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THE STATE HOUSE.

Senate.
The Finance Committee reported unfavor

ably on the premium bond bill, and the re
port was acoepted without debate.

Mr. Stamps made a motion to take up the 
Pacific railroad bill section by section, and 
on some objection being raised, the roll was 
called on it. There was a little filibuster
ing, intending toprev.nt its being read, 
but Mr. Stamps was equal to the emergency 
and insisted on hearing the document read. 
He said he held a printed bill, but felt cer
tain that it was not an exaot copy of that 
on the Secretary’s desk. He stated that he 
would not object to proper railroad con
struction. but desired to know exactly what 
he was voting on.

Mr. White said that he had been informed 
that printed bills had been placed on mem
bers’ desks, and that a sergeant-at arms had 
unaccountably taken them away.

Mr. Detiege asserted that he was certain 
that the bill had not been placed on his 
desk, as be had been in the Senate Cham
ber ever since tin o’clock.

Mr. Wharton was positive that the printed 
bills had been placed cn the desks.

Mr. Alexander said that he had found one 
on his desk and read it through.

Mr Dumont asked Mr. Alexander how 
he stood on the bill—for or against it.

Mr. Alexander declared himself in favor 
of it, whereupon Mr. Dumont expressed 
himself as not in the least surprised on 
hearing that the document was on a favor
able Senator’s desk.

Messrs. Cage and Detiege said they were 
m favor of railroads, but they must hear 
the bill section by sec don.

Mr. Allain said that ho had not heard a 
single objection to the bill, but had heard 
considerable quibbling; he asked for all ob
jections to be explained.

Mr. Weber—It is unusual for legislative 
bodies to enact or pass bills of any nature 
or kind unless they be read. I am called 
on to vote tor or against this bill, and I am 
debarred of the right to know its features. 
Although in favor of railroads, I shall be 
compelled to vote against the bill; first, 
because I do not know what the bill is; 
second, because it iB not the bill that the 
original inoorporators of the Pacific Rail
way Company want; third, because the 
bill has been changed by the committee so 
as to make the road run from Mansfield to 
Shreveport, and from Shreveport to Mar
shal, a distance of seventy-five miles, while 
iu the original bill the incorporators ot the 
Pacific Railway Company, and those imme
diately interested, demanded that their 
road shonld run in a direct line from Mans
field to Marshal, Texas, a distance of only 
forty miles. I am of opinion that the road 
run from Mansfield to Marshal would cost 
less money to be built—would give the 
country and its people quicker transit and 
cheaper rates. For these reasons I vote 
nay.

Mr. Blackbnrn said that he did not like 
eo much talking; there was too much 
qnarreiiog and too little fighting.

Mr. Stamps insisted on the bill being 
read section by section, and declared his 
determination to stand by bis reasonable 
request, and he gained his point.

Mr. Blunt was opposed to one portion ot 
the bill, becanse it did not let the track 
pass through Natchitoches.

On a vote the bill finally passed.
H ouse.

The resolution giving the mileage and 
per diem of the late E L. Pierson to his 
family passed without debate. Mr. Kidd 
presented his report from the conference 
committee. Mr. Meredith introduced an 
appropriation bill for the mileage, per diem, 
contingent expenses, eto., ot the General 
Assembly, and Mr. Matthews a general ap
propriation bill, whioh went to the Ways 
and Means Committee. The Senate bill 
proposing to Congress that the money to be 
appropriated to refund the cotton tax be 
applied to the levees was referred to the 
Committee on Lands and Levees. Other 
matters were called up, bnt are set lorth 
fully in the journal, nothing cansing discus
sion except the bill relative to the blockade 
of the second ward of New Orleans by the 
railroad depots.

Mr. Hammond, in advocating the bill, 
called tbe attention of the House to the fact 
that the whole front of the second ward, 
with the exception of Julia street, its lower 
boundary was bo blockaded as to absolutely 
shut off the access of the residents to the 
river. He urg-d the Honse to pass it not
withstanding the unfavorable report of tbe 
Judiciary Committee. He yielded to Mr. 
Booth.

Mr. B ioth said the condition of things in 
that ward was such that it might be said 
tbe people had lost the right of eminent 
domain. They cer'ainlv had the natural 
right of acoess to every water oonrse in the 
Uuited States, tint by the evil this bill was 
intended to remedy, they could not reach 
the Mississippi river. They should have 
immediate access to tbe highways of travel. 
It was useless for them to go to the courts 
as tbe law is at present. Here was a broad 
street (St. Joseph) intended when created 
as a highway from the New basin to the 
river cut off from connection with the 
latter. In the faoe of this intention 
a railroad company had blockaded it, 
and property there was depreciated fifty 
per oent. The Mayor of the city has al
ways done his best. It was an imposter in 
the streets, and commerce was at its mercy. 
A few years since a small street was block
aded by a building of a cbaiituble institu
tion which was highly esteemed. The 
street seemed small and unnecessary, but 
“it was a street,’’ and it was restored be- 
cau e the publio had made it and insisted 
on it. Tne public is not made for the court, 
but the court lor tbe public. This bill gives 
preference to cases of this kind, and that is 
a right to which the people are entitled. 
Mr. Booth concluded by an appeal to the 
House to nacs tbe bill and then let tbe 
courts decide.

Mr. Hahn said he had noticed this rail
road had been considered a nuisance. One 
thing to be considered was that trains on 
railroads in tbe city stopped on crossing 
streets This bill will prevent that. It is 
not a proper bill. He wonld do his utmost 
to give justice to the people of this section, 
but this bill would not do it. Its title was 
defective. Besides, its effect will be to 
abolish all charters ot railroads coming into 
Orleans. Where shall a train stop if not on 
•  street at a crossing! In a honse? This

bill makes it an offense to be punished by 
fine to stop anywhere. Under this bill, the 
Mobile trains must stop at Pearl river, and 
those of the Jackson road up at Carrollton. 
Besides that, here is a man who owns a 
railroad, who has been the greatest phil
anthropist, who has founded and endowed 
more publio charities and universities than 
any fifty citizens Louisiana ever knew, 
whom this bill will strike down. He is the 
illustrious Charles Morgan, and only the 
other day this Legislature honored him by 
changing the name of a little city for his 
benefit. Now it is proposed to tear all this 
np. It is cruelty indeed; it is striking him 
in the |honse of his friends. The bill has 
many -defects. It gives these railroad cases 
preferences. What equity is there in this? 
Cases of coatest for office should have 
preference, because they are of publio in
terest, but mere actions of contract are not.

Mr. Wiitz spoke in favor of the bill, and 
urged its passage as one of the most impor
tant to New Orleans that had been present
ed. As Mr. Hammond had stated, the 
streets were blockaded. Both Democratic 
and Republican Mayors had endeavored for 
the third, fourth and even the filth time to 
remove the obstructions, and tailed. The 
bill had been up before, and was well 
drawn.

Mr. Dnpre said he was the only member 
of the Judiciary Comittee who was not a 
lawyer. He had naturally deferred to the 
legal opinion of his colleagues that the bill 
was defective. But since he had heard the 
discussion he was satisfied relief shonld be 
given to remedy this peculiar oppression. 
For example, Morgan’s railroad was on 
Delta street and he had raised his track 
two feet above the street, and although re
quired by law, had never seen fit to raise 
the rest of the street to that level. He had, 
in discussing another question, referred to 
the fact that large monopolies could easily 
crush small enterprises. This subject 
seemed to him analogous. He was satis
fied legislation was necessary to remedy 
the evil and proposed to vote for the bill.

The bill finally went to the Committee on 
City Affairs, on Mr. Hammond's suggestion, 
Mr. Hahn agreeing.

AMUSEMENTS.

Victoria Woodhull
The subject of the lecture of Victoria C. 

Woodhull, on Sunday night, at St. Patrick’s 
Hall, will oe “The Human Body, the Tem
ple of God," which subject she has handled 
with such great ability as to excite the 
plaudits of the country. The following ex
tracts will be found pertinent to the sub
ject:

The Inquirer, Cincinnati, November 7, 
1875, said:

Cincinnati enjoyed a novelty last evening 
at Robinson’s Opera House. Victoria C. 
Woodhull, the most generally known wo
man in America, appeared upon the stage 
of a lecture hall, and for two hours talked 
to ‘2000 people upon some subjects that 
men lack the mural courage to face pub
licly.

The Opera House was crowded long be
fore tbe cirtaiu rose at eight o’clock. Every 
available seat tonnd an occupant early, and 
the late comer's were forced either to stand 
or find seats in chairs brought in, or, more 
unforruuate still, to stand. And the charac
ter of the audience was good—away above 
the average collections which usually fill 
our theatres during the run of a popular 
drama. The major part of it were men in 
tbe middle and maturer periods of life—men 
who came with an expectation that they 
were to hear something uttered by this won
derful woman which wonld furnish them 
with food for thought through many a day. 
They were not disappointed. One-fourth 
of the people in the house were ladies ot the 
best families, too; ladies who were not too 
cowardly to come out to a publio place and 
listen to‘a lecture which in their hearts they 
long since had a desire to bear. We ven-' 
tnre to say that they went away well pleased 
with themselves at having had the “grit" 
to go.

The lecturer did not lose any time in 
nseless courtesies or superfluous smiles. 
She advanced directlv to the footlights and 
opened her mouth. From that instant till 
ten o’clock she kept up a constant flow of 
words. Her manner through it all was 
easy, her gestures graceful, her voice strong, 
her articulation perfect, and the expression 
of her face sometimes, when she got warm
ed up to her subject, grew almost spiritual.

In this style ot argument, improving as 
sbe went, and culminating in a grand cli
max of thought, the lecturer proceeded for 
two hours. Much of what she said was 
wildly applauded, and not a person left the 
ball until she hud bowed herself from the 
stage at the close of the lecture.

Impeachment In Mississippi.
On Tuesday, the Honse of Rr.-presenta- 

tives in Mississippi, by a vote ot 89 to 9, pre
ferred articles of impeachment against 
Lieutenant Governor A. K. Davis, for hav
ing received a bribe for the pardon of one 
Barrentine, while acting Governor. The 
articles were presented in the Senate Wed
nesday, and rules of procedure adopted for 
the trial.

On Wednesday in the House, the report 
of the majority of the investigating com
mittee, recommending tbe impeachment of 
Superintendent of Education T. W. Car
doza, on ten different eonnts, was passed 
by a vote of 101 to 4, and a committee ap
pointed to prepare articles.

Illness o f  Judge H aw kins.
To the great regret ot suitors, and the at

torneys representing them in the Superior 
District Conrt, the serious illness of Judge 
Hawkins has prevented the trial of any 
case. Judge Lynoh has opened and closed 
court each day, but of conrse can not be 
expected to preside during the uenal hours, 
while his own conrt claims his attention. 
All cases have therefore been continued, 
with preference.

Although Judge Hawkins’ sickness is con
sidered serious, still there is no ground for 
apprehension, and it is hoped he will soon 
appear in his aocustomed seat.

Menalor Brnco and Senator W est,
The following dispatch from Senator 

Pinc’nback will serve to allay the appre
hensions of some ot onr readers who have 
paid attention to dispatches from Washing
ton indicating the existence of an nnpleas- 
ant feeling between Senators Bruoe and 
West:

Washington, February 17, 1876.
Reports that Senator Bruce attaeked Sen

ator West, and charged him with treachery 
to me, are untrue.

P. B S. PINCHBACK.

The Temperature.

The thermometer at Louis Frigero’s, No. 
50 Chartres street, stood as follows Feb
ruary 17; At 8 A. M., 53°; at 2 P. M., 59°; at 
6 P. M.t 56°. Lowest point daring the night 
of February 16, 49°.

Knights Templar Parade aad Ball.
The Sir Knights of Indivisible Friends, 

Jacquo de Molay and Orleans Command- 
eries have been directed to assemble at 
Masonic Hall this morning at nine o'clock, 
to parade as escort for the officers of the 
Grand Commandery, which body opens tbe 
session of its annual conclave to-day, Sir 
Knight Joseph H. De Grange, grand com
mander of the Grand Commandery of Lou
isiana, presiding. The grand officers will 
be escorted from the St. James Hotel by a 
route down Magazine street to the north 
side ot Canal, out Canal to Rampart, to 
south side of Canal, to Camp, np Camp to 
Delord, to St. Charles, to Poydras, to 
Carondelet, to Common, to St. Charles, and 
np St. Charles to Masonic Hall.

In the evening, a grand reception and 
ball will be given at St. Patrick’s Hall. A 
long programme of dances has been ar
ranged, and the promenade musio will be 
performed by the band ot the Thirteenth 
Infantry. The grand officers, for whom the 
reception is held, will appear at ten o’clock 
in the evening, and immediately thereafter 
the Sir Kn'ghts will drill and perform the 
several evolutions of parade anl fancy 
drilling peouliar to the knightly order. 
With ample space in the large hall, and a 
full turn out of the Knights in showy uni
forms, the occasion will be one of interest 
to all who may be fortqpate enough to ob
tain invitations to the entertainment.

Masonic.
The sixty-fourth annual grand communi

cation of the Most Worthy Grand Lodge of 
the State of Louisiana, Free and Accepted 
Masons, comiuenoed in this city Monday at 
Masonic Hall. It was attended by a large 
number of delegates bailing from at least a 
hundred different subordinate lodges. 
Rontine business and election occupied the 
sess'on yesterday. The following named 
officers were all re-elected for the ensuing 
year;

John G. Fleming, of New Orleans, most 
worthy grand master; William R. Whit
aker, of New Orleans, senior grand warden; 
Julias Lisso, of Coushatta, junior grand 
warden; A. W. Hyatt, of New Oneans, 
grand treasurer; J. C. Batchelor, of New 
Orleans, grand secretary.

The twenty-first assembly of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of the 
State of Louisiana also occurred yesterday, 
when were elected C. B. Wheeler, most 
puissant grand master; Claudius Mayo, 
thrice illustrious grand master; Andrew 
Hero, Jr., principal conductor of work, with 
bther officers, aud duly installed by Past 
Illustrious Companion S. M. Todd.

Peaoe and harmony prevailed at the 
meetings of the grand bodies, and general 
prosperity of subordinate lodges and chap
ters was reported.

The Ferdinand Dndenhefer Case,
Eleven of the jniors in the case of the 

United States vs. Ferdinand Dudenhefer, 
charged with embezzlement from the Ger 
mania National Bank, received from Judge 
Woods a‘reprimand yesterday which they 
will no doubt remember to their dying day. 
As Judge Woods’ remarks are presented in 
full below, it is needless to call attention 
to any of the facts presented in the case. 
It might be noticed, though, that an emi
nent lawyer said that the verdiot in that 
case left the money of any depositor at the 
mercy ot any bank official who could lay 
his hands on it.

Yesterday morning all bnt one of the 
jury were called before the bar, and Jndge 
Woods read the following:

The verdiot rendered by yon yesterday 
in the case of the United States vs. Ferdi
nand Dudenhefer was eo extraordinary 
that I can not let it pass unnoticed. In all 
my experience in courts of justice, running 
over a period ot over twenty years, I have 
never known a verdiot rendered so utterly 
in defiance of tbe law and the evidence.

1 am satisfied that it is impossible to ad
minister the law and to dispense justice 
even banded with a jury capable of render
ing such a verdiot. I therefore order that 
you be discharged from any further attend
ance as jurors in this court.

Court Items.

The Garvey and Earle case has been fixed 
again tor trial on the twenty-fourth iDstant. 
This will be the fifth trial. The first trial 
ended with an unqualified verdict of gnilty; 
the second with a qualified verdict; the 
third and fourth in a mistrial. At the last 
trial, abont two months ago, eleven jurors 
stood lor an unqualified verdict of guilty, 
while one held out for an acquittal.

The case of Joaquim Floren'zo, who on 
the seventeenth ultimo murdered his wife 
Marie Louisa at No. 133 Bourbon street, 
was fixed for trial yesterday, and was con
tinued until Monday next.

Appointments.
Governor Kellogg yesterday appointed, 

and the Senate confirmed, Colonel Frank 
Powers and A. J. Reynolds, Esq., adminis
trators of the Jackson Insane Asylum in 
East Feliciana.

Another Democratic Clerk.
A Washington spacial to the Chicago 

Inter Ocean says:
Martin I. Townsend, of New York, de

clines to aot on the House Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions as long as tbe 
present'clerk is employed by that commit
tee. A few days ago Mr. Townsend went 
to the room of that committee with some 
lady friends to show tbem tbe view ot the 
Potoinao from the windows, when the clerk, 
who is the correspondent of a prominent 
Demorcatic paper, ordered him out. 
Townsend, who is an old man, protested 
that he had as much right there as the 
clerk for whose appointment he had voted. 
The reply of the clerk was: “Yon may come 
here win n the committee is in session, but 
not at any other time Yon are a damned 
old rascal." Mr. Townsend reported tbe 
matter to the committee this morning, and 
declined to aot while the man iB retained 
hr clerk. The cause of the insult was Mr. 
Townsend’s speech on amnesty. Ii some 
action is not taken by the committee Mr. 
Townsend wilt report tbe matter to the 
Honse. The clerk was formerly in the em
ploy of the S;ate Department of the South
ern Confederacy.

Explosion o f the K eely Motor.

A Philadelphia dispatch says;
Tbe Keely motor proved that it was some

thing more than a myth by producing an 
explosion on Friday evening in the bnild- 
ing on Twentieth street, above Master, put 
up last summer for conducting experiments 
with the “new force.” The large cylindrical 
iron receptacle to whioh the power is trans
mitted after its generation in the “multipli- 
cator" burst with a loud report and knocked 
a hole through the brick wall of the build
ing. Nobody was hurt, but the residents 
ot the neighborhood are excited and anx- 
ions to have Mr. Keely go somewhere else 
with his machine.

A Plea for Fnlr Play.
The following letter appears in the New 

York Herald, of tbe fourteenth instant:
W ashington, February 12, 1876.

To the Editor of the Herald:
Appreciating the value of yonr great 

jourual as a medium of information to the 
people, and believing it to be your policy to 
do justice to all, of whatever race, color or 
political faith, 1 ask the use of your columns 
to submit a frank criticism upon the late 
personal attack upon me and a legitimate 
characterization of the policy illustrated by 
it. I shall do this with the plainness of 
speech demanded and justified by the rights 
involved, and yet with the moderation in
spired by the lull appreciation on my part 
that such is ths public sentiment of the 
country that language emanating from a 
wliiie man which would be considered ap 
propriate and tuanly when uttered by me, 
one of a proscribed race, would be deemed 
impertinent aud turbulent.

For some time I have been fully aware 
that efforts have been industriously made 
to prejudice my senatorial claim by insinua
tions or declarations intended to impress 
tbe country, and especially Senators, that I 
was personally a corrupt and dishonorable 
man; but these efforts of defamation were 
secret and ii responsible, and I was brave 
enough to endure tbe cowardly assaults in 
silence, believing that my general good de
portment and tbe patient endurance ex
hibited all through this sore trial would be 
a sufficient protection against these machin
ations of my enemies. Bnt when a Senator 
of the United States rises in his place and 
declares: “I have heard it stated, on what 
1 regard as pretty good authority, that at 
that time he was in the Penitentiary or 
workhonse of Louisiana for the crime of 
burglary," longer silence on my part wonld 
be inexcusable. Tbe imputation that I was 
arrested tor any other cause than that ot a 
personal rencontre is utterly false, as ap
pears from the papers submitted by Senator 
Morton to the Senate, and which can be 
corroborated by living witnesses. And I 
confess to both surprise and indigna
tion that at this stage of my contest, 
and before the Senate had acquired the 
jurisdiction to justify an inquisition into the 
matter of my qualifications for a seat in tbe 
Senate, any Senator should gratuitously 
and without evidence attempt to cast so 
damning a stain upon my name. If the ob
ject had been to acquire the information 
necessary to intelligent action upon the 
case before the Senate, such information 
could have been obtained without doing me 
and my children this needless wrong. If the 
purpose was to secure political strength for 
the Democratic party by my defeat, the 
same end could have been accomplished by 
first deciding the Drirna facie case, and sub
sequently instituting inquiries relative to 
my qualifications. But upon mere rumor 
or authority so questionable, and that, too, 
when I was not in a position to defend my
self, to make this imputation upon me was 
a wrong and an insult to the people aud 
State I represent. Under lire circum
stances that characterized this attack I am 
constrained to the conclusion that the Sena
tor either was forgettnl of the courtesies 
and equities of his high position, or too 
prejudiced to make a manly fight against a 
political foe; and if unfriendly rumors are 
to be accepted as a sufficient basis for reck
less and damaging assaults upon personal 
character, he is not in a position to cast the 
tiist stone.

During the existence ot slavery personal 
collisions sometimes occured between the 
white men and the colored. These whites 
were not considered the representatives of 
the true Southern gentleman, but still they 
sometimes exhibited manly (airless iu tbeir 
contests. Tbe white combatant, when a 
true man and forcing a fight upon bis 
legally disabled and embarrassed colored 
opponent, would invite the contest by off r- 
ing to relieve tbe colored mau of his disabil
ities. In words that have become a proverb 
he would offer Lis oolsred opponent “a 
whi'e man's chance.” In this centennial 
year, when the foot of no slave treads tbe 
soil ot the republic, I claim as a right what 
was formerly sometimes conceded as a 
favor, “a white man’s chance."

I represent on my mother’s side a race 
which entered upon tbeir political career 
and came into political power in tbe South 
with a charity toward their white feilow- 
citiz ns bioad euough to cover tbe wrongs 
of more than two centuries, and they were 
entitled to patient and generous considera
tion. Instead of receiving this, however, 
they have been met upon tbe threshold of 
tbeir new life with a profound doubt of 
their capacity, and been followed with un
generous suspicions and proscriptions 
through every stage of tbeir well «arned 
progress. Further, finding ns in onr initial 
effoits embarrassed by the political inexpe
rience incident to and superinduced by the 
enforor d bondage and ignorance that they 
had imposed upon ns and sought to perpet
uate, the ungenerous whiteB point to these 
disabilities, which are evidence of their in
justice to us, and plead them as a bar to the 
exercise of our constitutional rights and as 
a justification lor our continued proscrip
tion.

Notwithstanding the uncharitable judg
ments and unfriendly temper referred to 
the colored voters do n >t favor a color line 
in politics or a political organization on the 
basis of race. They entertain kindly feel
ings for their white fellow citizens and are 
anxious to vote on all questions bt fore the 
country on their merits. They fully appre
ciate tbe evils that result to them and the 
community from the political complications 
in tbe South, and they recognize the im
perative need of co-operation between the 
races in order to settle our divisions or to 
secure good local government; and when
ever proscription against them as a race 
shall cease, so far as to permit independent 
political action by them, with the same 
security to life and person as is enjoyed by 
other citizens, they will be found wiibng to 
smk all race or minor considerations '.o ac
complish these desirable ends.

Thrown into pul Ho life in a revolution
ary period and in a community still suffer
ing tbe demoralizing effects of a great civil 
suite, with her social, industrial and polit
ical conditions unsettled and undetermined, 
it is not singular that in looking back over 
my life I should find occasion tor regret in 
some instances, and of correction and im
provement in others. Robbed of a com
petency in my youth by my father’s kin
dred, half educated and poor, with the 
disabilities of a proscribed race attaching 
to and embarrassing me at every step, I 
have won in honorable endeavor every suc
cess I have enjoyed, and every post of 
honor I have held; and, referring to my 
humble origin without shame, I point to a 
record of which any American might be 
justly proud.

Inviting fair oriticism of my political life, 
I affirm there is nothing in my antecedents 
or I he manner of my election to make my 
ca-e exceptional, or that justifies a depart
ure from the established precedents of the 
Senate in the consideration thereof, or that 
forbids the extension to me of the courte 
sics usual in the decision of such cases. 
Appealing for support aud a righteous judg
ment in the premises to the great nation 
whose justice and charity fouud appropri
ate express.on iu our political elevation, I 
invoke their indignation to rebuke the men 
who seek and use every opportunity to put 
in question our integrity and to imperil our 
political rights. Respectfully.

P. B S. PINCHBACK

A Georgia orator says in a bnret of en
thusiasm: “I am glad that this yere day 
have arrived. Now I see the lost cause 
a pickin’ up. There’s Ben Cooper, who led 
our boys gallantly agin the beet-feed Yanks 
at Gettysburg; where now is he? Why, 
he’s nowhere more or less than occupying 
the place of a Yankee soldier at the capital 
of this yere nation. It’s a long time com
ing but I tell yon, it’s got to come. Tbe 
South must rule these yere United States!" 
And when they took np the oolleetion, the 
amount bore evidence of w  appreciative 
audience.

AN UNFORTUNATE SET OF MEN.

Who Would be a United States Sena
tor?—Persecuted by Office-Hunters.

When the doors of the Senate were dosed 
on Thursday in executive business a lively 
and interesting discussion, which was en
tirely unanticipated, sprung np.

Mr. Hamlin, who has been in the Senate, 
on and off, for a fall generation, is a great 
stickler for traditionary customs. He com
plained that a custom was growing np by 
which nnprivfledged persons were con
stantly gaining access to the floor of the 
Senate, crowdiug tbe sofas and chairs and 
the retiring rooms, and interfering with the 
comfort of Senators, UDtil, he said, “we are 
getting as bad as that mob at the other end 
of tbe Capitol.” He lectured the youthful 
President pro tem., Mr. Ferry, very severe
ly, and said he was responsible in admit
ting people on the floor who had no right 
there; that be should not be assuming pre
rogatives which did not attach to him.

Mr. Ferry demurely responded that ho 
had only followed the precedent set him by 
former occupants of the chair.

Other Senators followed, and said they 
were persecuted to the verge of distraction 
by bummers and office hunters, male aDd 
female; that many of these people pursued 
tbem even into the Senate Chamber, aDd if 
they desired to put their noses outside they 
were surrounded and badgered so that they 
did not know where to tarn.

Mr. Conkling said that recently he had 
taken account one day ot the number ot 
cards brought to him. and had ascertained 
that if he responded it would have given 
him just about five minutes of the whole 
day’s session.

General Ransom, whose seat is near one 
of the doors, said that he was made a mes
senger of; that men and women poked tbeir 
heads in at the door and asked him to call 
this or that Senator.

Mr. Conkling referred to the fact that tbe 
late Senator Sumner made it an imperative 
rule to refuse to see visitors while he was 
engaged in official duties. When a card 
was brought to him, no matter whose name 
was on it, his invariable reply was, “tell 
bim (or her) the Senate is in session."

Senator Caiucron remarked that he was 
much lees annoyed by the, visitors and cards 
than he was by the blatherskite speeches 
of Senators.

Finally, on motion of Mr. Merrimon, the 
Committee on Rules were instructed to 
prepare a rule which will prohibit the an
noyance to Senators occasioned by the 
sending of visiting cards whiie the Senate 
is in session. The reception room of the 
Senate is crowded during the whole day 
with persons waiting to interview Senators, 
most of them after place, and the persist
ence whioh they show, especially the 
females, would scarcely be credited by 
lho;e who are not eye-witnesses.

Mr. Plnchback’s Letter.

The following is from an editorial in the 
New York Herald ot the fourteenth:

We willingly ailow Mr. Pinetbaek to be 
beard in our coiuiuds in defense of bis per
sonal character, which, we believe, has been 
unjustly assailed on tbe floor of the Senate.
If the accusations to which he replies were 
true, it would be proper for any Senator 
who had evidence to prove them to offer 
that evidence for the consideration of the 
Senate, and for that body to exclude him 
on those charges, without regard to the reg
ularity of his election, if they should be 
substantiated. But no proof has been of
fered, and the accusations are improbable 
on their face. Nearly three years have passed 
since Mr. Pincbback appeared in Washing
ton with Governor Kellogg’s certificate of 
bis election as a Senator, and his opponents 
have refrained from no assault on his 
character which had any color of probabil
ity. If he had ever been oonvieted and 
sentenced in Louisiana for burglary the 
records of some court and tbe register ot 
the penitentiary would show it, and the 
fact could not have been concealed for so 
long a period. If it were trne authentic 
evidence would long ago have been in pos
session of some hostile Senator. No Senator 
has a right, at this late day, to cast such iL- 
tamous aspersions on Mr. Pinchb-ick’s char
acter .without the most incontrovertible 
proofs. In the total absence of supporting 
evidence we regarddhem as a wanton and 
inexcusable libel, and think it a simple act 
ot justice to print Mr. Pinohback’s letter in 
detease of his good name.

We have always regretted the defama
tory scoffs of the'Democratic press against 
Mr. Finchback, founded on bis race and 
his former pursuits. A citizen of African 
decent has as perfect a right to hold the 
office of Senator as any white native or 
white na'uralized citizen. To be sure, Mr. 
Pinchback was once a barber, as Henry 
Wilson was once a cobbler and Andrew 
Johnson was once a tailor; bnt it is the 
peculiar boast of our democratic institnti- 
tions that they open the highest career to 
the humblest individual, if he has sufficient 
capacity and energy to snrmount the dis
advantages of his youth. Sneers at the 
former occupation of Mr. Pinchback are 
more illiberal than they would be in the 
ca«e of white citizens, because almost every 
desirable occupation has been closed by 
public prejudice against colored men. 
Flings aga:nst Mr. Pinohbaok because be is 
a mulatto and was once a barber are un 
generous and despicable.

Demand for Confederate Stamps.
The editor of a Tennessee paper, who was 

a Confederate postmaster during the war, 
has recently had calls for Confederate post
age stamps, and being unable to supply 
them, makes the following explanation:

A few days before the federal authorities 
took Dossfession of Knoxville we carefully 
boxed our postoffice effects, including a 
large number of these stamps, and sent 
tbem to the care of the postmaster at Dal
ton, Georgia, and that was the last of them. 
The box contained some $1500 worth of 
Uuited States stamps into the bargain. The 
Confederate stamp we used was a private 
one, and we used two kinds, a five and a ten 
cent one, and of two colors, red aud bine. 
We had the die manufactured in Nashville, 
at a cost of abont $40. The reason why 
we nsed this private stamp was that the 
Confederate Postoffice Department was so 
crowded with applicants for stamps that it 
oonld not meet the demands, and therefore 
we got up the stamp in question for the 
sake of convenience. Hundreds, perhaps 
thousands of them were eoL), not only to 
the army iu our vicinity and to our imme
diate citizens, but to postmasters fr< m Bris
tol to Chattanooga. We would be glad to 
have a fine lot of them on hand now, as we 
could do what we tailed to do raring tbe 
war—make some money out of the defunct 
Confederacy. They would command a 
large premium. _

Protestantism in M exico.
Our worihy colleague the Iberia, com

ments upon an extract in the Two liepub- 
itca.fi Oman Amerioan paper, in reference 
to ihe attack on the Protestant Church in 
Acapulco. It was stated that siuce the out
break there, tbe Protestants had increased 
in Acapuloo to 100 members, and that. they 
numbered in the vicinity 495. The Iberia 
observes that this is a very small result 
$oncidering the amount of Amerioan 
Methodist money expended tor the purpose. 
We will lere remind our colleague of his 
misapprehension on the subject. Tne Pro
testant Cuurcb in Acapulco is not main
tained out of the “American Mlh.dist 
money.” and hence there can be no com
parison upon the subject.

It 0ur colleague means by “American 
M ethodist money” the funds raised in the 
Uuited States for missionary purposes, he 
seems to be bnt slightly informed upon the 
subject. The American "Methodist money, 
as our worthy colleague designates it, in
stead of being expended in proselyting in 
Acapuloo, is appropriated, to a great ex 
teot, to the purchase of churches and school- 
houses, and to the support of free schools 
and asylums conferring acts of benevo
lence and k ndn as npon many poor families 
and oruhai ■  a uong the Mexicans, who 
gratefully i ppreciate these good works.—

BY TELEGRAPH

CONGRESS.
Senate.

Washington, February 17.—Tbe joint 
resolution ot the Kentuoky Legislature in 
favor of pensioning the soldiers of the 
Mexican war was referred to the Pensions 
Committee. Also, the resolution in favor of 
aid to the Texas and Pacific railroad.

Mr. Merrimon introduced a biil for the 
establishment of beacon lights on the line 
of inland navigation, from the Chesapeake 
bay to the sounds in North Carolina.

The ot nference report cn the bill to pay 
interest on the district bonds was discussed 
and recommited.

The timber lands bill was discussed.
The Senate adjourned to Monday.

House.
Tbe Clerk called the Ilouee to order. Mr. 

Garfield moved that Mr. Cox, who had been 
appointed by a resolution Speaker pro tem. 
to hold during Speaker Karr’s absence, take 
the Speaker’s oath. A long parliamentary 
debate lotlowed, when the motion was 
negatived and the oath omitted. The reor
ganization of the judiciary was resumed. A 
motion to lay the bill on the table failed, 
and the Douse adjourned.

WASHINGTON.
The Steamboat BUI.

W ashington, February 17.—The Senate 
Committee on Commerce took np the steam
boat bill and referred it to a sub committee 
consisting of Senators Boutwell and Dennis.

The Fishery Commission.
Hon. E. H. Kellogg has been appointed 

commissioner to adjust the fishery question 
and Alabama treaty.

Sheridan’s Testimony.
Genera] Sheridan was before the Military 

Committee. He opposed the redaction of 
the army bnt holds that the transfer of the 
Indian bureau to the War Department 
would reduce expenses, by consolidation 
and abulition ot military poets.

Extradition o f W inslow.
Secretary Fish signed the extradition 

papers for Winslow.
Nominations.

William D Sears, collector of customs, 
St. Mark’s, Florida.

The Democratic Cancao.
The Democratic oaucue set for to-night 

has been postponed, the consultation com
mittee not having coucluded its work.

Under Sealed Orders.
The steamer Dispatch, reported about to 

sail with sealad orders, supposed to be for 
Cuba, is still at tbe navy yard with no 
preparations for sea.

District Affairs.
The House Committee on the District of 

Columbia in pursuing to-day had additional 
witnesses beiore tbem, showing that unable 
to procure m>>nev due them on contracts 
under the late board of public works, they 
were obliged to have recourse to agents or 
middlemen who. owing to their peculiar 
facilities with the persons in charge of offi
cial business under the former government, 
were successful in securing favorable action 
on tbe claims, e ven where some of them had 
been previously rejected, charging and re
ceiving one-third or one-balf of the original 
amount of the claim for tbeir services.

Cox la  the Chair.
Mr. Cox, on taking the chair, said: Gen

tlemen of the House of Representatives— 
The occasion which calls for a Speaker pro 
tempore is, under tbe circumstance, no 
subject of congratulation. While this mark 
of confidence deserves the warmest ac
knowledgment, it is the overruling 
wish of my heart that the_ tempo
rary occupancy ot this chair may 
be brief, and that onr respected Speaker 
may soon return to it reinvigorated. It is 
one’ of the felicities of our system of 
government that, come sickness or health, 
life or death, to public servants, the pro
cesses of administration and legislation can 
not be retarded. Let ns proceed to our 
business in that spirit of friendly aad duti
ful rivalry to wuich I shall endeavor to con
tribute. ____________

WHISKY KING.
The Bnbcock Trial.

St. Louis, February 17.—General Sher
man and other officers testified in Babcock's 
behalf.

The President’s testimony waa read. Its 
general character is already known. The 
testimony and examination makes 7000 
words.

James Magill. a letter carrier, then testi
fied—In the latter part of February, 1875, I 
was coming down Pine, near Fifth street; 
Mr. Joyce accosted me and said there were 
two letters in the street letter box, which 
he wished to get back; he pointed to 
the box on tbe southwest corner of Fifth 
and Pine streets; I asked Colonel Joyce 
to describe the letters before I 
opened the box; he said one was 
addressed to W. O. Avery, Waehing- 
ton, District of Columbia, and marked 
“persona1" in the corner, and the other was 
to O. E. Babcock, Washington, District of 
Columbia, also marked “personal;” I open
ed the box, although it was off my district, 
and searched anting the letters, and tonnd 
the two and banded them to Colonel 
Joyce.

Mr. Storrs—Did you get a receipt? 
Witness—No, sir.
Mr. Storrs—Isn't it customary?
Witness—Yes it is. I said: Look here, 

colonel, I want a receipt; if you want to put 
them in tbe mail again I will go with yon 
and see it done.

Mr. Storrs—What did he say?
Witness—He said: Oh, that’s all right, 

hnnki dori, or something like that. It’s 
only a blind.

Acquitted.
Cincinnati, February 17—Aman &. Co., 

oharged with omitting to make proper en
tries of spirits, were acquitted.

FOREIGN.
The Bosnian Manifesto.

London, February 17 —The Standard's 
Vienn* special says the Bosnian insur
gents have issued a manifesto against An- 
dressy’s reforms. Russia is accused of en
couraging tbe insurgents.

The Cat-lists Repulse Qnesada.
The Times? correspondent with the Carl

isle, under date of To’.osa, February 14, 
says on the thirtedbth the Carlists re
pulsed Qnesada, near Eloria. The Alfons
o s  lost 2000, the Carlists 200.

Resignation of M inister Hchenck.
The Central Heirs says Minister 8chenck 

has resiguerf, hul will remain in England to 
auswtT the Emma mine charges.

Not A ltoge ther Satisfactory .
The Times, in an article on the recent 

Spanish note on the Cuban question, sajs: 
“We can no’ congratulate the Spanish mm 
ietry on the force of their long and elabi ir
ate answer to the complaint of the United 
Slates. If their reply proves anything it 
pr oves too much The insurgents are made 
out so insignificant that H is difficult to 
understand why they were not crushed 
years ago. The damage done by the struggle 
is assumed to be so small that tbe com
plaints of America appear not only unjust 
but incomprehensible. Spain speaks as if 
she had not merely been guiltless of oppres
sion. but had treated the island with gen
erosity, and altogether we are forced to 
inter that the p ople which have fought 
against so good a protector for more 
than seven years with indescribable 
bitterness must be an unparalleled com
pound of stupidity and wickedness. Such 
a line of argum< nt lacks the first element ot 
good advocacy, lor it is not even plausible. 
A very slight knowledge of human nature, 
Spanish history and colonial life would 
suffice to show that it must be 
fatally incomplete when we test it 
bv the real facts of the case, it is found to

origin aud continnanee of the contest intel
ligible ” The article concludes as follows: 
“No country seeks to interfere by force 
with Spain’s possession of Cuba, but if she 
can not govern it she would do well to con
sider how sha could best prepare it for the 
freedom which always follows colonial mis
rule."
Marine Disaster and Loss o f  F lliy-tw o  

Lives.
The steamer Franconia ran into the 

steamer Strath Clyde, of Glasgow, off 
Dover this evening. The boiler of the 
Strath Clyde bnrst, and she sank immedi
ately. Fifty-two passengers were drowned, 
five we e landed at Dover, and four others 
are reported saved. Smith, Sundins & Co.,
the steamer’s agents, report that the Fraa-
conia lias put into Dover with her bows 
stove at the water lino.

The steamer Strath Clyde, which sailed 
from London for Bombay, had been into 
Dover bay to land her pilot, and as she was 
steering out again, about a mile from the 
admiralty, she was caught by a strong tide, 
which turned her bow toward the southeast. 
The steamer Fraconia, which waa coming 
down the channel rad into her with great 
force on her port quarter. Tne coll-sion 
occurred at 4:30 P. M. Two miDUtes after 
the boil, rs of the Strath Clyde explndad. and 
the eteamer went to the bottom." The Fran
conia was badly damaged, but kept 
afloat. It is thought all her fore compart
ment plates were carried away. Two tugs 
immediately took her in tow. "The weather 
was clear and the sea calm at the time of 
the disaster. The Dover life-boat was 
launched, but was unable to reach the 
scene in time to rescue any of the Stra 
Clyde’s passengers or erffw.

Election of John Bright.
John Bright, radical, has been elected to 

Pai Lament from Manchester, polling 22,535 
votes, against 20.974 for Powell.

President o f the Chamber o f  Deputies.
Madrid. February 17.—Jose De Porado 

Herrera was elected President of the Cham
ber of Deputies.

The Carlists Proposing Surrender.
Upon Alfonso’s departure for the North, 

before the train started Senor Canovas de 
Castillo read to the King a dispatch from 
the Spanish consul at Bayonne, announcing 
that the Carlist junta intended to hold a 
meeting at Villa Franca, to propose the 
conclusion of peace. Tbe Carlists are rep
resented as panic stricken. They lack 
money and provisions. Many priests and 
Catholio families are quitting the country.

The New Cortes.
Of the members of the new Cortes 300 

have been returned without a protest being 
entered against their election. In fifteen of 
the cases where protests have been made 
they are considered unimportant.

Military Movements.
Hendaye, February 17.—Nothing impor

tant in the Batzan valley. Tbe movements 
there are merely preliminary.

The Carlists Surrounded.
The Alfonsists encircle the Carlist posi

tions as follows: On the east tbe forces 
under Campos are concentrating between 
Elizordo and the valley of the Otseondo in 
readiness for attack. On the north Levae- 
cuee’ brigade is at Iran waiting orders to 
operate in the direction of Enderlasca.

Another brigade is concentrated between 
Renters and Oyarzun, threatening Arechu- 
lugy. Southwards an army corps, which 
started from Pampeluna, is advancing to
ward the mountains near Leisea. In the 
west Moriones occupies important positions 
near Tolosa.
The Insurgents R eject the Andrassy 

Scheme.
Ragcsa, February 17.—Slavonia advices 

report that a meeting of insurgent leaders 
under the presidency of Panlovich rejected 
Acdraesy’s reforms, considering them the 
result of political intrigue.

The Turks Surprised.
Belgrade, February 17.—The insurgents 

surprised the Turks near Warskoje, killing 
eighteen and wonnding fifty.

Ashore.
Liverpool, February 17.—The steamer 

Egypt is reported ashore oft Egremont 
beach.

The W inslow .
Rotterdam, February 17. — Winslow’s 

wife and sister have gone to London.
A New Bank.

Vienna. Febraary 17.—It is reported that 
the Austrian and Hungarian cabinets have 
agreed to establish a Hungarian bank of 
issue, and guaranteeing its issnes.

MISCELLAN EO US.
Impeachment o l Judge M oses.

Charleston. February 17.—The articles 
of impeachment of Judge Montgomery 
Moses were formally read before the Senate 
to day, and to-morrow will be fixed for the 
trial. Moses will demand thirty days to 
prepare his defense.

On the W nr Path.
Omaha, Febraary 17.—It is stated, on 

official authority, that the Sioux. Cheyennes 
and Arrapahoes are making extensive 
preparations. In a very few weeks, so far 
as known, these Indians will probably 
6trike the frontier settlements.

The W reck of the City ot Quincy.
Memphis, Febraary 17.—The latest re

ports from the sunken steamer City of 
Quincy state that she will prove almost 
a total loss. The wreoker Eckert is at 
work trying to save all possible.

Impeachment iu Mississippi.]
An Appeal's Jackson. Mississippi, special 

says in tne House to-day formal articles ot 
impeachment against Lieutenant Governor 
Davis (colored) were adopted with only- 
seven dissenting votes. Tbe Ames investi
gating committee have concluded taking 
testimony, and will report soon. The testi
mony, it is said, will develop serious 
charges not heretofore current.

The T exas Election.
Galveston, February 17.—Eight pre

cincts in this city and county give 157 ma
jority for the constitution, 2291 majority for 
Coke and the Democratic State ticket; for 
Senator, Cleveland (Demoorat) 2C8 majority 
in the county.

McCormick (Republican) will carry the 
balance of Matagorda and Brazoria coun 
ties. It is conceded McCormick is elected 
bv 500 majority.
‘The Independents have elected the sheriff 

and nearly the entire county ticket. Re
turns from eighty-five precincts in the in
terior of the State give Coke and the State 
ticks' 19 427 majority. For the constitution 
11,275 majority. Returns are coming in 
slow.

The Advisory Council.
Brooklyn, February 17.—The advisory 

council are discussing the question of invit
ing Mrs. Moulton and her counsel to ex
plain the failure of the mutual council. 
Finally Judge Van Cott was invited.

A Steam er Sued for Sinking n Ship.
Libel papers were tiled against tbe steam

er Adriatic for sinking the Harvest Queen; 
$300,01)0 damages claimed. Toe steamer 
was seized, but released on $390,000 bond.

Specie.
Specie shipments to-day, $1,025,000.

Anti-Subsidy.
Trenton, N. J., Febraary 17.—The nouse 

passed the ami railroad subsidy resolution.
A Crusade Against Gnmblers.

Richmond, February 17.—Toe movement 
against gambling institutions in this city, 
which has been in operation for soui3 time 
past, is being still vigorously pushed. With
in the past lew days a number of gamblers 
aud others have been indicted by the grand 
jury of Hastings Court, and to-day Joseph 
Graves, ol the sporting fraternity, was tried 
on a charge of dealing faro, found guilty 
and sentenced to jail for six months and 
fined $100.

W. II. Fowl, a member of the legislature 
from Alexandria, pleaded guilty ot playing 
draw poker and was fined $20. George S. 
Stevens, judge of Nelson county court, 
charged with playing poker, not answering 
when called, had judgment entered against
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