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T H E  R E T U R N IN G  B O A R D

SECOND DAY'S SESSION.

Parishes of Calcasieu, Cameron, Pointe 
Coupee, St. Bernard I St. James 

and St. John Canvassed.

Président Wells called the board to order 
at 11:30 A. M. There were present of the 
board Messrs. Wells, Anderson, Casanave 
and Kenner.

The minutes of the preceding meeting, 
excepting the report on rules and the pro
tests, were read and approved.

There were present on the part of the 
Republican delegation Messie. Stoughton, 
Hale, Parker, Vau A'.en and Beardsley; on 
the part of the Democratic delegation the 
same gentlemen were present as on the pre
vious day, including also the Hon. George 
W. Julian.

Mr. Kenner moved that the board go into 
executive session.

General Anderson stated that there were 
no petitions or motions to come before the 
board.

President Wells stated that the board 
would wait a few minutes, and that if ibere 
was nothing presented to the board they 
would then go into executive session.

Colonel Zaobarie asked permission to file 
two protests.

President Wells stated that the protests 
wonld be taken under consideration, and 
then announced that the board would go 
into executive session, and take up the 
parishes.

The following papers were banded in by 
Mr. Zacharie:
To the President and Members of the Returning 

Hoard of the State of Louisiana:
G e n t le m e n—The undersigned, of coun 

eel for Democratic Conservative candidates, 
hereby formally objeot, protest and except 
to the rulings made this day, November 20, 
1870, on the following points, and for the 
reasons hereinafter specified;

1. Tuey object, except and protest to the 
ruling of the board by which they are ex
cluded from attending the sessions of the 
board on the opening of the returns, and 
prevented from examining the returns in 
order te ascertain by comparison with the 
offioial dnplicates in their possession if snch 
returns are the originals returned by the 
officers ef election, or whether the same 
have been altered or fraudulently changed 
in any respect; that by said ruling the can
didates, represented by counsel, are pre
vented from challenging or objecting to 
any returns wbiob may be fraudulent in 
their character, vitiating them as official 
returns, all of which rating and its effects 
are contrary to law and in direct opposi
tion to the ruliDge and practice of the 
present board in 1874.

2. They especially object protest and ex
cept to the ruling of the board by which the 
said board is proceeding to count and com
pile the returns when the board is incom
plete, having a vacancy,because section two, 
act No. 98.1872, under which the said board 
is organized and now assuming to act 
provides that: “In case of any vacancy bv 
death, resignation or otherwise by either of 
the board, then the vacancy thall be piled 
by the residue of the board of returning 
officer;” thus making it mandatory upon said 
board to fill all vacancies which may iront 
time to time occur, wöeretore they object 
protest, aua except that said action in not 
filling said vacancy and proceeding without 
so doing '8 illegal, infoinii.1 and the proceed
ings ot said board null and of no effect until 
said formality is complied with.

3. That they further protest, except and 
object to the rules this day adopted by said 
board, because said rules couffict with the 
interpretation and practice ot said board in 
similar cases daring its session of 1874, and 
counsel further especially object, protest 
and except to rule seven, this day adopted, 
whereby secret sessions may at any time be 
ordered, as contrary to and not provided 
for by law, and contrary to the construction 
and praotioe of said board daring its ses- 
•ions in 1874

F. C ZACHARIE,
E. A. BURKE,
CHARLES CAVANAC,
F. McGLOIN,
J. R ALCEE GAUIHREAUX,
H. C. BROWN,

Of Counsel.
To the President and Members of the Returning 

Board ot the State of Louisiana:
G e n t l e m e n —me undersigned, counsel 

for Demooi atio United States supervisors 
of election, duly appointed and qualified 
as snch, do hereby, except, protest and ex
cept to any ruiiog made this twentieth day 
ot November, 1876, or that hereafter may 
bo made, whereby they are deprived or 
may be deprived of the right ot being 
present duriug the entire canvass and com
pilation of the results of the election lately 
held in the State of Louisiana, where n 
Electors for President and Vice President 
and members ot the Forty-fiftn Congress 
were balloted for, and the results of which 
said board is now canvassing.

That under the filth section of the 
United States act of February 28,1871, they 
are “to be and remain where the ballot 
boxes are kept at all times after the polls 
are open until each and every vote oast at 
said time and place shall be counted, and 
the canvass ol all votes polled be whollv 
completed and the proper and requisite cer
tificate or return made whether said cer
tificate or return be required under any 
law of the United States or any State, ter
ritorial or municipal law.”

That under said law United States Dis
trict Attorney J R Beckwith, under date 
of October 30, 1872, gave his written . flkial 
opinion for the instruction ami guidance of 
persons holding the offices now held by 
protestanrs wherein said Uoited S'ates dis
trict attorney said, “ltcau not he doubted 
that the dmy ol the supervisors extends to 
the inspection of the entire election, from its 
commencement, until the decision ot its re
sults. It the Uuited Stales Statutes were 
less explicit there still could be no doubt of 
the duty and authority of the supervisor to 
inspeot and canvass every vote cast for 
each and every candidate, State, parochial 
and Federal, as the law of the State neither 
provides nor allows any separation ot the 
election for representatives in Congress, 
etc., lrom the election of State and parochial 
officers. The election is in law a single 
election, and the poweroi inspection vested 
by law in the supervisors appointed by the 
court extends to the eniire election, a full 
knowledge of which may become neces- 
aary to defeat, fraud ” la  which opinion 
the Attorney General of the State of Louis
iana coincided.

Wherefore, protestants claim admittance 
to all sessions of the Returning Board, and 
protest against tbeir exclusion as un war 
ranted by law, as informed by their attor
neys has been done and is contemplated to 
be done hereafter in said proceedings of

“ “  C Z.CHAKIE,
E. A BURKE.
CHARLES CAVANAC,
F. McGLOJN,
J  R ALCEE GAUTHREALX,
H. C. BROWN,

Of Counsel.
The sergeant-at-arms was then ordered to 

clear the ro<»m of all except the invited 
guests and their reporters, and the business 
of executive session was proceeded with.

President Wells informed Judge Trum
bull that he had the right to invite any of 
bis friends who were present from other 
cities to remain in the room, rind the same 
courtesy would be extended to the gentle
men on the other side

Jndge Trumbull—I am not aware there

a lpfes!dent Wells—Mr. Stoughton, if you 
have any lriende, invite them to remain.

Mr. Stoughton — We are very much 
obliged to the board, but we have no gen-

t l Judge1 Trumbull—I believe there is no
body here except Mr. Julian. He is not on 
the oomuiitteo. . . . . ,

President Wells then asked what parish 
gbonld be taken op. . . .  , ,_.

judge Trumbull—I detire to aak for in

formation. How near are all the parishes 
inf

The clerk—There are eight yet to be 
heard from. .

General Anderson—The north Red river 
oountry is not in yet. Let. us take up Cata
houla. Is there any oontest in that parish!

The clerk—No, sir. .
President Wells—Bring it in. In Clai

borne, I understand, there is a contest.
Judge Palmer—How do you determine 

whether there is a contest or not in a par
ish!

President Wells—It is filed and sent with 
the returns in some instances. They come 
in two packages sometimes.

Governor Palmer—Can yon tell in every 
instance!

President Wells—Not unless the returns 
are accompanied by a protest.

Governor Painter—You have not yet 
reached any parish where there is a contest.

President Wells—We are passing them 
over, as, for instance, East Baton Rouge.

Mr. Van Alun—How many parishes are 
there which have not come in! How many 
are there altogether?

General 'Auderson—There are eight par
ishes which have not got in. There are fifty- 
six altogether.

Mr. Van Alen—Have yon any way of 
knowing when the returns will come in?

President Wells—No, sir; none.
General Andersen—Communication with 

the eight parishes that have not been heard 
from is by steamboat and by mail. Some 
go through from Shreveport to Galveston, 
and from Galveston here.

Mr. Van Alen—Have yon copies of the 
returns of these parishes!

General Anderson—No, sir; but we can 
go over the parishes that are in.

General Anderson here read a letter ac
companying a protest sent in by Messrs. 
Kennard, Howe & Prentiss.

Mr. Hale—What parish is that from?
General Anderson—They sent the letter 

in yesterday. I received it and filed it 
with the clerk.

Governor Palmer—Is this letter from a 
firm here in this city!

General Anderson—Yes, sir.
Mr Smith—When a protest is on the part 

of a State officer, do you lay it over, or can
vass for the presidential electors!

President Wells—Where there are frauds 
or irregularities we shall delay counting 
that vote in regard to the presidential elec
tors; if there are no irregularities in the 
vote we shall proceed.

Mr. Smith—I see one gentleman here is a 
candidate for jnstice of the peace, and an
other for constable. They desire to be 
heard. I suppose they are only concerned 
in their own offices!

General Anderson—That is all.
Mr Smith—Will yon then withhold the 

canvass for the presidential t lectors?
President W. Ils—No sir, I can not.
Mr Smith—It no protest is sent with the 

papers and no other evidence is offered of 
fraud except by letters, 1 desire to ask 
whether you will proceed to canvass for 
the eleotors and leave the canvass in regard 
to the State officers until the parties can 
be heard from!

President Wells—Generally the qnestion 
comes up as to the legality of the votes. If 
that is the oase. and it affects the electoral 
ticket, it must lay over.

Mr. Smith—Even though no specific ob
jection is made?

President Wells—Yes, sir.
General Auderson—I now give notioe 

that when the parishes composing my dis
trict are called up, I do not desire to be 
present, as I am ready to admit that my 
competitor has been elected.

Pi es ident Wells—In ease you withdraw 
you might go over the count.

President Wells here made the announce
ment that the electors of the districts in 
which there was a dispute must be ex
cluded, but the electors at large could, at 
aDy time, be present when there was a dis
pute arising in any of the parishes.

Major Beardsley—I understan d yon, Mr 
Chairman, that whenever there is a contest 
in relation to the electors that those at 
large, wheiher the contest is in any parish 
or in sny district, may be present?

President Wells—Yes, sir.
Major Beardsley—Bat that where it is 

local there can only he present those who 
are eleotors of districts where there is a 
eonteet!

President Wells—Yes. sir.
President Weils—I call for the parish of 

Catahoula.
Judge Trumbull—The returns of this par

ish don’t seem to have the supervisor’s in
dorsement on them.

General Anderson—This says returns of 
the parish of Catahoula, Charles F. Bell, 
chief clerk, consolidated returns, statement 
of votes.

President Wells—It contains a statement 
of the votes, does it not?

General Anderson—Yes. sir, but it is not 
signed by the supervisor outside at all.

President Wells—Yon had better open it 
and see whether it is net inside.

Judge Turmbull—On the outside there 
would be nothing to show that it had not 
been opened!

General Anderson—Nothing, except the 
seal.

Jadge Trumbull—Anybody can put that 
on.

General Anderson—But we can see in
side, and eee wbat it is. Let us look at Con
cordia parish; that is s.gned N. H. Nntt, 
supervisor.

President Wells—Who is the supervisor 
ol Catahoula?

Judge Trumbull—Ought that not to have 
been recripti d for?

Piesideut Wells—Bring us the receipt 
book to see on what day it was received, 
whether by mail or otherwise.

The A-sis ant Secretary—This package 
was received November 17.

President Wells—By whom does it say it 
was received ?

The Assistant Secretary—It says “received 
from the State Registrar November 16; elec
tion returns of Catahoula parish.”

Judge Trumbull—Received from the 
State It* gistrai ? Is he the proper person to 
have custody of it?

General Anderson—The law says return 
to the State R’gist rar or to the board. I 
suppose the State Registrar sent it here.

Mr. Kenner—Very often the Registrar 
gels them and sends them to the board.

General Anderson—We may as well open 
the package and see what it is.

The retun ■■■ from the parish of Catahoula 
were then ot aned. They were signed by 
C. C Blackman, supervisor of registration 
ot the parish, and sworn to and subscribed 
on the eleventh of November, 1876.

Presiuent Wells—Has it the seal of the 
clerk oi the oouri?

General Anderson—I don’t see the im
pression at all, but the signature is that of 
the clerk of the Twellth District Court; I 
know that.

Judge Trumbull—That don’t seem to be 
done like those of yesterday.

General A n d e r s o n — They generally fold 
them up.

Judge Trumbull—The practice is not uni 
form as to the manner of doing up the re
turns?

General Anderson—No, sir; it depends 
upon those who take charge of them and 
make them up.

Judge Trumbull—How many polling 
places are there in that district, do yon 
know exc> p' by this return?

General Aucerson—We only know by the 
returns and tally sheets. By examination 
there are fifteen here.

Judge Trumbull—I ask for information 
simply. Suppose the supervisor left out a 
pull, bow would you know the true num
ber!

General Anderson—We would not know 
it at all, unless there was a repoit from the 
parish.

President Wells—The local candidates 
attend io that.

Judge Trumbull—I was merely inquiring 
for inform ai ion as to the check against such 
a proceed ug.

President Wells—That is the check.
Protests were entered agaiust the count 

of Catahoula parish by W. F. Miller and 
Edward B Sp.n.

General Anderson—It appears that J. 
Floyd King reoeived fifty-seven votes for 
presidential elector in the fifth district,

and there is no auoh candidate aa J. Floyd 
King.

Judge Trumbull—Is there any snoh dif
ference in the votes that yon can account 
for these fifty-five ballots oast for him?

General Anderson—J. Floyd King re
ceives 37 votes for presidential elector in 
the fifth district; McEnery 62, Wiokliffe 
62. St. Martin 88, and all the others 88.

Judge Trumbull—That would not ac
count lor the fifty-seven votes.

President Wells—To simplify the ques
tion, I will state they make a list of the 
votes. For instance, you see there are 600 
votes, and yon must see what disposition 
has been made of those 600 votes. So the 
supervisor goes over the whole thing and 
tells how these 600 votes have been dis
tributed through the poll.

Judge Trumbull—It don’t appear what 
the votes are for. Why should they be 
connted lor presidential elector«?

General Anderson—It is stated that the 
election is for presidential electors, and 
he is not a regular candidate, and the 
supervisor simply puts him down on the 
tally sheet ana certifies to the votes and 
where he got them.

Mr. Kenner—Then his name was written 
on the’ticket that was cast?

General Anderson—It is on the sheet 
here.

Judge Trumbull—That won’t do, because 
here are lots of men on the sheet who are 
not presidential electors.

President Wells—The count of this par
ish goes over; it is contested. We can 
examine it now, and when it comes up we 
will be prepared to show how it is.

Some further examination was made of 
the returns from this parish, when it was 
passed over to be canvassed when the 
board gets through with the uuoontested 
returns. It appears that the highest Demo
cratic vote in the parish was 933, and the 
highest Republican 823. The lowest Re
publican was 817, and the lowest Democrat 
872.

Judge Trumbull—When yon take np that 
parish and pass npon it yon will find that 
one man says one thing, and another an
other. All that comes before you, does it 
not?

President Wells—Yes, sir; and if there is 
nothing to change the report of the super
visor we pass upon it as correct.

Judge Trumbull—I notice the statements 
of the officers do not agree. You observe 
that?

President Welts—Yes, sir.
Jndge Trnmbnll—I do not know what 

you do with these cases.
President Wells—We pass upon them.
The board then took np the parish of 

Concordia, and it appearing that there was 
a contest in that parish, also, it was 
passed over ander rale four.

Governor Palmer—Do I understand that 
Claiborne and Caldwell are not in?

General Anderson—No, sir; I believe they 
are not.

President Wells—We know the condition 
of Grant parish. The supervisor was run 
<>ff before the election was had. Here is 
Iberville.

The secretary—There is a contest there.
General Anderson—We wonld better take 

np Calcasieu and Cameron parishes, and I 
will withdraw.

President Wells—Bring Cameron parish 
np. General Anderson, you need not with
draw; you may remain in the room.

Judge Trumbnll—I wonld suggest to the 
board that the gentleman become an emi
nent citizen.

The return of Calcasieu parish was then 
brought into the room and opened.

Judge Trumbull desired to know how 
many polls there were in that parish.

Mr. Casanave answered that there were 
seventeen.

The returns were examined and pro
nounced to be correct. The following was 
the vote of the parish as called off by Mr. 
Kenner:
M c E n e ry .........................1298 K e llo g g ............................... 84
W ic k lif fe ........................ 1288 B u r c h ..................................84
St. Martin...............1294 Joseph..................... 84
P o c h e ................................1294 S h e ld o n .............................. 84
P e B a n c ..........................1298 M a r k s .................................84
S e a y ................................. 1292 L e v is e e ...............................84
C o b s ................................. 1292 B n  w .- te r ........................... 84
C r o s s . . . . . ................ ...1316 Ju ffrio n  ............................. 84

Cameron parish was next brought in and 
examined, and pronounced to be correct. 
The result was as follows:
K ellogg ............. ......................246
B u io h ............... ................52 W iekl if«. .......................246
J o s e p h .............. ............... 52 S t. M artin .......................246
S h e ld o n .......... ................52 P o c h e ......... ......................246
M a rk s ............... ...............52 D e B la c c .. ...................  246

...................U6

...................... 246

President Wells—Read the commission-
er’s remarks, Mr. Kenner.

Mr. Kenner—There are none. Walsh is 
the supervisor, and the return is signed by 
him.

President Wells—What is the vote on 
Governor.

Mr. Kenner—The vote stands: Stephen 
B. Packard 24 and S. B Packard 28; Nioh- 
olla gets 246; Antoine, for Lieutenant Gov
ernor, 50; Wiltz 246.

President Wells—There is no informality 
in the returns; send them to the clerk.

Plaquemines parish was next called for, 
bat, as there was stated to be a oontest 
there, the canvass was not made.

Pointe Coupee was brought in and 
opened. It appeared that Osear Joffrion 
was signed to the return as a supervisor.

Judge Trumbull—Is that the man who is 
an elector?

President Wells—Yes, sir. It must be 
the same. It is the same name.

General Anderson—It is the same name. 
I don’t know whether it is the same man or 
not. There are many persons of that name 
here. It is a very numerous family.

Judge Trumbull—Where does he live?
General Anderson—In Pointe Coupee.
Judge Trumbull—What is his statement?
General Anderson—There are no remarks 

at all. He makes returns in duplicate.
Mr. Smish—There is no contest at all, is 

there?
General Anderson—No contest at all.
The vote of Pointe Coupee was then de-

dared, as follows:
K ello v g ----- M cK nerv............
Bui cl».......... ................19H4 W ick liffe ............ ........1083
J o s e p h ........ S t. M ai t i n ........
S h e ld o o ----- P o c h e ..................
M ark* .......... De B la n o ............
Lt-Tisee----- ...............1988 S e a r ___' ............ ____1081
B r e w s te r . . . .................1986 C obb .................... ........1082
J o f f r o in . . . . ................2003 C ro ss ...................

For Governor—Packard 1943, Nicholls 
1096.

Governor Palmer—That corresponds with 
our returns.

President Wells—I have received a letter 
from New York, in which you gentlemen 
are interested as well as myself. I think I 
wonld better have it read to the board. 
Mr. Green, read that communication.

Mr. Green—It is a letter aadressed to 
Mr. Madison Wells, postmarked Hudson, 
New York, and is as follows;

N e w  Y o r k , November 18, 1876. 
Mr. Madison Weils:

Although a stranger to yon, and, God 
knows, 1 wish I may always continue to be 
one, I wish to say a few words to you and 
give you a little advice. If by aDd through 
your means, and the Board of Returners, 
with which you are associated, Samuel J. 
Tilden should be cheated out of his legal 
eleetion, “ot which here in the North there 
is no earthly donbt,” I would not give the 
value of a glass of whisky for your life, for 
five of us have taken as solemn an oath as 
can be taken, and we have sworn to have 
yonr heart's blood in case the farce of 
counting the votes are pursued in the man
ner we see by the paper, you and the rest 
ot your Radical nigger tools of a drunken 
loaier. Like Grants is here, sir. Look to 
yonr life, and for fear you may thinks this 
is a mere scare-erow letter we five are not 
afraid to subscribe our name, and defy you 
to do your best, and what is more, we are 
all American born.

ELIHU GOODWIN.
SAM HEATH.
CHARLES HUNT.
JAMES KEEFE.
PHIL LISK.

Governor Bigler—I hope it will be under
stood that every person condemns in un
measured terms that letter.

Governor Palmer—If those are genuine 
names they are the names of cowardly, 
lying blackguards, ae cordially scorned in

the North as here, and wherever there is an 
honorable man. North or South.

General Anderson—We don’t regard these 
things at all. We received them two years 
ago every day, and they told ns we would 
be hung to the lamp posts next morning.

President Wells then called for the re
turns from St. Bernard, St. Helena and St. 
Charles, bat it being ascertained that there 
was a contest in St. Helena, it was laid 
over.

The returns from St. Bernard were then 
inspected and the following result declared:
K e llo g g .. . .  •..................691
B u rc h ............................... 691
J o s e p h ..............................691
Sheldon..........................691
M ark s................................691
L e v ise e ............................691
B re w s te r .........................691
Jo f tro in .............................691

M cE n e ry ..........................336
W ick l if te ......................... 336
S t. M a r tin ........................336
P o c h e ................................336
D e S la u c ...........................336
S eny ................................... 336
4 o b b .................................. 336
C ro ss .................................336

For Governor—Packard, 691; Nicholls, 
335.

General Anderson — There is nothiog 
wrong in the returns. There are no pro
tests and thev are all in form.

President Wells—Send them over to the 
clerk.

The returns of St. James parish was next 
taken up and inspected, and the result de
clared as follows:
K e llo g g ........................ .1989 M '-F.nerv . . . ................TO
B u n  i t .......................... .1991 W ic tl i f f e . . . ................9; 9
J o s e p h ......................... ................ 942
Sta* Id o n ....................... 1990 P a c b e ............ .............. 944

................942
L e v is e e ....................... .1991 Si a  , ................
B re w s te r .................... 1991 C obb .............. ................941
J o t f r o i a ....................... 1990 C r o s s ............ ................976

For Governor-—Paokard, 1984; Nicholls,
984.

General Anderson—There is no objection 
to this return; it is all in form.

President Wells—Send it over to the clerk.
Judge Trumbull—There are no notes by 

the supervisor, are there ?
General Anderson—No. sir.
The returns of the parish of St. Charles 

were then produced for canvass.
General Andei son read the remarks of 

the supervisor—C. A Bossier—showing that 
the returns had been sworn to before 
J. B. Martin, deputy olerk for the parish of 
St. Charles, and that there were two polling 
places selected and a division made in the 
commissioners, instead of one polling place 
as selected by him, and that C. Wise de
manded that the pells should be opened at 
half-past five, and proceeded to swear in 
commissioners at the polls not appointed 
by him and before the hour; that the law 
directed that he should consider the polling 
places selected by these gentlemen as im
proper and their acts illegal. The registrar 
also reported that there were eight more 
votes in the box in the seventh poll than on 
the list.

General Anderson—This parish presents 
the qnestion i hat we will have tu settle, 
and I suppose we will have to lay it over 
until we have got through with the unoon- 
tested parishes.

The vote, however, was announced as
follows:
K ellogg ...........................1242 M c K n e rv ..........................264
B u rc li ..............................1242 W ick liffe ........................  264
J o s e p h ............................ 1242 S t. M a n ic ...................... 264
S h e ld o n .......................... 1242 P o o h . ...............................  264
M a rk s ..............................1240 D rB ia n c ........................... 264
L e v is e e ..........................1242 S eay .................................. 264
B -e w s te r .......................1242
Joffroin....................  1242

General Anderson-

C o tb .
C'oeo..
Now in that parish 

there wer6 sixteen more ballots in the 
boxes than there were regis'ered on the 
supervisor’s polling list, and there is a dif
ference of twenty-lour votes in favor of the 
McEnery ticket.

Judge'Trumbull—This question you re
serve, then!

President Wells—Yes, eir. Lay the re
turns aside.

St. John the Baptist parich vas nert 
taken up, and the result declared, as fol
lows:
Keliogp 
B u rc h  . 
Jo se p h .

M cE n e rv ., 
W ickliffe  . 
S t. S la itin .

S h e ld o n ...........................1283 P oche ................................198
M a rk s .............................. I2SS l>e B la n c .......................  743
L e v is e e .......................... 1288 S e a y .................................... 243
B re w s te r ........................1288 C o b b ................................... 143
J o f f o r in ..........................1288 C ro ss ...................................749

For Governor—Packard, 1387; Nicholls,
7.Ü7.

Governor Palmer—We have 743 votes for 
Poche; your returns give him but 738.

General Anderson—The additions in the 
returns are correct, giving him 738.

Governor Palmer—I see a very striking 
discrepancy between our report and the re
port from St. Charles of thirty-four.

Mr. Smith—The return and the explana
tion are all there.

President Wells—Are there any remarks 
on the paper.

General Anderson—There are no remarks; 
everything is in form.

President Wells—Send it over to the 
clerk.

General Anderson—How many parishes 
have we gone over to-day ?

Mr. Kenner—We have got through with 
six—Calcasieu, Cameron, Pointe Conpee, 
St. Bernard, St. James and St. John the 
Baptist.

General Anderson—Gentlemen, are you 
satisfied with the work to-day? We have 
opened eleven parishes, bnt we have only 
gone over six. The balance are contested.

The board adjourned to meet to-day at 
eleven o’clock. __________

R ivers.
Daring the past week the Red, Savan

nah, Cumberland and Tennessee rivers 
have remained low and nearly stationary. 
The Missouri has fallen from four to seven
teen inches between Omaha arid Jefferson 
City. The Mississippi has risen seven 
inches at La Crosse, six at Dubuque, and 
sixteen at Vicksburg, but has fallen live 
inches at St. Paul, four at Davenport, ten 
at Keokuk, twenty at St. Louis, thirteen 
at Cairo, and six at Memphis and Helena 
The Ohio has fallen slightly at Lcuisville 
and below, but has risen two feet feet at 
Pittsburg, and is now rising at Marietta,

C ourt Item s.
The courts aro gradually filling up their 

offioial corps of officers, regardless of the 
Returning Board. Yesterday Mr. Edward 
M. Hunt was sworn in as shorthand re
porter of the Fifth District Court. There 
he will add to the excellent reputation he 
made last term in the same capacity in the 
Second District Court.

Tho Temperature.
The thermometer at Louis Frigerio’e, No. 

50 Chartres street, stood as follows Novem
ber 21; At 8 A. M., 45°; at 2 P. M., 60°; 
at 6 P. M., 59°. Lowest point on the morn
ing of November 21. 39°.

A ppointm ent.
Governor Kellogg has appointed James 

W. Chapman, of Boston, Massachusetts, 
commissioner of deeds for Louisiana.

Get rich. 
Get rich. 
Get rich. 
Get rich.

Do it yourself.
Do it yourself.
Do it yourself.
Do it yourself.

Buy a ticket in the 
Buy a ticket in the 
Buy a ticket in the

Grand Extra Drawing December 4.
Grand Extra Drawing December 4.
Grand Extra Drawing December 4.

H ow  T h irte en  Votes W ere  L ost.
The Eureka (Nevada) Sentinel says: A 

certain candidate has lost thirteen votes 
through making a rash prom se to his wife. 
He hod promised that in the event of his 
election he would buy her a seal-skin cloak 
and a pair of uavy-blue stockings, and she 
couldn't rest till the told thirteen lady 
friends ail about it. The ladies expressed 
themselves as “awful glad” to hear it, but 
threatened their husbands with a suit of 
divorce if they dared to vote for this par
ticular candidate “That old cat would 
look nice in a seal-skin cloak and navy-blue 
stockings, wouldn’t she?” is Iha way they 
expressed themselves in speaking ot the 
candidate’s wife. Who l'ave that women 
^ave no political infioenoef

POLITICAL NOTES.

“We have bad à very exoiting canvass 
and have done onr best to beat him, hot I 
freely admit that we have folly demon
strated that Mr. Packard is an honest and 
npright man. If the count should elect 
him, I trelieve Louisiana would get a first 
rate Governor, if only the people will help 
him to do right.”

This was the ntterance of a prominent 
Democrat and a leading New Orleans finan
cier to a group of friends at the St. Charles 
last evening. It is indicative of the philo
sophic spirit with which onr people generally 
are settling down to the oonvietion that it 
is far wiser to make the best that can be 
made out of the declared result than to 
again engage the common wealth in révolu' 
tionary outbreaks, because certain wished 
for changes have failed of accomplishment.

In business circles the universal express
ion is for a speedy decision. Whatever 
conclusions the Returning Board shall de
duce from the facts placed before it, it is 
hoped will be quickly rendered and every 
measure adopted that will expedite th^ 
the busineiH in hand. The present unset
tled state o£, public affairs is a virtual es- 
toppal to business enterprise of all kinds, 
which only decision, one way or the other, 
can remove.

The Houston Age, with tho same degree 
of calmness that it discusses the Turkish 
atrocities, declares that it “the Radical con
spirators at Washington attempt to seat 
Hayes,” and thereby “precipitate another 
bloody civil war’’—

Let the carpet-bag Governors of South 
Carolina, Louisiana and Florida—who are 
evidently concerned in the deep laid plot— 
look oat, for they will be the first to fall be
töre the fnry of an outraged people.

How vividly this brings to mind the mar
tyrs of 1861 who fell viotims to “the fnry of 
an outraged” Democracy for believing that 
Abraham Lincoln ought to be President be* 
cause he had been elected. Bat there is a 
vast difference between then and now, as 
each promoters of treason as the Age and 
its sort may realize. The nation is thor
oughly aroused ts the designs of the De
mocracy to seize the reins of government 
through the coerced vote of a solid Sooth; 
and there is no weak and faltering Demo' 
crat at the helm of the ahip of State.

About all the Republican votes cast in 
Franklin parish were at a poll on the bor
ders ot Tensas, where a moral support was 
given to the colored people, and the ball- 
dozers were few. The principal polling 
place was Winnsboro, and here the boys 
just had oceans of fnn. The amusing cusses 
jast called it a “coon” hunt, and enjoyed it 
better than a circus. There were two Dem
ocratic tiokete—the “independents” and 
the “straight outs”—m the field; and botn 
sides agreed that they had no use for Re
publican votes in Franklin parish. So 
“nig.r-ers ’ were fair game, and activity must 
decide. Scouts were sent in all directions, 
the colored voter was snatched on sight, 
taken to the headauarters of bis captors, 
supplied with his Democratic ticket, and 
led up to the polling booth to deposit 
it. Of course the colored man did not re
monstrate. He did not claim that he was 
an American citizen who was answerable 
only to bis own conscience for the ballot 
he cast. He knew that wonld be negro in
surrection which “the people” of Franklin 
would promptly suppress. So failing to es
cape voting at all, he did simply what he 
was told to do by his masters.

The Returning Board will have a large 
number of affidavits, and some twenty-five 
witnesses to substantiate this brief descrip
tion of the free, fair and foil election in 
Franklin parish.

Commenting on the shotgun overthrow 
of the torty thousand Republican majority 
in Mississippi, and the monumental fraud 
which its present deolared Democratic ma
jority of 60,000 constitutes, the Jackson 
(Mississippi) Southern Republican asks;

is there an intelligent man in America 
who believes that the voice of the people 
of Mississippi, guaranteed (?) by the consti
tution, has been expressed in tbeir selec
tion of a chief magistrate of the nation? 
Does any man of ordinary intelligence be
lieve that Samuel J. Tilden believes that he 
is the choice of the voters of Mississippi 
for President of the United States? And 
yet he i6 content to occnpv the chair in 
which sat Washington and Lincoln, with a 
full knowledge that only by the most stu
pendous frauds that ever disgraoeu a civil
ized country oould t hat end have been com
passed.

The solution of our troubles will perhaps 
lie in the treatment of the Mississippi case 
by Congress. A prompt and emphatic re
jection of the olaiins of Mr. Lamar to a seat 
in the Senate, and the declaration that our 
sorely articled sister State is withont a 
government such as is contemplated by the 
constitution, may result in her temporary 
remission to a territorial condition; but 
even this additional reconstruction is better 
than the suocessful consummation of a 
fraud which would threaten the liberties of 
the whole nation.

The unsophisticated country Democratic 
editors are still harping upon the “conoes' 
sions” made to the Republicans by the 
Wheeler compromise. Their more observant 
city brethren are sagely silent on this sub
ject since the election returns have come in. 
These incontestable figures show that the 
Retnrning Board was right; that the Demo
cratic claim to majorities in Rapides, La
fourche, St. Martin, Iberia, Assumption, 
Terrebonne and Avoyelles parishes were 
fraudulent, and that the seats in the Legis
lature representing these districts conferred 
npon them by the Wheeler adjustment was 
a great wrong to the lawful Republican 
claimants. Each of these parishes has vin
dicated the Returning Board and repu
diated the terms of the compromise by send
ing tbis year Republican delegations to the 
Legislature.

Is it intended as a hint for the assassin 
to begin his work? The Vieksbnrg Herald 
intimates that if death should snatch away 
a Louisiana Hayes elector before he oast 
his vote, the statutes provide no way to fill 
the vacancy, and Hence Tilden would bene 
fit. The Herald is wrong regarding the 
legal point, bnt tho significant suggestive- 
ncss of its paragraph is not diminished by 
this ignorance of the law.

Lincoln parish sounds the tocsin for war. 
Its Democratic organ, the Vienna Sentinel— 
an earnest and able organ, too— declares 
that the Returning Board intends to throw 
ont the “Democratic gains” with wbiohthe 
ballot-boxes have been staffed, and it is too

“ high spirited” to  subm it. R egarding the 
rem ainder of the people i t  asks:

Will they snbmit to this and allow the 
chains forged by the miscreants who have 
so long held ns down to be riveted? Or 
will they rise in their might and-wrath, and 
barling defiance in the teeth of the national 
government whioh has so long fostered and 
upheld their oppressors, assert their rights, 
and defend to the last extremity those 
liberties so dear to the hearts of Louisiana?

This is the alternative that will in all 
probability be presented to onr people. 
Either one is dreadiul to contemplate, but 
for our part we prefer extermination to a 
cowardly surrender of what onr fathers so 
nobly gave tbeir lives for.

We put on record, thus timely, these evi
dences of a Democratic determination to 
inangurate a new rebellion, that none need 
be surprised by its development, and that 
the authorities will have no excuse for not 
summarily crushing it out.

The Democratic town connoil of New 
Iberia hired a large oonstabulary foroe at 
$2 50 a day to aid in bulldozing Repub
lican voters daring the election. This has 
failed to excite any Democratic ire that we 
have heard of. _

A Democrat in Error.

The following funny story appears in the 
New York Graphic, from a Washington 
correspondent:

A remarkable case of mistaken identity 
comes to my knowledge through the com
missioner of internal revenue, General 
Ranm. It set ms that during the few days 
preceding the adjournment of Congress 
Oscar Holt was appointed collector of in
ternal revenue for the northern district of 
Louisiana, on the recommendation of Sen
ator West and the members from that 
State, and confirmed by the Senate. No 
offioial notioe was given to Holt of his ap
pointment, as Senator West did not know 
his address at the time, and the commission 
was to remain in tbe department until Holt 
oonld be heard from. It was telegraphed 
to the newpapers, however, as all appoint
ments are. In a few days after the pub- 
lication Commissioner Raum reoeived a 
letter from Oscar Holt, who stated that he 
saw be bad been appointed, and was very 
gratified, etc. He was in Murray, 
Kentucky, and desired the offioial 
notice sent there. This was in accordance 
with Senator West’s request, and was com
plied with. The usual notification was 
sent to Murray, Kentneky, and the in
structions in regard to the bond to he givs n 
by tbe new collector. The summer passed 
and there was considerable correspondence 
between the bureau and Holt, as he was un
able to give a satisfactory bond. Toe mat
ter was delayed, however, for the return of 
the commissioner, who was in Illinois dur
ing election time, and when he returned 
there came a note lrom a prominent Federal 
official in Kentucky begging to know on 
whose recommendation Osear Holt was ap
pointed collector of Louisiana. The letter 
s’ated that he was a resident of Murray, 
Kentucky, and bad never been to Louisiana 
in his life, that he was a Demoorat and had 
always been, was in tbe Confederate army, 
and was a man of had eharaoier wherever 
he was known.

This somewhat surprised Commissioner 
Ranm, and although Holt was ready to give 
his bond, the commissioner thought he 
would del(y accep iug it till he could see 
Senator West, who was expected every 
day.

Finally the Senator came, and one of the 
first things he did was to oompiain at the 
commissioner’s office that Holt had never 
beard anything officially in reference to his 
appointment.

The commissioner stated that the depart
ment had carried on considerable corre
spondence with him, but had delayed final 
action until he (S ta to r West) could be 
seen, as Holt va< represented to be a Dem
ocrat, a resident ot Kentucky, and a man 
of bad character.

“Who says that?” asked the Senator.
The commissioner gave the name of his 

informant, when West pronounced the 
whole statement a lie. he said that Holt 
was a native of Louisiana, was a Unionist 
daring the war, and was a man of excellent 
reputation, and besides, the Senator added, 
“he writes me that he has not heard a sin
gle word from this department in reference 
to his appointment.”

Tbe Senator fumbled in his pocket till he 
found the letter. The commissioner exam
ined it and fonnd that the manuscript was 
altogether different from any he had seen 
before. Farther explanation and inquiry 
showed that it was a oase of mistaken iden
tity, and that the Osear Holt of Kentucky 
was the wrong man in the right place.

W ho W ill Corns the E lectoral Vote Î
Justice Kent, disonssing this question, 

now of so universal interest in this oountry, 
answers it in his Commentaries as follows: 

“The constitution does not expressly de
clare by whom the voles are to be oonnted 
and the result declared. In the oase of 
questionable votes and a < losely con' sted 
election this power may be all-important; 
and, I presume, in the absence of legislative 
provision on the subeot, that the President 
of the Senate counts the votes and deter
mines the result, and that the houses are 
present only as spectators, to witness the 
fairness and accuracy of the transaction, 
and to act only if no choice be made by the 
electors.”

This is the judgment of one of the great 
lights of American law.

H o d . James M. Mason, of Virginia, Dem
ocratic Preeident of the Senate in 1857 
opened the joint session of the two branches 
of Congress, whioh met February II to wit
ness the counting of the electoral votes ca«t 
for Fremont, Fillmore and Buchanan, in 
these words, in accordance with the opinion 
of Justice Kent: “Pursuant to law, and in 
obedience to the concurrent order of the 
two houses, the President of the Senate 
will now proceed to open and count the 
votes which have been given lor President 
and Vice President of l he United States.’ 
Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky, Repre
sentative from the Louisville district, pro
tested against counting the vote of Wiscon
sin, but Mr Mason ruled him out of order. 
Mr. Mari it all and Mr. Toombs vainly tried 
to have resolutions passed asserting the 
right of Congress to oonnt the vote, aod 
Mr. Mason’s ruling that tbe count belonged 
to the President of the Senate only, accord
ing to Kent’s opinion, was sustained.

Following Judge Kent’s opinion and Mr. 
Mason’s precedent, tbe distinguished Re
publican statesmen and jurists now in New 
Orleans have foreshadowed tbe determina
tion of the Republican members of both 
branches of Congress to pursue the follow
ing line of procedure in counting the elec
toral vote next winter—“as in the case of 
any officer charged by law with the duty of 
verifying and declaring the result of any 
eleotLn and investigating, with no discre
tion, as when the President of the Senate 
counts the votes ot the eleoters of the sev
eral States in tbe election of President and 
Vice President under the Constitution ot 
the United States.”

The withdrawal of the Democratic mem
bers from the Senate and House, or their 
absence lrom sickness or other causes, will 
not hinder ibe counting of the electoral 
votes f r  in proc-'edmg all the same.—Louit- 
ville Commercial.

BY T E L E G R A P H .

THE SITUATION.

Chandler Telegraphs from Florida.
Washington. November 21.—William E. 

Chandler, telegraphing from Florida, claim# 
the State for Hayes, bnt says it ts close.

The Situation In South Carolina.
The Herald special says regarding South 

Carolina: The result of the election may 
be briefly summed np on the Democratic 
eide es follows: The election of Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, a gain of seven 
State Senators and thirty-one Representa
tives, whioh gives a majority ahd secure# 
the return ot a Democrat to the United 
State Senate; a gain of two Congressmen;

gain of five solicitor# ottt of eight. The 
eleetion of the Comptroller General and 
probably of the Attorney General and Su
perintendent ot Education.

m atters In Florida.
Tallahassee, November 21.—There ia 

notbing new in tbe situation in Florida. 
Everything awaits the coming of returns. 
Offioial returns have been received from all 
but nine counties. The count will hardly 
be commenced this week.

Tffe circuit court to-day issued an injunc
tion against the Governor and a mandamus 
to the Returning Board. The order would 
make two columns of the Republican.

Trying to Tie a Legal Knot.
The attorneys of the Democratic manag

ers yesterday applied to Jndge White, of 
the Circuit Court, for two orders, one re
straining the Governor lrom canvassing the 
returns of the electoral vote, or issuing hi# 
certificate to any elector or eleotors unless 
by order ot the regular appointed board of 
canvassers; another in the shape of a man
damus to the Retnrning Board, ordering 
them to proceed at once to the canvass of 
tbe votes. The judge granted the injunction 
prayed for temporarily, and ordered tha 
Governor to show cause on Thursday next 
why the injunction should not issue perman
ently. He also issued an order command
ing the members of the Returning Board to 
show cause, on next Thursday, when this 
mandamus ordering them to proceed to a 
canvass at once, should not be issued. The 
paners were served this evening.

There is an appeal from the cironit jndge 
to tue Supreme Court snbjeet, however, to 
this possible difficulty. The Supreme Court 
is not now in session, and will not convene 
in regular session until next January. If it 
does not ot its own volition convene aa  
extra session before the sixth of December, 
when the electors’ certificates are obliged 
to issue, there can be no appeal from Judge 
White’s decision, as there will be no conrt 
in session to which the appeal can be made.

The Sooth Carolina Case,
Columbia, S. C., November 21.—Tbe 

Beard of Canvassers made their report to 
tbe Supreme Court to-day ou the electors 
and State officers. The court now permits 
tbe Board of Canvassers to decide only 
Congressmen and legislators as indicated 
by the returns. This action will decide the 
question of Governor. Tbe court will act 
to-morrow regarding the »port of the board 
on eleotors and State officers. Ex United 
States Attorney General Ackerman, Uni
ted States District Attorney Corbin, and 
ex-Congressman Elliott appeared as attor
neys for the Republican candidates.

Official Vote ot Pennsylvania.
H a r r i s b u r g , Novsmber 21.—Th« offioial 

vote of Pennsylvania is: Hayes 381,148, Til
den 366.204, Cooper 7204.

The Odd Elector in Vermont.
M o n t p e l i e r , November 21 —An c l  ibor- 

ate argument is progressing before the 
eonnty counting board, on a in ttiun that 
they return Postmaster S illace to the Gov
ernor a s  inti gib!3. No decision his been 
reached.

The Board of County Clerks reassembled, 
and John B. Hale, county clerk for Ben
nington county, offered the following reso
lution:

Resolved, Tnat this Board of Canvassers 
are ot opinion that their powers are simply 
ministerial, and that their duties are already 
defined by the statutes of this State, and 
they, therefore, decline to hear or receive 
evidence outside of the certificate of vote# 
by the proper authorities.

Adopted.
The course for tbe contesting electors will 

be to apply to the Supreme Court of the 
State for an injunction.

WASHINGTON.

Troops at the Capital.
Washington, November 21.—Fall Cabi

net. Only routine bnsiness. No allusion 
made to ordering troops to Wasbington. It 
may be added, on the authority of two 
members of tbe Cabinet, tbis snbjeet hae 
never been discussed or acted upon by that 
body.

Counting all arms, with the marines, the 
military foroe here is about 1200. There is 
no excitement abont the matter. The Dis
trict government is a very feeble affair, and 
there have already been signs of turbu
lence.

Marine.
Consul Salters, at Nassan, reports to the 

State Department i h i wreck of tha Amer
ican schooner Timm as H. Sweeney, from 
Philadelphia to New Orleans, with coal and 
gunpowder.

The lops of the sclnoner Annie Vorden, 
from Philadelphia lor Galveston, is re
ported.

A S ligh t Sensation .
The engagement of rooms at the Riggs 

Houee by th a  Maryland and Virginia 
Boundary Commission has given rise to the 
sensation of a meeting of prominent South
ern men to consider the political situation.

N E W  Y O R K .

Personal.
Hon. George L Smith, United States 

Congressman elect from tbe fonrth district, 
returned to New Orleans yesterday in ex
cellent health and spirits. It is certain 
that his constituents have appreciated his 
services, for they have re-elected him by a 
respectable majority. They could not have 
made a better selection. He has worked 
hard for the Republican ticket during the 
canvass, and has gained it thousands of 
votes, bnt he will work still harder for bi# 
district and State in the national oonncila.

Clearing Up.
New York, November 21.—The storm 

raging in tbis vicinity since Sunday morn
ing is clearing away.

Kelly Married.
Hon. John Kelly was married this morn

ing to Miss Festa“Mullen, niece of Cardinal 
McCloskey. The wedding was very quiet- 
Tue ceremony was performed by the Car
dinal.

Billiards.
The biliiard tournament, four cash prize# 

amounting to $1500 and a billiard table 
worth |500, commenced last night, the ta
ble going to the highest average soorein all 
the games. Players entered—Cyrille and 
Joseph Dion, Rudolphe, Slosson, Garnier,. 
M. Daly and Jacob Schaffer. The tourna
ment will last Dine days. Tbe first game 
was between Cyrille and Joseph Dion, and 
was won by Joseph in twenty-eight innings, 
while Cyrille only made 140. The second 
game, between Rudolphe and Slosson, was 
won by Rudolphe. Slosson stood, 297.

FOREIGN.

The Porte Objects to Foreign Occupation.
L o n g o n , N o v i tuber 21.—Representatives 

of the Porte abroad h ave been instructed 
to make known its resolution that the Sal
tan neither could nor wonld, under any oir- 
c uni (tance s, consent to the occupation of 
Turkish territory, even by the most friendly 
power.

Ab Atter •Dinner Talk.
Mr. Cr css, Home Secretary, at a banquet, 

spoke hopefully ot the aspect of Eastern 
affairs. He thought the conference would 
meet before the end of the week.

W a r P repara tions .
Russia and Turkey continue war prepara

tions.
A special from Pesth says Russia is deter

mined on war.
D eath o f  a Portuguese M inister.

Duke SaJdonha, Portuguese minister at 
London, is dead.

An Audience with the Czar.
Tbe Foreign Offiae publishes a dispatch 

in whioö Lord Lottus, the British ambas
sador to Russia, reports in detail what

OORiauao oh voubth r taa .)


