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|Preii™iunrics, Protests and Plan of 
Procedure.

Itectoral Vote of Ascension, As
sumption and Avoyelles.

»’resident Wells called the meeting to 
order at halt past twelve o'clock.

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and there being no objection 
they were adopted.

On the part of the deputations from the 
Kurth in the city thera were present, by 
invitation of the Returning Board the fol
lowing representatives ot the Republicans: 
Senator John Sherman, of Ohio: E. W- 
Stoughton, Eeq., ot Xaw York; General 
J. A. Garlield, of Ohio; 0. Parker, Esq., of 
Sew Jersey; General Tattle, of I >wa, and 
me reporter.
On the part of the Democrats there were 

sresent, General John M. Palmer and Hon 
Lyman Trumbull, of 11 iuois; ex-Govt-rcor 
Vilharu Bigler, of Pennsylvania: George 
IT. Smith, Esq., of Wisconsin; lion. P. II 
IVatsoc, of Ohio, and two reporters.

President W< 11a stated that in un execu 
hve session of the board they had estab 
iiçhed certain rules by which they were to 
be governed, and to which the attorneys of 
the ditferent parties would be required to 
strictly adhere.

Assistant Secretary William II. Green 
read the rules, which were as follows:

With a view to regularity and expedition 
in the discharge of the duties of returning 
officers of elections, the following rules are 
id opted for guidance:

1. The returning officers will meet at II 
A. M. each day (Sundays excepted), at the 
place designated for holding their sessions, 
uleee a different hour or place be desig
nated at the adjournment.
«. Upon meeting the presiding officer of 

the board shall order the roll of members 
ailed, and if a quorum be present he shall 
direct the secretary to read the minutes of 
the preceding meeting or meetings, unless 
the reading thereof be dispensed with.
3. Tne secretary shall keep daily an ac

tuate account ot the proceedings of the 
^turning officers.
4. The retnrniug officers will first take 

n, canvass and compile returns troui the 
Hiishes whore no objection is made to 
he canvass or compilation of the votes 
ait at any polling place iu such parish or 
priahee, on account of fraud or intimida- 
am, or other illegal practice; examining 
a this only to ascertain whether the legal 
ârmalities have been complied with in 
aiding theelection and making the returns 
a tne returning ofnoers.
5. That after disposing of the parishes as 

rovided in the preceding rule, that then 
iie returning officers take up the pariehes 
I which objection is made to the vote of 
sy or a:l the poils insucliparish; that they 
tall first canvass and compile the votes at 
le polls ;n sneli parishes to which no ob- 
*tion is made, and then they shall take up 
Be contested polls in Buch parish; provided, 
iat if it become necessary to delay the iu- 
restigation of any such polls on account of

* the absence of witnesses or other evidence, 
tbs same may be continued until a day to

1 be fixed by the returning officers; that the 
returning officers shall uecide at tne time 
they are ready to proceed what parishes 
they will take up first.
6. That all motions made by candidates, 

or their attorneys, or by other persona au
thorized to appear before the returning offi
cers, shall be in writing and signed. All 
irguments presented to the returning effi- 
eers shall be in writing: no oral arguments 
to be allowed.

7. The returning officers, if they think it 
■dvisable, may go into secret session to 
onsider any motion, argument or propo

sition which may be presented to them.
Any member shall have the right to call for 
»cret session lor the above purpose.
8. When any candidate or his attorney, 

ir other person authorized to do so, shall 
present witness before the returning oth
ers. he shall present interrogatories to be 
impounded to such witness, which he shall 
i*ve previously submitted to his opponent,
0 be crossed at least twenty-four hours, 
inless scch time bo named or the cross-in- 
«rogatories put before ths expiration of 
hat time. Iu the examination of wit-
,esses the returning officers may inter- 
ogate witness beyond the interrogatories 
rhen they think it necessary, but neither 
he candidates nor their attorneys shall 
xamine the witnesses before the returning 
ffioers except as above provided.
9. No ex parle affidavits or statements 

ha!! be received in evidence except as a 
omis to show that such fraud, intimidation 
or other illegal practice had at some pc-11, 
requires investigation; but the returns and 
affidavits authorized by law, made by offi
cers of election or iu verification of state
ments as required by law, shall be received 
ia evidence as prima facie.

10. That the evidence for each contested 
poll in any parish, when concluded, shall 
Se laid aside until all the evidence is in 
from all the contested polls in the several 
pinshes where there may be contests, and 
liter the evidence is ail ia the returning 
officers will decide the several contests iu 
teeret session, the parties, or their attor- 
Mya, to be allowed to submit briefs or writ- 
Kd arguments un to tho time fixed ior the 
returning officers'going into secret session, 
tfter which no additional argument to be 
Meived unless by special consent.
Judge Spofford offered tho following 

imendment of rnles, with the remarks ap. 
ended:
On motion of llenrv M. Spofford, of coun- 

dl for William A. Strong and others, can- 
idates on tho Democratic-Conservative 
eket, it is ordered that all the proceedings 
f this board henceforward be had in open 
ission, with leave to interested candidates 
) be present, by themselves or counsel, 
id that a reasonable number of press re- 
arters for each political party be per- 
litted to attend at all times.
Judge Spofford then offered the following: 
Mr.** President and Gentlemen—The 
rsudeur of your responsibilities can not 
» overrated. The eyes ot moro than forty 
fillions are turned to you. Many of them 
kink that the destiny of the repubho for
1 indefinite iuture trembles in tne balance 
ou hold. T1i3 crisis is so grave as to make 
proclamation from tbe President that 

ifiould there be any grounds of suspicion 
t fraudulent counting ou either side it 
louid be reported and denounced at once, 
atire publicity is the only antidote to tho 
fison of “suspicion.” I can see no apology 
r seoresy in any part of your future pro- 
ledings. The statute from which you 
srivo your powers makes no pro- 
sion for private sessions. The habits 
id traditions of the American people 
is opposed to such sessions on such a sub- 
ct. With one voice they ask that no part 
ftais thing be done in a corner, You, 
t. president, remarked the other day that 
>nr fonctions were partly ministerial and 
irtly judicial. The ministerial duties are 
ir and simple. They consist only in the 
îdition and tabulation of votes. There is 
> cal! for privacy in applying tue ruies of 
rithmetio. In performing all the rest ot 
»ur duties, the .judicial duties, publicity is
iperativeiy demanded. It is essential at 
rery 6tage of the investigation, in order to 
*ure a just judgment. . , ,
I implore you, then, to let the sunlight 
"let it 6hine through all your doings, 
opt this order, so that every whisper m 
r chamber mav be heard to the utter- 
at extremity oï the Union. Thus, and 
s only, in my humble judgment, will it

be possible for you to reassure a perturbed 
and anxious country and to establish, 
through all generations, the righteousness 
of your interlocutory rulings and final 
award.

President Wells—I would state that we 
have given to each party of invited guests 
places here with the reporters. They will 
remain with ns during the while of our ses
sion. They will see and examine lor them
selves the opening of all papers, and we 
have laid our rules down for the purpose of 
facilitating our count or our action in the 
matter. We have but a short space of time 
allowed ns—only up to the sixth of next 
month—and we apprehend if we were sur
rounded with a multitude of people we 
shall be disturbed, and our proceedings 
will be extended beyond that time. We 
therefore can not accept the gentleman's 
amendment to our rules.

In reply to the protest filed with us at our 
last session, we have examined it, and we 
answer your protest.

The board bas considered tbe protest or 
objections filed by counsel, and has arrived 
at the following conclusions:

To the first objection, that the act creat
ing the board has the effect of “creating a 
government not republican ia form or char
acter,” seems to us to be a political ques
tion that can only be decided by the C’ua- 
grees ot the United States.

To the second objection, that this board 
is vested with judicial power, which is in 
violation of the constitution, this board is 
rot a court, but a commission appointed by 
the Legislature with special and limited 
powers; it has no jurisdiction to decide eon 
stitulional questions, such as is presented 
ia this protest. It this board be an uncon
stitutional body, tho courts having juris
diction to pass on this question are open to 
any person having the right to contest it.

To the third objection, that this board is 
not legally constituted: The act creating 
this board provides for tbe original organ
ization, and it was originally organized as 
the law directed: all political parties at that 
time organized or recognized were repre
sented on the board: at. that time there was 
no party known as the Democratic-Conser
vative party; there was no provision in the 
law for a reorganization of ihe board; so it 
could not bave been contemplated that the 
board should be changed to suit shifting 
political organizations that might subse
quently be made.

To the fourth objection, that this board 
should not canvass or count the votes ior 
Presidential electors, as there is no law 
giving this board jurisdiction. The law 
creating this board says:

“Sec. 2. That this board shall be the re
turning officers for al! elections held in the 
State.”

This seems to us to cover that for the 
Presidential electors so clearly that there 
is no room for doubt: the objection as to 
whether the “electors” are State or Federal 
officers, is not material.

To the fifth objection, that this board 
can not canvass or count the votes cast for 
Brewster or Levisee as candidate for 
Presidential electors, for the reason that on 
the day of the election they were holders of 
office 4 of trust or profit of the United States, 
and were consequently ineligible to the po
sition of electors. This point will be re
served until the evidence shall be produced, 
merely suggesting that we havo doubts ne 
to whether this board can question the eli
gibility of candidates, our powers being 
ci nliued to the canvass or compilation ot 
the votes.

Colonel /  icharie—Will ycu permit, mo to 
file an additional protest in the case of 
members of Congress, wtiose protest was 
unintentionally omitted the other day; it 
covers the same ground’

President YVelia—'There is no objection to 
it.

Judge Spofford—Yi'ill you allow me to in
quire if the board has been tilled or is full?

President Welis—The board has not been 
filled.

Colonel Zachïrip—Before proceeding 
further, perhaps, I should say that we de
sire—

President Wells—Let ns have no discu. 
siou.

Colonel Zacharie—I desire vo discussion; 
I give notice of a detire to tile a protest to 
your ruling.

President Wells—When you get that 
ruling, bring it forward.

Colonel Zacharie—A protest against the 
adoption of the rules which have been read: 
will you see that we are supplied with a 
copy ot them?

President Wells—You shall be supplied.
President Wells—The name of Mr. Hu. 

Kennedy has been submitted to the board 
to till one of the vacancies iu the board; 
now we know of but one vacancy, this im
plies there muet be more, and we would be 
glad to have some information in regard to 
the question whether the gentlemen con
template insisting upon another appoint
ment after tbe appointment to fill this va
cancy.

General Anderson—I call for the produc
tion of the letter of Louis Bush, vioe pres
ident and chairman ot the Democratic Ex
ecutive Committee, in which the question 
was raised.

[ The letter was read.]
President Weils—We have taken no ac

tion upon it as yet; it will go over subject to 
call.

Mr. Ivenner—I move that it lie over.
Seconded by General Anderson. Carried.
President Wells—If there is nothing fur

ther we will proceed to take up some of the 
parishes.

Colonel Zacharie—I would übe to make a 
protest on the ground that the board is in 
competent.

President Wells—Write out your pro 
test.

Colonel Z icharie—I simply ask now tnat 
I may reserve tho point.

President Wells—I say that the board 
will proceed to business. It will not be fet
tered in its transactions by counsel. If you 
have any motions or any protests, write 
thera out and bring them forward.

Colonel Zacharie.—Will the board delay 
proceedings until I can put in the protest?

President Wells—We can not delay.
Colonel Zicharie—I wish to say that 1 

consider the board incompetent.
President Welle—That is sufficient. We 

will take notice of it.
Mr. Kenner—I move that we take up tbe 

canvass of the returns according to rule 
four.

Colonel Zacharie—1 have a protest on an
other point. It is desired that counsel for 
the United States suporvisors, with the su
pervisors, be allowed to be present, as the 
United States law so authorizes them.

President Wells—Whenever it is neces
sary to have them present we will call for 
them.

Colonel Zicharie—1 have an opinion of 
Sir. Baker on that subject and will file it 
with the board.

President Well ?—File it with tne board.
Colonel Zacharie—I understand that the 

board refuses to admit them.
President Wells—You understand me to 

say so. You understand me to say that when
ever the supervisor tf  any poil ng place or 
parish is required before the board that su
pervisor will be brought lorward; or the 
supervisor asks me.

Colonel Zacharie—I am counsel for some 
of them, and make my request as such.

President Wells—What parish ?
Colonel Zacharie—Orleans.
President Wells—That parish is not under 

consideration.
Colonel Zacharie—Whenever tbe parish 

is called will tho privilege ot appearing be
fore the board be allowed tne?

President Wells—If thew^s aDy contest 
in the parish the counsel foP*the parties in 
inturest will be sent for. Of course, if 
there is any contest in any of the parishes 
that is to bo decided.

Frank McGloin—I think the citizens o: 
Louisiana, interested in this matter, ought 
to have some privileges equal to those of 
the gentlemen who have come here. I 
think 6ome of ns ought to be present as 
well ae they. Our interest is more close 
and nearer.

President W ells-W e have established a 
rule and we must observe it. Whenever 
there is a dispute involving any count in 
doubt, or aay charges of informality, or 
any illegal proceedings had at the ballo.-

ing, the gentlemen will be heard. I have 
stated to counsel that they shall have all 
necessary information, and we will try and 
secure them a room in the building for the 
purpose ot facilitating the placing before 
them such information as is uecessaiy to 
bring them before us.

Mr. McGloin—Will the board under 
Other circumstances permit us to come in?

President Wells—Xo sir. The board will 
go into executive session.

Mr. McGloin—Are we to see tho returns 
of tho parishes ot Assumption and Ascen
sion? I understood we were to see them. 
After we have looked at them we will retire 
until we are sent for.

President Wells—Do von attempt to 
make a contest now? There is a proper 
limit of time specified by law for contest
ing, and we believe that that time has ex
pired. If there is no contest we shall go on 
to count: if there is a contest, we will then 
apprize you of it. We ran not tell whether 
there is a contest until we examine the 
returns.

Mr. McGloin—It may lie that the return 
is not genuine, and for that reason I believe 
that yon will recognize lb at we ought to 
look before the canvass is made.

President Weils—Whenever we doubt 
the genuineness ot a return you shall eeeit.

Mr. McGloin—You may not know it is 
not genuine. Our committee has taken the 
trouble to get duplicates of ail the papers 
tiled here, as they came from the boxes, and 
we have had duplicates of them so far as 
they affect cur interests in the Senate. If 
we compare these papers with the certified 
copies we might detect things that would 
establish them.

General Anderson—Then you would lie 
returning officers as well we are. You tied 
y o u r  returns and we bavo ours. We have 
'ours under seal, and if they look as though 
they had been tampered with in any way 
we will inform you of it; but when they 
come here r » official documents, author 
lzed to be t ken charge of by tho prenor 
officers, we take them as official rlocuoients. 
They are delivered and kept filed in the 
proper offices.

Mr. McGloin—The thing may be tam
pered with, and even an expert can not tell 
you what has been tampered with.

General Anderson—Ilow do you know 
that the boai J has uot been tampered with.’

Mr. McGloin—We will introduce evidence 
to that effect.

General Anderson—Well, when the con
test arises we will hear your evidence.

Mr. McGloin—I submit that we are estop
ped by the action of any of the supervisors 
Detween the time they have deposited the 
papers and the bringing of them here, and 
the will of the people will be defeated by 
anything they may do. It will not take 
more than fifteen minâtes to make an ex
amination.

General Anderson—We are authorized by 
law to do that, and when you submit yonr 
evidence the con' st will be taken under 
consideration by the board, and it will give 
its opinion.

Colonel Z icharie—We desire to make our 
objections to the count of some of the 
parishes.

Gm-ral Anderson—We don’t want yon 
to make objections where there are none. 
The presumption is that the papers are cor
rect. if in proper form and under propel 
signatures.

Colonel Zicharie—We would like the 
opportunity to examine the papers. We 
desire to challenge tho returns and offer 
testimony to 6how that they ought not to 
be considered by the board.

President Wells—I have this to say—it is 
only a repetition of what we have said— 
that you shall be apprised of anything that 
is even suspicious; but we will not consent 
to be hampered by attorneys. We must go 
on with our duties, and we can not consent 
that you shall come in and make a protest 
where tnere is none and we might suspect 
it was for delay. We want to get through 
jast as quick as we can, with as little diffi
culty and trouble as pc'-sible. Therefore 
we must adhere to the ruling that we go 
into executive session und examine the 
papers, and the gentlemen from other 
States and their visitors will remain, and 
they will be mvit 1 to see us open the re
tains. If there is no dispute in the returns, 
then wo take it that the thing is regular.

Judge Spofford—The history of this State 
is that the returns have been tampered with 
before, and these gentlemen, who know 
nothing of us, will be incompetent to de
tect anything of that kind. These other 
gentlemen, who have been perfectly fa
miliar with every palish, interested counsel 
for candidate1, it does seem to we, that 
they should be present to see papers and 
make their objections in time.

President YY ells—You shall see the papers.
Judge Spofford—But we may be met with 

tbe statement that it is too late.
J. R. Alcee Gauthreaux— Will the result 

be announced when the counting is con
cluded by parishes ard wards?

President Wells—Not until the board 
makes up its finding.

Mr. Gauthreaux—Our purpose in making 
this request is to give us an opportunity of 
objecting at the proper time. If, aft9r the 
board has made its finding, we detect that 
something wrong has been done, all doors 
are closed to us, because, under the law 
which tbe gentleman quotes, the action of 
this board is final. Xo court can review it.

President Wells—I told Colonel Zacharie,
I think, on Saturday, that there was no law
yer in court, and hence no snap judgment 
would be tauen. You shall know everything 
that is done.

Mr. McGloin—I suppose when you get 
through, and before you come to your final 
conclusion, you will allow us to look at the 
papers, and if wa detect any such error 
or rascality as there might be, that then 
vou will allow us to offer our evidence, and 
if oar claim is well sustained, you will re
view your action in such parish as irregu
larity is shown?

President Wells—Whenever there is a 
contest, I must adhere to what 1 have said. 
Before we eubmit our finding you shall see 
them.

The president then announced that tho 
board would go into executive session, and 
counsel were expected to retire.

Mr. McGloin asked if he understood that 
the counsel for candidates were ordered to 
retire.

President Wells—If that moans order to 
retire you can put your own construction on 
it, sir.

Judge Spofford, not hearing the request 
for retirement, asked that it be repeated. 
He then said: “I can not reinaiu as coun
sel for my clients, candidates?”

President Wells—You must be governed 
by the rule.

Judge Spofford—And that excludes me?
President Wells—If you consider it ex

clusion, yes.
Judge Spofford—I will leave my protest 

in writing.
President Wells—Send it in.
Judge Spofford—Will there be a door

keeper by whom I can send it in?
President Wells—Yes, sir.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

General Anderson made the announce
ment that such gentlemen as were present 
from both parties, not citizens of tho State, 
were invited to remain. Thereupon the 
doors were closed, and none but the 
Returning Board, invited guests, steno
graphers and officers of the board were 
permitted to remain.

Senator Sherman stated that there were 
five gentlemen on their committee, all of 
whom w e re  present, and. one reporter. They 
did not ask that the privilege be extended 
to others. . . .

The returns of the parish of Ascension 
having been brought in, President Welis in
vited Governor Palmer to take a seat at the 
table with the board and see them open the 
returns.

Governor Palmer—I don’t know &nj- 
thing about them.

President Wells—Anything in the way of 
information we will give you with pleasure.

Mr. Stoughton, on the part of tbe Repub
licans, was also asked to witness the open
ing of the papers.

President Wells, then explained that tue 
supervisor rf  the election puts his name and 
the name of the parish on the papers _ and 
sends them to the Returning Board either

by mail or brings them himself. The board 
keep a book showing how thpy were re
ceived. The returns of the Ascension pre
cinct were received from the returning 
officer himself.

Having concluded his explanation Presi
dent Wells directed General Anderson to 
open tbe returns from Ascension parish.

General Anderson—Is there any protest 
Hgiint the parish of Ascension?

The clerk—Xo, eir.
Mr. Trumbull—Is there no date on the 

package? Does not the register date when 
the supervisor received it?

President We. 1 <—That is done in the par
ish, where they get a certificate of the offi
cers. We keen a minute of everything.

The pedis of tho twelve precincts in the 
parish of Ascension were then examined 
and found to bo regular in Icyra. Acoom- 
panjing the returns was the consolidated 
statement of tho votes of the entire parish, 
to which was attached the certificate of the 
supervisor, Louis jLafert, that the returns 
were correct, sworn to before il. O. Maher, 
parish judge, on ths fourteenth of Novem
ber, 18/ G, and certified to by tho clerk.
. Air. Kenner called upon the clerk of the 
board to produce from tbe Secretary of 
State the record as to who was the super- 
viior of Ascension parish. This was done, 
and it was found that the names on the 
record and the returns corresponded.

Governor Palmer asked to be allowed to 
inspect the returns of the parish under can- 
va-s. The right was lreely accorded, and 
alter having apparently satisfied himself he 
returned them to the board, aud  the board 
began the count, Mr. Kenner reading the 
votes ior the different, candidates in tnu dif
ferent precincts, and General Anderson 
comparing them with the consolidated S tate 
ment above referred to. The result was as 
follows:
Kellogg...........
Buich.............
JllBl-ptl................
Sheldon..............
Murks.............
Levisee...............
Br,-w s te r ............
Jodroia...........

2071 M cEnery.......
2t>7.1 Wicbi-.lTe___
2071 s :.  Mai I iu . ..
21)71 Poche.........
2069 DeBlauc........
207H Seav...............
207:! Cobb..............
207 i Cross.............

.. 1198 

.. 1200 

. .  1198

It appearing that there was a duplicate 
copy of returns from the twelfth precinct 
of the parish under consideration, on the re
quest. of Governor Palmer lor an explana
tion, General Anderson stated that it some
times happened that the original return 
was sent to the clerk’s office and the dupli
cate to tho board.

In answer to G jneral Garfield, General 
Anderson stated that the highest Republi 
Ctsi elector in the parish ot Ascension re
ceived d074 votes; the bigheet Democratio 
elector l'-’OO votes. Also, that the lowest 
Republican elector received 20619 votes, and 
the lowest Democratic elector reoeived 
1197.

General Anderson also stated that when 
the returns were made under the seal of the 
court, and certified by the clerk of the 
cvjrt. the presumption was that they were 
correct, and as they verified tbe returns, 
and used proper care, the opportunity for 
fraudulent substitution was airnost impos
sible. It was very easy to detect anything 
of the kind, because the people of the dit
ferent parishes knew the results of their 
own parishes.

Governor Palmer, at this point, took the 
occasion to say that he deemed it his duty 
to stets that the count of the parish just de
clared conformed in every particular to the 
returns held by his party.

President Wells called for the couut of 
the returns from ths parish of Assumption. 
The returns were accompanied by the cer
tificate of the supervisor, sworn to on the 
sevente >nth of November.

The poll of Assumption parish was com
pare i with the consolidated statt ment of 
that parish, and found to be correct. It 
was declared by General Aaderson, as fal
lows:

........ 1691 M oErerv__ ..  1637
........ 1691 Wickliffe . .. . 168?;

J oseph.............. ........ 1692 St. M artin .. . .  I63*i
M ieldon........... ........ 1692 Poche........... . .  1679
M a rk s .............. ........1692 DeB a n c ---- . 1630
L ev isee ........... .......  1692 Nsav..............
Bn w a te r ......... .......  1(91 Cobb............. . .  1678
Joiiro lu ............ ........1691 Cross............ . 16o0

Mr. Smith, of Wisconsin, stated that the 
Democrats had in their possession a Demo
cratic count, and it tallied exactly with the 
pell just counted by the board.

Governor Palmer desired to know bow 
the board knew there was no contest with- 
out making an examination of the papers. 
Was it because if did not say so on tbe out
side of the wrapper ?

The assistant secretary of the board, Mr. 
Green, explained that the board of super
visors noted under the head of “ remarks” 
in tho consolidated statement, if there were 
any irregularities or anything of that kind 
that was the place where it appeared.

It appeared that the tally sheet of the 
psriah was not in the sealed package of re
turns. It was announced, however, on the 
conclusion of the poll, that it was in the box.

Tbe president then demanded to know 
whether there was a protest against tbe re
turns for Avoyelles parish. None was pre
sented, and the poll of the parish then pro
ceeded, as follows:
Kellogg...............
l îu r c ü ................
Joseph .................
S he ld o n .............
M a rk s ................
L ev isee ..............
B re w ster...........
Jo llro in ...............

..1084 M cE n ery .........
..15(14 W ickliffe.........
..1504 St. M a rtin .......
..:504 Poche.................
..1505 P e B lsc c ...........
..1504 Seay..................
..1505 Cobh..................
..1504 Cross...........

.........1470

..........1471

.........1471
........1471

.........1471
..... 1471
........1470

.........1470

Governor Palmer announced that the 
poll, as given above, difiered from the poll 
in the possession of the Dsmocrats in the 
case of DeBlane, tho latter giving him but 
146!» instead of 1471, as in the above return.

Adjourned until eleven o'clock to-day.

To be Hnnged.
Several days ago Allen Johnaun m ur 

dered Joseph N. GaUney, an old man, in 
Tensas parish, vvhiîh is his second bloody 
crime. Ho was convictod and sentenced 
last June for murder, but made his escape* 
and while at large killed Galtney. He was 
then captured, and the people were so in
censed that they intended to lynch him. 
The authorities of Tensas parish tele
graphed to Attorney General S.eele list 
Sunday, requesting Governor Kellogg to 
sign Johnson’s death warrant and have il 
forwarded at once. Governor Kellogg yes
terday morning signed the warrant, fixing 
next Friday for tlia day for execution. The 
document has been dispatched, and the 
murderer has but a short time to pray lor 
forgiveness <.f his sins.

Personal.
Mr. Howard Carroll, of the New York 

Times, arrived in this city Sunday morning. 
He ia an active correspondent, and has 
shown positive ability in getting at politi
cal facts. By his graphic letters from 
South Carolina and Florida Mr. Carroll has 
greatly aided the Times in the noble and 
fearless course which that popular paper 
has taken during tho present campaign.

Now or never.
Now or never.

Fortune don’t wait.
Fortune don’t wait.

Tickets only $20 in the Extra Drawing 
Tickets only $20 in the Extra Drawing 
Tickets only $20 in the Extra Drawing 

Can win $50,000.
Can win $60,000.
Can win $60,000.

Tbe Temperature.
The thermometer at Louis Frigerio's, No. 

50 Chartres street, for the past two days 
stood as follows:

November 19—At 8 A. M., -13-; at 2 P. 51., 
57°; at 6 P. M., 54°.

November 20—At 8 A. M., 42e; at 2 P. M., 
58°; at 6 P. M., 553.

Lowest point during the nights of No
vember 18 and 19, 38e.

H IS T O R IC A L  R E M IN ISC EN C ES

Jurisdiction of the Returning Board 
sin Understood by Archie Mitchell.

Our Democratic friends will withont 
doubt be grateful to us for giving them the 
views of any prominent man ot their party 
upon ths powers and duties of the Return
ing Board, and the causes for which said 
board may throw cut votes. YY'e append 
the folioivirg from Mr. Archie Mitchell’s 
testimony before the Louisiana investi
gating committee. Mr. Mitchell places him
self equarely upon record as to his views of 
t he jurisdiction of the Returning Board. 
We quote page ”97, Louisiana investigation 
Report :

Question—Do you know anything about 
the parish of Iberville, of whioh we are 
talking.

Answer—I examined that parish person
al! r, ami read the affidavits.

Question—What was the reason, state 
generally, why they were thrown our?

Answer—The reason was because o f in- 
timidation— apprehension for their lires.

Question—Oa me part ot the officers?
Answer—The efficers. That is the sub

stance of the matter, as set forth, in an affi
davit. 1 looked over that generally, 'tne 
documents are here. * '  * *

Question—Were these colored people who 
threatened this violence?

Answer—Ves, sir, it is my recollection 
that they were, but ire counted a lareje num
ber of affidavits, and l may have mixed 
them up some. * * Page oi,»8.

Q uestion -  Are you speaking from hearsay ?
Answer—Jam one of the Returnin'] Board.
Question—You speak from reauing the 

testimony ?
Answer—I am speaking from my recollec

tion of tbe testimony: my colleague did not 
examine it personally a a l did.

As a member of the Fusion Returning 
Board Mr. Mitchell assumed the largest 
jurisdiction for the Returning Board iu the 
matter of its judicial functions. As Repub- 
publicans we are glad to have the concur
rence of so eminent a Democrat as Mr. 
Mitchell iu our views as to the duty of the 
Returning Board and its powers under the 
existing election law.

Jurisdiction ol the Returning Board, ne
Understood by Benjamin K. Forman.
Benjamin R. Forman was a member of 

the Fusion Returning Baard of 1872. The 
returns of that year were canvassed under 
identically the same law in force this year. 
Mr. Forman's views as to the powers of the 
Returning Board are clearly 6et forth in his 
testimony beiore the Senate investigating 
committee. We copy from their report, 
page 77, as follows: *

Question—In making your count of the 
vole, did yon reject any ot those returns?

Answer—Y'es. sir; we rejected a few. Here 
are those we rejected. » * ~ The whole
vote of the parish of Iberia, in consequence 
o' riolcn.ee and intimidation established by 
the affidavits of a targe number o f citizens. 
Tüe whole vote of the parish of St. James, 
because the returns teere incomplete, and be
cause the ballot boxes were taken possession of 
by armed men not authorized to do so. The 
whole vote of the pariSli ot St. Martin, on 
account o f violence and intimidation at the 
polls by United States troops and armed 
bands o f colored men styling themsclces 
deputy United States marshals. There ircrc 
the affidavits of a great number of citizens, 
trhich teas the evidence required by the lair 
for us to act upon.

Mr. Forman evidently had no doubt as to 
the power of the board of which he was a 
member to throw out votes for proper cause. 
The Republican board, acting under the 
same law, will discharge its duties as fear
lessly as the “Forman board" of 1372 did 
theirs. As the Fusionists ia that year jus
tified the action ol their board, they will of 
course see the j ustice of the present Return
ing Board, acting under the same law, do
ing precisely the same thing.

Amusement«.
The great drama of “Rose Michel,” which 

was played at here once by amateurs was 
acted at the Varieties Theatre last night by 
tbe new stock company for the first time in 
this city. The story hinges upon a murder 
committed by the keeper of a wineshop near 
Paris. The wife of the murderer is an in
nocent witness of the tragedy, whioh was 
enacted for the purpose of robbing the vic
tim. The wife’s mouth is sealed that the 
prospects of her daughter, who is about to 
be married, may not be blighted by family 
disgrace. Suspicion falls upon an innocent 
nobleman, whose mother had greatly be
friended the murderer’s wife, Rose Michel. 
Upon Rose falls tho burden of the piece. 
She struggles with the conflicting desires 
to vindicate justice, to denounce a criminal, 
to save a friend and benefactor, to protect 
the heart and hopes of her child. Miss 
Rosa Rand makes the most of this 
strong emotional part. The only moral 
defect in tbe play is put in the form 
of an henest woman shielding crime, not 
becauso 6he loves the criminal, but because 
a mistaken and perhaps oellish affection for 
her child manes her cowardly in the face of 
duty and justice. In the pathetic and pow
erful acting of Mies Rand this is over, 
looked, and at last the heroine makes par
tial atonement by forcing her husband to 
assist at the escape of tue innocent pris
oner. The husband is shot and killed while 
so engaged, and so comes retribution and 
the truth of the mysterious murder. Mr. 
Wheelock playa the sullen and ungrateful 
part of Pierre with ekill and ability- A 
fine audience witnessed the performance 
laet night, and was visibly effeoted by the 
absorbing story and realistic acting. Mr. 
Dressel s Ecenery was excellent. That for 
the fifth act, showing the prison at Chatlet, 
with a view of the Seine and Paris by moon
light in the distanoe, was in his best style of 
art. The drama will be repeated until fur
ther notice.

Mr. DeVivo, manager for Aille. lima Do 
3Iurska, has engaged tho Opera House for 
a season of Italian opera in this city, to 
commecc3 about the middle of December. 
He is negotiating for the appearance of 
Castelmary and Palmeiri, the new prima 
donna, aud promises to give performances 
worthy cl the patronage iof tbe lovers of 
opera.

Appointment.
Governor Kellogg has appointed John W. 

Washington commissiorer of deeds for St. 
Louie, Missouri.

I’e warned iu time.
Be warned ia time.
Be warned in lime.

December 4 is the 
December 4 is the 
December 4 is the 

Grand Extra Drawing 
Grand Extra Drawing

Louisiana State Lottery 
Louisiana State Lottery

lucky day. 
lucky day. 
iucky day.

Company.
Company.

B Y  T E L E G R A P H

W A SH IN G T O N .

B a r r  ou  A rm y J lo veinen t« ,
W ashington, November 20. — Several 

companies of sclliefs have arrived here 
and others are coming. This is made the 
lmBis for sensational paragraphs about mass
ing the army in the District. There are as
surances that these troops are merely en 
route, and their movements have no 
strategic or political significance. It is like
ly, however, as tbe District has no local 
government, that the army will police the 
ten mile square until efter the fourth of 
Alarch.

The movement of troops, so far as regartis 
concentration here, . is no pc 'ticsl signi
ficance. Three members et the Caliaet, in
cluding the Secretaryof Wsr, had no knowl
edge that they were coufing.

'ihe War and Navy Departments were 
to-day the special objects of attraction to 
many persons seeking information about 
the various ramors w hich have been circu
lating here and elsewhere, all of which 
tended to occasion excitement. They re- 
ferrtd principally to the movements ot 
troops in this direction a n d  naval maneu
vers a n d  other acts of similar import to di
rect questions to the meaning of the con
gregation of troops in this ciry.

Secretary Cameron unhesitatingly re
sponded that there was no significance 
whatever in the presence of troops here. 
They belong to this military department, 
and this ij a convenient and economical 
point for stationing them. The Secretary 
of War further remarked that no addi
tional forces of troops would be ordered to 
this point.

The Secretary of the Navy, responding 
to inquiries as to tbe concentration of naval 
forces hereabout, denies emphatically every 
rumor to that effect. The veesels of the 
navy are, he said, pursuing the usual rou
tine' avocations, without extraordinary or
ders or movements whatever, and there is 
nothing in any recent suggestion or direc
tion from the Navy Department to the com
manders of naval vessels which can be con
strued into an act which onght to occasion 
the slightest sensation or excitement.

Cabinet officials freely talk upon the 
question of the significance attending the 
movements of troops northward, denying, 
as is herein mentioned, that it has any ex
traordinary meaning. But upon the sub
ject of several extra Cabinet s-ssions during 
Friday and Saturday of last week, which 
are reported to have been held not only at 
the executive mansion, but at the Depart
ment of Justice, and assertions are also made 
at the private residence of a very prominent 
member of the Cabinet, there is abolute 
reticence, and no information can be ob
tained.

There are indication* that the usual 
Cabinet session of last Friday, at the close 
of which tbe members repaired to tho office 
ot the Attorney General, and were engaged 
for some lime iu consulting statutes, was 
a session of very deep interest, and was 
followed by several other consultations, in 
addition to which it was noticeable that 
one or two very prominent members were 
actively visiting other departments, aud 
while there is no positive official knowledge, 
it is generally believed that impressions 
have met prominent government officials 
that it is well to be prepared for any con
tingency, however remote it may be, that 
can arise ia the future, and out oi the pres
ent complications. Even this statement ia 
Dot made by tbe Cabinet officers, but other 
officials and persons who held intimate po
litical relations with members readily so 
express ohemsc-Ives.

Among the reports which have had cur
rency is one to the effect that at a meeting 
Friday night ex-Governor Dennison, of 
Ohio, with one of the commissioners of this 
District, wa3 present, and that on Saturday 
Chief Supervisor Davenport, of New York, 
and Governor Dennison were together in 
consultation with the Attorney General. 
There are several other rumors afloat of 
less interest, but generally there is no con
firmation of them authorized by any high 
authority.

In addition to what has been said by the 
General of the Army. Secretary Cameron 
and Secretary Rohesou, Secretary Chandler 
said to-day that this military movement 
was not a formal act of the administration, 
bat an ordinary army movement. He him
self did not know that any companies had 
been ordered Jiere, and is not aware that 
any more are comiDg. He thinks it just as 
well to have them stationed here as else
where, and in faot better, becauso it is a 
cheaper place to feed them than mo6t other 
places.

M a rs h a l o f  K e n tu c k r .
The commission of YVeden O’Neil as mar

shal for Kentucky has been signed.
Second Artillery.

General Barry, commanding at Fortress 
Monroe, has been ordered here. Most of 
tile troops here belong to his regiment.

P O L IT IC A L .

North Carolina Lertslature.
Raleigh, November 20.—The Legislature 

ot this State, more than two-thirds Demo
cratic, met to-day and organized. It elects 
Senator Ransom.

Tilden'« M aiorlty In Alabaiun.
Montgomery, November 20.—Tilden’s 

majority in Alabama is 34,381.

F O R E IG N .

A Polish Plot
L o n d o n , November 20.—The Standard's 

dispatch from Berlin says the Russian po
lice profess that they have discovered a 
plot in Poland. The Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Zytomierz, in the province of Volhynia, 
lias been arrested and imprisoned at Moe- 
count. Several Polish curatis havo been 
thrown into prison at YVarsaw.

All dealers iu arms are subjected to strin
gent regulations.

TchernayelY in Disgrace.
A telegram has been received in Y'ienna 

stating that General Tehernayeff has been 
superseded in tbe chief command of the 
Servian army by General Semeka, formerly 
commander of the Russian military district 
of Odessa.

The YYInrhe«ter Spinner«.
The Operative Spinners’ Association held 

a meeting at Winchester, and, while justi
fying the Blackburn strike, directed the 
men to return to work. This action avert* 
a lockout whioh would have affected 80,000 
Lancashire operatives.

Applying lor  L etters o! iUarque.
The Berlin Post asserts that several 

Americans have applied to the Russian 
government for letters of marque to be 
used against English shipping in the event 
of war.

Loss of L ife -A  Contingent for Egypt.
Official returns at Calcutta give the loss 

of life by the cyclone at 215,000.
The Calcutta Pioneer says the Indian gov

ernment is preparing a strong contingent 
for Egypt in case of war.

The Russians.
The Daily Kars' Y'ienna correspondence 

says positively neither Germany nor Aus
tria would oppose Russia's entrance into 
Uoumania.

The strength of the Russian aimy now in 
process of mobilization is 250,(W0. The ships 
of the Russian Black Sea Navigation Com
pany have been impressed.

(Serrano Determines to R etire.
Tho Madrid Imperial 6ays: .Marshal Ser 

ratio has determiued to retire to private lile.
A Ilopeiu l Y’iesv.

Sunday papers generally take a more 
hopeful view of the situation. The Times 
says this morning matters open so lairly 
that we are, perhaps, led to be too sanguine 
in holding that peace is assured.

It is hard to believe that when ten per
sons, all representing powers deeply inter
ested in keeping the peace, meet in council, 
they will not maintain peaoe unbroken.

Turkey*« Right«.
Turkey has sent a note to Bucharest as

serting her right to «end troops to YVal- 
lachia in the event of Rnssian invasion.

A Special Ambassador.
The Alarquis of Salisbnry, special ambas

sador, to act at the coming conference, left ' 
fo^ Constantinople with his family. He 
will stop at Paris, Berlin and Y'ienna, pre
sumably for consultation with the respect
ive foreign ministers.

A Denial from Rothschild«.
Toe Pall Mall Gazelle publishes a letter 

from Rothschilds, completely denyinz the 
story published in the Cologne Gazette on 
Saturday, that they have promised to ad
vance Russia money.

Activity nt W oolwich.
Careful official contradictions are pub

lished this morning of recent reports of 
activity at Woolwich arsenal, where, the 
Post stated on Saturday, an order had been 
received for -10,009,OOQ cartridges, and 40,000 
ammunition boxes in which to pack the 
cartridges for transportation. The fhces- 
sant demand for cartridges is solely in con
sequence of the adoption of the Afartim- 
Heary riffo in the Indian army.

Mail Steam er W recked.
The mail steamer YVindsor Castle, plying 

between Great Britain and the Cape of 
Good Hope, has been lost. The crew and 
passengers are saved.

The British gunboat Lapwing is reported 
lost in a gaie off Chafoo.

The Captured .Steamer Jloctezum a.
H avana, November £0.—It is reported 

that the steamer Moetezuma was seen near 
Tortugas island, cfl the Y'enezuela coast, 
making for Lsguayta. A Spanish war ship 
h-js gone in nuasuit. An eye witness of the 
seizure of the Moetezuma sayt: Eighteen
passengers, including four women, came 
aboard at Puerto Plato. The men de
manded the surrender of the steamer in the 
name of the republic of Cuba. The female 
passengers on the Moetezuma were appar- „ 
ently accomplices, having made various 
demonstrations after the capture of the 
steamer in favor of the captors. The cargo 
of the vessel consisted of fifty cattle, some 
u000 bags of coffee, 150») bags of corn and 
numoreus packages of dry goods from St. 
Thomas.

The Italian Parliam ent.
Rome, November 20.—The Dalian Parlia

ment opened to-day. The King, in his 
speech from the throne, referring to threat
ening events transpiring at the present 
time, expressed confidence in the success of 
the counsels of moderation to whioh his 
government had given effectual support.

The Question o l Church and State.
The King, in a speech from the throne 

regarding toe relations between the Chnroh 
and State, said that the extensive liberties 
granted the Church onght not to impair 
pablio liberties. The government would 
therefore propose bills for rendering effi
cient the reservation in the laws respecting 
the Papal Church.

M ISC E L L A N E O U S.

An Easterly Stoim.
N ew  Yo rk , November 20.—An easterly 

storm prevailed here since Saturday night. 
Considerable damage in this city. YVeather 
reported very rough ontside of Sandy Ilnok.

A Murderer Disposed Of.
AIemphis. November 20.—Joe Chase, who 

waylaid and killed Leon Cohoupe, a French 
dairyman, on Hernando road, near this 
city,’ last November, was to-day sentenced 
to twenty years’ imprisonment at hard 
labor.

Convention o f  Railroad JHea.
A large number of general ticket and 

passenger agents of leading Southwestern 
railroads are in this city to attend a con
vention to-morrow for the adjustment of 
passenger rates over their respective roads.

A Pilotboat W recked.
Savannah, November 20.—The pilotboat 

Aleta capsized off Tybee at r- P. M., Novem
ber 17. Captain M. P. Ursina and two col
ored boys were on her. One of the bays 
was washed off. and the others were res
cued by the steamship Rapidan at 5 A. AI. 
to-day."

Baltim ore and Ohio Railroad.
Baltimore. November 20 —At the regu

lar annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
John YY\ Garrett, president, submitted the 
fiftieth annual report of the president and 
directors to the stockholders. Total reve
nues of the road, branches and connections 
for the fiscal vear ending September 30, 
1376, $15,031,235. The expenses of working . 
and keeping tbe roads and maehinerv in re
pair amounted to $!',609,856, being 56.18 per 
cent upon the earnings, showing a decrease 
of 2.56 per cent compared with the previ
ous year's earnings. Steam and branohes 
in comparison with 1875 have decreased 
$881,817, and working expenses have de
creased $765,165, making a comparative de
crease in the net profits of $116,652.

The surplus fand, representing capital 
derived from net earnings invested in 
branch and connecting roads and other im
provements, $36,022,365; entire mortgage 
indebtedness in currency and sterling, $28,- 
163,929; showing an excess of surplus fund 
above the entire mortgage indebtedness of 
$7,853,435. Eight hundred tnd forty-two 
thousand six hundred and forty-three bar
rels of (lour and 17,517,946 bnshels of grain 
were brought to Baltimore during tbe fiscal 
year. Of this aggregate of grain 15,248,107 
bushels were corn.

Probabilities.
Wah Dspa stk s .i t . )  

Office Chief Signal Officer. > 
W ashington, November 20, 1876—4:30 P. M. )

For th e  South A tlantic Stntos. cool w esterly  
winds, backing to  w arm er southw est w ith  eta- 
t.o a a iy  or h iguer pressure, and  c lear w eather w ill 
prevail.

For th e  Gulf S tates. Tennessee ar.d th e  Ohio 
valley, w arm er southerly  winds, falling barom eter 
ami p artly  cloudy or c lear w eather.

For th e  M 'dd 'e A tlan 'io  .states, no rtheast h a rk 
ing to cooler no rthw est winds, falling foi wed by- 
ri un  g barom eter, cloudy and rainy  w eather, clear- 
in jra w a y a t  Southern  S ta tons.

Caut iouary signai) continue from ('ape May to 
Kastport, Maine.

R iver aud marine News.
BotTHWMT Pam , November 2').—Wind nortli- 

rvest. A rrived—Steam ship Lone Star, horbec, lias- 
te r , from New York, to Charles A. W hitoey. 
S a iled - 'le a m sn 'p  Texas, for liveipoo',- ship Ajax, 
previously reported liclow, f )r  Galveston.

Vicksburg, November 20—W eather cold and 
«lonely. Down—Alice, at 9 A. 31 ; Grand Republic, 
a t  6 P. M. I 'p—Yazoo Valley a t 4 P. M. A rrived— 
Damsel, a t 5 A. M ; Natchez, at 6 P. M. River fell 
one inch. It now stands fourteen feet one inch.

tfwrsis, November 2n.—River fell four inches: 
now nine feet four inches. W eather tica r; m axi
m um theiroom eter 53 . Arrived—G atiand, l'ro-u 
Arkansas river; Illinois, from Vicksburg. De
p arted —Robert M itchell and Function, for New 
Orleans; Belle Siemphis. for St. Louiri.

Cincinnati, November 2D—River tw elve feet 
seven inches and rising. W eather cloudy and coc).

St. tours, Fovem oer 2U.—Arrived — City of 
V isksburg  frrni Viekabur-. The r iver h&a fallen 
live inches. W eather cloudy and cold.

Cairo, November 2d.—Arrived—Cherokee, from  
Cincinnati, a t  3 P. M.; C ity of Alton, from St. 
Louis, a t  4 P. M . Maude, from Vicksburg, a t  7 P.
M. D eparted—Helena, for Vickeburg. at mi l r ig h t.  
R iver len  feet six  inches aud  fail.ug. W ('other 
clear. M ercnrv 4<, .

S vassvu-LB. November 2«.—River seven feet a n d  
sta tio n ary . W .-ather c lsudy and  cool.

Locistillb, November 20 —Rivet ri-ing: five fe e t  
ten  inches in Die canal. W eather cool aud cloudy. 
Down—Oelden Rule, from C incinnati to  New Or
leans.

P TTSBHR9, November 2'V— River five feet te a  
in eh e . and rising heie  and  a t  all 401 ts above. 
W e ith e r cloudy and rainy,

M A R K E T »,

Domestic m arkets,
Nkw York, November 2U.—Money film; 1 bid. 

Été. ling q u iet a t  $4  82h. Gold qu iet at lU9!, a> 
K '9h. Governm ents dull a n l  atioag; new fiv ta 
1I2T„. S tates qu iet and  ncmffial; Loui;U i.a  cou-
toU56(£35s.

Cotton quiet; salée 643 baies a t  125AS12 316c; 
c -nsolidated  n e t receipts 77,740; expo- ia to  G rea t 
B rita in 27,573; to F rauco 1604; to the continent 5631, 
channel 1635.

Cotton quiet; n s t r e n  ipts, 1595; gloss. 6681 bale*. 
F u tu res c.üéi-d qui.it :.u>i easy; saies 22.000 bales, 
as follows: November 11 15-16411 3132c; Decem
ber 1! 3!-32312c: January  12 ,.c: F eb ru ary  12 9-31. 
March 12 7-l6dl5-32c: April ]2%e; Slay 12 25-32» 
12 13-lGc; June 12 15 16« 12 3 32c; Ju ly  1?5 1-16(£3-J2c: 
August Î3 5;)-;i2<z'13 3 16c.

Stocks active, and  a  little  b e tte r.
Bub treasurv baiauces—Uoid, $33,559,530; cur

rency, $43 309,663.
The sub-treasurer paid out on account of In

terest $52,u00; for bonds. #1300.
Customs receipts, $352,000.
Kieur d ud  h u t firm for new grade«; o th er k in d s
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