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THE STATE HOURE.
Senate.

Mr. Landry offered a resolution to have
the Committee on Banks and Banking ex-
swine the present banking law to learn
where deficiencies exist. Referred.

The question of a small-pox hospital for
the parish ot Orleans was taken up and dis-
cussed, and it secmed that there were two
reports. Mr. Young made the motion to
recommit, but it was tabled, when, on mo-
tion of Mr. Allain, it was referred to the
Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Whitney called up Senate bill No. 77,
fixing the salariea of the Mayor and Admizc-
istrators of the city of New Orleans, and
the committee's tavorable report was read.

Mr. Yonng wished to see the whole sub-
jeet referred, and a vote waa called, but he
was not gratified. Before snother vote
was called Mr. Ogden offered an amend-
ment, fixiog the salaries at such insignifi-
cant sums as to be apparent to all that he
was jesting. His amendment was tabled.

Mr. Whitney moved to have the bill en-
grossed,

Mr. White wished to amend by addiog
“tax collectors in the parish of Orleans,”
placing their salaries at $5000 per annum
each.

The Chair ruled that Mr. White's amend-
ments were out of order, not being germain
to the question, but afterward, on further
explanation by Mr. White, the amendment
was accepted and the bill's title altered.
The second amendment was to fix the
salary of State tax collectors at no more
than $5000 per annum.

Mr. White—It Mr. Whitney is in earnest
be will accept my amendments, notwith-
standing there are bills to the same effect
in the House. It is well known that the tax
collectore are too well paid, far better than
are the city Administrators. Tax eollectors
get fat on their enormons feee, and if con-
tinued will destroy the government. If
the Senator honestly means reform, here is
bis opportunity. The bill is a good one and
the Democratic House will pass it at once.

Mr. Whitney—I am opposed to the amend-
ment. because it was tacked on to weaken
wy bill. *

Mr. Burch—The Democrats not long ago
took from the Republicans General Sheri-
dan, then a fat tax collector, and sent him
w Congrees. I opp the d t be-
cause it looks as if we were voting one-
«ided; but let us go on with this bill, and
after that the Democrats can make their
propositiors in regular form.

Mr. Dumont—] am surprised that the
people have eo long submitted to the “‘ex-
tortions' of tax collectors, who hire subor-
dinates to do their work for them.

Mr. Brewster—These amendments were
tacked on to make confusion, and to make
it ridiculous. It was the oldest and the
best and the Democrats that fixed the fat
fees for tax eollectors, and Mr. John Me-
Epery once eaid on the stump that he voted
for the present per cent for those officials.

The order of the day was called, but bill
No. 77 was immediately taken in hand
sgain.

Mr. Young—I promised the men who
voted for me to assist in reformations, and
pow is the time for us to show hande; I am
in favor of reducing salaries, and shall al-
ways advocate reformation in that direc-
tion.

Mr. Stamps—This bill does not fully sat-
iefy my wishes: I would rather abolish the
present system, and adopt the old plan for
city government—that is, two boards of
aldermen. As I am favorable to reduction,
1 shall vote for the bill.

Mr. Blant—I will vote for the bill, and
hereafter vote to reduce the fees of tax col
lectors, 1 do not like the amendment
offered by Mr. White, for it will kill the
bill. I wanted a reform bill long ago, and
the more experienced members should have
brought cme mn before this. This loading
the bill with amendments is not to my
liking.

Mr. Wharton—For four years I have at-
terped to reduce the fees of tax collectors,
but have failed up to date. This is the sec-
ond time that this Senate has had an op-
portunity to reduce those fees, and I say
that the amendments do not clog the bill.

Mr. Burch—I am surprised at the un-
willingnees of Mr. Wharton to favor the re-
duction of the tax collectors’ fees after hav-
ing waid that Mr. White is not sincere in.
offering his smendment. He knows that
the amendment is not in the interest of re-
form.

Mr. Twitchell—Republican members will
pnot be reeponsible for these irregular
smendments, and I will vote for the bill
with that understanding.

Mr. Allain—If members mean reform let
them vote for the bill and umendments.

Mr. Landry—The amendments are not
germain to the bill, and they are for evil,
and if they are adopted tax collectors will
fold their arios, and the government's 1e-
sources will in part be cut off. If the Dem-
ocrats wish to work reforms, let them bring
in & direct bill to lessen the costs of tax
collectors, and therefore 1 hope the amend-
ments will not be adopted. I am informed
that the city Administrators bave volun-
tarily cut down their salaries. Very well,
o far. 1 am a reformer, but wish every of-
ficer to be fully paid for his services. The
amendment is nothing but a rider, and 1
move to—

Mr. Cage—I believe that this bill does not
give the Administrators a sufficient salary;
1 do not believe that the people of this
State wish salaries 8o far reduced as to
make the officers rogues. Iam opposed to
the bill and the amendments, but a bill can
be citered that will answer; let us make re-
ductions some other way. I wish to see
the bill recommitted to its committee,

Mr. Bureh argued that it would not do to
recommir, as the amendment jncluded State
officers, and the Committes on Parochial
Affafre 3 not aathorized to touch that.

Mr. Anderson—All the tax colleotors need
reforming, snd 1 will introduce & bill for
that purpose.

Mr. Burck—Tkis bill came from the Com-
mwittee on Parochial Affairs, snd had nothusg
t0 do with the office of tax collector—a
State office. The D ta last :
brought i bills that would not stand the
test of courte, and we may have voted for
them, end we have been out of order
these two hours on this question.
There are two separate points in the
smended bill, and they should be

separated. One is manicips! and the other

is State; the friends of the country tax col-
lectors do not seem to care for their friends’
salaries; it is only tbose in the parish of
Orleans. 1do not wish to see the bill re-
committed, for 1 want to see a proper bill
offered, and I am willing to cut down the
salaries of officiale, but I demand that it be
done in a correct manner. I move to table
the motion to recommit and to table the
amendments, after the amendments are di-
vided.

The motion was carried.

Mr. Wharton offered a subetitute, in view
of the fact that the different city districts
were not alike; some of them bhad much
more work then others. If his proposition
be adopted, he eaid, the saving would
amount to $200,000 per annum.

Mr. Weber offered an amendment to Mr.
Wharton's substitate, to make the change
in salaries go into effect next year, but it
was tabled.

Mr. Wharton's substitute is to fix the
salary of the First District (parish of Or-
leans) tax collector at $10,000 per annum;

Second District, $9000; Third Dietrict,
$7500; Fourth District, 7500, And the sub-
stitute was adopted.

Mr. Alexander offered an amendment to
section first, to give the Mayor a ealary of
$5000, and the Administrators $4000, which
wase carried.

Mr. Burch introduced an ot fix-
iog the salaries of tax coll 8 10 country
pariehes ut from $500 to $2000 per annum,
according to the amount of labor depend-
ing on office,

From the time that the subject of re-
ducing salaries and fees was introduced
esome members sought to confuse proceed-
ings by effering all kinds of motions, call-
ing the roll, moving to adjourn, offering
amendments, etc., until the main question
was almoet lost sight of.

Daring the time that members were offer-
ing amendments and substitutes on the
city question, Mr. Ogden moved to amend
by giving the Mayor a salary ot $250 per
annum, and the Adwministrators $200, for
which he was reminded that there were
Senators present who were earnest in their
desire to pass economical measures.

At nine o'clock the Senate adjourned.

House.

With one or two exceptions, the entire
business of the House was traneacted with-
out debate,

The roll calls onder Mr. Booth's rule,
only brought ont bills that were referred or
immediately postponed indefinitely.

A very little discuesion was caused by
the majority report of Mr. Young. chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee, reporting
adversely on the Senate election bill, and
recommending the House to adhere to ita
own bill.

It was agreed that the minority report,
pot then prepared, but which was present-
ed by Mr. Matthews in & few minutes, and
also sn individual report of Mr. Hahn, of
the same committee, should be printed in
the journal with the majority report.

This disposed of the matter, i: being lia-
ble to be called up at any time.

Mr. Young also reported unfavorably on
Mr. Hammond's bill restricting the en-
croachments of street railroads.

Mr. Hammond explained the bill, and
ofering an amendment, caused the bill to
be recommitted.

The bill for the repeal and alteration of
the charter of the city of Natchitoches, was
called up by Mr. Jeftries.

Mr. Raby objected to its passage and
ssked its indefinite postponement. By the
proposed law the next election was to be held
on the first Monday in May. The desire of
the people there was to have an election
only once in two years. Another must be
beld at the gemeral election. An election
each year was too expensivs. He eaid he
had lived in the parish twenty years, and
claimed to rep! all the people on this
question. It was an impoeition to force
another election.

Mr. Jeffries said he would simply state
that he considered he represented the peo-
ple of that parish; that Dr. Gillespie, &
prominent and reliable gentleman of that
parish, sent as a delegate to the Democratio
convention, had then asked him to present
the bill. It was identioal, with the excep-
tion of the exemption of taxation, with the
charter of 1872, Mr. Pierson had intro-

duced a bill in 15875, which allowed the
Governor to appoint the parish officers.
Natchitoches only desired & republican
form of government; only wished to elect
its own officers. As representing that peo-
ple he would not advocate the bill if he
were not assured the best people favored it
and their best interests were advanced by
it

Mr. Raby said he counld quote many more
pames in contravention of the one Mr. Jet-
fries preeecnted, but he was sare the bill
was ot one desired by the people of his
parish. If they bad wished it he wonld
bave known it, and if they did he would do
all in his power to sustain it. Bat being
convinoed of the contrary, he would do his
utmost to defeat the bill.

Mr. Jeffries failing to secure enough votes
to suspend the rules, the bill wentover.

The only other matter discussed was that
relative to Levi Banke, recorder of Winn
parish.

Mr. Kolly presented the matter to the
House, and gave a brief summary of the
question.

Mr. Hahn, from the committee, stated
there were no politics involved. Whether
the subject of the resolution was & Demc-
orat or & Republican had pot been ascer-
tained. But as all Republican officiale made
it » point to give & sufficient bond and per-
form their duty sccording to law, and this
one had utterly failed to do either, he would
conclude ke was a Democrat.

Mr. Keyes interrupting, Mr. Habn said
he would eatisfy the Democratic member
from Terrebonne before he finished.

Mr. Habn said that Mr. Banks, for some
cause or other, not for his own eake, had
been appointed recorder of Winn parish,
and he immediatsly appointed his father as
his deputy. Ian & short lime this father
sbandoned the office and appointed another
man, who never took an oath, never gave &
bond, and never was, in any sense, an offi-
cial, except that he was stuck in the office.
The law provides what a deputy shall do,
but this man in there merejy plays recorder.
He don't sign his name, den't sign a8 dep-
uty, but he signs the name of another man
a8 zecorder. The comsequence is, & good
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title can not be given, the people are com
plaining of the outrage, and a change must
be made if their interests are to be pro-
tected. The holder of the office should be
addressed out, and for the benefit of the
Democratic member from Terrebonee, it
may be stated that in all probability the
Governor will int a Republi

sor.
Mr. Keyes, asking if Mr. Habn spoke
fr m his own krowledge, was auswered
that the knowledge waa of the same kind
as all knowledge that came before the
House to govern its sotion.

Mr. Lowell, as a member of the Judiciary
Committee, stated that the facts were
exactly as detailed by Mr. Haka and the
report was unsnimous.

sad
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Property Holders’ Central Council.

The regular meeting of the Property
Holders' Central Ci il was held last
night at Grunewald Hall, with Mr. A.
Mitchell, president, in the chair.

A motion was made to adopt the minntes
of the last meeting, whereupon a hot de-
bate took place as to what constitutes a
quorum, which was participated in by Jadge
Dooley, Dr. Tebault, Mr. Scaniap, and
others.

The president stated that there was
nothing in the constitation on the eunbject,
and thought that this matter ought to be
settled to-night.

Mr. Bartlette made a motion that foriy
constitute a quoram; Dr. Tebaunlt that nine
members be a qunorum, if all the ward

be repr. ted; Mr. Scanlan wanted

The report and add were adop

After some cross questions on the dog
law, proposed by Mr. Young, who explained
its neceseity in a sheep-raising country, the
House adjourned on motion of Mr. Pipes.

Mr, Hiammond on the Right of Way.

The bill of Mr. Hammond, of the seeond
ward of New Orleans, entitled *‘an act to
punish certain acts, to declare the same
misdemeanors, to protect the inhabitants of
towns and cities in their rights of way, and
prevent undue encroachmen's of railway
companies,” wus fortunately recommitted
to the Judiciary Committee, which had pre-
vionsly reported unfavorably on it.

Although Mr, Hammond made a special
illustration of the dition of the d
ward, and disclaimed all motives except to
advance the interests of his constituente,
the bill i= of much greater scope, and
clamms the attention of the legialators of
every section,

It was reasovable that Mr. Hammond
should be surprised at the action of the
Judiciary Committee on such a bill. He
stated to the House that the bill had been
carefully drawn after much deliberation
and consultation. Posubly it was subject
to amendment, and any amendment con-
sonant with ita general object wounld receive
bis support. But, as an example, in the sec-
ond ward of Orleans, which he had the
honor to represent in part, the wkole front,
with the exception of Julia street, was ob-
structed. The right of way of every citizen
was destroyed toward the river front.

Mr, Hammond eaid he would not occupy
the time of the House in opposing the re-
port, because a Senator from the firet ward
had already introduced in the 8 a bill
covering the same ground, which will prob-
ably reach the House in due time. Bat he
thought the bill shounld receive more con-
sideration, and he appealed not only to his
own political friende, but to his Republican
friende, to sustain his motion to recommit it
to the Judiciary Committee, and his motion

waa carried.
- ———— -

Amusements,

“Colonel Sellers” is still drawing crowds
to the Varietiea Theatre, and considering
how poorly the playhouses have been pat-
10onized here this season, Mr. Raymond
must regard his trinmph with npo little
pride.

For the matinee at the Varieties to-day
those dramatic waifs, the “Two Orphans,”
will be produced. The scenery, prepared
expreesly for this drama,is of the best
koown to the New Orleans stage, and the
cast of characters is excellent, including
Miss Monk as Henrictte, Miss Annie Bleakey
in ber trutbful and pathetic personation of
Louise, the blicd girl, and for this occasion
M. Delorme, ot the French comedy com-
pany, as Picard.

At the Academy of Music Miss Rena has
been acting in a dizjointed and improbable
Irish-American play called “Cush.” Mati-
nee to-day as usual.

At the Bt. Charles Theatre Felix and
Eva Vincent have been playing three nights
to light-waisted houees in an Irish drama
billed as “Fenian Chief of 1798.” The play
was made familiar here some years ago by
Harry Watkioe, under the title of “Trod-
den Down,"” which, by the way, is a more ap-
propriate nume, as Fenians are of later ori-
gin than the rebellion of "98.

The Knights of Momus,.

The chivalrous and jolly Knights of Mo-
mus will open the carnival seasun on Thars-
day evening February 24. An errant lad,
with compliments of Momae, has already
brought to thia office an invitation to visit
the Opera House. It is a two-page card,
and a beautiful apecimen of the engraver's
and printer's art, showing etherial beings
pailing in cloudland, bordered by the fruits
and flowers of earth. And so the ball will
be, where our home angels will flash in
beauty, and tread the ways of the dance in
loveliness. Previous to the ball a gorgeous
street pageant may be expected, which will
eclipse all former efforts of jolly Momus.
So much can be guessed at, for Momus, Rex
and the Krewe intend to make the Crescent
City unueually attractive for straogers
during carnival week.

A Flattering Result.

At St. Patrick’s fair, which closed on
Monday night, the contest between Miss
Merz and Miss Redmond, at the Irish-
American table was one of the most excit-
ing and olosely contested races ot the enter-
tainment. The prize, an elegant gold watch
and chain, was won by Miss Merz on the
following vote: Miss Merz, $183; Mies Red-
mond, $423; thus realizing the hand

twenty.

Dr. Telbault moved that twen'y dele-
gates.of diffzrent ward unione constitute a
quorum, which was carried.

The following reslutions were received
from the ward unions and ordered spread
upon the minutes:

From the first ward, opposing the ‘‘pre-
wiom bond echeme.”

From the Third Ward Union:

Resolced, That the Third Ward Property
Holders' Union desire to see harmony in the
etforts of our Central Council; that we re-
indorse the Forman resolutione, and ap-
prove the passage of bills ‘which will carry
out raid resolutions effecting the reduction
of taxation snd providing against the fund-
ing of illegal bonds.

From the Twelfth Ward Union:

Resolred, That if the act offered by Senator
White in the Senate, provides that any tax-
payer or other interested party or parties
may enjoin any series of bonds er other obli-
gations now outstanding sgainst this cit
trom being funded in the premium bon
plap, and may carry their cause before any
of the district courta of this city; and thatin
such case such bonds or other obligations
thue contested shall not be funded until
finally passed on by the Suprewe Court or
court ot last resort—usderstanding this to
be a compromise between the members of
the Central Council, representing different
views on the subject of the preminm bond
plan—we indorse the act.

From the Tenth Ward Union, a resolution
of the same purport.

The bill of Senator White on the pre-
wium bond scheme was read section by
section, and, after the reading, Judge
Dooley took the floor against the indoree-
ment of it by the Council.

Messrs. Timony, Bartlette, Brown and
Southmayd also epoke against the bill.

Messrs. Scanlan and Mitchell took the
floor in favor of the bill, after which the
Council indorsed it by a vote of 27 to 2l.

The president appointed the following
committee to inform the Legislature of the
action of the Council: Messrs. Hoghes, De-
lavigne, Hill, Bonneval and Scsnlan.

Mr. Thompseon offered the following reso-
lution, which was adopted:

Resoleed, That a committee of three be
appointed by the president ot this council,
whose duty 1t shali be to rake such action
as may be found necessary to test betore
the United States courta the validity of all
bouds issued by tihe city of New Orleans
since the twenty-third day of February.
1852, and all bonds issued by the late cities
ot Jetferson and Carrollton, payment ot
which has been assumed by the city of New
Orleans; be it

Resoleed, That a committee of tive be ap-
pointed by the president of this council,
whose duty it shall be to raise the funds
necessary, from onr citizens at large. to de-
fray the expenses cootemplated by the
foregoing resolution, and they shall enter
upon their duties immediately atter being
informed by the atoresaid committes of
three of the amount of money required tor
said purpose.

The president appointed the following
committee: Messrs. Thompeon, Tebault,
Duvigneand, Avegno and Thiesman.

The meeting then adjourned.

=
Personal.

Mr. Auguste Levis, Jr., has just returned
from a trip to Texse, in the interest of the
popular firm of Paul Gelpi & Brother,
agents for the George Goulet champagne.
Mr. Levis vieited the Lone Star State to
introduce this great wine to the bon vicants
over there, and met with flattering success
in all the cities that he visited. There can
be no doubt that “Geo, Goulet” will soon
have as wide a popularity in Texas as it
has gained here.

A Stranger’s lmpressions.

Colonel E. F. Smytbe, who bas been
visiting our city within the past few weeke.
tes his imp: of Louisi
affaira to the Omaha Kepublican, in a recent
Jetter. Speaking of the Siate Senate, he
Bays:

Here the presiding officer 1s the Hon. C.
C. Aotoine, Lientenant Governor of the
State, and a more polished gentleman counld
not be found. Although the darkest man
in the Senate, yet his manners and thorough
knowledge of parliamentary law make him
a fine President, and no one seems to ques-
tion his honor. Like the House, one-third
of the representatives in the Senate are
colored. Your correspondent had beard
so much of “corn-field darkies’ repre-

ting the ple of Lonisi in her
legielative btﬁs, that he selected the hon-
orable Senator from Ked River ish, M.
H. Twitchell, one of the ablest in the Senate,
and from him gathered what information
g:amou to the colored delegation. The

t one, Mr. Burch, and the darkest in the
Senate except the President, wasa graduate
of one of the colleges in Penneylvania, and &
man able to hold his own in dcbate with

man on the floor; and not one of the
colored delegation but was an educated
man. Your correspondent wae informed
that each one represented from $10,000 to
$50,000 worth of real estate in Louisi

comm
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CONGRESS,

Sennte.
WASHIXGTON, February 8.—The Finance
Committee rve long consideration to the
rasumption bill of Mr. Morrill, of V.

—— ]
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the streets, ané much excitement prevailed.
The fire was completely under control by
half-past ten o’cloc g

WHISKY RING.

s Babeock

wi
Wasnixgron, February 8.—The deputy

No action.

The centennial bill comes up to-morrow
as unfinished business.

The Senate Finance Committee reported
adversely on the bill to secure depositors of
the Freedman's Bank.

The bill for the benefit of the Louisville
Baptist Orpbans’ Home A

The committee bas been iostructed to
consider a bill whereby the people, throngh
the elective franchise, may regulate and
control their domestic affairs.

A struggle for precedence ard s motion
for an executive session failed. Finally the
centennial bill was taken up.

Mr. Morton said as soon as the centennial
bill wus concluded he would call up Pinch-
back's case and aek the Senate to remain in
session until & vote was reached. The pro-
ceedings were interrupted by the announce-
ment of the death of Senator Ferry, of
Connpecticut, and the eulogies. Senate ad-
journed.

House.

The bill amending section 856 of the Re-
vired Statutes by adding the following
worde: *‘In the adjustment of the accounts
of said officers an uppeal shall lie from the
decision of the accounting officers of the
Treasury to the Attorney General, whoee
determination shall be final,” puesed.

The Judiciary Committee reported a bill
repealing the bankrupt act. The firet sec-
tion repeals the bankrupt act of March 21,
1867, and all lawg and parts of laws amend-
atory thereof and supplemental thereto.
The second section provides thet all suits
and pi ings now pending in the United
S:ates courts, wherein an adjudication in

bankruptey bus been wade, sball
be proceeded with and be gov-
ern by the provisions of existing

l;w-, which n}« t-?utinned in force onll_v fur
the purpose of closicg up svits apnd pro-
ceedings now pending. )rhe act in to t';ke
effect from and atter Jaouary 1, 1877, After
some diecussion of technical veipts, the
bill was passed by a vote of 178 yeaa to 58
nays. r the paseage of the bill
an error was discovered in the re-
cital, the date of the original Ilaw
being given as the eecond, instead
of the twenty-tirst of March. This mistake
Mr. Lynde asked i tto have

0! re y
of the tressury, the private to
e Bttty Patioon, aed ethare
conneoted with the Tressury Department,
will testify for the government in the Bab-

Bab k'» Trial C

8r. Louis, Febru 8.—There was no
delsy in securing a jury. Three or four
jurors were put through a rigid hqulr{.
he jury is well distributed from through-
out the State. The district attorney an-
nounced there would be no more whisky
cases this special term, and the jurors out-
side this panel are discharged. The distnet
attorney then addressed the jury om the
part of the prosecution.

The Dintrict Attorney’s Remarks.
Colonel Dyer, in closing the preliminary
address to the jury, repeated the history of
the conspiracy which waa o) here in
1871, stating it involved all the distilleries
and reotifiers and government officers and
employea here, and bad its ramifications
even in Washington. He cited several dis-
patches alleged to have passed between
Joyee, McDonald, Avery and Baboock, to
show that the two latter persons were en-
gaged in the conspiracy, and corresponded
with the conspirators.

The dispatches between Joyce and Bab-
cock hing t ppoi of Colonel
Coostantine Maguire as colleetor of inter-
nal revenue after the death of Charles W.
Ford were cited. Colonel Dyer stated that
it would be proved that from that time on
the defendsnt furnished information to

the ring here. The department was
thwarted in all eflorts to get an
investigation that would reveal tife

fraude. for the reason that all revenue
sgents sent here to examine affairs were
either bought up on their arrival,or advices
Lad been received here of their contempla-
ted viaits, and opportunity thus given dis-
tille{aw straighten up and show regular
work.

Colopel Dyer claimed that it wouald be
cleurly shown that Babcock not only had
full knowledge of the existence of the
frauds which were carried on, but that he
aided the conspirators in their work and
received money direetly from Joyce, who

corrected, but Mr. Kasson, of lowa, ob-
jected, remarking that the biil pluced the
whole creditor clsa of the coun'ry in the
power of the debtor class. The biil, there-
fore, goes to the Scoate with that imperfec-
tion in it.

The diplomatic appropriation questicn
was resumed, but vo uction was taken.

After ealogies on the late Mr. Ferry, the
House adjourned.

WASHINGTON.

A Confiscation Canse.

WasHINGTON, February 8.—In the So-
preme Court—Osborn et al. va. Upited
States.—This is a confiscation case. The
court holds that the effect of pardon is to
restore to ita recipient all rights of property
loet by the oflense pardoned, unlesa the
property has by judicial process been vested
ip other persons.

No Southern cases decided to-day.

Between Ncylla and Charybdis.

The adjourned meeting of the Democratic
congressional cavncus, which was to have
been held to-night, was to-day pongoned
till Thursday, owing to the sickness of Rep-
resentative Lamar, the chairman. It will
be recollected thatat the meeting a week
ago Repreeentative Landers introduced for
discussion his Houee bill to repeal the act
providing for the resumption of epecie
payments, and that Representative Paine
offered a8 a eubstitute bis House
il providing for the gradual resumption
of epecie psyments. These propositions
being antagonistic, some of the Democratic
members are desirous of avoiding a vote
upon them in caucus, not caring to commit
themselvea at present to any financial
policy.  They, therefore, predict that the

poeitions will not be directly voted upon,
g-rz': referred to the committee of consuita-
tion.

A Question Impertant to Rallroads.

A queation of considerable interest, eepe-
cially to railway companies, is being argoed
before the commissioner of internal reve-
pue upon the spplication of the Houston
and Texas Central Railway Company to be
allowed to reduce the profits which would
otherwise be taxable, by dedacting
therefrom @ discount allowed on
the eules of their gold bonds and
premiuws on the difference between
gold and silver. Another pointinvolved is
the taxation of the interest on the bonds,
atter said bonds fall due but have not been
paid by the company. From the collection
of this tax the company asks to be relieved.
The poeition beld the department has
been that in taxing the interest paid by the

railway company upon their bonds,
the u’l'id taxatioa may be continued
after the bonds fall due, and re-

main in the hands of the comgﬂn‘{. Upon
the question of profite, it is held by the
revenue office that this is shown by a de-
dnction of the legitimate expenses of the
road from the earnings, sand not
to any further extent. Under the head
of these expenses are held to be wages
paid to officers and employes, the
payments made on account of ma-
terial consumed, whatever is paid for in-
terest on its debt and for taxes, amounts
paid for negligence of the company whereby
persons recover damages, eto., but not to
the extent claimed by the Houston and
Texas Central Company as named above.
Further argument, however, will be heard
before a final decision is announced by the

¢

NEW YORH.

Arrest of a California Forger.

New York, February 7.—Perin H.
Somers, alleged to have committed forgeries
in California to the amount of $200,000, was
arrested in Brooklyn, and will be taken
home by California detectives.

Admiral Strisgham Dead,

Admiral Silas H. Stringham is dead, aged

seventy eight years.
Bankrupt.

The Sturtevant Manufacturin Comgu:{,

of Lebasoo, New York, is declared bank-

and back of all this, God had set his seal
and made of each “every inch & man,” men
of fine judgment snd fine speakers; and
were Louiciana as well represented by her

enm of $906. This table was under the
management of the following ladies, whose
pleasing manners and hospitable attentions
to visitors charmed all who met them: Mrs.
Ed. McMahon, Mra. John McCloud, Miss A.
Alexauder and Miss 8. J. Byrnes.

Rivers.

Daring the past week the Red river has
risen seven inches at Shreveport, The Mis-
slssippi bas fallen fourteen inches at Du-
buque and two feet six inches at Keokuk
snd St. Louis, but bas risen four feet six
inohes at Davenport, five feet six inches at
Catro, two feet six inches at Memphis and
Vicksburg and seven inches at New Or
leans; the water is now five feet above the
danger line at Cairo, and is within one foot
of this line at Memphis and Vicksburg, and
within three feet of it at New Orleans. The
Ohio has fallen seven feet at Pitteburg,
twelve at Cincinnati and eleven at Lonis-
ville, The Cumberland has fallen fourteen
feet at Nashville. The Savannah has risen

two fest ot Augusta.

P and D ts, she conld have
no cause for complaint.

AC

The intelligent compositor was last night

sefting up an article for the Sunday 7ribune

(contributed), when he came across the fol-
lowing passage:

“Elvira,” he cried in & paseionate voice,

positer Noa C

“Elvirs, dy with me!”
“Antonio," she sobbed, smiling through
her tears, I will. Blame me if 1don't”

At that moment a tall figure stepped be-
tween them, and the sullen voice of Hugo
de Grubbs was Leard:

“Avaunt, slight girl. And as for you.
base minion—"

The intelligent compoeitor had just got as
far a8 this when an illegitimate idea was
born to him, and with the remark, “The
howling ignoramus! Why, minion wasn't
invented until 1654, and this is & story of
the middle ages,” he changed the passage
= ‘k. i I:lzht 1. And f

‘‘Avaunt, s girl. Aond as for you,
base brevier—*’ >

The foreman shot him with a shooting
stick. The sad event has cast a gloom over
the community.—Chicage Tribune.

The New York World has loet its chief
supporters by opposing the comtemnial ex-
postion,

rapt.
Failed.

Dale Brothers, flannel and woolen deal-
ers, of this city and Boston, lhave failed.
Liabilities over $1,000,000. The aesets are
nominally twice that amount,

Fire In New York.

A fire broke out eaily this evening in
the block bounded by {irondw-y. Grand,
Crosby and Howard streets. At eight
o'clock, the flames had extended over the
entire block, but were umder control.
Continental Hotel, a large number of stores
and several tenement Lonses in the rear are
destroyed. 1t is thought that not more than
three or four buildings in the block will be
saved. No estimate of the loss can yet be
made, bat it will exceed $1,000,000,

The Most Destructive Fire for Years.

Fire broke out at balf-past eight o'clock
this evening at No. 125 Grand street, which
mved the most destructive for years. The

iled it to him. Babcock and Avery were
the two men at Washington who kept the
ring posted. even after the indictment of
General McDonald. Babeoek, it would be
Km\w]. wae in secret correspondence with
im. The evidence, Colonel Dyer said,
would, in a A i antial
but there would not be a link missing in
the chain.

FOREIGN.

The 0 of Parli

Loxpux, February 8 —The Queen opened
the new session of Parliament scon afrer
noos to-day, although she did not read the
speech in person. The weather was dull
and cold, but thousands of people lined the
streets through which the Queen and her
attendants passed. She did not go in state.
The Queen particularly requested that the
nsual ringing of Westminster Abbey and
St. Margaret's Church bells on her approsch
be omitted, in consequence of the illnees of
Lady Augusta Stanley.

Toe Princess of Wales, Duchess of Edin-
burg, Marchionees of Lorne and Princees
Beatrice accompanied the Queen. The
Queen having tiken the throme, and the
usnal formalitiea having been gone through
with, the Lord Chancellor the speech.

The Queen’s &peech.

My Lords and Gentlemen—It is with
much satisfaction that I agein resort to the
advice and assistence of my .Parliament.
My relations with all for-ign powers con-
tinue of a cordial character.

The insurrectionary movement which,
during the last six monthe, has been main-
tained in the Turkish provinces of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, and which the troops of
the Sultan bave ap to the present time been
unable to repress, has excited the attention
snd intereet of the European powers.
1 bave considered it my duty not to stand
aloof from the effortse now being made by
the allied, and friendly governments to
bring about the pacification of the dis-
turbed districts, and I have accordingly,
while respectiog the independ of the
Porte, joined in urging upon the Sultan the
expedi ncy of adopting such measures of ad-
ministrative reform as may remove all
reasonable canse ot discontent on the part
of lhi: Christian :lnbjeou‘.lnh Rjee

ave agreed 1o p ase, subject to
your eanction, the shares which belong to
the Khedive of Egypt in the Suez canal,
and Irely with confidence upon your ens-
bling me to complete the transaction, in
which the public interests are d&plf in-
volved. The representations which I ad.
dressed to the Chinese government as to the
attack made in the course of last year on an
expedition sent from Borm to the
western provinces of China have been re-
ceived in a friendly epirit. The circum-
stances of the lamentable outrage are now
the subject of inquiry, in which I bave
thought it right to request that a member
ot my diplomatic service shonld take part.
I await the resnlt of this inquiry in the
tirm conviction that it will be so conducted
as to lead to the diecovery and punishment
of the offenders.

The papers on the above subjeots will be
laid before you.

I sm deegl_y thankfal for the uminter-
rupted heaith which my dear son, the Prince
of Wales, has enjoyed during his journey
tkrough the Indies, and the { affec-
tion with which he has been received by
wy Indian subjecta of all clasees and races
assures me that they are bappy un
der my rule and loyal to my throne.

At the time that the direct government of
wy Indian empire was transferred to the
crown, no formal addition was made to the
style and titles of the sovereign. I have
deemed the present a fitting opmnnlty
for supplying this omiesion, and & upon
the subject will be presented to you.

The bumane and enlightened policy con-
sistently pursued by this country in puttio
an end to slavery within her own a .
encies, snd in the suppreesion of the slave
trade thronghout the world es it im-
portant that the action of British na-
tional ships in the territorial waters of
foreign states chould be in harmony
with the principles. I  have
therefore given directions for the iseue
of a royal commission to inquire into
all treaty engsgements and otber interna-
tional obligations bearing upon this subjeot,
and all instructions from time to time is-
sued to my naval officers, with a view to as-
certain whether any steps ought to be $aken
to secure for my ships and their command-
ers abroad greater power for the mainten-
anoe of the right of personal liberty. A bill
will be laid betore you for punishing slave
traders who are the subjects ot native In-
dian princes. : 3

The affairs of my colonial empire, the
general prosperity of which has continued
to advance, hava received a large share of
my attention. Papers of importance and
interest will soon be in your hands
showing the bproceeding with respeet
to the cooference of the South Af-
rican colonies and states. The murder
of a high official of the Btraits settlemente,
while acting in a neighboring Malay State,
and the disorders ensuningfon that outrage,

burned through the entire block bounded
by Grand, Howard, Broadway and Crosby
streets, altogether aboat thirty buildin
The total loss is estimated at §4,500,000.
Ogpe firm—Cashin, Co.,
Iace dealers—estimate their
$1,500,000. Five buildings, on B
vennuvﬁ%. Inhd all t.h:n Gn:kdo =
eept No. 120, where fire br: ou
firemen, David Clate, foreman, and John
o s L e
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Sime 1t was feared. the Beart of the sity

would burn. Grest crowds assembled on

have d ded the interference of mlyl
troops. I trust that the operations, whio

were energetically eonducted, though not
without the loss of some valuable lives,
have restored order and re-established the

proposed. Relative to the universities and

primary education your attention will be
called also 10 & measure for promoting
y and erticiency in the nt
of prieons, and at the same time effecting
tbe relief of local burdens. Other important
measures, as the time of the seasion per-
mits, will be introduced to your potice, and
I pray that your deliberations msy, under
the Divine biesting, reeult in the happiness
and contentment of my people.

. The Canal Stock.
1t is said the opposition intend to propose
a specific resoiution concerning the pur-
chase of the Suez canal shares; not as an
amendment to the address, but in a separ-
ate form, and a powerful oratorical onm-
sluught is expeeted to be made on the gov-
ernment for that transaction.
Censure.

The govarnment in the debate of the ad-
drees to-night will also be severely censared
by the opposition speakers for the fugitive
slave circulars of the Admiralty.

The Bible iIn Rome.
_ The Daily News' Rome speciai says tbe
inaugnral meeting of the British and For-
eign Bible Society was held at the Ameri-
ean Chorch in Via Condatte yesterday.
English, Scotch and American Protestants
participated.

Denth of Garlbaldi’s Friend.
Cuno, an old friend of Garibaldi, recently
died at Florence without receiving ex:reme
unction. The clergy consequently refased
to parform Christian burial services. Gari-
baldi therefore writes, advising cremation.

Railroad Pregross.
The Post's Berlin special says the Prus-
sian Cambinet bas decided to push the
transfer of Prussian stute railways to the
empire. It is hoped the scheme will be
ratitied before the close of the session.

Levison’s Expulsen.
The Times' Berlin special says: Dr. Levi-
gon, an eminent Prussian journalist sod
the Vienna correspendent of several
German newspapers, notwithstanding the
intercession of the German smbassador
and despite Dr. Levison's well known
moderation, has been expelied from Austria,
charged with disseminatiog intelligence un-
favorable to the realm.

In a letter to Prince Auersperg, the Aus-
trian Prime Miniater, the doctor charges
the qremior with ordering his expulsion
merely to prove his indifference to the opin-
ion of those persons at Berlin who bave
been endeavoring to keep Prince Auersperg
in office, reference being to an article in the
semi-officiat Provincial Correspondence al-
ready sent by cable, in which apprehen-
sions are stated to be felt of a serious es-
trangement between Germany and Austria.

Falled.

The failure of J. & G. Henderson & Co.,
grain merchante, Liverpool, is reported.
Arzets £250,000,

A Battle in Progress.
The Carlist committee has publiched dis-
atches from Hendaye saying a great battle
gan Saturday. The battle waas still pro-
rersing when the bearer left the field. Tae
>arlist losses were inconsiderable. They
held all their positions, the troops showing
great contidence and enthusi
The Coming Wedding.

The Weekly World reiterates the state-
ment of the coming marriage af the Prin-
cess Beatrice with Prince Louisof Batten-
berg, and denies the story of the £10.000
gift trom the Marquis of Ripon to the Pope.

Proceediogs Iin Parliament.

Soon after reading tae Queen's epeech Sir
Stafford Northcote, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, announced a resolution for next
Monday to cover the purchase of the Khe-
dive's Saez canal shares.

Right Hon. G. J. Goschen gave notice
that be will ask Right Hon. George Ward
Hunt, the First Lord of the Admiraity, cn

Thursday next, when he intends to submis
the papers relative to the loss of the Vao-
guard.

Plimsell nnd His Shipping Bill.

Mr. Sawvel Plimsoll wilt to-morrow iz-
troduce an smended shipping bill.

The government has given notice of the
marine insurance and the merchant sbip-
plag bills for Thursday.

he debate on the address in answer to
the Queen's speech bas opened. Tkre at-
tendance is very full,
The German Sentiment.

A special dispatch from Berlin, to tLe
Daily News, says the report that Germany
has aeclined to make any representatious
to Spain in regard to Cuba is incorrect.
The German government has not answered
the communication of the Uunited States,
which did not require or invite an answer,
but there is every reason to believe tbat
Germany is not unwilling to impress upon
Spain the justice of American complainta,
and the advisability of making some re-
drees.

Roumanin and the Porte.

The Kelet Nesse, a journal of Pesth, pub-
lishes the following: The Sublime Porte, on
account of its financial difficulties, recently
re(tueateg‘l Roumania to pl{{bcr cudtomary
tribute in advance. Toe Roumanian gov-
ernment has sent & note in reply, declaring
that the treaties stipulate that the tribute
is payable only in return for the obligation
assomed by Turkey to defend Roumania
from foreign invasion.

The Porte hae, however, shown iteelf in-
capable of quelling a looal insurrection.
The Roumantan government is convinced it
can no longer depend upon the assistance
of Turkey in case of war; therefore the
obligation to pay tribute is at an end. Rou-
mania, moreover, complains that the Porze
has concentrated trcops at Aiden and
sent ships up the Danube under
the false pretext that the threatening
attitude of Servia rendered rendered such
measures necessary. Roumania is conse-
quently compelled to take measures to pro-
tect her frontiers. The note concludes with
the declaration that Roumanis, as an inde-
pendent state, wiill resist every attemp: to
occupy her territory or march foreign troops
through it.

Milttary Movements In Spain.

MAbprip, February 7.—Oflicial dispatches
announce General Quesada has driven the

arlists from Absdino, near Durango, afier
& sharp engagement.

Seventy more Carliats have submitted in
Navarre.

General Quesada bolds every avenue into
Olavs and Biscay. Don Carlos is at Toloso
with a large force of artillery and twenty
battalione, facing General Moriones. Bad
weather prevents advance.

_The royalists have now complete posses-
sion of Biscay and Alva. .
The Herzegovinaws Unite Forces.

CatTaRO, Fevruary 8.—Poko and Socica,
Herzegovinan leaders, have joined forces.
Socica will probably be commander-in -
chief.

Turkish War Vessels Under Surveillance,

Racrsa, February 8. — Al Pasba is short-
ly expected here.

The Tarkish men-of-war off Kleck pro-
test pgainst the supervision of their boats
by the Austrian men-of-war in the harbor.

It is reported the Avstrian squadron has
been ordered to Kleck.

Appropriatien tor the Army.

BuckAresr. February 8 —The chamber
voted 4,000,000 piastres for the equipment
of the army. Dauring the debate the Min-
ister of War repeated the assurance that
tbal government policy waa pacitic and nea-
tral.

MEXICO.

The Revolution in Mexico,

HAvANa, February 7.—The steamer Cit
of Mexico, from Vera Cruz, brings the fol.
lo:ll:guhotn M?ico. February 1:
estoes have appeared, signed b,
Generals Diaz and Gnel:n at Gungn:jnm’.
Their purpose is to begin a revolution, with
the ultimate object of defeating Lerdo de
Tejads, and ‘_l:eing Porfiro D d.llpouind the
A W persons are to

y the authenticity of the documen
and fear of a revolution is 'l'lu“f
s (newspaper) comments om
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