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Has There Been Reconstraction in the
Sonth?

Mr. President—If the icformatior I bave
{rom Very INiLFY BOUrCces I £ul-
true, the late pretended election
in Miiseiseippi was an arced revolutior,
charzcrer:zed by fraud, murderacd violence
1n alwost every form. It was carried oo
eclue respects nnder the forme of Iaw, Lut
13 real nature wes that of force, the viola-
tion of 14w, and the tramplicg ucder foot o
the derrest Ti | great mmasses of Imer.

ghts o1
A jittle less sudden than those revolutiors
wiich bave distnguished tle Niatee ¢l
Mexico znd the countries of Sonth America,
it dic pot difier trom then in cLaracter und
was equal in atrocity. .

It is a matrer of the gravest Im
the American people to krow wiet
large wajority of the people of a State have
been overthrown and sabiected vy the
miucrity, acd aleo to understand upon wiat
pretense or principle sich @ leelit was
brought atont. The oue thing like | 1ple
toa: could be assumed ia justitication of
guch & rescl: would be that poiitical and
@vil power should belopg exclusively To
@ TAce; Or upon the other prisciple
that that party, the members of whick own
tke moes: of the property inthe § d

uwed to govern to the exciusion of the
yrityv. who are gerverally poor and tle
most (1 whom have nothing to depend npon
)r tLeir subsistance but their lavor. I
Lend that an nveetigation of the M::
sipp: revointion wou.d show tlat
swpbant ority acted upon both €20
pruciples and :n various ways bod!y pro-
fessed them as its docirines,

We Lac hoped thata bandred years of
Bat.cral lite pad de

£o® depend TPOD race Of CONpIEXIOT, .
thet equal t8 before the law and in L
sdmipisration of govercment enculd not
depend npon wealth or property, bu: be-
lopg alike to every Amwerican cit.zen.
1o rroposing &3 investigation hardly
rezeorable to demand that the mmatr
e investigated ebould be proveu in
vauce, for that would make the
tioL uoneceesary, and all that
required sboulid be the exnib
probavle cause a8 wouald justify the Sepats,
in tie exercice of a sovnd di 5 §
deripg an ipvestigation.
bave o'ten been ordered by botl houses of
Copgrees upon comwmon rumor and upon
general impressions prevaiiing in the put-
lic wind, derived frow the prees or other

I
by very mary in regard

{ which is certainiy e
tbe cka
s in ippi is not well

t is of the greatest importance to
le that an investization ehounlic ve
tar tbe truth way be ghown, as the
caterial progress amd prosperity ol
State .& deep.y invelved in euch exorera
tion. 1can not, ther i i
opposition to tLis ipvestis
ligtt than a corgtrnet sion of
wruth of the charges wiich have been w:
in regerd to the means empioyed in the I
Mis<iecippl election, by whicn tize msjo:
was cvertbrowe and tie government of the
tionized. To ¢hirick from such
an ioveetigation unguestionably Letrays
iear as to toe resnls.

Before prozeeding to what I Lave to say
about the Mie pi election, I propuse to
indue'ge in eowe general cbeervations.

c

PEOECRIFTION OF REPUDLICANS DEFORE 1ME
WAR.

Before the war men entertaining a
opivions to slavery, and whose of
went no farther than opposing its €xiension
to Territories then free, were, to a great €x-
tent, deprived of the freedow of epeech and
of activn in the fifteen elave States. Men
advocating such opinions were viaited with
tocial excommzuvication, deprivation of
bueiness, and threatened and often vi
with personal v Nuwerous persoral
cutrages were infileted in the Southern
Srates npon men who were charged with
being abolitionists; and to suck an ex
was th's persecution carried, that i :
and ie 1800 the Republican party was not
permitzed to nowinate electoral tickets or
1, ron eandidates for the ditierent oiices in
zen of the Southern States. i

Repabliczns were not permitted to as-
sewvle in convention to nomipate candi-
dates. and could not hold public meetings
1n Southerr cities and towns without danger
of wob violence. Not only were the Re-
publicans of the South thus deprived of the
exercire of those rights which are the dear-
est to American freemesn, but the Republi-
caus throughout the North were iwade to
fee! that ttey were eubstantially banished
srow pearly one-half of the States in the
Union; that to them those States were al-
most a foreign land; and, in rowe regpects,
woree than & forcige iand. Iremember the
personal humiliation I felt, which was az-
gravated by the factthat while Republicans
were excluded from fifteen States in the
Union. they were taunted with this exclusion
ae if it were a crime on their part. They
were copetantly denousced as the sectionsal
party. I telt, as we all did at that time,
that tbe baud of slavery was reeting heavi-
1y upen vs. This demal to wen of Repub-
1'can sentiments the free ecjoyment of their
opinious and exercise of the ordinary forme
ot political action was & wanton and gross
violation of the nftnnl ‘ud o‘olnumng_xo;u
rights of willions of people, and was bitter-
I;‘ felt and deeg:y resened. That this
state of tbings shou!d bave ended in war
was pot to be wondered st; for that senti-
ment which decied o Republicans the ex-

ercise of their denrest rights aftesward bur-

ried the Sonth 1pto reveition.

EOW WEITE YEOFLE ARE KEFT OUT OF TEE
REFUBLICAN !AKTY.

Masn is a socisl bring, apd tbere 8 mo die-
aster {rom which Le shrinks go wnch, vot
even that of pereoral violence, as exelusion
from the society of Lis feliows., The fear
of that exclusion demoralizes mer, snd
often causes thein to sscrifice their pricci-
ples and their honor. Buot the persecution
againe: Republicane went beyond society
and extended to their busivees: as mercLane
they were mot patronized: a8 pLYEISDS
and lawyers® they were not €wploved: us
fnrwers they were denied tLose Eindnerges
8nd couresies that helong 10 €very meige-
borhood, snd constitute tne cLief atn
ot agricuitural life. Loped W
the war was over that ente of thiggs
would bave cested.

But, gir, we buve grave cause to consider

the Democratic par
not only 1o defeat the
tke South, but to exticg
reason to believe, and do ve.ieve, that there
is & large body of white tecp.e n every
State of the Soutkh, cowy 2 Iwany ol tre
most wealthy apd intellizens, spd largels
comprising that grear cius lass u
which the future nojes of
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zems of the Urnived States and 1
sonal boro:r and maczkood. Ther can rot
corsent in eilence 10 Le %xciuded from
pearly one-Laif of the States i the Union.
Al they ask in tte 8¢ T a8 a laver,
but ae & right—is that t it
ted to erjoy equal rigt
npon Jike termws with orrer 3

@o not asik that those enterai
cratic sentimerts skall v H

cavdidates or indorse Re
No suck thing. Mewo
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aTgers, §0

if apy pertion it
ple. whether they are (a
caled. or were born

tain Republicar sentimer:s, :
allowed to vote and act
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They ask that every ware n
y skall be zeceived and treated accord
ipg to his mer ts 8¢ a wazn. I be 8 al
warp, be Le Reput n or Derocra’. et
Lim be treated ae & fleragood
mun, be be Repu vr Demoera
Lim ve treated as & good Wwur.

rights in &oc i

mwiped by bis po
copduet &nd charac
all we ask, that be sbull

hig o
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Wiern t
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leges of society mecerding t
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Th:s exclusion

r. It does n
actual Sersuz.‘;
dreaded than persovral
wer, Who oflen <
1068 0 §pite o1

be isolated urd
taken awar, Imany :
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mez, and thus ¢o turn tiem ¢
howes and to refnse o ewj
cause they i
may not
whick any 1
at it is wicked ip priciple.:
tice, and strikes ut the vers
*an governwesnt.
eeqo of elefion, 2Ld .8
not izferiorin i
may be ex
ored mar the alerra
the gupport of the Dewocra
i3 po less cowardly tian
wary of the most d
the Confederats arivy aiter the war was
over were disposed to
10 aLcent the amendin
t Republican
when

te

e
us

a stone of indignetivn an

t ’ 4 abuse,
threatened with socizl p w

JELT

never ilincned npon
gquailed and turned vick
gtorm with wiich they were ttreatened.
The caze of General Longstree! iway be re-
ferred to. He was cre o1 thewos
guisked cfficers in the Coniederate anwy.
He wae regarded by €TEL s€C-
ond to Gerneral Lee: zr i red
his inteation ia Lou. ¥
Republican party, was denounced
tor, ingrate, colaly p i
by mary of bis comparn.on
the duors ot life-lozy irt
against him and Lis famiy
Le wap engazed in a prosy
business, and had not acked ard ¢
desire ary appointwent {roc tbe govern-
1went. But his business wae Cestroyed na
single day, and this cavsed the President,
unasked, 1o tender Lim the positi
vevor of the port of New O
yeneral Longstree iving the Listory
of the afiair, as 1 am ivformped, etatee that
before he znnounced 1Tpose to act
with the Repubiican Le corsalted
with Generals Hood, Beauregard and
otker Confederate «cd tney kad
agreed with him tL their cuty to
accept the situgtios, 1o sus
tutionai amendments, and o s
pory to the government; butafterien
taken the step, and the storiz of persecar
and calumny had barst tpen b, the oth
retraoted their purpoee, and zowe of th
refused to speak to Lim.

TLe gnest:on seems pow fo be preeented J
whether the Republican party, wte, while
constituting the majoriry vt the armies of
the republic during the war, coald not e
driven frots the SontLern States, shall now
be expelled from them in tiwe of peace.
That the Republican party has committed
blunders I do not deny, and very many
people have been led to velieve that one of
ite chief blurders was in perm: £, througk
the legislation of Cougrese, those who were
lately in arms against their country to re-
turn prematurely to the erjoymert of civil
and political rights and aguin to £l the
halls of Congress for the purpose of legis-
lation. That the party has acted, in grant-
ing amnesty, with a liberality which tas no
parallel in history, i not to be questioned;
and it is but a poor requital for tuat liveral-
ity to attempt by any mezns 10 exclude it
from the erjoyment of equal rights ana
privileges in the Southern States.
DESTROYING THE CHARACTERS OF THOSE

WHO JOIN THE REVUBLICAN PARTY.

, WLen Le
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Mupy Scuthern men who bad juized the

.

lican party, amd whoee pezgonai char-

v.-c!er had before been unimpesched, wereat

once covered with obloquy and shume, ua-
til it camme to be nnderstood that to join the
Republican party would cos: a wan Lis
character and the pesce and Laupipees of
Lis fam'ly, When tue war wae over, the
mass o1 tre thinking and intelligent people
of the South were profourdly disgusted
with those leaders and po'iticiaze who had
hurried them v I-bell'on snd over-
wheimed them witi the mwiefortunes of war.
The rebeliion ip its erigin wae 60 Lesne,
«nd turned out to e so uterniy dest
€enee, thut the Geatwen ¢f the 8
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than, their enemies .give them credit for.
Teey kvow full well tkat their enermies are
trained u the art of war, possess the best
quality of arme, are ekilled in the uee of
them, and are aanng and sggressive, and
that ip auy cortlict that may eusue, them-
gelves must ve tLe greatest eufferers. They
know 1u:l well that their intereets lie in
peace sud in the cbservance ot the laws.

DUTY OF THE REPUBLICAN. PARTY TO MAIN-
T TEE RIGHTS OF COLORED MEN,
Whkile it18 tke duty of all men to main-
va:n the equel rights of the colored people,
te with pecuiiar force upon the
the Republican party. It was
an party that abelished slav-
, Wwade Lve ouns ¢f people free, and
4 wloue 18 tne graedest achievemert in
> pist f xny political organization.
1+ wae the Republican party thay elevated
16 colored pevple 1o eual civil and politi-
anG gave tuem a share in the
wiv#tration of governmert, and thus
ina positon to bHa assaulted
in the 1 falrees
aud tLa:colored wep should pot,
CULBtUnCEs, €Ly ¢
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nied, j

charae
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ridienle avd calumny ev
dared to 1ift bis vuice aga
atrocities,
The peaceable conduct of ile colored
peoplé of tlLe Soutk during the war in re-
maining vpon the plantatio i ]
with their neunal industry,
ters were in the fleld 1ght tte pro-
tessed purpose of perpe i slavery, has
teen the sabjeet of world-wide cons
tior and sarprise. Their general Leba
ce the war,and oitsn under circur
ntarces of great trial ard ovpression. Las
heen remarkavle for its pacite character
zud for their failure to take into tLeir own
hands vengeance for the encriLgus wrorgs
they bave suffered. Nothing could be mor
infacous than the attew):s which bave
been repeatedly and, in iact, conetantly
made 10 justitv the atrocities committed
upon thew by alleging tiat they themselves
had conapired to rob and murder the white
E:op:e, and bad themselves provoked ard
pgun the different confliets in wkich they
bave suffered 2o greatiy. The conclusive
answer to thege foul calumnies is founded
in the fact thet colored men ouly are killed;
that if white men are kiiled tLey are few iz
number, and the caees are exceptiozal.
‘Whiie the maeses of the ooiuored peopie
of the South are uneducated, they are lar
from being cestitute of matural sagacity,
are well instructed in the lessors of experi-
ence, and poseess far greater intelligence

€ “LEiT was-

7, “COneLience doth maEe |

C4 coue
Was bat

ot 17ivn apd re-
wczl relation a1 dene
iepev when in el
verior race which mever
u egtal bt 0f The szme
i Is,” the two

s an absord-
sence ayd

TaCes

L. L€ GERTIOTE
Whate -

LISES DAY be
Protests mway
ib.e

temyoraril:
he ace
082 of the

ippl end o
rai result of Re-
sent and the corruption
55 2 -

:n these Statee. That

[ 5]

there Lave veen misgovernmernt and cor-
jon iz net to be denled, and thes it has
ggerated for partisan pur-
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nent huve been
16 PETSOLal Vig-
ing utteriy un-

‘¢ and ‘ntimeidation bezan
of the wsr, and, as I bave
it prececed
Congress to
6 Soutbern Siates; 118 mOsT
ragee in some of fhe States took
] Republi ‘ate governments
rpad been forwed, or wtile Republican gov-
€rnment wad vel an experiment. The mn-
farois Kun-Kiux orgamization began ze
€arly @8 ite, and practiced its iwost fear-
{ol atrocities in South Carolica, North
Carolina, Missiesippi, Alabama and Louis-
ivg the years 187, 1808, 18C0, 1870
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The horrible slanghter at the Meckanics’
Institute, in New Orleaus, in 1806, where
260 men were kilied for no cther orime than
attendicg & ccnvertior, was while thar
State was £til! under a government :hat bad
been organized by President Jokrsen, As

€quality and redace
ULL CCe TEWOVE ATCIL

areport of a con committee shows,
within sixty days before the November elec-
tion of 1868 more than 2000 men werekilled
and wounded in Louisiana for politigal
causee. bringing about a change vetween
the State election ir May of tha: year snd
the presidential election in November of
wore than 70,000 votes.

General Sheridan, who kad been carefully
gathering up the statietics of the pumber of
persons killed and wourded in Lounisiana
since 1906 and up to February & 185, on
account of their political opinione, reported
e the investigatiog committee appointed by
the House last winter the number, g0 far
ascertaiced, as followe:

.21

2135
4255

the

This ia # greater number than ieil at
vattle of Buli Run, and with another dii-
ference, that in that battle the slaughter
was not all on one side.

Hon. George ¥. Hoar, chairivan of tLe
congreesional invesligaticg cowinittes, n
Lis report made tc the House lagt winter,

briefly recapitulates toe ry ¢f the mor-
ders and atroeities in Louisiana. acd pre-

€ents a BiCKERDZ of that
dwarfs into insigniticance any Incizan war
that has oceurred witbin a century. Tae

iorrid massacres at the Mechanics’ Inet- !
tate, at Cultax, &t Cousbatts, tosay notking !
of those of lesser maguitade, relieve tb
at Wyoming and SebLenectady of theirb:
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batcieries of tue Modocs a meliow 3
The report ot Iice. Jobx Cobare, irow the
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submitted to the Hoase at 118 last session
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ALLEGED MISGO

3at if the misge

had been all tbat bhae been represenced,
what just ¢xXcuse they
constitute for the viclence and marder taat

kave Leeg Ccomuitl
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5 H
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wiegion would be fatal 10 the existencs of
republicar government. Misgoverpiuent
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ontcasts from oociety and the common ec-
joyments of life, they have but littleinduce-
went to be honest, and the tewptatiors 1o
fraud and corraption are ipcreased tenfc d.
It ia tie leeson of history in every sge inat
where wen are treated as vilaiLe and VAZ-
bonds, and subjected to wicked oppresgion
from society beczuse o1 their race, relgicus
or political opinions, they arc ecineiiues
tLereby made villains and vagabonds.

¥ FAITA IN VIRTUE THAT CONNIVES AT

MUERDER.

I have po faithin that virtue wiich as-
£ails with fury fraud and cerreptios, ot
cunpives at marder, outrage and oppree-
giop. Those who make daily CuICIs abo
sraude, larcenics anG cefalcations, Lut
a deaf ear to the cries of mardered e, o
the ebrieks ¢f victips upon WLOIL are 1u-
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