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@FFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE UNITED STATES
—_——
@FFICIAL JOURNAL OF NEW ORLEANS,

THE ELECTION LAW

A HISTORY OF SUPFRAGE IN LOUISIANA
SINCE RECONSTRUCTION.

New Orueans, November 21, 1876.
@General James A, Garfie'd:

Dear 81R—One of the distinguished
gentlemen from the Northern States who
in company with several others had vis-
ited our State for the purpose of examin-
ing our laws on elections and the methods
used in ascertaining and declaring the
wote requested me to furnish an ac-
oount of the origin and nature of our
election laws. As this gentleman has re-
turned North, I take the liberty to ad-
dress my reply to you.

Prior to 1870 the election laws of
this State were similar to those of other
Btates; the elections were held at regu-
larly appointed polls, and the votes
oounted by a certain class of officers
known as judges or inspectors of elec-
tion. These officers were clothed by lgw
with the power of muking returns.
This power consisted, first, of official
authority to receive the votes, then
to count them, which counting in-
volved the semi-judicial authority of
accepting or rejecting votes, as they
were legal or illegal, this power, of
course, being limited by law, and
the additional power of making the offi-
cial certificates of the result of the vote
technically called the return, this return
being prima facie evidence of election.
The Louisiana law in all these respects,
prior to 1870, conformed in general out-
line to the laws of other States. The

last election held under this law
was the election hed in Novem-
ber, 18¢8. In 1870 the law was

changed, and a wide departure taken
in the methods of election and in the
powers and duties of the respective offi-
cers of election from the cld law of the
State end from the laws of other States.
The most material change, however, and
the one around which the other mi-
mor changes were grouped was this:
In depriving the commissioners of elec-
tion presiding at the several polls
of the function and authority which such
cofficers had previously exercised, of mak-
ing the final and official count of the vote,
and of making the certificate or return
~of the same, which constituted the prima
JSacie evidence of election; them, in
lessening the number of returning officers
to five for the whole State, and investing
these officers with the above named func-
tions and authorities of returning officers;
nsmely, those of making the final and
official count, and the only certificate and
return of election known to the law. The
law-then went further, and invested these
five returning cfficers with another power,
namely, when in any section or precinct
of the State the election had been nulli-
fied by wholesale violence, distuibance,
riot or intimidation, or by wholesale frand,
the power to examine into the nature and
extent of these acts of violence or fraud;
sand where they had been of such a nature
and extent as to render the election nall
and void, so to declare, and to refuse to
oount the so-called votes, which had thus
been made null and void.

In thus stating concisely the material
change made in the law of election, by
the legislation of 1870, I will proceed,
to state briefly some of the principal
facts in the bhistory of the State, prior to
the enacting of the law which led to
this change. For a period of about (five
or six months prior to the election of 1868,
this State was the theatre of much and
widely extended violence, bloodshed and
murder. Owing to many causes, proba-
bly those resulting from the war just
closed, and from the dissatisfaction of a
large class of people with the changes
which had been wrought by the results of
the war, the political opposition, during

the canvass, to the Republican party took |-

the shape of a secret and armed political
society, known as the Knights of the White
Camelia. By the records of the legislative
committee appointed in 1868, and of the
eongressional committee, known as the
Stevenson committee, whose report
was made to Congress in 1869, in which
the ritual, constitution and history of this
secret and armed political club were pub-
lished, it will be seen that it had branches
in almost every parish of the State of Lou-
igiapa. It will also be seen by reference
to the report of the Stevenson committee,
that there was a wide and extended terror
throughout the State among Repub-
licans, and especially colored people, and
that the chief instrumentality of spread-
ing this terror was this secret political
organization.

By reference to the same report it will
also be seen that pianters and merchants
throughout the State bound themselves in
resolutions and in clubs to proscribe in
business and in employment persons who
voted against the Democratic party. By
reference to the same authority it will
be seen, by extracts from the different
Democralic newspapers of the time in this
State, that the Democratic press of the
State in some cases advocated violence
and bloodshed for political ends; in other
cases covertly and secretly encouraged it,
and in no case openly condemned it. Ex-
tracts from the New Orleans 7imes, New
Orleans Picayune, New Orleans C(rescent.
New Orleans Commercial Bullelin, St.
Martin Courier, Shreveport Times, Plant-
ers’ Banner, Baton Rouge Democratic
newspaper and Alexandria Democratic
newspaper; and reference to the files of
that yeur of these papers, will giveabund-
ant and astonishing proof as to the extent
to which the newspaper press went in
countenancing and encouraging blood-
shed for political ends.

During that year, from September until
November, five horrible massacres of col-
ared people were perpetmted by the Dem-

oerats. On the twenty-eighth of Septem-
Der, 1868, in the parish of St. Landry, &

massacre oocourred of colored people,
which lusted from three to six days, and
during which from 200 to 300 people were
killed; between the twentieth and thir-
tieth of September, a gimilar massacre oc-
curred in the parish of Bossier, which
lasted from three to four days, daring
which over 200 colored people were killed;
in the parish of Caddo, in the month of
October, over forty colored people were
killed; in the parish of Jefferson, in the
month of Osztober, forty persons were
killed and wounded; in the parish of St.
Bernard, in the month of October, an-
other horrible massacre occurred, which
lasted for three days, during which over
100 people were killed and wounded; in the
parish of Orleans, in the months of Sep-
tember and October, two attacks were
made upon Republican processions, du-
ring which about sixty persons were
killed; in the parish of St. Mary, in Oc-
tober, 1868, the sheriff and parish judge,
both Republicans, were publicly assas-
sinated at their houses by an armed body
of men in the town .of Franklin; similar
acts of violence, ané other cutrages were
perpetrated upon colored al:d white Re-
publicans in thirty.five parishes of the
State, a record of which is contained in
the legislative and congressional reports
to which I have referred. The total sum-
ming up of the murders that took place
for political reasons, in the months of
September, October and November, 1868,
as taken from official souces, is over 1000
persons.

By the official registration of that year,
the following parishes had the number of
Republican votes set opposite their names:

CIIOBME, o cov oo sinniimrencmmonmunnnei 15 005
Avoyelles..........ccovvnnnnnns . 1238
Esst Baton Rouge............c0.0000 2,
Bienvilless.ooaoonann.

Boesier.. ..

St. Helens...............
Sr.Lendry........cc.... 3069
Bt. Martin............. 1.605
St. Tawmany.. 556
Uaion.......... g?l,
s

Vermilion....
Washington....
Wino

Now, in the presidential election held in
November, 1868, the vote for Grant was,
the same in parishes, as follows:

Orleans, . 206
Avoyelles 520
Baton Ro 1,247
Bienville. 1
Bossier 1
Caddo... i
Calcasieu... o 9
Caldwell.......... . B
Catahounla......covuvvunnnnn o 150
Claiborne............... 2

Feliciana, West......... oo 1.136
Feoliciana, East........... o4
Frapkla......ccvco0asenene none
Jackson........ .. Done
Jefterson....... St 72
Latayette. . nove
Morehouse.

S.bine...... 2
St. Beroard 1
Bo HOIORE. . o0 cnninsvossononsisionsss 136
B LmBEY. ..oooicinaviiviasnavaies none
T S A e SIS 25
St. Tammany... 470
Union......

Varmiiion..

Washington . none
Winn. .. 43
L RS S S shssrEhmaeRIbs B 360

So that out of 47,923 registered Repub-
lican voters in the foregoing parishes,
who had voted, in the spring previously,
at the election held, for the Republican
candidate for Governor, only 5360
votes were cast for Grant. Out of
nine of the above parishes, in which thers
were 11,604 registered Republican votes,
cnly 19 were cast for Grant, being one
and two in each parish, except one which

gave nine. The table is given below:

Republiran Republican

VOU® 1eg 4 voue for

tered prrug, Grant, N»

1:68 vember, 1868
Bienville................. 0 1
Boseier. .. o rawne 1
Caddo...... 1
Calcasien 9
C aiborne 2
Morehouse 1
Sabine.......... 2
8r. Bernard 1
Vpiton, coaevsias i 1
Total. oo iiaseonennns 19

Out of seven of the abeve parishes in
which there were 7253 Republican regis-
tered votes, there was not one vote cast for

Grant. The table is given below:
Republican Republican
voteregis- vete or
tered 8 ring, Grant, Fo
1868, vember, 1868
DoSoto....ccvveinennnnns ,68 o
Franklin ........ 579
Tackson ...... 650
Lafayette..... 745
St. Landry 3 060
Vermilion .... ..o 252
Washington ............. 263

7,953

These parishes have since cast the fol-
In 1870, for

lowing Republican vote,
Graham, Auditor:
Orleans.....

Avoyelles.....
Eust Baton Ro

Catahonla.
Claiborne.
D8 80t0.c.cccesescs covsse s
Feliciana, INast.......... .
Feliciana, West............

JeBerson.....oooesiinnns o
Lafayette....
Morchouse,

Caldwell.....cccconsneniocansenciees 09
i s. . yewradth ﬁ
18iDOTDO. ..ccvvvenrnrnnannnnas P

S 1022
Frlicians, Eset. . e ovaes 1.690
Felicions, West................ . 1,309
Frapklin...... . 28
Jackron 610
J¢ flereon 732
Lufayette 482
Morehouse 262
Sabive.. 62
St Beroar 469
8t. Helena . 541
8t. Landry . 1,800
St. Martine...,c ccoeeeeeees 718
St TAMmADY....ovvvnnenns 112
Union........... 489
Vermilion....... 28
Washington....... Cpt ve. 176
e o e senvse 109

Total..... e 36,666
IN 1874 VOTE FOR DUBUCLET, TREASURER

.............................. 14.062

5 ... 1,426

E st Baton Rouge ....... Sas camei 2546
Bienville, (thrown out for violence). . “]77

659
De 8Soto, (oo returns re. stes
Feliciana, Eaet...... 1,688
Foliciana, West.........co0ivevveannn 1,358
WOaBklin: .. .coic.iiinssnosannasanaiivs 114
JAOKBOD. ....oviviiniiennearianirannns 37
S IETBOB. . .o csscsonsinsieniesnsseoss 1650
Lafayette ....oovveacriineienasansns

Morebouse... ..
Sabine...... ...

St Lusundry.......
St. Martin.......
St. Tummany....
el . 8 e atvee

NOPIIR .. cccocbannessmnianssnnsanns 28
WABBIBEEON oo i ivvoisnssnonaesinmis 125
Winop, (thrown out tor violence)...... A
PRl e os senwmassih siesbas soeves 33,518
The Republican registration for 1876 in
those parishes is as follows:

OVICRBN. .- csvaosioevnsvnancanssnvaai 23 485
Avoyelles...... oon ivie

Caldwell.

Catahoula 9493
1,334

........ 1,655
Feliciana, East............ 2127
Felicians, West. 2218
Fraoklin........ 439
............ 314

...... 2 400

...... 894

...... 1.830

............ 266

...... 898

B AR, oo roiveoviiiniiasanianat 615
B85 LAY . .cui i aaee 3890
B0 BEIRTUN .. oo esisianieasiosssines 1,450
St. TamMADY...ccvviennrnrnnennnnn.. 759
Union B-

I bave thus traced the history.of these
bulldozed parishes from 1868, and have
shown that they had a registered colored
vote of 59,737 in 1876, and a registered
Republican vote of 47,923 in 18C8, and
that in all the years in which a peaceable
election has been held in these parishes
they have cast a uniform Republican vote
of from 33,000 to 37,000, and yet that these
same parishes in 1868 only gave Grant 5360
votes. This, taken in connection with
the history of the events of 1868, of which
I have given a brief recital, all of which
is corroborated by official records, will
establish conclusively and beyond all
doubt in the mind of every candid person
the facts which Republicans have
charged: that the Republican vote of
these parishes in 1868 was forcibly and
violently suppressed by acts of bloodshed,
murder and massacre.

These facts led to the election law of
1870, and it was to prevent the recurrence
of similar acts that the law was intended.

In this connection, and before passing
on, and while I am engaged in tables, let
me give tBe vote of fifteen bulldozed par-
ishes in 1876. These parishes are East
Baton Rouge, Bienville, Caldwell, Clai-
borne, East Feliciana, West Peliciana,
Franklin, Grant, Jackson, Morehouse,
Richland, Union, Washington and Winn.

The Republican registration of these
parishes in 1868 was as follows:

Baton Rouge, Esst..............
Bienville........cc00ene..
Caldwell..
Claiborne...... esessssess
Feliciana, Enst...........
Feliciana, West.......... S
e T 3 Y A R
Grant (oot organized)

FARION; oo s siassaovinnitsnaeisanasa 5
Morehouse. -
i e le sy te o
Richland (not organized)

i O S A NS AR
Washicgton, i
VAR o isonn s shvave soniassmiieimsts

14,433

In 1870 the same parishes gave the fol-
lowing Republican vote:

Baton Rouge, East............ ...... 2
THEMMING . .o oo silivesntinie seaviiisse
Caldwell...
Ciaiborne
Felicians, East.........
F-liciana, West
Frapklin...............
Grant,...
Jackeon. ..
Morehouse,
Oaaebits. o ocnooneosranses .
Richland, not oigsnized.
Union
Washington..
Winn

9,354
These same parishes in 1872 i;nve a Re-
publican vote of—

Baton Rouge, East.............c..... 2,459
Biomwilla., cooo eovesnsserccansensenss 428
Caldweli....... essesvesse 369

Claiborne........
Feliciang, Eaat. ..
Feliciana, West.. .
Bensklin it fvcessssaie seceses

Morebouss .......
Ouachita.........

Washiogton i76
ino. . 109
Lo o oo sonannsonscarnonicnsnsaia 2,505

ing Republican vote:

Baton Rooge, East.................. . 2546
Bienville (thrown out for violence)... ....
Caldwell svueeees vunennnnnnan, senees 400
Claiborne. ...covevesvesersnans . 659

Feliciana, East ............. 1,688
Feliciana, West. sessesee 1,358
Franklin ..o.covivevennnosnens 114
Grant (thrown out for violence, o
Jackso 7
Morehouse 1,017
Ounaohita 1,

Riohland 146
Union ... 432
Washin, 125
Winn (thrown esse

W.-...uuuuu.-.....
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The registration in these same parishes
for 1876, colored, is as follows:

Baton Rouge, East...... cosvesanssvos 3552
Bienville . ave

Thus we have seen that these fifteen
parishes bave a registered Republican
vote of 17,726, and in peaceful years have
cast & Republican vote of from 9300 to
12,500. And yet these same fifteen par-
ishes under the reign of terror, caused by
the Knights of the White Camelia in
1868, only cast 3935 Republican votes, as
will be seen by the following table:

Baton Rouge, East

Bienville. .. 1
Caldwell. 293
Claiborpe... 2
Feliciana, East. ... 641
Feliciana, West...... ... 1136
PraENB. cocooinscos sosssrssscosanes none
..... none

1

832

1

.. none

43

TOhBL. <o 5ousnnvs asvonsbonananvins 3935

And now these same fifteen parishes
under the reign of terror in 1876 caused
by the bulldozers, cast only 57568 Repub-
lican votes, as claimed by the Democrate,
as will be seen by the following table:

Baton Rouge, Esst.......... coseses... 1651

PRI, 72 oiie voe i s casnaiissnaaisse 205

T S e 282

Claiborne...coooveiviiiiirennnennnn... 4927

Felicians, East.................. i 1

Faliciana, West.................. . 80

kli . 129

322

33

HT

781

Richland. . 252

Union......... 87

Washington......... .. 163
i T S R R e e e 7

TOM) o ooinsierssrvionsesamann 558

Is not the coincidence striking?

Now, to bring out still more clearly the
true disparity between the true Repub-
lican vote of these parishes and this pre-
tended vote undera reign of murder, I
add the following table taken from the
official census of persons over the age of
twenty-one in those parishes, made in
1875:

OFFICIAL CENSUS OF VOTERS—BLACK MALES
OVER THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE.

Baton Rouge, East...... ............ 2,955
BHORVIE, . oo Svevvoesnosass winssisanioa 86

Claiborne..........
Feliciana, Ean
Feliciana, West

Richland . 'S¢
Union...... S T as e 801
Washingtone... vovuernnenivnnnnnnn.. 164
el e 8 S RSN SR SRR 1dl
L e R O e 17 353

By this same cfficial returnp of the census
of voters it is shown that the total num-
ber of white voters in the State is 84,167,
and the total number of black voters is
104,192,

The disparity between the Republican
vote in these parishes as shown by the
registration and the election before that,
for President in 1868, and as again
shown by the registrations and elections
subsequent to 1868, is something enor-
mous. Taken in connection with the his-
tory of the times, as I have given it, the
claim of the Republicans that this dis-
parity was occasioned by overwhelming
and wholesale violence, bloodshed and
murder, and the intimidation resulting
therefrom, seems to be clear and
conclusive. In the Legislature of
1869 the question was raised and
was considered how a lawful remedy
could be best applied, which would
prevent the occurrence of such a state of
things.

The problem before the Legislature
was this: In a state of things where
secret political and semi-military aeso-
ciations, violent political feeling and the
absence of the usual restraints of law and
social order, could thus revolutionize by
wholesale violence whole parishes, and
make the elections held therein a mere
mockery and farce, lacking every requisite
of an election, what chapges in the law
should be made to counteract and remedy
these wrongs?

The principle of law recognized in this
country and in England, which governs
elections, is this: The first essential ele-
ment of an election is freedom of choice.
The ticket voted is not the vote, nor is
the ticket in the ballot box the vote. What
constitutes the ticket in the ballot box a
vote, is theact of the voter in putting it in
the box, at the lawfully appointed time,
before the lawfully appointed officers
for that purpose, and of hid own free
will and choice. Another principle of
law well recognized is, that violence
and force at an election renders snch
election null and void. That principle is
well laid down and illustrated in Cush-
ing’s “Law and Practice of Legislative
Assemblies,” in which the aunthorities are
numerously cited. o

There was no question that in such a
state of facts as had occured in the par-
ishes above named the election was an
absolute nullity. There was no difficulty
in declaring this. The problem was
how and where to lodge the authori-
ty to legally ascertain this nullity
before the returns were duly made
and declared. In any ordinary condition
of affairs, and in most of the States, the
remedy could have been made by enlarg-
ing the jurisdiction of the ordinary re-
turning officers. The returning officer of
an election in the United States is neither
an executive, nor a winisterial, nor a ju-
dicial officer. He is an officer whose
duties and fanctions are peculiar to a
government whose offices are filled by
elections, and whose citizens on the days
of election perform the high governmental
fanction of voting. The voteron that day

acts as a high and integral part of the gov-

emnment. In this act be is performing his
individual portion of a grave and tremen-
dous governmental act. The returning
officers on that day perform duties which
are, some of them, ministerial, some of
them executive, and some of them judi-
cial in their qualities. There wasnothing
in the nature or extent of powers which
might legally be imposed on returning
officers which could have prevented
the General Assembly from vesting
the judges of election at the various
polls with the powers necessary to
have enabled Lhem to have rejected votes
openly and palpably presented under du-
ress and coercion; and in case wheré an
extensive conspiracy and wholesale ter-

or- | other

forth, and if the nullity is proved
according to law, to ascertain and declare

that nullity. These powers do not differ
in their nature and character from those
vested in returning officers by the laws of

Siat

; they differ only in the ex-

roriem should prevent a whole neighb
hood or parish from voting at all, from
clothing the returning officers with power
to so certify the facts that an ordinary
canvassing board could have rejected the
pretended result of such election as a
nullity. But the difficulty here met was
this: The same violence and force which
could intimidate and prevent whole neigh-
borhoods and parishes from voting, would
also, in the nature of the case, as it bad
done in practice, overcome and intimi-
date the local returning officers, so that
they would not perform their duties, and
thus, practically, the proposel remedy
would be of no effect. It was for this
reason, that the Legislature of 1869 and
1870, took awa$ from the commissioners
of election all the functions of returning
officers and left them merely ministerial
and clerical officers to perform certain
intermediary acts in the election,
between the first deposit of the votes and
the final count of the same by the proper
returning officers. And in order to re-
move the returning officers from tke
theatre of such scenes of violence and in-
timidation, and to place them ina posi-
tion where they would be able in security
and perfect freedom to exercise their du-
ties, the Legislature took all these powers of
making returns, of counting the votes and
of declaring the result of elections, from
these scattered local officers, and vested
them wholly and completely iu five persons

to be chosen as directed by law, who were | ot
these parishes in 1576, and that in
law and in fact there was no election
at most of the polls in these parishes;
and (hat the ballot boxes, instead of
containing votes, contain simply the rec-
ords of an organized, premeditated and
deliberate system of violence and inti-
midation such as has no parallel in any
other State of the Union, excepting those
States where the difference in population
and the political lines drawn between the
populations are similar to those existing
here.

to be the sole returning officers for all
elections in the State; and then to these
five returning officers the Legislature gave
the additional power, when assembled to-
gether, of receiving and determining evi-
dence as to fraud, intimidation and vio-
lence which bad nullified any election at
any poll or in any parish; and where this
had been sufficient nnder the law to ren-
der the election null at any poll, or at
apy number of polls, to ascertain
this nullity, and when ascertained to
declare it, and to carry it into effect by
rejecting from the count the votes so
made null and void.

This fundamental change in the num-
ber and authority of the returning offi-
cers, is the only feature in which the
election law of Louisiana differs mate-
rially from those of other States. The
other differences are merely those of de-
tails to carry out and enforce this featare.

As a member of the Senate, in the Gen-
eral Assembly which enacted this law,
and as chairman of the committee from
which it was reported, it became my duty
to prepare and draft the bill, which after-
wards became a law. Act No. 100, sp-
proved March 10, 1870, is the law thus
paseed. It was written and drafted solely
and exclusively by me, and under my
direction. Of the original sections of the
act, which embodied this distinctive fea-
tare, to which I have referred, which are
sections one, five, twenty-nine, thirty,
thirty-five, fifty-one, fifty-two, fifty-three,
fifty-four, fifty-five and fifty-six, I was the
author. This act was afterward amended
and re-enacted in 1872, by act No. 93, ap-
proved November 20, 1872, Section one of
this act is the same as in the original act;
section five of the original achis section
seven of the new act; section twenty-nine
of the original act is section twenty-six
of the mew act; section thirly of the
original act was repealed; section thirty-
five of the original act is embodied in see-
tions twenty-nine and one of the new act;
sections fifty-one and fifty-two of the old
act were embodied in sections fifty-six,
fifty-seven and fifty-eight of the new act:
section fifty-three of the old act is section
forty-three of the nmew act; section fifty-
four, altered and amended, is section two
of the new act; section fifty-five of the
old act is section three of the mew act;
section fifty-six of the old act is section
forty-four of the newact. The only material
change made by the new act, was the
cLange in the manner by which these £ve
returning officers should be selected. The
principal theory of the act of 1872, and
its distinctive features, are identical with
those of the act of 1870. Act No. 19 of
1873, and act No. 7 of 1875, amended the
act of 1872 somewhat in relation io the
appointment of commissioners of elec-
tion. The act of 1870 made the commis-
sioners appointive by the supervisora of
registration; the act of 1872 made
them appointive by the police ju-
ries of the several parishes; and
the acts of 1873 and 1875 agan made
them appointive by the supervisors of
‘Tegistration.

It will be seen that these five return-
ing officers are neither a canvassing
board nor a returnming-board; and there-
fore there is no analogy between their
powers and functions and those of can-
vassing beards of other States. These five
officers are the returning cfficers of the
State for all elections. There are no re-
turns and can be none, of any election
but the returns which these officers
make. In the eye of the law
they are present at each poll. The com-
missioner who receives the voteand counts
it, makes his sworn statement to them of
that count. He is simply the intermediary
functionary between the voter and these
officers, who receive and count and re-
turns bis vote. The commissioners make
no returns; they bave none of the judicia)
fanctions which belong to the returning
officers; they simply receiveand count the
tickets, and make a sworn statement of
their count to the returning officers. Their
funclions are exclusively clerical and min-

with regard
this State known as the bulldozed
parishes, is not whether their votes

tory of the events which have
any one of these parishes should begiven,
which should include an account of the
secret or open armed political societies;
which should include a history of the
murders, whippings,
ings and other acts of outrage and vio-
lence, traceable directly to political rea-
sons, and committed for political ob-
jects; which should also
evidence ot the colcred people of those
parishes themselves as to attempts made
to force them to join Democratic clubs
and to vote the Democartic ticket, or to
abstain from voting the Repubiican ticket;
and which should also include a tabular
statement of the census and registration
and previous votes of these parishes, it will
appear conclusively to every candid and
impartial mind, that the occurrences

tent to which these powers may be exer-
cised. That extent is enlarged by our

law to meet the peculiar circumstances
and exigencies of our political condition
a8 I have above described it.

I will simply add that the question
to certain parishes of

shall be counted out or counted in;
it is whether the tickets deposited in the
ballot boxes in these parishes on the day

of the election were votes or not votes.
1 believe that if a true and impartial his-

isterial. It is the returns of lﬂvo offi- | in Chicago out of the county, after bav-

cers, and these alone, which, under the
law, constitute the prima facie evidence of
the result of the election. Their power
to inquire into and determine the results
of violenceand intimidation where alleged,
is not the power of counting out or count~
ing in votes, but the power to decide
whether alleged votes are votes or
not; it is the power to examine into cases
where an election has already been
pullified by acts of violence and 8o

ing forced them to resign their offices?
Suppose, ‘then, tbat these Bepnbliem
bulldozers had ridden through Bridge-
port in armed bands nightly for twelve
months prior to the election? Suppose

that during these night rides they had

shot thirty or fifty Catholic Irish; bad
whipped a couple of hundred more; M
driven from the county Perry Smith,
General Cameron, Miles Kehoe, Captain
Connett, Dave Thornton and every other
prominent Catholic Irish Democrat in the
city?

Suppose they had broken up every
Irish Democratic club?

Suppose that they had burned several
Irish Democratic houses? .

Suppose that they had united in a

league to refuse every Democratic Irish- "

man employment?

Suppose that they bad threatened to
discharge every one of them that were al-
ready in employment?

Suppose that they had sought to com-
pel them to join the Republican clubs by
making that a condition of their im-
munity from farther persecution, calling
this protection.

And then suppose that the Republicans
owned all the property, the stores, the
banke, the railroads, the telegraphs, the
newspapers, the schools and everything,

ed in

And suppose that the Irish Catholic
Democrats were ignorant, uneducated and
poor, 8o poor that they were in absolate
dependance from day to day upon their

ployers for their rations of bread and

tions, burn-

include the

1868 bave been repeated in

I see in the Chicago Tribune of Novem-

ber 18 a supposed case stated in Chicago
to illustrate these late elections in Louis-
iana.

It is as follows:
Let us see if we can briog homs the ex-

isting state of things in the bulldozed par-
ishes of Lounislana to the comprehension of
cur Democratic readers in tnis city.

We
premise that the c: lored men in the South
are as mearly unanimously Republican as
tbe Cath:lo Irish are Demoerats. It re-
quires fully as much persuasion to change
a Southern negro into a Democrat as it
would here in Chicago to change & Demc-
crativ Irishman into & R-publican. Bridge-
port casta about 3100 Democratic votes and
1100 Republican vorer; of the former per-
baps 3000 are Irish Catholics, and ot the
latter 1075 are Protestants. Suppee on the
morning after the election it hud been an-
nounced that Bridgeport had voted as fol-
lows: Haves aud the whole R-pablican
ticket, 1753; Tilden and the De-mocratic
ticket 3—wonat wovll the T¥mes have said?
How would Perry H. Swith, General Cam-
eron and Miles Kshoe have talked? What
epinion would Csaptain Connet, Tom Foley,
Mike Evans and Dave Thornton give of the
oauses that produced such a result? The
sstonishment of the Republicans of New
Orlesns was equally great when they learn-
ed that the overwhelming Republican par
ish of East Feliciana had been return-d
1753 for Tilden snd 3 for Hayes, when
every mat in Louisiana knowe there is a
Republican mujority in *he parish of be-
tween 1000 and 2000. Suppose, further-
more, that the Irith sixth ward bad been re-
turn 500 majority for Hayes, the case would
have been no worse than the return of 800
Democratic majority from West Feliciana
inetead of 1800 Republican, which it can
give. Suppose the Irish seventh had been
returned at 600 majority for Hayes and the
Irish eigth ward at 1070 for Hayes, instead
of 1400 and 1800 for Tilden, then you have
a parallel case to what was done in More-
house and Ouachita parishes against the
Republicaps. The registered vote in Weat
Feliciana is 406 Democrats and 2248 Repub-
licane, and y«t this parish, with its 1642 Re-
paoblican majority, is returned by the Conp-
federate thieves who conducted the ¢1-ction
as having cast 465 majority for Sam Til

den! The registered vote of Morehouse
parish is 938 Democrats and 1830 Republi-
oaps, but it is returned by the scoun-
drels who buolldozed it at 528 for
Tilden! Ouvachita parish has 925 regi-
tered Democratio votes and 2167 Repnb-
lican, but the bulldczers have returned
a majority of i070 tor Tilder! No man but
an ingrained scoundrel will uphold, justify
or detend traud, corsuptiin and villsiny of
this sort. Of course the Returning Board,
upon proot ot these alleged fraude, mnst
throw out the epurious majority returned
in those bulldoz+d parishee, and, wkile this
is as far as the law allows them to proceed,
yet then the Republicans wi!l be deprived
of the 5000 msjority they have in those par-
ishes. Aud now the country is threatened
with elvil war by the Democrats who ex-
pect office or have bets pending if the
frandulent votes of those bullbozed par-
ishen are rejecied and Tilden thereby loses
the State of Louisiana!

The illustration is a forcible and true
one in almost all particulars, but it lacks

one very essential feature which belongs |.

to the real case 2s it exists in Louisiana.

I will complete the illustration of the
Chicago Tribune by adding the missing
feature: Suppose that in Bridgeport,
some twelve months before the election,
Tom Foley should have been hung by a
Republican mob in the public square of
the city. And suppose that Mike Evans,
while on a visit to Peoria, had been kid-
napped by a mob of Chicago Republicans
at night, under the pretext of a pretended
warrant, and had been bound and tied
to a horse and carried by his captors out
of Peoria on the road toward Chicago.

And suppose that while on his way to
the latter city in the hands of his captors,
another mob of Chicago Republicans,
baving come from that city for the pur-
pose, should have taken him from the
hands of his first captors and tied him to
o tree and shot him to death with a hun-
dred ballets?

Suppose, then, that the Chicago Repub-
licans had organized themselves into
secret military organizations, with cap-
tains, majors and colonels, and with rifles
and smmaunition. Suppose, then, that
they had driven every Democratic official

meat.

Add this to the illustration above,
and it will be somewhat of a parallel with
the cases in East Feliciana and some other
parisbes in Louisiana.

I may be allowed to add that in my
judgment the gravest feature of the situa~
tion as to our State and the whole coun-
try is this: The issue, to my mind, pre-
sented by the two political parties in
this section of the country to the rest
of the country is this: Shall two
political parties be allowed to sub-
sist in this State upon the same con-
ditions that they exist in other States—
that is, shall the right of every citizen
and suffragan to participate in the gov-
ernment on election day, to assist and co-
operate in societies and clubs and organi-
zations of his political party be recog-
nixed, guaranteed, and made an honest,
actual fact, so that whether it be a white
man and a Democrat, or a black
man and a Republican, each one shall be
allowed in the most perfect freedom and
security to join and act with his political
associates, as his own interest and wishea
or prejudices shall induce him, without
other influences being brought to bear
upon him than are brought to bear upon
a citizen and suffragan in any other State?

In this case the black voters would be
treated just as the white, Irish or German,
or Scandinavian voters in any Northern
State. No extraneous pressure;no conspir-
acy to force them to vote against their
predilections or wishes; no attempts to
compel them to vote against their wishes
in the interest of their employers would
be allowed. If not allowed, this.State,
and several other Southern States, are
honestly and lawfully Republican by
large majorities.

On the otbher hand, if the attempt of
the Democrats to obtain control of this
State in a manner similar to that in which
the control of Miseissippi has been gained
should be successful, we shall have then
the spectacle before the country of a
solid white vote marshaled and led by
the most extreme and bitter elements of
that vote, and having under their com-
plete control a dark mass of semi-serf,
black voters, voting usder orders as they
used to work under orders, In addition
to this, that control once having been ob-
tained, we will also find a large respect-
able white element, composed of conser-
vative, law-abiding, peaceful white busi-
ness men and citizens, who by the same
order of terror which drives the negro
to vote against his wishes and for
his master, will also compel them
to keep silence and tacitly to submit to a
condition of things of which they hon-
estly disapprove.

Should this latter condition of affaire
obtain, there will then be a solid white
South governed by the leading ultra
spirits of that section, keeping ir¥ hand
and ander subjection the white conserva-
tive element by threats of ostracism in
business and society, and having under
pertect mastery and control a solid black
South, voting, as they used to work, for
their masters aud owners. And
this combination will dictate to
the Democracy, and the Democracy will
dictate to the country, and the solid
white South with the solid black South
will govern the country more absolutely
than it did in the palmy days of the slave
empire.

Respectfully yours,

HUGH J. CAMPBELL.
Apecdote of President Grant.

This neat bit of humor of Premdent
?mnts appears now in print for the firet
ime:

Just before the close of the last session
of Congress, while riding out one day, he
was struck with the appearance of a horse
that was driven before a butcher's oart.
The butcher was asked if he would sell.

Tue butcher would do so for & proper 6o%- *—_

sideration. The proper cousideration was
estimated at $250, which was paid. Subee-
%nemly. after driving out with Senator

onkling, the President ssid: “Come to the
stable and look at » new borse I've bought.”
. Mr. Corkling, who was something of a
,iudge of a boree, looked him over tHorough-

v, poked bim here, punched him there, and
did all that & first-class Senator and horse-
man should do in such a case,

“*Where did you get him?” asked the Sen-

ator.

*I bought him of a butcher,” replied the
President.

“gow lll:“mg diid ym:l pay for himi”

“Two hundred and fifty dollare,” an-
swered General Grant. % i

*“Well,” responded the Senator, “he may
be a very good avimal, and doubtless is,
but if it were my case I think I should
rather have the money than the horse.”

That is what the butcher thought,” re-
plied the President.— Harper's Magasine.

An English eritic saye: “Some o
men’s wives seem te labor under the im-
preesion that their marringe with eeclesi-
astics bas imparted a certain sanctity to
their At any rate, they often act

persons.
a8 though they thought so.”

-




