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| THE RETURNING BOARD

— e

WORK COMMENCED

THE

Preliminaries, Protests and Plan of
Procedure.

$lectoral Vote of Ascension, As-
sumption and Avoyelles.

President Wells called the meeting to
order at halt past twelve o'clock.

The minoutes of the previous meeting
were reud and there being no objection
they wero adopted.

On the part of the deputations from the
North in the city there were present, by
mvitation of the Returning Board the fol-
jowing representatives of tha Republicane:
$enator John Shermas, of Ohio: E.W.
stoughton, Esq., of New York; General
1. A. Garfield, of Ohio; C. Parker, Esq., of
Few Jersey: General Tuttle, of Inwa, and
me reporter.

(’n the part of the Domoerats there were
gresent, General Johu M. Palwer and Hon.
Jyman Trumball, of 1l'inois: ex-Governor
Villiam Bigler, of Peunsylvanpia: Gorge
¥. Smith, Esq., of Wiscousip; Hoa., P. H.
Wataon, of Ohio, and two reporters.

President Willa stated that in 2n execu-
tive session of the board they had estab-
fishad certain roles by which they were to
po zoverned, and to which the attorneys of

sthe different parties would be required to
strictiy adhere.

Assistant Secretary William H. Green
read the rules, which were as follows:

With a view to regularity and expedition
in the diachargs of the duties of returning
oficera of elections, the following rules are
gdopted for guidance:

1. The returning officers will meet at 11
A M. each day (Sundays excepted), at the
place designated for holding their sessions,
mlees a ditferent hour or place be desig-
mted at the adjournment.

¢, Upon meeting the presidiog cfiicer of
e board shail order the roll of membera
ailed, anad if a quorum be present he shail
.direct the secretary to read the minates of
e preceding meeting or meetings, unless
‘fhe reading thereof be dispensed with.

. 3. Thoe secretary shall keep dsily an ac-
wmrate accoun’ of the proceedings cf the
‘sturuiog officers.

4. The returning officera will first take
‘m, canvass xud compiie returns trom the
arishes where no objection is made to
‘Be canvess or compilation of the votes
‘mst at any polling place in such parish or
prishes, on aceonnt of fravd or intimida-
#n, or othker liegal practice; examining
atais only to ascortain whether the legal
rmalities have been complied with in
wlding theelection and making the retarns
% toe returning oincers.

5. That after disposing of the parishes as
povided in the preceding rule, that then
#e roturning officers take up the parishes
1whioch objection 18 wade to the vore of
ay or a!l the poils in such parish; that they
Aall firat canvass and compile the votes at
fe polls in snch parishes to which no ob-
wtion is wade, and then they shall take up
#6 contested polisinsuch parish; provided,
fatif it become necessary to delay the iu-
wstigation of any such polls on account of
the absence of witnesses or other evidence,
the same may be continued until a day to
be fixed by the returning officers; that the
refurning ofiicers shall decide at the time
they are ready to proceed what parishes
they will take up first.

6. That all motions made by candidates,
or their attorneys, or by other persons au-
thorized to appear before the returning offi-
ors, shall 1a in writing and eigned. All
aguments presented to the returning ofii-
ers shall bs in writing: no coral arguments
0 be allowed.

7. The returning officers, if they think it
dvisable, may go into secret session to
onsider any motion, argument or propo-

tion which may be presented to them.
uy member shall h the right to call for
pcret session for the above purpose.

8. When any candidate or his attorney,

other person suthorized to do eo, shall

caent witness before the returning offi-
vs, he shall present interrogatories to be
pounded to such witness, which he shall
ave previonaly submitted to his opp t

o Lo orossed at least twenty-four hours,
mless such time be named or the cross-in-

rogatories put befors the expiration of
hat time. In the examination of wit-
sssea the returning officers may inter-
ogate witness beyond the interrogatories
hen they think it necessary, but neither
he candidates nor their attorneys shall
xamine the witnesses before the returning
ficers except as above provided.

9. No er parle affidavits or statements
hal! be received in evidence excopt 28 a

a8 to show that such fraud, intimidation
or other illegal practice had at some pcll,
mquires investigation; but the returns and
ahdavits aathorized by law, made by ofii-
ers of election or in verification of state-
ments a8 required by law, shall be received
inevidence us prima facie.

10, That the evidence for each contested
mil in any parish, when concluded, shall
% laid aside until all the evidence isin
fom all the contested polls in the several
mrishes where thers may be contests, and

er the evidenco is all in the returning
oficers will decide the several contestsin
soret seseion, the parties, or their attor-
aeys, to be allowed to submit briefs or writ-
#n arguments up to tho tiwe fixed for the

mturnivg oflicers going into secret session,
ter which no additional argument to be
xcoived unless by apecial consent.
Judge Spofford oitered the following
mendment of rules, with the remarks ap.

ended:
On motion of Henry B. Spoitord, of coun-
| for William A. Strong and others, can-
dates on the Democratic-Conservative
ket, it is ordered that all the proceedings
this board henceforward ba had in open
sion, with leave to interested candidates
p be present, by themselves or counsel,
d that & reasonable number of press re-
orters for each political party be per-
pitted to attend at all times.
Judge Spotlord then oflered the following:
Mr. President and Centlemen—The
mandeur of your responsibvilities can not
e overrated. The eyes of more than forty
illions ere turned to you. Many of them
ink that the destiny of the republic for
indefinite future trembles in the balance
ou hold. Tha crieis is 8o grave a8 to make
proclzmation from the President that
should there be any grounds of suspicion
't frandulent counting on eitber side it
“10uld be reported and denounced at once.
_atire publicity is the only antidote to the
wison of “‘auspicion.” Ican see no apology
secresy in any part of your future pro-
%edings. The statute from which you
frive your powers .mskes no pro-
jon for private sessiens. The habits
d traditions of the Amorican peopls
e opposed to such sessions on such a sub-
ot. Q\’ith one voice they ask that no part
this thing be done in a cormer. You,
. President, remarked the other day that
bur functions were partly ministerial and
tly judicial. Thn ministeriul duties are
w and simple. They consist only in the
Bdition and tabulation of votes. Thers is
b call for privacy in applying the rules of
thmetio., In performinz =il the rest of
bur duties, the judieial duties, publicity i3
peratively demanded. It is essential at
ery stage of the investigation, in order to
kare a just judgment. L
Iimplore you, then, to let the gunlight
let it shine through all your doinge.
dopt this order, so that every whisper in
ur chamber may be heard to the utter-
st extremity of the Union. Thus, and

be Iosaib_le for you to reassure a perturbed
and anxious country and to establish,
through all generations, the righteousnesa
of your interlocutory rulings and final
award.

President Welle—I would state that we
‘have given to each party of invited guests
places here with the reporters. They will
remain with us during the whcle of our ses-
sion. They will see and examine for them-
selves the opening of all papers, and we
have laid our rulea down for the purpese of
facilitating our count or our action in the
matter. We have but a short epace of time
oallowed ue—oniy up to the sixth of next
month—and we apprehend if we were sur-
rounded with a multitude of people we
ehall be disturbed, and our proceedings
will be extended beyond that time. We
therefore can not accept the gentleman's
amendment to cur rules.

Inreply to the protest filed with us at our
last session, we have exawined it, and we
answer your Krotest.

The board has considered the protest or

objections filed by counscl, and has arrived
at the following conclusjone:
. To the first objection, that the act creat-
ing the board has the effect of “‘creatinz a
government not republican in form or char-
soter,” eceme to us to be a political ques-
tion that can only be decided by the Con-
grees of the United States,

To the second objectiop, that this board
is vested with judicial power, whichis in
violation of the corstitution, this board is
not a court, but a commission appointed by
the Legislature with special and limited
powers; it has no jurisdiction to deeide con-
stitutional questions, such as is presented
in this protest. It this board be an uncou-
gtitutional body, the courts having jurie-
diction to pass on this qnestion are open to
any person having the right to contest it.

I'o the third okj=ction, that this board 1s
not legaily eonstituted: The act creating
this board provides for the original organ-
ization, and it was criginally organized as
the law directed:atl po.\:iul&mnim at that
time organized cor recognized were repre-
sented on the board: at that time there was
no party known as the Democratie-Conser-
vative party: there was no provision in the
law for a reorganization of che board; so it
could not bave been contemplated that the
board should be changed to euit shifting
political orgamizations that might subse-
guently be made.

T'o the fourth ohjection, that this board
should not canvass or count the votes for
Presidential electors, as there is no law
giving this board juriediction. The law
ereating this board saye:

“SEC. 2. That this board shall be the re-
turning officers for al! elections held in the
State.”

This seems to us to cover that for the
Presidential electors 8o clearly that there
ia o room for doubt; the objection as to
whether the “electors’ are State or Federal
officers, 13 not material.

To the fifth objection, that this board
can no! canvaes or count the votes cast for
Brewater or Levisee as candidate for
Presidential electors, for the reason that on
the day of the election they were holders of
oflice 3 of trust or profit of the United States,
and wera consequently ineligible to the po-
gition of elvetors. This point will be re-
served until the evidence shall be produced,
merely sugzesting that we bave doubts ue
to whether this board can «aestion the eli-
gibility of candidates, our powers being
ecufived to the canvass or cowmpilatisn ot
the votes.

Colonel Zacharie—Will you permit mo to
fila an additiopal pretest in the case of
members of Congress, whose protest was
unintentionally owmitted the other day; it
covers the same ground’

President Wells—There is va objection to
it.

Judge Spofiord—V7ill you allow me to in-
quire 1f the board has been filled or is full?
; ll’:ieeidcm Wells—The board has not been
filled.

Colonel Zacharie—Before proceeding
fg:rxber, perbaps, 1 should say that we de-
sire—

_President Wells—Let ne have no discuc
sion.

Colonel Zacharie—I desire vo discussion;
I give notice of a deeire to file a prétest to
your ruling.

President Wells—When rou
ruling, bring it forward.

Colonel Zacharie—A protest against the
adoption of the rules which have been read:
will you see that we are supplied with a
copy of them?

President Wells—You shall be eupplied.

President Wells—The name of Mr. Iu.
Keénnedy has been submitted to the board
to till ona of the vacancies in the board;
now we know of but one vacancy, this im-
plies there muet be more, and we would be

glad to have some information in regard to
the question whether the gentlemen con-
template ineisting upon another appoint-
ment after the appointment to fill this va-
cancy.

General Anderson—1I cal! for the produoe-
tion of the letter of L.ouis Bush, vice pres-
ident and chairman of the Democratic Fx-
ecutive Committee, in which the question
wa3 raised.

[ The le*ter was read.]

President Weils—We have taken no ac-
tiolll upon it a8 yet; it wiil go over subject to
call.

Mr. Kenner—I move that it lie over.
Seconded by General Anderson. Carried.
President Wells—If there is nothing fur-
ther we will proceed to take up some of the
perizhes. i

Colonel Zacharie—I would like to make a
proteet on the ground that the board is in
competent.

President Wells—Write out vour pro
text.

Colonel Zicharie—I simply ask now that
I may recerve the point.

President Wells—I say that the board
wiil proceed to business. It wiil not be fet-
tered in ite transactions by eounsel. If you
have any motions or any protests, write
them ouy and bring them forward.

Colonel Zacharie—Will the board delay
proceedings vntil I can put in the protest!
Prosident Wells--We can not delay.
Colonel Zacharie—I wish to say that I
consider the board incompstent.
President Wells—That is euflicient. We
will take notice of it.

Mr. Kenner—I move that we take up the
canvass of the returns uccording to rale
four.

Colonel Zacharie—I have a protest on an-
other point. It 13 desired that counsel for
the United States suporvisors, with the su-
pervisora, be allowed to be present, as the
United States law 8o authorizes them.
President Wells—Whenever it is neces-
eary to have them present we will call for
them.

Colonel Zacharie—l bave an opinion of
Mr. Baker on that subject and will file it
with the board.

President Wells—File it with the board.
Colonel Zacharie—I understand that the
board refuses to admit them.

President Wells—You understand me to
say 80. You understand me to say that when-
ever the supervisor of any poll'ng place or
parish is required before the board that su-
pervisor will be brought torward; or the
supervisor asks me.

Colonel Zacharie—I am counse! for some
of them, aud make my request as such.
Precident Wells—What parish !

Colonel Zacharie—Orleans.

President Wells—That pariak is not ander
consideration. -
Colonel Zacharie—Whenever the parish
is called will the privilege of appearing be-
fore the board be allowed me?

President Wells—If th is any contest
in the parish the counsel fo*the parties in
interest will be sent for. Of course, if
there is any contestin any of the parishes
that is to be decided. .

¥rank McGloin—I think the cifizens of
Louisiana, interested in this matier, ouxht
to bave some privileges eqnal to those of
the gentlemen who bave come here. 1
think some of us ovzht to be present as
well ae they. Our iaterest is wore close
and nearer. .
President Wells—We bLave established a
ruls and we must observe it. Whenever
there is a dispute involving any countin
doubt, or any charges of informality, or

get that

vs only, in my humble judgment; will it

any illegal proceedings had at the ballot-
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ing, the gentlemen will be heard. I have
stated to connsel that they shall have all
necessary iuformation, and we will try and
secure them a room in the building for the
purpose of facilitating the placing before
them such information as is necessary to
bring them before ue,

Mr. MoGloin—Will the board uuder
other circumsatances permitua to come in?

President Wells—No. sir.  The boeard will
g0 into executive scssion.

Mr. McGloin—Are we to see the returns
of the parishes of Assumption aund Accen-
sion! I understood we were to gen them.
After we have looked at them we wiil retire
until we are sent for.

President Wells—Do vou attempt to
make a contest mow! Tuere is a proper
limit of time speciied by law for coateat-
ing, and we beiieve that that time has ex-
pired. 1t there is no contest we thall go on
to count: if there ia a contest, we will then
apprize you of it. Wa can not tell whether
there is a contest until we exainine the
returns.

M. MeGloin—I1t may be that the return
is not genuine, and for that reason I believe
that yon will recognize that we ought to
look before the canvass is meda.

President Wells—Whenever we doabt
the genunineness of a return you ehall see it.

Mr. MeGloin—You may not know it is
not gepuine. Our committee has takentha
trouble to get duplicates of ail the papers
t:led here, 23 they cawe from the boxes, and
we have had duplicates of them go far ae
they effect cur interesta in tha Senate. If
we compare Lthese papers with the certified
copies we might detect things that would
eatablish them.

General Anderson—Then you would he
roturning cflicers as well we are. You filed
your returns and we bave ours. We have
vurs nuder seal, and if they look as though
they had been tampered with in any way
we will intform you of it; but when they
come here g3 ofiicial decuments, author
1zed to be t ken charge of by the prover
otficers, we take them as eflicial documents.
They are delivered and kept tiled in the
proper ofiices.

Mr. McGloin—The thing may be tam-
pered with, and even an expert can not tell
you what has been tampered with.

General Anderson—Ilow do you know
thit the board has uot been tampered with?

Mr. McGloin—We will introduce evidence
to that effect.

General Anderson—Well, when the con-
teat arises we will hear your evidence.

Mr. McGloimn—I submit that we are estop-
ped by the action of any of the supervisors
petween the time they have deposited the
papers and the bringing of them here, and
the will of the peopie will be defeated by
anything they may do.

1t will not take
more than fifteen minutes to make an ex-
amination.

General Anderson—We are authorized by
law to do that, and wken you submit your
evidence the con’ st will be taken under
consideration by the board, and it will give
ite opicion.

Colonel Zicharie—We desire to make our
objcctions to the count of somce of the
purishes,

General Anderson—We don't want yon
to make obj=ctions where there are none.
The presumption is that the papers ere cor-
rect, if in proper form and under proper
signatures.

Colonel Zacharie—We would like the
opportunity to examine the papers. We
desira to challenge the returns and offer
restimony to_show that they oughs not to
ba considered by the board.

President Wella—I bave this to say—itis
only a repetition of what we have said—
that you shall be apprised of anything that
i3 even suspicious; but we will not consent
to be hampered by attorneys. We must go
on with oar duties, and we can not consen:
that you shall come in and make a protest
whera there is none aud we might euspect
it was for delay. We want to get through
just as quick as we can, with as little diffi-
culty aud trouble 2a8 pecssible. Therefore
we must adhere to the rulivg thatwe go
into executive session and examine the
papers, and the gentlemen from other
States and their visitors will remain, and
they will be 1avit 1 to see us open the re-
tu.nos. If there is rodispute in the returns,
than we take it that the thing is regular.

Judge Spofiord—The history of this State
is that the returns have been tampered with
before, and theee gentlemen, who know
nothing of us, will bs incompetent to de-
tect anything of that kind. These other
gentlemen, who have bcen perfectly ia-
miliar with every parish, interested counsel
for candidatc3, 1t does seem to me, that
they should be present to see papers and
make their objections in time,

President W ells—You shall see the papersa.

Judge Spotford—Bat we may be met with
the statement that it is too late.

J. R. Alcee Gauthreaux—Will the result
be announced when the couvnting is con-
oluded by parishes ard warda?

President Wells—Not until the board
makes up its finding.

Mr. Ganthreaux—Oaur purpose in making
this request 18 to give us an opportunity of

bjecting at the proper time. If, after the
boara hus made its tinding, we detect that
something wrong has been done, all doors
are closed to us, because, under the law
which the gentleman quotes, the action of
this board is final. No coart can review it.

President Welle—I told Colonel Zacharie,
1 think, on Saturday, that there wasno law-
yer in court, and hence no snap judgment
would be taken. You shall know everything
that is done.

Mr. McGloin—I euppose when you get
through, and befora you coms to your final
conclusion, you will allow us to look at the
papers, and if wa detect any such error
or rascality as there mizht be, that then
you will allow us to offer our evidence, and
if our claim is well sustained, you will re-
view your action in such parish as irrega-
larity is shown!
President Wells—Whenever therc is a
contest, I muat achiare to what I hava said.
Before we eubmit our finding you #hall see
them.
The president then announced that the
board would go into executive session, and
counsel were expected to retire.
Mr. MoGloin asked if he understood that
the counsel for candidates were ordered to
retire.
President Wells—If that means order to
retire you can put your owan construction on
it, sir.
Judza Spofford, not hearing the request
for reurement, asked that it be repeated.
He then said: *I can not remszia as coun-
gel for my clients, candidates?”
President Wells—You must be governed
by the rule.
Judgs Spofiord—And that excludes me?
President Wells—If you consider it ex-
clusion, yes.
Judge Spotford—I will leave my protest
in writing.
President Wells—Send it in.
Jadge Spoftord—Will there be a door-
keeper by whom I can gend it in?
President Wells—Yes, sir.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.
General Anderson made the announce-
ment that such gentlemen as were present
from both parties, not citizens of the State,
were invited to remain. Thereupon the
doors were closed, and none but the
Returning DBoard, invited guests, steno-
graphers and ofticers of the board were
permitted to remain.
Senator Sherman stated that there were
five gentlemen on their committee, &ll of
whom were present, and one reporter. They
did not ask that the privilege be extended
to others.
The returns of the parish of Aszcension
having been brought iz, President Welis in-
vited Governor Palmer to take a seat at the
table with the board and see them open the
returns.
Governor Palmer—I don’t know any-
thing about them. 1.
President Wells—Anything in the way of
information we will give you with pleasure,
Mr. Stoughton, on the part of the Repub-
licans, was also asked to witness the open-
ing of the papers.
President Wells, then explained that the
supervisor ¢ { the election puts hisname and
the name of the parish on the papers and
sends them to the Returning Board either

e r—

by mail or brings the:n himself. The board
keep a book showing how they wers re-
ceived. The returns of the Ascension pre-
cinot were received from the retaruing
cflicer himself,

Having ecnoluded his explanation Presi-
dent Wells directed Goneral Anderson to
open the returns from Asgcension parish.

General Anderson—Is there any protest
ag«ut the parish of Ascencion’

The clerk—No, eir.

Mr. Trumbuli—Is there no date on the
packagze! Does not the register date when
the supervisor received it?

President We!l:—That is dong in the par-
ish, whera they get a certificate of the ofii-
cers. We keep a minute of everythiog.

The polls of the twelve precinzts in the

parish of Aseension were then examinad
end found to be regularin form. Accom-
panying the returns wea the conaohidated
statement of the votes of the entire garigh,
to which was attached the certificate of the
supervisor, Louis ;Lafert, that the retorns
wera enrreot, sworn to before . O, Maher,
parish judze, on tha fourteentn of Noveimn-
ver, 1376, and certified to by the clerk.
. Mr. Kenner calied upon the clerk of the
board to produce from the Secretary of
State the record as to who was the super-
vitor of Ascension parish. 'This was dous,
and it was found that the names ou the
record and the retarns corresponded.

Governor Palmer asked to be zllowed to
inepect the rerurns of the parish under can-
vas<s. The right was lreely sccorded, and

atter huving apparently satistied himself he
returced them to the board, and the board
began the count, Mr. Kenner reading the
votes for the ditferent candidates in tns dif-
ferent precinets, and Geperal Anderson
comparing them with the consolidared state-
The result was as

ment above referred to.
follows:

Kellegg..
Burch..
Joseph,
Sheldon

Brewste
Joffroiu..

It appearing that thers was a duplicate
copy of returns from the twelith preciact
of the parish under consideration, on the re-
quest of Governor Palmer for an explana-
tion, G2nera! Andereon stated that it some-
times bappened that the eriginal return
was sent to the clerk’s office and the dupli-
cate to the board.

In anawer to G :meral Garfield, General
Anderson stated that the highest Republi-
¢ elector in the parish of Ascension re-
ceived 2074 votes; the bigheet Democratio
elector 1200 votes. Also, that the loweat
Reputlican elector received 206 votes, and
;llxe lowest Democratic elector received

97.

General Anderson also stated that when
the retarns were made under the seal of the
court, and certified by the clerk cof the
e art, the presumption was that they were
correet, and as they verified the returns,
and used proper care, the opportuniry for
fraudulent substitation was almost impos-
sible. It was very easy to detect anything
of the kind, because the people of the dit-
ferent parishes koew the results of their
own parishea.

Giovernor Palmer, at this point, took the
occasion to say that he deemed it his duty
to stats that the count of the parish just de-
clared conformed in every particular to the
returns beld by his party.

President Wella called for the count of
the raturns from the parish of Assuwption.
The returns were accompanied by the cer-
tificate of the supervisor, sworn to on the
seventesnth of November.

Thae poll of Assumption parish was com-
pare 1 with the consolidated statement of
that parish,and feund to be correct. It
was declared by General Auderson, as f.l-
lows:

Tosl o 1637
1691
1692
1692

McErervy
Wicklitte .
8t, Martin
Poche...
DeB.anc
Nsav..
Cobb..
Cross....

Rellogg

Jofirolti.coaee .us esse 1691

Mr. Smith, of Wisconsin, stated that the
Democrata had in their poseession a Demo-
cratio count, and it tallied exactly with the
pel! just counted by the board.

Governor Palmer desired to know how
the board knew there was no ccutess with-
ont making an examination of the papers.
Was it because if did pot say so on the out-
side of the wrapper?

The assistant secretary of the board, Mr.
Green, explained that the board of super-
visors noted under the head of *‘remarks”
in the consclidated statement, if there were
auny irregularities or anything of that kind
that was the ylace where it appeared.

It appeared that the tally sheet of the
parish was not in the sealed package of re-
tarns. 1t was announced, however, on the
conciusion of the poll, that it was in the box.

‘The president then demanded to know
whether there was a protest against the re-
turns for Avoyelles parish. None was pre-
sented, and the poll of the parish then pro-
ceeded, as tollowe:

KRellogg.... L1470

McBoery

Bureh . Wickliffe ..
Joseph St. Martin .
Steldon Poche....
Marks DeBlaoe .
Levisee Neay
Brewster . Cobb.

Jofiroin. . Cross

Governor Palmer annotnced that the
poll, &s given above, difiered from the poll
in the possession of the Damocrats in the
case of DeBlane, the latter giving him but
1469 instead of 1171, as in the above return.

Adjourned until eleven o'clock to-day.

To Le kinnged.

Several days ago Allen Johnson i~
dered Joseph N. Gealiney, an old-men, in
Tensas parish, whith is his second bloody
erime. 1l was convicted and sentenced
last June for murder, but made his eacaper
and while at large killed Galtney. He was
then captured, and the people were 80 in-
censed that they intended to lynch him.
The anthorities of Tensas parish tele-
«raphed to Attorney General Steele last
Sunday, requesting Governor Kellogg to
sign Johnson's death warrant and bave it
forwarded at cnce. Governor Kellogg yes-
terday morning eigned the warrant, fixing
next Friday for the day for execution. The
document has been dispatched, and the
murderer has but a short time co pray for

forgivene=s uf his sins.
e

Personal.

Mr. Howard Carroll, of the Naw York
Times, arrived in this city Sunday morning.
Ile is &n active correspondent, and has
ghown positive ability in getting at politi-
cal facts. By bis graphic letters from
South (‘arolina and Florida Mr. Carroll has
greatly aided the Zimes in the noble and
fearless course which that popular paper
has taken during the present campaign.

——

Now or never.
Now or never.
Fortune don't wait.
Fortnne don’t walt.
Tickets only $20 in the Extra Drawing
Tickets only $20 ia the Extra Drawing
Tickets only $20 in the Extra Drawing
Can win £30,000.
Can win $50,000,
Can win $50,000,

The Temperature.

The thermometer at Louis Frigerio's, No.
50 Chartres strect, for the past two days
stood as follows:

November 19—At 8 A. M., 45°; at 2 P, M,
572; at 6 P. M., 51°,

November 20—At 8 A. M., 42° at 2 P, M.,
58%; at b P. M., 55°.

Lowest point during the nights of No-
vember 18 and 19, 382,

HISTORICAL REMINISCENCES

Jurisdiction of the Returning Board
as Understood by Archie Mitchell.

Oues Democratic friends will without
douht be grateful to us for giving them the
views of any prominent man of their party
upoen tha powers and duties of the Return-
ing Board, and the causes for which said
board may throw cunt votes. We append
the {ullowirz from Mr. Archie Mitchell's
testimory before the Louisiana investi-
gating commmittee. Mr. Mitchell places Lim-
self equarely upon record as to his views of

the juriadiction of the Returning Board.
We quote page 37, Lounieians Investigation
Report:

Question—Do you know anything about
the parish of Iberville, of which we are
talkinz. >

Answer—I examined that parish person-
allv, and read the afiidarits,

Qaestion—What was the reason, state
geuerally, why they were thrown out!

Answer—The reason was because of in-
thnidation—apprehension for their lives.

Question—0Oa the part ot the ofiicers?

Apswer—The cfficers. That is the sub-
stance of the matt.r, as sel forth in an affi-
davit, 1 looked over that genecrally. ‘Lne
documents are here. W > ¥ "

Question—Were these colored people who
threatened this violencel

Auswer—Yer, gir, it is my recollection
that they were, bul we conuled @ large nwn-
ber of offidavits, and | may have mixed
themw up soms, * ~ ° Page 508,

Questicn—Are you speaking from hearsay’

Answer—J am one of tie Returning Board.

Question—You spsak from reauing the
testimony ?

_Auswer—I am speaking from my recollec-
tivn of the testimony: my colleague did not
exawmine 1t personally as I did.

As a member of the Fusion Returning
Bosrd Mr. Mitchell assumed the largest
juriediction for the Returning Board in the
matter of its judicial functions. As Repub-
publicans we are glad to have the concur-
rence of so eminent & Democrat as Mr.
Mitche!l in our views as to the duty of the
Returning Board and ita powers under the
existing election law.

—
Jurisdictlon of the Keturaing Board, as

Understood by Benjamin R. Forman.

Benjamin R. Forman was a member of
the Fuosion Returning Board of 1872, The
returns of that year were canvassed under
identically the same law in force this year.
Me. Forman’'s views as to the powers of the
Returnicg Board are cloarly set forth in his
testimony belore the Senate investigating
committee. We copy from their report,
page 7, as follows: —

Qaestivn—In making your count of the
voie, did yon reject any ot these retarne?

Answer—Yes, sir; werejected a few. 1lere
are those we rejected. * * The whole
vote of the parish of Iberia, in consequence
of vinlerce and intimidation established by
the afiidarits f a large number of cilizens.
The whole vote of the parish of St. James,
beeause the returns were incon plete, and be-
cause the bailot boxes were taken possession of
by armed men not awthorized to do so. The
whole vote of the parish of St. Martin, on
account of violence and intimidation at the
polls by United States troops and arined
bands of colored men styling themselves
deputy United Siales marshals.  There were
the aftidacits of a qreat wwmber of citizens,
which was the ecidence required by the law
for us to act »pon.

Mr. Forman evidently had no doubt as to
the power of the board of which he was a
member to throw out votes for proper cause.
The Republican board, acting under the
sams law, will discharge its duties as fear-
lesely as the “Forman board” of 1372 did
theirs. As the Fusionists in that year jas-
tiied the action of their board, they will of
course see the justice of the present Return-
ing Board, acting under the same law, do-
ing precisely the same thing.

Amusements.
The great drama of “‘Rose Michel,” which
was played at here once by amateurs was
acted at the Varieties Theatre last night by
the new stock company for the first time in
this city. The story hinges upon a murder
itted by the k of a wineshop near
Paris. The wife of the murderer isan in-
nocent witness of the tragedy, which was
enacted for the purpose of robbing the vic-
tim. The wife's mouth is sealed that the
prospects of her daughter, who is about to
be married, may not be blighted by family
disgrace. Suspicion falls upon an innocent
nobleman, whose mother had greatly be
friended the murderer's wife, Rose Michel.
Upon Rose falls the burden of the piece.
She stroggles with the conflicting desires
to vindicate justice, to denounce a criminal,
to save a friend and benefactor, to protect
the heart and hopes of her child. Miss
Rosa Rand mekes the most of this
strong emotional part. The only moral
defect in the piay is put in the form
of an hcusst woman shielding crime, not
because she loves the eriminal, but because
& mistaken and perhaps selfish aftection for
her child makes her cowardly in the face of
duty and justice. In the pathetic and pow-
erinl acting of Miss Raud this is over.
looked, and at last the heroine makes par-
tial atonement by forcing Ler husband to
assist at the escapa of the innoocent pris-
oner. The husband is ehot and killed while
so engaged, and so comes retribution and
the truth of the mysterious murder. Mr.
Wheelock playa the sullen and ungrateful
part of Pierre with ekill and ability. A
fine audience witnessed the performance
laet night, and was wvisibly effected by the
absorbing etory and realistic acting. Mr.
Dressel’s ecenery was oxcellent. That for
the fifth act, showing the prison at Chatlet,
with a view of the Seice and Paris by maon-
light in the distance, was iu his best style of
art. The drama will be repeated until fur-
ther notice.

Mr. DeVivo, manager for Mlle. Ilma De
Murska, has engaged the Opera House for
a season of Itslian opera in this city, to
commerco about the middle of December.
He is pegotiating for the appearance of
Castelmary and Palmeiri, the new prima
donna, and promises to give performances
worthy cf the patronage [of the loversof
opera.

e
Appolniment.
Governor Kellogg has appointed John W.
Washington commissiorer of deeds for St.
Lonie, Missouri.
e e
Be warned in tima.
Be warped ia time.
Bs warned in time.
December 4 is the lucky day.
Deecember 4 is the lacky day.
December 4 is the lucky day.
Grand Extra Drawing
Grand Extra Drawing
Lonisiana State Lottery Company.
Louisiana State Lottery Company.
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WASHINGTON.

Barr on Army Movements.

WASHINGTON, November 20.—Several
companies of scliiefs bave arrived here
and others are coming. This is made the
basis for sensational paragraphs about mass-
ing the army in the District. There are ae-
surances that these troops are werely en
route, and their movements have no
strategic or political sigrificance. It 1s like-
ly, however, as tha D:strict has no local
government, that the army will police the
ten mils square until zfter the fourth of
March.

The movement of troops, so far as regards
coucentration here, [118 no pc ‘tieal sigoi-
ficance. Three members of the Calinet, in-
cluding the Secretary of War, had no knowl-
edge that they were coming.

The War and Navy Iepartments were
to-day the epecial objects of attraction to
many persons seeking information about
the various remors which have been circu-
lating here and elsewhere, all of which
tended to occasion excitement. They re-
ferred principally to the wovements of
troops in this direction and nav:! maneu-
vers and other acts of eimilar import to di-
rect questicns to the measing of the con-
gregation of troops in thia ciry.

Secretary Cameron unheritatingly re-
sponded that there was no tigniticance
whatever in the presence of troops here.
They belong to this military department,
and this i3 a convenient and economical
point for stationing them. The Secretary
of War further remarked that no addi-
tional forces of troops would be ordered to
this point,

The Secretary of the Navy, responding
to ipquiries as to the concentration of naval
forces hereabout, denies erophatically every
rumor to that effect. The vessels of the
navy are, he said, purening the nsual roum-
tine avocations, without extraocrdinary or-
dera or movements whatever, and there is
nothing in any recent suggestion or direc-
tion from the Navy Department to the com-
manders of naval vessels which can be con-
strued into an act which ought to occasion
the slightest seneation or excitement.

Cabinet officials freely talk upon the
question of the significance attending the
movements of troops northward, denying,
a8 is herein mentioned, that it has any ex-
traordinary meaning. But upon the sub-
ject of eeveral extra Cabinet a-ssions during

riday and Saturday cof !ist week, which
are reported to have been held not only at
the executive mansion, but at the Depart-
ment of Justica, and assertions are also made
at the private residence of a very prominent
member of the Cabicet, there is abolute
reticence, and no information can be ob-
tained.

There are indications that the usual
Cabinet session of 1ast Friday, at the close
of which the members repaired to the oflice
of the Attorney Goneral, and were engaged
for some time in consulting statutes, was
a session of very deep interest, and was
followed by several other consultations, in
addition to which it was noticeable that
one or two very prominent members were
actively visiting other departments, and
while there ia no positive otlicial knowledge,
it is generally believed that impressions
bhave met prominest government cfficials
that it is well to be preparrd for any con-
tingency, however remote it may be, that
can arise in the future, and out or the pres-
ent complications. Even this statement is
not made hy the Cabinet officers, but other
oflicials and persons who held intimate pec-
litical relations with members readily so
express ohemselves,

Among the reports which hLave had cur-
rency is one to the effect that at a meeting
Friday night ex-Governor Dennison, of
Ohio, with one of the commissioners of this
District, was present, and that on Saturday
Chief Supervisor Davenport, of New York,
and Governor Dennizon were together in
consultation with the Attorney General.
There are several other rumors atioat of
less interest, but generally there is no con-
firmation of them authorized by any high
authbority.

In addition to what has been said by the
General of the Army. Becretary Cameron
and Secretary Robeson, Secretary Chandler
said to-day that this military movement
was not a formal act of the administration,
but an ordinary army wovement. Ile him-
self did not know that any companies had
been ordered pere, and is not aware that
any more are coming. He thinks it just as
well to have them stationed here as else-
where, and in fact better, because it is a
cheaper place to feed them than most other
places.

Marshal of Kentucky.
The commiasion of Weden O’Neil as mar-
shal for Kentucky has been signed.
Second Artillery.
General Barry, commanding at Fortress
Monroe, has bwen ordered here. Most of
tlte troops here belong to his regiment.

POLITICAL.

Nerth Carollnn Legislature.

1ALEIGH, November 20.—The Legislature
of thia State, more than two-thirds Damo-
eratic, met to-day and organized. It elects
Senator Ransom.

Tilden's Malority in Alabamna.

MoxTGOMERY, November <0.—Tilden's

majority in Alabama is 34,381,

FOREIGN.

A Polish Piot.

Loxpox, November 0.—The Standard’s
dispateh from Berlin says the Ruseian po-
liee profess that they hava discovered a
plot in Poland. The Roman Catholio Bishop
of Zytomierz, in the province of Volhynia,
has been arrested and impriscned at Mos-
count. Several "olish curates have been
thrown into prison at Warsaw.

All dealers in arms are subjected to strin-
gent regulations.

Tchernayefl in Disgrace.

A telegram has been received in Vienna
stating that General Tchernayefl has been
superseded in the chief commmand of the
Serviaa army by General Semeka, formerly
commander of the Russian military distriot
of Odeeea.

The Winchester Spinners.

The Operative Spinuers’ Association held
a meeting at Winchester, and, while justi-
fying the Blackburn strike, directed the
men to retnrn to work. This action a
a lockout which would have affected 80,000
Lancashire operatives,

Applying for Letters of Marque.

The Berlin Post asserts that several
Amwericans have applied to the Russian
government for letters of marque to be
ueed against English shippieg in the event
of war.

Loss of Life—A Contingent for Xgypt.

Official returns at Calentta give the loss
of life by the eyclone at 215,000,

The Calcutta Pionecr says the Indian gov-
ernment ig preparing a sirang contingent
for Egypt in case of war.

The Russinns.

The Daiiy News' Vienna correspondence
says positively neither Germany nor Aus-
tria would oppose Russia’s entrance into
Roumania.

The strength of the Rassian army now in
process of molization ia 250,000, The ships
of the Russian Black Sea Navization Com-
pany have been impressed.

Serrano Determines to Retire,

The Madrid Zmperie! says: Marshal Ser-
rapo has determiced to retics to private lite.
A Hopetiul View,

Sanday papers generally taks a more
hopetnl view of the sitmation. The Z%imes
says this morning matters open eo fairly
that we are, perhaps, led to be too eanguine
in holding that peace is assured.

It is hard to believe that when ten par-
sons, all representiog powers deeply inter-
ested in keeping the peace, meet in council,
they will not maintain peace anbroken.

serting her right to send trosps to oS
lachia in the event of Russian inguion.wn

p— A Special Ambassador.

& Marquis of Salisbury, epecial ambas-
sador, to act at the ooming eo‘;ferenee.‘l‘:?t 2
for Constantinople with his family. He
will stop at Parie, Berlin and Vienna, pre- )
eumably for consultation with the respect-
ive foreign ministers.

A Denial from Reothschilds.

Thae Pall Mal! Gazelle publishee a letter
from Rothschilde, completely denyinz the
story published in the Cologne Guzelte on
Saturday, that they bave promised to ad-
vauce Russia money.

Activity at Woolwich.
. Careful ciiicial contradictions are pub-
lished this morning ¢f recent reports of
activity at Woolwich arsenal, where, the
Pos! stated on Satorday, an order had been
received for 10,000,000 cartridges, and 40,000
ammunition boxes in which to paek the
cartridges for transportation, The fhces-
sant demand for cartridges is solely in con-
sequence of the adoption of the Martini-
Heuory rifle in the Indian army.

Dail Sgeamer Wrecked.

The mail steamer Windsor Castle, plyin
between Great Britain and the (',‘appg o
Good Hope, has heen lost. The crew and
pa';.rhcnﬁex_-s.n;e sm;;:d. 5

e ritish gnnhoat Lapwing is r t
lost in a gale off Chafoo. - e

The Captured Steamer Moctezumn.

Havaxsa, November 20.—It is reported
that the steamer Moctezuma was seen near
Tortugas ieland, cft the Venezuela coast,
making for Laguayra. A Spanish war ship
hus gone in vuasuit. An eye witnees of the
seizare of tha Moctezuma saye: Eightoen
passengers, including four women, came
aboard &t Puerto Plato. The men de-
manded the surrender of the steamer in the
name of the republic of Caba. The female
passengers on the Moctezuma were appar- .
ently acectuplices. having ade various
demonstrations after the capture of the
ateamer in favor of the captors. The cargo
of the vessel consieted of fifty cattle, some
2000 bags of coflee, 1500 bags of corn and
numoreus packages of dry goods from St.

Thomas.
The Itallan Parilament.

Rome, November 20.—The Italian Parlia -
ment opened to-day. The King, in his
speech from the throue, referring to threat-
ening -events transpiring at the present
time, exg d fid in the of
the counsels of moderation to which his
government had given effectual support.

The Question of Church and State.
The King, in a apeech from the throne
regarding toe relations between the Churoh
and State, said that the extensive liberties
granted the Church ought mot to impsir
pablic liberties. The government would
therefore propose bills for rendering effi-
cient the reservation in the lawa respecting
the Papal Church.

— e

MISCELLANEOUS.

An Easterly Storm,

New YoRx, November 20.—An easterly
storm prevailed here since Saturday night.
Considerable damage in this city. Weather
reported very rough outside ¢f Sandy Hook.

A Murderer Disposed Of.

Mexriiis, November 20.—Joe Chase, who
waylaid and killed Leon Cohoupe, a French
dairyman, on Hernando road, near this
city, last November, was to-day sentenced
to twenty years' impriscument at hard
labor.

Convention of Railroad Mea.

A larze number of genera! ticket and
passenper agents of leading Sonthwestern
railroads are in this city to attend a con-
vention to-morrow for the adjustment of
passenger rates over their respective roads.

A Pilotboat Wrecked.

SavaNrAn, November 20.—The pilotboat
Meta capsized off Tybee at & P. M., Novem-
ber 17. Captain M. P, Ursina and two col-
ored boys wera on her. One of the boys
was washed off, and tha others were res-
cned by the steamship Rapidan at 5 A. M.
to-day.

Baltimore and Ohie Raliroad.

BALTIMORE, November 20.—At the regu-
lar annnal meeting of the stockholders of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company
John W. Garrett, president, submitted the
tiftieth annual report of the president and
directors to the stockholdera. Total reve-
nues of the road, branches and connections
for the fiscal vear ending September 30,
1376, $15,031,235, The expensee of working ,
and keeping the roads and machinery in re-
pair amounted to §,609,856, being 55.18 per
cent upen the earnings, ehowing a decrease
of 2.57 per cent compsred with the previ-
oua year's earnings. Steam and branches
in ccmparison with 1875 have decreased
§381,817, and working expenses have de-
creased $765,165, making a comparative de-
creaso in the net profits of $116,652,

The eurplus fund, representing capital
derived from net earnings invested in
branch and connecting roads and other im-
provements, $16,0:2,365; entire mortgage
indebtedness in currency and sterling, $23,-
162,629; showing an excess of surplus fund
above the entire mortgaze indebtedness of
$7,803,435. Eight hundred end forty-two
thousand eix hundred aund forty-three bar-
rels of flour and 17,517,946 bushels of grain
were brought to Baltimore during the fiscal
year. Of this aggregate of grain 15,048,107
busbels wers corn.

Probabilities.
WAR DepARTXENT,
Offies Chief Signal Officer,
Waehington, November 20, 1876—4:30 P. M.}

For the South Atlantic States, cool westerly
winda, backir: to warmer southwest, with sta-
t onm,\l‘ or higher pressiire, and clear weatler will

revall. 3
For the Guif States. Tennessep and the Ohio

valley, warmer southeriy winds, falling harometor
and partiy cloudy ot clear weather,

For the Midd'e Atlantic States, northeast back-
inrg to cooler northwest winds, falling fo! 'wed by
vising barometsr, clondy and rainy weather, clear-
away at Southern stat'ous,

Jaut onary signals continue from Cape May to
“astport, Maine.
River and Marine News.

Borruwesr Pass, November 20.—Wind zorthe
west. Arrived—Steawship Lone Star, Forbes, mas-
ter, from New York, to Charles A. Whitoey.
Sailed—~Steamanip Texas, for Liveipoo'; ship Ajax,
previous!y reported below, £ir Galveston.

Vicksstl ke, November 20 —Weather cold and
¢londy, Down—Alice, at 9 A, M ; Grand Republic,
at6 P. M. Up—VYazoo Valley, 2t 4 P. M. Arrived—
Damsel, at 5 A, M ; Natchez, at 6 P. M. River fall
one :;uh. it nowstands foartecn feet one inch.

[ s, November 20.—River fell four inches:
now nine feet four inches, Weather ¢lear; maxi-
mum thermometer 55 . Anlved—a.lvhnd, from

nsas river; fllinois, from Vieksburg., De-
g ad—Robert Mitchell and Fanchon, fur New
leans; Dells Memphis, for St. Louis.

Cincissati, November 20 —Rivee twelve feet
geven inches and 1ising. Weather cloudy and cocl.

§r. Lovis, Kovembder 20.—Arrived — City of
Vigksburg frein Vicksburz., The river Las fallen
siva ipches. Wenther cloudy and cold.

Catro, November 20.—Arrived—Cherckes, from
Cincinuati, at & P, City of Alton, from St.
Louis, at 4 P. M : Mande, from Vi

. D¢ d—Helena, for Viekel at wilright.
RBiver ien feet six iuches and fallng. Weather
ciear. Mercury 44 .

SvanaviLLe. November 20,—River seven feet and
stationary. Weather clsudy and cool.

LouisviLLm, November 20 —River risiog; five feet
teninchesin the canal. Weather cool aud cloudy.
rown—~(ipldan Rule fiom Cincinnati to New Ov-

in
C

eaLs.
P rrsuura, November 20.—River five fost tem

inches and rising here and at al! goints above.

Weather cloudy and rainy,

——— -

MAREKETS,

Domestic Markets,
New Yorg, November 20.—Money £:m; ¢ bid.
rling quiet at $4 825, Gold quist at 109% @
dovernments duli and stioag; new fives
States quiet and nowipai; Louisiang con-
as

sales 647 bales at
et receipts 77940 expuria to Great
; 10 France 1904; 1o the continent 5usi;

Co! nst rece ipts, 1305; grods, 6681 baTes.
Futures ciosed quist ana ensy; 8ales 22.000 bates,
as follows:  November 11 1516811 31-32¢; Decem-
ber 1! 1-22212¢; Javuary 12%¢; February 12 9.32,
March 12 Tlaalssze: Aprit 124e; May 12 25022
3 une 12 15 16@12 3 32¢; July 15 1.16@3-32¢;
August 1353-32@15 3 lbe. '
Stocks active, and a little hetter,
Sub-treasurv baances—Gowd, $5,550
cy, 00,668,
The enb-treasurer out on acco:
terest $52,000; for bonds, &1%00, A0S 0€in-
Customs receipts, $352,000.
Fleur dull but firm for new grades; cther kinde

12%E12 Sl6c;

,530; eur-

Turkey’s Rights.
Tarkey has sent a note to Bucharest as-
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