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TUB CONUB ES3IONAL, COMMITTEE.

InrM tlfiiioa C m tln e l.
The committee met at ten o’clock yester

day morning and resumed the examination 
of witnesses.

Thomas J. Semmes sworn—Resides in 
the city; is a lawyer by profession; knew 
United States Distriot Attorney Beckwith, 
both before and since his appointment; 
never known of malfeasance in office on his 
part; so far as witness knew, was as honest 
as any district attorney that ever lived; anil 
has been extremely zealous in conducting 
criminal cases; knows Marshal Packard; his 
connection with the marshal has been only 
in relation to civil suits; his office in the 
civil department was admirably conducted, 
according to witness’ opinion.

It. II. Marr sworn—Has resided in New 
Orleans for the last thirty years; is ac
quainted with District Attorney Beckwith: 
knew him before he received his appoint
ment; met him often betöre in civil and 
criminal eases; knew of no irregularities in 
his office; is, in fact, over-zealous in prose
cutions and a formidable adversary: had no 
occasion to complain of the United States 
marshal’s office; knew of no oase of over
charge; United States commissioners have 
frequently committed great abuses in ex- 
tortiog illegal steamboat charges; United 
States Commissioner |Shannon issued the 
first warrants under the civil rights bill; 
several parties were arrested and brought 
to this oitv from St. MartinsviUe and were 
discharged by that commissioner.

Executive session was here called, during 
which the report of the sub-oommittee who 
visited Conshatta was su omitted, Messrs. 
Vance and Woodburn both signing it.

Mr. Gibson informed the committee that 
he bad received a com *>unioation from Mr. 
Euber, who testified on Tuesday, announc
ing his intention of refunding the money 
he received from the Customhouse.

Hugh Swan sworn—Resides in this city; 
was not employed in the Customhouse iu 
1872; signed no vouchers and was not on 
the rolls; in 1874 was engaged on a govern
ment boat at the passes; knows of a Hugh 
Swan being in the directory as a carriage 
maker.

Mrs. Sarah Ferguson sworn—Is the wife 
of George Ferguson; had not seen her bus 
band since he left the city on the twelfth of 
April last; beard from him last about ten 
days ago; he was then in New York; des
troyed the letter; he gave no directions; 
don't know why he went there; received 
three or four letters from him since being 
in New York; is doing nothing in support 
of bis family; made no reference to bis 
return; his brother is in bnsiness here; Mrs. 
Ferguson directs her letters to her husband 
care of the poatoffioe, New York; the latter 
part of May s  man, giving his name as 
George Reynolds oalled at her house with a 
large package for her husband, but as she 
had heard nothing about it refused to 
receive it; Resides at No. 345 Robertson 
street.

To Mr. Conger—Did not know where her 
husband took a bundle of papers when he 
went to Washington; did not know that the 
bundle was the same afterward brought to 
the house; Reynolds said the bundle be
longed to her husband; there were papers 
and proofs of some kind in the bundle her 
husband took away; had some cigars, but 
does not know what he did witn them; 
whether they were sample cigars or not 
could not say; Mr. Ferguson wrote from 
New York that he was there to settle up 
the affairs of his sister after the death of 
his brother-in-law; does not know the name 
of the friend her husband sent the papers 
to; always destroys her husband’s letters 
after reading them; Mr. Ferguson has a 
very intimate friend reeidiog near Morgan 
City.

Augustus Ferguson sworn—Is a brother 
of George Ferguson and a clerk in the drug 
house of Frederickson & Harte; received a 
letter from George ten or twelve days ago; 
threw it away; answered it through the 
New York postoffice; his letter referred 
simply to private matters; as he has lost sev
eral letters bis brother does not write about 
business affairs; have been frequently 
asked, especially by persons in the Custom
house. when his brother would return; 
James Morrison, in the appraiser's depart
ment. offered to bet witness that he was 
now in New Orleans; saw him last when 
he left for Washington; do not know where 
he sent the bundle of papers; Gustave 
Manu, a friend of his brother’s, went away 
with him; believe they separated in New 
York; Mr. Ruiz, who has charge of a light
house at the Old Lake End, is an intimate 
friend of his brother.

General Sheldon here stated that Mr. 
Aikman. auditor of the Customhouse, in an
swer to a letter from the chairman of the 
committee, had submitted the roll of the 
laborers tiled in the snrvevor’s office tor 
October and November, 1875, and tor April 
and May, 1376. The rolls were then sub- 
mitted.

The committee decided that Mr. Aikman 
should make answer personally before the 
oommittee and be examined at some future

**Mrs. M. J. Malvey sworn—Her husband 
was employed in the Customhouse up to 
the time of hie death, at a salary of $25 per 
month: he was a soldier in the Mexican 
war; Mr. Malvey was a subscriber to the 
National Republican ; paid $25 for a share 
in that paper; said he was compelled to do 
so or lose his place. . . . .

Mr. Conger objected to the testimony as 
it was sim oly hearsay. *

Ta Mr. Gibson—Witness declared b erst It 
the owner of the share; went to Mr. Her
wig at a friend’s suggestion and offered the 
share for $15: he refused to take it.

Joseph L. Herwig sworn—Tc Mr. Reilly— 
Resides in the city of New Orleans; is a 
brother of the deputy collector; was em- 
ploved in the Customhouse three or four
Ïears ago; left New Orleans on the third of 

[ay to visit the centennia’; visited Wash
ington on his return.

Question—Did you hear of the committee 
being in session in Washington f 

Answer—I did. .
Q u estio n —Did y o u  v is it th e  committee 

e v e ry  day w h ile  y o u  w ere  th e re  ?
Answer—I did not visit the oommittee at 

all.
Witness left Washington the latter 

part of May; did not leave until the ad
journment of the oommittee to meet in 
New Orleans, spoke to no one who was a 
witness or to be a witness relative to giv- 
inar evidence before the committee; be- 
lieved that George W. Carter was m Wash
ington to represent his brother and certain 
other parties; nothing was said to Mr. 
Moleire about making np a purse to keep 
Mr Fergnson from New Orleans so as not 
to appear before the oommittee; took no 
part, directly or indirectly, in keeping Fer
guson away from New Orleans.

To Mr. Conger—Know no reason why he 
or his brother or any official in the Custom
house should wish Ferguson away.

To Mr. Reilly—Did not know that Mr. 
Moleire wished to obtain a copy of Mr. Fer
guson’s testimony.
* C. A. Whitney sworn—To Mr. Conger— 
Is a resident of this city, and agent for Mr. 
Charles Morgan; have Sequent transactions 
with the Customhouse and Customhouse 
officials concerning entrance and clearance 
of ships and entrance and clearance ot

^S o far a«Mr. Whitney knew of the work 
inga ot the Customhouse, every courtesy 
and facility had been shown him. He knew 
of no fraud or irregularities, and the busi
ness of the Customhouse has been conducted

PIr5 e if c  Reilly—Have a private bonded 
warehouse; never had difficulty in the dray-

* ^o° a/r?°Gibson—Frauds may have been 
perpetrated in the Customhouse without

bTWheeloek sworn—To Mr. Cong«— 
Have reaided in New Orleans since 184J, 
have been in the wholesale drug business 
since 1854; have had to a large extent busi
ness relations with the Customhouse.

The testimony given by- Mr. WneeiocK 
was the same as given by Mr. Whitney. Is 
*  Democrat, and always have been.

Mr. Conger—All over!
Answer—All over.
David L. Ranlett sworn—To Mr. Con

ger—Have resided in New Orleans forty

years; is an importer; testimony the same 
as the two witnesses who preceded him: is 
a Democrat.

Mr. Conger—All over.
Answer—All over.
Mr. Conger hoped the witness would not 

continue so.
To Mr. New—Ths reputation of federal 

officials in the city has been generally good.
Albert Baldwin sworn—Has been a resi

dent of New Orleans for the past nineteen 
years; is a merchant; the business of his 
bouse in its transactions with the Custom
house has been coud noted promptly and 
courteously by the officials—entirely satis- 
tactory; believes the interest ot the govern
ment has been properly attended to; never 
heard anything from other business men of 
the city derogatory to the business man
agement of the Customhouse.

To Mr. New—Simply refers to the busi
ness relations of himself and others.

To Mr. Reilly—There was one instanoe 
where a subordinate was reported, which 
was rectified promptly.

To Mr. Conger—Is now in the hardware 
business; was formerly in the dry goods 
business; imported considerably; everything 
was always satisfactory except the case re
ferred to.

Lambert B. Cain, to Mr. Conger—Have 
been importer of foreign goods for twenty 
years; have called at the Customhouse 
daily; have no complaint to make; no 
obstacle has been placed in the way of im
porters in transacting their bnsiness accord
ing to law; don’t suppose that there is a 
house in the city now or for the last fifteen 
years that has imported more than his.

Ferdinand Detonnier sworn, to Mr. 
Conger—Is an importer of leather; has had 
business lrequently with the Customhouse, 
which has been transacted promptly and 
properly.

C. L. Walker, Esq., attorney for Kur- 
scheeilt A Bienvenu, desired to submit the 
following sworn statement trom J. G. Bien
venu, ot that firm:

New Orleans. June 14,1870.
To the Hon. R. L. Gibson, Chairman, ant the Mem

bers of the Congressional Committee:
Gentlemen—The name of our firm hav

ing, in the course of the investigations of 
your committee, been brought in and made 
the sut ject of some discussion, we desire, 
injustice to ourselves, to present a brief 
statement of the nature and extent of our 
bnsiness transactions with the building and 
construction department of the New Or
leans Customhouse.

Doling the month of May, 1873, at the re
quest ot Mr. J. F. Morse, representing him
self to be the agent of Learnard, Fisher A 
Co., we entered into a contract with that 
firm to perform certain work in the interior 
of the building, the which contract is as 
follows:

Whereas; The undt-rsicu-d, J. F. Morse, sujor- 
mteodenc of the New Oil ans Customhouse, has 
been duly authorized by Learnsrd, Fisher k Co., 
of New York, contractors for fluting the rolnmus 
in the gentrsl business room of said Customhouse, 
to organize anl employ a force of workmen to do 
said work, the said Morse, in pursuance of the 
authority conferred by said contractors, hereby 
agrees with Kursheedt k Bienvenu as foil >ws:

••llie said Kursheedt k Bienvenu, on their psrt, 
agree to put a competent foreman upon the work, 
at $6 per day, and to put not less than ten nor 
more then twelve experienced and competent 
marble-cutters on said fluting, at $4 per day, f.r 
ten hours labor; and the said Moite, on his pait, 
agrees to par or cause to bepaid to sala Kursheedt 
k Bienvenu the rate of wages above specified at 
or near the close ot each month from trie time of 
beg,lining to the completion of their work, and 
said Morse shall have the right for cause to dis
charge the foreman or any of the men employ ed 
oa the work.

J. F. MOBS-'E, Superintendent;
Kl'ReHKkDT k BIENVENU

Few Otieans, May 16, 1873.'’
Under this contract, and on these terms, 

the work was commenced and continued at 
irregnlar intervals nntil October, 1874, 
when, owing to the general reduction in 
labor and vaines, the terms were modified 
so as to allow ns only $3 for each employe 
famished by us.

This was the only contract had by us for 
work in the Customhouse, with tbe excep
tion hereinafter mentioned. It was not a 
contract with the government, nor with any 
official or employe ot the Customhouse, but 
was simply a eon tract between ns and Lear
nard: Fisher A Co., of New York, who are 
understood as controlling exclusively the 
right to do the work under some contract 
dating as far back as 1349, though of its 
terms we know nothing.

Under the above contract was done all 
the work, except in one other transaction, 
which was the laying of the paving in the 
hails or c irridore, for which we contracted 
directly with the construction department at 
so mnch per toot, for which we were paid a 
fair and moderate price, which was without 
any rebate, difcoant or divide of any kind, 
and was in every way strictly legitimate, 
as was onr other work and transactions un
der the.contract with Learnard, Fisher A 
Co.

With the exception of the foregoing pav
ing contract, for which we were paid upon 
voucher, we have never received for our 
labor or workmen furnished or employed, 
any money trom any person other than 
Learnard, Fisher A Co., whom we knew as 
our principals, and as the only parties, ow
ing to their right under some pre-existing 
contract, whom we could deal with or look 
to.

The money due to us for the work was 
paid by Learnard, Fisher A Co., as tbe bills 
and pay rolls were forwarded to them, con
cerning which we submit tbe following 
letter as indicative of the character and 
nature of the business and correspondence: 

N ew  Yo rk , May 16. 187».
Gknti emeit—I am this morning in reoelpt of ad

vice fiom Colore: Morse, superintended. etc., that 
you are willing to go on with the work ou the 
columns, etc., in accordance with the terms sta*e«i 
in my letter to you of the ttrst iustant. Yon w.-ll

F lease comment* as soon as he desires yen to. and 
hope vou will not have to wait long for the 

money which will be promptly remitted to you 
wheuthe appropriation is available and we are m 
receipt ef : he vouchers to collect it. I hope, agree
ably to my request of last week, the department 
will ask the Senate committee an appropriation to 
amend tl e deficiency bill now before them by the 
addition of •  100.000 for tbe continuation of the work 
in the New Orleans Customhouse, which I hope 
will give us the m> uey at an early day. We La ve 
sent and delivered a very expensive and, as we 
think very well finished marule counter to the 
Cuaumhoute, for which the superintendent is to 
fix the price at New Oilcans rates.

If )ou can aid him and ns in determining the 
value, you will oblige youre, very respect fuuy,

C, P. DIXON,
For Learnard, Fisher k Co. 

Messrs. Kursheedt k Bienvenu, New Orleans, Lou
isiana

The men employed by ua all received every 
cent ot the price at whioh we employed or 
agreed to pay them, and we ourselves re
ceived no other nor greater compensation 
than the prioe stipulated in the foregeing 
contract, and we have never paid or given 
any consideration, nor allowed any rebate, 
discount or divide for or with any of the 
officials or any person whomsoever.

Some tew months since, just previous to 
affidavits being made against ns by certain 
ot the workmen who have testified before 
the committee, propositions were made to 
withdraw the charges against onr firm, but 
oonseions of having done no wrong, and 
that as far as we were concerned tbe trans
actions were in every way honest and 
proper, we declined the proposition. 

Resrrectfnlly, e tc ,
KURSHEEDT A BIENVENU.

By J. G. Bienvenn.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 

fourteenth day of June, 1876.
WILLIAM H. HOLMES. 

Second Justice of the Peace, Parish of Or
leans.
Messrs. Stevenson, New and Gibson ob

jected to a sworn statement being received 
by tbe committee. Those gentlemen conld 
appear before tbe committee and be exam
ined if they thought proper to do so.

Mr. Walker then announced to the com
mittee that he would send for these gentle
men for that purpose.

J. J. Hannan sworn—To Mr. Reilly—Re
sides in the city: is foreman for the firm of 
Kursheedt A Bienvenu; was employed in 
that capacity for the firm in the marble and 
stone work, polishing and laying tiles in 
the construction department of the Custom
house; has been eo employed since 1873— 
probably two years and a naif.

A list of the names of the men nnder his 
superintendence was then submitted.

They were paid various wages; paid to 
pood mechanics more than to poor mechan-

^The firm in New York paid in checks;

Learnard, Fisher A Co. haveexclnsive right 
for tarnishing and finishing the New Or- 
leans Customhouse, under a pre-existing 
oontraot

To Mr. Conger—There was no arrange
ment made by Kursheedt A Bienvenn to 
pay Colonel Morse or any other government 
official one dollar of money; the amount of 
the contract pro rata was reoeived as the 
work progressed from Learnard, Fisher A 
Co ; tbe firm in New York wrote to Messrs. 
Kursheedt A Bienvenn that the pay of the 
workmen must be reduced.

To Mr. Walker—Did not solicit the con
tract from Mr. Morse or any one else in the 
Customhouse.

To Mr. Stevenson—Question—How did 
yon come to pay men lees than their names 
showed on the pay rolls t

Answer—The amount as specified on the 
pay rolls bad nothing whatever to do with 
the amount paid the men; some received 
more than $3 per day, some less; the aver
age was about $2 75 each.

Question—What did yon do with the bal
ance !

Answer—We put it in our pockets, sir.
Mr. Reilly here submitted tbe pay rolls 

for Mr. Hannan’s inspection.
Mr. Reilly asked witness how much he 

reoeived per day?
Answer—Ten dollars.
Question—But you are on the rolls as re 

eetving $6.
Answer—I worked for Kursheedt A Bien

venu; the reason why certain men on the 
rolls received less than the amount placed 
opposite their names was that their work 
was not worth that amount; the rolls were 
signed in blank at the offise of Knrsheedt 
A Bienvenu, and returned immediately 
thereafter to the Customhouse; every man 
appeared satisfied with the amount he re
ceived; paid sometimes every two weeks, 
and sometimes every other night; thinks 
the average pay of the men was about $2 75 
per day; bad nothing to say to tbe men 
relative to their pay; thought nothing 
strange that men were on the rolls and re
ceived less than $3 per day, although the 
rolls were filled np for that amount, ae 
some workmen were paid mere and some 
less than $3 per day.

Some workmen whose services were abso
lutely necessary, and who oonld not be 
paid more than $3 per day nnder the pay 
of the government, reoeived more than that 
amount, while others received less; the 
contractors made about twenty-five cents 
per day on each man they employed

The contract between Kursheedt A 
Bienvenu on the one part, and Learnard, 
Fisher A Ce , of New York, represented by 
Colonel Morse on the other part, was here 
read by Mr. Walker.

J. G. Bienvenn sworn.
Mr. Gibson observed that the mandate of 

the Honse of Representatives did not au
thorize the oommittee to investigate the 
business of private persons, and that Mr. 
Bienvenn simply appeared before the oom
mittee at the request of his counsel.

Mr. Bienvenn stated that bis position be
fore the committee was a peculiar one, 
trom tbe fact that be was ander indict
ment by the grand jury.

To Mr. Walker—The firm of Knrsheedt 
A Bienvenn have a contract with the gov
ernment for doing tbe marble and finishing 
work in the New Orleans Customhouse; 
they are sub contractors of Learnard,Fisher 
A Co., of New York, who made the original 
contract with the government.

Witness, C. W. Johnson, appeared with 
an old dilapidated 1 -ukiug blotter or ac
count book, which, he said, contained the 
original constitution and by laws ot the 
secret organization referred to in his pre
vious testimony.

Mr. Stevenson—State the name of the or
ganization.

Witness—I refuse to do eo.
Mr. Conger—I object to Ili9 question at 

this time.
Witness said the organization was not a 

political one, but said that it consisted of 
one hundred and forty men, whose sworn 
duty was to attend the polls on election 
day, see that the election was conducted 
fairly, and investigate frauds by federal 
officials and in the Democratic and Repub
lican parties.

Mr. Gibson observed that the witness on 
Tuesday submitted what he termed a copy 
ef the book demanded by the committee. 
The original book was now in their posses
sion. What disposition did they propose 
should be made of it ?

Mr. Gibson proposed to reoeive it.
Mr. Conger objected to its being received 

before he had first examined it.
Air. Stevenson moved it be first handed 

to Mr. Conger betöre it was handed to the 
chairman.

Mr. Gibson said he should reoeive it.
To Mr. Woodburn—Witness recollected 

nnder what circumstances ha appeared be
fore the committee on Alonday; was ander 
the influence of liquor at the time; did not 
recollect that he told any one he was not in 
a proper condition to appear before the 
oommittee on that day.

Air. Woodburn observed that witness did 
not appear to him to be more ander the in
fluence of liquor then than now.

To Mr. Conger—Had not heard of any 
secret organization since this was organ
ized, whose business was to watch the 
federal officials, etc.

Question—What is yonr definition of the 
word “social” in relation to this dub?

Answer—Well, it is an organization 
where we meet for social enjoyment, recre
ation and picnics.

Question—Is it a Democratic organiza
tion?

Answer—No, it is to t a political organ
ization at all.

To Air. Woodburn—Did not tell any one 
that what he testified on Alonday before tbe 
committee was untrue; did not say to any 
one that be was going to appear before the 
committee and take back all he said about 
the Customhouse.

After being pressed and portions of a 
conversation repeated by Mr. Woodburn, 
witness finally recollected of speaking to 
Mr. Dawson cn Tuesday; saw the papers 
that morning, and was perfectly dumb
founded at what he was represented to have 
said; had no recollection whatever of large 
portions of hi* testimony.

Question—Was the testimony given true 
or taise?

Answer—Well, some of it was true; that 
relating to the Customhouse, of persons be
ing on the roll and receiving money, was 
true; it was also true that one of the du
ties of the organization was to detail mem
bers as spies to watch federal officials and 
both political parties.

Mr. Gibson—Are there any Republicans 
in the organization?

Answer—Yes, sir.
Mr. Conger—How manj ?
Answer—Well, I know one.
Mr. Woodburn—His name?
Witness did not wish to answer the ques

tion, appealed to the ohainnan and referred 
to his oath before the secret organization. 
He was told he most answer the question.

Answer—W. R. Mitchell.
Question—What is the name of the presi

dent?
Witness refused to answer.
He was told that be most answer. After 

awhile he said—Norton.
Question—His initials?
Answer—Charles R. Norton; you’ll find 

out tbe whole thing if I keep telling yon.
Mr. Woodbnrn—That's just what we in

tend to do.
Mr. New to witness—Why don’t you tell 

all yon know about it? Tell the whole thing, 
no matter who it affects. Out with it.

Norton, the witness said, was a porter in 
the store of Wheeloek, Finlay A Co.

To Mr. Gibson—Witness said hs was not 
a candidate on the Republican ticket in 1874.

On being requeetioned, witness said he 
was a candidate in 1874 for president of the 
Tenth Ward Republican Club, but only 
went there one night.

To Mr. Woodburn—There was no vice 
president of the secret organization; Wil
liam Reserve was a member; he was a olerk 
in a cotton press in thisoity; oonld not recol
lect where ne lives; was unable to remem
ber everything; Reserve lived on Seoond 
street, n e«  Ko naseau atreet, on the upper 
aide; witness did not know tbe politics of 
Reserve; another name was William Martin; 
there were only thirty-five in witness’ sec

tion; he oonld not possibly remember them 
all.

Mr. Gibson—Bat yon said they were aU 
at yonr honse tbe other night?

To Mr. Woodbnrn—Coaid not remember 
any more names; there were several dry 
goods clerks and steamboatmen among 
them; would bring tbe book with the names 
entered in it it the committee wished; 
oonld not recollect the name of a dry goods 
olerk or the name of a steamboatman.

Mr. Woodburn—Yet yon said on Monday 
that the majority was composed of steam- 
boatmen.

Witness—So they are.
Mr. Johnson observing that perhaps he 

oonld write some names down which he 
could not think of immediately, pencil and 
paper being tarnished the witness, he 
wrote the following names: Steamboat- 
men—Tournas Armour, Christopher Wall 
and Samnel Whaley. Dry goods clerks— 
William McFadden, Samnel Sullivan, 
Charles McLaughlin and George Smith, 
Jr. Sereeants-at-arms and doorkeeper*— 
George Metoalt, Charles Callahan and Wil
liam Gallaher.

Witness did not know where any ,of them 
worked or resided.

The name of the organization, witness 
said, was “The Young Men's Protective As
sociation.”

To Mr. Conger—H had no other name; 
the constitution and by-laws were made two 
years before witness joined the club as sec
retary or member; the order was not for in
timidation or violence, but simply to see 
that there was a fair election and to prevent 
frauds of any description.

If Mr. Conger understood anything, be 
understood that the society, or order, was 
purely a political one, as tbe articles 
proved.

Witness said it was not intended that the 
organization should take either side in pol
itics. Witness was a Democrat himself.

Mr. Conger—Yes, and they were all Dem
ocrats, except one, it appears; and he has 
not been proved a Republican yet.

Witness said Mitchell voted a white ticket 
in 1874.

Air. Conger—A White Leagne ticket? 
Witness—No, sir; a white tioket—a Re

publican ticket.
Mr. Conger—Article fonr says that the 

members shall be on duty at the polls tq 
see that there is a fair election, “ without 
violence," which inferred that the members 
might U96 violence unless restrained by this 
law.

Witness said each member of the or
ganization could vote for whatever po
litical party he chose; the intention of the 
organization was not to work for any par
ticular political result; the society wae sup
ported by a monthly tax of twenty-five 
cents from the members.

In answer to the same qnestion by 
Messrs. Vance acd Conger, witness said 
that the book handed the committee con
tained the original record of the constitu
tion and by-laws, which still governed the 
order, and that nothing had recently been 
added to or taken from the writing in the 
book.

Tue following witnesses appeared before 
the oommittee of their own accord and re
quest in relation to this matter:

William E. Blake sworn—On Alonday C. 
W. Johnson testified to seeing him receive 
$i20 from the Customhouse in 1872; had 
never received any money from the govern
ment except for serving as a witness before 
the grand jury; the statement of Air. John
son was nntrne.

M. J. Conners sworn—Witness was in the 
employ of the government at the Custom
house as a night inspector; received one 
month’s salary at that time; has cot re
ceived one dollar of government money 
since; the statement made bv C. W. John
son before the committee on Monday that 
he (witness) received $100 from the Custom
house was untrue.

R. H. Marr desired to state to the com
mittee that the first acquaintance he had 
with Mr. Johnson, was a short time ago 
when be asked him to sign a petition for 
the erection of a Democratic wigwam on a 
vacant lot opposite his (Mr. Alarr's resi
dence). that on that occasion Johnson told 
him he knew of parties on the rolls of the 
Customhouse receiving pay and doing no 
work; wbtn he requested him to appear 
before the oommittee and testify to the 
same.

John D. Crawford sworn—To Mr. Ileilly— 
Is entry cletk in the Customhouse and no
tary public; persons employed in the Cus
tomhouse were sometimes sworn by him as 
to the correctness of the vonohe *; knew 
certain parties whose names were men
tioned; others he did not know; does not 
know positively that any of them were em
ployed in the Customhouse in August, 1872.

* EVENING SESSION.
Thomas Smith sworn—To Mr. Conger— 

Has imported goods for the last fonrteen 
years; business at the Customhouse has al
ways been conducted properly and 
promptly.

Auguste Hoffman sworn—To Air. Con
ger—Is connected at present with tbe firm 
of D. H. Holmes A Co., dry goods mer
chants; do a large importing business; 
everything has always been very fair and 
prompt in the way of business with Cus
tomhouse officials: if anything, more so than 
before the war.

E J. Hart sworn—'To Air. Conger—Has 
been a resident of New Orleans tor the last 
thiriy-nine years; has done considerable 
business with the Customhouse, which has 
always been satisfactory; the reputaticn, 
as stated to him from other merchants of 
the city, relative to the conducting of their 
business in the Customhouse was the same 
as the above; is a Democrat.

Question—All through?
Ans wer—A1 way a.
T. H. Handy, sworn—To Air. Conger- 

Have resided in this city twenty-nine years; 
is in tbe liquor business; has had transactions 
with the Customhouse officials; have always 
met with courtesy and had business trans
acted promptly.

Mr. Stevenson here expressed the opinion 
as a lawyer that this testimony was not re
levant.

Mr. New hoped no objections would be 
raised.

Mr. S’evenson did not persist.
Air. Conger observed that occasionally 

the character of lawyers and members of 
Congress were investigated. [ Laughter]. 

Question—Do yon know C. W. Johnson1 
Answer—Well, I know several Johnsons. 
Question—But C. W. Johnson?
Answer—Can not say I do.
Question—To what political party do yon 

belong?
Answer—I am a Democrat, sir.
Question—Sound?
Answer—Yes, sir.
Have he«d of irregularities in the Cus

tom honse.
Air. Reilly asked if witness knew of any 

of the names which he read to him being 
on the rolls of the Customhouse. Witness 
did not.

Question by Mr. Conger—Yonr acquaint
ance is with respectable people, hey? 

Answer—Well, yes, sir; generally.
Charles A. Dngazon, firm of A. Roeherean 

A Co, importers of wines, brandies, sar
dines, etc., sworn—The Customhouse busi
ness of the honse is oondnoted through a 
broker; does not recollect of anything to 
complain of in the management of the Cus
tomhouse so far as the firm of Roeherean A 
Co. has had to do with it.

John H. Rareshide sworn—Was bom in 
New Orleans, and lived here torty years; is 
of the firm ot Rareshide A Maes; is in the 
imnortation business of wines, liquors, etc.; 
so "far as this honse was concerned in its 
transactions with tbe Customhouse the in
terests of the government have been faith
fully attended to.

Qaestion—What are yonr polities? 
Answer—I am just about as big a Dem

ocrat as yon will find in this town.
To Mr. Stevenson—Have yon heard of 

any persons being on the rolls of the Cus
tom honse drawing pay and doing no work?

Anew«—Yes, sir, considerably within the 
last three days through the newspapers.

James Bailey wae sworn and examined 
at great length, and suffered severely in his 
cross-examination by Mesare. Woodbnrn 
and Conger.

The oommittee then adjourned anti] half- 
past nine o’clock this morning.

BY T E L E G R A P H .

T H E  CONVENTION

Great Excitement on the Streets

BLAINE’S LARGE PLURALITY

HIS PROSPECTS OF SUCCESS

THE SPENCER DELEGATION FROM ALABAMA  

RULED OUT.

Xalk of Blaine and. Bristow

POSSIBLE COMBINATIONS

(Special to  the  New O rleans R epublican , j

C in c in n a t i, June 14,1876.
There is great activity among the poli, 

ticians to-night. There is an immense crowd 
of people at the Grand Hotel, where the 
Conkling headquarters are located.

Blaine still has the call by a large plural
ity.

The decision of the committee on creden
tials in favor of the anti-Spencer delegation 
from Alabama, headed by Haralson, is re
garded as a Blaine victory, as it seats his 
friends from that State.

Unless all the opponents of Blaine can 
concentrate upon one candidate before the 
meeting to-morrow, he will probably be 
nominated on the second or third ballot.

A oombinat on between the Blaine and 
Bristow men, with the latter tor Vice 
President, would settle the question at 
once.

On the other hand, if the Morton and 
Conkling men combine they might sue* 
ceed. ________  ________T. G. T.

LA T E R .

O P P O S I T I O N  T O  B L A I N E

A STRONG C O M BIN ATIO N  M A K IN G

DON CAMERON'S HARD LABOR

P O S S IB L Y  H A Y E S  A N D  B R IS T O W

[Special to the New O rleans Republican.]

C in c in n a t i. June 14, 1876, 11:45 P. M.
A very stroDg movement has been de

veloped to-night.
It is said that New York, Indiana, Ohio 

and Kentucky are in it.
Strenuous efforts are being made to bring 

in the Western and Northwestern States, 
with a promise of success in Michigan.

Don Cameron is struggling with the 
Pennsylvania delegation to bring them in, 
and is said to have secured ail but about a 
dozen.

Don is on the war path, determined to 
show what the Camerons can do; but as 
Blaine is sustained by the strong, stalwart 
sons of the West, besides his New England 
friends, it will be a big job to defeat him.

In case Hayes be nominated, Bristow 
may come in for the second place.

_________T. G. T.

ORDER ON THE BORDER

T H IE V E S  H UN Ç  BY M EXIC AN S

B 3 TH  G O V E R N M E N T S  TO ACT IN  CONCERT

L A W LE S S N E S S  TO  BE SU P PR E SSE D

(Special to Ibe New O rleans R epublican.]

San Antonio, Jane 14, 1876.
Information has been received at head

quarters to the effect that General Revuel- 
tas, temporarily in command of General 
Escobedo's forces, caught four Mexican 
cattle thieves near Matamoras, and hung 
them at once.

General Denin, in command at Fort 
Brown, and the Mexican authorities have 
arranged to act in concert in the capture of 
maranders. BEXAR.

ciiveiiv iV A X i.

Inform al .M edina ot the  Louisiana Dele» 
ga llon .

C in c in n a t i, June 14.—A meeting of the 
Louisiana delegation was held. Kellogg 
did not attend, and of those who act with 
him in the party, only United States Mar
shal Packard and Chief of Police Loan, of 
New Orleans, were present. There was a 
general understanding that the meeting 
should be considered informal, although its 
décrions « e  just as binding upon tbe dele
gations as those passed in the meetings of 
other States.

Mr. Pinohback intro luced a resolution 
directing the vote of the Louisiana delega
tion to be cast as a unit on ail questions 
arising in the convention.

Mr. Pack«d objected to the adoption of 
this resolution. He said he was willing to 
cast one vote for Senator Morton, in ac
cordance with the instructions of the State 
convention, but after that he intended to 
vote tor Mr. Blaine aa long as he is a can
didate. Should Mr. Blaine’s name ever be 
withdrawn, he should then vote for the 
President’s candidate. He objected to the 
resolution on the theory that the State con
vention had no right to instrnot the dele
gates farther than as to the first ballot.

Mr. Pinchback is said to have followed in 
a very excited speech. He spoke of Presi
dent Grant in terms ot disrepeot, and at
tributed to the policy he bad pursued the 
present almost hopeless condition of the 
party in Louisiana. The troubles in the
Surty began, he said, on the day when the 

aaey-Paokard Customhouse Convention, 
in New Orleans, refused to admit a 
certain class of Republicans, and en 
forced the refusal by the use of Gatling 
guns. In conclusion he asserted that, amid 
all the corruption and mismanagement 
whioh has cursed the South since the war, 
and for which the Northern adventurers 
who have to so great an extent held con 
trol there are principally responsible, not a 
single negro political thief has ever vet 
been convicted in courts of justice. This 
can not be said of the white politicians. He 
announced Bristow as second choioe.

Mr. Pinohback said he himself wonld 
have been to-day in the Senate of the 
United States had it not been for General 
Grant, Mr. Conkling and others. They 
feared that he wished to bring his wife into 
Washington society, a thing whioh he had 
never contemplated; he had never sought 
to force his family into the social position 
whioh his prominence as an‘ officer of the

State and as Senator elect to Congress 
would entitle them to fill. He asserted 
with great vehemence that he knew what 
he was talking about; he had obtained from 
Senator Morton personally a secret history 
of his senatorial contest, and he was not de
ceived.

A resolution by Congressman Nash that, 
in accordance with instructions of the 
Louisiana convention, tbe delegation vote 
as a unit on all questions in the convention, 
and that Governor Pinchback be spokesman 
of the delegation, was adopted.

T ke Tennessee D elegation.
The Tennessee delegation aid not hold its 

meeting nntil this evening. Three different 
times an effort was made to have a ballot 
for President, and thrice it failed. It is as
certained, however, that there will be ten 
or eleven votes for Bristow, about as many 
for Morton, and the remainder, not a very 
large number, for Blaine.

T he M ichigan D elegation.
The Michigan delegation had an informal 

meeting, at which they resolved that since 
they conld not unite on a first choice, they 
wou d on a second. The feeling was that 
the only person ou whom they conld thus 
agree would be Hayes.

The D elega tlen  of G erm ans.
The German delegate 4 to the convention 

elec «d Judge Dillenhofer, of New York, as 
president, and P. Stroudback, ot Alabama, 
seerstarv. They will report a resolution to 
the convention needed to secure a lull Ger
med support to the ticket.

B laine’s C .aim s.
Blaine’s friends claim the following vote: 

California 9, Delaware 6, Georgia 8, Illinois 
39, Iowa 22, Kansas 10, Massachusetts 7, 
Maijne 14, Maryland 16, Nebraska 6, New 
Hampshire 10, New Jersey 16, North Car- 
oliual 1, Oregon 6, Rhode Island 1, Texas 
4, Tennessee 4, Vermont 2, Virginia 20, 
West Virginia 10, Wisconsin 20, Arizona 2, 
Colorado 6, Dakota 2, Idaho 2, Montana 2, 
New Mexico 2, Utah 2, Washington 2; total 
300J The friends of other candidates do 
not make their votes public-

H ay es’ H opes.
The depression felt among the supporters 

of Morton, Conkling. etc., haa not extended 
co the friends ot Governor Hayes, who 
have been working for him with shrewd 
audacity. Ex-Governor Noyee, who has 
the general planning of the campaign for 
Hayes, is confident that Blaine’s line is 
weakening in many points, and he has 
hopes that a bold dash may break it. He 
is said to have been visited by the ohair- 
men of twelve committees of State delega
tions, .including South Carolina, Virginia, 
New Hampshire, Missouri and Tennessee, 
who gave him assurances ot support for 
Hayes as soon as the first ballot was over. 
The Ohio delegation, at its meeting yes
terday, decided to stick solid to Hayes 
nntil a majority of delegates recided that it 
is useless to continue the struggle.'

A rnmor is afloat that the Conkling, Mor
ton and Bri6to w men will unite to defeat 
Mr. Blaine by nominating Governor Hayes. 
For the viee presidency, tbe men now 
prominently named are Mr. Bristow, Gov
ernor Hayes and Governor Beveridge.

B ris tew ’s B ackers.
There was a large and enthusiastic meet* 

ing of the friends anil supporters of Mr. 
Bristow at Pike’s Opera House last night. 
Hon. J. S. Stevenson presided, and brief 
addresses were delivered by Rev. Dr. Bel
lows. of New York, Rev. James Freeman 
Clark, of Boston, Henry Arnott Brown, of 
Philadelphia, and others. G sorge William 
Curtis occupied a seat upon the platform.

T ke P latform .
It is thought the platform will not be 

strikingly different from that of former 
years. It will declare for hard money, bat 
to be carefully drawn. California insists 
upon a Chinese plank.

T he T em porary  C hairm an .
It has been decided that Hon. Theodore 

M. Pomeroy, of New York, shall ba tempo
rary presiding officer. It was first intended 
to have Judge Stanley Matthews, of Cincin
nati, bat the fact that he is a strong Bris
tow man stood in the way, and a friend of 
Mr. Conkling obtained the honor. Nothing 
is know n as to who will be permanent pres
ident.

T H E  CONVENTION.

Thomas M. Pomeroy was elected tempo
rary chairman. He gave an elaborate his
tory of the achievements of the Republican 
party. He urged adherence to honest 
money.

The roll of States was called, omitting 
the contested States.

A motion that wben the convention ad
journs, it be to eleven o’clock to-morrow, 
when nominations will begin with two 
speeches of ten, or one of twenty minâtes 
for each nomination made, was referred.

The address of the Reform Club was 
read. Mr. Cnrtis’ allusion in the address 
to specie payments was cheered.

A motion was adopted that all addresses, 
resolutions and memorials bo referred with
out debate.

General Logan addressed the convention. 
He said the attitude of the opponents of 
the Republican party shaved the time had 
come again when every patriot should 
brckle on his armor.

The speeches made were ef the usual 
character, with some strong points in favor 
ot hard money and civil servioe reform, 
which were applauded. The greatest 
demonstration was over Mr. Curtis, and 
his reform clnb resolutions. Allusions to 
the late war, freeing 4,000,000, and points 
of that kind, were tamely received. The 
orators made no special allusion to tbe in
dividual candidates.

In forming committees the States and 
Territories with contesting delegations 
were omitted. When Mr. Curtis lead his 
address of June 6 (already published in the 
papers) the dilutions in the address to a 
return to specie payments, the broken 
promises of the President and Congrese, 
and the proposition to put the political 
power of the country into the hands of the 
Democratic party, unices the convention by 
its nominations expresses a determination 
to reform things, generally wore received 
with applanse. Upon retiring from the 
platform Mr. Cnrtis was escorted to his seat 
by a storm of cheers.

A delegate from Missouri—I move that 
the document just read by the gentleman 
be referred to the oommittee on resolutions 
without debate.

A delegate from Montana—I desire to 
amend that motion. I move that the ad 
dress be adopted as the sense of this con
vention.

Cries of “No, no.”
The Chairman—It is referred to tbe com

mittee on resolutions without debate.
Governor Hawley opened his speech aa 

follows:
Mr. President and gentlemen, I wish to 

believe as my gallant and eloquent friend 
(Logan) haa said that the Repnblioan party 
has but to nominate and go home and elect.
I should be glad to believe, expressed in 
so strong language as any sanguine tem
perament conld devise, but I am not sure it 
is precisely so. There has been growing up 
tor some time in the oountry a widespread 
and serious dissatisfaction. It is simple 
common sense to recognize it.- [Applause]. 
An officer going into battle, onaeratanding 
his ground and the power of hia enemies 
[Applanse] is well on his way to victory. 
Now, gentiemeu, when yon have nominated 
yonr candidates and laid down yonr plat
form, if yonr platform expresses, defines 
and propounds sound Republican doc
trines, and yonr candidate be an able, hon
orable, true Republican, I shall go to work 
with all my heart and strength to elect 
him, bnt now is the time, this afternoon, 
this night, to-morrow are precious 
hoars, for yon to decide what yon will 
do and how yon will do it. [Applanse.] 
I enter into no particulars, bnt yon know, 
all of yon, there is not a man in this con
vention who does not know that yon can 
so oondnot yourselves within the next 
forty-eight honrs, that tbe three or four 
months’ work before os will be unavailing. 
[Applanse.]

Governor Hayes, of Ohio, in the course 
of his speech, said, as to ths oandidsto of 
this convention, we ot Ohio ask only that

we fight nobody; we assail no man’s repu
tation; whoever you nominate we will 
try and help to eleet him. [Ap
plause. I All we want is a man in 
the first place who is honest. [Cheers.] In 
the second place we want a man of com* 
prehension enough to know what is right 
and what is wrong. [Applause.] And in ths 
third place we want a man woo is brava - 
and strong enough to carry ont bis convie
rions. [Cheers] Give us a man of great 
puritv of private life and an nnexoepticn- 
able public record, and count on Ohio next 
November. [Great cheers]

Rev. Higland Garnett—Mr. President, 
try in yonr deliberations to put in a little 
plank that will give security to the freed- 
men of the South, that the sufferings which 
tney endured in consequence of the rascal
ity and villainy of the managers of the 
freedman’s savings banks shall be set 
aright. [Applanse] Don’t forget that. 
See that yon do it, and yon will nave tbe 
gratitude, love and respect of that mnch 
injured people.

Mr. Loring, from the committee 'on par - 
manent organization, reported as foil tvs: 
President, Edward MacPherson, of Penn
sylvania; secretary, Irving M. Bean, .of - 
Wisconsin; also a long list of vice presi
dents. Mr. McPherson, on taking the chair, 
made a brief speech. The eommittee < n 
rales reported they were not ready to re
port, ana the convention, at 3:45 P. M., ad
journed nntil nine o’clock to-morrow morn
ing.
A Resum e o f  the  Proceedings am i tbe  

W o rk  to  Follow .
The proceedings of the convention to-day 

were marked by harmony and good na
ture. There were no apparent symptoms 
of the intense eagerness with whioh every
body was looking forward to the business 
ot to-morrow. To-day for tbe first time haa 
anything been said on the subject of rose lo
tions, and even then not as mach as was 
heard in the convention of 1868,

The first reference to the platform was in 
the opening remarks by Governor Morgan 
whose assertion that nothing must be done 
to interfere with the speedy return to specie 
payment, met with applause from perhaps 
one-fifth of the convention and with no ex
pression of dissent. His suggestion con
cerning a six years’ presidential term was 
warmly welcomed by bat a few. After the 
speaking was over the committee on per
manent organization made it report, recom
mending Mr. Edward McPherson for pre
siding officer. The committee’s first selec
tion was Norton Mao Michael, of Philadel
phia, bat he was unwell and unable to pre
side. Both of them are for Blaine.

The committee on credentials will sub
mit its report to-morrow morning, ana tbo 
Alabama ease will have to be disposed ot.

The repefrt of the oommittee on resolu
tions will follow, and then the bnsiness of 
the convention will begin in earnest.

T he S tru g g le  fa r  tb e  N om ination.
So far aa the nominee for President is 

concerned, there is an apparent and ad 
mitted change since yesterday. I t haa 
been to weaken Blaine, bat seemingly not 
for the benefit of any other objective 
candidate. As far as tfie causes 
to which this falling off is attribu
table, they vary witn the preadential 
] »references of the person who states them. 
The Bristow men sav it is dne to the repub
lication to-day of Blaine’s letters to Fisher, 
whioh they claim had never been read by 
some of the delegates, and hurriedly read 
and never thoroughly considered by others. 
Some Conkling men say that it is dne to an 
impression that the nomination of Blaine 
will result in the defeat of ehe Republican 
party.

The Blaine men are said to have 263 votes 
for tue first ballot. His opponents claim 
that that is his entire strength, and that 
he can not gather any more into 
his fold. His friends assert that he he has 
280 pledged votee, though last night they 
put it at near 300. He has thereby a pros
pect of getting about 300 on the first ballot.
A majority of the Pennsylvania delegates, 
they say, is snreiy for him, though Don 
Cameron and his associates, who have 
made tremendous efforts to awing the dele
gation for Conkling, deny it, asserting that 
Pennsylvania is solid for Hartranft. 
and will remain so first, last and 
all the time. This is rartanly in 
accord with the action of the can
ons today. But when it becomes evi
dent that Hartranft haa no ohanoe, from 
forty to forty-eight of the delegates will, it 
is claimed, vote for Blaine. Overtures look
ing to a combination with the Conkling in
terest have been made, bnt were not sne- 
ceeainl. Hartranft’s friends want him at 
the head of the ticket. Their determina
tion in this respect brought about a prom
ise that in the event of Conkling being 
dropped his strength wonld be given to 
Hartranft. ______________

POLITICAL.

M ississippi D ém ocratie Convention.
J ackson, Miss., Jane 11.—The Demo

cratic State Convention had a fall attend
ance. The platform is silent on the cur
rency question. The delegates to St. Louis 
« e  instructed to vote as a unit on all ques
tions, and to vote for the repeal of the two- 
thirds rule. They are not instructed for 
any candidate, but it is known that the 
delegation is strongly for Tilden. Senators 
Bayard, of Delaware, and McDonald, of 
Indiana, who are here on the investigating 
oommittee, will address the convention to
night, by invitation.

T he N orth C aro lina  D em ocrats.
Raleigh , N. C., Jane 14.—The State 

Democratic Convention to-dav nominated 
for Governor Z. B. Vance, of Mecklenburg; 
Lieutenant Governor, T. J . Jarvis, of Pitt: 
Secretary of State, James A Enzlebardt. 
of Wilmington; Treasurer, J. M. Worth, of 
Randolph; Auditor, S. L. Love, of Hay - 
wood; Attorney General, T. S. Kenan, of 
Wilson; Superintendent of Pablio In -1mo
tion, Scarborough, of Johnston.

There was a large and enthusiastic at
tendance. Aunt Abby Honse, an old lady 
eighty years old and lor twenty-five yean 
identified with the party, was invited and 
escorted to a seat among the delegates.

Hon. F. E. Spoker presided. The con
vention adjourned to nine o’clock to-night, 
when delegates will be appointed to St. 
Louis. ______________

CONGRESS.

H an se .
W a sh in g to n , June 14.—Mr. Smith, of 

Georgia, addressed the House, favoring a 
general redaction of the army.

Mr. Felton, of Georgia, spoke on general 
reconciliation.

Mr. Parsons, of Kentucky, discoursed on 
the Texas Pacific railroad.

Mr. Bright, of Tennessee, spoke on cur
rency. ______ _____

W ASHING TO N.

B laine’s O pponents A ctive.
W ashington, Jane 14.—Late private dis

patches from Cincinnati indicate that tbe 
opponents of Blaine have by no means 
abandoned the field to him.

Private dispatches from Cincinnati do not 
express so much oonfidenoe in the suooess 
of Blaine. They maintain no changes to
day.

Ont In n  C arria g e .
Mr. Blain9 was out in a carriage this 

afternoon.
M arshal P a c k a rd ’s S ta tu s .

Marshal Packard, of New Orleans, is a 
Maine man and a personal friend of Blaine, 
and is represented by the people here from 
New Orleans as having been always for 
Blaine.

T he M exican W a r  V eterans.
The veterans of the Mexican w u  livin 

in the far West and extreme Southwest «  i 
fortunate in obtaining free passes to thei 
oentennial reunion. President Stanford, ot 
the Central Paeifio railroad bringe thoet 
from the Paeifio elope from the State line 
of California to Ogden free. The letter an- 
nonnoing the fact was given by Seoretarv 
Kenady to Hon. J. K. Lnttrel, member of

lOMzaron on rousxv fam.]


