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T H E  ST A T E  H O U S E .

S e n a te .
Members did not see fit to  m ake a quo

rum until noon, as m ost of them  had forgot
ten th a t the meeting hour had  been^ fixed a t 
half past eleven o’clock.

The c ity’s premium bend plan was taken 
in hand, and it elicited considerable debate, 
th e  principal speakers being Messrs. White, 
W harton, Grover, Ogden, Stamps, Burch, 
Greene, Cage and Goode.

Mr. W harton  desired to have the  bill 

postponed.
Mr. Goode was not prepared to vote on 

the  bill, as he did not know bu t wliat there 
were plenty of objections. He intended to 
other am endm ents.

Mr. G rover was seriously opposed to the 
bill; he was opposed to it by a sense of 
duty , if for nothing else; besides, it was 

illegal.
Mr. Ogden wished the question post

poned, as it was a vital one. He favored 
the  bill, one reafou being th a t the city  of 
New Orleans must have speedy relief, aüd 
this bill would give it to her. He did not 
like the proposition to postpone, b u t was 
willing to set a day for it.

Mr. W hite spoke a t considerable length 
on the question, favoring the  m easure.

Mr. W harton opposed Mr. W hite and 
"m ade  several keen points.

There was considerable filibustering a t 
this juncture. Motions to postpone in
definitely, to adjourn to Wednesday, Thurs
day and F riday  consumed a couple of hours. 
All the motions were lost.

A fter a pro tracted  delay the main ques
tion was called for and put, and the vote 
was to  postpone indefinitely. About one- 
half of the members expla 'ned their votes

when voting to postpone.
Mr. Young called for the reform m easnres 

as recommended by Governor Kellogg in 
his recent message and suggested to give 
them preference.

Mr. Robertson said th a t the members on 
his side of the house intended to  take a 
firm stand on this subject, as they are 
pledged to  first consider the subjects con
tained in the G overnor's message. If the 
other side (Republican) means w hat it says 
it does concerning reform, it m ust now put 
itself on record. Tne tim e has come when 
we must work, and not fr itte r  away the 
few days th a t rem ain of the session.

Mr. Burch asserted th a t the Governor had 
no right to specify w hat work the Senate 
should undertake.

Mr. G rover said th a t the  entire day had 
been fritte red  away on a bill th a t was post
poned indefinitely. The Governor sent the 
message iu good faith; to w  is the time to 
do so nething. He was in favor of consider
ing the Governor’s suggestions.

The Senate finally concluded to begin on 
the  calendar, and the  bill on the premium 
bond plan was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Sypher called up House bill No, 136, 
which directs the sergeant-at-arm s not to 
hereafter issue stationery to  members; in 
lieu, each mem ber will be entitled  to ?3 for 
a  session of six ty  days.

Messrs. Allain, Brew ster, Sypher and 
L andry  discussed the subject, and Mr. L an
d ry  made a motion to  recommit the Senate 
com m ittee’s report.

A fter much discussion the  bill was slightly 
am ended and read a  second time, after 
which it was postponed until to-morrow.

The question of the am ount police juries 
in  country parishes should vote jail keep
ers  for feeding prisoners called out many 
members. I t  was propoeed to fix the sum 
a t not more than  forty  cents per day, but 
Mr. L andry  opposed it, considering th a t 
figure altogether too small. Lven the 
present pay, six ty  cents, is insufficient. He 
protested against any reduction. In  some 
parishes the  pay is given in scrip, and 
when it  is rem em bered th a t there is a great 
discount on such paper, it  will be seen th a t 
the sum realized is very little. Two years 
ago there  was a  Dem ocratic police jury  in 
the parish of Ascension, and they appro' 
priated, by resolution, the  sum of $1 20 per 
day for each prisoner; therefore, this is not 
a  Democratic bill, as somebody has assert
ed. This bill is not a reform  m easure—it is 
a  blunder.

Mr. Young opposed this bill, as he deemed 
it unwise, and thought th a t forty  cents per 
day would not work well, excepting per
haps iu a few isolated cases.

Mr. W hitney said th a t forty  cents is 
abundan t to feed prisoners; indeed crimi
nals should not have more than w hat ten 
cents wiil buy. He did not believe in fa t
tening rascals, fellows who m ight a t any 
time meet, you on the highway and dem and 
your money or your life.

Mr. W eber s tated  th a t prisoners could not 
be fed on forty  cents per day.

Mr. W hitney called for proof, b u t no 
proof was offered.

The bill was recom m itted to the Judiciary  
Committee.

At eleven o’clock executive session was 
called, and when the doors were opened a 
message from the Governor was read on 
the subject of quaran tine . He recom
mended the quarantine  law  be m aterially 
modified arid the  charges reduced. The 
nu ssage was ordered to  appear in the jour
nal and referred.

The reporter failed to understand  the re
m arks of Mr. Ogden la st Saturday on the 
Pacific railroad bill, and consequently r e 
ported his remarks incorrectly. The gen
tleman opposed the bill, bu t not the  accom 
panying resolution.

I lo a s e .

On the second call of the roll, Mr. D upre 
desired to call up the act giving justices of 
the peace additional criminal jurisdiction.

Mr. M urrell desired to postpone it-, and 
Mr. Dupre to tab le th a t  motion. Some dis
order was created, and Speaker E stilette  
called the attention of the House to the fact 
th a t there was no time to be wasted, only 
eight days remaining of the session. Mr. 
M urrell’s motion was then tabled.

Wi h Mr. Souer’s motion to amend, 
checking the power to discharge to offenses 
w ithin the punishm ent of three years in 
the Penitentiary, Mr. Dupre got the bill 
engrossed.

Messrs. Sartain  and Parker opposed the 
increase of jurisdiction.

On this bill Mr. W ebb made his maiden 
speech, stating  he believed in getting  every 
rascal in the S tate  into the penitentiary.

Mr. Murrell was sorry th a t on the o ther 
day the bill had been opposed beoanse there 
were incompetent justices. All were com
petent in hi« parish. I t  was a  good law.

The parish jury could p u t out the had jus
tices. He w anted the leader of the  Rei ub 
i.ican read in support of his argum ent.

Mr. Meredith was in favor of the  bill, for 
it insured a speedy tria l to all offenders. I t 
only gave the jurisdiction possessed before 
the  war, when justices had the  power to 
discharge on an exam ination.

Mr. A im stead offered the  following: 
W h e r e a s , I t  is  currently  rumored th a t 

the Administrators of the  city governm ent 
of New Orleans have diverted funds set 
aside by law for specific purposes, in viola
tion of law; and

W hereas, A Senate concurrent resolution 
was pr< sented to  the  House on the twenty - 
sixth day of January , inviting the appoint
m ent of a  joint committee for the investiga
tion of the same; and ,

W hereas, The said resolution had been 
referred to the Committee on City Allaire 
by this House on the twenty-eighth day of 
January , and no action has been had ana 
no report made in the premises; ana

W hereas, The said current rumors reflect 
upon the official integrity of the otheers ad 
ministering the tifiairs of the city govern
ment, all to the detrim ent of the public m-

^ B e H  resolved by the House of Represen
tatives and the Senate of the State of Lou
isiana concur) ing. T hat the Speaker of the 
House be and he is hereby authorized and 
directed to appoint a committee of four 
members, and th a t the President of the 
Senate shall appoint a committee of four 
members of the Senate for the purpose of 
making investigation of the facte stated  in 
the preamble, which is made p a rt of this 
resolution, and for the purpose oi making 
a general investigation of the affairs of the 
city government, either financial or o ther
wise, and wliat recommendations or legisla
tion is or m ay be necessary. The said com
m ittee shall be authorized to send for per 
sons and papers.

Mr- M urrell wanted it to lie over.
Mr. W iltz hoped th a t the  Democratic- 

m embers a t once would suspend the 
rules and le t the  resolution pass 
or ra ther one of almost the same ten^r 
th a t he offered as coming from the 
Committee on City Affairs, which on the 
same subject, came from the Senate. I f  it 
was a subject of importance the  Senate 
could have had an exam ination. The com 
m ittee had not reported it before because it 
had had subjects of more importance. The 
city officials were ready to have their ac 
count exam ined.

Mr. Guichard desired to amend by au
thorizing the employment of a shorthand 
w riter, an expert, and appearance of 
counsel.

Mr. W iltz consented, provided only the 
shorthand w riter should be paid, and ob 
jected  to  the  expert and counsel.

Mr. S iuer objected th a t a report of a 
committee could not be offered as a substi 
tu te  to the resolution. The la tte r was spe
cial, the  other general.

Mr. H ahn said all this was a waste of 
time. Only seven more day9 rem ained of 
the session. A committee could do no good 
in exam ining the city s affairs, even if it 
were as prom pt as th a t of Mr. Aldige on the 
Treasurer. They would not be able to re 
port in time. I t  was the first move to in 
vestigate the affairs of Democratic officials 
all others had been against Republicans 
All the others he had voted for as a duty  to 
investigate every Republican to learn who 
it was th a t brought odium on the party  
and to vindicate R»publicah honor and in 
tegrity. There was no specific charge in the 
resolution. Now, a t the tail end of the ses 
sion, this resolution was brought in, and he 
proposed to vote against it.

Mr. Gracien differed w ith Mr. Hahn 
whom he was generally glad to agree with 
W hen he first came into this session he had 
thought its  object was entirely  reform, but 
he had been undeceived. The only object 
was to remove Republicans, and in justice 
he intended to  vote for the resolution.

Mr. Lowell considered this, and others 
like it, of a  partisan  nature, only intended 
for effect and as a  cam paign measure. He 
and Mr. H unsaker desired to lay the whole 
subject on the table.

Mr. W iltz’s substitu te  was finally adopted 
as a joint resolution.

Mr. B utler offered the same resolution as 
given above, and was ru led  out of order.

Mr. Bayley made a personal explanation 
He said the account in the Republican on 
the printing of the report of his committee 
was correct. There had been no statem ent 
th a t it could not be done. Through erro
neous information or a m isunderstanding, 
he had been led to a m istake in offering his 
resolution th a t it be printed a t another office 
than  th a t of the State Prin ter.

Mr. G uichard offered the same resolution 
as those of Messrs. Arm stead and Butler 
bu t Speaker E stile tte  ruled th a t the m atter 
had been disposed of.

Mr. Guichard then  introduced a  résolu 
tion substantia lly  in the same language, but 
changing “ rumors, eto.,” and m aking it 
“charged, etc ,” and directing the appoint
m ent of a join t committee to investigate 
the conduct of the city  adm inistration on 
a violation of section fifty of the  city char
te r of 1870, and the  police acts of 1870 and 
1875, and asked th a t i t  lie over.

Mr. Hammond presented a  petition from 
a  large num ber of citizens relative to  the 
bill in favor of the Crescent City Railroad 
Company, and on motion of Mr. Lowell it 
was filed with the favorable report of the 
Committee on City Affairs.

The appropriation bill for mileage, eto 
of members, of $150,000, was adopted, and 
reoess taken  till 6 P .M .

A t about half-past six o’clock the House 
reassembled, and the  members being kept 
in by enforcem ent o f the rule it  remained 
in session till eleven o’clock.

As the gas bill introduced by Mr. W alker 
had  been re tu rned  w ithout action, it was 
subm itted to a special committee composed 
of Messrs. W alker, Gilmore and Gracien, 

The main business of the  evening was the 
disposal of all bills on the calendar.

The hill contracting w ith B. Bloomfield 
Sc Co. lo p rin t the Supreme Court reports 
came up.

Mr. W alker objected to it, considering it 
a  job. I t  had  been sen t to the Committee 
on Judiciary , but as it contains no question 
of law he wished it  sent to the  Committee 
on R etrenchm ent and Relorm.

Mr. Young said the bill was designed to 
prevent a job. I t  would save the  State 
from $10,000 to $15,000.

Mr. Levisee explained the  bi 11. I t  was a 
contract w ith B. Bloomfield St Co., for them 
to tnrnish g ratis  250 copies of each report 
to  the  Secretary o f State, for the  privilege 
of publishing and selling the  balance re
quired by the trade. They w ould be p rin t
ed equal to the Civil Code, and  a  bond of 
$10,000 given for faithful performance.

Since 18C5 $12 had to be paid for them; by 
this bill they wonid be sold for $10.

Mr. E llio tt said the $12 was when they 
were taken by numbers; $10 had been the 
price for the  volume.

Mr. Levisee said the Twenty sixth Annua! 
had not yet been furniehed.

Mr. Hall said he had got his six months 

since.
Mr. Levisee said of the  400 th a t should be 

furnished the  Secretary of State only 200 
had been; the balance were sent to Gresh
am’s, and instead of the proceeds going to 
the treasury not one dollar had been paid. 
I t  had been a job in the past, but this bill
was to prevent one in the future. The R e- 

CBLICAN had had a slurring article on 
Messrs. B. Bloomfield St Co., saying tha t 
they wished to do the work on term s tha t 
no house in the world could offer with 
profit. There was not a volume of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual in the office of the 
Secretary of State. A t present the cost to 
the State was not less than $13,000.

Mr. Booth called Mr. Levisee to order, 
s ta ting  he had been speaking h a lf an hour.

Mr. Levisee thought otherwise, bu t Mr. 
Booth felt sure of it; he had been watching 
the clock for tw enty minutes.

Mr. W alker tlo a g h t it was im proper for 
the State to pick out acy  individual and 
donate a  contract to him. He wished to 
amend by awarding it to t i e  lowest bidder. 
If Messrs. Bloomfield & Co. possessed suffi
cient facilities they could make such bids 
as would cause them to obtain it.

Mr. Dupre considered this im practicable 
as there was no bid in the bill. I t  simply 
transfers the contract on condition th a t 250 
copies he furnished the State under a pen
a lty  of $12 000.

Mr. Hammond was opposed to the entire 
bill and to the transfer of the con tract. As 
it  existed any errors or failures could be 
corrected, but this bill was no rem edy.

Mr. W alker’s amendment was rejected, 
one of Mr. Dupre's, reducing the price to 
80 adopted, and the bill went over on a 
failure io suspend the rules.

The House then continued with the cal 
endar till the hour of adjournm ent.

[Special Cerreapor.ileuce of th e  Republican.]

O C R  W A S H IN G T O N  L E T T E R .

A m es C h u rch  F e s t iv a l .

The good ladies who preside over the 
destinies of Ames Ch ireh are determ ined 
tha t the un rubers and guests of this llou 
isi.ing denomination shall not suffer for 
want of creature comforts. Tiisy are, there
fore, about to come to the front with 
another of those charm ing social festivals 
for which tli«y are already famous. We 
learn th a t preparations have been made 
for the reunion to take place on \ \  ednes- 
day evening, a t h tlf-past seven o clock. 
There will he musical illustra tions by a 
select choir, selected readings and other 
literary entertainm ents, and "a supper at 
moderate prices,” during the evening.

Ames Church has nearly recovered from 
its numerous and serious drawbacks, 
and has taken its place among the 
most desirable religious societies in the 
city. The number of regular members 
has largely increased w iihin the past 
year, and there are new accessions week
ly. Since Rev. Mr. Adams accepted the 
pastoral charge, a renewed interest has 
been observed, and the ladies are de te r
mined to put their house in o rder. To this 
end, it is determ ined to fresco the walls 
and ceiling, and add other suitable decora
tions. which will involve an outlay of a tew 
hundred dollars. The expenses will be 
met, in part, by subscriptions, and supple
mented by the results of the little  festival 
appointed for to-morrow night. A few 
hours and a few dollars eau very pleasantly 
and profitably be spent in visiting the 
church on this occasion, and at the same 
time assist some most worthy ladies in a 
good work. _

F in e  C o llec tio n  o f  P ic tu re s  to r  8 a le .

One of the finest collections of oil pain t
ings, engravings and chromos ever placed 
on exhibition in this city, is now open to 
the publio a t No. 100 Canal street, and the 
Messrs. Montgomery, auctioneers, will begin 
th e ir sale to-morrow night. The list em
braces a dozen oil paintings of local in
terest, painted by Mr. II. Rudolph, an a r 
tis t well known to our people. Several 
other tine pieces are from the studio of Mr. 
W. A. W alker. The list of steel engrav
ings, over a hundred in num ber, embraces 
some of the best to be found t'uis side of the 
Atlantic. There are some sixty chromos 
in the collection, most of which are of the 
best workmanship and most interesting 
subjects. The collection is now open to 
the inspection of the putdic.

T h e  T e m p e ra tu re .

Mr. Lonis Frigeno, No. 50 C hartres s treet, 
reports the  w eather for the past two 
days as follows:

February  20—At 8 A. M., 50°; a t 2 P. M., 
70°; a t 6 P. M., 66°.

February  21—At 8 A.M., 64°; a t 2 P. M., 
70°; a t 6 P. M., 63°.

Lowest point during the nights of Feb
ruary  19 and 20, 46°.

Grand Centennial.—For the benefit of 
the  Ladies’ Aid Society of the Sixth Dis
trict, a  calico and fancy dress promenade 
concert will be given a t St. P a trick ’s Hall 
on W ednesday evening next, which prom' 
ises to be a most enjoyable event. The 
band of the Thirteenth In fan try  will be on 
hand, and give a selection from the most 
popular airs, while a num ber of the best 
am ateurs of our city  have volunteered to 
aid in making the entertainm ent well worthy 
of patronage. Independent of these a t
tractions, the concert is given for a charity  
which should receive encouragem ent from 
our liberal people.

If Yod Want Gloves, Go to Kree- 
oer’s.—He always has a complete assort
ment, and when he says a glove is a good 
one, you may rely upon it. A nticipating a 
large dem and during  the Carnival seasoD. 
he has secured an immense variety , irorn 
one to  eighteen buttons, which he is re ta il
ing a t wholesale prices. Kid gloves aud 
gauntlets of all kinds will be foand at 
Kreeget >, No. 149 Canal street, and all a t 
very reasonable prices.

K e r n in e .—As soon as fever manifests it
self begin the  use ot kernine, the  recent 
discovery from the cotton p lant, and in 
a  few hoars i t  will disappear, leaving the 
patl u t  well. I t  can be found a t  Frederick- 
son St H a lt’s, druggists. M. B. Morrison & 
Co., general agente.

W a s h in g t o n , February  16, 1876.
The “everlasting Pinchbaek case,” as it 

is aptly  term ed here, is still tlio all absorb
ing question. Day after day the galleries 
have been filled w ith an expectant au
dience, who have waited patien tly  l’or the 
closing scenes in this rem arkable case, bnt 
the end has not yet been reached, nor is it 
likely to be for many days to come. It was 
cunfidently expected on Monday th a t a 
vote would ba taken on Edm unds’ am end
m ent declaring th a t Mr. PincLbaek is not 
entitled to a seat, and it was owing to Mor
ton’s tactics th a t a vote was co t reached on 
th a t day. W hen it  was announced tha t the 
subject was before the Senate, nearly every 
Senator was in his seat The President pro 
tern, stated  th a t the consideration of Ed 
niucds’ amendment was tir^t in order, and 
glanced over the cham ber to see who pro
posed taking the floor. All remained pas- 
sive, and he proceeded to put the question: 
“All in favor of the amendm ent will signify 
by saying—” In an instant Morton was on 
his feet, for in the brief space during which 
Ferry was putting  the question, the seats 
of three or lour Republican Senators hail 
been suddenly vacated. That they pro
posed dodging a vote was evident, and 
this would have insured the adoption of the 
am endm ent and the r tj  -ction of Mr. Pinch- 
back.

Both Morton and Pinchbaek are ready 
and willing to risk thechaceesof defeat, but 
both are determ ined th a t the Republicans 
shall put them selves on record, if such a 
thing is possible. Morton lin n  proceeded 
to speak “ against tim e.” IPs speech was 
one of the most powerful argum ents yet 
made iu this case, and before its conclusion 
the  Senate went into executive session and 
then adjourned. 1: has not been called up 
since, for t in  reason th a t it was impossible 
to secure a lull attendance of Republican 
Senators.

It is conceded th a t five Republicans will 
vote against Mr. Pinchbaek, viz: Edm unds 
Morrill of Vermont, Dawes, W adloieh and 
C hristiancy: while Paddock, Booth, Morrill 
of Maine and Robertson are classed 
doubtful.

The Dem ocrats are willing to vote on Ed 
m unds’ amendment w ithout debate: but 
should it be voted down they will discuss 
the original resolution, and it will no doubt 
lead to an endless debate, which will only 
result in again carrying the case over, un
less Mr. Pinchbaek adheres to his resolution 
to resign on the first of .March.

Republican and Democratic Senators 
both claim th a t the rejection of Mr. Pinch- 
back would not affect the status of Gover
nor Kellogg and the other State officers 
elected in 1872, but will simpiy show th a t 
in the judgm ent of the Senate the Legisla
tu re  th a t elected him was not a legal body. 
On the other band many Democrats in the 
llouso claim tha t if the Senate takes this 
position, it will be a virtual acknowledg
ment th a t neither Governor Kellogg nor his 
associates on the S tate licket arc entitled 
to  hold their positions, and tha t the legality 
of the one can not be recognized while de 
nving th a t ot the other. Ih u s  it will be 
seen th a t while the Republicans are far 
from being a unit on this question, the 
Democrats are equally divided.

Meanwhile Mr. Pinchbaek is made the 
football of circumstance. No one but those 
who have been on the “ ragged edge" can 
appreciate the stra in  to whiclfc he has been 
subjected. His quiet, unobstrusive deport
ment, together with his manly, unanswer
able le tte r to Senator Merrimun, have made 
him hosts of friends, and while all unite in 
saying th a t the non-adjustm ent ot his claims 
is a gross injustice, none agree as to how 
they can be adj asted.

The Committee on Levees agreed, by a 
unanimous vote, to ask for an immediate 
appropriation, and Mr. Eliis yesterday 
asked permission to tack the appropriation 
to the river and harbor bil1, as it would 
thus be brought betöre the Ilouee a t  an 
early day. This required unanimous con
sent. I t  was not supposed th a t there would 
be any objection to the eaily  consideration 
of a meaeure of such vital importance to 
the States bordering the Mississippi, and 
when Reagan, Democrat, of T txas, rose 
and objected it created universal surprise, 
as it came from a source from w hich no 
trouble was anticipated. Mr. Ellis tbea 
asked permission for the committee to vielt 
the  region subject to inundation, stating 
th a t they would do so a t their own expense. 
Mr. Holman, Democrat, immediately en 
tered  a protest. Both resolutions will be 
offered on Monday next, and will doubt
less pass under suspension of the rules.

I t  is a significant fact th a t the only oppo
sition ye t m anifested ugaiust the proposed 
appropriation has come Irorn Democrats, 
and it is to be regretted  th a t so prom inent 
a  member from the Southwest as Mr. 
Reagan should oppose it. Opposition 
from such a  quarter will do incalculable 
injury.

The committee will reach New Orleans 
in tim e to witness the festivities of Mardi 
Gras. They will go from Memphis by river, 
and carefully  inspect Bonnet Carre and 
other points on the route.

Protests against the  passage of Mr. 
Levy’s bill in regard to the accretions of 
alluvion soil and the m anner of its disposi
tion, are being sent here.

The subject of adjournm ent i9 being 
agitated , and the middle of April has been 
suggested. To those fam iliar w ith the 
work ye t to be done this will appear ridic
ulous, as it will take nearly all the time re
maining between this and the date named 
to pass the legislative and sundry civil, or 
w hat is be tte r known as the omnibus bill, 
to  say nothing of other im portant appropri
ation bills not ye t considered by the Com
m ittee on Appropriations. Add to this the 
debate on the change of tariff, the enrrenoy, 
and bills of public and private  interest, 
and it is evident the suggestion is im practi
cable.

Nearly every committee in the House has 
an investigation on hand. T hat on Foreign 
Affairs will inquire into Mr. Schenck’s con
nection with the Em ma mine; th a t  on N a
val Aff.tirsis eeudiug sab-comm ittees to the 
various navy yards, and is exam ining the  
departm ent in all its branches; the Ju d i
ciary Committee is seeking inform ation 
about Frem ont’s Memphis and El Paso 
railroad ; th a t  on P rin ting  is stirring  np the 
congressional p rin ter, and are  figuring 
aw ay lustily  a t acooun ts  which neither they

nor anybody else can understand ; th a t on 
Postoffioes is try ing  to unravel the  mys
teriös of straw  bids; the Freedm an’s Bank 
comes in for its share; that on Indian Af
fairs is anxious lo know on w hat term s poor 
Lo has been furnished w ith bad whisky; 
w bi'e th a t on the D istrict of Columbia is 
footing up columns of figures th a t they will 
not be able to balance in the  next deoade. 
There are  others, “too numerous to men
tion,” bu t none of them have ye t discov
ered anyth ing  beyond the  irregularities 
incidental to the running of the vast aud 
complex machinery of the governm ent.

Efiorts have been m ade looking to a 
(•bauge of the tax  on tobacco, bu t the  Com
mittee on W ays and Means are unanimously 
opposed to it, and no change will be made 
the present session. INDEX.

A C e n te n n ia l In v e n tio n .

The necessities of the centenuial cele 
braticn in Philadelphia have brought out 
many strange inventions.

Among the numerous plans for making 
the hotel and boardinghouse accommoda 
tious of Philadelphia available to visitors 
during the centennial year is th a t of the 
Hotel and Boardinghouse Associatiou, lo
cated a t No. 721 Arch street.

On the first of May next, according to 
late estimates, the hotels will have a ca
pacity of 25,000 guests, and the  boarding 
houses approxim ating 2500 in number, a 
capacity of 30 000, to which may be added 
a large number of private dwellings addi
tional, which will be opened to visitors if 
necessary.

The hotels, ol course, will be always 
accessible, but w ith the boarding houses it 
id different, they being widely distributed 
and unregistered, and to render this class 
ot accommodations available to visitors is 
the object of the association.

To tb s end there is being kept a t the 
central office a register of all reputable 
boarding houses in the city, which will 
show at any time the vacancies and sehe 
dule of rates of each, and offices will be 
opened a t every hotel co-operating with 
the association or in the immediate vicinity 
where visitors who tail to secure lodging a t 
the hotels will beafiorded a choice of rooms 
and boara a t any ot the  houses where va 
eancies occur, together with a guarantee of 
the quality and costs of the lodgings ottV-red

In connection, aud in telegraph c column 
nieatiou with the central office, the associi 
tion has located twenty-nine branch 
agencies in different parts ot the city, where 
vacancies as they occur, will be registered 
and reported to" tbe maiu office, enabling 
agents a t the hotels or oth r places 
transfer visitors from hotels :h.it are full, to 
hotels and boarding houses where there ate 
vacancies.

I t  has already registered, and is in co
operation with forty-three hotels and more 
than 1500 boarding houses, h iv ing  a capac
ity of 45,000 guests, the number daily in
creasing.

I t has also a t command, through the 
American D istrict Telegraph Company, 250 
messengers to show strangers to their lodg
ings aud for other purposes.

Ihus a t a trilling cost, and avoiding all 
annoyance and disappointint nt, strangers 
can secure such accommodations as they 
desire by applying a t the hotels, or a t the 
office of the association, if desirous of se
curing rooms in advance, by le tter or tele
graph

The above plans were adopted aftpr 
having been subm itted to the proprietors of 
the hotels, who are the best judges ot the 
wants of visitors, and to a  large num ber of 
business firms, and universally approved.

A m usem ents.

The rain of last night seriously interfered 
with all places of amusement. Mrs. Chan- 
frau appeared a t the  Varieties Theatre as 
the outcast wife, Lady Clara, in C. W . Tay- 
leure’s play oalled “Jealousy.” The drama 
is one not unlike th a t of “ E ast Lynne,’ 
and appeals to the sym pathies and better 
feelings ot an audience. I t  was put upon 
the stage with furnishing and scenery in 
the unexceptionable m anner which charac
terizes all productions of pieces a t the \  a- 
rieties, and was effectively acted, aside 
from the character which Mrs. Chanfrau so 
artistically  personates. Mr. F rank Mor 
daunt made a strong part of Alfred, anil 
Miss Annie B 'e ikley m ade as nice a boy, 
William, as one would wish to see. The 
same play will be repeated to-night.

At the St. Charles Theatre, the pleasing 
actor, Edwin Adame, appeared in the  poet 
ieal dram a of “Enoch ArdeD,” which will 
be repeated this evening.

Kelley and Leon’s m instrels are a t the 
Academy of Music. Their performances, 
consisting of a regular first p a rt m instrel 
scene, followed by specialty acts, and con
cluding with a burlesque dram a or opera, 
are similar to those made popular by the 
Buckleys, some years since.

Dr. Hans Bulow will give another of his 
highly entertaining and classic piano con
certs a t Grünewald Hall ton igh t. On 
W ednesday he will give a farewell m ati
nee concert.

I’e rs e v e rn n c e  R o w in g  C lub.

This society, composed of some of the best 
m aterial in our city, organized lor the pur
pose of indulging in boating exercise and 
contending with similar clubs forsuch prizes 
as may hereafter be offered, dem onstrated 
to their friends on Saturday evening last 
th a t they can be good hoots as well as good 
oarsmen. Their ball given th a t evening a t 
Odd Fellows' Hall was a  complete social 
success. The ladies were present in large 
num bers and in the most charm ing toil
ette, while brave men in faultless a ttire  
came in throngs to enjoy the festive occa
sion. The different committees discharged 
their duties in the most prom pt aud cour
teous manner, and an especial degree of 
praise is due to the committee of arrange
ments, of which Mr. John  Fitzpatrick  was 
chairm an, for the adm irable m anner in 
which they performed tueir part.

In  C o n g re ss .
In the  House of Representatives, last 

Thursday, Mr. D arrall, by unanimous eon. 
sent, introduced a bill to compensate Jean 
Louis Comeaux, of the parish of Lafourche, 
Louisiana, tor services rendered tbe gov
ernm ent of the United States in recruiting 
aud enlisting soldiers during the la te  war, 
which was read a first and second time, re
ferred to the Committee on M ilitary Afiairs, 
and ordered to be printed. Mr. D arrall 
also, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill to  relieve the Morgan’s Louisiana and 
Texas railroad, formerly the New Orleans, 
Opelout-as and G reat W estern railroad, 
from oertain conditions imposed by tbe act 
of June  3, 1856, chapter forty-two, section 
three, which was read a first and second 
time, referred  to the  Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed.

C o u rt I te m s .
The Distrust Court room was crowded 

yesterday morning w ith attorneys and 
spectators, who assembled to w itness the 
opening of the court, lor the  first tim e in 
two years.

Hon. E. C. Billings appeared soon after 
eleven o'clock and opened tbe court, with 
Marshal Packard  officiating in person, no 
officers having as yet been appointed.

Many members of the bar took the  occa
sion to cordially congratulate the judge on 
his appointm ent.

The court was immediately adjourned to 
W ednesday, when Mr. John Devonshire will 
preside a t the clerk 's desk.

T h e  P n rn d e  T o -Day.

W ashington’s birthday will be celebrated 
by a parade of the W ashington Artillery 
and the Continental Guards along the fol
lowing streete: From  the arm ory a t St. 
P atrick 's Hail down Camp to Canal; down 
the north side to R am part, south side to St. 
Charles,up St. Charles to Caliope, to Maga
zine, up Magazine to Race and through 
Race to  Coliseum square, where there will 
be a  dress parade. The Continentals ex 
pect to tu rn  out fifty men, and in case the 
weather is favorable the company will be 
photographed. The Continentals will con 
elude the day w ith a ball a t St. P atrick 's  
Hall. A national salute will be filed du r
ing tbo afternoon by the  W ashington 
A rtil le ry .________  _________

K e r r  no d  Cox.

The W ashington correspondent of the 
Baltim ore American  writes:

The eelec'ion of Mr. Cox as Speaker pro 
tern, of the House provoked quite a spirited 
deba'e  to day as to w hether he should sub
scribe to the usual oath th a t he would faith 
fully and im partially adm inister the duties 
oi the office upon which he had entered. 
The motion th a t Mr. Cox take an additional 
oath was made by General Garfield, and 
the real object seemed to be more to get the 
expression of the sense of the House as to 
what would be the status of Mr. Cox it Mr. 
K err’s physical disabilities should end in 
his ilea 'h . As a m atter of fact, the oath 
adm inistered the Speaker is identical to 
th a t subscribed to by members, th a t officer 
beicg first sworn in by the oldest continuous 
member, and in turn  adm inistering the oaffi 
to members by State delegations. The 
question proved one quite vexatious to 
solve, and it was not solved when the pre
vious question was ordered and debate 
cut off. Some of the best lawyers iu 
the House held th a t if Mr. K err should 
never re tu rn  that Mr. Cox would clearly be 
entitled  to re t tin the gavel until tlio end of 
the  session Otherp, with much clearness, 
set forth th a t the selection of a  Speaker 
pro tu n . was not a m atter of law, but mere
ly of propriety, to enable the House to pro
ceed with i's* business in case ot the dis
ability of the Speaker. There is no consti
tution, 1 provision for the election ot a 
Speaker pro tern , the only authority  pre 
scribing such an election being the rules of 
tbe House. I t was developed, also, in the 
course of the debate, th a t the  President 
pro tero of the Senate took no oath of office 
other than th a t of a Senator, and th a t office 
was one crea ed by constitutional pro
vision. All precedents quoted showed th a t 
the  House, in the course of alm ost a  cen
tury, had elected a Speaker pro tem. only 
four times, and in no instance had the  mem
ber elected to the place taken an additional 
oath.

The fact th a t Mr. Cox was not called 
upon to take the oath seems to have re
lieved the minds ot many of his colleagues, 
who would hardly care to  see him the ac
tual Speaker of th e  House. Many members 
to-night incline to  the opinion th a t had he 
subscribed to the oath, he would have been 
the successor of Mr. K err in caso of the 
death of th a t officer. O thers again pooh- 
pooh such an idea, and hold that, if  neces
sary, the House could depose Mr. Cox to 
morrow, or a t any time it saw fit. by elect- 
jUj  pome cue to be the pro tem. presid
io» officer; th a t if Mr. K err should die it 
would then become the duty of the House 
to elect not a Speaker pro tem , bu t a 
Speaker, and the fact of Mr. Cox’s position 
as the tem porary Speaker would EOt euter 
into the question or affect the  rights of the 
House in chousing a successor.

Mr. Biaiue presented the cleverest pre 
cedent iu the case of the election of Mr. 
P.imeioy to succeed Schuyler Colfax. Toe 
la tte r had been chosen Vice P resident ot 
tbe United States, and resigned a  few days 
be tore lie as^uujed his new duties. Mr. 
Pomerov, of New York, was chosen to suc
ceed him, and took the Speaker’s oath, but 
the difference between hie case and th a t of 
Mr C»x was th a t he was elected the actual 
ami not the pro tern. Speaker, and, indeed, 
in tue face ot the tact th a t Mr. Wiison, of 
Iowa, who had been elected Speaker pro 
tem., was a t the time of Pomeroy’s election
holding the chair.

Thtt upar frieudB of tbo Speaker &nd his 
noli;ieal adm irers are quite apprehensive as 
to his physical condition. His fram e has 
wasted away almost to a shadow, and his 
face for the past two weeks has given evi
dence ot much suffering. He has never 
been since elected in a  condition of health 
which w arranted him in undergoing the 
»reat amount of m ental anxiety incident to 
the  position he holds. He has endured the 
responsibilities of his office when he should 
have been in bed under medical treatm ent, 
and only yielded to his physician’s advice, 
or rather demand, to seek rest, when it was 
apparent to him l i n t  he was straining bis 
system too much. He left for New York 
l is t  night, to place himself under in ) pro 
fessional care of Dr. Hammond. His mpst 
annoy i, g ailm ent is a ehroniccatarrh, which 
annoys him incessantly by day, and deprives 
him of sleep a t night. I t  i» quite doubtful 
w hether be vy ill re turn  to duty  before a 
m onth rolls round.

BY T E L E G R A P H
CONGRESS.

S em ite .
Washington, February  21.—Many peti

tions to repeal the  bankrupt act were pre 
sented.

A resolution declaring to-morrow a lega 
holiday passed.

Tbe West Point appropriation bill passed 
with a few trilling amendments.

Several petitions were presented for aid 
to the  Texas Pacific road.

Tbe soldiers of the Seminole w ar petition 
for pensions.

The bill ordering the selling of tim ber 
lands in California, Oregon ai.a Territories 
passed. The Senate adjourned to W ednes
day.

H o u se .
A number of private bills were introduced. 
By Mr. Ellis—To restore to m arket the  

publie lands in Alabama. Mississippi. Louis
iana and Florida.

Mr. Ellis offered a resolution for the  ap
pointment of a sub committee to  v isit and 
inspect the levees of the Mississippi river 
and the region subject to inundation, in 
order to obtain such data  and practical in
formation as may enable it to determ ine 
the necessity and amount of appropriation, 
provided the visit be not made at the publia 
expense. Adopted.

Mr. Townsend offered a resolution in
structing the Committee on Pacific Rail
roads to inquire w hether the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, or any of their officers , 
in connection with capitalists or corpora 
tions have endeavored to transfer the com
merce ot the  Pacific ocean now carried on 

American built ships to English built 
ships sailing under the  British tisg. Adopted 

Mr. Lord offered a resolution directing 
the Attorney General to report by what au
thority  and ior w hat purpose lie recently 
gave instructions to his subordinates, in 
contravention of the long established rales 
relating to the testimony of accomplices in 
criminal actions. Adopted.

The bill to organize the judiciary  passed 
by a  vote of 143 to 102. Its features Lave 
already been telegraphed.

The House adjourned to W ednesday.

WASHIINGTON.

S p a n k e r  K e r r 's  H e a lth .
Washington, February 21.—Speaker 

K err telegraphs Mr. Cox th a t he is much 
be tte r and will leave New Y'ork for W ash
ington a t three o'clock.

N om in a tio n .
Charles H. Payn, postm aster a t Baton 

Rouge.
G one to  P o r t  R o y a l.

Commodore R. W. Shufeldt, ehiêf o  
the bureau of equipment and recruiting, 
left on the Dispatch for Port Rayai to as 
certain the wants of his departm ent a t th a t  
point.
T h e  B u re a u  o f  E n g ra v in g  nnd P r in t in g  •

H. C. Jew ell regularly  assumed charge o t  
the Bureau of Engrav ing and P rin ting  to
day. Mr. Jew ell has been assistan t su p e r
intendent for a  num ber of years.

M a rin e .
The signal observer a t Norfolk reports 

tha t the steam ship Australian, from Mobile 
for Liverpool, with cotton, lost her rudder 
and rudder post, and will come to W ash
ington to repair.

S u p re m e  C o u r t.
In  tbe  ca3e of Lewis, trustee of J a y  

Cooke St Co., against the United S tates, 
the court affirmed the right of the govern
m ent to apply on the la tte r debt the pro
ceeds of collaterals pledged in 1873 by 
Cooke, McCulloch & Co., of London, as se
curity foi the  deposits made w ith them by 
the government, as disbursing agents of the  
Navy D epartm ent, and decided th a t as to  
the sum of £132,000 at th a t time deposited 
with Cooke, McCulloch Ac Co., the govern
m ent is entitled  to priority ont of 
the separate estates of the members of 
the firm of J ay  Cooke »V Co., who wera 
also members of the firm of Cooke, McCul
loch & Co. The court says the governm ent 
is not bound by the bankrupt act, and th a t 
the objection th a t tbe claim was not proved 
in the bankrupt court has therefore no 
force. T hat it is a case of tru s t funds with
held by the trustee from the beneficiary, 
and of which the Circuit Court had original 
and plenary jurisdiction.

In the case of Stone vs. Tow neet ah. from 
Mississippi, decision reversed, w ith direc
tions to dismiss the bill.

S h o r t E x e c u tiv e  S ess io n .
There was a  snort executive eession b u t 

no confirmations.
A L e g a l H o lid a y .

The President has signed the  resolution 
making the twenty-second of February  a  
legal holiday, and issued his proclam ation 
accordingly.

T h e  E le c tio n  C o m m ittee .
The elections committee in the  case o f 

Lee against Rainey, on motion ef Judge 
Paschal suppressed the evidence taken by 
Rainey in M arlborough county, because o f 
non-compliance w ith law.

Tbe motion of General Paine to take the  
evidence of Joseph H. Rainey and others 
to  explain why votes oast for Jam es H. 
Rainey should not be counted for Joseph 
II. Rainey, was overruled.

D is til le ry  R a id s .
The recent raid in Oglethorpe county  

Georgia, resulted in the seizure of ten  il - 
licit distilleries and 15,000 gallons m a sh . 
There have been twenty-one p risoners  
brought in, including a United »States com 
missioner. _______ _________

NEW YORK.

To the Ladies.—Are you preparing for 
the balls of his majesty the King, the gal
lant Mamas and the favorite Krewel Of 
course you are. Then go to M. McAuley. 
No. 161 Canal stree», and see the elegant 
new stock ot spring millinery, bonnets, 
hats, ribbons, flowers, ruches, etc., all just 
received from the best m anufacturers, and 
to be eold a t low prices. This is one of the 
oldest and most popular fashion emporiums 
of our city, where the best of everything in 
the millinery line can always be had.

A P ittsburg  dentist has been sued lor 
$’2500 for pulling cu t the wrong tooth. 
There was considerable jaw about it, and 
as a  compromise the dentist offered to pull 
ont the righ t tooth for nothing; b u t the 
toothache m an preferred pain.

T h e  Impeachm ent T ria l*  in  M IssissipD t

The following is from the Jackson News 
of the nineteenth:

We learn th a t Lieutenant Governor Davis 
has retained ex-Attorney General Morris 
and Met-srs. Brian and Spears and General 
Fitzgerald to defend him in the impeach
ment trial, which will engross the attention 
of the State Senate before many days.

I t  is stated  that, in the event articles ot 
impeaohment are preferred against Gover
nor Ames, Hon. M att Carpenter, Jere  
Black and Dan Voorhees will be present to 
defend his excellency.

These able and distinguished gentlemen 
will make it lively for the impeachers.

T in  F a c to ry  B u rn e tt.
N ew  York, February 21.—The large tin 

factory of Lalance Si Grosjean, a t Wood 
Haven, Long Island, burned. Loss $200,000. 
Four hundred and fifty persons are throw n 
out of employment.

T h e  A d v iso ry  C ouncil.
Both Bowen and Moulton write denun 

ciatory le tters to the advisory council. 
Moulton says: “I am prepared to  prove 
H enry W ard Beecher guilty of udultry  and 
perjury, by evidence both oral and d ocu 
m entary, and th a t if allowed the opportun - 
ity  of producing such proof before the  
council I fail to make goo l this assurance 
then I am willing to be discredited and de 
nonneed by m ankind as a  w retch devoid o 
truth  and honor, and unw orthy of hum an 
association.”

E x te n s iv e  F ir e  on  L o n g  Is la n d .
A fire in the building of the Lalance & 

Grosjean M anufacturing Company a t Wood- 
haven, Long Island, broke out in the f a t  
room. This establishm ent is the m ost 
extensive in the country for the production 
of seamless tinware, japanned ware, porce
lain-lined kettles, etc. Their m achinery 
was the most elaborate in the country, con- 
sisiiog of dies, cutters, etc., and;can not be 
replaced except a t very heavy expense 
The building, together with the storehouse 
which was saved, covered an en tire  block .

The stock in storehouse which was saved 
together with the building, is valued a  * 
$200,000. The other buildings were en tire ly  
destroyed. Tbe machinery is valued a t 
$200,000; the buildings destroyed a t $150,- 
000, and the stock destroyed a t $100,000 
more. The total loss is about half covered 
by insurance.

A watchman was engaged on the place 
whose duty  it was on Sunday nights to  
s ta r t tires. He had built a fire in the  fa t  
room, where all tin  used in the establish 
ment was dipped in boiling fat, and  had  
gone to another part of the establishm ent. 
I t is supposed some of the fa t boiled over 
and oanght fire, when the flames spread to 
the adjacent woodwork.

FOREIGN.

A monument of coal, 100 fee t high, will 
be p u t up a t the Centennial Exposition 
grounds. This will only odd fuel to the 
fire of national patriotism.

S p a n ish  W a r  N ew s.
Ma d r id , February 21—Telegrams from 

the North announce the Royalists continue 
their snceesssfnl progress. General Primo

(con tin u ed  on e ig h t h  f a o e .J


