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NO R TH ER * POLITICS.

Tb« Foar Political Power« Within the 
American Colon —Their it elation to  
the Approachinc Presidential Elec» 
tion—The R elatloa ot the Negro to the 
Contest, and the Interest H e H as In It.

New Y oke, May 1, 1876. 
There are four distinct forces or powers 

now existing ia separate and distinct 
shapes within the American Union. These 
•arc

First—The Union party.
Second—The Confederate party.
Third—The Catholic party.
Fourth—The negro power.
The Union party Represents all those who 

are Unionists first and last, and who place 
the “Union” idea above everything else, 
without regard to whether the Union 
stands for right or for wrong, lor liberty or 
for despotism. Decatur’s celebrated toast 
expresses the sentiment of the per se Union­
ist. Deoatur said: “The Union right; but' 
right or wrong, the Union.” The Union 
party has its strong bold in the Northern 
States. It is weak in the late slave States, 
among the Southern whites even in the 
border slave States.

The Confederate party is now the dom­
inant political force in each ot the late 
slave States. It is not without its ad­
herents in the Northern States, particularly 
in Now York, New Jersey, and at the West.

The Catholic party is stronger than most 
persons are willing to admit. It is stronger 
than its own leaders care to have known.

The negro power is, also, a thing of 
strength. Its strength consists in the two 
facts that it not only represents a power 
within the Union, but a power also ontside 
of the Union. The Union party of the 
North can control the national government 
if it throws away the negro power as now 
organized as a political power in the late 
slave States. On the other hand this negro 
power in the United States is related by 
race instinct and destiny to the 9,000,000 ne­
groes in the West Indies, the Spanish 
Americas proper, and in Brazil.

In the approaching presidential election 
the Democratic party of the North will 
move along those lines of policy which look 
to union with the Southern Confederates as 
against the political associations of the 
negro. Political reform and -reconciliation 
will form the two battle cries of the Con­
federate Democratic party. This Confed­
erate Democratic party will receive the 
eolid Catholic vote. The few exceptions to 
this will amount practically to nothing. 
Governor Tilden, of New York, will unite 
all these forces thoroughly, and so far as 
personal character can do such an amount 
of “lifting,” he will “lift” the Democracy 
into a position of comparative conservative 
respectability.

llow far the negro is interested in this po­
litical contest depends upon understanding 
iiow much protection he has reoeived during 
the last eight years from the Republican 
party (or rather from the government 
through the Republican party), and how 
much additional outrage and oppression he 
is likely to receive under a Confederate- 
Democratic restoration. The protection 
•which the negro citizens of the South have 
received from the national government dur­
ing the last eight years is something which 
each intelligent, impartial and well-informed 
man can determine for himself. But I fear 
thatAhia protection has not been either ex­
tensive or cfiective. Negroes are sold into 
penal servitude in Virginia, under a so- 
called penitentiary law, within sight of the 
national capital, and yet the government is 
powerless to prevent this injustice. Ho w the 
negro fares in the Gulf States it is u n n e ­
cessary to state. Will a Confederate Dem­
ocratic administration at Washington make 
the present condition of the negro citizen of 
the South worse than it now is? Will a re­
newal of Republican rule for four years 
longer improve the negro's condition?

These questions are important, and pos­
sess a practical virtue for all politicians, 
because the negro voters of the North are 
asking tbemselvee these very questions. 
Not only this, but the. anti-slavery vote of 
the North, which has always gone soldidly 
with the Republican party, will be more 
influenced by the issues and inteftsts 
involved in these questions than by any 
question of reform, or finance, or recon­
ciliation which the Confederate Democracy 
may bring forward. B.

Amusements.
The benefit performances at the Varieties 

Theatre, yesterday noon and night, as a 
testimonial to Mr. Frank Mordaunt, were 
well attended. In the afternoon “Still 
Waters Run Deep,” with the beneficiary 
and Messrs. Pickles and Hawkins iu the 
leading parts, was emoothly acted. 
“Clouds” was played in the evening with 
a strong cast. Fred Toun was exactly in 
the line suited to Mr. Pickles, and the hon­
est man Buddies was acted by Mr. Bean- 
ham as well as that character need he 
played. Miss Carlotta, a bright little actress, 
played Stella, making her first appearance 
in New Orleans. Mrs. F. Mordaunt, to fill 
■out the cast, made her first appearance on 
the stage, modestly assuming the small 
character of Martha, in “ Clouds.’ She 
was well received, and was tendred several 
floral oficrings by her friends. Mr. Mor- 
dannt bade adieu to the New Orleans pub­
lic by making a neat speech.

To-morrow evening, at the Varieties The­
atre, will be given a performance for the 
benefit of M r. John A. S tevens, when will 
be acted the “Dead Heart,” and two acts 
of “ Enoch Arden«” Mr. Stevens is re­
membered as an actor who was a popular 
leading man at the St. Charles Theatre 
some yeirs since.

The Nam eless Force.
Professor Wingard invites everybody to 

go to Milneburg on Tuesday to see him de­
stroy a schooner on the lake by means ot 
•what he calls “ the nameless force/’ The 
trial wiil take place about five o.'clock in 
the aft < : noon, near the pier at the lake end 
of the Pontchartrain railroad. We are as­
sured tb at extra cars will be put on for the 
acccmiiiodaticn of as many as want to wit­
ness this singular experiment.

second Judicial D istrict Court.
A special term of the Second Judicial 

District Court will be held in the parish of 
Plaquemines, commencing Tuesday, May 9. 
Judge Don A. Pardee presiding.

Sedine never fails to ours chills and fever.

AN INTERESTING MEETING. 

Teachers’ Association of New Orleans.
There are about 400 teachers in the pub­

lic schools of this city, a majority being 
ladies. Recently many of the leading 
members determined to band themselves 
together in an association for mutual bene­
fit, and the society at present numbers 
nearly :»00. At the regular monthly meet­
ing held yesterday, Mr. B. Wayne pre­
siding, the subject for discussion was cor­
poral punishment of scholars. At the 
previous meeting three wranglers were 
appointed to produce essays on the ques­
tion.

Before the essays were called for Mr. P. 
Graham read a paper on the oo-education 
of the eexes. He assumed the ground that 
in schools where male and female children 
were taught together and allowed to mingle, 
the morals of the more sensitive would be 
tainted, one reason being that in publio 
schools rich and poor, good and bad, refined 
and coarse, are free to attend, therefore he 
was opposed to the mixing of sexes. He 
mentioned the laot that all great civilized 
nations had laws to prevent mixing of 
sexes in schools, and also contended that 
the penally for mixed schools would be at 
the expense of morals.

The subject ot punishment was called and 
Misa G. I. Lamboume read the following as 
her opinion:

1 have been called on by our respected 
chairman to write concerning school pun­
ishments. Not wishing to be disobliging, I 
have complied with his request, while fu n ­
conscious of my inability to do justice to 
the subject, or to please such an audieaoe 
as 1 see before me. I am willing to con­
tribute my mite to the fund of general 
knowledge, though I can not speak of new 
modes ot punishment, for teachers, both 
ancient and modern, have used successfully 
all the methods that could ever be thought 
of while teaching the young idea how to 
shoot. The ladies here assembled will be 
too courteous to criticise severely my poor 
composition, for they can each tremole, as 
I did, when called upon, not knowing whose 
turn will come next. The ladies are greatly 
in the majority in this assembly, like the 
violets and roses generally are in a well 
cultivated garden, outnumbering the few 
lofty trees, to which I will compare our 
gentlemen teachers. And as the flowers 
can not always remain hidden, so the ladies 
will also bavé to appear and exhibit their 
talents to enhance the attractiveness of 
these social meetings. The gentlemen are 
too noble and high minded, I am sure, to 
ridicule the few remarks 1 shall make, 
and will feel kindly toward me, so as 
to encourage other ladies, who can do 
so much better than I can—one instance 
being our noted poetess, Mary Walsingham, 
from whom we hope to hear soon. But to 
proceed. I shall confine myself only to the 
departments below the principal's, for iu 
the principal’s room the pupils are gen­
erally studious and ambitious, because their 
age renders them sensible. Having al­
ways been very lenient myself toward my 
pupils, 1 am in favor of light punishments, 
especially with girls. If pupils come tardy, 
give them a few tables rewrite while stand­
ing. If talkative during school hours, two 
or three paragraphs to copy at recess will 
silence them. It a pupil drops a Elate or a 
book, let that scholar stand lor a few mo­
ments and hold up the article which was 
dropped. Standing a pupil in the hall for a 
few moments, as the ranks pass out at re­
cess, where the teachers and pupils may all 
see the ofiender, often has a very beneficial 
effect, especially if sisters, cousins or play­
mates pass the child so punished. I have 
noticed that such punishment inflicted once 
has worked like a charm on some sensitive 
natures, while others would never bo 
Effected by that trial, or, in fact, by any­
thing less than a whipping. A torxer 
superintendent once remarked to me that 
when teaching boys be sometimes chose the 
most unruly one for a monitor. The plan 
is a good one, and I have found it succeeds 
admirably, but not in every , case. Place 
confidence in a boy or girl, and the pupil 
will often make a "decided change for the 
better. As for placing a dunce cap on a 
child's bead. I would never think or using 
such an article, for I imagine it is more de­
grading or disgraceful than any other pun­
ishment. Sending a child to the foot of the 
class for a grave offense is a good way to 
cause a change for the better.

The majority of teachers agree that boys 
must have a whipping sometimes, but girls 
are generally so gentle. Except in extreme 
cases I would dislike to use a ruler or a 
strap on the soft little hands of rny girls. 
When the busy feet have ceased to trip 
over my schoolroom floor and the delicate 
fingers have been folded in death (as has 
occurred), how happy I felt that I had 
never used the ruler on those same small 
hands. How charming is the simple ballad 
that tell, us of “the crippledjstool,” which 
was, of course, the traditionary three legged 
stool or seat of disgrace for those who gave 
poor lessons, or whose behavior was far 
from exemplary. But I have great faitli in 
simple rewards. To encourage the pupils I 
have at the end ot each month given a re­
ward card for conduct, to the best pupils 
and to those who have shown marked im­
provement ia conduct. Some pupils who 
left long ago have sent me word that they 
etill preserved the cards I gave them, and 
then I think how sweet it is to be remem­
bered by those whom I no longer meet. To 
a few I gave cards at first as encourage­
ment, and some of those pupils are 
now the best in my charge. It is 
a real pleasure to see the smiles 
light up the countenances of those whose 
names are called for the cards of merit, 
who feel that they have been good during 
the month, or who have grown better ; to 
see the bright eyes sparkle and to hear the 
exclamations of delight as the cards are 
handed to the deserving ones. Then some 
pupils come alterward and tell me of the 
nice little presents the home folks bestow 
because the teacher found them good. My 
best scholar receives two dollars from her 
father for her money bank each time she 
has a card of merit. Fearing to weary you, 
I must conclude. If you wish to hear more 
about light punishment, ask our principal, 
Miss Armstrong, who has sent forth to pro­
motion some excellent teachers, namely. 
Miss Simmons and Miss Kendall. And 
now, thanking you for your kind attention, 
I shall retire, leaving the field open to Mr. 
Bourge, who will give ns something bril­
liant, I know.

Mr. C. Hunt, principal of the Elmira 
School, followed, and read the following 
essay:

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen— 
That the subject of school punishments is 
one of considerable delicacy and difficulty 
will be conceded. That there are those who 
advocate the infliction thereof as essential 
to the securing of good government there 
can be no doubt, ana that there are others 
who sternly oppose the measure as being 
not only unnecessary, but also as having a 
tendency to harden and degrade, is 
simply unquestionable. I had rather have 
occupied a listener’s place to-day than to 
oonsume your time with any harangue of 
my own, being persuaded that abler hands 
might more satisfactorily execute the task 
assigned. I shall, however, submit my 
views, and leave the floor to my successor, 
whose riper experience fcnd wider research 
might redound to the edifioation and im­
provement of the association.

1. Punishment exercised by affectionate 
and prudent parents is comparatively an 
easy task, and in their hands the rod is not 
only safe, but sometimes nec eesary, while it 
requires much knowledge of human nature, 
much firmness, gentleness and command of 
temper on the part of the teacher to accom­
plish the purpose or gain the end for which 
ft is infliofed. The teacher’s authority to 
punish has often been questioned, and 
wherever this has been the oase they have 
had considerable trouble in controlling the

school. The authority to inflict punishment 
in general is either by the constitution ot 
God or of civil society. “The punishment 
of the faults and offenses of children by the 
parent,” says Dr. Webster, “is by virtue of 
the right of government with which thepa- 
rent is invested by God himself.” Tÿe 
right to pnnish the offenses of children 
while at school is by common law 
vested in the teacher as the repre­
sentative of the parent for the time being. 
It is the declaration of the law from time 
immemorial that the teacher is in loco par­
entis in the place of the parent. Now, if 
teachers conld always obtain the ready as­
sent of parents to this power delegated to 
them by law, much of their trouble in this 
direction would cease; but when a child re­
bels against authority of school and meets 
with encouragement in its disobedienoe at 
home, the teacher can scarcely hope to sur­
mount the difficulty until his authority is 
established. With the permission of the 
association I will put a case as an illustra­
tion of the necessity of establishing 
authority: A child has committed an offense 
in school; it is of a grave nature, and its 
influence, if not puniehed, will have a bane­
ful effect upon the school. The teacher 
calls him to account, and would exercise 
milder measuo|s, such as reproof, loss of 
privilege, the imposition of a task, etc., but 
tbe child, backed up by its parents at home, 
is altogether indifferent to reprof, is proof 
against admonition, and by its gestures or 
otherwise bids the teacher defiance. IIav-* 
ing exhausted all other means with this 
incorrigible pupil, the teacher takes as a 
last resort tbe infliction of corporeal pun­
ishment, and by the application of the 
strap or rod the child is reduced to submis­
sion for the time being, at least, and if let 
alone would repent and improve. 
Bnt next morning comes and the 
parent accompanies the child to the 
schoolroom, and on meeting the teach­
er salutes him with: “How dare
you, sir (or madam), to castigate and abuse 
iny child?” Notwithstanding the annoy­
ance and mortification this step occasions 
the teacher, he attempts to explain the 
child’s mieconduot; but the parent grows 
furious, and in the presence ot the school 
threatens the teachers removal, dismissal, 
or imprisonment, and unwittingly reveals 
the secret of the child's perverseness. “I 
-want yon to know,” says he, “ that 1 don’t 
correct him myself, and I do not propose 
that yon or any one else shall take any 
such liberty with him.”

Now, Mr. Fresident, we have the highest 
authority for saying that “a child left to 
himself brings his parents to shame,” and 
if the parent does not and the teacher shall 
not correct him, then I submit that in my 
judgment that child has no business iu 
school, for if the teacher yields his point 
and abandons the idea of authority, he may 
be assured that matters will daily grow 
worse. He must now, or never, maintain 
and establish his authority, and thus save 
the school and himself, or succumb to dis­
obedience and rebellion, forfeit the Respect 
.of the entire school, be ever afterward 
stigmatized as a failure, and in the eyes of 
the world who. perhaps, may not know or 
care to know all the circumstances in the 
case, accounted incompetent for office.

One of the most successful teachers that 
ew r lived in this country (I allude to the 
late David Page, of New York, whose 
■writings I have read), says, concerning the 
establishment of authority: “If there is 
reasonable ground to believe that by the in­
fliction of punishment the teacher can es­
tablish order, and thus make himself use­
ful and save the time and character of tbe 
school, he not only has the right, but he is 
bound by duty to use it. The lovers of 
order in the district have a right to expect 
him to use it, unless by express stipulation 
beforehand they have exempted him from 
it. I repeat, then, that it is the teachers’ 
duty to establish authority, ‘peaceably, in­
deed, if he may, forcibly if he must.' ’’

Having shown the necessity for the es- 
tabii-hment of authority, we come to the 
consideration of school punishments, and 
these may be, according to their nature, 
improper or proper.

1. Improper Punishments.—It is evident 
that the mere sensation of bodily pain is 
not punishment unless it be understood to 
be so. for how much pain will a boy sustain 
from his companions at play without a mur­
mur—a certain punishment being the for­
feit ot the game, and thereiore he sup­
presses his torture with the utmost heroism! 
The understanding of the punishment must 
be present, or the mere sensation of bodily 
pain is no punishment to him. Instead, 
therefore, of passing into the understanding 
through the physical department of the 
human being, it should always be prefer­
able to punish as well as stimulate 
the higher sensibilities of the moral 
nature. The teacher should never re 
sort to violent means, as pushing pull­
ing or shaking the shild iu order 
to obtain its attention. Among the 
number of improper punishments are to be 
placed those that from their nature excite 
the feeling in the pupil that an indignity 
has been committed against his person, 
such as wringing the nose, pinching or pull­
ing the ear, twisting the hair, or smacking 
the face or jaws with the palm of tbe hand. 
Equally so is the sustention of wearisome 
bundeus, unnatural and long continued at­
titudes of restraint—standing all day or 
kneeling all day. are exceedingly improper 
and injurious. These are all a resort to 
mere physical force instead of moral incen­
tives, and involve no appeal to a sense of 
honor or duty in the child. They do not prop­
erly assert the authority of the teacher, nor 
do they really produce obedience: on the con­
trary,"they are always wrong, or. at least, 
inex"pedeint. Their infliction implies either 
a wrongful feeling on the part of the teacher 
or promise no wholesome result on the part 
of the pupil, and eliould be most carefully 
avoided.«

The school room should be rendered at­
tractive, not«dreadful, and nothing should 
be allowed that conveys the idea of con­
tinual dread or alarm. If, for instance, a 
boy fears that he might have to stand all 
day, or kneel all day, he naturally dreads the 
place as he would a prison, andtlie teacher 
should not be surprised if, as a result, he 
chooses to bo a truant rather than a per­
petually punished pupil. The idea of con­
tinued dread should not be associated with 
the school. The pupils should know that 
they have the sympathy of the teacher, and 
when punishment is inflicted it should 
never partake of that continuous infliction 
of pain we denominate torture, and never 
administered except in a spirit of mildness 
and deep regret at its necessity.

But if a teacher allows himself to grow 
angry, and by harshness of words, or tone 
or manlier, betrays a want of self-control, 
that moment the pupils’ resentment is 
aroused; he takes the attitude of self- 
defense, and the end for which the punish­
ment is intended is evidently lost. A 
teacher to govern successfully must first 
learn how to govern himself, and it is said 
that “a man will govern more by his man­
ner than in any other way.”

Another form that may be added to the 
list is scolding. This is altogether too 
common, and he that indulges in it will not 
find it very profitable—indeed, he may say 
many things that on reflection will cause 
him regret. Firmness, vigilance and uni­
formity in dealing with children are of the 
first importance. The pupil should under 
stand that the teacher means all he says, 
and the teacher should say nothing that he 
does not mean. For empty and meaning­
less threatening ill. becomes the dignity of 
of a teacher, and indulgence in it will place 
him at discount in the estimation of the 
school. I have read somewhere of teachers 
using language like the following: “Sit 
down, John, or I’ll shiver your top timbers! ’ 
“Attend to your studies or some of you will 
be a head shorter!” “Keep quiet nr you will 
hear thunder!” “I’ll skin you alive!” “I’ll 
shake yon to pieces!” or “I’ll use yon up!” 
These I say I have read, bnt I have person­
ally heard much that would compare with 
those I have read, snoh as: “If I get after 
you I'll make vonr head swim!” “Shut up 
your month or I’ll wear yon oat!” “I’ll put 
a head on von!” or “I’ll send you higher 
than a kite!” with others of the 
same character. Such language creates in 
the mind of the pupil a kind of disregard 
▼erging on contempt. He soon disoovers

that they mean nothing, and adapts his be­
havior to the nothingness of the threat. The 
ohild that has to listen every day to such a

grofnsion of emptiness becomes hardened 
y this scolding process, and will readily 

indorse the recommendation of the black­
smith’s son. A blacksmith, it is said, who 
had been accustomed to scold his family 
qnite too freely, was one day attempting to 
harden a piece of steel; but failing after 
two or three attempts, bis little son, who 
had been an observer of this as well as 
other operations of his lather, is said to 
have exclaimed, “Scold ir, father, scold it; 
if that won’t harden it, nothing else will.’ 

Bnt we close the list of improper pun­
ishments without saying anything of ridi­
cule, which should never once be men­
tioned among school punishments; nor of 
badges of disgrace, which tend to break 
the spirit and demean the pupil; nor of 
any other punishment which alienates the 
affections of the child. I t  will suffice to 
say that they are all highly improper, and 
we gladly turn from them to “at more ex­
cellent way:”

*• We would persuade their h ea rts  to obey,
W ith mil Je»t zeal proceed;

And never tak e  th e  h arsher way 
W hen love will do th e  deed.’’-

I hasten now to proper punishments. 
Among the first ot those punishments 
whioh I should denominate proper is 

The Sympathy of Numbers.—This is a 
measure that, prudently used, will do in a 
school what, without such a principle, the 
parent ean not do at home. If, for in­
stance, at the committal of a transgression 
of a moral kind, such as stealing, lying, 
evil speaking, whioh are oommon among 
children, the teacher, before the iclliotion 
of a punishment, will secure the sympathy 
of the entire school by forming a kind of 
jury trial, causing the pupils to sit as a 
jury in the cause, and to convict, if oonvio- 
tiou is the result, in their judgment, of the 
transgression, it will be feit a most severe 
punishment to the culprit, and a barrier to 
the commission of such offenses to all.

Another plan for the punishment of ordi­
nary misdemeanors is to threaten the child 
calmly, yet firmly, that he will be taken 
from his desk, or seat, and made to stand 
by bimself on the floor while the exercises 
proceed. This is sometimes felt severely, 
and almost nniformly the culprit ceases his 
misconduct, but if the offense is repeated 
and be be actually ordered out from his 
seat, it is rare, if the process is calmly and 
properly conducted by the teacher, in pres­
ence of the school, that the child is not a 
nenitent, before he reaches the floor ; and 
then may be a proper time, tenderly, yet 
firmly, to exercise the whole class, or all in 
the sobool, as well as the offending party, 
on what is tbe offense and the cause of 
punishment.

After remaining for a certain time, ac­
cording to circumstances, the child is per­
mitted to return to his seat, the off ense of 
one affording an apportunity for morally 
training the whole.

2 Kind Reproof,—This is a method whioh 
I doubt not will De admitted by all, for re­
proof judiciously administered is one of the 
most effectual punishments that can be 
used, especially so when administered 
privately, for though the child’s spirit ot 
obstinacy is likely to exhibit itself some­
tim e in the presence of his fellows, yet in 
private the conscience is free to act, and 
the child very readily submits. I have 
known reproof administered in this man­
ner to have tbe same salutary effect even 
on adnlts. Taken by themselves, we spare 
their reputation, and this very circum­
stance gives access to their better feelings.

There|are also other mil 1 kinds of punish­
ments, such as'deprivation of privileges, 
humiliation and restraint, all appealing to 
the pupil’s higher nature, rarely harming, 
but on the contrary admonishing him to 
“cease to do evil" aDd “to learn to do well.” 

Bnt then, there are cases that demand 
severer punishment; as, when the teacher's 
authority is questioned, or he is set at 
defiance, or disobedience is willful, and the 
like, then actual chastisement with the rod 
may be necessary, and I have no hesitation 
in numbering this among proper punish­
ments. The teacher should, however, ex­
haust all other means, have a care to be 
cool and sell-possessed—shonld have no 
other motive thau the child’s good—a 
proper instrument and a proper mode of 
iettetion ehould be adopted. No heavy and 
hurtful weapon should be used—a light 
rule or strap for the hand, and a rod for 
the back.

We tread carefully on this ground, for 
we know it is debatable, and we admit that 
there may be schools that maybe governed 
and teachers that may govern without the 
use of the rod, and we fully and heartily 
indorse that clause of the school law that 
awards preference to the teacher that can 
gevern his school without resorting to the 
rod. But when we consider the many and 
adverse influences that pervade the com­
munity and that press upon the schools, 
the common disregard there is for law and 
order, and the recklessness of youth every­
where—when we think ot the great respon­
sibility we take in training the youth ot to­
day, and how that in after years they shall 
cherish our memories, and condemn or 
approve the course we took with them, we 
can not. I think, cast away the greatest of 
restraints, nor pronounce the continuance 
of the rod impracticable.

This mode of punishment, however, 
shonld be the last resort, and the teacher 
should not apply the rod on every trivial 
offense—not until he is convinced that it is 
a stern necessity, and that the nature of the 
case demands it.

There are in our eehcols as much diver­
sity of character and disposition as there 
are of features, and while 6ome might, by a 
look, be awed into submission, or melted by 
reproof, or made penitent by loss of privi­
lege, or softened by restraint, there are 
others who would stand the test of all these 
ordeals and yet remain inflexible.

It is, then, with the teacher to restrict or 
continue the use of the rod as the gardener 
using the pruning kntfe—only as it is nec­
essary—“training up the child in the way 
he shonld go, so that when he is old he may 
not depart from it.”

What a noble work to be engaged in! 
How high a calling! Very truly, teachers 
are patriots. The teacher that makes him­
self a sacrifice and his life work an offering 
at the altars of humanity lives when he is 
dead—lives in the man, the scholar, the 
statesman whom he trained in his school, 
academy or college; lives in hearts that 
will never forget to beat in gratitude to 
his memory, and in breasts that have 
raised a monument to his memory more 
endnring than brass or marble, more valu­
able than all the wealth of Crœnts, and 
more truly precious than all the diamonds 
of Queen Charlotte. His name is laden 
with honore, and “children’s children shall 
rise up to call him blessed.”

Mr. L. Bourges was the next speaker. He 
believes that punishment has different ef­
fects on different pupils. As" the world 
grows older the rod disappears, the same 
as capital punishment is out of favor in the 
minds of many, and milder forms of pun­
ishment are adopted. The rod should be 
the last resort, and in any case he prefers 
expulsion from school. Inflicting punish­
ment entails good and bad consequences. 
To punish by incarceration, he said, would 
never answer a good purpose.

The president then invited memb-rs to 
freeiy express themselves on the subject, 
but none present cared to make -remarks. 
Mr. Wayne was called on for his opinion. 
He thinks that scolding has its place as well 
as the rod or strap, and that the latter 
should at times be freely used, bnt with 
discrimination. He believes that the rod 
oftentimes elevates a recalcitrant pupil, 
and does not degrade a child’s finer feel­
ings. For comparison, he recalled the story 
of a bad boy who tresspassed on a farmer’s 
orohard, and when in a* apple tree pluck­
ing fruit, laughed at the owner, who threw 
tufts of grass at him to bring him down. 
Harmless grass bad no eifeot, but whan the

farmer began throwing rocks the urchin 
quickly descended. A system of rewards 
Will in a measure do away with the neces­
sity of punishment. A teacher who has not 
a fair knowledge ot human nature ehould 
stand aside for others who have.

Professor Seaman did not advocate cor­
poreal punishment, and thinks it should be 
abolished; the rod spoils the child; kindness 
will accomplish more than force, bnt firm­
ness is a requisite. His experience has been 
that flogging flesh will not inculcate good 
ideas. A pupil who can not be governed 
without whipping should be sent home. He 
stated that in the State ot New York, some 
time ago, corporeal punishment was abol­
ished by law, but a short experience forced 
the law makers to abandon their position 
and renew the right to punish.

Mr. Lowe deprecated corporeal punish­
ment.

Miss M. Carolan expressed the belief that 
if Professor Seaman had to deal with 
scholars younger than those now under his 
charge he wonld perhaps entertain another 
belief about punishment; he would prob - 
ably think as do teachers who have mis - 
chievons boys under their charge.

Mr.F. A. Golden contended that corporeal 
punishment is highly necessary, and that 
snch had been his experience.

Mr. Jovian coincided with Professor Sea­
man.

The executive committee, 'through M r. 
Leche, announced that the next subject lor 
discussion wonld be: “What shonld be the 
qualifications of a teacher?” He also a n ­
nounced that the association's reading 
rooms, No. 82 Camp street, were ready for 
nse.

The first article of the constitution ia some • 
what vague, and Mr. Beahu gave notice 
that he wonld at the next meeting offer an 
amendment. He referred to that portion 
which speaks of membership, and hopes to 
amend so as to make it read that when a 
teacher, a member of the association, shall 
lose his or her position in the public schools 
he or she shall retain membership.

A resolution thanking Messrs. Harper Sc 
Brothers for a liberal donation was 
adopted.

Mr. Golden offered a resolution to the 
effect that this association deeply regret s 
tbe action of the Sohooi Board in refusing 
to elect teachers in the month of June, and 
tbe resolution, which was adopted, appea is 
to the board to reoonsider its action.

The president announced the follow iu g 
committee to solicit subscriptions for the 
reading rooms: F. A. Golden, W. Ezston , 
J. L. Barth, and Misses M. A. Armstrong , 
M. R. Chevallie, I. Simmons, M. V. McCarty 
and G. I. Lamboume.

Mr. Bourges thought a movement should 
be inaugurated to make the positions of 
teachers permanent, and suggested that 
our legislators should be appealed to in 
that regard as early as possible.

Appolntmest.

Acting Governor Antoine has made the 
following appointment: George B. Loud, 
Esq., Brigadier General of Louisiana 
militia.

The announcement of this commission 
will give great pleasure not only to the 
friends of General Load, but to all con­
nected with the militia service of Louisiana. 
His well known energy in all his under­
taking«, his experience and thorough knowl­
edge of his profession, executive ability and 
acquaintance with details, so frequently 
displayed daring the war, will cause a 
marked improvement in any department to 
which he may be assigned.

Assassination Indorsed.
The Amite City Democrat, of May 6, 

copying the special dispatch in the New 
Orleans Democrat of May 2, announcing 
the assaseination at Conshatta, goes on to 
say:

The Twitchell above mentioned is the 
man who took such a promihent part in the 
last session of the Senate, especially in its 
foul impeachment action, and King is his 
brother-in-iaw. Twitchell deserved his fate. 
He has caused more trouble to the people 
ol Red River parish than any dozen men 
within her borders. The other was capable 
of little evil—oulv a tool—and we are in­
clined to have a little sympathy for him.

Comment on the ubove is left to the 
reader. _ _______

For the Centennial.
A party of a dozen or mare prominent 

citizens left by rail last evening for Phila­
delphia, expecting to arrive in time to wit­
ness the grand centennial ceremonies ap­
pointed for the tenth. Other gentlemen 
intended to go with the party, bnt were de­
tained by important business engagements. 
Among those who succeeded in getting off 
were General Hugh J. Campbell, Judge H. 
C. Dibble, Dr. M. A. Southworth, Colonels 
George II. Norton, William Wright, W. F. 
Loan, J. L. Herwig and H. Bonzano. Many 
of these gentlemen will return in about a 
week.

Staub»
At the regular stand, Goldthwaite’s, No 

69 Canal street, Staub has this morning 
more than his usual large stock of miscel­
laneous literature. The Lakeside Library, 
which is growing rapidly into popular 
favor, and this week contains the continua­
tion of Jules Verne's “Mysterious Island,” 
will be found there, in addition to every 
other periodical known in print, and sold 
at New York prices.

Personal.
A dispatch from Coushatta, in answer to 

a question as to the condition of Senator 
Twitchell, contains the gratifying intelli­
gence that: “He is doing finely; left arm 
amputated; medical attendance good.”

Dr. M.‘A. Southworth, resident physican 
at the Mississippi Quarantine Station, and 
Assistant Attorney General Henry C. Dib­
ble, each received twenty days leave of 
absence yesterday.

Information Wanted.
In the national House of Representatives 

on Tuesday last, Mr. Leavenworth, of New 
York, submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, considered and agreed to

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be 
and. he is hereby requested to send to this 
House a copy of any report made to him of 
the official inspection of works going on 
under the grant of Congress to James B 
Eads made since November, 1870.

In all nervous affections, neuralgia and 
diseases peculiar to females, florine, the re 
oent discovery from the cotton plant, is a 
certain specific and never fails. M. B. Mor­
rison & Co., agents.

T B E  JETTY SPECULATION.

Major H ow ell Replies to  Contractor 
Eads’ Attack.

Mr. Eads, the jetty man, having been 
brought in unpleasant proximity to certain 
faots, through the public prints, which it 
has not been for the interest of himself or 
retainers to have go before the people, 
took occasion to make an attack on Major 
Howell, through the columns of the Dem­
ocrat, instead of meeting and disproving or 
explaining the state of affairs at the month 
of the South Pass jetties in a manner to 
satisfy a very natural and strictly reason­
able public curiosity.

In the columns of last evening’s Democrat 
Major Howell makes the following reply: 

Unitsc  Statis Exoixbbr Owes, I 
New Orleans, Mar 6. 187s. 5

Editor Democrat—Your editorial of 
the third instant, elicited by the lengthy 
telegram from Mr. James B. Eads, which 
appeared in the New Orleans Times 
of April 30, has provoked Mr. Eads into 
writing a letter (published in yonr issue of 
the fourth instant) whioh is calculated to 
create a wrong impression on the mind of 
the public.

Mr. Eads is mistaken in supposing that 
because he has a contract to try to improve 
South Pass, this fact bars me irom con­
tinuing to completion a series of surveys 
made commenced under orders received 
two years ago. The series would have 
been incomplete without the recent gang­
ing of the passes and reconoissance of South 
Pass bar.

The results, when fully submitted to the 
public, will greatly interest hydranlio engi­
neers, and go far toward refuting many of 
the absurd statements and theories ad­
vanced by Mr. Eads before commencing 
bis jetties, and on which all his specious 
plans are based.

Perhaps this is the reason why, in his 
usual brow-beating manner, with which the 
people of New Orleans are so familiar, he 
attempts to choke off investigation.

The surveys have been made at govern 
ment expense, because needed to aid in 
solving the great problem presented at the 
month of the Mississippi.

If the results had been available before 
the passage of the jetty contract, it is prob­
able that the country would not have been 
saddled with the adventure.

My charts, observations for velocity of 
currents, amounts of material carried in 
suspension by the river water, and volumes 
of discharge, have always been open tor the 
inspection of any corteons gentleman inter­
ested in seeing them. In this there is no 
impropriety, as Mr. Eads wonld insinuate.

The insinuation in regard to the St. Louis 
telegram is one that no just man would give 
such publicity without first satisfying him­
self as to the facte. I have not seen a copy 
of the telegram; do not know what it con­
tained; bnt I know this, that if the inform­
ation on which it was based came from my 
office, and was honestly used, instead of 
being, as styled, “a malicious falsehood,” it 
was the unpalatable truth.

The more direct charge that my assistant 
endeavored to create among the guests and 
passengers of the Grand Republio an im­
pression unfavorable to the jettiee, is 
equalty without foundation.

After investigating the matter, I find 
these to be the facts: Mr. Collins, having 
completed his field work, in accordance 
with his instructions to return to New Or­
leans as soon as possible, took passage on 
the Grand Republic, paid his fare, simply 
answered questions when courtesy re­
quired it, and was an interested observer of 
tbe solemn farce entitled “Colonel An­
drews' examination.”

There was no volunteered attempt on his 
part to influence the minds of the St. Louis 
delegation against against their “Josh,” his 
work or his teachings.

By implication, the accuracy of the work 
done by my assistants has been brought in 
question.

Mr. Collins has been with me over four 
years. He has worked in the fiald with 
three of my military assistants, who report 
him to me as an accurate, rapid and ex­
tremely conscientious engineer. I place 
full faith in his reports.

Toe results of dredging at Southwest 
Pass are very unfairly presented.

The reDorted mean low tide depth at 
Southwest Pass is introduced in such art­
ful connection with a reported high tide 
depth at Sonth Pass, that the casual reader 
would be led to think the depth of channel 
at the two passes the same; whereas, the 
fact is, that on the day of tbe Grand Re­
public splurge there was at South Pass 
only a channel of twelve feet entitled to be 
oalled navigable, while at Sonthwest Pass 
there was a navigable channel of over 
eighteen feet.

Now, let me give my understanding ot 
the position held by Mr. Eads and the 
opponents of his jetty attempt. It may 
give the public something worth thinking 
over.

I know that between distances two and 
a half and seven and a half miles sea­
ward of the outer end of his jetties the 
Gulf has shoaled at a rate which, if con­
tinued, will in eighteen high water seasons 
bring the Gulf bottom to the surface, and 
necessitate the prolongation of the jetties 
at least seven and a half miles.

I know that on the day the Grand Re­
public visited South Pass the nucleus of a 
now bar existed 1000 feet in front of the 
jetties, and that a shoal had made out 
from the end ol the west jetty 380 feet to­
ward this and diagonally aoross the front 
of the jetties.

I know that since tbe commencement of 
the jetty work the low water cross section 
of South Pass, pne mile below its head, has 
been diminished one-sixth; that the velocity 
at this point has relatively decreased, and 
that the volume of discharge of the pass 
whioh, before commencement of the jetties, 
was found to be fifteen per cent of the total 
discharge of the three passes, is now but 
eleven per cent. Mr. Eids has probably 
discovered these facts, having such a seri­
ous bearing on the ultimate success of his 
work, and knowing that they will soon be 
made public through official channels, 
seeks in advance to break their force by 
crying out “malice,” “falsehood,” etc.

Since the passage of the late jetty con­
tract those opponents of the experiment 
who took part in tne discussions preceding 
passage of the contract, considered first 
that they were in no way responsible for 
the experiment. Second, that further dis­
cussion would be useless, except so far as 
required to complete that left unfinished by 
the action of Congress. Third, that as the 
experiment had been deoided upon, it was 
every way desirable that it should be car­
ried to completion, in order that a question 
which has embarrassed the month of the 
river problem for forty years, and which 
might do so for an indefinite time to come, 
should be practioally settled one way or 
the other, beyond resuscitation.

Holding these views, no army engineer 
has thrown a straw in the way of Mr. Eads’ 
jetty work.

His “outside speculations-’ regarding the 
closure of the “Jump" and “Cubit’s Gap,” 
and his crude ideas abont the improvement 
of the upper river, have been criticised, 
bat his jetty adventure has been let alone. 
It now appears that it has been let too 
much alone to suit his present purposes.

On my own part this considerate silence 
would not have been broken but for the 
recent insidious attacks of Mr. Eads, and 
after this date I shall feel at liberty to 
either repel further attack or let the vio­
lence of Mr. Eads of itself gradually dis­
gust the public.

In closing, I offer an opinion, which per­
haps I am not alone in holding.

The repeated cries ol “success” which we 
have heard from the very commencement 
of the jetties are deceitful. There oan be 
no success except of a United States treas­
ury raid until it is ascertained that the jet­
ties are of a permanent character and af­
ford something more than a temporary out­
let to the oommerce of the Mississippi val­
ley. I am, sir, very

Captain of Engineers, United States Army.

BY TELEGRAPH.
CONOBESS.

Senate.
Washington, May 6 —The Chair laid be­

fore the Senate a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury regarding the tax 
on capital {and deposits of savings institu­
tions.

The Impeachment.
Messrs. Jenks and Hoar, in behalf of the 

managers, addressed the 8enate. Mr. 
Knott, who was unwell, will eonolnde his 
argument Monday, when Mr. Biaok will 
eonolnde and the Senate will take the 
question of jurisdiction. An adjournment 
was then indulged in.

H ouse.
Mr. Lemoyne was seated. *
Mr. Vance offered a resolution directing 

inquiry regarding the lease of public offices 
at Asheville, North Carolina. Adopted.

A resolution authorizing the nse of tents 
and camp equipage for veterans of the 
wars of 1812 and Mexico at the centennial 
passed.

The Military Committee reported a bill 
to promote the efficiency of the army, with 
amendments. Ordered printed and recom­
mitted.

Mr. Gunter introduced a bill for the dis­
position of the Hot Springs reservation.

Mr. Gibson—To establish marine schools 
at Arlington, North Carolina; Charleston. 
Savannan, Mobile, New Orleans and Gal­
veston.

Postoffioe appropriation resumed. The 
clause abolishing the carrier system in 
cities under 40,000 was discussed without 
action. Adjourned.

WASHINGTON.

A Plea  for Pardon.
Washington, May 6.—William McKeo 

has arrived from St. Louis with counsel , 
and will present his petition for pardon 
within a day or two.

Expedition the Scattering of S ilver.
Government depositorys have been direct­

ed to pay carrent demands in coin to an 
amount equal to the silver on hand when 
the special resumption act passed.

Exemptions from Stamp T ax.
The bill introduced by Mr. Hewitt to­

day exempts from stamp tax savings in­
stitutions having po capital stock and 
doing no other business than investing de­
posits for the benefit of depositors.

Paying In Silver.
On and after Monday checks on the 

United States treasury will be paid in 
silver if desired.

Speaker K err.
Mr. Kerr has gone to Richmond.

No Hope of Pardon.
The only response to the application for 

pardon made to Mr. Dyer in behalf of Mo- 
Kee and Maguire, was received by the At 
torney General to-day by telegraph, and ia 
to the effect that Colonel Dyer had seen the 
judge and they could do nothing at present.

NEW YORK.

Splicing the Cable.
New York, May 6.—A dispatch from tie  

manager of the St. Pierre office to the West­
ern Union here, time, halt-past eight (St. 
Pierre time) this morning, says: Spoke 
steamtug from St. John, making first splice; 
will probably finish in abont two hoars; is 
putting in two miles of cable.

The dispatch steamer leaving St. Pierre 
at half-past seven last evening, was bound 
in at Placentia with ninety-three cable­
grams forwarded from New York.

At fifteen minâtes past eight o’clock this 
morning the manager and superintendent 
at St. Pierre telegraphed as follows: “Placen­
tia will eonnect ns with Heart’s Content in 
an honr or two, certain ”

A dispatch from St. Pierre, dated May 6, 
half-past nine o'clock, says the first splice 
has just been pnt overboard, and paying out 
slowly to connect the other ena, which is 
two miles distant, has beem commenced. 
All is going on well, and the weather is 
fine. Communication with Europe bv the 
Anglo-Amerioan cable will be restored this 
morning.

Evening—Communication with Europe 
by the Anglo-American cable has been re­
stored, and business is transmitted as UBual.

Bank Statem ent.
Loans increased $4,875,000; specie in­

creased $2,750,000; legal tenders decreased 
$3,875,000; deposits decreased $3,125,009; 
reserves decreased $2,000,000.

Coster.
A Herald special from Chicago says 

Caster is en route for his command. He is 
detained here by Sberidan, under instruc­
tions from Washington.

m arine.
The bark Skerryvene arrived here to­

day from Melbourne, December 12, with a 
number of articles for the centennial exhi­
bition. On April 24, in latitude 25° 44 , 
longitude 70° 55', discovered seven feet of 
water in the hold, and making water at the 
rate of fifteen inches an boar. The cause 
not known, but supposed to be rats. The 
leak was stopped by lowering a sail in the 
form of tho vessel which covered the hot 
tom. Two days were spent in pumping 
the water ont.

Cardinal McCloskey’s Illness.
Cardinal McCloskey is rapidly improving. 

He is still at Seton Hall College, bnt ex­
pects to return to New York in a waek 
or so, and resume, in part, his ordinary 
dnties.

Sub-Treasury Balances.
Gold $42,677,055; currency $39,815,914. 

Tbe sub-treasurer paid out $506,000 on ac­
count of interest and $125 000 for bondi. 
Customs receipts to-day $291,000.

The German Sunday Breakers.
The German Amerioan Independent Citi­

zen’s Association passed a resolution de­
nouncing the action ot the oentennial com­
missioners in closing the exhibition build - 
ings on Sunday, as oontrary to the spirit of 
the declaration of independence and th « 
liberal spirit of the age.

Woman’s W ork lor the Centennial.
The Women’s Centennial Union has 

raised $21,161 in this city for a woman's 
pavillion at the centennial exhibition.

The Sw eeney Suit.
The jury for the $7,000,000 suit againsr. 

Peter B. Sweeney was selected to-day.
The New York Cotton m arket.

Daring the week, at the Cotton Ex­
change, cotton has shqwn a material de­
cline, both on the spot and for future de­
livery. In spot there have been but mod­
erate sales. Bayers in the main are satis­
fied by deliveries on May contraots. 
The May notices were rather more 
cumerons than was expected, and 
cotton being forced on the market 
had a depressing effect. Another source ot 
depression has been the dullness of the 
Liverpool market. The market for fntnre 
delivery was at one time favorably affected 
by reports of very coid weather at the 
South, bnt soon relapsed into depression, 
from which it has not yet recovered. The 
sales on the spot for the week ending last 
night were 4663 bales, and tor future de­
livery 192,000 bales.

FOREIGN.

Tbe American Consulate at Samoi 
San F rancisco, May 5.—Dispatches 

been received here from Washington 
placing Foster, Amerioan oonsul at Sa 
and appointing James M. Con, who an 
here to-day by steamship Zsalandia 
Feejee, he having been taken there 
Samoa as a prisoner on board the Bi 
war vessel Barracoota. The dispatch« 
rived in time to go by the sohooner 
May, whioh sailed a few days ago, 
owing to some misunderstanding ab 
without them. A steamer was sent in 
soit of the sohooner bnt failed to oral

[continued on eighth page, j


