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T H E  R E T U R N IN G  B O A R D

ANOTHER HARD DAY’S WORK

Several Democratic Attorneys and a 
Few Parishes Disposed of.

The board was called to order at half-past 
eleven o’clock by President Wells, all the 
members being present. The committees 
on behali of the invited guests were as 
follows: Messrs. Stoughton, Hall, Van
Alen, White and McGre w representing the 
Republican visitors, and Messrs. Trumbull, 
Palmer, Smith and Julian representing the 
Democratic visitors.

General Anderson—1 move the adoption 
of the minutes.

President Wells—Before approving the 
minutes l  will state that we received just 
after the adjournment yesterday the report 
of the supervisor of Katohitoches, in the 
oertihoate of which he states that the elec­
tors were all placed npon the ballots, and 
that bnt three of them were tallied. We 
now want to place this upon record before 
the decision in the Natchitoches case. Will 
yon open it, Genet al Anderson?

General Anderson ouened the paper and 
read as follows:

State of Louisiana, parish of Natolii- 
toches—In accordance with my duty as 
United S ates supervisor lor the patish of 
Natchitoches. State of Louisiana, I hereby 
transmit my report. Being stationed at 
ward No. 1Î, in the said parish, and State 
of Louisiana, I aver that we have had a 
quiet and peaoeable election; every man 
having an equal chance to cast his snârage 
in accordance with the law. At the closing 
of the poll, at the regular hour, there were, 
in all, 719 ballots in the box. After a care­
ful canvass three were thrown out, on ao- 
eoant of being double ballots, or two folded 
together, leaving a balance of 716 ballots in 
the canvass, or to be counted, in wbich the 
nominees lor presidential and viee presi­
dential electors received the same or neatly 
the same vote, to wit:

For Rutherford B. Haves 541, for Hayes 
1, William P. Kellogg Sil, Barch 541, Shel­
don 542, Marks 542 Levisee 542. Brewster 
542, Joseph 542, Joffrion 542.

For President Tilden 171, for Vice Presi­
dent Hendrioka 171, for presidential elec- 
tore—Me Entry 173, Wickliffe 173, St. Mar­
tin 173, Poche 173, DeB'ano 173, Seay 173, 
Cobb 170 or 173, Cross 173.

My reasons for making this report waa 
that I thought it was only necessary to can­
vass the electoral votes for the electors at 
large and for the fourth congressional dis­
trict, bnt sa 1 have been informed that it is 
absolutely necessary to state the whole 
vote given, 1 take this method of so doing.

JOHN B. LOUIS,
United States Supervisor of Elections for 

the parish of Naohitoohes.
President Wells—State the names of the 

commissioners of election.
General Anderson—W. B. Carr, Green 

Edward, D. W. Htbly. The number of bal­
lots polled was 716, and three were re­
jected.

Mr. Ganthreaux—I believe there are in 
the parish of Natchitoches three commis­
sioners for every pull; there were ten polls, 
there must, therefore, be at least thirty 
commissioners. Now, we don't know the 
commissioners at every poll.

General Anderson—We can very easily 
ascertain who they were by looking at the 
retnrns «gain. .................

Mr. Gauthreaux — I |wonld like |the 
board to suspend action until we have time 

to look into this matter, It is very import­
ant, as there are more than 500 votes in­
volved.

President Wells—The object of having 
Natchitoches oompiled was to get it on the 
record. No action will be taken on it tor 
the present.

Mr. Gauthrsaux—Is the compilation Jto 
be eorreeted by ontside testimony?

President Wells—As a matter of course, 
this is not outside testimony. It oomes di- 
reotly from the enpervisor of election. It 
was here in dne time, bnt was overlooked 
in canvassing the retnrns from Natchi­
toches.

Mr. Ganthereanx—We have here the 
statement of the United States enpervisor 
of Madison parish. The question is, npon 
his statement will the retnrns be varied?

President Wells—It depends npon cir­
cumstances, in accordance with the magni­
tude of the question springing np in that 
return.

Colonel Zacharie—Will the board admit 
R to deny the return if we can establish 
the fact that the return is incorrect?

General Anderson—This is not the return 
of the enpervisor. It is the retnrn and cer­
tificate or the three commissioners holding 
the election at that poll.

Colonel Zaoharie—Was the date on the 
retnrn itself when it came here, or was it 
added eiooe? _ _

General Anderson—I oan not say without 
sending after the returns to see.

President Wells—Colonel Zacharie, will 
yon have the kindnees to oorreot that ex­
pression. . .

Colonel Zacharie—What expression?
Preeident Wells—Yon ask if the date was 

pat upon the return after it was received 
here. Now, that implies a good deal.

Colonel Zacharie—I did not mean to oast 
any reflection up* n the board. The records 
are liable to be burglarized and tampered 
with.

President Wells—Wo opened the returns 
before yon. .

Colonel Zacharie—You d:d not open it be­
fore me.

President Wells—I opened it right here 
in publio. . . .»

Colonel Zacharie—The question is did it 
appear npon it when it was brought np yes­
terday?

Preeident Wells—It did not; it was over­
looked. As a matter of course it was filed

^Colonel Zaoharie—Will yon allow me one

fapresi^enTwella—We will have to sus­
pend further discussion on tbu subject 
until the returns of Natchitoches come up 
for further consideration.

Colonel Zaoharie—Will the board allow 
the teetimony to be introduced on the as­
sertion that the ballots were so east?

President Wells—The bestevidenoe is the 
ballots themselves. No oral testimony or 
■worn to affidavits will be received. That 
esn only be contradicted by the ballots 
themselves. . , .

Colonel Zacharie—Will the board send 
lor the ballots?

President Wells—We will.
General Anderson—I don’t sec how we

^President Wells—We can telegraph for 
them; bnt it must not delay ns. Gentlemen 
will cease any further action in this matter 
this morning until wo have the polls before 
ns, and the question np for final adjust­
ment.

Mr. MoGloin—It Is not in connection with 
this specially that I ask to call the atten­
tion of the board. The controversy which 
triMB npon ths food of thoso documents 
illustrates and gives force to the applica­
tion that we may be present at the ojmning 
of the retnrns. We would, therefore, ask 
yon to alter your rulea and allow one of ns 
to be present at the opening of each parish.

President Wells—We shall not vary from 
onr rules.

Mr. Da Ponte, stating on behalf of a 
number of journalists, representing papers 
throughout the country of all views ef 
of political opinion, represented to the 
board that he was deputed to present to 
the board a communication embodying the 
proceedings of a meeting, which was held 
on the previous evening, by the corres­
pondents, asking that they be admitted to 
th'i sessions of the board. He stated that 
the action taken by that meeting was un­
der instruction of most of the gentlemen 
whom the correepondents represented, and 
that the correspondents had no other alter- 
native than to apply for permission to be 
present at the meetings of the board. He 
asked permission to read the commnnio*-

uon, wmon was gran tea mm, m u 
asked that some aotion would be taken 
npon the matter at an early date.

President Wells—At once. We have vio­
lated, in the oonrteey extended to the dis- 
tioguiêhed gentleman on the Democratic 
side, onr rule in regard to the admission of 
persons not connected with the board—

General Anderson—And on the Repub­
lican side also.

President Wells—And granted an addi­
tional privilege to the gentleman that they 
selected to accompany them. That viola­
tion has brought npon ns a very scurrilous 
charge made by the gentleman admitted. 
As one of the many reasons for not violat­
ing the rale again, we mast object npon 
that account. We will have the artiole to 
which I have referred. Mr. Green, read 
the artiole.

Mr. Green read an artiole from the N aah- 
ville American, taken from a New Orleans 
special, dated November 18, sent to the 
Cincinnati Enquirer, headed “The Scoun­
drels of the Returning Board.”

In the article, among other things charged 
against the different members of the board, 
was that. General Anderson had purchased 
for $10,000 a Confederate claim ot $150,000 
and put it through the Legislature.

General Anderson—That is a lie and the 
author of it is a liar.

Mr. DaPonia was about to answer Presi­
dent Welle, when a disturbance was cre­
ated within the railing of the room. The 
lie was given between some parties there, 
and a scuffle was about to ensue, when offi­
cers stationed in the room seized the party 
and ejected him from the room.

The occasion attracted the attention of 
every one in the room, and oaused Presi­
dent Wells to demand that all should keep 
quiet, or they would be compelled to go 
out.

Mr. DaPonta then stated that the board 
ought not to hold responsible for the article 
in question the members of tbo press who 
were seeking admission to the sessions of 
the board. It did not appear that the pub­
lication was made in regard to the aotion 
of the board. The article was evidently 
written outside by a gentleman possibly 
representing a paper.

Preeident Wells—The gentleman was ad­
mitted before the board.

Mr. DaPonta— I was not aware of that.
I presume that it any gentlemen were ad­
mitted here, i he permission would have been 
extended equally to all.

President Wells—I stated in the outset 
that we had violated our rnle, and that 
onr violation had caused us abuse, I don’t 
wish yon to understand that I thought that 
the corps ot correspondents down here for 
the purpose of reporting would write ar­
ticles which would go abroad like this. If 
we open the door to the honorable gentle­
men of the press, we may be giving admit­
tance to some who are corrupt, just as this 
one was, and the gentlemen must excuse us 
when we are attempting to throw around 
ns all the protection from calnmny we oan.

Judge Trumbull—It is proper for me to 
say, on behalf of those of us who are here, 
that I never saw or heard of the c< mm uni- 
cation just read until this mornirg I re­
gard it as extremely improper. uDjoat and 
wrong, and would not, myself, allow any 
person to come in here as a reporter on our 
part, who would bo guilty of writing such a 
letter as that.

President Well*-:-! am aware of that, sir.
Judge Trumbull—I never saw it until I 

heard it read. I don’t know the writer.
I think the person who wrote it had noth­
ing to do with us, and regret very much 
that any person who has been admitted 
here at our suggestion snould have written 
suoh a communication as that. I would not 
allow any such person to represent us.

General Smith—Yon will remember that 
Governor Palmer and myself stated to yon 
that we had proposed to overstep the 
bounds of your permission with reference 
to this man, who requested ns to ask of you 
the privilege that he might remain here at 
the session of the board. He was the re­
porter of some newspaper in Cincinnati. 
We have said to yon that we had no farther 
request in that regard. With refersnoe to 
the artiole, I knew nothing abont it. I 
never even heard of it before, except that I 
heard he had written the article in which 
he had reflected upon one of the members 
of the board. I said to him it was wrong 
to do so. I am glad to know that he did 
not take advantage ot any courtesy of oars 
to obtain information. He could not have 
obtained the material for his article at the 
board.

Judge  Trumbull—I understand the artiole 
wss written before we came in here.

General Smith—I don’t know the date 
of the artiole. ,  , „  . . .

General Anderson—It is November 18.
General Smith—We came here on the 

twentieth. We, of course, did not know 
anything abont the artiole.

President Wells—Of course yon did not.
General Anderson—The man who was the 

author of this slanderous article spoke to 
me npon the subject, and told me he had 
apologized to Mr. Kenner, and hoped that 
that was sufficient. He eaid he had also 
asserted that I had bought a Confederate 
claim of over $100,000 for $10,000. I told 
him it was a lie to his face, and say it 
again to anybody else who asserts it. I 
paid $50,000 for the claim, and have never 
realized any money out of it, owing to its 
depreciation. It was an honeet claim, and 
bad been voted for by all the prominent 
Democrats in the State of Louisiana—by 
John McEnerv and by Mr. Emtie, the gen­
tleman who claimed to have been elected 
last winter to the Senate of the United 
States, and I believed it was an honest 
claim myself, and » voted for it as 
a Senator. I know the articles re­
ferred to in his oommnnication were 
famished to the people ot the State of 
Louisiana by Governor Allen, who was 
one of the most generous and good men in 
the State. It was not for rebel articles; it 
was for medicines and cotton cards to be 
distributed to the women and children 
throughout the State. Judge Elam voted 
for the bill. There were plenty of others; 
over fifty Democrats voted for the bill. If 
it had not been an honest bill I would not 
have voted for it. If it had not been a bill 
covered by law I would not have bought it. 
I was not the author of the law; I had 
nothing to do with it. It was some six or 
eight months after the law was passed. I 
found the claim was covered by the law, 
and a gentleman met me and offered 
to sell it to me, and I purchased 
part of it from one man and part 
of it from another. I bought $100,- 
000 of the claim from one gentleman 
end $30,000 from another. The $30,000 
part ooet me $10,000 and the $120,000 
cost me $40,000. The bonds were after­
ward scaled down to fifty oents on the 
dollar. I sold them for fifty-one or fifty- 
two oente. They were sold by the bank 
from wbioh I borrowed the money to bny 
the claim, all of which oan bo proved. 
There are plenty of gentlemen here who 
were Confederates like myself. They know 
that the articles for which this claim was 
originally put upon the market were to 
distribute gratuitously medicine to the 
women and children of Louisiana. I state 
further that the poor unfortunate man who 
invented his gold and brought the articles 
into the country never got it back. All he 
ever got back was what 1 paid him—$40,000.

Colonel Zaoharie presented a communi­
cation with reference to the filling of the 
vacanoy in the board, and obtaining addi­
tional clerical force.

President Wells—A similar application 
was made on yesterday, and the board de­
cided that the clerical force was filled, and 
that the board had not agreed upon Dr. 
Kennedy, and it was likely it would not. 
When we find it necessary to increase the 
force, we will let you know.

General Anderson—I have an application 
from a gentleman; I don’t know his poli­
tics- but I would he very glad to see him in 
the position of a clerk to the board, if there 
were a vacancy.

Mr. McGloin presented a communication 
desirin" to know the intentions of the 
board with reference to modifying certain 
rules adopted by the board. .

President Wells—The intention ot the 
board is to adhere to its ruling.

Mr. McGloin also presented a protest on 
behalf of the citizens of the State of L ouisi­

ana against the course adopted by the 
board.

Also s protest on behalf of candidates 
against the oonrse of the board announcing 
only the electoral and gnbernatorial votes 
of the varions polls and then sending the 
re’urns to the clerks to be oompiled ontside 
of the presenoe ot the board. The clerks 
were all Republicans, and the Democrats 
had no means of detecting fraudulent tabu­
lation.

Mr. MeGloln—What aotion will yonr 
honorable board take on that application ?

Preeident Wells—Have yon anything far­
ther t

Mr. McGloin—Nothing, except that we 
ask for the admission of tnree reputable 
persons to represent onr oandidatea in the 
room in whioh this tabulation is progressing.

President Wells—We have sufficient force 
there to attend to it.

Judge Spofford—May I ask the board to 
fix a day for taking up East Baton K >uge.

President Wells—We will fix npon Mon­
day for the hearing of Baton Rouge, taking 
np someihing between now and then.

Judge Spofford—Bat preliminary to that 
is the opening of the returns in ourabaerca. 

President Wells—Yes, sir.
Governor Wickliffe—Are there any re­

turns from Lafayette in? I understand that 
they are not. Will yon take take some 
means to compel them to be made?

President Wells—Will the gentleman 
point out what ought to be our action? We 
have no law in relation to the subjeot. We 
oan not enforce a man who is instructed to 
make his returns here. We must abide 
his own discretion in the matter.

Governor Wickliffe—It seems to me the 
discretionary power in this board to per­
form its duty, will compel the board to 
compel the supervisor to make his return, 
lie i* here.

President Wells—If he is here, we will 
notify him to bring his returns in.

Governor Wickliffe—By means of the 
courts it oan be done, and under the aot oi 
Congress it oan be done.

Judge bpofford-Otherwise.it will be in 
the power of the supervisors to defeat the 
will of the people.

General Anderson—I can state that the 
gentleman from Lafayette has no intention 
of withholding the returns. He has gone 
up the river. He has been telegraphed tor 
and is expected here this evening. I told 
him that I would be glad to send him the 
retnrns from that parish, as it is in my dis­
trict. I know that I am defeated; bnt if 
I were returned by the board I would have 
the seat

Governor Wickliffe—1 hope the honor­
able gentleman does not attribute to me the 
Intention of meaning anything of that sort.

General Andersen—Several gentlemen 
have told me that in the parish of Lafayette 
there were franda committed and intimida­
tion, and that some forty or fifty men who 
wished to vote for me did not dare to do so.

Mr. McGloin—There is a solation of the 
difficulty to be found in the second section 
of the statute, whioh provides for the bring­
ing ot persons and papers before you. I 
therefore move yon that yon exercise that 
power.

President Wells—Is not that where there 
is a o< n'est?

M;. McGloin—There is a fall authoriza­
tion in all cases to send for papers. I ask 
you to examine the section, and if you find 
that they have appeared, to send for the 
papers, that yon will send for them to be 
present to-morrow morning.

President Wells—We will examine the 
order. .

Judge Spofford—Are tire returns from 
Morehouse in?

Mr. Green—They have not been received. 
Judge Spofford—Will the board take ac­

tion to have them brought in?
President Wells—At cnoe.
Judge Spofford—Will you assign a person 

to go lor them now ?
President Wells—Yes. sir.
Judge Spofford—I desire to know whether 

there are any oontests in the parishes ef 
Sabine and Winn?

General Anderson—I see a list of the par­
ishes in wbich there are contests, and 
Winn and Sabine are not in it.

Judge Spofford—Have the papers been 
opened ?

General Anderson—No, sir.
Mr. McGloin—Will you give a copy of the 

parishes to us ?
General Anderson—I will have that made 

for you.
Mr. Barksdale—I would ask whether the 

returns from Lincoln and Claiborne par­
ishes are in?

General Anderson—The parish of Lincoln 
is here.

Mr. Barksdale—Are there any contests as 
to those parishes?

General Anderson—I don’t see any notice 
from Claiborne, bat there wai  a contest In 
Lincoln.

Colonel Zacharie—I am asked by a can­
didate whether the board will allow super­
visors cont u raationsly to refuse to make their 
retnrns? If we are enabled to point out to 
the board where those returns are, will the 
board send an officer or some other person 
from this board with a party whom we may 
select to point out to hjga where they are in 
order that we may get them?

Preeident Wells—Why, sir, there might 
be retains at places where yon are informed 
the returns are that are not genuine. We 
oan take no notice of anything not returned 
here.

Cclantl Zacharie—If the supervisors con­
tumaciously refuse to make returns here 
will the board admit certified copies of du­
plicates which have been filed with the 
clerk of the district.

President Wells—We can take nothing 
except from the supervisors, The law pro­
vides especially that they shall make these 
returns.

Colonel Zacharie—The law provides, also, 
for the lodging of these duplicates with the 
clerk3 of the court of the districts, for the 
very purpose of providing for the loss or 
destruction of the retnrns. Now, when a 
supervisor contumaciously refuses, are the 
people of that parish to lose the whole re­
sult of the election, or will the board take 
the result from the clerk of the court?

President Wells—rhe criminal shoald be 
brought before the court, I think, and 
pnnished for disobedience.

General Anderson—I would suggest that 
we send an officer for the returns.

President Wells—We will do that. We 
have already said that we would do that. 
Dispatch an officer for those parties; but 
as to taking copies, we can not do that.

Colonel Zaoharie—We had asked not that 
copies should be received, but the dupli­
cate registry made at the time the boxes 
were signed by the commissioners that 
signed the returns.

Preeident Wells—We will take them un­
der consideration. We will now go into 
executive session.

The returns irom the parish of St. Mar­
tin, consisting of consolidated statements 
of votes and tally sheets, were then brought 
in, signed by O. Delshonssaye. enpervisor 
of registration, and opened by General An­
derson.

President Wells—How many polling 
places are there in the parish?

General Anderson—I will tell yon in a 
minute.

General Smith—I see there are seven 
bandies there.

General Anderson—There are no remarks. 
Sworn to by O. Delahoussaye, J r ., super­
visor oi registration, before Alcee Yeazie, 
oleik of the Fourth Judicial District, of 
St. Martin. Did I understand yon to say, 
Mr. President, that there was a protest?

President Wells—No, sir. If there was it 
would be but a trifle.

Hr. Green—Here is a protest.
President W« Ils—Who filed it?
Mr. Green—F. C. Zicherie.
President Wells—Read it—F. C. Zacha­

rie’» protest.
The protest was then read.
President Well«-— Count the vote«. 
General Anderson

Kellogg..........
B o tc h ............
Joseph ...........
S h e iu u u ..........
M a rk * .............
I*}»:»-e........
B re w a te r . .. .
JcfTroia..........

Fur Governor 
1032

......... 1097 MrErery......... ...... 1023
.........If « Wickiifte..... . ...... 1023
......... 1093 St. Martin...... .....
......... 1099 Hoebe.............. ...... 992
......... 1099 Dt-B arc .......... ...... 1020
......... 1099 Sea:................ ...... If 23
......... 1999 Coob................ ........lOiii
..........109« Ctom............... ...... 1023

-Packard 1099, Nicholls

General Anderson—It appears to be ail 
right. Everything is in. form. Colonel 
Zacharie’* protest does not apply to this at 
all. It is in general terms. Tnere is 
nothing here.

Preeident Wells—Better compare one or 
two of the tally sheets. Select any one of 
them.

At this juncture a person was seen stand­
ing in the room of the board, outside the 
railing, apparently very busy taking notes. 
President Wells, noticing him, called out 
to him, “You are not rightfully in here.”

The mistake was made apparent by some 
one informing President Weils that the 
gentleman who was so busily taking notes, 
apparently, was a photographer for some 
illustrated paper, who was making a pic­
ture ef the board while it wa* in session, 
thereupon President Wells asked the gen­
tleman’» pardon.

Polls Nos. 1 and 5 were compared with the 
consolidated statement.

President Weiis—I» everything in form? 
General Anderson—Yes, sir.
President Wells—Let it go to the clerk 

for compilation. The returns from East 
B tfon Ronge were then brought in.

General Anderson—There is something 
about St. Martin that was addressed to the 
board.

President Wells examined it and passed 
it over to General Anderson.

General Anderenn—IL’ad the snperacrip- 
tion: “To the Hon. J. Madison Wells, 
FresidenN and Returning Officers of New 
Orleans.”

General Anderson opened the package 
and said that there seemed to be some polls 
passed over. The vote is only returned 
from seven polls.

General Anderson then continued: The 
consolidated statement of votes of the par­
ish of East Baton Rouge, F. A. Clover, so- 
pervie >r of registration. East Baton Ronge; 
swofL to on the eleventh ot November, 
1876, before Felix Berhel, clerk of the 
court. Here are the remarks:

The illegal, informal and void pretended 
statements of votes, written record, tally 
sheets, etc., brought to me from the follow 
ing named and designated polling places of 
this pari-b, to wi :

Poll No. 1, ward No. 1, the poll estab 
fished in the third ward, the poll estab 
li-hed in the fourth ward, the poll estab­
lished in the fifth ward, the poll established 
in the sixth' ward, the poll established in 
the seventh ward, the poll established in 
the eleventh ward, are not included in the 
foregoing consolidated statement, and I 
hereby tile and make part ot this statement 
my earnest protest against the documents 
purporting to be statement of votes, written 
reoords, tally sheets, e to , being made in 
any way a part of the returns of the elec­
tion of the parish of East Baton Rouge, 
for the following reasons :

At poll No 1, ward No. 2, the commis­
sioners ot election regularly, legally ap­
pointed and qualified, were not permitted 
to perform their duties, but were ejected 
from the polling place, and no legal or 
valid documenta have been received from 
that poll by me.

At the poll in the third ward no written 
record was received. The commissioners 
of election have failed and refused to swear 
to the correctness of the docainents trans­
mitted.

At the poll established in the fourth ward 
all the original papers were eealed up in 
the ballot box, and what purported to be 
oopies thereof were brought to me.

At the poll in the fifth ward, one of the 
commissioners of election will not qualify 
to the correctness of the documents so pre­
sented, and the other two certify that the 
pretended statements of votee, tally 
sheets, etc., were compiled and made out 
from informal tally sheets, statements of 
votes, etc.

At the poll in the sixth war ' all the 
original documents need in making the 
count, consisting of written records, tally 
sheets, poll book or fist, were sealed up in 
the ballot box. The commissioners will 
not qualify to the correctness of any other 
papers.

At the poll in the seventh ward the state­
ment of votes are incorreotly and inform­
ally made out, and the tally sheet does not 
show the offices for which the candidates 
were voted for in many cases, nor are the 
totals carried ont.

At the poll in the eleventh ward no writ­
ten record of voters or of persons voting 
has been received, and the commissioners 
have refused to qualify to the correctness 
of the pretended written reoord forwarded.

Inclosed please find testimony npon which 
the foregoing proteet is predicated, and 
which is hereby made part of my sworn 
statement, and affixed as the law leqnires.

O her testimony will be furnished if re­
quested.

F. A. CLOVER,
Supervisor ot Registration Parish of East 

~ Baton Rouge.
3 he foregoing is a correct copy of the 

statement of the supervisor of East Baton 
Rung« rn  the consolidated statements of 
votes of eaid parish.

New Orleans. November 24, 1876.
CHARLES S. ABELL.
Secretary Returning Board. 

General Anderson — The consolidated 
statement of votes contains the aggregate 
and true statement of votes cast at polls 
Nos. 2, 3, 4,10,11,12 and 14, as the same 
appears from the duplicate statements now 
on t  ie in my offioe. In order to make the 
polling places whioh are assigned in tbe 
parish of East Baton Rouge at the general 
election, November 7, conform to the num­
bers on the consolidated statement ot votes, 
the supervisor has given poll No. 2 of 
ward oae of the parish to ward two 
on the consolidated statement. Poll 
No. 1. ward two. has number three 
poll No. 2, ward two, has number four; 
poll No. 1 has number ten on the oonsoli 
dated statement; poll No. 1, ward nine, has 
eleven on the consolidated statement; poll 
No. 1, ward ten, has twelve on the consoli­
dated statement, and poll No. 1, ward 
twelve, has fourteen on the Consolidated 
statement. Is it necessary to read all this 
evidence?

President Wells—Yes, sir, it is very nec 
essary. We want to see the nature of the 
oontest, and notify the gentlemen on the 
opposite side of the nature of the contest 
to furnish them a statement of the protest.

General Anderson—It will take us all 
day to read all this evidence.

President Wells—We want to see them 
and examine them.

General Anderson—Document one is the 
testimony of the commissioners, document 
two is the testimony of various citizens, and 
document three is the testimony of the 
United States marshals. Here is another 
paper signed betöre F. A. Woolfley, com­
missioner of tbe United States Circuit 
Court, J. B. Collins, James Gaspard and 
Louis Morgan. Do yon desire it read !

President Wells—No, sir. Yon had bet­
ter detach it for the moment, and ask the 
gentlemen of the opposite side to eome in 
and examine it.

General Anderson (to the committee)— 
Gentlemen, if any of you wish to read the 
papers they are at your servioe.

General Smith—It will take some time to 
read those papers.

General Anderson—I suppose I might read 
this paper attached to the return. They 
all came in the return.

President Wells—Yes, sir.
General Anderson—It the gontlamen de­

sire to read it.
President Wells—The object in not read­

ing it is to save time. Let the genilsmen 
representing the opposite of that report 
come in here and examine it, and they will 
then knew exactly what the grounds of the 
contest are.

Senator Sherman—If I understand the 
matter, these papers are now subject to 
our inspection.

President Wells—Yes, sir.
Senator Sherman—I would suggest, theu, 

if agreeable, that one number be handed to 
each of the gentlemen wno sit around the 
table, to examine the papers carefully, and, 
then, let us have an opportunity to examine 
them.

General Smith—There are four different 
papers.

President Weils—You can have them. I 
want to suggest that the gentlemen take

the papers to their seats and examine them, 
and then we can prooeed to the oonnt of 
other parishes.

General Smith—It wonld be hardly worth 
while for ns to examine these papers, bnt 
those parties who are interested know bet­
ter about the matter than we do.

Mr. Hale—What will be the oonrse of the 
board with reference to hearing the testi­
mony from this parish? Will anything be 
done till Monday?

President Wells—Nothing.
Mr. Hale—In the meantime let the par­

ties caring to inspect the papers, who come 
here, inspect them, if they are not satisfied.

President Wells—Yes, sir.
Mr. Haie—But the papers will not be 

taken away by an) body?
Preeident Wells—No, sir.
General Anderson—Bett r send for the 

eonnsel on the opposite side, Governor.
President Wells—How many? Tieie are 

so many counsel.
Mr. Harris—It is not for me to answer.
Preeident Wells—Messrs. Wickliffe and 

McEnery may come in.
Mr. Hirris—It you will state the number 

it wili be agreeable to me.
President Wells—About three.
General Anderson—The five gentlemen 

apt ointed by tbe Demoeratio Central Ex­
ecutive Committee, would not they be tbe 
proper one*?

President Wells—That wonld be too 
many.

General Anderson—Oh. let them all come.
Preeident WelU—Let them come—those 

five.
Mr. Harrir—And Governor Wickliffe?
Governor Welle—Yes, sir.
General Anderson—And Mr. Buroh asked 

to be present; can be eome in also?
President Wells—Yes, sir; I received a 

letter from him on the subjeot a moment 
ago.

Mr. Burch coming into the room, Presi­
dent Welle said: Mr. Burch, we have fixed 
your parish, East Baton Rouge, for Mon­
day. I have notified the opposite side that 
they can examine the papers and prepare 
their case for Monday. We sent for yon to 
examine the papers and to prepare your 
aide of the question; take a seat, sir.

Mr. Burch—I will be admitted on Mon­
day?

President Wells—Yes, sir; the same right 
is extended to yon as to the others.

General Anderson—We should take some 
other parish and let them examine tbe 
papers.

Mr. Hale—If yon gentlemen do so we 
will not get through. Better notify coun­
sel that several eases will be set tor Mon­
day.

General Anderson—Governor, we wonld 
better take np some other parish and let 
these gentlemen examine the papers in this 
one.

General Smith—What is the aggregate 
vole of the parish as appears by the con­
solidated statement?

General Anderson —
Kellogg...........................UTS M cEnerv...................... 1102
B urch .........................  14T7 W ickliffo......................1102
Joseph ............................ 1416 Bt. M artin ................... 1102
Sh. l io n .......................... 14T« F ache............................ 1102
M ark t..............................14*6 Di Blanc........................ 1102
La-Tisee...........................1476 Seay...............................1102
B rew ster........................1476 Cobb.............................1102
Jo tl iU B .............................1476 C r o i t ................................1102

The eonnsel for tbe contestants, consisting 
of Messrs. Burke, Cavanao, McGloin, Zieh- 
arie and Brown, aacompanied also by Gov­
ernor Wickliffe, here came into the room of 
the board, and were given seats by Presi­
dent Wells at tables specially provided for 
them.

President Wells—The retnrns from the 
parish of East Baton Ronge are in the 
hands ot the gentlemen on both sides. As 
soon as they have examined them they will 
be laid before yon.

Colonel Zicharie—Have you the protest 
itseli?

Judge Trumbull—That is in the hands of 
Mr. Hale.

General Smith—Do these papers, tbe affi­
davits, accompany that sealed package?

General Anderson—Yes, sir; they were 
on the inside, sealed up with the consoli- 
idated statement.

General Smith—When were they re­
ceived ?

President Wells—The receipt book will 
show.

The receipt book was prodnoed, and it 
was shown that the papere were received 
on the twentv-third of November.

Celonel Zacharie—Mr. Chairman, tbe 
record is so voluminous, and the time so 
precious, it wifi be necessary to eet five or 
six clerks to work on the affidavits. Un­
less jou allow ns to withdraw them, whioh 
1 suppose yon will net do, it will be nec­
essary for us to take them into another 
room, where we may copy them, bnt yon 
can send somebody in charge of them.

l’resident Wells—Yon can have a room, 
but the papere muet be under onr control. 
We must manage that force; yon may have 
just aa many as yon please, twenty if yon 
desire it.

Colonel Zaoharie—These polls that are 
rejected by the enpervisor, are they to be 
eent here ?

General Anderson—No. sir; they are all 
here; there are seven of them.

Colonel Zacharie—There are bnt four of 
them.

The returns for the parish of Iberia were 
then brought forward and opened by Mr. 
Kenner.

There were two packages containing the 
consolidated statements and the tally 
sheets.

President Wells—Is that' the consolidated 
statement yon have, General Anderson? 

General Anderson—Yee, sir.
President Wells—Then here is a duplicate,

I suppose. Proceed with the parish.
Judge Trumbull—la that contested?
Mr. Burke—Notioe was given the other 

dav.
General Anderson—Tbe protest is general 

with reference to the electors.
Preeident Wells—There has been a gen­

eral proteet in regard to the electors, but 
open and examine it. We find that Colonel 
Zacharie is incorrect in some instances, and 
in some correct, and we are going on with 
this, and if Zicharie is correct in hie 
protest we notioe it, if not, why we go right 
on. The pointe raised by Colonel Zacharie 
are these, that a portion of tbe electors 
have been voted for and a portion not; and 
he opposes the counting of those that have 
not been voted for, as he supposes. If, np­
on openiag the papers, we find that all the 
electors have been voted for, we torn the 
papers over to a clerical force for compila­
tion.

General Andei eon—Governor, when they 
are not, then we reserve them, and they are 
not oonnted.

General Smith—Suppose it was true that 
in any one of tbe parishes, although they 
were returned there, that it was a mistake, 
that they were not voted for, what would 
be the result?

President Welle—We would investigate 
the matter.

General Anderson—We won’t count it. 
Mr. Bnrke—With referenoe to Iberia, we 

claim that the retnrns don’t show the votes 
cast. What conree wonld we have to take 
to verify tbe returns?

President Wells— We wonld have to send 
for the polls. The board baa ruled that 
they are the prima facie evidenoe until we 
are in' the possession of the ballots, whioh 
will show the spirit and intention of the 
voters.

Mr. Burke—That ie entirely satisfactory. 
General Aoderson—We have taken the 

trouble to go back and compare the tally 
sheets with the consolidated returns to see 
that the nameB of all tbe electors are on 
tbe tallv sheets and tallied.

Mr. Burke—All we ask is that yon send 
for the polls in Iberia.

President Wells—What remarks are there 
in the consolidated statement?

General Anderson—This consolidated 
statement is sworn to by P. A. Vessie, su 
porvisor, before E. II. Riddell, clerk of tbe 
court, of Iberia. The remarks are at poll 
No. 4, third ward. The commissioners peg 
lécted to mark or write upon the certifi 
cateB ot registration the word “Voted,” as 
required by law, npon tbe certificate» of 
persons who voted at the polls. He seems 
to have had the idea that they could go to 
some other poll and voie again. Of course,

ïh e  aggregate vote is a* follows:
Kellogg..........................1452 M ùKneiy....................... }*£
B urch .............................1452 Widklirfa................
Joseph ........................... 1452 Bt. M artin ...................
She M on.........................1452 Puck»............................

Utriaee..........................1452 B rae..-..........................
B re v e te r ...................... U52 C o b b ..;........................
Juffrion..........................1452 Cross..............................1**4

For Governor—Packard, 1449; Nioholle,
1253

Preeident Wells—Compare eome of the 
polls with the consolidated statement.

General Anderson—Take poll Ko. 4. Kel­
logg gets 11 votee; Bnroh 11, and the bal­
ance 11. The- McEnery electors i-aoh get 
322 votee; Nieholle, lor Governor, gets
322; Packard 11.

Mr. Kenner—The statement says thut the 
commissioners ot eleotion at this poll did 
not comply with the law; they failed to 
write the word “ voted” on the certificates 
of registration of persons who voted at eaid 
poll.

General AndersoE—That is the largest 
Democratic poll; now let ns take tbe largest 
Repnblioan, whioh is noli No. 1. It gives 
377 votes for Packard, and 177 for Nioholls. 
McEnery receives 176 votes, as do all the 
balance of the lioket.

Mr. Bnrke—I« there anything improper, 
Mr. Chairman, in my calling attention to 
the fact that the tally sheets are not sworn 
to?

President Wells—If they corroborate the 
oompiled statements and that testified to by 
the officer authorized, it is sufficient evi­
dence.

Mr. McGloin—Mr. President, we are 
copying a protest of the supervisor of the 
parish of Baton Rouge in order to com­
municate with him by mail. The secretary 
has just taken the protest iu the back room. 
Will you send for i ?

The president left the board and went in 
search of the protest himself.

General Anderson—The parish ot Ioeria 
is ready for compilation.

President Wells—Send it over to the

Judge Spofford—Will you hear me on a 
motion on the opening of the parish of Baton 
Ronge?

President Wells—I don’t think a motion 
is now in order. We have laid that over 
until Monday.

Jadge Spofford—It is something for the 
board’s own information—all that it will be 
neoeeeary for it to have, and whioh ought 
to be eent for at once, if at all.

President Wells—Read the motion.
Judge Spofford then read his motion, 

whioh was that the board order the box of 
tbe parish of Baton Ronge to be sent 
for at once, in order that it might be opened 
and examined, and if the board found that 
the retnrn be correct that it be tiled. 

Preeident Welle—File yonr motion.
Judge Spofford—We wonld like to get the 

order before adjournment. You will then 
act upon it before adjournment?

President Welle—Yes, sir, at onoe. We 
will send for the box a t once.

The returns from St. Tammany were then 
brought in. They were in two packages, 
the consolidated statements and tally 
sheets, not signed on the outside.

General Anderson—Is there any protest 
for St. Tammany?

Mr. Green—Yes, sir.
President Welle—Read the protest, Gen­

eral.
General Anderson then read the protest, 

whioh was made by W. P. Kellogg, L. A. 
Sheldon, of the parish of Orleans, and 
Morris Marks and others, in whioh it was 
stated that there was not a free, fair and 
>eaoeable eleotion in Bienville, Claiborne, 
It. Tammany and other parishes; that in 
the said parishes there have been intimida­
tion and threata whioh prevented a fair 
election, and in many of eaid parishes, St. 
Tammany and others, there were riots, 
tumults and violence, intimidation, dis- 
tnrbances, bribery and corrupt in­
fluences, murders and assassination whioh 
] irevented or tended to prevent a tree,
: air and peaoeable election at the respective 
wards in the parishes; that the acte afore­
said existed at and near the aforesaid polls 
daring and subsequent to the registration; 
that tbe enpervisurs of eleotion, both on be­
half of the State and the United States, as 
well as of the commissioners of eleotion, 
were and aie in many instances so com­
pletely intimidated that many of them dare 
not submit a statement of those acts whioh 
prevented or tended to prevent a fair and 
peaceable election, for fear that they might 
lose their lives; that the witnesses to tbe 
acts of violence, eto., are and have been so 
terrified that they would not voluntarily 
eome forward and* make oath to the aots of 
violence whioh prevented a peaoeable eleo­
tion, whereby the free expression of the 
popular will of the people has been illegal­
ly suppressed by acte of lawless men, who 
not only drove peaoeable citizens from the 
polls by intimidation and bloodshed, bnt 
even compelled many to vote against their 
will, all ot whioh wUl folly appear by dne 
proof before the board. They can estab­
lish clearly that they have been elected as 
eleotora, whereby they pray that the board 
will grant them an equitable hearing, and 
that they be returned as eleotora.

Governor Palmer—Who is that that pro-

General Anderson—It is in behalf of the 
Hayes and Wheeler eleotora. This is for 
hearing ander the provision of the law. 

President Wells—Lay that over.
General Smith—What is the aggregate 

vote?
General Anderson—Kellogg 581, and Me 

Enery 6-19.
General Smith—Can yon tell the aggre­

gate vote in that parish two years ago?
Mr. Bnrke—It was 681 to 581 on theTreas- 

urer.
General Anderson—That is 1182. It is 

1250 this year, against 1182 two years ago. 
Mr. McGloin—Is not that 581 a mistake ? 
General Anderson—It is a  mistake.
Mr. McGloin—The vote we have is 551. 

That would make just 1200 this year in 
the parieh, to 1182 two years ago.

President Wells—Lay this over, General. 
General Anderson—The vote for Kellogg 

is 551, and Poche 647.
Mr. McGloin—That corresponds with onr 

statement. There was no other document 
that came with these returns excepting the 
protest ?

General Anderson—No, sir.
Preeident Wells—Bring some other re­

tains.
General Anderson—I think we had better 

adjourn. I  think we have earned onr $8 
and proepeots.

President Wells—And that reduced down 
to thirty cents on the dollar.

The Board then adjourned till eleven 
o’clock to-day.

B Y  T E L E G R A P H .

W ASHINGTON.

The Chief Jaatlce Visits the President.
W ashington, November 24.—Chief Jos- 

tioe Waite visited the Preeident to-day.
Aleck Htephcas s i  Cratches.

Mr. Stephens has arrived. He nass a  
crutch on account of rheumatism. He has 
gained ten pounds of flesh.

la  the Cahlacr.
The Cabinet dieonssed the Sjuthern situ­

ation, but took no aotion.

Coart Items.
The private market men have found 

Judge Lynch inexorable, and yesterday he 
pressed them into a very email corner. Mr. 
Barths stated that he was in the habit of 
late of supplying customers by carrying 
meat, on their order, to their houses; that 
he purchased his supplies a t the Magazine 
Market, and sometimes oarried them to his 
house before distributing them.

Judge Lynch told him that this was a 
violation of the injnnotion; that he wonld 
be in contempt of it if he did his business 
in a cart or even in a basket No one could 
eell any meat exoept the pnblio market 
men.

In the Superior Criminal Court yesterday 
the assistant district attorney questioned a 
witness lor defense aa to his cosidence. The 
witness stated that he resided at the Com­
mercial Hotel, corner of New Levee and 
Girod streets. “ What kind of a place is 
this?” queried tfie prosecuting officer. “A 
fine place,” was the answer; “maybe yon 
would like to have one of its carde?” And 
amongst a loud smile of all present the wit­
ness stepped down, handed the district at­
torney a bneineea card of the hotel, and 
then coolly resumed his seat.

T H E  SITUATIO N.

The Month Carolina Supremo Court In 
Contempt.

Columbia, November 24 —The Snpreme 
Court has just issued a role tv the State 
Canvassers and their counsel, D. T. Corbin, 
to show cause why they should not be a t­
tached for contempt in violation of the writ 
of prohibition issued on tbe seventeenth in­
stant, and issuing certificates in defiance 
of the contt. The answer ie made returna­
ble at four o’clock this afternoon. No 
doubt of their continued defiance to the 
coarc.

The court convened at fonr o’clock in 
response to the rule issued at the morning 
eeesion to tbe Board of Canvassers to ehow 
cause why they should not be attached for 
oontempt of court in refusing to obey its 
mandate issued on Wednesday.

Ucited States District Attorney Corbin, 
eonnsel for the board, introduced an affidavit 
asking for farther time. The court stated 
that it he wonld indicate the line of their de­
fense or assure the court that, they wonld 
obey its mandamus, further time would be 
granted. He would not do this, and the re­
quest was refused. The counsel for the re- 
latois were instructed to draw the order, 
but as a recitation of all the proceedings 
was required, as a pretace to the order to 
commit tbe board tor contempt, they re­
quested until to-morrow morning to file it. 
Tbe coart said that it hoped the board 
wonld in tbe morning obey its mandate 
and purge the contempt; if they do not 
they will be committed to jail.

The counsel tor relators then moved that 
a peremptory mandamus issue to H. E. 
Payne, Secretary ot State, tv issue oertifi- 
oates to all members of the General Assem­
bly, including the counties of Edgefield 
and Lanrens, in accordance with the order 
of the court of Wednesday’s session.

Associate Justice Willard said that rela­
tors ought not to pray this at this stage of 
proceedings, as Mr. Payne was bow in con­
tempt, and the oonrt had no assurance that 
he would obey, aa he had disobeyed their 
mandate already, intimating that the coun­
sel enght to await the result of the rale be­
fore moving this order.

It was at this stage of the proceedings 
that he delivered the folio wine forcible and 
impressive charge- Jastioe Willard said: 

Here we have just made a solemn de­
cision, in which H. E. Payne is a party, aa 
a member of the Board of State Canvas­
sers and as Seotretary of the State. If the 
order in that case, an order direoted to him 
as well as to the others on the hoard, had 
been obeyed, this question would have not 
arisen. As the oase now stands, an inci­
dent has occurred rare in the history of 
civilized society. Men clothed with civil 
authority, of limited character, subject 
to the oonrts of the land, have 
placed themselves In defiance of the 
nigbeet oonrt in the State of South Caro­
lina, and are now jeopardizing tbe eeonrity 
of jastioe and the security of peace. They 
are in an attitude of defiance not only 
against abstract law, bnt against its em­
bodiment in this oonrt. They have brought 
politioal shame for a moment npon the 
State and upon the nation. They hold in 
their hands a firebrand, and they have ap­
plied it to the whole struotnre that covers 
it while they are thus standing denying the 
power of this court.

We are now gravely considering the snb- 
jeot of issuing another mandate to another 
member of this board. I oio not believe 
that when the gentlemen come to consider, 
when they come to-night to ask the favor 
and petition of their God, when they reoall 
the eanotity of their oaths of offioe, I do not 
believe they will longer resist the power of 
this court. This coart is clothed with 
majesty. We do not speak the voles of 
men, we speak in judgment, and jadgment 
is the voice of Gocl Every legal power will 
be exhausted by the oonrt to compel 
from them what their conscience does 
not yield, and whatever loyalty, fealty 
and jastioe there is in the community 
will be exerted to compel by foroe 
whet oonsoienoe does not yield. What 
are we doing? What reason have 
we for believing that this order will 
be obeyed, any more than the others? 
What reason have we to believe that this 
defiance will cease ? We shoald take into 
consideration the bearings of this ques­
tion. The aotion of this board, in my 
opinion, will do more to oall op a générons 
spirit in the people, and forgetful of parti­
sanship to cease, to unite npon the high 
groand of justice and troth, than anything 
that has been done in the history of the 
country since its origin. Has this oonrt 
any reason to believe that its process will 
be respected ?

The court meets to-morrow at 10 A. M.
Soath Carolina Items.

N ew  Yobk , November24.—A dispatch in 
the Herald Bays H. W. Parvis, a member 
of the Sooth Carolina Canvassing Board, 
refused to eign the certificates of members 
of tbe Legislature and oonnty officers, on 
aooount of fraud. He signed the certifi­
cates of the eleotora and State officers.

A dispatch to the Times says Dr. Giover, 
enpervisor of elections at Swan Quarter. 
Hyde county, South Carolina, was found 
drowned.

What the Herald Hays.
The New York Herald doses a long edi­

torial thus: The Republican party is not 
made np of rognes and Tombs lawyers. It 
contains a great mass of honest, honorable 
and patriotio men, and these will not toler­
ate what would make them hang their 
heade with shame. They will not allow 
their leaders to resort to trickery, to bass 
devices or to doubtful means to oonnt ifi 
their candidates. Already the Repnblioan 
opinion of tbe proceeding in the dispnted 
States is sneh that it has become almost 
impossible decently to eonnt in Governor 
Qsyee. Already the wisest Republicans 
say in conversation that for the 
sake of their party they hope for Mr. Td- 
den’e return. As yet the honeet Repnb- 
liosn masses are waiting in eilenoe, bnt 
with decreasing patience. Bnt any farther 
appearance of trickery, or the least con­
tinuation of these attempts in the disputed 
States to take advantage of shallow legal 
technicalities, to resort to underhand and 
unworthy means, snoh as the recent hear­
ing of testimony charging intimidation, on 
whioh the Louisiana Returning Board has, 
it is said, determined, will give voice to the 
smothered indignation of the Republican 
party, who can not stand silent and see 
themselves and the good name of their 
party sold into disgrace.
Ilewitt to IIamptsa—Trait la God and 

Tammany Hall.
Hon. Abram S. Hewitt has written a lat­

ter to General Wade Hampton, in whioh he
says:.

Your admirable address to the people of 
Sooth Carolina is the snbjaot of universal 
commendation here; in fact, the prndenoe, 
the forbearance and the self-control of yonr 
people under the most exasperating provo­
cations, is beyond all praise. I oan only 
t ust that in the exoiting situation in whioh 
yon will find yourjelf next week no out­
break will occur. It is most too much to 
expect that there will be no indiscreet icen 
in South Carolina who uiay provoke the col­
lision, but nevertheless the providence of 
God has so far guided you and your 
people in ail your difficulties, that your 
friends rest in calm confidence upon the 
wisdom and good fortune which have so far 
attended your actions. You may rest as­
sured that yonr Northern brethren have

coNTLSuan on bioutm ra o a .|


