convention.

The motion was carried unanimously.
Judge E. T. Merrick, of Orleans, was in

vited to a 6‘ at on the platform.
Judge Merrick said: Mr. chairman and 

gentlemen. I was not present with the c-üu- 
rniitee during its deliberations before this 
report was adopted. It is one of the most 
important addresses that bus been pre
sented to this convention. 'I n«re are many 
things I find in it which I heartii v agree 
with, and yet there are things conthiri d m Î 
that report that 1 can not indorse. There j 
are some things in that report which I ; 
would prefer to have left out, because I de j 
not think that they lightly belong in this 
memorial, which is nothing more nur 1 ss 
than an appeal to the Congress cf the 
United States for action in the Louisiana 
case. I will, as brolly as I can, give my 
reasons. I do not think that it ia best, a: 
this time, to memorialize Cor.gres3 so tur 
as any action in the Louisiana case is con
cerned, a» I judge wili be dime, by the let
ters wliieh were received and read here yes
terday. I do not thiuk it at ail desirable 
that action should bo taken at tuis tune. 1

p! .ct s
I. sir, for on?, am strongly in favor of the 

proposed plan of memorializing Congress; 
j to ask Congress to right us in our wrong 
: [cheers], and, sir, I hope that this oouven- 
; lion will not adjourn without memorializing 
■ Congress to do something for us. I, sir, 

snail vote that this report bo adopted as a 
memorial of this convention to Congress. 
Dues my friend pretend to say, sir, that 
with the Democratic Congress no good can 
b? accomplished lor Louisiana by memo
rializing it! No sir. We have got a Dem
ocratic majority in Congress; and what 
time could be more appropriate than the 
present for appealing to that Congress for 
a id ?  That compromise surely did not prevent 
us from laying the Louisiana case before

differ with our friends in Congr- ss t'ta: this ] Congress. It only affected, as I before said,
quest: m should be opened, aa the ' 
partially settled by the Wheeler compro
mise.

Now T will tell you, gentlemen, Low l! is 
tiling strikes me. At the tiiu-s Ik? 
Wheeler compromise was en bred into, it 
vas thought by those who accepted it that it 
was the best thing that could be done at 
the Pine. Its adoption certainly did some 
good, as it settled the status ot the lower 
bouse hero in the Legislature. We are 
striving to put the government of the Slat ! 
of Louisiana into the hands et int- lligent 
men, and to get it out ot thehanos of ignor
ant men, and I thiuk we have partially suc
ceeded—at least in toe lower house we have 
a majority.

Wo did succeed in carrying the election, 
aud we did everything in our power to have 
cur elected representatives seated. We all 
kni-.w the result of the fourth of January— 
how they were removed from the hall ot 
the House of Representatives, and strangers 
put in their place. Now, 6ir, we must not 
torget that our people, goaded to the last 
extremity, had no other choice than that 
ot accepting the Wheeler compromise. To 
go back a little, to the events that have 
taken place in this State within the past- 
eighteen months; how our people, goaded 
by the injuries heaped upon them by the 
usurper, rose on the fourteenth of September 
and swept the government of Kellogg from 
power. It only made them still more our 
enemies. What did they do! Why, they 
sent General Phil Sheridan down here and 
then the most extraordinary spectacle that 
has ever been witnessed in any hall of Repre
sentatives in this country was witnessed ia 
our House of Representatives, when our 
members of the General Assembly were 
driven from their place by armed soldiers 
of the United States. We were then given 
to understand that the military power of 
the United States, was to be in
voked • to aid in upholding the 
government of the usurper. What 
next ! The committee of the United Stales 
Congress was sent down here, having ior 
their object a report of the state of affairs 
in Louisiana to Congress. They made their 
report, and what has been done ? Nothing, 
actually nothing.

One thing, however, was accomplished. 
Shortly after the return of tho committee to 
Washington, a compromise was effected, 
one of the members of that committee act
ing as compromiser, and by that compro
mise, sir, we were enabled to seat in the 
House of Representatives some of those very 
persons who were driven out on the fourth 
of January previous. Sir, that was the best 
thing we coaid have done, as a t that time 
we were in thepower of the military au
thority of the United States. We were in

! the standing of certain members of the 
House of Representatives of tho S'ate of 
Louisiana. [Cheers.] And, sir, I want to 
see this convention before it adjourns, by 
its unanimous consent, agree to present our 
case betöre Cougress; for, sir, I am assured 
that when that is doue Radicalism iu this 
State will have begun to decline. [Great 
cheers ]

Mr. L-onard, of Caddo—Mr. President, 
from the manner in which this question has 
been discussed, I feel it my duty to make a 
few remarks upon tbe subject.

A voice—Let the gentleman take the 
plat form.

Mr. Leonard did so, and then addressed 
the convention:

There have been certain reflections, Mr. 
President, cast upon the gentlemen who 
advocated the Wheeler compromise, by the 
adoption of that report, and I, os a repre
sentative, and one ot tbe persons that advo
cated the adoption of that compromise, do 
not intend that those reflections shall pass 
unnoticed by me. I, sir, was an advooate 
of the Wheeler compromise, but I am no 
advocate of the Kellogg usurpation iu 
this State. I have seen, for some time 
past, articles in the press of this city, 
denoucing, ia strong terms, those who ad
vocated that compromise. Sir, I can say 
iu ail sincerity that I did advocate the 
adoption of the Wheeler compromise only 
after having given the subjeot the most 
serious consideration. I do not consider 
that that compromise settled the case of the 
State of Louisiana as between William P. 
Kellogg and John McEnery, but it certainly 
did settle the status of the lower house, 
and I believed at the time that the best 
possible thing that could be done was to 
accept that compromise. I am not op
posed, sir, to memorializing Congress, but 
I am opposed, most heartily, to any insinua
tions being made or reflections cast upon 
the integrity of those who did advocate the 
compromise.

Mr. Leonard wa3 here interrupted by a 
question by Mr. Marr, which he answered 
and then proceeded:

No, sir, 1 am not opposed to memorializ
ing Congress; but I do not think it just that 
members of this convention should take it 
upon themselves, especially those who took 
no part in it, to question the motives of 
those members of tbe Democratic party 
who did advocate tbe Wheeler compromise.

Mr. Tneker, of St. Mary—L very mach 
dislike, Mr. President, to interrupt the gen
tleman, bat the question of the Wheeler 
compromise is not pending before thin

house; I therefore think that the gentleman 
is out of order.

Mr. Leonard—It is not the first time, Mr. 
Tneker, in this convention, that I have 
been called to order. I have appealed sev
eral times to the chair, and the chair has 
sustained me. •

A voice—Drop that speech.
Mr. Leonard—I don't think that fact will 

be disputed. I want it distinctly under
stood that I am not opposed to this memo
rial. I am confident it will be sustained.

Mr. Gauthreaux, of Orleans—I would 
like to ask the chair if thb report has been 
adopted.

The Chair—Yes, sir, it has.
Mr. Wickliffe, of West Feliciana—Mr. 

Chairman, I desire at this time to make a 
few remarks in reply to some that I have 
heard. I do not undertake, Mr. President, 
to question the patriotism of those members 
of the Legislature who voted lor the adop
tion of the Wheeler compromise; and I say 
to you, gentlemen of the convention, that I 
ilo'not believe it is the intention of any one 
of them to do so. I have never heard one 
single reflection made by any member of 
this convention against those who were in 
favor of the adoption of the compromise. 1 
would like the gentleman who has preceded 
me to point out one single claupe in that re
port that casts the slightest reflection upon 
him or any other man that advocated that 
compromise. I, as one of tue members of 
that committee, can not see it; and I take it 
upon myself to say, that there is not a mem
ber of that committee but what will, if the 
question is put to him. express the same 
opinion. [Cheers, and “ 1’hat’s so.’’]

Mr. Chairman, I cun conceive oi no fitter 
tim9 than the present in which to present 
our memorial to Congress. We, sir, are 
upon the eve of an important election, and 
should that petition be presented to Con
gress, I am confident that, as far as that 
house is eoncerned, prompt action will be 
taken in the matter. [Cheers.] What, then! 
Why, sir, the question would then be 
brought up in the Senate, and, sir, they 
could not afford to delay action upon the 
matter; because, sir, I believe that the 
coming contest will be a close one, 
aud that the Republican party would be 
seriously injured should the Senate of the 
United States continue tobe silent npon the 
questions of the Louisiana case. [A voice: 
That’s so.] They would have to decide one 
way or tue other. Why, sir, men have 
voted for that compromise, to refer again 
to the subject, who are as patriotic, as hon
est. and as sincere in their convictions as 
you or I or any other man upon this floor. 
[Great Cheering ] I tell the gentleman he 
is mistaken when he asserts that any in
sinuation or reflection has been cast upon 
him by that report.

Mr.” Young, of Claiborne—Mr. President 
and gentlemen of the convention, I have 
listen 'd with a great deal of attention and 
a good deal of interest to the resolutions 
and memorial which have been presented 
for your consideration. As far as any re
flection was intended by the members com
posing that committee upon those who 
euppoited the Wheeler compromise, I 
assert, sir, that such was not the case. I 
have heard nothing in the memorial that 
casts the slightest imputation npon any 
centleman who advocated the compromise. 
[Ubeers.] Nowhere, so far as my under
standing enables me to judge, have I seen 
the slightest reference to any in
sinuation made in that report. I firmly 
believe, sir, that every man who 
advocated that compromise did so 
upon the honest conviction that it was the 
best thing that could be done; and, sir. I 
firmly believe that so far tbe recognition of 
the legality of the Kellogg government is 
concerned, it was never intended by that 
compromise to settle it; and, sir, I recollect 
distinctly a gentleman of Rapides and my
self calling upon Mr. Wheeler before the 
compromise was effected and stating to Mr. 
Wheeler that if by this compromise the 
legality of the Kellogg government was to 
be settled, it never would ha adopted by 
the people of Louisiana. Captain Jeffries 
took np the word and said to Mr. Wheeler, 
“should this compromise be accepted, 
wdkild the question ot the legality of the 
Kell »eg government be settled?” Said 
Mr. Wheeier, “so far as the recognition of 
the Kellogg government is concerned this 
question ot the compromise has nothing to 
Uo with it.” Mr. Wheeler said: “Gentle
men, if you ask me if it is the intention of 
the administration by this compromise to 
settle the question as to the legality 
of Mr. KeJogg’s government, 1 tell 
you, No. for we don’t believe that 
the peoplo of Louisiana, at least I do 
not, if such was our iattnrion, would accept 
the compromise. The compromise is intend
ed simply to settle the status of your 
House of Representatives as regards certain 
members, and nothing more, I assure you.”

That, sirs, is what he told us; and so far 
as attempting to place any restriction upoa 
the people of the State of Louisiana in 
reference to the bringing up of the question 
of the legality of the governorship of the 
State, it was not intended. It was not in
tended to be understood at all as settling 
the question of the ejection of 1872, simply 
because the gentlemen advocating that com
promise had not the right to do so.

Now. sir, what is the object of this me
morial ? W!»y, it is simply to show to Con
gress and the world at large that the people 
of Louisiana are still firm, aud determined 
that this question shall he settled. It will 
also show to Congress and the American 
people that the people of the great State of 
Louisiana are still firm in their belief that 
William Pitt Kellogg is not the Governor of 
Louisiana. [Cheers.]

I wish now to give the gentleman to un
derstand that it was not the intention of 
the committee in drawing up their report, 
as I have said before, to cast the slightest 
reflection, or to question in any way the 
motives of any man who advocated the 
Wheeler compromise. Sir, we are on the 
eve of a great election. Tho election of 
1876 will be one ot the greatest importance, 
not only to Louisiana, but to the United 
States. And, sir, if the Republican party 
see that the people of Louisiana quietly 
submit to tbe injuries and outrages that 
have been imposed upon them, they would 
not hesitate to put in operation the same 
practice in other States ot this Union. No, 
sir, it behooves every man in the coming 
eleotion to stand up to his duty, and then 
there can be no doubt but that the Repub
lican party will receive such a blow as will 
teach them that such iniquitous frauds as 
have been practiced upon the people of 
Louisiana can not be practiced upon the 
American people with impunity. [Cheers.]

Mr. Kidd, of Jackson, made a few re
in arks of tbe same tenor.

Mr. Meredith, of Caldwell—Mr. President 
and gentlemen of tbe convention, it has 
been known, perhaps, to a few members, 
and to tbe chairman at least, that a me
morial would be presented to Congress be
fore this convention adjourned; that a me
morial would be presented to Congress ask
ing the recognition of tho McEnery gov- 
ei muent. And, sir, I can conceive of (no 
better time in which to present the me
morial than the present; and, sir, it was 
understood when this convention was called 
that that was one of the objects it had in 
view. And, Mr. President, I feel called 
upon to reply to some remarks made by 
Mr. Leonard in reference to reflections 
being cast upon the gentlemen who 
advocated that compromise by the 
gentlemeu whoso report has been 
read betöre this convention. I am utterly 
at a Ices to find the slightest cause for the 
remarks made by Mr. Leonard. I knew it 
was neither the wish nor the desire, much 
less the intention of the gentlemen compris' 
ing that committee to cast the slightest re- 
tloction upon any one, and I have, therefore, 
listened with considerable surprise at the 
remarks made by Mr. Leonard. I fully 
concur in the remarks made by several 
gentlemen in reference to our petitioning 
Congress at this time. We have a majority 
in the House, a thing we have not had for 
some time past ; therefore, I think this a 
fitting time for the presentation of such a 
memorial as has been read before this con
vention. [Cheers.]

Mr. Kidd, of Jackson, offered the follow
ing reeolation:

Buolved, That oopies of the memorial be

written out by tbe secretary of the conven
tion, and forwarded to our Representativee 
in Congress, Messrs. Levy, Gibson, Ulli« 
and Spencer.

Mr. Marr, of Orleans—I should like, Mr. 
President, before the resolution is offered, 
to insert that copies of the report of the 
committees on memorial and addreee 
adopted this day should be forwarded by 
the secretary, one to the President and cue 
to each member of Congress.

The amendment was accepted and the 
resolution unanimously adopted.

The committee on municipal and State 
taxation, Mr. Scully, of Orleans, chairman, 
presented a report, which was unanimously 
adopted.

Mr. Marr, of Orleans, moved that a re
cess be taken for the purpose of allowing 
the members of the convention to select 
delegates to tbe national convention.

A motion to adjourn was lost.
The motion to proceed to the election of 

delegates to the national convention wan 
carried, and, after considerable by-play, the 
roll was called with the following result:

From the State at large—R. C. Wickliffe, 
T. C. Manning, R. H. Marr and Albert 
Voorhies. delegates. B. F. Jonas, A. De 
Clouet, James Biewer, and J. A. Taylor, 
alternates.

First Congressional District—Louis St. 
Martin and John Tobip, of Orleans, deter 
gates. James Croweley and E. A. Bozo- 
nier, of Orleans, alternates.

Second Congressional District—J. J .  
Mellon, J. McConnell, of Orleans, delegates; 
F. P. Pocbe, of St. James, J. O. Landry, of 
Orleans, alternates.

Third Congressional District—F. S. . 
Goodo, of Terrebonne, Joseph L. Brent, of 
Ascension, delegates; John Avery, of 
Iberia, F. L. Gates, of St. Mary, alternates.

Fourth Congressional District—J. Jef
fries, of Rapides, and Hon. John C. Mon
cure, of Caddo, delegates. General P. A. 
Morse, ot Natchitoohes, and Judge J. D. 
Watkins, of Webster, alternates.

Fifth Congressional District—H. C. 
Mitchell, of Claiborne, and James B. Coch
ran, of Madison, delegates. Napier Bart
lett, of Claiborne, and L. V. Reeves, of 
Tensas, alternates.

Sixth Congressional District — W. H. 
Pipes, of East Feliciana, and Henry L. Gar
land, of St. Landry, delegates. S. P. 
Thorpe, of Avoyelles, and James H. Muse, 
of St. Helena, alternates.

Mr. Jeffries, of Rapides, offered the fol
lowing:

Resolved, That Messrs. F. C. Zacharie, 
Charles Cavanac, and William R. Whitaker, 
are entitled to, and should receive the 
thanks of the conservative people of Louisi
ana. for services rendered by them as the 
representatives of the Democratic and Con
servative party before the Returning Board, 
pending the canvass of said board of the 
election returns of the late general elec
tion of 1874; and as tbe services of 
these gentlemen were characterized 
by zeal, ability and patriotism, and for their 
services they have declined all peenniary 
compensation, we desire to express onr 
approval and tender a vote of thanks as an 
intelligent body, and hope the day can not 
be far distant when those who have re
ceived the benefit of their servi aes may be 
in a condition to make due acknowled-g 
ment of the same.

Carried unanimously.
Mr. Moncure then addressed the conven

tion, as follows:
Gentlemen—I can not permit yon to ad

journ without again returning my thanks 
for the honor conferred upon me." Gentle
men, I congratulate you upon the harmony, 
spirit of friendliness and good order that 
have prevailed during]this convention, for I  
see by it that the people of Louisiana are 
united, and the foendatirn of the Kellogg 
power in Louisiana has begun this day to 
crumble. For I believe that the success of 
the white people in this State in 1876 is a  
foregone csnolnsioD, for they are once more 
united as one man. Gentlemen, I  again, 
heartily thank you for the honor conferred, 
npon me; and, gentlemeu, as long as I live 
I shall always raise my voice in behalf of 
the rights of the people of onr State.

Mr. Marr moved that a rote of thanks be 
tendered to the officers of the convention 
for the manner in which they have dis
charged their duties, and tho motion was 
carried unanimously.

Tbe chairman then announced the con
vention adjourned without day.

T U £  S T A T E  H O U S E .

S e n a te .
Lieutenant Governor Antoine uppèared 

in his seat a  few minutes after nooD, and. 
pronounced a quorum present.
. The committee on rules reported through. 
Mr. Masicot, and Mr. Burch announced 
that there was a minority report which ha 
desired to have considered. Only a few 
important changes were made by either re
port.

At this Etage there was some discussion 
on tho reports, and Mr. White, Conserva
tive, had something to say when rule forty- 
four was reached. Mr. Eustis, Conserva
tive, bad offered a substitute for the old. 
rule. This rule refers to committees t#ioh 
have bills, etc., in their charge. Under the 
rale of last session oommittees could keep 
bills as long as they pleased and were not 
likely to be called to an account for their 
action. The substitute offered by Mr. Eustia 
empowers a Senator to call for the condition 
the bill is in at any time, and the com mitten 
must make a return of the situation. Messrs. 
White and Eustis made short speeches in  
favor of the new rale, and all the Conserva
tive members advocated the substitute.

Mr. Eustis demanded that a time be fixed 
when a Senator may oall on a committee, 
or rather call a slow committee to account 
for bills that may be in their hands. Ha 
wished to make an arrangement wheiehy 
bills shall be palled from a dusty pigeon 
hole. He did not wish to permit commit
tee’s to be invested with almost suffioienft 
power to defy the Senate, if the committee 
should choose to hide a referred bill. Un
der the present rale bills may el amber n 
long time.

Mr. Twitchell, after the subject had been 
freely discussed, moved to table the substi
tute and the yeas and nays were called, and 
the Senate refused to table.

Ou a regular vote the substitute was 
adopted, and under the new rules will be 
number forty-two.

The Senate then went into executive ses
sion.

After the executive session Mr. Whitney 
offered a  rule that all persons having no 
business in the hall be excluded, excepting 
permission be given by an authorized per- 
fon. The rule was adopted.

A motion to adjonrn was lost.
Mr, Whitney moved to reconsider the 

vote adopting new rule forty-two, the sub
stitute offered by Mr. Eustis, and adopted 
iu place of old rule forty-four. The motion 
to reconsider was adopted, and the old rule 
forty-four, now new rule forty-two, was 
adopted.

T u e  ro le  p ro h ib itin g  sm ok ing  in  th e  c h a m 
b e r  w as a d o p te d .

The roles, as a whole, were then adopted 
and sixty copies ordered printed.

Adjourned until noon today.
Hense.

The House was not in loeeion
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