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SENATE.
Thirty'Sixth B w ’* Session.

Senate Chamber, j 
Hew Orleans, February 17, .876. |

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment, 
at twelve o’clock M.. the Hon. C. C. Antoine, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the 
Senate, in the chair.

On a call of the roll, the following Sena
tors answered to their names:

Present — Messrs. Alexander, Allain, 
Blackburn, Blunt, Brewster, Burch, Cage, 
Dumont, George. Goode, Greene, Harper, 
Kelso, Kelly, Ogden, Stamps, Steven, 
Twitchell, White, Young—20.

Absent—Messrs. Arderson, Breaux, Chad- 
bourn. Detiege, Eustis, Gla, Grover, Her 
wig, Landry, Maaicot, Pollard, KobeTtson, 
Sypher, Weber, Wharton, Whitney—16,

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Dardis.

The journal was read, corrected and ap
proved.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.
Senator Allain presented a memorial 

from the police jury of West Baton Rouge, 
praying for the passage of certain laws.

Senator Breaux presented a petition from 
the citizens of Points Coupee, relative 
to the improvement of False river.

Referred to the Committee on Canals, 
Drainage and Inland Navigation.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Senator Stamps, from the Committee on 

Claims, made the following report:

Revised Statutes of the State ef Louisiana, 
witnesses are entitled to their pay; there
fore, be it _

Resolved by the Senate, That the sum dne 
each of the witnesses be paid out of the 
contingent fond of the Senate, when each 
appropriation shall have been made.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.
The Chief Clerk of the House was an

nounced with the following message:
Horn of RspumnsTATiysi, |

New Orleans, February 17,1876.
To the Honorable President and M embers of the 

Senate:

CoaxiTTBX os Claims, j 
New Orleans, February 17,1376.

To the Honorable President 'and Members of the 
Senate:

Yonr Committee on Claims report favor
ably on the following bills, viz:

Senate bill Ho. 118, an act for the relief 
of Lucien Montegat, of the parish of St. 
Charles.

Senate bill No. 73, an act for the relief of 
R. Prosper Landry, of Ascension parish.

House'bill No. 242. for the relief of the 
heirs of Elizabeth Bowman, deceased, of 
the pariah of Avoyelles.

House bill No. 15, for the relief of the 
heirs of Similien Labranche.

Report without action on Senate hill No. 
60, for the relief of Messrs. Hebert and 
Leioher.

Report favorably on the petition H. Von 
Werthern, and ask that it be recommitted 
to Committee on Finance with the request 
to embody the items in the appropriation 
bill.

Very respectfully,
T. B. STAMPS. Chairman.

The report lies over.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS BY UNANIMOUS

CONSENT.
By Senator Chadbourc:
Senate bill No. 157, entitled an act de 

fining the election precinots; directing ho w 
the number of polls or voting places in 
each precinct and the places of holding the 
election in each precinet shall be estab 
lished, aud how the appointment of com 
missioners for each poll or voting place 
shall be made; who shall preside at the 
voting or polling places, and imposing a 
penalty for the non-attendance of commis 
sionere.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote of the Sen
ate, the bill was placed on its second read 
ing, and referred to the Committee on 
Registration and Election.

By Senator Allain:
Senate bill No. 15S, entitled an act to 

provide for the working of public roads and 
bridges in the parish of West Baton Rouge; 
to empower the polioe jury of said parish to 
pass rules and regulations relative thereto, 
and to provide for the enforcement of the 
same by criminal prosecution.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote of the Sen
ate, the bill was placed on its second 
reading, and referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary.

By Senator Alexander:
Senate bill No. 159, entitled an act for the 

better protection of the interest tax fund, 
and to provide for the manner of paying in
terest on bonds issued under act No. 3 of 
1874, and defining the duties of the State 
Treasurer and Fiscal Agent in certain cases.

The bill was calendered for a eecond read-

I am directed by the House of Repre
sentatives to request the concurrence of 
your honorable body in the following enti
tled bills, viz:

No. 79, an aot to establish an institution 
for the instruction of the blind in New Or
leans.

No. 266, an act relative to privileges for 
taxes, and to restrict such privileges and 
mortgages to the property taxed, and to re
peal all sets in oonfliot with this act.

No. 386, an aot to fix and establish a re
turn day for appeals to the Supreme Court 
of the State from the courts of the parish 
of Tangipahoa.

No. 390, joint resolution memorializing the 
national Congress to grant the aid of the 
national government in building the jail 
and other parish buildings in the parish of 
Terrebonne that were destroyed by the 
troops of the United States.

Respectfully, etc.,
PETER J. TREZEVANT,

Chief Clerk.
Senator White offered the following 

amendment:
Insert the word “all” in lien of “certain.” 
The amendment was adopted.
The resolution as amended was adopted. 
Senator Twitchell, from the Committee 

on Corporations, made the following re
port:

COMXITTRB ON CORPORATIONS AND 
Parochial Affairs, February 17, 1876.

To the Honorable President and Members of the 
Senate:

Yonr Committee on Corporations and 
Parochial Affairs report favorably on the 
following bills, viz:

Senate bill No. 143, to incorporate the 
Congregation Emanual, of the city of 
Shreveport, Louisiana.

Also Senate bill No. 139, an act to pro
vide for the appointment at future elections 
of one additional jnstioe of the peace and 
one additional oonstable for ward four, par
ish of Caddo.

Also House bill No. 206, an aot to incor
porate the town of Benton, in the parish 
of Bossier, eto.

Also House bill No. 320, an act to amend 
and re-enaot section ten of an act entitled 
an aot supplementary to the acts incorpor
ating the town of Thibodaux, eto.

M. H. TWITCHELL, Chairman. 
The report lies over.
Senator Masioot from the Committee on 

Enrollment, made the following report:
Committee OH Enrolling and Enohossino, ) 

New Orleans. February 17, 1876. (
To the Honorable President and Members of the 

Senate:
Your Committee on Enrolling and En

grossing bills beg leave to reporc the follow
ing bills, as having been duly engrossed, 
viz:

Senate joint resolution No. 3, appropri
ating $20,000 for the purpose of aiding and 
assisting the citizens of the parish of Terre
bonne to clean and make navigable Bayons 
Terrebonne and Little Caillou, in said 
parish of Terrebonne, and to provide for 
the manner of disbursing the same.

Senate bill No 99, an act to amend and re
enact section one of an act to incorporate 
the Yidalia, Red River and Texas Railroad 
Company.

Senate joint resolution No. 11. memorial
izing the national Congress to discriminate 
in the tariff against all imports being the 
products ot slave labor.

Respectfully,
J. A. MASICOT, Chairman. 

Senator Harper, by unanimous consent 
introduced Senate bill No. 162, entitled an 
act to amend aot No. 95, approved August 
15,1872.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a tour filths affirmative vote of the Sen 
ate, the bill was placed on its second 
reading, and referred to the Committo on 
Corporations.

By Senator Harp6i:
Senate bill No. 163, entitled an act to 

establish a board of audit for the parish of 
Caddo.

The constitutional roles being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote of the Sen
ate, the bill was placed on its second 
reading and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

On motion of 8onntor Grover the bill ns 
amended wan adopted an a whole.

On motion of Senator Grover the bill was 
considered engrossed.

On motion of Senator Grover the con
stitutional rales were suspended by a 
four-fifths affirmative vote of the Senate, the 
bill was placed on its third reading and 
final passage, its title was adopted and it 
was ordered to be sent to the House for con
currence.

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY.
The special order of the day, being House 

bill No. 14, was ealled up.
On motion ot Senator Chadbonrn the bill 

was finally passed, its title adopted, and no
tice of concurrence was ordered to be sent 
to the House.

Senator Sypher, from the Committee on 
Finance, asked and obtained unanimous 
oonsent to make the following report;

COMXITTRB ON FINANCE, } 
New Orleans, February 16, 1876. f 

To the Honorable President and Members of the 
Senate:

Yonr Committee on Finance having had 
under consideration Honse bill No. 166, an 
aot to repeal an act entitled an act creating 
a board of commissioners to examine and 
ascertain the valid outstanding indebted 
ness of the parish of Terrebonne, aDd au
thorizing the polioe jury of said parish to 
issue bonds; to take up and fund tbe same; 
being act No. 74 of the acts of the General 
Assembly of 1874, approved March 23,1874, 
I report tbe same favorably, by direction of 
the committee, with the lollowing amend 
ment, viz:

Provided nothing in this act shall be so 
construed as to effect the validity of bonds 
already issued.

Also, House bill No. 94, an aot to provide 
the mode by which, the several funds in the 
treasury shall be disbursed, by direotion of

mitten find that the passage of this act 
would give to them a legislative indorse
ment, and thns legalize them to some ex
tent, or, at any rate, give the value and 

of legislative recognition to a series

the committee, and report the same unfav
orably, and recommend that it do not pass.

Also, on Senate bill No. 153, an aot 
making all valid Auditor’s warrants issued 
for services rendered the State for the 
years 1873, 1874 and 1875 receivable for 
taxes due the general fund for those years, 
by direction of the committee, I report the 
same unfavorably, and recommend that it 
do not pass.

Also, on Senate bill No. 106, an act for 
the relief ot B. Witherspoon, of De Soto 
parish, by direction of the committee, I re
port the same favorably and recommend 
that it do pass.

Also, on Senate hill No. 22, an act for the 
relief of Theodora Valade, by direction of
the committee, I report the same unfavora
bly and recommend that it <lo not pass.

Also, on Senate bill No. 11, an act to pro
vide for the fundiog obligations of the 
State, by direction ot the committee, I re
port the same nnfavorably and reoommend 
that it do not pass.

Also, on Senate bill No. 102, an act for 
the relief of Mrs. J. Lewis, in the parish of 
Ouachita, by direction of the committee, 
I report the same favorably and recommend 
that it do pass. A. J. SYPHER,

Chairman.
Senator Sypher, on behalf of the Com

mittee on Finance, submitted the following 
repott on House bill No. 327:

By Senator Harper:
Senate bill No. 160, entitled an act to in

corporate the town of Greenwood, in the 
parish of Caddo.

The constitutional rales being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote of the Sen
ate. the bill was placed on its second 
reading and referred to the Committee on 
Corporations and Parochial Affairs 

By Senator Twitchell:
Senate bill No. 161, entitled an act to regu

late the rate of conventional interest and 
the mode of contracting the same.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a fonr-fiiths affirmative vote of the-Sen 
ate, the bill was placed on its second 
reading, and referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary.

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS.
By Senator Blackburn:
W h er ea s , The House of Representatives 

of this State, in its proceedings of the six
teenth instant, proposed an amendment to 
the constitution of the State, to be acted 
npon by the people of the State at the next 
general election, prohibiting the increase of 
the public debt by any parish or municipal 
corporation beyond a stipulated amount, 
and strongly prohibiting the issuance of 
bonds, the purchase of stock or other sub
scriptions in favor of private corporations; 
be it

Resolved, That in view of the financial 
depression now existing in this State, this 
body will pass no law authorizing the in
crease of the public debt by the State of 
Louisiana or by any parish or municipal 
corporation within said State, and that no 
law shall be enacted authorizing any par 
ish or city in this State to issue bonds, sub 
scribe for stock or otherwise grant subsi
dies to any private corporation, no matter 
what the objects aid purposes of its incur- 
poratura may be, nor shall any direct or in
direct tax be imposrd or collected ior such 
purposes.

The resolution lies over.
By Senator Young:
Resolved, That after the adoption of this 

resolution, all reform measures recom
mended in the Governor’s message, and 
those asked for by the Property Holders’ 
Union, shall have preference over all other 
bills or joint resolutions.

The resolution lies over.
Senator Landry asked and obtained 

unanimous consent to take up the following 
resolution:

W h ereas , Certaiu witnesses having been 
summoned and having attended in obe
dience to a resolution of the Stante, to ap 
pear before the committee to e ........

i i  a mi ton (YAM in tbo Pwi

ACTION ON REFORTS OF COMMITTEES LYING 
OVER.

Senator Grover asked and obtained unan
imous consent to take up the report of tbe 
Committee on Judiciary on Senate 
bill No. 123, entitled an aet to govern 
the manner in which ootton press receipts, 
wbarehouse receipts, or the other custodians 
ot any property whatsoever, shall be issued 
in all cases where such receipts shall or 
may be issued as collateral security for 
money advanced or borrowed on faith of 
the property therein specified, and govern
ing the delivery aud disposal of the prop
erty for which such reoeipts may be issued. 
Reported favorably by said committee.

On motion of Senator Grover the report 
of the committee was adopted.

Senator Chadbourn moved that the bill 
be taken up seotion by section.

Adopted.
The first seotion was read and adopted.
The second section was read.
Senator Grover moved that it be adopted.
Senator Whitney moved to amend by 

striking out the words “or secretary.”
Adopted.
The second seotion as amended was then 

adopted.
The third section was read and adopted.
The fourth section was read and adopted.
The fifth section was read.
On motion of Senator Ogden the seotion 

was passed over.
The sixth section was read.
Senator Ogden offered the following 

amendment:
Amend section six by striking out the 

words “private sale or” in line twenty- 
eight, and to strike out in line twenty nine 
of the same section the words “as they may 
deem most advantageous,” and insert after 
the words “public auction” in line twenty- 
eight “after five days’ notice in a public 
journal.”

Senator Grover accepted the amend 
ment.

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY.

The special order ot the day, House bill 
No. 14, was called up, and on motion of 
Senator Brewster was postponed for fifteen 
minutes.

Senator Robertson moved to amend sec
tion six by inserting the following words: 
“Published in the parish in which the 
pledgee resides.”

Senator Grover aooepted the amendment.
The sixth seotion was then adopted as 

amended.
The seventh section was read and 

adopted.
The eighth seotion was read and adopted.
The ninth section was read and adopted.
Senator White offered the following 

amendment to section five:
At the end of section five insert the fol

lowing proviso: “Provided, that where the 
factor, agent or pledgor may have wrong
fully pledged, in violation ot this act, any
property the lien of the owner shall be

oear ---------------  . , ,  J,nto I valid even against the third holder ot the
the alleged outrages in warehouse reoeipt.”
and West Feliciana, Fas oage and I senator Grover accepted the amendment.
^Whereas According to section 3954 0f the I The seotion wee adopted as amended

Comhittrr on Finance, ) 
New Orleans, February 16, 1876. )

To the Honorable President and Members of the
Senate:

I am instructed by a majority of your 
committee having 'under consideration 
House bill No. 327, known as the city pre
mium bond bill, after carefully considering 
the same, to submit the following report: I 

The bonded debt of the city of New Or
leans is as follows, this statement being 
furnished by the City Hall:

Interest 
per cent.

$4,444,000 Consolidated bonds............ 6
3.030.000 Railroad bonds..................  6
2,843,500 Issue of of 1869...................  7
3,000.000 Issue of 1870 ......................  7

295.000 Jefferson city bonds..........  8
446.000 Street improvement bonds.. 7-30

9.450 Street assessment bonds__ 7-30
1,143,600 Ten per cent bonds...........10
2.518.000 Gold bonds (gold)............... 7
1.665.000 Gold bonds (drainage series..) 7
1,393.400 Waterworks bonds............  5

194,250 City of Carrollton bonds.... 8
109.000 McDonough......................  6
48,000 Fisk.................................. 6
24,950 Million loan........................10

624.000 Wharf bonds assumed by
lessees...........................—

3,256 municipalities.....................—
The floating debt your committee have 

failed to ascertain. The bill under oon- 
sideraticn proposes to vest the city authori
ties with power to convert said debt into a 
new series of bonds, the payment of the in
terest and redemption of which is provided 
for under certain conditions contained in 
said bill. Your committee deem it uenee 
esary to enter into any statement as to the 
details of the bill, and confine themselves 
to the principles on which the bill is predi
cated. Your committee submit the follow
ing facts in relation to the bill. That as to 
all of said bonds, except the consolidated 
bonds, there is a grave and serious question 
of legality, because—

1. Tney were issued in contravention of 
the contract made by the city with the 
holders of the consolidated bonds.

2. As to some of them, they are tainted 
with fraud, because the city received an 
inadequate compensation, and in some in
stances no considerai.ou therefor.

3. As to some of them, they now represent 
portion of a debt created in aid of the

“Confederacy,” ” hich debt, by the consti 
tution of the 1 aited States and of this 
State, is dedareu null aud void.

In this eonnec ion, your committee call 
especial attention to the provision of act 
No. 71 of 1852. We quote:

“The Common Council shall annually, in 
the month of January, pass an ordinance 
to raise the sura of $600,000 by a special 
tax. All ordinar oes, resolutions or other 
acts passed by e id Council aftsr the first 
day of January ia each year shall be null 
and void unless the ordinance imposing the 
consolidation loan tax shall have been pre
viously passed. At the end ot each and 
every year any surplus of the consolidated 
loan tax remainffig in the treasury after the 
payment of all the interest shall be ap
plied to the purchase from the lowest bid
ders of such bonds issued under this act as 
have the shortest period to run.”

And section four of the same act pro
vides:

‘Nor shall any loan be contracted unless 
the same be authorized by a vote of a ma
jority of the qualified voters of said city, 
and no ordinance creating a debt or loan 
shall be valid unless for some single ob
ject or work distinctly specified therein, 
and nnless such ordinance shall pro
vide ways and means for the punctual 
payment of running interest duriog the 
whole time for which said debt or loan 
shall be contracted.”

In a suit by the holders of consolidated 
bonds recently brought before the United 
States Circuit Court in this city, the judge 
(Hon. W. B. Woods) held:

“There can be no serious question that so 
much of section twenty-nine of the act of 
1852 as provides for the manner in which 
the tax to pay the consolidated bonds is to 
be levied, and the safeguards for the levy 
and collection of the tax constituted a con
tract with the bondholder, the substantial 
performance of which he is entitled to re
ceive.” * * * * *  

“The only question which the court is 
now called to decide is thi-: The city of 
New Orleans having collected and set 
apart as required by the act of 1852 a fund 
to pay interest on the consolidated bonds, 
can the city be enjoined from appropri
ating said fund to any other purpose 4 In
my judgment there is no doubt that this 
can be done.” * * * “I feel justi
fled in holding that the tax collected and 
deposited under the act ot 1852 to pay the 
interest on the consolidated bonds is a 
trust fond in the hands of the city author- 
ties to be applied to that purpose, and no 
other.”

Yonr committee therefore concludes, 
so far as the consolidated bonds 
are concerned, that the holders can 
not be forced by the city or State 
to accept the terms of this bill, and 
that the city will be compelled to levy and 
oollect an annual tax to pay the interest 
and pro rata of principal of the $4,444,000 
oficonsolidated bonds in fall.

In regard to all other bonds included un
der the provisions of the aet, the said bonds 
being beyond question in dispute and their 
legaGty and validity doubtful, your oom-

weight _ 
of bonds now in dispute. The city, after 
aeoepting the provisions of the act, could 
not well object to funding these doubtful 
bonds, and the result would be that the 
taxpayers would be saddled with a debt 
that they may now contest with some 
show of success. The bill contains no pro
visions enabling or permitting or directing 
any person to contest these various issues, t 
provision, in the judgment of yonr com 
mittee, absolutely necessary. In fact, as 
we have shown, the city could not well do 
it, and the only parties who could do so 
with advantage, viz: the holders of 
consolidated bonds, would find that 
their interest lay in securing a decision 
in their favor, and not in contesting the 
issue of other bonds, tor tbe reason that 
under the present rulings by the United 
States Circuit Court, they are assured of 
their interest in principal; and the passage 
of this bill will merely leave ample funds 
in the hands of the city to pay them, they 
being preference creditors.

For instance, If this bill becomes a law, 
the consolidated bondholders relying upon 
their contract and the decision of the 
United States Circuit Court sustaining it, 
will call on the city for almost $1,000,000 
yearly, which must be paid to them; and 
after that it is of course no interest to them 
whether the city pays the illegal bonds or 
not.

It will therefore be at once conceded 
that the city not beiug able to compel the 
consolidated bondholder to participate in 
the premium bond soheme, will be com
pelled to discriminate between them and 
the holders of other bonds, paying them 
their full pound of flesh, and giving to the 
remainder an ounce of premium bonds.

If, on the ground of poverty, the city 
seeks authority to compromise with her 
creditors, she should m justice treat all 
alike, and place all her just debts on the 
same footing.

It ia urged, however, that because of the 
doubt as to the legality oi certain bonds, 
the holders will now compromise on easy 
terms. Your committee believe that the 
doubt should be definitely settled before 
any compromise or payment whatever.

The usual plea of innocent third parties 
ought not to lie considered, as the Supreme 
Court of the United States have decided (15 
Wallace, page 566) in a similar case that 
the ordinary rule would not apply. It is 
also urged that tbe adoption of this scheme 
will relieve the city from immediate pres 
sure. If this were true your committee oar 
uot find in it any justification or even ex 
planation ior recommending the passage of 
this bill and the silencing of legal and cm 
stitutional objections. No plea of necessity 
will justify an abandonment of equity and 
violation of law. Either a portion of the 
debt is illegal or it is nut; if it is, let it be 
so declared by the courts before it is too 
late, and tbe taxpayers be relieved from 
tbe burden. If not, let it be otherwise de 
termined, an l then converted into inoon 
testable evidence of indebtedness. If an 
illegal debt, it should not be paid at all; it 
a valid debt (for it is admitted that the city 
must compromise even on a valid debt), let 
tbe city aud her creditors then come to 
terms.

Your committee oan nit see that a bank 
rupt by paying sixty cents on the dollar 
on an alleged debt tor which there is no 
claim in law or equity, does better 
than by refusing to pay at all. If this 
bill becomes a law, long before tbe 
question of the legality of these bonds 
is finally determined by 'judicial authority 
large sums will have been paid ana re
deemed and interest paid in full, and even 
a bonus or prize attached to them. Of what 
avail the judicial verdict, then, so far as the 
bonds paid and premiutned are concerned?

Under the premium bond plan it is claimed 
that $307,500 will pay the interest and re
demption for one year. What about the 
yearly payment that must be made of six 
per cent on $4,444,000 of the consolidated 
bonds?

The true saving would be in declining to 
pay tbe illegal debt and coinoruniisinj 
the admitted legal and just obligation.

The act seeks to impair the obligation oi 
contract (a contract declared by the 

United States Circuit Court to exist), and 
is, therefore, open to the charge of unconsri 
tutionality.

Briefly summing up the objections to the 
passage of this bill, we remark:

1. Tne unconstitutionally of the aot it 
self.

2. That all bonds of the city, including 
those whose legality is questioned, are 
placed on a common footing.

3. That as to certain bonds, viz: consoli 
dated bonds, they are by judicial decree re 
moved beyond the pale of this law, except 
by consent of the holders.

4. The bill fails to place the questionable 
debt beyond the operation of the scheme 
until the status of said questionable debt is 
judicially determined.

5. The bill would tend to secure to one 
class of bonds payment of principal and in 
terest in full out of funds specially intended 
for other purposes.

6. The bill would give legislative recog
nition to all bonds now questioned as to 
their legality, and would secure payment of 
principal, interest and, possibly, a premium 
to bonds that might afterward be declared 
worthless.

7. Would settle on the tax-payers the full 
amount of the principal of the present debt.

8. Would still leave bondholders (refus
ing to participate in the scheme) with their 
legal recour-e eg înst the city to compel 
full ppyniLLl of .ulcioot and principal of 
th“ir bonds.

In conclusion, your committee would re
mark that they have confined themselves to 
the consideration of objections against the 
bill as a whole, and the legal objections 
thereto; and while thoroughly convinced 
that legislative enactments to facilitate the 
relief of the city of New Orleans from 
financial embarrassment are an imperative 
necessity, are of the opinion that the legal 
and o‘her objections against the plan pro
posed are alike unanswerable and insur
mountable.

In regard to tbe details of the bill, your 
committee do not report, but would add 
that the principle on which the bill is based 
partakes to such an extent of the charac
teristics of lottery playing (a vice detri
mental to pnblic order and morality, and no 
less to individual welfare) that on that 
point alone they consider the bill under 
consideration as contrary to public welfare 
and good morals.

For these reasons and others to be ovally 
given, we report unfavoiably and retom 
mend that the bill do not pass.

Respectfully submitted,
A. J. SYPHER, Chairman.

The report lies over.
Senator White gave notice that he would 

on to-morrow submit a minority report on 
House bill No. 327.

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY.

House bill No. 381, entitled an act to con
firm the notarial charter of the New Orleans 
Pacific Railway Company, with amend
ments thereto; to extend the terra of exist
ence of said company, and to confer thereon 
certain powers and franchises, being the 
special order of the day, was taken up.

Senator Stamps moved to take up the bill 
section by section.

Senator Harper moved to lay the motion 
on the table, and called for the yeas and 
nays resulting as follows:

Yeas — Allain, Anderson, Blackburn, 
Breaux, Brewster, Burch,
George, Goode,

Chadbourn, 
Gla, Greene, Grover, 

Harp’er, Hertoig, Kelly, Landry, Ogden, 
Pollard, Robertson, Steven, Twitchell, 
Wharton, White, Whitney, Young—25.

Nays—Alexander, Blunt, Cage, Detiege, 
Dumont, Stamps—6.

Absent—Eustis, Kelso, Masioot. Sypher, 
Weber—5.

And the motion to table prevailed.
Senator Harper moved to adopt the bill 

on its second reading.
Senator Allain called for the previous 

question.
The main question was ordered.
Senator Detiege called for the yeas and 

nays witn the following result:
Yeas —Alexander, Allain, Anderson, 

Blackburn, Breanx, Brewster, Bnrch, 
Cage, Chadbourn, George, Goode, Gla, 
Greene, Grover, Harper, Herwig, Kelso, 
Kelly, Landry, Ogden, Pollard, Robertson,

8toven, Sypher, TwitohelJ, Wharton, White, 

^N ry s^B 1 unt? Detiege, Dumont, Masioot,
Stomps, Weber—6.

Absent—Eustis—1.
And the bill was adopted on its second 

reading.
On motion of Senator Harper tbe consti

tutional rules were suspended by a four- 
fifths affirmative vote of the 8enate, and the 
bill wac placed on its third reading and 
final passage.

On the final passage of the bill Senator 
Detiege ealled for the yeas and nays, with 
the following result:

Yeas—Alexander, AUain, Anderson, Black
burn, Breaux, Brewster, Buroh, Chadbourn, 
Cage, George, Goode, Greene, Grover, Har
per, Herwig, Kelso, Kelly, Landry, Masi
oot, Ogden, Pollard, Robertson, Stamps, 
Steven, Sypher, Twitchell, Wharton, White, 
Whitney, Young—30.

Nays—Blunt, Datiege, Weber—3.
Absent—Dumont, Eustis, Gla—3.
And the bill finally passed, its title was 

adopted, aud notice of concurrence ordered 
to be sent to the House.

Senator II*rper moved that the vote by 
which Senate bill No. 381 was adopted be 
reconsidered.

Senator Burch moved to lay that motion 
on the table.

Adopted.
The motion to reconsider was laid on the 

table.
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

The Chief Clerk of the House was an
nounced with the following message:

B o r S R  OF R E P R E SE N T A T IV E S, 1 
New Orleans, Febiuary 17,1876. $

To the Honorable President and Members of tbe
Senate:

1 am directed by the House of Repre
sentatives to ask the concurrence of your 
honorable body in the following House 
bills: . --4

tional rules wore suspended by a four fifths 
affirmative vote of (he Renata, the bill was 
plaoed on its third reading and final pas
sage, its title was adopted and it was or 
dered to be sent to the House for oononr 
rence

By unanimous consent, Senator Stamps 
oallednp House bill No. 277, entitled an 
aot to authorize the city of New Orleans to 
assume exolnsive control of all drainage 
works in the drainage distriots; to anthorize 
the purchase of certain rights and property 
of the Mississippi and Mextoan Gulf Ship 
Canal Company and its transferee, and to 
provide for the manner of making said pur
chase, and for paying therefor in drainage 
warrants. I

The constitutional rales being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmatives vote of the 
Senate, the bill was placed on its seoond 
reading and was referred to the Committee 
on Canals. Drainage and Inland Naviga
tion.

The following commnnioation was read 
and referred to the Committee on Finanoe. 

Officb Superintendent Public Education, 
Second Division, 

Carrollton, February 14, 1876. 
To the Honorable President and Members of the 

Senate:
In accordanca with the requirements of 

law, I have the honor herewith to submit 
a statement of my account, with contin
gent fund, for the year ending December
31, 1875.

I am, most truly,
E. S. STODDARD, 

Division Superintendent Second Division
On motion of Senator Cage the Senate 

was declared adjourned until to-morrow at 
12 M.

P. E. BECHTEL, 
Secretary of the Senate

House bill No. 339. an act to autbo*^S4 
and require the police juries in certain pal 
isbes to submit ordinances to the popular 
vote of said parishes, with reference to sub 
scriptions to the stock of the New Orleans 
Pacific Railway Company, eto.

House bill No. 340. an act to authorize 
with the consent of a popular vote, a tax 
on the property in New Orleans to pay for 
stock in the New Orleans Pacific Railway 
Company, etc.

Respectfully, etc.,
PETER J. TREZEVANT,

Chief Clerk. 
Senator Burch called up the report of the 

Committee on Corporations and Parochial 
Affairs on Senate bill No. 29, as follows:

Committer o s  Corporations and 
Parochial Affairs, Febiuary 11, 1876.

To the Honorable President and Members of tbe 
Senate:

Your Committee on Corporations and 
Paiochial Affairs report on Senate bill No 
29, an act to incorporate the Merchants' 
Exchange of New Orleans, with the follow 
iqg amendments:

Strike out in title, in line four, beginning 
with tbe word “provided," lines “four, five, 
six, seven, eight, nine, ten. eleven, twelve 
thirteen fourteen and fifteen,” ending with 
the word “trade.”

In section five, strike out all after the 
word “witnesses.”

Strike out sections eight, nine and ten 
Change section eleven to eight; section 

twelve to nine; section thirteen to tan; sec 
ti«;n fourteen to eleven; section fifteen to 
twelve; section sixteen to thirteen 

In section twelve, in line sixteen, after 
the word corporations insert “provided, 
that nothing in this act shall affeot or be 
binding upon any person or persons not 
members of this said Merchants' Exchange.’'

In seotion thirteen, line five, after the 
word “shall,” insert “take,” same line strike 
out “passage” and insert “promulgation.” 
the expenses of said promulgation to be 
paid by the incorporation.

M. H. TWITCHELL, Chairman.
On motion of Senator Burch the report of 

the committee was adopted.
On motion of Senator Allain the bill was 

taken up section by section.
Seotion one was read and adopted.
Section two was read and adopted.
Section three was read and adopted 
Section four was read and adopted.
Section five was adopted. •
Section six was read.
Senator Brewster moved to stiike out the 

entire section.
Adopted.
Section seven, which becomes section six 

was read.
Senator Brewster moved to strike out the 

entire section.
Senator White moved to lay the motion 

on the table, and called for the yeas and 
nays, with the following result:

Yeas—Allain, Blackburn, Blnnt, Chad 
bourn. George, Goode, Grover, Kelly, Og-

Thlrty-seventls Day’s Session,

den, Robertson, Steven, Sypher, White—13. 
Nays — Alexander, Anderson. Breanx,

Brewster, Burch. Cage, Detiege, Dumont, 
Gla. Harper, Kelso, Masicot, Pollard, 
Stamps. YVeber, Whitney, Young—17.

Absent—Eustis, Greene, Herwig, Landry, 
Twitchell, Wharton—6.

And the motion to table was lost.
The question recurring on the motion to 

strike out, Senator Burch offered the fol 
lowing substitute.

Strike out all after the word “to" in line 
eleven, to the word “inspected'’ in line six 
teen, and insert the words “existing laws.”

Senator Brewster accepted the substitute.
Senator Allain offered tbe following sub 

stitute to the whole subject matter:
Be it further enacted, That the Governor 

shall appoint five flour inspectors, who 
shall constitute and be known as the board 
of flour inspectors for the eity and port of 
New Orleans.

It shall be the duty of said flour inspec
tors to inspect any lot or lots of flour in the 
city and port of New Orleans, on the levee 
or in store. Such inspection shall be cpn- 
ducted according to the rules and regula 
tions of existing law, approved March 16, 
1870.

Sena’or Allain withdrew his substitute 
for the whole subject matter.

The question recurring on Senater Burch’s 
amendment, it was adopted.

The section as amended was adopted. 
Section eleven, which becomes section 

seven, was read.
Senator Brewster moved to strike out the 

word “etc.” in line eight.
Adopted.
The section as amended was adopted.
Section twelve, which becomes section 

eight, was read.
Senator Chadbourn moved to strike oat 

in the second lins the words ‘ flour, graiD. 
hay.”

Adopted.
The seotion as amended was adopted.
Section thirteen, which becomes seotion 

nine, was read and adopted.
Section fourteen, which beoomes section 

ten. was read.
Senator Burch offered the following 

amendment to section ten:
In line three, section eleven, between the 

words “inspectors and weighers,” insert the 
words “with the exception of flour, grain 
and hay;” and in line eight, same section, 
strike out the words “flour, grain and hay.”

The section as amended was adopted.
Section fifteen, which becomes section 

eleven, was read and adopted.
Section sixteen, which beoomes seotion 

twelve, was read and adopted.
Senator Bureh moved to adopt the bill as 

amended as a whole.
Adopted.
Senator Burch moved that the bill be 

considered engrossed.
Adopted..
On motion of Senator Bnrch the oonstita-

Sknat* Chambrr, 
New Orleans, February 18, 1876.

The Senate met pursuant to adjourn
ment at twelve o’clock M., the Hon. C. C. 
Antoine, Lieutenant Governor and Presi
dent of the Senate, in tbe chair.

On a call of the roll, the following Sena
tors answered to their names:

Present — Messrs. Allain, Blackbnrn, 
Bnrch, Cage, Detiege, Dumont, G»orge, 
Gla, Greene, Grover, Harper, Kelso, Kelly, 
Landry, Masicot, Ogden, Pollard, Robert
son, Stamps, Steven. Twitchell, Weber—22.

Absent—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Blunt, Breaux, Brewster, Chadbourn, Eus
tis, Geode, Herwig, Sypher, Wharton, Whit
ney, White, Young—14.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Dar
dis.

The journal was read, corrected and ap 
proved.

Senator YVeber, from the special commit
tee on outrages, asked and obtained farther 
time to submit their report.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.
Senator Dumont presented the following 

memorial from the Property Holders 
Union, which was ordered printed in the 
journal:
To the Honorable President and Members of the

Senate:
The memorial of the Property Holders 

Union ot the city of New Orleans humbly 
showeth that at a regular meeting ot the 
central committee ot the Property Holders 
Union, held on the fifteenth instant, the 
undersigned were appointed as a special 
committee for the purpose of presenting to 
the consideration of your honorable body 
the following resolutions which were unan- 
rnonsly adopted:

Resolved. That in view of the fact that 
this association was formed for the purpose 
of protecting the property holders in re
ducing taxation and other burdens, we 
heartily approve the bill introduced into 
the Honse of Representatives by the Hon. 
L. A. YY’iltz, No. 277, entitled an act to au
thorize the city of New Orleans to assume 
exclusive control of all draidage works in 
the drainage districts; lo authorize the pur
chase ot certain rights and property of the 
Mississippi and Mexican Gulf Ship Canal 
Company, and its transferee, and to provide 
lor the means of making said purchase, 
and for paying therefor in drainage war
rants.

Resolved further. That the passage of this 
aet by the Legislature will relieve imme
diately the property holders, and speciallv 
those living in the rural portion ot the city.

Resolved further. That a committee of 
three be appointed to present these resolu
tions to the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives.

Your memeriahsts will ever pray. etc.
LOUIS DUY’IGNEAUD,

Chairman;
C. H. TEBAULT, M. D.,
A. DELAYlONE.

Senator Chadbourn asked aud obtained 
unanimous consent to introduce the follow
ing motion:

I move that the Secretary be instructed 
to hereinafter omit from the caleudar peti
tions and memorials.

YY’hioh was adoDted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Senator Masicot, from the Committee on 
Enrollment and Engrossment, submitted 
the following reports:

COMMITTEE ON E.NKOLLINO AND ENwROSSIN*., I 
New Orleans, February 18, 1876. i 

To the Honorable President aud Members of the
Senate:

Y'our Commit'ee on Enrolling and En
grossing Bills beg leave to report the fol
lowing bills as having been duly engrossed,

Public Education, naked and obtained 
(her time to present his minority toont 

Senator White, from the Commute* 
Finanoe, gave notice that on »- *
morning be would submit his minstfe* 
port on House bill No. 327.

Senator Twitchell, from the 
Corporations, made the folloritgaZu1 

Committee oh CorfomatmL *  
Parochial Affairs, February IIM*h**| 

To the Honorable President and MemwTJ 
Senate: w %

Yonr committee has the honor to —- 
favorably on Senate bill No. 151 an 
ing the salaries of the Mayor and mat*' 
tbe Adminietratore of the eity of Ns* il! 
leans, and repealing all laws in 
therewith. t

On Honse bill No. 30, an aet to ■— 
porate the town of Vienna, Lincoln auST 
favorably, with the following amendSHS 

Section one, line thirty-fonr, strike 
after the word “town” to the end $*,!* 
seotion.

Seotion five, line thirty-one, strike »  
“one hundred” and insert
Strike ont line thirty-seven, and thifirS 
“of support.” in line thirty-eight. ** 

Section fourteen, line five, strike ont aft» 
the word “necessary” to the word “and” 6 
line seven. ^ *

On Senate bill No. 136, an act to uu»
lApatA t)iA fnmn n f  Ppnvi/tasioa a,porate the town of Providence, in tbo2m 

ish of Carroll, and to repeal all laws
flict with this aot, and all laws upon & 
same subject matter, without action. 1,1 

On House bill No. 157, an act to inn* 
porate the Lewisburg Wharf Company*
nnat fatTASO Klw **port favorably.

M. rf. TWITCHELL, Chairman, 
The report lies over.
Senator Harper, from the Committee ot 

Canals and Drainage, made the follows 
report:

Committee oh Canals Draihaoi u >>
„  „ , Inland Navigation (
New Orleans, February 18, ljfftj 

To the Honorable President and Members of tb 
Senate: “*

Yonr committee, having had nnder oon 
sideration the petition of H. C. M onner 
William Cassie and others, asking an an 
propriation of $3000 for the purpose of 
making navigable the Ponchatoula river 
and being unable to elicit sufficient evidence 
to warrant them to reoommend tbe same, 
report the same back for further considera
tion of tbe Senate.

Yonr committee report favorably Home 
bill No. 277, entitled an aot to anthorize tbe 
eity of New Orleans to amnme exclusive 
control of .all drainage works in the drain
age districts; to anthorize the purohase of 
certain rights and property of the Missis
sippi and Mexican Gulf Ship Canal Com
pany and its transferee, and to provide lot 
the manner of making said purchase and
for paying ̂ therefor in drainage warrants.

ILLIAM HARPER, Chairman. 
The report lies over.
Senator Anderson, from the Committee 

on J udioiary, made the following report: 
Committer on Judioiart I 

Orleans, February 18, 1876.
To the Honorable President and Members of tbs 

Senate:
Yonr Committee on Judiciary respectfully 

report Senate bill No. 27, favorably, an aet 
to change the name of Benjamin Cohen 
Corrillon to Beqjamin Cohen Dn Silva 
Abenator.

On Honse bill No. 208 favorably, an aot 
to change the name of Caroline Valle to 
Caroline Nott.

On Senate bill No. 5(1, favorably, with the 
following amendment: On page two. third, 
fourth and fifth lines, strike out the words in 
parenthesis, “(exoeptin the parish of Jeffer
son, where parish court shall be held daily, 
legal holidays excepted).” an aot to amend 
Upl re enact article 1035 of the Code of 
Practice, and fix the terms of the Darith 
courts.

On Senate bill No. 103, favorably, on 
act to increase the revenues of the State, 
encourage the cultivation of the soil, 
and to provide for the remissions of ail pen
alties that may have accrued upon taxes 
due ou property sold for taxes and adjudi- 
cated to the State when the property so ad
judicated shall have been the property of 
the State for more than one year, with 
the following amendments: In seotion one. 
line seven, after the word “person,” add 
the following words: “Whose property
may have been sold for taxes.” In same 
section, line eight, strike ont the wordi 
•tract of land,” and insert the words “any 

of said property.” In same section, line 
ten, strike out the words “and which has." 
In same section, lines eleven and twelve, 
strike out the words “been in possession of 
the State for twelve months or upward.” In 
same section, line fifteen, alter the word 
‘situate,” and before the word “the.” add 

the following words: “Or Auditor of Pub
lic Accounts.”

On Senate bill No. 65, favorably, with the 
following amendment: In seotion one, linee 
twenty-three and twenty-four, strike out 
the words “fifty cents" and substitute the 
words “one dollar;” in same section, linee 
twenty-seven and twenty-eight, strike out 
the words “fifty cents” and substitute the 
words “one dollar;” an act to amend and 
re-enact section 2528 of the Revised Statutes 
of this State.

THOMAS C. ANDERSON, 
Chairman:

E. D. WHITE.
E. L. WHITNEY.

Senate bill No. 79. an ac t to amend and 
re-enact article 346 of the Civil Code of 
Louisiana.

Senate bill No. 92, an act to fix the terms 
ot the district court in the Fourteenth Judi 
cial Distriot, and providing tor the drawing 
of jurors for said terms.

Senate bill No. 10, au act to amend an act 
entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Clinton, parish of East Feliciana, Louisiana.

Senate hill No. 145, substitute for Senate 
bill No. 31, an act to provide for the trans
fer of suits pending in the parish or dis
trict courts of this State in which the 
presiding judge is recused, to the parish 
court of an adjoining parish, or to the dis
trict court of an adjoining district.

Senate bill No. 36, an act to fix the com
pensation of the civil sheriff of the parish 
of Orleans, aud requiring all fees in excess 
of $40,000 par annum by him received to be 
accounted for and paid over to the city of 
New Orleans

Senate bill No. 24, an act to incorporate 
the Yidalia and Lake Concordia Railway 
and Steamboat Transportation Company.

Y ery respectfully,
J. A. 'MASICOT. Chairman.

Committee on Enrolling and Eniirossinij, ) 
New Orleans, February 18. 1876. J

To the Honorable President aud Members of the 
Senate:

Your Committee on Enrolling and Engross
ing bills beg leave to report the following 
bills as having been duly enrolled, viz: 

Senate bill No. 19, au aot regulating the 
time of holding the regular terms of the
district court of the Eighth D.strict, parish 
of Calcasieu. 1

Senate bill No. 3, an aot to further define 
and extend the jurisdiction of the parish 
courts of this Stale.

Also, as having been duly engrossed, the 
tollowiug, v;z:

Senate bill No. 35. an aet to fix the com- 
pensation by salary of the clerks of the 
district courts of the parish of Orleans, and 
tor other purposes.

Respectfully,
J. A. MASICOT, Chairman. 

Committee on Enrollinno and Enorossinu > 
Nrw Orleaus, February 18, 1876. ’ >

To benat°n°rttD*e ^re8*̂ eut an<I Members of the

Your Committee on Enrolling and En
grossing Bills beg leave to report the follow
ing bill as having been duly engrossed, viz: 

Senate bill No. 155 (substitute for Senate 
bill No. 4), an act for the relief of Judge 
Louis Favrot and Mr. Narcisse Landry, vet
erans of 1814 and 1815.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. MASICOT, Chairman. 

Senator Brewster, from the Committee on

notices of bills.
By Senator Gla:
An act for the relief of J. E. Burton, 

supervisor of registration of Carroll parish, 
and his clerks. J. W. Cooke and N. E. 
Larehe.

By Senator Pollard:
A bill entitled an act to repeal an act rel

ative to the exemption from taxation of the 
North Louisiana railroad.

By Senator Blunt:
A bill making an appropriation for the 

navigation of Cane river. 
introduction of bills by unanimous con

sent.
By Senator Burch:
Senate bill No. 164. entitled an aot for the 

relief of F. C. Mahan, late State tax col
lector for the First collection Qistriot, city 
of New Orleans.

Tbe constitutional rales being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote of the Sen
ate, the bill was placed on its second 
reading, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance.

By Senator George:
Senate bill No. 165, entitled au aot to 

amend and re-enact the first elause of article 
259 oi the Code of Practice.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote ot the Sen
ate, the bill was placed on its second read
ing, and referred to the Committee on Ju
diciary.

By Senator Breaux:
Senate bill No. 166, entitled an aot to ap 

propriato certain funds to the removal of 
obstructions in the channel of False river in 
the parish of Pointo Coupee, and to provide 
for the disbursement of same.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a four-fifths affirmative vote of the Sen 
ate, the bill was placed on its second 
reading, and referred to the Committee oa 
Finance.

By Senator Twitohell:
Senate bill No. 167, entitled an act reg

ulating the liability of the several parishes 
of the State of Louisiana to their respective 
sheriffs for costs in criminal cases, parish of 
Orleans excepted.

The constitutional rules being suspended 
by a four fifths affirmative vote of the Sen 
ate, the bill was placed on its second read 
ing, and referred to the Committee on 
Finanoe.

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS.
By Senator Sypher:
Whereas, It has been publicly charged 

in the oourts and by the press of the eity of 
New Orleans that the Mayor and Adminis
trators of New Orleans nave unlawfully 
diverted, misused and misapplied the con
solidated interest tax funds, in violation of

oil

ha


