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T H E  STATE HOUSE.

S enate .

Mr. Landry offered a resolution to have 
the Committee on Banks and Banking ex
amine the present banking law to learn 
where deficiencies exist. Referred.

The question of a small-pox hospital for 
the parish ot Orleans was taken up and dis
cussed, and it seemed that there were two 
reports. Mr. Young made the motion to 
recommit, but it was tabled, when, on mo
tion of Mr. Allain, it was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Whitney called up Senate bill No. 77, 
fixing the salaries of the Mayor and Admin
istrators of the city of New Orleans, and 
the committee's tavoiable report was read.

Mr. Young wished to see the whole sub
ject referred, and a vote was called, but he 
was not gratified. Before another vote 
was called Mr. Ogden offered an amend
ment, fixing the salaries at such insignifi
cant sums as to be apparent to all that he 
was jesting. His amendment was tabled.

Mr. Whitney moved to have the bill en
grossed.

Mr. White wished to amend by adding 
“tax collectors in the parish of Orleans," 
placing their salaries at (5000 per annum 
each.

The Chair ruled that Mr. White’s amend
ments were out of order, not being germain 
to the question, but afterward, on further 
explanation by Mr. White, the amendment 
was accepted and the bill’s title altered. 
The second amendment was to fix the 
salary of State tax collectors at no more 
than (5000 per annum.

Mr. White—It Mr. Whitney is in earnest 
he will accept my amendments, notwith
standing there are bills to ths same effect 
in the House. It is well known that the tax 
collectors are too well paid, far better than 
are the city Administrators. Tax collectors 
get fat on their enormous fees, and if con
tinued will destroy the government. It 
the Senator honestly means reform, here is 
bis opportunity. The bill is a good one and 
the Democratic House will pass it at once.

Mr. Whitney—I am opposed to the amend
ment. because it was tacked on to weaken 
my bill.

Mr. Burch—The Democrats not long ago 
took from the Republicans General Sheri
dan, then a fat tax collector, and sent him 
to Congress. I oppose the amendment be
cause it looks as if we were voting one
sided; but let us goon with this bill, and 
after that the Democrats can make their 
propositions in regular form.

Mr. Dumont—1 am surprised that the 
people have so long submitted to the “ex
tortions" of tax collectors, who hire subor
dinates to do their work for them.

Mr. Brewster—These amendments were 
tacked on to make confusion, and to make 
it ridiculous. It was the oldest and the 
beet and the Democrats that fixed the fat 
fees for tax collectors, and Mr. John Mc- 
Enery once said on the stump that he voted 
for the present per cent for those officials.

The order of the day was called, but bill 
No. 77 was immediately taken in hand 
ngain.

Mr. Young—I promised the men who 
voted tor me to assist in reformations, and 
now is the time for us to show hands; I am 
in favor of reducing salaries, and shall al
ways advocate reformation in that direc
tion.

Mr. Stamps—This bill does not fully sat
isfy my wishes; 1 would rather abolish the 
present system, and adopt the old plan for 
city government—that is, two boards of 
aldermen. As I am favorable to reduction,
I shall vote for the bill.

Mr. Blunt—I will vote for the bill, and 
hereafter vote to reduce the fees of tax col 
lectors. 1 do not like the amendment 
offered by Mr. White, for it will kill the 
bill. I wanted a reform bill long ago, and 
the more experienced members should have 
brought one in before this. This loading 
the bill with amendments is not to my 
liking.

Mr. Wharton—For four years I have at- 
temped to reduce the fees of tax collectors, 
but have failed up to date. This is the sec
ond time that this Senate has had an op
portunity to reduce those fees, and I say 
that the amendments do not clog the bill.

Mr. Burch—I am surprised at the un
willingness of Mr. Wharton to favor the re
duction of the tax collectors’ fees after hav
ing said that Mr. White is not sincere In. 
offering his amendment. He knows that 
the amendment is not in the interest of re
form.

Mr. Twitchell—Republican members will 
not be responsible for these irregular 
amendments, and I will vote for the bill 
with that understanding.

Mr. Allain—If members mean reform let 
them vote for the bill and amendments.

Mr. Landry—The amendments are not 
germain to the bill, and they are for evil, 
and if they are adopted tax collectors will 
fold their arms, and the government’s te- 
sources will in part be cut off. If the Dem
ocrats wish to work reforms, let them bring 
in a direct bill to lessen the costs ef tax 
collectors, and therefore I hope the amend
ments will not be adopted. I am informed 
that the city Administrators have volun
tarily cut down their salaries. Very well, 
so far. I am a reformer, but wish every of 
ficer to be fully paid for his services. The 
amendment is nothing but a rider, and I 
move to—

Mr. Cage—I believe that this bill does not 
give the Administrators a sufficient salary; 
1 do not believe that the people of this 
State wish salaries so far reduced as to 
make the officers rogues. I am opposed to 
the bill and the amendments, but a bill can 
be offered that will answer; let us make re
ductions some other way. I wish to see 
the bill recommitted to its committee.

Mr. Bursh argued that it would not do to 
recommit, as the amendment included State 
officers, and the Committee on Parochial 
Affaire is not authorized to touch that.

Mr. Anderson—All the tax collectors need 
reforming, and I will introduce a bill for 
that purpose.

Mr. Burch—Tk.s bill came from the Com
mittee on Parochial Affairs, and had nobbing 
to do with the office of tax collector a 
State office. The Democrats last session 
brought in bills that would not stand the 
test ot courts, and we may have Toted for 
them, sod have been out of order 
these two hours on this question. 
There are two separate points in the 
a m e n d e d  bill, and they should be 
separated. One is municipal and the other

is State; the friends of the country tax col 
lectors do not seem to care for their friends’ 
salaries; it is only those in the parish of 
Orleans. 1 do not wish to see the bill re
committed, for I want to see a proper bill 
offered, and I am willing to cut down the 
salaries of officials, but 1 demand that it be 
done in a correct manner. I move to table 
the motion to recommit and to table the 
amendments, after the amendments are di
vided.

The motion was carried.
Mr. Wharton offered a substitute, in view 

of the fact that the different city districts 
were not alike; some of them had much 
more work than others. If his proposition 
be adopted, he said, the saving would 
amount to (200.000 per annum.

Mr. Weber offered an amendment to Mr. 
Wharton’s substitute, to make the change 
in salaries go into effect next year, bat it 
was tabled.

Mr. Wharton's substitute is to fix the 
salary of the First District (parish of Or
leans) tax collector at (10,000 per annum; 
Second District, (9000; Third District, 
(7500; Fourth District, $7500. And the sub
stitute was adopted.

Mr. Alexander offered an amendment to 
section first, to give the Mayor a salary of 
(5000, and the Administrators (4000, which 
was carried.

Mr. Bnrcb introduced an amendment fix
ing the salaries of tax collectors m country 
parishes at from (500 to (2000 per annum, 
according to the amount of labor depend
ing on th£ office.

From the time that the subject of re
ducing salaries and fees was introduced 
some members sought to confuse proceed
ings by offering all kinds of motions, call
ing the roll, moving to adjourn, offering 
amendments, etc., until the main question 
was almost lost sight of.

Daring the time that members were offer
ing amendments and substitutes on the 
city question, Mr. Ogden moved to amend 
by giving the Mayor a salary ot (250 per 
annum, and the Administrators (200, for 
which he was reminded that there were 
Senators present who were earnest in their 
desire to pass economical measures.

At nine o'clock the Senate adjourned.
H ouse.

With one or two exceptions, the entire 
business of the House was transacted with
out debate.

The roll calls under Mr. Booth’s rule, 
only brought out bills that were referred or 
immediately postponed indefinitely.

A very little discussion was caused by 
the majority report of Mr. Young, chair
man of the Judiciary Committee, reporting 
adversely on the Senate election bill, and 
recommending the House to adhere to its 
own bill.

It was agreed that the minority report, 
not then prepared, but which was present
ed by Mr. Matthews in a few minutes, and 
also an individual report of Mr. Hahn, of 
the same committee, should be printed in 
the journal with the majority report.

This disposed of the matter, i*. being lia
ble to be called up at any time.

Mr. Young also reported unfavorably on 
Mr. Hammond’s bill restricting the en
croachments of street railroads.

Mr. Hammond explained the bill, and 
ô ering an amendment, caused the bill to 
be recommitted.

The bill for the repeal and alteration of 
the charter of the city of Natchitoches, was 
called up by Mr. Jeffries.

Mr. Raby objected to its passage and 
asked its indefinite postponement. By the 
proposed law the next election was to be held 
on the first Monday in May. The desire ol 
the people there was to have an election 
only once in two years. Another must be 
held at the general election. An election 
each year was too expensivs. He said he 
had lived in the parish twenty years, and 
claimed to represent all the people on this 
question. It was an imposition to force 
another election.

Mr. Jeffries said he would simply state 
that he considered he represented the peo 
pie of that parish; that Dr. Gillespie, a 
prominent and reliable gentleman of that 
parish, sent as a delegate to the Democratic 
convention, had then asked him to present 
the bill. It was identical, with the excep
tion of the exemption of taxation, with the 
charter of 1872. Mr. Pierson had intro
duced a bill in 1875, which allowed the 
Governor to appoint the parish officers. 
Natchitoches only desired a republican 
form of government; only wished to elect 
its own officers. As representing that peo 
pie he would not advocate the bill if he 
were not assured the best people favored it 
and their best interests were advanced by 
it.

Mr. Raby said he could quote many more 
names in contravention of the one Mr. Jet 
fries presented, but he was sure the bill 
was not one desired by the people of his 
parish. If they had wished it he would 
have known it, and if they did he would do 
all in his power to sustain it. But being 
convinced of the contrary, he would do his 
utmost to defeat the bill

Mr. Jeffries failing to seonre enough votes 
to suspend the rules, the bill went oyer.

The only other matter discussed was that 
relative to Levi Banks, recorder of Winn 
parish.

Mr. Kelly presented the matter to the 
House, and gave a brief summary of the 
question.

Mr. Hahn, from the committee, stated 
there were no politics involved. Whether 
the subject of the resolution was a Demo
crat or a Republican had not been ascer
tained. But as all Republican officials made 
it a point to give a sufficient bond and per
form their duty according to law, and this 
one had utterly tailed to do either, he would 
conclude he was a Democrat.

Mr. Keyes interrupting, Mr. Habn said 
he would satiety the Democratic member 
from Terrebonne before he finished.

Mr. Hahn said that Mr. Banks, for some 
cause or other, not for his own sake, had 
been appointed recorder of Winn parish, 
and he immediately appointed his father aa 
his deputy. In a short lime this father 
abandoned the office and appointed another 
man, who never took an oath, never gave a 
bond, and never was, in any sense, an offi
cial, except that he waa stuck in the office. 
The law provides what a deputy shall do, 
but this man in there merely plays recorder. 
He don’t sign his name, don’t sign as dep
uty, but he signs the name of another man 
aa recorder. The cousequenoe is, a good

title can not be given, the people are com 
plaining of the outrage, and a change must 
be made if their interests are to be pro
tected. The holder of the office should be 
addressed out, and tor the benefit of the 
Democratic member from Terrebonee, it 
may be stated that in all probability the 
Governor will appoint a Republican succes
sor.

Mr. Keyes, asking if Mr. Habn spoke 
fr in his own knowledge, was answered 
that the knowledge waa of the same kind 
as all knowledge that came before the 
House to govern its action.

Mr. Lowell, as a member of the Judiciary 
Committee, stated that the facts were 
exactly as detailed by Mr. Hahu and the 
report was unanimous.

The report and address were adopted.
Alter some cross questions on the dog 

law, proposed by Mr. Young, who explained 
its necessity in a sheep-raising country, the 
House adjourned on motion of Mr. Pipes.

S ir. Hamm ond on (be R igh t o f W a j.

The bill of Mr. Hammond, of the second 
ward of New Orleans, entitled “an act to 
punish certain acts, to declare the same 
misdemeanors, to protect the inhabitants of 
towns and cities in their rights of way, and 
prevent undue encroachments of railway 
companies,” was fortunately recommitted 
to the Judiciary Committee, which had pre
viously reported unfavorably on it.

Although Mr. Hammond made a special 
illustration of the condition of the second 
ward, and disclaimed all motives except to 
advance the interests of his constituents, 
the bill is of much greater scope, and 
claims the attention of the legislators of 
every section.

It was reasonable that Mr. Hammond 
should be surprised at the action of the 
Judiciary Committee on such a bill. He 
stated to the House that the bill had been 
carefully drawn after much deliberation 
and consultation. Possibly it was subject 
to amendment, and any amendment con
sonant with its general object would receive 
his support. But, as an example, in the sec
ond ward of Orleans, which he had the 
honor to represent in part, the whole front, 
with the exception of Julia street, was ob
structed. The right of way of every citizen 
was destroyed toward the river front.

Mr. Hammond said he would not occupy 
the time of the House in opposing the re
port, because a Senator from the first ward 
had already introduced in the Senate a bill 
covering the same ground, which will prob
ably reach the House in due time. But he 
thought the bill should receive more con 
sideration, and he appealed not only to his 
own political friends, but to his Republican 
friends, to sustain his motion to recommit it 
to the Judiciary Committee, and his motion 
waa carried.

Amusements.

“Colonel Sellers” is still drawing crowds 
to the Varieties Theatre, and considering 
how poorly the playhouses have been pat- 
ionized here this season, Mr. Raymond 
must regard his triumph with no little 
pride.

For the matinee at the Varieties to-day 
those dramatic waifs, the "Two Orphans," 
will be produced. The scenery, prepared 
expressly for this drama, is of the best 
known to the New Orleans stage, and the 
cast ot characters is excellent, including 
Miss Monk as Henrietle, Miss Annie Bleakey 
in her truthful and pathetic personation of 
Louise, the blind girl, and for this occasion 
M. Delorme, ot the French comedy com
pany, as Picard.

At the Academy of Music Miss Rena has 
been acting in a disjointed and improbable 
Irish-American play called “Cush.” Mati
nee to-day as usual.

At the St. Charles Theatre Felix and 
Eva Vincent have been playing three nights 
to light-waisted houses in an Irish drama 
billed as “Fenian Chief of 1798.” The play 
was made familiar here some years ago by 
Harry Watkins, nnder the title of “Trod
den Down,” which, by the way, is a more ap
propriate name, as Fenians are of later ori
gin than the rebellion of ’98.

The K nigh ts o f  Momus.

The chivalrous and jolly Knights of Mo- 
mus will open the carnival season on Thurs
day evening February 24. An errant lad, 
with compliments of Momus, has already 
brought to this office an invitation to visit 
the Opera House. It is a two-page card, 
and a beautiful specimen of the engraver’s 
and printer’s art, showing etherial beings 
Bailing in clondland, bordered by the fruits 
and flowers of earth. And so the ball will 
be, where onr home angels will flash in 
beauty, and tread the ways of the dance in 
loveliness. Previous to the ball a gorgeous 
street pageant may be expected, which will 
eclipse all former efforts of jolly Momus. 
So much can be guessed at, lor Momus, Rex 
and the Krewe intend to make the Crescent 
City unusually attractive for strangers 
daring carnival week.

P roperty  H o lders’ C en tra l Council.

The regular meeting of the Property 
Holders’ Central Council was held last 
night at Grunewald Hall, with Mr. A. 
Mitchell, president, in the chair.

A motion was made to adopt the minntes 
of the last meeting, whereupon a hot de
bate took place as to what constitutes a 
quorum, which was participated in by J udge 
Dooley, Dr. Teb&nlt, Mr. Scanlan, and 
others.

The president stated that there was 
nothing in the constitution on the subject, 
and thought that thiB matter ought to be 
settled to-night.

Mr. Bartlette made a motion that forty 
constitute a quorum; Dr. Tebault that nine 
members be a quorum, if all the ward 
unions be represented; Mr. Scanlan wanted 
twenty.

Dr. Telbanlt moved that twenty dele- 
gates.of different ward unions constitute a 
quorum, which was carried.

The following resolutions were received 
from the ward unions and ordered spread 
upon the minutes:

From the first ward, opposing the “pre
mium bond scheme.”

From the Third Ward Union:
Resulted, That the Third Ward Property 

Holders’ Union desire to see harmony ;n the 
efforts of onr Central Council; that we re
indorse the Forman resolutions, and ap
prove the passage of bills which will carry 
out said resolutions effecting the reduction 
of taxation and providing against the fund
ing of illegal bonds.

From the Twelfth Ward Union:
Resolved, That if the act offered by Senator 

White in the Senate, provides that any tax
payer or other interested party or parties 
may enjoin any series of bonds or other obli
gations now outstanding against this city 
trom beiDg funded in the premium bond 
plan, and may carry their cause before any 
of the district courts of this city; and that in 
such case such bonds or other obligations 
thus contested shall not be funded until 
finally passed on by the Supreme Court or 
court of last resort—understanding this to 
be a compromise between tbe members of 
the Central Council, representing different 
views on the subject of the premium bond 
plan—we indorse the act.

From the Tenth Ward Union, a resolution 
of the same purport.

The bill of Senator White on the pre
mium bond scheme was read section by 
section, and, after the reading, Judge 
Dooley took the floor against the indorse 
ment of it by the Council.

Messrs. Tirnony, Bartlette. Brown and 
Soutbmayd also spoke against the bill.

Messrs. Scanlan and Mitchell took the 
floor in favor of the bill, after which the 
Council indorsed it by a vote of 27 to 21.

The president appointed the following 
committee to inform the Legislature of the 
action of the Council: .Messrs. Hughes, De- 
lavigne. Hill, Bonneval and Scanlan.

Mr. Thompson offered the following reso
lution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed by the president ot this council, 
wiiose duty it shall be to take such action 
as may be* found necessary to test before 
the United States courts the validity ot ali 
bonds issued by tbe city of New Orleans 
since the twenty-third day of February. 
1852. and all bonds issued by tbe late cities 
of Jefferson and Carrollton, payment of 
which has been assumed by the city of New 
Orleans; be it

Resolved, That a committee of live be ap
pointed by the president of this council, 
whose duty it shall be to raise the funds 
necessary, from onr citizens at large, to de
fray the expenses contemplated by tbe 
foregoing resolution, and they shall enter 
upon their duties immediately alter bting 
intormed by the aforesaid committee of 
three of tbe amount of money required tor 
said purpose.

The president appointed the following 
committee: Messrs. Thompson, Tebault,
Duvigneand, Avegno and Tbiesman.

The meeting then adjourned.

A F la tte r in g  R esu lt.

At St. Patrick’s fair, which closed on 
Monday night, the contest between Misa 
Merz and Miss Redmond, at the Irish- 
American table was one of the most excit
ing and closely contested races ot the enter
tainment. The prize, an elegant gold watch 
and chain, was won by Miss Merz on the 
following vote: Miss Merz, (483; Miss Red
mond, (423; thus realizing tbe handaome 
snm of (9C6. This table was nnder the 
management of the following ladies, whose 
pleasing manners and hospitable attentions 
to visitors charmed all who met them: Mrs. 
Ed. McMahon, Mrs. John McCloud, Mies A. 
Alexander and Miss S. J. Byrnes.

Rivera.

During the past week the Red river has 
risen seven inches at Shreveport. The Mis
sissippi has fallen fourteen inches at Du
buque and two feet six iochea at Keokuk 
and St Louis, but has risen four feet six 
inches at Davenport, five feet six inches at 
Cairo, two feet six inches at Memphis and 
Vicksburg and seven inches at New Or
leans; the water is now five feet above the 
danger line at Cairo, and is within one foot 
of this line at Memphis and Vicksburg, and 
within three feet of it at New Orleans. The 
Ohio has fallen seven feet at Pittsburg, 
twelve at Cincinnati and eleven at Louis
ville. The Cumberland has fallen fourteen 
feet at Naahville. The 8avannab has risen 
two feet at Aegusta.

BY TELEGRAPH.

P ersonal.
Mr. Auguste Levis, Jr., has just returned 

from a trip to Texas, in the interest of the 
popular firm of Paul Gelpi & Brother, 
agents for the George Goulet champagne. 
Mr. Levis visited the Lone Star State to 
introduce this great wine to the bon vicants 
over there, and met with flattering success 
in all the cities that he visited. There can 
be no doubt that "Geo. Goulet” will soon 
have as wide a popularity in Texas as it 
has gained here.

A S tra n g e r’s Im pressions.
Colonel E. F. Smytbe, who has been 

visiting onr city within the past few weeks, 
communicates his impressions of Louisiana 
affairs to the Omaha Republican, in a recent 
letter. Speaking of the State Senate, he 
says:

Here the presiding officer is the Hon. C. 
C. Antoine, Lieutenant Governor of the 
State, and a more polished gentleman could 
not bo found. Although the darkest man 
in the Senate, yet bis manners and thorough 
knowledge of parliamentary law make him 
a tine President, and no one seems to ques
tion his bouor. Like the House, one-third 
of tbe representatives in the Senate are 
colored. Your correspondent had heard 
so mnch of “corn-field darkies” repre
senting the people of Louisiana in her 
legislative halls, that he selected the hon
orable Senator from Red River parish, M. 
H. Twitchell, one of the ablest in the Senate, 
and from him gathered what information 
possible as to the colored delegation. The 
first one, Mr. Bnrch, and the darkest in the 
Senate except tbe President, was a graduate 
of one of the colleges in Pennsylvania, and a 
man able to hold his own in debate with 
any man on the floor; and not one of the 
colored delegation bat was an educated 
man. Yonr correspondent was informed 
that each one represented from (10,000 to 
(50,000 worth of real estate in Louisiana, 
and back of all this, God had set his seal 
and made of each “every inch a man,” men 
of fine judgment and fine speakers; and 
were Louisiana aa well represented by ber 
Republicans and Democrats, she could have 
no cause lor complaint.

A Com positor Non Compos.
The intelligent compositor was last night 

setting up an article for the Sunday Tribune 
(contributed), when he came across the fol
lowing passage:

“Elvira,” he cried in a paseionate voice, 
“Elvira, fly with me!”

“Antonio,” she sobbed, smiling through 
her tears, “I will. Blame me if I don’t ”

At that moment a tall figure stepped be
tween them, and the sullen voice of Hugo 
de Grubbs was beard:

“Avaunt, slight girl. And as for you. 
base minion----”

The intelligent compositor had jnst got as 
far as this when an illegitimate idea was 
born to him, and with the remaik, “Tbe 
howling ignoramus! Why, minion wasn’t 
invented until 1654, and this is a story of 
the middle ages,” he changed the passage 
so that it read:

“Avannt, alight girl. And aa for yon, 
base brevier----”

The foreman shot him with a shooting 
stick. Tbe sad event has cast a gloom over 
the community.—Chicago Tribune.

The New York World has lost its chief 
supporters by opposing the centennial ex
postion.

CONGRESS.
Senate.

Washington, February 8.—The Finance 
Committee gave long consideration to the 
resumption Dill of Mr. Morrill, of Vermont. 
No action.

The centennial bill comes np to-morrow 
as unfinished business.

The Senate Finance Committee reported 
adversely on the bill to secure depositors of 
the Freedman’s Bank.

The bill for the benefit of the Louisville 
Baptist Orphans’ Home passed.

Tbe committee has been instructed to 
consider a bill whereby the people, through 
the elective franchise, may regulate and 
control their domestic affairs.

A struggle for precedence and a motion 
for an executive session failed. Finally the 
centennial bill was taken np.

Mr. Morton said as soon as the centennial 
bill was conclnded he would call up Pinch- 
back’s case and ask tbe Senate to remain in 
session until a vote was reached. The pro
ceedings were interrupted by the announce
ment of the death of Senator Ferry, of 
Connecticnt, and the eulogies. Senate ad 
journed.

H ouse.
The bill amending section 856 of the Re

vised Statutes by adding the following 
words: “In the adjustment of the accounts 
of said officers an appeal shall lie from the 
decision of tbe accounting officers of the 
Treasury to the Attorney General, whose 
determination shall be final,” passed.

The Judiciary Committee Reported a bill 
repealing the bankrupt act. The first sec
tion repeals the bankrupt act of Match 21 
1867, and all laws and parte of laws amend 
atory thereof and supplemental thereto, 
The second section provides that all suits 
and proceedings now pending in tbe United 
States courts, wherein an adjudication in 
bankruptcy has been made, shall 
be proceeded with and be gov
erned by the provisions of existing 
laws, which are continued in force only for 
tbe purpose of closing up 6nits and pro
ceedings now pending. The act is to take 
effect from and after January 1, 1877. After 
some discussion of technical ooipts, tbe 
bill was passed by a vote of 178 yeas to 58 
nays. After the passage of the bill 
an error was discovered in the re 
cital, the date of the original law 
beiDg given as the second, instead 
of the twenty-first of March. This mistake 
Mr. Lynde asked unanimous consent to have 
corrected, but Mr. Kasson, of Iowa, ob
jected, remarking that the bill placed the 
whole creditor class of the country in the 
power of the debtor class. The bill, there
fore. goes to the Senate with that imperfec 
tion in it.

The diplomatic appropriation question 
was resumed, but no action was taken.

After eulogies on tne late Mr. Ferry, the 
House adjourned.

WASHINGTON.

A Confiscation Case.
W ashington, February 8.—In the Su 

preme Couit—Osborn €t al. vs. United 
States.—This is a confiscation case. The 
court holds that the effect of pardon is to 
restore to its recipient all rights of property 
lost by the offense pardoned, unless the 
property has by judicial process been vested 
id other persons.

No Southern cases decided to-day.
B etw een Scylla and C barybdls.

The adjourned meeting of the Democratic 
congressional caucus, which was to have 
been held to-night, was to-day postponed 
till Thursday, owing to the sickness of Rep
resentative Lamar, the chairman. It will 
be recollected that at the meeting a week 
ago Representative Larders introduced for 
discussion his House bill to repeal the act 
providing for the resumption ol specie 
payments, and that Representative Paine 
offered as a substitute bis House 
bill providing for the gradual resumption 
of specie payments. These propositions 
being antagonistic, some of the Democratic 
members are desirous of avoiding a vote 
upon them in caucus, not cariDg to commit 
themselves at present to any financial 
policy. They, therefore, predict that the 
propositions will not be directly voted upon, 
but referred to the committee of consulta
tion.

A Q uestion Im p o rtan t to  R ailro ad s .
A question of considerable interest, espe 

cially to railway companies, is being argued 
before the commissioner of internal reve
nue upon the application of the Houston 
and Texas Central Railway Company to be 
allowed to reduce the profits which would 
otherwise be taxable, by deducting 
therefrom a discount allowed on 
the salts of their gold bonds and 
premiums on tbe difference between 
gold and silver. Another point involved is 
the taxation of the interest on the bonds, 
after said bonds fall due but have not been 
paid by the company. From the collection 
of this'tax the company asks to be relieved 
The position held by the department has 
been that in taxing the interest paid by the 
railway company upou their bonds, 
the said taxation may be continued 
after the bonds fall dne, and 
main in the hands of the company. Upon 
the question of profits, it is held by the 
revenue office that this is shown by a de
duction of the legitimate expenses of the 
road from the earniDgs, and not 
to any further extent. Under the head 
of these expenses are held to be wages 
paid to officers and employes, the 
payments made on account of ma 
terial consumed, whatever is paid for in
terest on its debt and for taxes, amounts 
paid for negligence of the company whereby 
persons recover damages, etc., but not to 
the extent claimed by the Houston and 
Texas Central Company as named above. 
Further argument, however, will be heard 
before a final decision is announced by the 
commissioner____ ______

NEW YORK.

The fire was completely under control by 
halfqiast ten o’clock.

WHISKY RING.

W itnesses ag a in s t B abcock.
Washington, February 8.—The deputy 

commissioner of internal revenue, cashier 
of the treasury, the private secretary to 
Assistant Secretary Burnham, and others 
connected with the Treasury Department, 
will testify for the government in tbe Bab
cock case.

B abcock’s T ria l Commencoo.
St. Louis, February 8.—There was no 

delay in securing a jury. Three or four 
jurors were put rhrough a rigid inquiry. 
The jury is well distributed from through
out the State. The district attorney an
nounced there would be no more whisky 
cases this special term, and the jurors out
side this panel are discharged. The district 
attorney then addressed the jury on the 
part of the prosecution.

The D istric t A ttorney’s R em arks . 
Colonel Dyer, in closing the preliminary 

address to the jury, repeated the history of 
the conspiracy which was organized here in 
1871, stating it involved all the distilleries 
and rectifiers and government officers and 
employes here, ana had its ramifications 
even in Washington. He cited several dis
patches alleged to have passed between 
Joyce, McDonald, Avery and Babcock, to 
show 'hat the two latter persons were en
gaged in the conspiracy, and corresponded 
with the conspirators.

The dispatches between Joyce and Bab
cock touching tbe appointment of Colonel 
Constantine Maguire as collector of inter
nal revenue after the death of Charles W. 
Ford were cited. Colonel Dyer stated that 
it would be proved that from that time on 
the defendant furnished information to 
the riDg here. Tbe department was 
thwarted in all efforts to get an 
investigation that would reveal tlfh 
frauds, for the reason that all revenue 
agents sent here to examine affairs were 
either bought up on their arrival,or advices 
had been received here of their contempla
ted visits, and opportunity thus given dis
tillers to straighten up and show regular 
work.

Colonel Dyer claimed that it would be 
clearly shown that Babcock not only had 
fnll knowledge of the existence of the 
frauds which were carried on, but that he 
aided the conspirators in their work and 
received money directly from Joyce, who 
mailed it to him. Babcock and Avery were 
the two men at Washington who kept the 
ring posted, eveu after the indictment of 
General McDonald. Babcock, it would be 
Moved, was in secret correspondence with 
him. The evidence. Colonel Dyer said, 
would, in a measure, be circumstantial, 
but there would not be a link missing in 
the chain. _____ ______

FOREIGN.

A rres t o f s  C alifo rn ia  F o rg e r .
New York, February 7.—Perin H 

Somers, alleged to have committed forgeries 
in California to the amount of (200,000, was 
arrested in Brooklyn, and will be taken 
home by California detectives.

A dm iral S trlngham  D ead,
Admiral Silas H. Stringbam is dead, aged 

seventy eight years.
B an k ru p t.

The Sturtevant Manufacturing Company 
of Lebanon, New York, is declared bank 
rupt.

F ailed .
Dale Brothers, flannel and woolen deal 

ers, of this city and Boston, have failed 
Liabilities over (1,000,000. The assets are 
nominally twice that amount.

F ire  In New Y ork .
A fire broke out eaily this evening in 

the block bounded by Broadway, Grand, 
Crosby and Howard streets. At eight 
o’clock, the flames had extended over the 
entire block, but were under control. The 
Continental Hotel, a large number of stores 
and several tenement Louses in the rear are 
destroyed. It is thought that not more than 
three or four buildings in the block will be 
saved. No estimate of the loss can yet be 
made, bat it will exceed (1,000,000.

T he M oat D estructive  F ire  fo r Years.
Fire broke out at half-past eight o'clock 

this evening at No. 125 Grand street, which 
proved the most destructive tor years. Tbe 
fire burned through the entire block bounded 
by Grand, Howard, Broadway and Crosby 
streets, altogether about thirty bnildings. 
The total loss is estimated at (4,500,000, 
One firm—Cashin, Brnnderett & Co., 
lace dealers—estimate their loss at 
(1,500,000. Five buildings, on Broadway, 
were saved, and all on Grand street, ex
cept No. 125, where the fire broke out. Two 
firemen, David Clnte, foremen, and John 
H. B«ab, assistant, were killed, and several 
others injured by the falling walls. At one 
time it was feared the heart of the city 
would hum. Gnat orowds assembled on

The Opening o f P arliam en t.
London, February 8.—The Queen opened 

the new session of Parliament soon af'er 
noon to-day, although she did not read the 
speech in person. Tbe weather was dull 
and cold, but thousands of people lined the 
streets through which the Queen and her 
a'tendants passed. She did not go in state. 
The Q ueen particularly requested that the 
usual ringing of Westminster Abbey and 
St. Margaret's Church bellson her approach 
be omitted, in consequence ol the illness of 
Lady Augusta Stanley.

Tbe Princess of Wales, Duchess of Edin
burg, Marchioness of Lome snd Princess 
Beatrice accompanied the Queen. The 
Queen havit)g taken the throne, and the 
usual formalities having been gone throneh 
with, the Lord Chancellor read the speech.

Tbe Queen’s Speech.
My Lords aDd Gentlemen—It is with 

much satisfaction that I again resort to the 
advice and assistance of my .Parliament. 
My relations with all for-ign powers con
tinue of a cordial character.

The insurrectionary movement which, 
daring the last six months, has been main
tained in the Turkish provinces of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, and which the troops of 
the Sultan have up to the present time been 
unable to repress, has excited the attention 
and interest of the great European powers.
1 have considered it my duty not to stand 
aloof from the efforts now being made by 
the allied, and friendly governments to 
bring about the pacification of the dis
turbed districts, and I have accordingly, 
while respecting the independence of the 
Porte, joined in urging upon the Saltan the 
expedi ncy of adopting such measures of ad 
ministrative reform as may remove all 
reasonable cause ot discontent on the part 
of his Christian snbjeots.

I have agreed to pnrohase, subject to 
your sanction, the shares which belong to 
the Khedive of Egypt in the Suez canal, 
and I rely with confidence upon your ena
bling me to complete the transaction, in 
which the public interests are deeply in
volved. The representations which I ad
dressed to the Chinese government as to the 
attack made in the course of last year on an 
expedition sent from Burman to the 
western provinces of China have been re
ceived in a friendly spirit. The circum
stances of the lamentable outrage are now 
the subject of inquiry, in which I have 
thonght it right to request that a member 
ot my diplomatic service should take part. 
I await the result of this inquiry in the 
firm conviction that it will be so conducted 
as to lead to the discovery and punishment 
of the offenders.

The papers on the above snbjeots will be 
laid before yon.

I am deeply thankful for the uninter
rupted health which my dearson, the Prince 
of Wales, has enjoyed during his journey 
through the Indies, and the hearty affec
tion with which he has been received by 
my Indian subjects of all classes and races 
assures me that they are happy un 
der my rule and loyal to my throne.

At the time that the direct government of 
my Indian empire was transferred to the 
crown, no formal addition was made to the 
style and titles of the sovereign. I have 
deemed the present a fitting opportunity 
for supplying this omission, and a bill npon 
the subject will be presented to you.

The humane and enlightened policy con
sistently pursued by this country in patting 
an end to slavery within her own depend
encies, and in the suppression of the slave 
trade throughout the world, makes it im
portant that the action of British na
tional ships in the territorial waters of 
foreign states should be in harmony 
with the great principles. I have 
therefore given directions for the issue 
of a royal commission to inquire into 
all treaty engagements and other interna
tional obligations bearing upon this subject, 
and all instructions f rom time to time is
sued to my naval officers, with a view to as
certain whether any steps ought to be taken 
to secure lor my ships and their command
ers abroad greater power for the mainten
ance of the right of personal liberty. A bill 
will be laid before yon for punishing slave 
traders who are the subjects ot native In
dian princes. .

The affairs of my colonial empire, the 
general prosperity of which has continued 
to advance, have received a large share of 
luy attention. Papers of importance and 
interest will soon be in yonr hands 
showing the proceeding with respest 
to the conference of the South Af
rican colonies and states. The murder 
of a high official ot the Straits settlements, 
while acting in a neighboring Malay State, 
and the disorders ensuing|on that outrage* 
have demanded the interference ot my 
troops. I trust that the operations, which 
were energetically eondneted, though not 
without the loss* of some valuable lives, 
have restored order and re-established the 
just influence and authority ofjthis country.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons— 
I have directed the estimates for the year 
to be prepared and presented to yon with
out delay.My Lords and Gentlemen—Bill* for reg
ulating the ultimate tribunal of appeal for 
the United Kingdom and tor the amend
ment ot the merchant shipping laws will be

primary education yonr attention will be 
called also to a measure for promoting 
economy and efficiency in the management 
of prisons, and at the same time effecting 
the relief of local burdens. Other important 
measures, as the time of the session per
mits, will be introduced to yonr notice, and 
I pray that your deliberations may, under 
the Divine blessing, result in the happiness 
and contentment of my people.

The Canal 8 tock .
It is said the opposition intend to propose 

a specific resolution concerning the pur
chase of the Suez canal shares; not as an 
amendment to the address, but in a separ
ate form, and a  powerful oratorical on
slaught is expected to be made on the gov
ernment for that transaction.

Censure.
The government in the debate ot the ad

dress to-night will also be severely censured 
by the opposition speakers for the fugitive 
slave circulars of the Admiralty.

The Bible In Rom e.
The Daily Setts’ Rome special says the 

inaugnral meeting of the British and For
eign Bible Society was held at the Ameri
can Church in Via Condatte yesterday. 
English, Scotch and American Protestants 
participated.

D eath o f G ariba ld i’s F riend .
Cano, an old friend of Garibaldi, recently 

died at Florence without receiving extreme 
unction. The clergy consequently refused 
to parform Christian burial services. Gari
baldi therefore writes, advising cremation.

R ailro ad  P ro g ress.
The Post's Berlin special says the Prus

sian Cabinet has decided to push the 
transfer ot Prussian state railways to the 
empire. It is hoped the scheme will be 
ratified before the close of the session.

Levlson’s Expnlson.
The Times' Berlin special says: Dr. Levi- 

son, an eminent Prussian jonrnalist and 
the Vienna correspondent of several 
German newspapers, notwithstanding the 
intercession of the German ambassador 
and despite Dr. Levison's well known 
moderation, has been expelled from Austria, 
charged with disseminating intelligence un
favorable to the realm.

In a letter to Prince Auersperg, the Aus
trian Prime Minister, the doctor charges 
the premier with ordering his expulsion 
merely to prove his indifference to the opin
ion of those persons at Berlin who have 
been endeavoring to keep Prince Auersperg 
in office, reference being to an article in the 
semi-official Provincial Correspondence al
ready sent by cable, in which apprehen
sions are stated to be felt of a serious es
trangement between Germany and Austria.

F ailed .
The failure of J. &. G. Henderson & Co., 

grain merchants, Liverpool, is reported. 
Assets £250,000.

A B attle  In P rog ress.
The Carlist committee has published dis-

Catches from Hendaye saying a great battle 
egan Saturday. The battle was still pro

gressing when the bearer left the field. T no 
Carlist losses were inconsiderable. They 
held all their positions, the troops showing 
great oonfidenee and enthusiasm.

The Coming W edding.
The Weekly World reiterates the state

ment of the coming marriage of the Prin
cess Beatrice with Prince Lonis of Batten- 
berg, and denies the story of the £10.000 
gift from the Marquis of Ripon to the Pope. 

Proceedings In P arliam en t.
Soon after reading the Queen's speech Sir 

Stafford Northoote, Chancellor of the Ex
chequer, announced a resolution for next 
Monday to cover the purchase of the Khe
dive’s Saez canal Bhares.

Right Hon. G. J. Gofchen gave notice 
that be will ask Right Hon. George Ward 
Hunt, the First Lord of the Admiralty, on 
Thursday next, when he intends to sunmit 
the papers relative to the lose of the Van
guard.

Plim soll and H is Shipping Bill.
Mr. Samuel Piimsoll will to-morrow in

troduce an amended shipping bill.
The government has given notice of the 

marine insurance and the merchant ship
ping bills for Thursday.

The debate on the address in answer to 
the Queen's speech has opened. The at
tendance is very fall.

The G erm an Sentim ent.
A special dispatch from Berlin, to the 

Daily Setrs, says the report that Germany 
has declined to make any representations 
to Spain in regard to Cuba is incorrect. 
The German government has not answered 
the communication of the United States, 
which did not require or invite an answer, 
but there is every reason to believe that 
Germany is not unwilling to impress npon 
Spain the justice of American complaints, 
and the advisability of making some re
dress.

R onm anla and the  P o rte .
The Kelet Sesse. a journal of Pesth, pub

lishes the following: The Sublime Porte, on 
account of its financial difficulties, recently 
requested Roumania to pay her customary 
tribute in advance. Tne Roumanian gov
ernment has sent a note in reply, declaring 
that the treaties stipulate that the tribute 
is payable only in return for the obligation 
assumed by Turkey to defend Roumania 
from foreign invasion.

The Porte has, however, shown itself in
capable of quelling a looal insurrection. 
The Roumanian government is convinced it 
can no longer depend upon the assistance 
of Turkey in case of war; therefore the 
obligation to pay tribute is at an end. Rou
mania, moreover, complains that the Porte 
has concentrated troops at Aiden and 
sent ships up the Danube under 
the false pretext that the threatening 
attitude of Servia rendered rendered such 
measures necessary. Roumania is conse
quently compelled to take measures to pro
tect he"r frontiers. The note concludes with 
the declaration that Roumania, as an inde
pendent state, will resist every attempt to 
occupy her territory or march foreign troops 
through it.

-Military M ovements In Spain.
Madrid, Februarv 7.—Official dispatched 

announce General Quesada has driven the 
Carlisle from Abadino, near Durango, after 
a sharp engagement.

Seventy more Carlists have submitted in 
N avarre.

General Quesada bolds every avenue into 
Olava and Biscay. Don Carlos is at Toloeo 
with a large force of artillery and twenty 
battalions, facing General Moriones. Bad 
weather prevents advance.
The royalists have now complete posses

sion of Biscay and Alva.
T he H erzegovfnnns U nite F o rre s . 

Cattaro, February 8.—Poko and Soeica, 
Herzegovinan leaders, have joined forces. 
Socica will probably be commander-in - 
chief.
T u rk ish  W a r Vessels Under Surveillance,

Ragusa, February 8.—Ali I’asba is short
ly expected here.

The Turkish men-of-war oft' Kleck pro
test against the supervision of their boats 
by the Austrian men-of-war in the harbor.

It is reported the Austrian squadron has 
been ordered to Kleck.

A ppropriation  to r  the  Army. 
BuCKARssr. February 8 —The chamber 

voted 4.000,0(10 piastres for the equipment 
of the army. During the debate the Min
ister of War repeated the  assurance that 
the government policy was pacific and neu
tral.

3IEXICO.
The Revolution In Mexico. 

Havana, February 7.—The steamer City 
of Mexico, from Vera Cruz, brings the fol
lowing from Mexico, February 1: 

Manifestoes have appeared, signed by 
Generals Diaz and Gnerra at Guanajuato. 
Their purpose is to begin a revolution, with 
the ultimate object of defeating Lerdo da 
Tejada, and placing Porfiro Diaz in tho 
presidency. Few persons are disposed to 
deny the authenticity of the documents, 
and fear of a revolution is general. Tbe 
Two Republics (newspaper) comments on
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