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T H E Y  P R O V E  T O O  M U C H

The "board was called to order at bait- 
past ten o’clock, President Wells in the 
chair and all the members present. Tue 
minutes were read and approved.

Messrs. Stoughton, Garfield, Varian, 
Kelly and White were present at the ses­
sion of the board on behalf of the Repub­
lican delegation. On the part of the Dem­
ocratic delegation, Messrs. Trumbull, 
Palmer, Smith, Watson and Julian were 
present

On the call for motions, Mr. McGloin 
stated that he understood that for some 
time past the returns from the parish of 
Livingston bad been handed in on the 
twentieth instant. He asked that they be 
opened and counted by the board, they 
being signed by all parties.

President Wells—The board must go on 
under its rules. We must take up the im­
portant case of Ouachita, which must be 
determined this morning.

Mr. McGloin—Is not that proper? 
President Wells—Wteuever the returns 

are presented we will take them up and 
open them.

Mr. McGloin—Here are the returns. 
President Wells—Wo will take them up 

herealter.
General Anderson—Lot us open all the 

packages received up to the present time.
President Wells—If these documents from 

the parish of Livingston were received from 
the proper ohaouel, you should get a 
proper receipt for it.

Mr. McGloin—Will yon order the clerk 
to receipt tor these?

President Weil*— It is his duty, without 
further order. We must pass on.

Mr. Gauthreanx—One other qussticn. 
Yesterday, when you were requested to 
telegraph for certain duplicate returns, in 
the hands of the clerk of the distriot oourt 
for this parish, for the returns which have 
not been made here, under the discussion 
that arose npon that subjeot, General An­
derson stated that in Natchitoches parish 
the boxes were in tbe hands of the Demo­
cratic United States supervisor.

General Anderson—I did not mike that 
statement. He has reported that, and has 
got me incorrectly reported.

Mr. Gauthreanx—I would like to state 
that the ballot boxes in Natchitoches are 
inside the clerk’s office. He has placed 
them in the iron safe and has sealed them.

President Wells—I know that that safe is 
honest, and the law requires that these doc­
umenta shall bo tiled in the clerk’s office. 
I f  they were taken out of that ofiico, the 
law is not complied with. It is positive 
upon that point.

Mr. McGloin—But we desire it distinctly 
understood that they are in the oustody of 
the deputy clerk.

General Anderson—They should be in the 
clerk’s office.

Judge Spofford—In regard to the promise 
that unless the returns were brought in 
within twenty-four hours we should have 
an order from the board directed to the 
clerk of court to produce the original, I 
would suggest that the twenty-four hours 
have expired, and we ask the olerk which 
parishes are now in order, that the order 
m «  state which are not. in.

President Wells—What are the parishes 
not yet reported 1

Governor Wickliffe—The boxes from Last 
Baton Rouge are in the courtroom, in the 
oustody of the officers They wish to de­
liver them to the custody ot the Returning 
Board, and I would suggest that your 
board open these boxes, which are referred 
to as containing 'lie returns, and seal them 
up.

President Wells—They will be opened 
when the parishes are taken up.

Colonel Zacharie—I desire to call the at- 
tent ion of the board to an article which ap­
pears in the New Orleans Republican, in 
which it is stated lhat the woman Eliza 
Pinkston, whose story was told before the 
board yesterday, was assaulted by a num­
ber of parties last night, one of which par­
ties was one of the parties whom she ac­
cuses of having murdered her husband. I 
suggest that this is a grave charge, and 
that the authority of this board has been 
taken, if such a thing is correct, in utter 

contempt, because everybody who is cajled 
H  I  witness before the board has the right 
to be protected by them. I know all the 
parties were at headquarters last night, 
and there is not a word of truth in this re­
port; but I suggest that the board is bound 
to inquire into this alleged contempt of its 
authority; not only that, but as a proper 
means of defending a portion of the com­
munity from such an infamous charge. I 
hope that the board will take steps in this 
matter. „ ,

President Wells—The board has no au­
thority in the matter. It is a criminal of­
fense, and the coarts mast be resorted to. 
The board must decline to have anything 
to do with it whatever.

Colonel Zicharie—Will the board allow 
these people in their own defense to appear 
before the board and testify in regard to it?

President Wells—Take them before the 
courts and get their testimony.

General Anderson—After a witness de­
parts from here we Lave no further author­
ity. Suppose she had testified in a criminal 
oase and this attack bad been made alter 
•he had left the courtroom? The court is 
not responsible.

Mr. McGloin—The law is clear.
President Wells—Gentlemen will cloee 

this discussion. It don’t apply to the ques­
tion before us.

Mr. Motey—I have some other witnesses 
from the parish of Ouachita that I would 
be glad to examine, two military officers 
who have been on duty for some time in 
that parish. Will tbe board hear thorn ?

President Wells—We can not hear any 
more. We have agreed to hear the testi­
mony of two witnesses in rebuttal of the 
testimony w© had befor© as yoßterdav, and 
wo can’t spend our time now. We mnst 
decline your motion. . . .  . . .

Mr. Morey—If that is the decision of the 
board, allow me to inquire if, in the exam­
ination the rules are to be observed, that 
those only are to be examined to whom 
interrogatories were propounded and copies 
served on os, or is it proposed to introduce 
witnesses of whose examination we have 
had no notice?

President Welle—There will be but very 
little testimony given here. You will have 
the right to cross-examine the witness.

Mr. Morey—Very well. I have no objec­
tion to that. Introduce anybody.

President Welle—We must close this tes­
timony by Friday evening, at four o’clock, 
and yon mnst prepare to have your testi­
mony in by that time. „

Judge Spofford—Will you fix the day— 
we don’t care what day—in which they 
will be taken up, so that we may prepare 
in order that they shell be arranged?

President Welle—When we get througn 
with this one, then we propose to take up 
and open the returns from the other 
parishes. With reference to the protest of 
Colonel Zacharie and others in regard to 
the city election, the board are not satis­
fied in their own minds npon that snbieot, 
and wo would be glad to be informed in re­
gard to the naturalization laws and other 
subjects connected with it, and would be 
glad to hear counsel on both sides—one 
honr each—confining themselves to tbe 
frauds that are alleged to have been com­
mitted m procuring Ibis election.

Judge Spoficrd—As to Colonel Zacharie s 
protest only?

President Wells—Yes, fir.
Colonel Zacharie—I would ask that 

Messrs. Stubbs aDd Colonel Richardson, 
from Onachita, be admitted as counsel in 
this case.

Mr. Abell stated that the returns from the 
parishes of Grant, Lafayette and Tangipo- 
hoa had not yet been returned.

Judge Spofford—Will you issue the order 
by telegraph to have these papers sent in ? 

Preeident Wells—Yes, sir.

uuage »pouora—Also roprucureiuouu- 
ginals. One or two are in the city, I am 
told. , ,

Preeident Wells—They are in the boxee, 
are they?

Judge Spofford—No, sir.
President Wells—Should not the dupli­

cate copies be in the box? If they are not 
in the boxes we can not receive them here.

Judge Spofford—They are originals filed 
in the box according to law.

Mr. McGloin—I don’t believe tbe law re­
quires them to be pat in the boxes.

President Wells—Better bring 'the box 
containing them.

Mr. Morey—Do I understand that all the 
testimony in regard to oonteats from the 
parishes shall be filed by Friday evening?

President Wells—Yes, sir. Friday even­
ing, by four o'clock.

Mr. McGloin—It is impossible for us to 
get onr testimony in from some of the 
parishes.

President Wells—I can’t help it. I said 
several times that the time ehoul 1 extend 
only to this date. Now I extend it to Fri­
day. To-day was the day fixed to cose the 
testimony, and the board now extends it to 
Friday, at tour o’clock.

Mr. McGloin—You know you didn't open 
the contested parishes until late last week, 
and the testimjny from some of these par­
ishes it is difficult to get here.

President Wells—Webster must go over.
G overnor Palmer—We suppose we are to 

have copies ot all the protests and returns 
filed? Will the board direct the secretary 
to examine our copies and see if we have 
them all, and supply such as we have not?

General Anderson—That will take an im­
mense amount of labor. It will compel us 
to commence with Ascension, and go clear 
through the whole list.

Governor Palmer—I won’t ask the board 
unless it is perfectly willing.

President Wells—We can not furnish tbe 
copies. The board will now go into execu­
tive session. Put your witness on the stand. 
I have declined to hear further testimony 
on the part of the opposite party. But one 
witness will be admitted into the room at a 
time.

Colonel Zicharie—How many witnesses 
are we to have?

President Wells—Two.
Colonel Zsoharie—You allowed the other 

side to have three yesterday. It is but 
just to us.

General Anderson—You wish to rebut 
the testimony ot only one witness, the
woman.

Mr- McGloin—We have equal interest in 
the others.

General Anderson—I think that two 
would be enough.

President Wells—Confine yourself to the 
ruling of the board. There will be bat one.

Colonel Zacharie—We will protest.
President Wells—Eater your protest.
Mr. McCloin—Let it be understood that 

we want to contradict all the witnesses, and 
not only Mrs. Pinkston.

Mr. Abell, the secretary, informed the 
board that he had reoeived the letter from 
the police.

Preeident Weils directed that General 
Anderson should read tbe communication.

Tbe latter was dated New Orleans, No­
vember 28, 1876, and was addressed to 
Colonel W. F. Loan, chief of police. Ser­
geant Chanmette reports that at about 
bight o’clock yesterday Mrs. Eliza l'inkston, 
residing temporarily at No. 222 Gravier 
street, had been waited upon by threo gen­
tlemen—Hugh Jennings, Samuel Young 
and Joseph Swann; that certain questions 
were propounded to her in regard to the 
murder ot her hnsbanf; that they asked 
her if they were white men who murdered 
her husband; she answered yes, as it was 
moonlight she recognized them; that one 
man put his hand upon his pistol, evidently 
intending to draw it; Mrs. Pinkston gave 
the alarm, and the police were immediately 
on tbe ground, but the above named par­
ties made their escape; not, however, until 
they had questioned a woman, named Cora 
A. Williams, stopping in the same room 
with her.

Mr. McGloin—Are you going to put that 
among the records !

Mr. White—Will you allow me ! If it is 
not an intrusion, mày I suggest to the board 
that they return that communication or 
allow the gentlemen to file an answer to it.

President Wells—We don’t receive it.
Mr. Brown—I desire to make one state­

ment.
President Wells—If we are to permit one 

statement we will have to have a dozen. 
Will you be pleased to be seated.

Mr. McGloin—Yes, sir; but the commu­
nication bas been read, and it is the duty of 
the board to hear the gentlemen in answer.

President Wells—Sit down.
Mr. McGloin—It has had its effect, and 

we should like to have the right to answer 
it.

President Wells—Sit down.
Mr. Stubbs—I simply desire to say that 

two parties were there.
Mr. McGloin—I saw these two parties in 

the room.
President Wells—This matter is not be­

fore the board, and we have nothing to do 
with it.

Mr. McGloin—It is for the purpose of 
prejudicing bv-standers.

President Wells—Y’ou can prejudice the 
lew or the courts.

Mr. White—I move that the letter be 
stricken from the record.

President Wells—It shall be so stricken.
Colonol Zicharie—Will you allow Mr. 

Stubbs to be heard for two minutes?
Mr. Stubbs—I won’t take one minute; I 

desire to state that two of the persons 
named in the letter were with me; there 
were twenty or thirty gentlemen in the 
room with us at tbe timi ; the two gentle­
men designated as Young and Swann were 
with m© up to oc© o’clock at night; I don t 
know anything about the other gentleman.

President Wells—Gentlemen, is yoar wit- 
ness whom you desire to examine, here?

Colonel Zacharie—Yes, sir.
Charles Tidwell, of Ouachita, one of the 

witnesses in rebuttal to the testimony of 
Mrs. Eliza Pinkston, was then introduced 
by the Democratic-Conservative committee, 
and the interrogatories propounded to him 
by General Anderson. Ha testified as fol­
lows:

My name is Charles Tidwell; I am a 
farmer; I live on Ouachita river, about 
twenty miles from Monroe; have known 
Eliza Pinkston for eighteen or twenty years, 
having raised her; her character is very 
bad; I knew her in Alabama; she belonged 
to my family; I knew Henrv Pinkston; I 
did not know mnoh ot him; I have known 
him for about two years in a general way; 
he was a very quiet negro; his wife came to 
mv house about five o’clock on Sunday 
morning and told me that four or five ne­
groes had ocme to her house and killed her 
husband, and beat her nearly to death, 
and killed her child; and after 
it got daylight I went down there and saw 
liioc; he was dead; I asked what had been 
done with the child; sh© said she bad laid 
it in the cradle, but the child was not there; 
I don’t know anything about _ any threats 
having been made by Henry Pinkston, only 
what the negroes said what she said; my 
negroes told me that there had been such a 
conversation in the field; I did not hear it; 
when I left Alabama Mrs. Pinkston was 
there in jail; I don’t know whether it was 
for stealing or fighting; it was the cause of 
iny leaving there without her; as I under­
stood this matter from the niggers, Pink­
ston had a bad fight with a nigger called 
Alexander Brooks; I did not see the fight, 
but I have been teld it was a very bad one; 
at least that it terminated badly for 
Brooks; from what the niggers say Pink­
ston stated that be wanted to renew it, and 
Brooks stated lie had fought him the last 
time with his fists, and that he had his 
time and place fixed for him; that is all 
hearsay with me; I know nothing of it of 
mv own knowledge, but I think you will 
havo witnesses here who heard it; I had a 
conversation with Mrs. I'inkstou as to the 
murder of her husband; she told me there 
were four or five or six niggers that came 
to her house and took Pirkston out and 
killed him, and tried to kill her and her 
child; she was in my bouse when she made 
this statement; she came about five o clock; 
she wakened me up; she was D.eedmg 
pretty smart; I suppose it was about two

hours from the first to the second con­
versation; she then told me that if it 
was not Brooks’ friends from Onachita, she 
thought it was Parks’ or Poses’ niggers; 
that they were Radicals and that she was a 
rabid Democrat, and she thought they 
oame there for the purpose of killing 
her; that was the idea she wanted to give 
me; I sent for a physician who oame and 
waited on her, and aft r dinner Levi Parks 
and a man by tbe name of E Ai matroug oame 
to my house; after dinner we went up to see 
her, and I asked her. in the presence cf 
them, if she knew who killed Pinkston and 
who shot her, and she said there were about 
fifteen or twenty white men that came 
there and attempted to kill him; she 
went to other places and told & 
different storv: 1 understood that she 
says that Wiliiam Parker was one 
ot the killers, and be has been dead tor 
three months; she attempted on cue occa­
sion to get rid of her child; she had been to 
a neighbor’s house and was coming home 
and threw her child in the corner of a fence 
where there were eome briars; it was missed 
and some ol' the niggers went to hunt for it; 
this all since freedom; it wa3 a neighbor’s 
nigger that found it; he refused to give it 
up; I suppose she threw it there: she says 
she did not, lint that a nigger woman bad 
stolen it; the last oue I know but little 
about oDly what my wife said she said, that 
Eliza had destroyed'it; she might have de­
stroyed it, but I don’t know; we all attended 
a Republican meeting at St. Jumes Chapel 
and she was tuere; a mulatto man was 
standing iu the wagon speaking; he was 
talking a good deal about tbe Democrats, 
and she wanted to be in good favor with 
the Democrats, and she lemarked to some 
gentlemen if they would give her a pistol 
she would shoot the heart out of the damned 
Radioal: I heard her say so myself; Mr. 
Pinkston took very little part in politics, 
and stood very well with the white people; 
ho some times got drunk, but I never saw 
him intoxicated to such au extent that it 
would make him impudent; I never heard 
him mention politics in my life, nor 
I never mentioned politics to him; I 
took very little part in politics my- 
sell; after she received the wounds 
she walked three-quarters of a mile to my 
bons», and after the physician attended 
her Mr. Parks, I and thp other man went 
up to see her in the evening; she was sit­
ting on a mat that she had been laying on, 
with something spread over her head: she 
said abe was pretty well, and the next day 
she was down at my house; I don’t think 
she was ever confined a day; 1 would see 
her sitting in the kitchen and walking down 
the road; I have seen her have bark in her 
ar.i s f t least \wo or three days after she 
was hurt; the body of tbe child was found, 
but I saw no marks of any kind on it ex­
cept one or two little places on its cheek, 
which looked as though the black part had 
been cut off; it was not as big as a pica­
yune, bat no meat or anything of that sort 
was taken off, the body was found about 
200 yards from the house, in the lake; 
as soon as I attended to Eliza a little, 
some time between daylight and sunrise, I 
went down to her house and found Henry 
Pinkston lying about twenty steps from tbe 
door; be was naked, except he bad on his 
undershirt, but it was slipped op auout the 
back; I found he had a ball through the 
side of his head, and one in the thigh and 
one in the stomach, two in the legs and one 
in the forehead: he was dead; he was 
not mutilated; there was not the slightest 
scratch upon him except the marks; I hud 
a cloth thrown over him, to see it we could 
not get somebody to go and see something 
about it; of course I had him buried.

President Wells—Was the coronor noti­
fied of his death?

Atswer— I don't know, sir; I don't know 
that there were any attempts made to 
ferret out the murderers; there were a 
few white men came to my house and 
asked me about it; they went around the 
neighborhood and made inquiries, but no­
body knew anything about it; there was no 
action taken about the corpse that I know 
of: I don't know whether Eliza Pinkston 
knows Jim Logan or not, but I think she 
does not, for ho was never at my house but 
once, and she was not there then; she never 
went to Monroe, where he lives; her repu­
tation for truth and veracity is about as 
bad as it can be; I don't know that she 
would tell the truth if she knew it; she is a 
perfect tiger when she gets mad; she eould 
no more control herself than anything you 
might imagine: ’she would fight a buck saw 
and it in motion; Ehe wonld fight a dozen 
as quick as she would one; she would never 
fight me, bat I could not stop her using bad 
language; she looked like she was crazy.

Preeident Wells—You said you lett her 
in Alabama.

Answer—Yes, sir.
Qaestion—How long have you resided 

here?
Answer—Four years.
Question—How did sho come from Ala­

bama ? Do you know ?
Answer—Colonel Morrison imported her 

to the State; 6he lived with Colonel 
Morrison; she left him and oame to my 
place; they say that she had a difficult 
with her mother in-law; she told me she had 
thrown a quilt around her mother-in-law 
and had beaten her to death and had run 
away; I bad a daughter in Bastrop, and 
when my daughter came home she came 
with her.

Preeident Wells—How far did she live 
from your house at the time of the deed ?

Answer—About three quarters'of a mile.
Question—Did you hear any reports dur­

ing the melee ?
Answer—No, sir; I did not.
Cross-examination by Mr. Morey.
Question—Did the story which she told 

you the second time coincide with what she 
told you wh«n she came to your house?

Answer—No, 9ir; she told me a very dif­
ferent story; at the first conversation she 
told me she thought it was Parks or 
Poses, Radical niggers; she said this first 
in my house* and tbe next when I 
went to tho cabin, and the balance 
of the conversation occurred after dinner. 
Mr. Paiksand Mr. Armstrong were there.

Question—It was then that she told you 
that the white men did it?

Answer—Yes, sir—I asked her if she 
knew any of them, and she said she did not 
know one of them, and at the conversation 
daring tho dav she said she did.

Question—What did she tell you, when 
she first came up, what had become of her 
child?

Answer—That these men had killed it, 
and she had laid it in the cradle and run 
away, and just as soon as they left she came 
to me; she said she made out like she was 
dead, aDd they went off.

Question—What was the first story she 
told you as to the murder of her husband, 
in the presence of the white people? I

Answer—She tcld me that a few niggers 
had come and attempted to take and kill 
him.

Question—When did she first tell you 
thaï?

Answer—She first told me that when she 
oame to my house. There was a gentleman 
in my house named Hallory; he was lying 
in bed when she came, about twenty feet 
off from her.

Question—You stated in your answer 
just now that she told you in the presence 
of these white men that they came around. 
Who did she say came around and did the 
shooting—white men?

Answer—She never said that any white 
men came around shooting niggers. t

Question—Who did she say came 
around?

Answer—She said she did not know 
them.

Question—Did you not understand her to 
sav that she said so in the presence of these 
two gentlemen? I am asking you what she 
said, what was the story she told you as to 
who did that shooting when the white men 
were present? ,

Answer—She t t  Id mo she did not know 
them. , . , ,

Question—Yen state that she told you 
the story when tbe white men were present, 
naming William Parks a9 being present.

Answer—No, sir; I said that the woman 
herself thought William Park3 was there; 
this was told to somebody else; this was 
not her conversation to me; she always told 
me 6he did not know any of them, but she

wonld tell outsiders and the niggers on the 
plantation thaï William Parks was one of the 
men; she never told me she knew; she said 
she did not know them.

Question—When did you first see her in 
presence of these people that day ?

Answer—It was after dinner, as I told 
you. 1 saw her in the morning at five o’clock. 
Mr. Hallory was lying in bed in the same 
room, and after dinner the dootoroame and 
waited on her, and we went np to see her. 
Lsvi Parks and Mr. Armstrong went up 
too.

Question—What did she say in regard to 
the murder of her husband?

Answer—That fifteen or twenty white 
men had come to kill her husband, and 
tried to kill her and her euild.

President Wells—Did 1 understand the 
witness to state that this declaration of 
hers, that her husband was killed by white 
men and 1 h it they attempted to kill her, 
was in the presence of yourself and others?

Answer—Yes, sir; in my presence and in 
the presence of two other white men.

President Wells—If she had been cut 
upon the head would you not have known 
it?

Answer—I don't know, sir.
Question—Was she cut upon the thigh?
Answer—Not tb i t  I know of.
President Weils—You made no examina­

tion?
Answer—No, sir. I only examined her 

throat and head. I did not see the doctor 
do anything except look on her head.

President Wells—Did you have any con­
versation with tha doctor in regard to the 
nature ot her wounds?

Answer—Y’ee, sir.
Question—What did he say’
Answer—The doctor said he thought it 

would kill her.
Que stion—Which wound was it he thought 

was the most fatal?
Answer—The one on the head.
President Wells—What did he say in re­

gard to the wound on the neck.
Answer—He said that that was just 

through the skin, and would not amount to 
much.

President Wells—What about the wonnd 
in the breast.’

Answer—He said it  was a tlesh wound; 
he did not th ink  i t  am ounted to a  great 
deal.

Question—Was she shot just above the 
nipple ?

Answer—No, sir; just above the breast; 
she had a good big breast, as she had had 
a number of children.

Question—Did the ball lodge in her ?
Answer—No, sir, it came out.
Question—What part did it come out 

from?
Answer—I did not pay any attention to 

it; it went out about under the arm.
President Wells—What I want to get at 

are the facts connected with the whole 
matter.

The witness—You have got every one of 
them right from me; I don’t know anything 
more aboutit.

President Wells—That is exactly what I 
want in having that question propounded. 
It is nut for the purpose of confusing you or 
to so fetter your statement, or waive it in 
any manner whatever. It is 6imply to get 
the truth, and nothing bntthe truth.

The witness—Y’ou have cot it aB near as 
I cau tell it.

Mr. Morey—Is there not another gentle­
man living on the Island, ward No. I, whose 
name is pronounced the same as youre, 
DovorsTiboult? •

Answer—Yes, sir, but his name is spelled 
differently than mine.

Question—Now, when Eliza came to yon 
in the morning, did you understand she 
oame to vou for protection?

Answer—Yes, sir; th a t was her business. 
I have no doubt it was, though she did not 
say so. She said she came to tell me they 
had lu lled  her husband and beaten her, and 
killed her child. I have no doubt b u t th a t 
she came for protection, which she got.

Q uestion- Do vou th ink  she would have 
been likely to have given tho names of any 
of your neighbors as being among the m ur­
derers ot her husband if she believed it?

Answer—1 don’t know , sir; she is rather 
a compound of curiosity ; I don’t know what 
she would have done; sue told the niggers 
that my son was among the number; ne 
was in Bastrop, and had'been there for two 
or three days.

Question—Do yon know she told the 
negroeB that?

Answer—They told me so. I don’t know 
w hether she ever t e l l  me so or not. Nig­
gers here can lie; bu t th a t is w hat they 
told me.

President Welle—I would be glad to state 
to the witness to confine himself to his own 
knowledge.

The witneee—Then ask me such questions 
as that. You asked me what I heard and 
that is what I have to answer.

Mr. Morey—Speaking about the child 
that was taken from her in Alabama—did 
Eliza ask you to assist her in getting that 
child?

Answer—No, sir; she never ask ad any­
body; when ehe oame home she said some­
body had stolen it; we went through the 
plantation to find it; we found it in a fence 
corner.

Question—She obtained the child?
Answer—Y'ee, sir; it is at my house now, 

and it is nine or ten years old.
Q uest ion—Did it come to your knowledge 

that the other woman wished to keep the 
child?

Answer—No, sir, only what she said to 
me about it, and she did not say anything 
about it; the other nigger said that the 
woman wanted Eliza's child.

By Judge Dibbla—When you went np to 
the cabin with these gentlemen and she 
told you that there were fifteen or twenty 
white men that murdered her husband, 
wbat did you sav to her?

Answer—I asked her if she knew any 
one oi them, and she said she did notin the 
presence of these two persons; that is all 1 
said to her; I did not talk muoh to her.

Question—You did not call attention to 
the discrepancy between the statement she 
made then and the statement made in the 
morning?

Answer—No, air; I did not.
Question—When yon went up during the 

day to see the body, in what position was 
it lying—the body of the man?

Answer—Flat on his back.
Question—You say you did not notify the 

coroner?
Answer—No, sir. If he was notified he 

did not come. They sent for him to go to 
him.

Qaeetion—Did you not deem it necessary 
to  go for him?

Answer—I am getting sort of old and 
niggers are all free; I don’t feel like riding 
to Monroe and spending a night there and 
$4 er (5 to get a coroner; there were some 
gentlemen going, and I told them to tell 
him, and I buried the nigger.

Qaeetion—Was there no justice of the 
peace in yonr district?

Answer—None then; we had  one before; 
there  was one for about two weeks before 
the  election, and  ho left.

Question—When you went down to Mon­
roe did you see the coroner?

Answer—I was not oaring to see him.
Question—Were there any questions 

asked about the occurrence?
Answer—He askad me very slightly 

about it—what was done, what he was 
killed with, and if I had buried him. I told 
him that I had buried him, and he was un­
doubtedly killed by shooting.

Question—Were you at tho meeting at 
St. James’ Church?

Answer—Yes, sir.
Question—Did he remain all day ?
Answer—I th ink  he rem ained there un til 

they  got through. I went off and they con­
tinued an hour by the  sun. I did  not see 
when he did leave.

By Mr. White—Were you in bed when 
this female cams over through your house?

Answer—Yes, sir; it was about five 
o’olock.

Question—Was she naked?
Answer—No, sir.
Qaeetion—What had she on?
Answer—A calico dress, tunic and some­

thing around her clothing. I did not notice 
particularly what it was.

Question—Was she bleeding?
Answer—Yes, sir.

Qaeetion—Did she come into yonr room 
where yon were in bed?

Answer—Yes. sir. She oame and knooked 
at the door. The little boy who slept npon 
tbe hearth opened the door. She did not 
tell me she was bleeding bnt as soon as I 
got a light I saw she was bleeding. She 
staved in the room about fifteen minutes.

Question—Did yon think to examine ber 
closely?

Answer—No, sir. I only looked at the 
blr>od and where her throat was cat.

Q aestion—Did yon interrogate her?
Answer—No, sir.
Question—Did yon tell her to go np to a 

room?
Answer—Yen, sir; to go up to the cabins 

amt as soon as it got light I would come to
see her.

Question—Did yon go back to bed?
Answer—No, Iir: her husband was dead 

and a little  child, and I did not go to bed.
Question—How long a time had elapsed 

from the time Bhe oame there and went up?
Answer—You know how long it ie from 

daylight to sunrise; I suppose it was about 
half an hour; I was working to stop the 
blood; it was about an hour after she came 
down that I went there.

Question—Did you take the woman 
along?

Answer -No, sir. She could not go then; 
she was at my house on the plantation. I 
did not hear any shooting.

Question—How loBg did*you stay down 
at tbe cabin where the murder took place?

Answer—I reckon that I stayed an hour 
or two bunting the child. She told me the 
chil i  was in tbe cradle.

Question—Did you bury the man?
Answer—No, sir. He laid there all day, 

right where we fonnd him.
Qaeetion—You did not move him?
Answer—No. sir; I never touched him; I 

only took a quilt and spread over him.
Question—Was he buried the next day?
Answer—Yes, sir.
Question—Who buried him?
Answer—I did.
Question—Was there any alarm given 

about this thing in the neighborhood?
Answer—Not that I heardof.
Question—When was the child found?
Answer—Four or five days afterward.
Question—Did you hunt around for the 

child?
Answer—Y’ee, sir; that morning, until 

breakfast. Me and the hands and Mr. Hal­
lory looked about the lake; the under 
growth had been thrown down; I earns 
back and told her that the child was not in 
the cradle; she said she put it there; I went 
back again that evening and banted for it.

Question—Then it was not fonnd until 
four days alterward?

Answer—Four or five days. I don’t 
know.

Question—Fonnd in the lake?
Answer—Yes, sir; a little negro boy, who 

lived beyond her house, found the child. 
At tbe time I was at the ginhouse.

Question—Was the sheriff of tbe parish 
informed about the matter?

Answer—I don’t think we have any sher­
iff. I think he has ran away.

Question—Is there a justice of the peace 
living in the neighborhood?

Answer—There was not.
Qaeetion—Did any person come to visit 

the scene of the mnrder that day?
Answer—Mr. Parks was there, and Mr. 

Armstrong and Hallory. lh a t was all, ex­
cepting eome negroes.

Question—Was there any fanerai?
Answer—No, sir; no funeral. I do not 

think there was a prayer at the grave. I 
stayed there until they all left.

Question—Was be put in a coffin?
Answer—No, sir; he was just rolled up 

iu a quilt. He had laid so long we coaid 
not get any coffin for him. We put him in 
the grave and just threw the dirt over him.

Question—He has never been removed?
Answer—No, sir; he was not when I left 

home.
Question—You had another conversation, 

you say? .
Answer—Yes, sir; the second time she 

said it was a white man. No; that was the 
third time.

Question—Did ehe tell you that it wae 
one of the rifle clubs that had been there?

Answer—No. sir.
Qaeetion—Did she mention the name of 

Dr. Young?
Answer—Not home; she did to others 

that told me of it.
Question—That day?
Answer—No, sir; not until two or three 

days afterwards. (To the President)—You 
told me not to answer anything except that 
written—of my own knowledge?

President Welle—Yes, sir.
Question—How long did she remain at 

yonr place?
Anawer—1 can not tell; thie thing wae 

done on Slturday night before the election 
on Taesday, and 1 think ahe stayed until 
the Sunday following.

Question—She went away of her own 
free will and aooord?

Answer—Of her own free will and ao- 
cord; I think that that is it; ehe might have 
remained a week longer; now, you don’t 
seem to understand me; this mnrder was 
committed on Sunday morning, or I did 
not know it till then; I think it was then 
that she oame to my quarters and stayed 
there, and think I think it was just a week 
from the time the shooting was done that 
she left my place; 1 was not at home at the 
time, but when I returned somebody told 
me Eliza had gona; she had just gone npon 
a visit.

Question—Y’ou have a son; was he at 
home that night?

Answer—No, sir; he did not come home 
for two or three days.

Question—They say she mentions him?
Answer—Yes, sir.
Questioa—Is he a member of a rifle com­

pany iu that neighborhood?
Answer—I don’t know whether he is or 

not; I think he is though; I thiok he is a 
member of a company; they have a club 
and company.

Question—Is he a member of Captain 
Thieiianlt’s company?

Answer—Y’ee, sir.
Question—Do you know whether theolnb 

was out that night?
Answer—I never saw one of them or had 

not for several days.
Qaeation—There is each a club?
Answer—Yea, sir.
Question—Do they go ont at night?
Answer—I never saw one ont at night; I 

know my son never went ont.
Question—Did you raise this woman?
Anawer—Yes, sir.
Question—How old is she ?
Answer—I could not say; she is the 

mother of three children, and is twenty- 
five or twenty-eight years old.

Question—She waa freed in Alabama ?
Answer—Yes, air; she was freed in Ala­

bama.
President Wells—Did yon examine the 

premises when yon visited the body to see 
whether there were any eigne of parties 
who had committed the outrage left npon 
the premises?

Answer—Yes, sir; I went in the house 
and tumbled np the bed and looked in the 
beds and in the cradle and under the boose; 
they had broken tbe steps of the door down; 
I looked in the shrubbery.

Question—What I want to arrive at is, 
were the parties who committed the depre­
dations on horseback ? Do von think from 
any signs around that there had been any 
number of horsemen about the premises ?

Answer—She lived on a place where there 
is green turf and carpet grass. There might 
have been 100 horses around, and when 
they got into the road 1 could not tell 
whether they had been at my house or not.

Question—Could you not see their tracks 
in the road?

Answer—No, sir; the whole road was cov­
ered with the grass.

Question—Iu going into the house, was 
the road oarpeted with the grass?

Answer—No, sir; there was a little path 
that went into the house.

Question—How far was the public road 
from the house?

Question—About thirty paces.
Answer—How did the  parties approaoh 

h e r house—was there a  gate  or pair of bars?
Answer—Well, sir, the house has not been 

kept for two or three years; it stands ont 
on the lake, with nothing around it.

Question—Then the whole plaoe waa cov­
ered over with tbe grass?

Anawer—The whole of it waa covered 
over with very nice grass; and i | i t  had been 
earpeted over with grass it wonld have 
been very difficult to see the horse track on 
it.

Qaeetion—Did yon make an examination 
to see whether horses hid been np to the 
house from the highway?

Answer—No, sir.
Question—Now yon stated you had no 

sheriff?
Answer—We did have a sheriff, bat I 

think be was in New Orleans.
Question—Do yon know of your own 

knowledge whether the sheriff of the par­
ish of Ouachita was forced to leave the 
parish or not?

Answer—No, sir; I don’t. I don’t think 
he was. I don’t think that. I live at home.

Question—Do you know it of your own 
knowledge? m

Answer—No, sir; I live at home, and I 
am a working man. and go about very little.

President Wells—I have one other question 
to ask yon. Did I understand you to say 
that there waa no hunting around for the 
tracks?

Answer—No, sir.
Question—You don’t know there were 

horse tracks around?
Answer—No, sir.
President Welts—Bring in your other wit- 

ne***, and let the gentleman retire.
General Anderson—We have never held 

any sessions except what we have held 
right here. Of course we get together here 
in the room and talk over the matters that 
come before un, but we have had no ses­
sions, to my knowledge, other than these 
public ones. When we get all the testimony 
in, then we expect to fis alone.

Mr. Kenner—But we have had no private 
sessions.

Mr. Stubbs—I desire to present to the 
board for examination, on behalf of the 
Democratic party, a list of the principal 
witnesses we deem it nccesary to have to 
refute the evidence given by the other sids 
in the case of the p. rish of Oaachita.

President Wells—Have these interroga­
tories been served?

Mr. Stubbs—Yes, sir.
General Anderson— Have you fixed up 

Baton Rouge for to-morrow?
Preeident Welle—We must have the evi­

dence before ne. We can not tear any 
more oral testimony. We will never get 
through if we do.

General Anderson—From this time for­
ward, then, the evidenoe ia all documentary?

President Wells—Yes, altogether. Mr. 
Abell, give us the parishes. Let ns go on.

Mr. Abell—nere is a package reoeived 
from the State Registrar this morning, 
claimed to be the returns of Livingston. 
He eays that they were incomplete, and 
belong to his office.

Mr. Kenner—I don't know that we can 
receive them; the consolidated statement 
ia not signed by the supervisor of registra­
tion ot that parish; I don’t know that the 
board has tbe right to receive them at all.

Governor Wickliffe—I will state on in­
formation that the olerk of Mr. Hahn re­
ceipted for the dooumente, and admitted 
that he himself had opened them. Now, 
sir, I do not know whether this ie the docu­
ment that ie in that package. I would like 
the clerk to be brought here that he 
might be interrogated upon that point; 
it is not signed by the supervisor of reg­
istration. They are the most ignorant su­
pervisors that we have. Y’ou certainly un­
derstand that it mnst be dene, and under 
the circumstances I beg the board shall 
regard this aB informal, and that the re- 
tarns lodged in the clerk’s hands shall be 
used. The negligence of the supervisors 
to send the returns would not warrant the 
board in disfranchising ns.

Preeident Wells—The board does not 
wish to disfranchise and will not dislran- 
ohise anybody.

Mr. Gauthreanx—I call attention to the 
consolidated statement of votes; that it is 
sworn to by the clerk of the ctmrt and has 
no signature. It has the court seal, but 
the signature has not been signed.

Governor Wickliffe—See whether it com­
pares with the statement of votes.

Mr. Gauthreanx—What do you deoide 
to do with reft renee to the Livingston 
matter, Mr. President?

Governor Wickliffe— Issue a subpena for 
him. He is in town.

President YVeils—The board has no au­
thority to issue a subpena for him. Let 
them examine tho returns, and see what is 
Vo be supplemented.

Mr. Casanave—Ilia commissioners’ re­
turns here are all in proper order.

Mr. Gautbreaux—I wonld suggest that 
the compilation could be made from the 
statement of votes-in this case, as has been 
done heretofore.

President Wellî—These oi,ly corroborate 
the consolidated statement, and if the su­
pervisor fails to sign it that is not a prima 
facie election.

President Wells—Read the aggregate vote 
from the consolidated statement, and then 
we will compare one or two of the polls 
with it.

Mr. Kenner—The consolidated statement 
was eworn to on the eleventh of Novem her, 
1876, before William H. Davis, judge of the 
judicial court of Livingston. The remarks 
are explanatory of the scattering vote:
Kellogg.,
Burch...
Sheldon...
Marke.....
Levisee... 
Brewster.

For Governor—Packard, 121 ; Nicholls,
750.

It appeared that there were some errors 
in the footing up ot the tally sheets, and 
the consolidated statements were ordered 
to be corrected when tbe compilation is 
made.

The parish was laid aside for further ac­
tion.

Mr. Abell—Here are the returns of the 
parish of Tangipahoa, reoeived this morn­
ing at eleven o’clock. There is a general 
protest with the returns. The consolidated 
statement was sworn to on the twenty- 
eighth of November, 1876, before the Secre­
tary of State. There are plsBty of remarks 
in the shape of protests. There are nine 
polls in the parish. Tbe aggregate vote ia 
as follows:

121121 \\ ioklifie.... .... TO120 St. Martin.... .... 779121 Poche........121122 Seay.......... .... 779121 Cobb.........121 Cross........

Kellogg....................... 565 McKnery...............
Buren.........................565 Wickliffe...............
Joseph....................... 565 St. Martin.............
Sheldon.....................565 Poche...................
Marks......................... 965 UeBlanc]................
Levi te e ...................... 965 Seay.......................
Brewster.................... 565 Cobb......................
Joffroin...................... 565 Cross......................

. .629 
,..631 
...931 
,,591 
,. .931 
..931 
..931 
...931

For Governor—Packard, 558; Nicholls, 
g24.

The tally sheets of poll No. 2 were com 
pared with the consolidated statement of 
votes and it was found, in order to ascer­
tain how the error arose with reference to 
the votes of McEnery, Wickliffe and Poche. 
It was found that they had sufficient votes 
that were not reported in the consolidated 
returns which wonld bring them np to the 
number of votes given to the other candi­
dates on that side.

Governor Wiokliffe— I wonld like to aek 
whether that is the sense of the board.

President Wells—I have decided it.
General Anderson—Take the sense of the 

board.
President Wells—Put the question to the 

board. The chair was sustained, there 
being Mr. Casanave only voting in the 
negative.

Mr. Dibble—To whoso rifle club did you 
belong ?

Answer—I didn’t belong to any, sir
Question—Who was the captain of tho 

company on the island ?
Answer—It was Mr. Thibault, I believe.
Qaestiou—Who commanded on Bayou 

DeSaire ?
Answer—I don’t kcow, sir; I was not 

down there; I can answer only by hearsay.
Question—Was it not Captain McCleud ?
Answer—I can’t say who he was.
Question—It is generally reported that 

he was ?
Answer—Yes, sir; there are a heap of re 

ports, but I am not allowed to answer ao 
cording to reports—it is only wbat comes 
within my knowledge.

Qaeetion—What companies come within 
your knowledge ?

Answer—I don’t  know, sir.
Question—Did yon know of laborers in 

the Island having been teld that they must 
not attend Republican meetings ?

Answer—I do not know of any; I know 
of people who tried to keep them at home, 
to keep them at work. They could not 
keep them at home, i know I wonld rather 
they wonld stay at home and pick out cot­
ton. and some stayed and worked.

Question—Do yon know that some were 
threatened if they went?

Answer—No, eir; I can’t say that I know 
it.

Question—Did yon attend any Repub­
lican meetings ?

Answer—I never was at one, sir. Yes, I 
made out to visit the first on the Island, at 
Farmer’s eehoolhouse.

Question—Were there many Democrats 
present ?

Answer—No, eir; not a great many. 
Question—Were they armed ?
Answer—If they were armed I did not 

see them. I did not see a Democrat armed 
that day. I did see men there armed, bat 
they were not Democrats. If they were 
arm ed, they hid them from me. I can only 
speak for myself. I didn't bave any.

Mr. Dibble—That is all, Mr. President; 
yon can reti e.

President Wells—The gentlemen npon 
both sides will understand that the docu­
mentary evideuoe must be tiled by Friday, 
at four o’clock.

Mr. McGloin—Won’t you make an ex­
ception of tbe parishes m whioh it was im­
possible to get witnesses after using due 
diligence?

President Wells—We can not delay later 
than Friday at four o’clock.

Mr. McGloin—We will file a protest. 
President Wells—File your protest. ' 
Mr. Gauthreanx—May I again ask if the 

board has or has not considered tbe matter 
cf holding night sessions?

President Wells -Most positively, no.
Mr. Gauthreanx—We deem this matter of 

the greatest importance and are willing our- 
selves to ait np all night nntil the sixth of De­
cember, and follow the board in its investi­
gations of these important questions, and 
1 think it would be proper for the board to 
hold at least a session two or three hoars 
iu the evening.

President Wells—No, sir: we mast have 
time to examine the records and all the 
evidence before nr; we will not have time 
to do that without holding night sessions.

Mr. Gauthreanx—I think the representa­
tions made bj the board to those ot ne on 
both sides was that all sessions were to be 
held in their presence.

President Wells—They will be held in 
their presence, bnt when it ia to consult 
npon any action we shall take upon the 
varions subjects that come before ns, 
we must be alene. The judges of oourts 
do not permit the presence of counsel when 
they are making np their final decision. 
Therefore we most claim the privilege ot 
consulting among ourselves as to any ac­
tion that comes up before us.

Mr. Gauthreanx—I understand the chair 
to admit that it holds private sessions other 
than are ht Id here daily?

Preeident Wells—They are deliberative 
sessions.*

J. T. Swan was tbe seoond witness offered 
by the counsel£of the Democratio-Con- 
eervative committee. He was eworn on a 
small Bible, and when the ceremony was 
through pressed it to his Ups. He testi­
fied in chief in response to the interroga­
tories read by General Anderson, as follows: 

My occupation is that of a farmer; my 
residence is in Ouachita; I knew Henry 
Pinkston for about three years; I don’t 
think he was engaged mnoh in polities; 
never heard him talk much about it; he 
ouee lived on the plantation adjoining me;
I knew of a fight he had about two months 
before his death, with a man named Black 
Brooke; Pinkston whipped him and bit his 
finger very badly; I saw Brooks a oonple of 
daye after the fight, and asked him how his 
finger was; he said his hand was very badly 
hurt, and be remarked tu me, “I intend to 
kill Pinkston if I live;” Pinkston came to 
me himself and told me that his life was 
threatened by this man Brooks; after the 
fight he asked my advioe; I remarked to 
him at that time, “Pinkston, I heard Brooks 
say mvself that he was going to kill yon, 
and if*I had sufficient evidenoe I wonld kill 
him myself before he killed me; I wonld 
not let a man kill me; knowing be was 
threatening my life, he should not kill me;” 
Brooks had a bad character; he was not 
thought much of in the country; he was a 
bad. quarrelsome, angry man; on the night 
of tue murder I saw a party of colored peo­
ple pass my house, going down the road, 
ooming from Ouachita, but I don’t know 
who they were; I thought tbe election at 
Ouaohita was as fair an election as we 
ever had; I did not see any wrong going 
on; I belong to tbe Democratic party; I  
have lived in Ouaohita parish thirty-five 
years; it was more sociable than any elec­
tion I ever saw; I knew Mr. Parks when 
he was living; he is dead; he has been 
dead about three months.

Colonel Zacharie—Has the board refused 
to allow any further testimony in refuting 
thie woman's statement? I thought it bnt 
an aot of justice to these gentlemen from 
Ouaohita, who have been publicly uocused 
by the reports of this woman, that they 
should be allowed to file Ilia evidence in 
their cases that a correction should be 
made.

Présidant Wells—Wo havo nothing to do 
with it. They must go before the courts 
and prosecute her if they seek relief.

Colonel Zacharie—We have a dozen such, 
to prove the entire falsity ot the charge.

Judge Dibble—Why don’t you arrest her 
for perjury?

Mr. McGloin—We have Dr. Young here, 
and we tender him as a witness.

President Wells—It is useless—it is use­
less- We have settled that you should have 
but two witnesses to disprove the state­
ments of this woman, and we can not v(p- 
late that rule.

To the witness—Did you see the difficulty 
between the colored men whom you men­
tioned?

Answer—Yes, sir.
Question—Y’ou say that it occurred iu 

the parish?
Answer—In Union parish; right across 

the river; I was on the Ouachita side, and 
saw the tight.

Question—Weil, sir, can you state pre­
cisely at what hour the colored people 
passed your house?

Answer—It was at night; I was standing 
in my yard at the time, ami had no commu­
nication with them; I did not recognize 
them.

Question—Y ou said that the election was 
a peaoeable one?

Answer—Peaceable as I ever saw one. 
Question—Did vou have peace before 

(hai?
Answer—I didn’t see any fuss. I only 

went to Democratic clubs. Tuere was 
some distnrbanoe in the country.

Question—Have you attaobed them to 
the Democratic club in the rifle company? 
Yon must necessarily be in connection with 
the Democratic clubs over there?

Answer—I think there wae something of 
the kind.

Question—W hat was the object of it? 
Answer—I can’t s ta te  exactly; I can 't 

answer the question.
Question—You had none iu your club? 
Answer—Yes, sir. There ware companies 

that went out, but I didn’t go with them. I 
don't know what the object was.

Question—They went out?
Answer—Y’es, sir. They went oat once, 

but they went out to quiet affairs. The 
rutnor wae they were going to Monroe. 
That was the only time they went out with 
arms, and there was nothing done then 
that was any harm.

Question—What was the character of the 
armed men of which this organization wae 
made? Do you know v.Tu.t sort of men 
they wert?

Answer—I can’t state about this: only 
hearsay to me. I didn’t set- the men at all. 
I can state the rumors.

Qaeetion—I don’t want the rumors, only 
w hat you know of your own know ledge.
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