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T H E  R ET U R N IN G  B O A R D

A N O T H E R  H A R D  D A Y ’ S  W O R K

COMING DOWN TO THS EVIDENCE

The board was celled to order et half* 
past eleven o'clock. All the members of the 
board answered to roll call.

The minâtes were read.
Present on the part of the Reenbliean 

delegation—Messrs Ntonghton. K»Hey. Van 
Alec. Parker and Wilson; ou ibe part of 
the Democrats—Messrs. Palmer, Truuibnll, 
Smith. Bigler and Julian.

Judge Spofiurd asked for an addition to 
the minutes for the purpose of placing 
thereon the order or the board, made ou 
the previous day, with reference to the 
sending lor the boxes in East Baton Rouge, 
in order that counsel might get at the re­
turns and statement of votes.

President Wells—Tnat order was not 
made in the moruing session. Ou Monday 
it will be read.

President Wells then asked if there were 
any farther motions

Colour 1 Zauharie was about to present a 
motion when the president interrupted him 
by saying: 1 will state, gen'lemen, before 
we eommenoe, that we must dispense with 
the reading of any protest or motion here­
after before the board. Wo must bring all 
the evidenoe, if it is possible to do so, to a 
close during the early part of next week, or 
we shall not be able to get through with our 
deliberations. We mast have some time to 
deliberate, and yon will pardon me, when i 
ask you, as a favor, to suspend reading any 
dsentnent which you may want to pl.oe be­
fore (he board, until (he subject matter of 
the docoment arises in any disputed portion 
of a parish, or in any parish. Therefore, 
Mr. Zacharie, will you bave the kiadnts* 
to confine yourself to »bis ordert

Colonel Z m h trie—Yes, sir
Colonel Z »otarie then asked the board 

whether or not they bad finally decided 
that they would not appoint on the board 
a  gentleman whom the Democratic Execu­
tive Committee had suggested.

• President Weils—Tue board has never 
taken any action with regard to not fi l.ug
the vacanev.

Colonel Zteharie—Hue the board passed 
upon any of the applications we have made 
to have the vaoaney filled.

President Wells—There has been but one 
application before the board.

Colonel Z »charte—I have presented two 
e r three letters on the eabj-ot. I presented 
two letters to the board aud filed another.

President Wells—Yon may not compre­
hend me. There has been bat one applica­
tion. There have been several renewals
mi it.

Colonel Zteharie—I would ask ii the 
board will take into consideration the fill­
ing of that vacancy, or it they have come to 
the final consideration of tbo application.

President Wells—1 have just said that it 
Iim  not, because it has never had ander dt- 
liberation the idea that the position would 
have to be filled. Bat the board differs in 
regard to the gentleman yon have proposed. 
1 will go farther, and state that you gentle­
men of the opposite side brought upon ns 
this difficulty. We had a Republican on 
the board and he resigned, and then a Dem­
ocratic Legislature filled the vaoaney with 
a  Demociac, and that Democrat resigned. 
Speaking individually, 1 don’t tb<nk yon 
have any olaim, therefore, to representa­
tion; that yon have forfeited it by resigna­
tion.

Colonel Zteharie—The last question I 
asked was wnetber the board will nil the 
-vaoaney T

President Wells—We shall try and agree 
upon any individual that may be snggested.

Colonel Zteharie— I brought before the 
board yesterday the fact that the returns 
ot Morehouse have been in the city, and 
we understood then that the b-ard would 
direct a person to go with Mr. Burke in or­
der to get the returns. The person indi­
cated rs fuses to go and get them on the 
ground that he was instructed by the 
heard not to take the returns unless the 
supervisor was there and would come with 
M i .

President Wells—Before the application, 
m H the preliminary remarks in regard to it, 
I  stated that we had no right to take 
fihe papere from anybody; that we might 
commit a wrong aod injastioe, bat we 
would read and get the partira themselves 
with the papers before the board. Now, 
U yon will ounetrne it that we bad ordered 
separate aotion to this, I will say yon mis­
understood me.

Colonel Z achat ie—We so construed it. 
I  will prodnoe an affidavit to the «fleet that 
the returns of tho parish of Franklin bave 
been lying in the Southern Express office 
in this city for some tea days, addressed to 
iba Hon. Miohael Hahn, State Supervisor 

Registrar, and who refuses to reoeive 
them, though I am informed that he re­
calved and ielivered several packages 
bare. We will produce an affidavit to that 
effect. I will ask tbr> board to take steps to 
possess themselves of these returns.

President Wells—What reasons have 
been assigned by Governor Hahn lor not 
«etting them Î

Colonel ZicLarie—He refuses to pay the 
ohargea. I am told that they should have 
been addressed to the Returning Board.

President Wells—I will state that we 
have no fonds with whieh to defray the ex­
penses of the board; thBt the Ddmooratio 
Legislature, in its last session, refused to 
give ns anything whatever to pay onr per 
diem. Heure, how are we to get the re­
turns! We have not the means. We are 
nnwilling to risk our means tor the publie 
whoa we have no assurance that they will 
mot be paid back, and if it does come back 
it  will only be at the rate of thirty rente on 
the dollar.

Colonel Z tebarie—That is obviated by 
saying that we will deiray the expenses, 
whatever the chargee may be.

Governor Wioklifle—I will stand the ex-

Cise of getting those returns; it will only 
seventy-five cents.

president Wtlis—Thank yon, Governor. 
We will give the order to the clerk to get 
them, if yon will fnxniah him with the 
Money.

Colonel Zteharie—I have one more ques­
tion, and that is, bas tbebosrd reached any 
«enclusion on onr motion in regard to the 
prodoetien of the duplicates which are on 
S o  with the olerk of tho parish, where the 
oapervisor has not rent np the returns. 

President Wells—No. air.
Colonel Zacharie—This is an important 

•question, because it comes up in the ease of 
Baton Ronge. We would respectfully ask 
the board to consider that matter and give 
ms a t aa early a date as possible their do- 
ciaion, tor It mast govern oar defense in the 
Baton Songe eases.

President Wells—We will take the mat­
ter ander consideration.

C o lo n e l  Zsoharie—W il l  the board be able 
to answer to-day?

President Wells—Not before Monday. 
Colonel Zteharie—Then yon will grant 

deity in «rder to the production ot the 
•boioo from Baton Bongo. Wo understood 
•that the order would issue. Has the order 
bean complied with so that they will be 
b e n  by next Monday?

President Wells—The order will be com­
plied with this afternoon.

Colonel Zteharie—There will be no op­
portunity of these reaohing here within 
two or three days, unless the boat is down 

,jn the morning from Baton Ronge, or pos­
sibly to-night.

President Wells—We will send a dispatch 
Immediately, then. . . .

Mr. MoGItvn—In relation to the parish of 
Bast Baton B >nge the committee wilt now 
present ores« interrogatories. We will pre­
nant them this morning if we ean get them.
I  understood the ruling to be that the 
affidavits and the supervisor’« statement 
are »rima furie evidence. We desire the 
privilege of oiose-examining the supervisor 
and the three witnesses whose affidavits 
are annexed. We ask the privilege of filing 
eresa-interrogstories, sad that the witnesses 
Who have corroborated the statement be here 
on Monday and answer oar Interrogatories. 
The affidavits were prepared here In New

Orleans. Some of tbs witnesses testified 
they were afraid to go ba<k to Baton 
Ronge. At all avants ws would like that 
privilege be aroorded to ns, and we msy 
serve a copy on one of the electors. Of 
coarse the gentlemen will prodnoe them 
here. The point I wish to make is.whether 
the board will allow no the privilège of fil­
ing oross-interrogatoriss, having the super 
visors who are witnesses to answer them.

President Weils—Yon have; bat beer in 
mind that the progress of eouottng the vote 
most not bo impeded or fettered under any 
consideration, and yon must ose all doe 
diligence to get the witnesses bare. When 
yon have filed this eroes-examinatioo, aid 
the board in having tbs witnesses brought 
here.

Mr. MeGloin—We will do the best we 
can.

Mr. MeGloin—In relation to another 
thing in euuiwtiiiB with the parish of Esst 
Baton Rouge, I desire to say that there are 
in the bands of the board rhe statement of 
the supervisor, constituting a protest under 
the law, with the three ftnroboratiog wit­
nesses. There are some fifteen or twenty 
ex parte affidavits in possession of tbo 
board, bat we do not know the manner in 
which they reached here. We would like 
to know if they are to be considered, be­
cause, if they are to be considered, it is 
necessary for us to try and cio*8-examins 
these parties, or else it is necessary to csl< 
our witnesses in relation to the facts which 
are set forth >n these affidavits.

President Wells—The board will notice 
all the evidenoe brought betör« it.

Judge Spofford—Ou both sides?
President Wells—Ou both sides.
Mr. MeGloin—I desire to address the 

hoard on another question. These ex parte 
affidavits that are produced in these differ­
ent bundles will have no greater weight 
attached to them than to ours?

President Wells—As a matter of course, 
not.

Mr. MeGloin—Another thing. As I pre­
sume this is the time, we wish to file an 
exception to tbo protest which the super­
visor filed, upon various grounds. We will 
not state them now.

President Wells—Place them en file, all 
your documenta, and let ns be doae with 
this constant waste of time.

Mr. MeGloin—Another point.
President Wells—Have you a protest to 

file?
Mr. MeGloin—Yes, sir; I will tender both. 
President W»ls—Aooompanying the re­

marks that yon are going to make?
Mr. MoGloin—Yes. sir.
President Wells—File the papers, and let 

ns have as little remarks as posaills.
Mr. MeGloin—1 will try and comply with 

the de»iru of the board.
President Wells—My objeet is not to 

wsste time in hearing lawyers. I have a 
perfect abhorrence of lawyers in their 
disooesions upon their teohnieslities, and I 
want to abridge it as mueh ss possible.

Mr MiGkoin—But it is not oonneeted 
with the proie-fc. 8 ms of the Isrge Repub­
lican polishes sre uot >6». in, and I would 
like to know it we o*n file onr evidence 
when the par**-re are opened?

President Well— My dear sir, I have re­
iterated that twenty times, that whenever 
the papers are opened yon shall have tho 
privilege of filing yonr evidence.

Mr. MeGloin—I understand that. 
President Wells—Then why do wo go 

over these grounds so much. If it is for the 
consumption of time, I must insist upon the 
gentlemen filing all their motions at onee 
and le' u* proceed to the count.

Mr. McGioin—I hope you won’t consider 
me headstrong. I feel apprehensive that I 
shall exhaust your patience, but I want to 
know if we oan file a formal prüfest now to 
the Republican parishes after tne ten days 
have elapsed ?

President Wells—Do you mean to apply 
that io the parishes that have been com­
piled?

Mr. MeGloin—No, sir.
President Wolle—'Tbo protest will be 

covered by the law applicable a t the proper 
time.

Mr. MeGloin—Do those protests have to 
bs filed within ten days ?

President Wells—Yes, sir. That is the 
decision of the board, bat if, nevertheless, 
the question whioh arises under that pro­
test is ot any magnitude, we shall relax the 
rulings of the board upon that subject to 
get that evidence before it.

Colon« 1 Zteharie—In eases where the 
parish has been sent np for compilation 
would It be entertained?

President Wells—No, sir.
Colonel Ztefcarie—Yon permitted it yes­

terday in the case of N ttobitoehes.
President Wells—Tnis docoment accom­

panied the return from Natohitoehee, but it 
was overlooked a%d not entered at the time.

Colonel Ztoharie—I am informed this 
morning that there was bronght bore for 
the first time a largo bnndle of affidavits in 
the East Baton Bonge case. I t  will be im­
possible for ns to examine all the affidavits 
and get witnesses here within twenty four 
hoars. We would Ike  yon to decide where 
there is a limit in this matter.

When the plaintfl is in eonrt and the de­
fendant pat to his defense no new questions 
are allowed. We thought we were to reply 
to the matter given to ns yesterday. It we 
are to go on in this manner constantly hav­
ing the plaintiff oomixg forward and filing 
new proofs in will be interminalle.

General Anderson—Whom do yon regard 
as the plain:ill?

Colonel Zteharie—The party complain­
ing. We are standing on the defensive, at­
taining that the polls will not be thrown 
ont. Now every rale of justice would re­
quire that we should have the objections 
before ns before we are required to answer 
what the grounds of the complsint are.

President Wells—If you please, for a mo­
ment. We have stated yon shall have 
them. Let ns abridge this thing. If yon 
ask where is the limit to tLii thing, I ask 
where is the limit to the questions that are 
springing np here and retarding ns? If 
yon will answer that I will answer the 
other. m

Colonel Zteharie—If yon will terminate 
the case of the plaintiff and say it is fin­
ished, and will then give ns time ander the 
twenty-tour hoar rale to get our witnesses 
and make onr defense, there will be a limit 
to any objections. However mnoh we have 
protested against your rules, we will be 
obliged to follow them. Yesterday we 
found the esse of the complainant, as we 
understood it. Wo succeeded in obtaining 
aome 100 pages of testimony, and we had 
our ease in hand and prepared onr inter­
rogatories, telegraphing for onr wit­
nesses, and hoped tofbe ready on Monday. 
This morning wa come in and find in the 
same ease a large package of new affida­
vits. It is impossible for m  to oommeoee 
onr defense until we know whether the 
ease tor the complainant is finished.

President Wells—Yon will be lurnisbed 
with it, and when the ease is np tor final 
aetion tbo evidenoe ceases, as m matter of 
oonrse, such evidence as yon are complain­
ing of.

Colonel Zacharie—But that does not ob­
viate the difficulty. The difficulty is to 
know at what time we shall eommenoe to 
prepare M r ease.

President Wells—Prepare it now, and go 
on prepariog it.

Judge Spofford asked the construction of 
the rule with reference to the admission of 
ex parte affidavits. The rules were that no 
ex parte affidavits woold be received, and 
vet it appeared that such affidavits were to 
be received on both sides.

President Wells—I have stated to yon 
that yonr affidavits will be received.

Judge Spofford—Then the rule is wrong. 
General Anderson—It is modified to that 

effect.
President Wells—Now I hope we will go 

on. We will go into executive eeesion.
General Andereon—I hope not for a mo­

ment. I desire to make a statement to the 
board.

General Anderson then read the follow­
ing letter to the board:

N ew  Ohlbahb, November 25, 1876. 
Hon. Thom is C. Anderson, Member of the Lonla- 

teua beturniog Beaidi
8ik - I t  your statement of yesterday be­

fore the Bstarniog Board, published in the 
morning city papers, yon state, that I voted,

when a member of the Legislature of 1867, 
for the bil' to pay tbo claim known as the 
"Weil St Jinny claim.” In this you are mis 
taken. I opposed the bill throughout. My 
opposition to it was based on article 129 of 
the State constitution of 1864. I opposed 
it on the further ground that there were 
ot her cl urns of immense magnitude against 
the Allen government equally meritorious 
as the Wail & Jtinny olaim, and if the door 
was opened by the allowance of the claim 
an immenre debt would be saddled upon 
the State, growing oat of the war. I have 
not the journal of the Honso before me to 
look a t toy vote on the bill, but my opposi­
tion to it on the grounds stated was well 
known among the members of the House. 
I am inclined to think that I was not pres­
ent when the vote was taken, owing to my 
absence from the eity at the time, but the 
journal of the House will show.

You will please make the necessary cor­
rection in yoorstatementot yesterday, and 
make this letter a part of your corrected 
statement.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN McENERY.

General Anderson continued then as fol­
lows:

1 said that McEnery voted for the bill. 
Upon examination, however, I find that he 
voted »grinst the bill. But I wish to state 
further that when the bill was under con­
sideration in the House, the committee to 
whom it had been referred—the Committee 
on Claims—refem d it back. The reoord of 
the proceedings of the Senate upon that 
subject Is as follows;

"Mr. Halsey, chairman, on behalf of the 
Committee on Claims, reported on House 
hill No. 90, an aoc for the relief of Weil St 
Jsnny, as follows:

" The Committee on Claims instruct me 
to report the claim of Weil & Jannv back 
to the House, with the recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Jadioiary, involving, as it does, in their 
opinii n, the construction ot articles 114 and 
129. constitution of 1864.

"They farther instruct me to report that 
they have given this olaim a very thorough 
and impartial examinatior ; have examined 
varions witnesses, ana are of opinion that 
the goods for which this claim ia presented 
were received and used by the state gov­
ernment which exixted at the time at 
Shreveport, and that the inhabitants of a 
large portion of this State were benefited 
thereby.

‘‘They further instruot me to report that 
from dooomente submitted t this commit­
tee for their investigation ( whioh are trans­
mitted herewith!, it appears that the olaim- 
ante had in their possession, a short time 
subsequent to the surrender of the Trans- 
Mississippi Department sufficient ootton to 
have liquidated their olaim; but that owing 
to the aotion of the agente of the State of 
Louisiana, then in Texas, tho eontrol and 
possession of this ootton was taken from 
then, aod the ootton subsequent!? shipped 
to Europe. J. H. HALSEY,

"Chairman Committee on Claims.
"The report was adopted, and the bill, 

with the accompanying papers and reports, 
was referred, on motion of Mr. Hslaey, to 
tbs Committee on the Jadioiary.

“This committee was one of the ablest 
ever raised in any Legislature of this State, 
consisting ot the Hon. J. B. Elam, of D« 
S ito, a lawyer and an experienced legislator; 
Colonel George Williamson, of Caddo, an 
eminent lawyer; Hon. A. L  Tucker, ot 8t. 
Mary, one of the leading members of the 
bar of Southwestern Louisians, and an ex- 
oerteneed legislator; Captain L. M. Nutt, 
of Caddo, a distinguished lawyer, J. A. Sni­
der, of Bossier, an able lawyer, Hon. 
Hunter Collins, of East F licitna; Judge 
W. 8. Scott, of Jefferson; Hon. J. McEnery, 
of Ouachita, one of the ablest of the law­
yers of North Louisiana, and three young 
lawyers of this oity who have already won 
success and fame, James McConnell, J. B. 
Eusiis and J  E Simonds.

"The committee eo composed reported as 
follows:

"On an act fer the relif of Weil & 
Janny, favorably, with written report, as
fellows:

'The committee having had under con­
sideration the bill emitted an aot for the 
relief ot Weil St Janny, committed to them 
by the House, at the request of the Com­
mittee on Claims, have to report that, in the 
opinion of the committee, the debt created 
by the State during the administration of 
Henry W. Allen, aa Governor of thy State, 
and for which relief is sought hy the cairn 
ants at the hands of the G.-neral As­
sembly, is not obnoxious to the one 
hundred and twenty-ninth artiole of the 
eonstitution of 1864, because the goods 
furni-bed th« 8‘a«a by the claimants, and 
furnished the people, were ordinary neces­
saries of life, not contraband of war. Nor 
does it appear that any of the articles far- 
nLbed by claimants were used by tho Con­
federate army, and the State had no troops 
in the field at that time.

"Respectfully submitted.
"J  B ELAM, Chairman.

"On motion of H a Elam, the bill and ac­
companying doonmsnto were recommitted 
to the Committee on Claims with the fore­
going written opinion. (See Journal House 
of Representatives, 1867. page 69 )

On Friday, March 8,1867, the Committee 
on Claims reported the bill back to the 
House, ‘«ailing attention to the previous 
report of the Committee on Claims,’ mean- 
iag the favorable report of the committee 
of Mareli 1, quoted above at length.

"On Monday, March 18, 1867, the House, 
in pursuance ot a resolution, took up for 
consideration private and local bills, and 
among these the bill entitled ‘an act for the 
relief of Weil and Janny.’ House bill No. 
90.

’And the rates being suspended requiring 
the House to go into committee of the whole 
on an appropriation, Mr. Cage (Mr. Leeds in 
the chai ) moved an amendment striking 
out ‘one hundred and forty,’ and insert 
one hundred.’

"Mr. Blackman offered the following 
amendment:

' ‘Provided that the Législature will make 
the necessary appropriations to pay all per­
sons Who furnUned cotton to Governor Al­
len, the proceeds of whioh were applied to 
the purchase of supplies for the people of 
the State, and to whom the bonds ot the 
State were issued for the same ’

“Mr. Snider moved the previous ques­
tion, which waa,aeoonded by the House, 
end the amendment offered by Mr. Cage 
was adopted, and the amendment offered 
by Mr. Blackman was rejected; and on the 
engrossment of the bill the yeas and nays 
were demanded by Messrs. McCloskey and 
Edwards, with the following result:

Yeas—Messrs. Samuel Anderson, of Mad­
ison: J. E. Austin, of Orleans; E. A1 verson, 
of East Baton Rouge; J . C Barry, of St. 
Landry; Alfred Bourges, of Orleans: H. S. 
Brown, of Ibervillp; B. R. Chian, of West 
Baton Rouge; II. W. Drake, of Tensas; L. 
De Poor ter, of St. James; II. A. Drew, of 
Gaiborne; W. L. Ditto, ot Catahoula; J. B.
L. Dogas, of Assomption; C. A. Eeger, of 
Orleans; J . B. Elam, of De Soto: F. 
Ewing, of Lafourche; A. S. Keith; 
of Jefferson; G. A. K re ret, of Orleans: 
E. Gsntt, of S t Landry; J. T. Hanlon, of 
Orlesn-; J. H. Halsey, (then) of Point« 
ConjM»; G. W. Hudspeth, of St. Landry;
B. F. Jonas, of Orleans; Amos Kent, of 
St. Helens; J. KUe, of Natohitoobee; E. E. 
Leblano, of Lafonrohe; F. Martin, of La­
fayette; James McConnell, of Orleans; L.
M. Nutr, of Caddo; L. D. Presoott, of St. 
Landry; A. Pujo, of Caloasieu; H. Regen, 
berg, of Union; M. Richardson, of Sr. Tam­
many; N. Richards, of Orleans; Ë. Rogers, 
of Latoarehe; W. H- Rogers, ot Orleans; J. 
Ryan, of Caloaeien; A. B. Seger, of Algiers; 
L. E. Simonds, of Orleans; J  A. Snider, ot 
Bossier; R. B Stille, of 8abine; J. Texada, 
of Rapides; F. Theriot, ot Terrebonne; A. 
L. Tucker, of Sr- Mary; W. W. Whitting­
ton, of Rapides; H. Y. W»ddell, of Winn;
J. C. Weeks, of Winn; W. H. Wells, of Or­
leans—49.

N »vs—Messrs. N. E Bail y, of Orleans; 
W. F. Blackman, cf Cuiborne; W. D. M. 
Bruton, of Union; J. T Decker, of Plaque­
mines; Marie Dodart, of Orleans; R. J  E u ­
tin, of St. Martin; G. W. E dridge, of Do 
Sot«; J  M. Edwards, of Avoyelles; Charles
K. Kroner, of Orleans; P  Kish barn, of E tst 
Feliciana; J. R. Head, of Bienville; J. Holt, 
of Bast Baton Rouge; J . McEnery, of

Ouachita; H MoCloekey, of Orleans; F. F 
Montgomery, of Carroti; P. M. Peterson, of 
Orleans; James Phillips, of Orleans; Alfred 
Phillips, of Orleans; J  A. Powell, ot Bien 
ville; W 8. Scott, of Jefferson; F. A. Tete, of 
Asanmitfion; T F. Thieneman. of Orleans; A. 
W. Walker, of St. Bernard—23.

“And the bill was ordered to ba en­
grossed.

“On motion of Mr. Cage (Mr. Leeds in 
the chair!, the rules were suspended, and 
the bill was read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be s»nt to the Senate.” [See 
journal, page 114 ]

" The oppoeition to this bill in the General 
Assembly was not on its merits, but for the 
reason that the opponents were unwilling 
to open so large a class of Just claims in the 
exis'ing depleted state ot the treasury.

‘ The bill was very thoroughly debated 
and examined, and was as fully canvassed 
before the committees as if it had betn in 
litigation before a court of justice. Tbe 
value of the goods was established ; their 
distribution lor relief was folly proved; (he 
fact of non-payment made oiear and placed 
beyond any chance of donbt; and the con­
sistence ot the claim with the provisions of 
tbe constitution of 1864 was affirmed by all 
tbe lawyers in both boat’s. that artiole be 
iog the some as article 129 ot the constitu­
tion of 1868, which is as follows:

“ The State of Louisiana shall never as­
sume uor pay any debt or obligation con­
tracted or incurred in aid of the rebellion.’ ”

The following memorial was filed % 1th 
the board:

N e w  O rlea ns, November 25, 1876.
To the Pres ih n t aod Members of tbe Returning 

Hoard of tbe State of Louisiana:
G e n tlem en  — The undersigned, having 

been candidates at the late election, respect­
fully request that you tray cause tbe bal­
lots oast in the oity of New Orleans to be 
carefully counted over again before -pro­
ceeding to canvasa the official returns there­
of. 1c is wetl known that nearly all tickets 
were eo peculiarly colored and olosely 
printed that without particular and scru­
tinizing attention givea each name thereon, 
alterations in the names of tbe candidates 
would escape observation. Nearly all the 
candidates resorted to tho use of printed 
slips whiob, after erasing the names printed 
on the ticket, were pasted over the names 
thus erased. Without oloso inspection of 
the entire ticket they oonld not have been 
discovered. We confidently believe that in 
tbe haste of the counting the commissioners 
have thus unintentionally failed to notice 
alterations favorable to ns in many in­
stances. It is only by an inspection of the 
ballots actually deposited that errors re­
sulting from this cause can be remedied. 
Again, we respectfully call yonr attention, 
if yon oonsider it within the scope of yonr 
authority, to the great number of ballots oast 
by persons naturalized only a short time be­
fore and within a few days of the elec tien. 
We greatly donbt their nght to have voted 
at all. Permit ns to direct yonr attention to 
the langnage of article ninety-eight of tbe 
ooosiiiniion of Louisiana, whioh declares 
that “every male person of the age of 
twenty-one years or npward, born or nat­
uralized in the United States, and subject 
to th« jurisdiction thereof, and resident of 
f his State for one year next preceding an el# o- 
t  on, and the lat-t ten days within the parish 
in a hioh be offers to vote, «hall be deemed 
an elector,” eto. We m »intain that the nat­
uralized person should oomhi"e tbe citizen­
ship of one year with the reel leio i ot one 
year in tbe State, as the n»uve citizen is 
required to do before he is allowed to vote. 
We do not think bis privileges should be 
superior to those enjoyed by tbe native born 
citizen, although we do cheerfully acquiesce 
in any interpretation of the law whioh makes 
them equal. The period of time speoified 
in and required by the laws of tbe Uoi'ed 
States fur the naturalization of alien for­
eigners is entirely independent of the State 
Lw prescribing the necessary residence as 
a prerequisite to the exercise oi the eleotive 
franchise. The State takes nq Cognizance 
of the foreigner until he Is naturalized. 
Should he be cited to answer any civil de­
mand in any one of the State courts he 
could, and donbtless would, under an act 
Of Congress of the third of March. 1875, 
Statutes at Large, pages 470 and 471, have 
the esate removed to the Ciroait Court of 
the United States. How, then, should he 
olaim the benefit of a constitutional provis 
ion whioh most be inexorably enforced as 
to native oitizens, and whioh precludes the 
privilege of the elective franchise until he 
has resided in the State aa a citizen of the 
United States for a period of one entire 
year. To hold that he may constitutionally 
vote immediately after his naturalisation 
is an unauthorized discrimination in his fa­
vor, which is a practical frand on the rights 
of those citizens who are of native birth 
and those who have been naturalized in 
good faith more than one year previous to 
voting. We respeotfally ask if it be prac­
tical to do eo that the votes com­
plained of be rejeoted. We invite your 
attention to the general irregularities pre­
vailing under the system of naturalization 
adopted by the district courts of this parish, 
extending in the Second Distriot Court for 
tbe parish of Orleans to more than 1500 
certificates of citizenship whioh were issued 
to alien foreigners predicated upon judg­
ments whioh do not appear to have been 
signed. Also to polls Nos. 3.12 and 14 of 
the third ward; to poll No. 3 in the tenth 
ward; to polls Nos. 1 and 6 in the eleventh 
ward. We are credibly informed that pro­
tests have been already presented in these 
instanoes, based on alleged irregularities. 
We invite your special attention to them. 
We further respeotfally suggest that the 
ballots of the Sixth and Seventh Municipal 
Districts of the parish and eity, comprising 
the twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, six­
teenth and seventeenth wards should be 
counted as cast, for the candidates in and 
for tbe parish of Orleans, under authority 
of artiole eighty-three of the constitution of 
the State of Louisiana, and seotion one of 
aot No. 71 of the session acts of 1874, ap­
proved March 23,1874.

All of wbioh ia respectfully submitted.
C. B. White, candidate for Mayor.
Charles U. Thompson, candidate for Ad­

ministrator of Aooonnto.
W. M. Altman, candidate for Adminis­

trator of Finanoe.
H. Weber, candi late for Administrator 

of Waterworks.
Lonia Voltz, candidate for Administrator 

of Polioe.
J. H. Weber, candidate for Administrator 

of Assessments.
James Lewis, candidate for Administra­

tor of Improvements.
R. T. Posey, oaodidate for jndgp of the 

First District Court.
Aioee J. Ker, candidate for judge of the 

Third Distriot Court.
G. DupUntier. candidate for judge of the 

Fourth District Court.
E. North Collom, candidate for judge of 

the Fifth Distrot Court.
James C. Walker, oendidate for jodge of 

tbe 8nperior Criminal Court.
W. G. McConnell, candidate for judge of 

the Seoond Judicial Distriot Court.
Jules Vienne, candidate for clerk of the 

Seoond Dietriet Court.
Charles A. Bsqnie, candidate for olerk of 

the Third Dietriet Court
Marion H. Marks, candidate for olerk of 

the Fourth District Court
R. Friedericb, oendidate for olerk of the 

Filth Distriot Court
A. O Boyle, candidate for clerk of the 

Sixth Distriot Court.
Joseph Pinto, oendidate for olerk of the 

Superior District Coart.
R. L. Desdanes, oendidate for olerk of the 

Sooerior Criminal Court
P. William Kramer, oendidate for dis­

trict attorney.
Gustave Devron, candidate for coroner 

of tbe Second and Third Districts.
J. S. Bean, candidate for second justice of 

tbe peace.
The returns from the parish of West 

Frliciana were then brought in.
General Ande son (reading the super­

scription on the wrapper)—"Consolidated 
statement of votes, parisu of West Felici­
ana. D. A. Weber, supervisor, November 
14,1876; to the President and Returning 
Board oj tbe Scats of Louisiana,” ia on tbU 
package. Ic contains, I presume, the com­
piled liars, with aooompanying documents. 
It ia marked East and West Feliciana, «e

we must open tbe whole of them to find ont 
what objections have been made.

General Smith—Wbat is this handle ? 
President Wells—I c is evidence.
General Anderson (reading)—Consoli­

dated statement of East and West Felici­
ana. There are no remarks. Signed. D. 
A. Weber, supervisor of registration, West 
Felioiane; sworn to before Charles J. 
Howell, olerk of the district court, on the 
ninth of November, 1876.

General Smith—How many polls are 
there?

General Anderson—Twelve polls are re­
turned.

President Wells—How many ptlla are 
there in tbe parish?

General Anderson—That is all that were 
ordered by the supervisor. They order aa 
many as they please.

General Smith—I suppose some were left 
out.

General Anderson—On the consolidated 
statement there are seventeen printed, but 
each parish orders polls according to the 
convenience of tbe voters.

General Smith—But what I meant was 
that none had been left ont. Yesterday 
they only returned seven in one parish 
where there were fourteen. I thought that 
that might be the case here.

General Anderson—They have returned 
votes here in all twelve of the polls.

General Anderson—Here is a statement ot
D. A. Weber, supervisor. This was not on 
the consolidated return, but was filed with 
it. It says: “1, D. A. Weber, the under­
signed, being supervisor, do. on this four­
teenth day of November, 1876, make this 
my protest against counting the votes in 
the following plaoes, and ter the reasons 
set forth: Ward No. 2—Intimidation. Five 
men were discharged in the ward by Wil­
liam Bell fur refusing to sign a pledge."

General Smith—Ia that paper connected 
with the affidavits, or are they attoehed by 
themselves.

President Wells—We have considered it 
attached to the report, sir, a part and parcel 
of the eonoern.

General Anderson ( reading)—Ward three, 
intimidation of the United States super­
viser, who was driven from the poll« and 
not permitted to distribute Republican 
tickets. Witnesses, Valentine Ewing and 
Howard Tbompeon. Fourth grard, general 
intimidation.

General Smith—With reference to these 
affidavits the aame rale is to be observed 
that we oan set our clerks to work a t them.

President Wells—I was just going to 
make the remark. General. We will pass 
over and look a t the aggregate vote and 
apprise the gentlemen and let them oome 
in and copy the papers, giving their receipt 
for the same. Look at the compilation, 
General Anderson.

General Anderson—The aggregate vote in 
as follows:
KaUscg....................... TTi M e in e n ..................... IMS
BnrenT........................n s  Wiekliffe.....................IMS
Jo sep h ...........................T77 S t  M M ba..................... 1M7
S heldon........................ TH Pooh«....................... ....IM S
M arks.........................Tie DoBiano......................IMS
L e rise e ......................... n t  S e a y ............................... IMS
Br w  t e r ......................TJ6 O ohe............................... IMS
Jvffroln...................... 776 Cross...........................1*49

General Smith—What ia the aggregate 
vote ot that parish oompared this year 
with that of two years ago? I only ask for 
information.

General Anderson—I have not got the 
statement of votes of two years ago with 

e.
General Smith—Is It greater or lew? Do 

yon reoolleot?
General Anderson—I don’t recollect, sir. 
President Welle—I think there were 2400 

or 2500 votes oast in 1874. I really do not 
recollect, bat I think it is thirty per cent

Judge Trumbull—May I ask when that 
retnrn was reoeived?

Mr. Abell—It was reoeived on the four- 
teenth of November.

Judge Trumbull—Did there affidavits 
oome with it?

General Smith—Thty were rolled in the 
paekage.

Judge Trumbull—With the return? * 
General Smith—No; they oame in repa 

rate bundles.
President Welle—Yon are right, sir. 
Jadge Trumbull—I see they are dated 

sines that date. On tbo twentieth, is it not?
General Anderson—They are sworn to on 

tho twenty-first of November.
Judge Trumbull—1They do not accom­

pany the general returns!
General Smith—They were wrapped in a 

different bundle.
J  udge Tram bull—Where were they token! 
President Wells—We can not say.
Jadge Trumbull—The jdrat will shew. 
President Wells—Before whom were they 

sworn to, General Anderson f 
General Anderson—They were sworn to 

before F. A. Wolfley. commissioner of the 
United States Circuit Court at New Or­
leans.

Judge Trumbull—At New Orleans? 
General Anderson—Yee, sir. In his re­

port here he mentions Weber’s report.
General Smith—What is the date of that, 

General?
General Anderson—On the sixteenth of 

November. He makes bis report, and men­
tions that we will see the oaths of these 
men who made the affidavit.

Jadge Trnmbull—Bat that is dated on 
the fourteenth, and the affidavits were 
made later.

General Anderson—Yes, sir.
President Wells—We may get at the mat­

ter, General. Read the remarks on the 
compiled statement.

General Anderson—There is none. Here 
is his statement, and he gives his reasons 
for not m «king any, which I have read.

Judge Trumbull—Is that certified to by 
the olerk of the distriot noart?

General Anderson—No, sir; he signs it 
himself.

J  udge Trnmbull—Hav e any of the returns 
been certified to?

General Anderson—Of course, they are all 
Here.

Judge Trumbull—But this is not a separ­
ate paper.

General Anderson—This is on the paper 
in the clerk’s office, and tbe olerk certifies 
as it is certified to by him: “I, Charles 
Howell, do hereby certify that the state­
ment is oorreot.”

Judge Trumbull—Then what yon have 
besn reading about the protest is made by 
the supervisor?

General Anderson—Yes, sir.
President Wtlle—And then to corrobor­

ate that statement he gets np affidavits 
subsequently to making thnt retnrn.

General Anderaon—What disposition will 
yon make ef this, Governor?

President Wells—Yon msy as wall 1st the 
gentlemen have copies. It is a contested 
esse. Send in and apprise the gentlemen, 
and let them have copies.

Mr. Harris—Shall I  notify the gentlemen, 
Governor?

President Wells—Yes, sir.
General Anderson—Hera are the letters 

aooompanying the returns.
Tbe counsel for tbe contestants then oame 

into the room, and President Welle said to 
them that they oonld take the documents 
and give their receipt for them. They 
oonld take them to their apartment in order 
that they might make their copies.

President Wells (toGovernor Wiekliffe)— 
Yon will see the supervisor's statement con­
nected with the affidavit.

Mr. McGioin—Can we inspect the con­
solidated statement that has come in tor 
about ten annates?

Président Wells—We have takep no no­
tion on it yet; as soon as we have yon oan.

Mr. Gauthreaux—If there is anything 
wrong on it, or any discrepancy, ws oan 
oopy it!

President Wells—Yes, sir.
The returns from East Feliolana were 

then bronght in, and President Wells di­
rected that the proceedings should be sus 
pended for a few moments nntil the com­
mittee had given their reoeipts and got oat 
of the room.

J udge Trnmbull—While we are waiting, 
let me ask when that was reoeivedl 

President Wells—I will get the box and 
see.

General Afiderson—It ie mailed at Baton 
Rouge; it is the return from Bast Feliciana, 
but mailed at Baton Rouge.

Preaidant Wells—The return wae re­
ceived en the thirteenth.

General Anderson—To tbe reporters— 
Yon might aa well take this retnrn down, it 
is aa follows: E*«t Feliciana, addressed to 
the returning tffioers, oare Secretary of 
State, N«w Orleans, Louisiana, received by 
mail and mailed at Baton Ronge, not 
signed, bat sealed.

General Smith— Is that all the return?
General Anderaon—Yes, sir, exeept this 

small package.* This smaller package was 
not mailed at all. I don’t know how it 
oame.

Mr. Grathreaux—It was likely that it 
was handed in afterwards.

General Anderaon—I presume it was, sir.
Mr. Gauthreaux—The large package is 

nor, sealed on both sides, is it!
General Anderson—Yes, sir, on each 

side and on the ends. I don’t see any ob­
jection to op suing this now.

Mr. BIcGloin—I desire to file a list of wit­
nesses in B «ton Ronge, end ask the board 
to be kind enough to send for them.

President Weil«—Yes, sir.
Mr. McGloiu—Could you detail a ser- 

geant-at-arras, and we will see to summon­
ing them? I presume you oould subpena by 
dispatoh. The law does not state how you 
shall subpens. If yon will send adirpatch—

President Welle—We have no money with 
which to pay for the dispatch.

Mr. McGioin—We will provide that.
Mr. Baike—We have gut enough for all 

telegrams.
President Wells—Well, we are very poor.
Mr McGioin then submitted an order for 

snmmoning of witnesses whioh was read by 
General Auderson, who suggested that the 
paper implied that the board would have 
i  » examine all the witnesses brought for­
ward by the parties. It they had to do so 
it would take nntil New Year to get 
through with the duty of the board.

President W« lis—Let the witnesses oome 
forward.

Gênerai Anderson—Tho sffldavi'a are 
there. If we have to examine these men, 
we will never get through.

President Wells—We will confine them to 
the affidavits when they get here; but have 
them here.

The parish of East Feliciana was then 
brought in for canvass. There were two 
sealed packages comprising the returns. 
There were also sundry documents relative 
to the conduct of the late election in East 
Felioiana. The package was signed by 
Jamee E. Anderson, supervisor of registra­
tion.

General Anderson (reading!—“The con­
solidated statement ot the votes in the par­
ish of East Feliciana, sworn to before F. 
W. Nephler, justice of the pesos of tbe State 
of Louisiana, parish of East Feliciana, 
olerk’s office. I hereby certify that the 
above is a oorreot statement of the returns 
of the election held November 7, compiled 
after a  careful examination of all the tally 
sheets; the reports from each of the follow­
ing plaoes; this eighth ot November, 1876, 
Jamee 8. Linier, olerk of court.” The ag­
gregate vote ia as follows:
MeKn*ry... .......17*
Wicklitf*..Ul tia..

...1737...1737Poche ... ....'....1738
De Blaac..Beer....

• •.toe.....1737.. 1137
Cobb.... ... t#M’*.... ...1737
CrOM.... ..... , .... ...1734

General Smith—What is tbe -rg -rry tr 
vote, General Anderson?

General Andersen—The vote ie returned 
here.

....................2» Megnerv.Burch.........
Joseph..............
Sheldon...............
Marks................. .
Leri see....... ..
Brewster.............
Joffrton.............

TO Wiektiffe........... tsmr
2** Bt. Martin.......... 1SSV
22 •’«ck«.................1MB22 BrBlsao............. 1MB
W* Seay..................1MB

Governor—Packard, 781; NiohoUa,

Hayes and Wheeler eleotors, none.
Judge Trumball—Is there any protest 

there—I mean with tbe re tarne?
General Anderaon—No, eir: nothing ex­

cept that whioh I have read, reothing filled 
np. They oame filled np ia a separate doo- 
ument.

General Smith—Are there any remarks 
on that paper?

General Anderaon—No, sir.
Mr. Gsnthreanx—What Is the date of 

that prêter’?
General Smith—Here it is.
Mr. Gauthreaux—Twenty-third of No­

vember.
President IBiplls—Oive the gentlemen 

copies of these documents; let as get at 
something else.

Mr. Gauthreaux—These returns were re­
ceived on the thirteenth.

Tbe returns from the parish of Ouachita 
were then bronght in. General Anderson 
opened them. They were directed to the 
Returning B >ard, drfted at New Orleans.

General Anderaon (reading)—“ Consoli­
dated statement of votes of the paiish of 
Oaaohits, east, at the general election, No­
vember 7, 1876, officially forwarded and de­
livered in person by M. J. Grady, super­
visor of registration.”

General Anderaon opened certain docu­
ments aooompanying the returns, showing 
all these papers were attached to the re­
turns.

Judge Trumbull—When was that re­
ceived?

General Anderaon—̂ The supervisor says 
he delivered it ia person—I  don’t know 
wh»n—over his own Signatare here.

Mr. Abell—It was reoeived on the twen­
ty-fourth.

President Wells—Yesterday t
Mr. Abell—Yes, sir.
President Wells to counsel—Here are 

other statements with regard to the sub­
ject matter. You had better pat them all 
together and let them go o n r  fo the olerk 
and get a receipt tor them.

Mr. Ganthreaux—These papers were out­
side in an envelope.

President Wells—Yes, sir; I will give 
them to yon m an envelope.

General Anderson—Here is another paper 
to take also,polling place at Log Town, No.

President Wells—Yon had better not de­
tach them, but let the gentlemen have a 
OODV of it.

General Anderson—Here is tbe consoli­
dated statement oi votes for tbe parish ot 
Oanohita, sworn to by M. J. Grady, snper- 
visor of registration, psrish of Ouachita, 
before Julias Eunemoseer, clerk ot Distriot 
Coart, perish of Ouachita, eleventh of Nov­
ember, 1876.

Judge Trumbull—Is the clerk's certificate 
on that book?

General Anderson—Yes, sir. I  will 
read it.

"Potutro Puca  at Loo Town, !te. 7, 1 
November 7, ln«. I

“We, William C. Williamson, Henry P. 
Davis, Francis A. Hall, Commissioners of 
Election, doly sworn, do hereby certify that 
we were nnable to open the polls, for the 
reason that no box or necessary papers were 
delivered to ns at or before the opening of 
the polls aooording to law; and that, in 
onr opinion, we had, after waiting nntil 8 
A. M , tbe necessary appliances for opening 
them. The votes east thereat would be le­
gal and bave the foroe of law, and 
tor the above reasons we directed the voters 
to go to the nearest polls and east thsir votes. 
The remarks cn the paper are these: I, H. 
L Pieros, United States sapervisor of the 
parish of Ouachita, duly commissioned for 
the fifth distriot do oertify that this atatM 
ment of votes polled at the general election 
for President and for Representatives in 
Congress is oorreot and true, and I do farther 
oertify and deolaro that the eleotion and 
canvass was true, fair, free and peaceable.

Judge Trumboll—There is no protest on 
the paper.

General Anderaon—These protests are 
attached to it, sir.

Judge Trnmbull—What is the date of the 
attached protests?

General Anderson—There ie one attaohed 
by a seal, and here is one by itself dated 
the twenty-flrat of November, 1876. Here 
is another one on the seventeenth of No­
vember. 1876.

Jadge Trumbull—Where do those affida­
vits purport to have been made?

Presideat Wells—They are sworn to be­
fore F. A. Woolflay.

Jadge Trnmbull—Is that in New Or­
leans?

Presideat Wells—Yee, sir, here; he is 
eierk of the United States Circuit Court.

Governor Palmer—I believe that these 
affidavits were eesled up with the returns.

General Sunith—Tnese were.
President Welle—Yes, eir; and attached 

with a bit ot a string.
Ornerai Auderson—And the string was 

seated with a seal and hot wax to it, too.
President Wells—Mr. Green, forai»h 

these documents to Governor Wiekliffo—ev­
erything belonging to them and » copy of 
that document on the returns when wears 
through with it.

t»« me?..................
TO* Oebb........
7 »  Crass.

For 
1869

President Wells—Lay tbe returns aside, 
and* bring in some other rotures.

The return« from Richland were then 
brought in. They were not signed hot 
sealed, and consisted of bat one package. 
There were affidavits inolosed in an en­
velope.

J  udge Trumbull—If it is not too no nob 
trouble, 1 wish you would state when it was 
received and, when opened.

General Anderson—It is not stated On 
tbe pack» ere.

Jadge Trumbnll—But it ia on the books»
General Anderaon—It is on the books We 

will give you a copy at any time. Tais 
was 6worn to on the tenth ef November.

Sir. Kenner—The returns were reoeived 
on the thirteenth ot November.

General Anderson reading: “Consolidated 
statement of the parish of Richland, sworn 
to by J. F. Kelly, supervisor, before J. N. 
Ritts, cleik of tbe Fourteenth District 
Coart, parish of Richland, on tho tenth of 
November.” The remarks cn the tally 
sheet are with reference to eoattering votes 
and nothing else. Here are the proteste 
and oaths.

Mr. Gaathreanx—Are they sworn to?
President Wells—They are Démocratie 

proteste; they must be right.
General Anderson—I don’t see where 

they are sworn to.
Mr. Gambreanx—If they are not they 

might aa well be sworn to.
General Anderaon—There is one sworn to 

before the clerk of the court. Here Is an­
other petition signed by a great many per­
sons.

Air. Barke—It is a protest for tbe elector­
al vote, or simply a  local contest

Mr. Gauthreaux—Here is a document 
whiob, instead of being a protest is an in- 
dorstment of tbe peaceable and quiet char­
acter of the election.

President Wells—That goes in.
Mr. Gaathreanx—That is far nom being 

a protest
President Wei If—That accompanies th«» 

protest.
Mr. Barks—Is there snv protest there 

effecting tbe electoral vote?
General Anderaon—I have not seen say.
Mr. Gaathreanx—Let me read the paper.
President Wells—This ia ail to be read 

when the oonteet comes np.
Geqrral Anderaon—Mr. Abell, ere there 

any protests on file?
President Walla—The remarks by the 

supervisor may show.
Mr. Ganthreaux—Is no», this one of the 

p»rt«hee covered by ihs Kellog protest?
President Weils—Yes, eir.
General Apderaon— General Smith, do 

yoa wish the vote?
General Smith—Yes, eir.
General Anderaon—It  is as follows:

K U lw i........................ *77 MnBnerr......................MB
Barch........................... *7* Wlekttfle..................... Om
Joeenb.......................... *77 Su Martin............... ...MO
BbeiaoD....................177 Poeh-......................«10
M&iks........................... *77 DaBIaoe......................P I
Letnsce.........................*17 Sea?............................. MO
Brewster...................... *77 Ceob.............................VM
Joffriou.........................*77 Clots....................  MO

Fur Governor—Packard, 265; Niokollm 
975.

President Wells—We will have to lay 
this aside. Let the parties take copies of 
the papers.

The returns from Caddo were then 
bronght in, consisting of one package, di­
rected to the Retnraiag Board, forwarded 
by mail, sealed bnt not signed.

Governor Wickliffe inquired on what 
day tbe board would set the hearing of the 
Oaaehite case.

President Welle—We will est it for Mon­
day it the opposite party agrees to that 
day.

Mr. Gaathreanx—Whom do yon consider 
the opposite party to confer with in thig 
matter?

President Wells—The Republican Com­
mittee.

Colonel Zacharie—We don’t  know upon 
whom to serve the dooamente; that is the 
reason we asked the question. Shall we 
serve them upon Kellogg! Has he made 
any appear*cos here by counsel!

President Wells—Serve them npon the 
electors or their counsel, or the ooanael ot 
the Retnrning Board, Mr. Ray.

Colonel Ztoharie—With a  view of facil­
itating tbe work of the board, I would ask.
if it be convenient to the board, that they 
hold aa evening eeaeion to go through and 
open all the rest of the returns
have them set down tor some days next 
week.

President Welle—We can’t oome here in 
the evening. We m u t go more rapidly in 
the morning.

Colonel Zacharie—We used to work ia 
tbe evening daring 1874.

President Wells—I happened to learn •  
lesson from that work, and have taken ad­
vantage of that iutraotion.

Tbe returns from Caddo were then opened.
General Anderson—The retaras were for­

warded by mail. Here is a  registered let­
ter.

Jadge TrambnU—Did the supervisor sign 
it on the outside?

General Anderson—No, str.
Mr. Gsuthreanx—Is the postmark, 

Shreveport, on there!
General Anderson—I ean not see It.
President Welle—But the registered leb 

ter, Governor. That m u t show the offioe 
through whieh it was transmitted.

Mr. Gsuthreanx—That was what I  mm 
trying to arrive at.

General Anderaon—Here is a letter trans­
mitting the returns of the parish of Caddo. 
There are two documents attaohed. The 
Consolidated statement is awora to by N. 
McKenny, sapervisor of registration, on 
November 11.1876, before J. W. Wheaton, 
olerk of the Tenth Distriot Court Under 
the head of remarks there is a statement 
with reference to certain wards being en­
titled to a number of jutioes and coo- 
stables.

8. N. Morrison, commissioner of election, 
romats against the election, corroborated 
y W. C. Blanchard and others.
General Smith—What ie the number of 

the polling placet
General Anderson—Eighteen. Is It nee as 

sary to road there papers. Governor ?
President Wells—No, sir: as there is a  

contest the gentlemen wiU be fnrnieked 
with the evidenoe, end when they kaew 
the nature of the oonteet we will fix the date 
lor the hearing of the oare.

Governor Palmer—Who eigu the pro­
test?

General Anderson—Samuel N. Momaon, 
commissioner of election, and Fletcher La- 
:arde. The other protest is sworn to by 
llanehard and others.
Mr. Gsnthreaox—I see that this protest 

is swora to also by A. B. Leviaee, United 
States commissioner for the United States 
District Coart of this distriot of election.

Governor Palmer—Is he one of tbe 
electors?

Mr. Gsuthreanx—He is a candidate on
the Republican ticket.

‘  î—W hat ia the date heGovernor Smith- 
swears tu?

General Anderson—On the fifteenth of 
November, 1876. Shall I read the state­
ment of the supervisor, Governor?

President Wells—It is not necessary; the 
gentlemen osn have a oopy.

General Anderson thea excoanoed the 
vote as follows:
Kellogg..........................W?1 M cH nerv...................... 1884
B urch ............................*6*7 W .ckiiff,........................I6SS
Joaenh...........................26B6 8L M srliu .....................IBS*
Bh-ldon........................ **>*> fu eb e .............................. IMS
Mark,.................... 1681 II, Baue...................ICH
L e t f c æ ........................(686 fl«»v................................ 1657
B ........................ (68S Go b .I6M
J  uff r e lu .......................... *686 C rjta ................................. MM

General Smith—Are the tally sheets 
there with them?

President Wells—Yon had better com­
pare ib-m


