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THE RETURNING BOARD

THE ORLEANS PARISH CONTESTS

CLOSING UP THE DISCUSSIONS

READY FOR WORK

The board was called to order at 10:45 A.
M., by President Wclls, all the members

present.

Messrs. Parker, Stevenson, Clark, Hale
and Garfileld were present s the com-
mittee representing the Reputlican delega-
tion from the North, and Messrs. Trumbull,
Palmer and Smith representing the Demo-
cratio delegation.

The minutes of the previous meeting
‘were read and approved.

The business epecially before the board
was the argument to ba made in the con-
test by the Republican candidates in Or-
leans parish. The protest was set out in
the sixth day’s proceedings.

Before the argument was begun Judge
SPoﬁord ssked for an order directing the
clerk to eend for the cup'icate returne for
the parish of Orleans lodged with the See-
retary of State, snch as the supervisors had
not eent up snd filed with the board, and
farther, that the clerk telegraph to the dis-
triot court olerk of Tangipahoa to forward
the ballot boxes in which the returns were
sealed up. Ile had the official evidence
that the votea were sealed up

President Wells—Are there any further
motions ?

Governor Wickliffa—In regard to the
opening of the East Baton Rouge box,
what will the board d» with reference to it ?

President. Wells—As eoon as wa got
through with the matter that was specially
pet for hearing this morning.

Governor Wickliffs—In ragard to those
ex parte sffidavits, I presame that the
eame order will be entsred that was en-
tered in the cases of East and West Fe-

liciana ?

President Wella—Yees, ¢ir.

James C. Walker appeared on behalf of
the contestants. He epoke substantially
£ we :

I see the communication read to your
ust now by the secretary has n
subscribed by » number of Republican can-
didates for looal cffices in this parish. By
reason of the fact that it was 'y

X.—NO. 200.

the citizen of the United Btates government
and the State of Louisiana.
, and it is as to the
ted just prior to
witnesses to
df‘yl.n that the parto“ln:khl‘n”
pa tes at y g
:r“w. oc & eighte "?m'
ore he was teen years of age,
-3 therefore entitled to his certificate of
naturalisation. Tnese are taken out befere
every eleotion, and perhaps in as a
morticm a8 ninety-five out of every hun-
papers These are obtained
upon fraudulent representations made to
the courts. I speak advisedly with regard
to an experience I have had during an ex-
amination before Commiesioner South-
worth. In almost every instance where
the certificate was issmed it was
found out that it was obtained
by frandulent representations. I was
announced in the papers that two
venires went up, one from the Saperior
Court and one from the First Distriot
Court for the purpose of having juries im-
pancled, and not more than forty-four per-
sons could be found. A few days sgo,
when a party was nominated for an offior,
it was discovered that he was not natural-
ized until several days after he was nomi-
nated. Itshows but a very poor regard for
what has in every country been looked
upon as the most important right and privi-
lege—I «peak of the elective franchise.
Mr. Walker closed his argumert by citing
a ‘h::. of authorities in support ot his
points.
Judge Spofford and Colonel Zacharie

i
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lished in the fourth ward, the poll estab-
lished in the fifth ward, the poll established
in the sixth ward, the poll established in
the seventh ward, the poll established in
the eleventh ward, are not included in the
foregoing consclideted statement, and I

return we must take no more than is in the
oonsolidated statement and aocceps it.

Mr. MoGloin—But the Almighty has given
you eyes with whioch to see it. i
Presidedt Wells—The board will not ad-
mit it. We are not here to be charged with
unlliro r aotion.

hereby fils and make part of this etatement
m, t t i the d

y P! g
purporting to be astatement of votes, writ-
ten records, tally sheets, eto., being made
in any wnfy a part of the retarns of the
election of the parish of East Baton Ronge,
for the fo'lowing reasons:

At poll No. 1, ward No. 2, the commis-
siamers of election regularly, legally ap-
pointed and qualitied, were not permitted
to perform their dmties, but were ¢jected
from the polling place, and no legal or
valid documents have been received from
that poll by me. .

At the poll in the third ward no written
record was received. The commissioners
of election have failed and refused to swear
to the correctness of the documents trans-
mitted.

At the poll established in the fourth ward
all the original papers were sealed np in
the ballot box, and what parporteé to be
copies thereof were hrought to me.

At the pell in the fifth ward, one of the
commissioners of el o'ion will not qualify
to the correctness o! the documents so pre-
sented, and the other two certify that the
pretended statements of votes, tally sheets,
etc., were compiled and made out from in-
formal tally eheete, statements of voter, ete.

At the poll in the eixth ward all the
original documsnts used in making the
count, isting of written records, tally

made arguments in behalf of the contestees.

il‘{r. Walker replied, and in conolusion,
said:

Now, it is not as a disappointed candi-
date that these parties are present. There
is eomething instinctive in every generous
mind, in the shape of indignation, that is
engendered by the contemplation of what
is wrong and what is reprehensible; and
when we bring these things to the notice of
yoar hororable body, and ask you to
correct, or apply the law to them, so
far as your discretion and power per-
mits you to do, I don’t think it is a
subject of condemnation upon the part
of anybody else, that it is reprehen
sible at all, as to whether they have
or have not been defeated. I may say that
the gentlemen who made the announce-
moent here are better informed than Iam.
I bave not taken the pains to inquire. I
have no wire-drawn arguments to make; I
have no strings to pull. But I have a right

that candidates should mlhke use g( pﬁ:md
slips, » great many votes that ought to have
been counted in favor of the candidates on

. the Republican ticket have mot beem so
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ooun ‘We alao refer to many polls. We
were without information except from the
reports amoog us, and, of , we have

to emn fi wherever I meet it; and
when I meet it stalking at mid-day in the
streets of my native city I oppcse it with
all the power I have in the world. I chal-
lenge the vote of no man who has the right
under the law to vote, but I condemn, and
!‘ repeat it, fraad, and it shall meet with my

made our protests properly. I would refer
to one poll at the corner of Magazine and

* .Jackson streets, where pvrhaps more than

900 votes were polled in the spaoce of twelve
hours. We olaim that it is utterly impos-
sible that any such vote should have been
polled at such poll.

While we cheerfully acquiesce in any law
which extends equal rights and privileges
to foreign born citizens, we protest agsinst
any law which makes the condi ion of the
fereign born eitizen superior to that of the
native born citizen of Louisiana. If a party
.comes here from Pennsylvania he is re-
quired to reside here one year betore he is
permitted to vote and becomes eligible to

. office. That is as faras the native bora
| oitizen is d. 1t app

. -oording to the system that prevails here the
. foreign born citizen comes here and is natu-

that ac-

ralized to-day, votes to-morrow, and per-
haps represents the people in the Legisla-
tare the next day. We protest agaiost
that. We say that this is not the law. It
pever contemplated anything of that kind.
Naturalization is a delega! right confer-
red upon the State government by the Na-
tional government, and the effect of that
naturalization is nothing more or less than
to admit the citizen under a Federal or na-
tional government aot. He is required to
live here one year before he can exercise
the rights of citizenship, and before he” can
take poeition in the legislative councils.
The authorities reterred to are artiole
two of the State constitution. We poiat to
naturalizations as effected here just before

the last election; we point to naturaliza-

tions in the Seoond Distriot Court of this
ish, to naturalizations eff-cted in all tke
triot courts, amcunting to over 2
citizens who have been so nataralized and
permitted to vote at the last election. We
say itis & fraud upon the rights of citizene,
a fraud upon the rights of the mative born
citizen, upon the rights of the white man,
aad a fraud uoon the colored man, and &
fraud upon the foreign born citizens, and
upon the government; that when this thing
is allowed to proceed, and when so high
and so sacred a right as that of the elective
iranchise is thus to be trified with, we say
that it is s fraud that permeates the entire
election, that renders it null throughout the
entire length and breadth of the parish.
We point to another fact. We point to
the faot of the bundle of 1500 papers, pur-
porting to be the records of 1500 citizens,
t ized or supposed to be maturalized,
now in the clerk’s office of the Second Dis-
triet Court, and not one of those judgments
of naturalization signed uatil this day, pur-
porting, as they do, to bave been issued
three or four years ago. Now if these men,
[ nutnuliud’, voted upon 1hose certificates
from these courts they did that which the
law doee not sustain them in. The right to

'cih'lenlhigdeptndn upon the judgment as

rendered by tbe court, and until the judg-
ment is signed these naturalized persons
certainly had no right to vote. Your honors
are in the possession of all the records of
naturalization during the last few years.
You kave at your command all the poll
lista in this city; you are able to ascertain
whether the parties have voted.

Now, 1f 2500 men were naturalized here
-during the last two or three mouths and
then voted here in this parish, I ln:ﬁ
that that is & fraund; that that fran

the entire :leeuon; u::ld of th“t:

there are 1500 men whose record purpor
to be found in the Becond Distriot
that there is a matter of over 4000
votes; and that they make a material differ-
ence upon one side or the other.

There is one thing plain and evident, and

. that is that the elective franchise has been
" trified with in the parish of Orleaps; that

an effort of deliberate and designing men
has been attempted upon our system here,
calling, as it does, for the condemnstion

' and denuncistion of every man who values

t of citizenship in the United States
h we iive.

I must hurry on to another matter. It
a that certain votes in the twelfth,
:m;». fourteenth, sixteenth and sevean-
teenth wards were cast in favor of certain
Republican candidates, and that no voting
for these oandidates was had upon the part
‘of the Democratic party with exception of
the court of Judge ee. With reference
to the session aots of 1874, which have an-
nexed the Sixth and Beventh Distriots to

the
in

iation wherever I see it. It is not the
honestly naturalized citizens of New Orleans
that I am talking about. They have a right
to take their certificates and vote upon
them ; they are not the parties I am talking
about at all. I am king about fifteen
bundred men who pretend to be honest and
upright citizens. I am talkinz about twen-
l{ haondred men who have exercised the
elective iranchise at the recent electiom,
and it is in regard to them that 1 ask you t>
apply the law; and thanking you for the
attention you have paid me, I now leave

sheets, poll book or liat, were sesled up in
the ballot box. The comwissioners will
not qualify to tha correctness ¢f any other
papers.

At the pollin the seventh ward the state-
ment ¢f votes are incorrectly and inform-
ally ade out, and the tally sheet does not
show the ofiices for which the candidates
were vobed for in maoy cases, vor are the
totals carried out. A

At the poll in the eleventh ward no writ-
ten record of voters or of persona voting
has been recesived, and the commissioners
have refused to qualify to the correctuess
of the pretended written record forwarded.
Inclosed please find testimony upon
whieh the foregcing proteet is predicated,
and which is hereby made part of my
sworn statement, and atdixed as the law
reguires.

ther testimony wi'l be farnished if
requested. F. A. CLOVER,
Supervisor of Registration Parish of East

Baton Rouge.

Governor Wickliffe—What is the date of
that protest?

General Anderson—Eleventh of Novem-
ber, 1876.

. Governor Wickliffe—Is not the copy filed
in the clerk’s office in the parish?

General Anderson—Here is what is in the
olerk’s office on file: I, Henry Be! olerk
of the court, do certify that the witbin and
foregoing consolidated statement of votes
contains the aggregate and true statement
of votes cast at polls Nos. 2, 5, 4, 10, 11, 12
and 14, as the same appears from the
duplicate statements now on file in my
office. Ia order to make the polling places
which are assigned in the parish of Eaat
Baton Rouge st the general election, No-
vember 7, conform to the numbers on
the consolidated statement of votes,

the matter with you. the supervisor has given poll No. 2 of ward
On the lasion of the ar ts the | one of the parish to ward two on the con-
case was taken under i ion, and lidated st nt. Poil No. 1, ward two,

the President announced that the board
would continue with ita labors.
Precident Wells—Have you combleted
your evidence in the East Baton Rouge
case, Colonel Zacharie?
Colonel Zacharie—The evid has not
been filed, but the bailot-boxes are here in
charge of the clerk, and are sealed up.

has number three; poll No.2, ward two,
has number four; poll No.1 has number
ten on the consoliuated statement; poll No.
1, wird cine, has eleven on the comsoli-
dated statement: poil No. 1, ward ten, has
twelve on the consolidated t, and

r. McGloin—We are all free, sii!
President Wells—Thank God, I sm as
free as you .ﬂ'

Mr. McGloid—We will see that, sir.

Mr. Gaathresux--Then the board has
ruled that this prima facie case has not
been made out. We come now with the
ballot boxes which contain the statement
of votes provided in thias section of the law
just quored, and we offer them as evidenoe
to prove our case under the rruling of the
bosrd. The law does not say that you may
compile the evid from the sta of
the supervisor, bnt it eays that you shsll,
u$ ench meeting, open, in the presence of
the returning officers, the statement of the
comm s ot election, and it again says
that you shall compile from said statement
of votes. I:does not say anything about
:_he consolidated statement in this connec-
ion.

Preeident Wells—Ra2ad that section, and
you will see that it reqaires that the com-
missioners shall make their retarna to the
supervisor of registration, and the super-
visor makes bia return to the returning
officers.

Mr. Ganthreanx—Bat in the history of
thia board you have sent for the ballot-
boxes—you have taken out the returna, and
we ask you now to do that same thing
which you did before in asimilar case. We
don't—

President Wells—We muat adhere to the
ruling of the board.

Mr. Gauthreaux—We don’t say that you
sha!l connt them, but you get the retarns
before you and consider them. We don't
pretend to dictate what you sha!l do after
-they are betore you, but in order that you
may have ac opportunity of decidiag the
question we present to yon.

Mr. Ray—I thiok this diffionlty has been
eettled before; the question raised here
was raised before the board two years ago
in the case of D2 Soto parish, when no re-
turns were made out at all; the parties in-
terested brought the dnpiicntes filed with
the clerk; the board declined to receive
them, because they did not come through
the proper chann¢l; then they took a mau-
damus from the court to compel the board
to receive the returns that came from the

olerk; and the court decided that the board
oould only receive them through the chan-
nel provided by law, and refused to compel
the board to receive these daplicates; in
the Lafayette case, as you will recollect,
it eeems that the case was like
this, where the papers had been put
in the ballot boxes which the supervisor
retarned to the board. Then the parties

asked the court to compel the parties to

open them and send them up, and ther

when they wera sent up this board could re-
ceive them. When tbe boxes were open
two years ago it was done by the parties
interested. [ don’t see any objection to is.

All of the parties are interested. Bat the

question haa been settled by the courts and

by this board in the oase of De Soto parish,

where no returns were made.

Mr. McGloin—Does your party make any
objection now ?

Mr. Ray— I am merely stating what the

law is. [ am representing the board here,
and I am merely stating what has been de-
cided, and what the precedents are for the

action of the board. I am not arguing on
behalf of any outside party, but merely

stating what the law ia to sustain the presi-

dent ot the board.

Mr. l!q(}lt;in—llow do you know there is

poll N.9: 1 ward twelve, has fourteen on the

d st

President Wells—What do you desire
with reference to it!

Colonel Zacharie—We want you to open
them in the same manner as was done in
1874, and take the copies of the returns
wrongfully deposited in the boxes instead
of being forwarded to the Secretary of

tate.

President Welle—Aud place them by the
returns of the eupervisor !

Colonel Zacharie—Yes, sir. And we alao
ask the same thing in reference to the par-
ishes of Tagipahoa and Orl:ans. I{you re-
member, the returns from these parishes
were put to the ballot boxes. It seems
impossible to prevent some ot the commis-
sioners from placing the returns in the
boxes and sealing them up. Under the old
law it was the custom to make returms to
the sherift, and he would take the keys and
open the box and take out the retarns and
have them compiled.

President Wellis—The board bas doubted
its authority, although we have sent for the
boxes, and we have been sustsined in that
ruling by Judge Spofford. He says we
ruled correctly in not going outeide of what
is before us.

Colonel Zaoharie—You will eee that he
didn's take any position of that kind at all.

Pn&'““l elis—I thiult:‘tie ng:@ed with
us. e will proceed to take action upon
the Baton Rouge case. We would be glad
to aecertain your objeot in having the
boxes brought here.

Governor Wicklife—The returns and
tally sheets, ete., from the parish of East
Baton Rouge are locked up in the box, and
the supervisor has made no return at all.
Polls Nos. 4 and 6 are omitted from the
consolidated statement.

Mujor Herron—Here
tarned by two i 1
counting the papers and returning thém to
the supervisor, they have locked them up
in the box, with the votes sealed up, and
sent them to the olerk of the court. We
bave found that they committed an error,
and we ask to supply the board with the
missing returns of those wards. We wish
to have the boxes opened. You place the
rgturps before you, but thke supervisor has
gone away, and hence we request that the
boxes be brought and opened. The order
that you gave the other day was that the
seven boxes (those that had been omitted)
should be brought before the board. All
seven have been placed in one large box,
and are in keeping of the United States su-

are two boxes re-
: = Foatasd el

rvisor.

President Wells—I am aware of that.
What 1 wanted to get at was our authority
tor having these boxes opened and taking
out the papers and supplementing any
omission in the returns. That is the ques-
tion before the board. What we want to

¢ at is, can we go bebind what is already
ﬁ:n before us from the supervisor of reg-
istration The board has decided repeat-
edly that the returns of the supervisor are

ima facie evidence of what ocourred.
E.‘,.,, if we take these boxes and examine
these

as you desire us to do, that
can bes.og:r:.but &o question is whether it

gives us the suthority, even after seein; th'e
returns, to take them from the supe: s
statoments to supplement the omission with
them:

Mr. McGloin—The law requires you to
canvass the statement from the commis-
sioners

the parish of Orl it will appear that
under article eighty-three of the constitu-
‘tion territorial jarisdiction is given to all
the district courts throughout the parish.

The Sixth and Seventh Distriots are part
of the sh of Orleans, and that ter-

' ritorisl jurisdiction is granted to the courts.

I see from a communication of Judge Mo-
‘Connell reference is made to act No. 45, ap-
. proved in 1876. It is supplementary to the
@sot of 1874 There is nothing conflioting

| between these two acts. This second act,

in 1876, if it has any object at sll, or
any effect attached to it, is simply concur-
rent in so far as these upper districts are
concerned with the district courts of this
parish.
I present the argnment of Jadgs Callom
npon the subject of the naturalization of
foreigners, in whieh he discriminates be-
tween the citizenship as regards the nation-
8l government and the ocitizenship of the
State of Loui-iana. Ia fect, our constitu-
. tion makes a distinction. Article 108 saye,
that none but citizens of the United States
and ot the State of Lounisiana ehall be ap-
ted to moy office of trust or profit in

poin
[ this State. Then it is very plain that there

is & discrimination and distinction between

President Wells—I differ with the gen-
tl ﬂ"l'he i nolll;u un‘;l lheelz_ re-

ort to the supervisor. Ilo is the medium
gotween the commissioners and the board
of oanvassers, and all statements coming
from the supervisor of registration, as I
have said before, is prima facie evidence of
the resalt of the election. Hence, we can
not go behind that report. We can not
ignors what he states to us. We must take
that ae the evidence and our guide for our
deoision.

Mr. McGlomn—In these particular polls
the sapervieor miseed all the report as to
evidence. These polls he dues not canvass
at all.

President Wells—Lot us have the state-
ment read, and then we will all ba batter
informed. 2

General Anderson read tha remarks ap-
pended to the consolidated returns of the
parish, as follows: . X

The illegal, informal and void pretended
statements of votes, written record, tally
sheets, eto., brought to me from the follow-
ing named and diuinned polling places of
this parish, to wit:

Poll No, 1, ward No. 1, the poll estab-

lished in the third ward, the poll estab-

President Wells—Ilere is the seal aflixed
to the Ndated sia t

Mr. McGloin—Is there any date to the
statement that it i3 incorporated on the
consolidated statement?

General Anderson--Yes, sir,

Mr. McGloin—There is a da‘e st the bot-
tom of the paper, but the ink at this dis
tance from the paper looke as though it
was a different ink from that used to write
the remarks with.

General Anderscn--Go around and look
at it.

Mr. McGloin—We have a certified copy
of the paper, and I call yoar attention 1o
the fact that the ink used in that comsoli-
dated statement before you is of different
colors. There ia no testimony to show that
the statement was in the possession of Mr.
Clover from the eleventh of November.
Now, we have a ocertified copy trom the
olerk that this has never been sent, and I
charge that these remarks have been
written in eiace the supervisor made his re-
port, and we will furnish the evidenoe it
you give us an opportunity.
Mr. Gauthreaux--Section two of the
election law says that the presiding officer,
speaking of the Returning Board, shall at
the meeting of the board provide for the
canvassing of the returns, and open ia the
presence of the said re;ul;ning oﬁio?n xthe

1o object
Mr. Ray—The board will recollect that in
the Da Soto case, they brought the returns
and laid them on the table before the
board. The board said, we can not receive
them except from the supervisor; that they
ob*ained a mandamus to compel the board
toreceive the returns, and the court said
that the board had no authoritr to reoeive
them except through the regular chanael.
Therefore the case is settled. The board
can act upon nothing except it is
brooght through the regular legal
channel provided by law. If there are re-
turns forwarded to this bosrd by the super-
visor, then it i3 the daty of the board to ex-
amine the returns made by the snpervisor
or the commi of ¢lection, snd if any
informality exists, then the board has the
right to reject them; but they must come
from the supervisor before this board can
act on them at all.

President Wells—That will be the ruling
of the board, and it will adhere to it.

Mr. McGloio—In what capscity do youn
make this argument, Mr. Ray? I would like
to know.

Mr. Ray—It ia not a matter for me to ex-
plain to you.

Mr. McGloin—1 would like to know in
what capacity you are here?

President Wells—]t is not the place for
you to discuss that question.

Mr. McGloin—I am not going into a dis-
0“55)0!_1)0[ the question.

statement of the of

and said returning officera shall upon said
statement canvaes and compile the returns
of the election in cuplicate, eto. [lere is
clear anthority for your board to take up
the statement of the commissioners and ex-
smine them and compile from them the
vote of the parish of East Baton Rouge.
The supervisor himself shows us that there
are certain polls in that parish at which
votes were received which he doea not re-
turn on his consolidated statement. The
law does not say that you shall file the con-
solidated statement, but that you shall file
the statement of votes made at the time of
the election by the commissioners of elec-
tion.

President Wells—The commissioners
make their returns to the supervieor, and
he makes bis return to us.

Mr. Gauthreaux—But where he fails to
make any statement of the votes, and when
we come here and offer to produce them be-
fore you— X

President Welle—Take him before the
courts and punish him.

Cclonel Zacharie—May I ask one ques-
tion? Suppose the supervisor had the only
returns from East Baton Ronge?

Governor Wells—We should bave been
governed by that return.

Governor Wicklifte—Could you not oall
upon the officers for their returna?

President Welle—Our action would be
predicated upon the statemeat made before
the board by his lidated sta t to
the board. The commissioners make their
returns to him, and he submits his return
to us.

Governor Wickliffe—But he does not see
proper to make those returns at some of
the polls.

President Wells—We can’t go behind his
report and inveatiﬁ?to his action.

Governor Wickliffte—Then the ruling
means this, that it is within the power of
the supervisor to disfranchise any parish
by making such orpission?

Preeident Wells—He i3 bound by the
laws established for punishing offenses of
this kind, and when the gentlemen desire
that this thing should be done they must

o before the courts. We have no author-
ity to send for the parties or to punish
them.

Mr. McGloin—Will you allow us to prove
that that was not upon the docunment when
it was certified by the clerk of the court?

President Wells—I presume you have
been furnished with all the evidence that
has been furnished here to us. Yon have
copies of it, I euppose you have also been
served with the protests in these contested

olls.
» Mr. McGloin—We bave, sir. We can
prove now that the protest was not on the
return when the jurat was put there by the
clerk of the court.

Governor Wickliffe—And cffer to prove

it.

Mr. McGloin—And continus to ask that
you will allow us the opportunity. We call
attention to the fact that the consclidated
statement omitted the entire statement of
votes from this poll, and that in the can-
vassing you will canvass what is not in the
cousolidated statement.

President Wells—It he fails to maks a

P Wells—Will the gentleman it
down and stop this discussion ?

Mr. MoGloin—If the Republican candi-
dates have filed a protest against your par-
sning the same oourse in the parish of Or-
leans as was done in 1872 that is a different
matter, otherwise you have no right to
eay it ia not by mutnal consent.

Governor Wickliffe—The same case arose
in Tangipahoa when the tenth ward and
eighth ward returns wera locked up in the
buxes, and the boxes directed to ‘ll)e sent
wherever you will preseribe they may be

ent.

President Wells—I will consider the
matter.
General Herron—I don’t understand that
the baard has decided the question.
President Wells—The board has decided
to be governed entirely by the returns of
the supervisor of registration, and that all
reports from the commissi s of eleoti
must come to this board from the super-
visor.

General Herron—I desire permission of
the board to submit & question not touched
upon.

Mr. Ray-~In alluding to the previous de-
cisions of the court, and of this body, I
think I did not state the case, with the
facts, as they appeared before the board; I
understand the supervisor has made
his report, and has accompanied it
with the reports made by the com-
missioners ot clection to him; some
of these reports he oonsidered were
in proper shape and form, and has con-
solidated them. There were others he did
not consider, and he did not put them on
his consclidated report, but at the same
time lLe wsent these statements of votes,
such as they were, improper though they
were, to this board, to exercise its revis-
ing powers over his action. Now, you will
find that iu the fifcth ward, where the defect
was that the tally sheets had not been
made out etriotly according to law, but
made out from informal tally sheete, that
the defect reported by bim, as shown by
the papers, was that one ot the commis-
gioners, after the boxes had been handed to
the clerk, refused to give the tally sheets
that had been sworn to at the polls to the
other commissioners in order that they might
make a report; for that reason those re-
turns will show secondary evidence, but
which was produced to the supervisor on
account of the delinquency and offense of
one of the commissioners himself. That is
one defect. 1 will eay, that in every instance
the board will find accompanying consoli-
dated reports defective papers; 80 consid-
ered by the suparvisor, who is only a min-
isterial ofliser: receiving the returns, com-
piliovg them, and his idea of what the
proper compilation is; it i3 true, sending
the means to the board of correcting it,

whether he bas given too much or too lii-
tie, by the =accompanying documents
of the commissioners; all thesa are
before tha board; and notably ia the
fourth and sixth wards, his repori tells

the board that he has not com-
piled tho returns, from the fact
that the proper papers were locked

up in the boxes. But he states the fact that
he received the returns; facts, it is true,

were locked up in the box, and now you
order the box before you; it seems to me
that without the order of the board it
would be perfeotly competent for this board
to take the boxes and perform the simple
daty, and get the reports referred to by
the supervisor himself. I dea’t think it
would transcending the law or vlollt'linﬁ
any previons ruling of this board ; I
submit the question.

President Wells—It has a tendeney to
widen the ramge of the diecussion, and it
scems to me that we have not the time to
give our attention to it, and hence, we must
tdhere to the ruling of the board.

Governor Wickliffe—May I ask what die-
position you have made of the vete of
River? °

President Wells—It has been opened, but
nothing’done with it. There is a gene
proteet in that case. We will take these
things now under coneideration and delib-
erate upon them and examine the pcfeu,
and if there is anything wrong we will try
and give you the informatisn where the
wrong is, if we construe there is a wrong.
Governor Palmer—Qur attention has
beer: called to two. Are there more than
two!

President Wells—I can not remember.
There ia 3 protest by Raford Blunt, a can-
didate himself defeated, though not; by the
supervisor.

Governor Wickliffe—Grant parish was
before the board. Have you taken it under
advisement

President Wells—We have taken no ac-
tion, and have no cpinion.

Governor Wicklifte—I would ask the
board to take action upon it 8o that we may
know what to do.

Precident Wells—Yon shall know in time.
Mr. McGloin—I want to koow how

are going to act upon the ruling regarding
protests coming up from the supervisors at-
tested by three witnesses; if you are going
to only receive the protests in that way, or
receive them generally as you bave done in
the case of Packard and Blount?

President Wells—Whenever protests are
supported by the proper evidence they will
be received, and we will be the judges of
the evidence introduced to support the
protest.

Mr. McGloin—You don’t intend to abide
by the law which requires protests to come
up in that way?

President Wella—This case goes over for
our consideration, and the board stands ad-
ionlrnekd until to-morrow morning at ten
o'clock.

Cowdon’s Canal.
Last night there was a meeting of the

sembly Hall to hear the address o

John Cowdon, the projector of the scheme.
This gentleman was introduced by Mr.
Bronson Bayliss, who made a few appro-
priate remarks relative to the merits of the
undertaking, and the reason the public
should hear Captain Cowdon, who began
his lecture by sayiog that the Barataria
canal is the only parmanent gateway to the
sea. As it affords as much water as is
found in any other part, is more reliable
and cheaper, it will be a safe and payiog in-
vestment to its author, however sucoessful
be other means of openiog a way to the sea.
Captain Cowdon then read a table of the
expenses of a ship at New Orleane, showing
the same to be $11,308, nearly $10 a ton, one-
balf ot which will be saved by the Barataria
canal. The annual tonnage weuld be
10,000,000 tons. and the canal would be paid
forin a year. He next read etatistics relative
to the increased tonnage of New Orleans,

transportition. He showed that in the
States of 1ilioois, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri,
‘eto., the amount of grein grown in 1850 was

WHOLE NUMBER 2975.

OUACHITA INNOCENTS ABROAD

THE NIGHT VISIT TO ELIZA PINKSTON

Depositions and Statements of Wit-
nesses.

One of the Demooratic attorneys having
demanded of the Returning Board an in-
vestigation of ths mysterious visit by three
white men at the house where lies poor
Eliza Pinkston and also sojourns Cora Wil-
liame, occasion is taken to gratify the pub-
lic with information. The United States
Marshal is satisfied from the representa-
tions of the police that the object of the ob-
truders was either to abduct or kill Eliza,
but that they fload upon discovering the
danger of exposure. There is something
dastardly in the method of approach upon
the two women, that is certain. The depo-
sitions of Mrs. Pinkston, Mrs. Williame,
and the statement of Mrs. Jones and Dow
Hunley areappended. The police have yet
ancther report to make, which has not yet
come to hand:

State of Louieiana, parish of Orleans,
city of New Orleans.—Personally appeared
betore me, J. W. Quion, assistant judge
First Muneipal Police Court, and justice of
the peace duly commissioned and sworn,
Eliza Pinkston, of the parish ot Ouaachita,
who being duly sworn deposes and saye:
That on the twenty-eighth day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1876, between the hours of 8 and
9 P. M., one Hugh Young, reeiding in the
parish ‘pt Oaachita, came into mv room,
situated on Gravier street, No. 292, and
spoke to a person by the mame of Cora
Williams, also of the parish of Ouachita,
attending upon me in my itlness. The saia
Hugh Young said to her, “Cora, I wounld
like to see you. Do you want to go home,
and live when you get theref” Cora's
answer was, “I expeot to live there when
I get back there.” He (the said Hugh
Young) then asked Cora Williams, “What
man was sitting there; Cora’s answer was,
“Igis & man from same parish we are
from.” The said Hnﬁh Young then ocalled
Cora outside and held a conversation with
her that I did not hear, I being afraid,
koowing that eaid Hugh Young was an
uncle to Dr. Young, one of the persons

Barataria canal directors and eiuz‘gné. 1: ttllx; boo t6d Gith the marder of. 11y Neeband.

rolled out of my bed and down the stairs to
get where I could be protected from any
assault by him, as I considered my life in
danger by his presence.

her
ELIZA x PINKSTON.
ark.

m:
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this
twenty ninth day of November, 1n the year
of our Lord, 1876.

J. W. QUINN,

Assistant Judge First Municipal Police
Court, city of New O:leans.

State of Lonisiana, parish of Orleans,
city of New Orleans.—Personally appeared
before me, James W. Quinn, assistant judge
of the First Municipal Police Conrt, and
justice of the duly commissioned and
sworn, Cora Williame, a resident of the
parish of Ouachits, who, being duly sworn,
de and says: Thaot on the twenty-

S8 and 9 P. M., I was eitting in the room on
Gravier street, No. 292, with Elizs Pink-
ston, also a resident of the parish of

70,000 bushels; in 1870 this i to
5,735,000 bushels, while in 1875 it was
doubled. In 1876 the amount of grain

grown in the United States was 1,650,198
bushels, of which over 1,372,000 was raised

in the States of the Obio and Mississippi
valleys. lle showed what this would be
worth when the Barataria ocanal wae
opened. It matters not who is elected king
or emperor it this canal is built; it will
work weil for the South. Captain Cowdon
ten showed the plan of the proposed canal,
and illustrated it by » map giving the lcca
tion, distances, eto., of the route. Dredging
and guard walls, like unto the same at the
entrance to the Suez canal, would be nec-
essary on the bar at the sea, where the
pressot depth of water ia only ten feet, but
forty feet would be easily gained. Captain
Cowdon also explained the advantages cf
this canal, the bailding of whiob, as ccm-
pared with the Suez, is merely child’s play,
the _)g‘l;tire cost of the enterprise being only

Remarks were slio made by Colonel
Minor Meriwether, Colonel F. A. Tyler and
others. indorsing what Captain Cowdorn
had eaid respecting the great enterprise.—
Memphis Appeal.

Adyance in American Wheat.
Ordinarily this is the dull season of the
year in the grain trade. Through Novem-
ber and December dealers and shippers are
acoustomed to cheer themselves with the
assurance that with the new year trade
will revive. Sometimes this is the case, but
more frequently the revival is postponed
until February or March. But this season has
proved exceptional, and within a compara-
tively short period the demand for wheat
bas grestly increased at an advance in price
of from five to ten cants per bushel. This
is attributed to two caunses—the war rumors
from Europe and a short American ‘t:sp] 5.
As is usual when the market is affec by
by two or more influences working in the
same direction, it is difficult to estimate
their several effeots.

On Saturday, a Tribune reporter cou-
versed on the subject with many of the
12ading grain merchants and exporters, all
of whom gave their cpinions freely, agree
ing as to the condition of the market, but
differing somswhat as to the relative in-
flaence of war rumors and the short
crop. There was an aversge yield
of winter wheat, but the epring wheat
crop was from one-quarter to ome-third
short. This was caused lay the drouth,
which prevented the full development of
the kernel, and caused it to ripen prema-
turely. As a result the crop was never
thered 1n & better condition; itis per-
eotly dry, and will keep in all weathers.
The shortness of the crop did not infl
prices until war rumors from Europe o|
& prospect of increased demand. Dealers
bad been content to carry light stocks, and
exporters tilled their foreign orders at their
leisure. When an increased foreign demand
d probable larger ks were laid in,
and haste was made in filliog orders. This
tended to stiffen prices, and maintain the
advance which had been caused by the first
warlike dispatches. It was estimated by
an exporter who had a branch houss in
Liverpool that there were not less than
2,000,000 auarters of wheat (18,000,000
bushels) now atioat on the way from Ameri-
can to Kuropean ports; a large part of this
was from California and Oregon. Many
gentlemen with whom the reporter talked
were of the opinion that though the advance
was the direct result of war rumors, it was
not of a speculative nature, bat that the ru-
mors had simply hastened a nataral pro-
oess; that the price of wheat was not abave
its intrinsic value, nor greater than it would
have been in a few months without the aid
of war rumors. Others took a different
view. Wheat could not be exported, they
said, at present prices without a loss of sev-
eral cents per bushel, and whenever that
waa the case the price was speculative. It
was the opinion o1 these gentlemen that re-
ports of well assured peace prospects would
send prices down very materially, though
the advance had not been so great as to
creats any danger of a panie.—New York
Lribune.

——
A railroad tickes ofiice was recently
tickets were etolon.
be trying to eteal & ride.

B —————mm

been a dentist.

important; but then the regular returns

broken open in New Hampshire and 700
The rascals will next

D’Atalie, the streng man, should have
Hs waes celled “the man

hita, who was in very ill, when

the landlady came in and told me that there

was a white gentlemin who de to see

me. When the man came in I recognized

Hugh Young, a resident of the parish of

Onachita. He said to me, “How are you,

Corat” I eaid to him, “How are all at home,

Mr. Young!” He answered, “I have

been down here abont two or three

weeks.” He got up immediately and

said: *Cora, I want to see you.” I fcllowed

him on the gallery. His left band was in

his pocket, and his right hand thrown back

back under his coat tail, as if to draw some-
thing from there. He said to me when we
reached the gallery: “Do vou know the
entlemen who whipped you!” I answered:
"Yes, sir.” He asked me: “Who are they?”’
1 replied: “They are white men.” e then
asked me did I know their names. I an-
swered that I knew their namee, and they
were white men. He then said to me: *“You
had better mind how you talk down here.”
1 eaid I did mind how I talked. He asked
me how I came down here. I told him that
1 was guarded down here by the soldiers.
He then told me he would be
back directly, and went ont of the house in
the strees. 1 followed him out, and saw
him beckon to two men who were
hidden behind the door steps next door to
my residence, to come on; when the two
men came out from behind the omn I
recognized Joe Swan and Dr. Young, both
residents of the parish ot Ouacbita 1n this
State; all three of them went up Gravier
street, toward Fracklin street, and ount of
my sight.

her
CORA X leLLlADlS.

mark.
Sworn to and sub:cribed bofo? me this
twenty-ninth day of November, A. D. 1876,
J. W. QUINN,

Assistant Judge, First Municipal Police
Court.

Mrs. Jones states:

1 reside at No. 292 Gravier street; on the
night of the twenty-eighth instant, at about
the hour of half past eight o’clock in the
evening, I saw the person called Mr. Hugh

Young and two other en on the gallery,
andas them by they held down
their heads.

Dow Hunley saye:

1 reeide at No. 292 Gravier street; on the
night of ‘he twenty-eighth instant, at
about the Lour of 8:30 P. M. I was at the
time in the room in company with Cora
Ann Williams and Eliza Pinkstoo; I saw a
maa enter the room, who said: “Good even-
ing, Cora;"” the answered: “Good evening,
Mr. Young;” 1 watched him closely; he had
his left hand in his et, and right
hand under his coat; he directed all his at-
tention toward the bed while speaking
with Cora, and appeared very much ex-
cited, and eaid: “Cors, do you know the
men that whipped you up there!” She an-
swered: “Yes, sir, I do know;” he then
asked her who they were; she answered,
“They were white men;” he then remarked,
“You had better mind how you talk, for I
have your testimony 1in writing; you want
to go home, and you want to live after you
¢t there; he then said: “I will be back
rectly with & couple of more men;” he
did not remain but a short time, and m
idea was that he wanted to get the sic
woman (Eliza Pinkston) out to kill her.

Now let Messrs. Palmer, Jalian and their
Northern confreres report on their return
North that some of their partisan brethren
here are not content to war on a poor
woman in Ouachita until they almost stamp
and shoot tae life out of her, but must even
hound her, shattered and frightened, to
New Orleans, ridicule her woes and assail
her charaoter before the Returning Board
and go bail for the men she has charged
with having been implicated in the wanton
wrongs dealt to her and hers. Let ex-Gov-
ernor Palmer extol this chivalry to the
North, if he can. Perhaps, however, his
iostincts of humanity are stronger than his
z2al as a partisan.

Travelers on the Metropolitan railway in
Loundon have been greatly annoyed recenily
by “howling ewells,” a party of noisy gen-
tlemen who amuse thewmselves by yelling
and shouting fearfully whenever the train

g were captured and given into custody,

they are in enters a cunnel. Two of the
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THE SITUATION.

DMatters in Semth Carelina—The Deme~
crats Steal the State House—The Com-
mandisg General Ferces Them to Give
1t Up—A Pretest frem a Brace of Con-
tederate Brigadiers.

D(!ox.mlgu.B 8. C, tk{onmbo; l":!l).—'l'ho

smocratic House t0o! }:uou poesses-
sion of the State legislative hall at their
regular hour of convening (eleven o'clock)
this morning, and proceeded to work under
their organization. The Republican House
entered the hall at twelve o’clock,their regu-
lar hour of meeting. Both Speakers are on
the stand, Wallace (Democrat) in the chair,
and Mackey (Republican) at the clerk’s
deek. A debate is progressing. R3publican
members Hamilton and Myers denmounce
the action ¢t the Republican House as ille-
gel and unconstitutional. Everything is
peaceable, and good temper prevails. No
peraops are allowed in the hsll except mem-
bers. The D-moorats are cheerful and con-
fident. The Republicans are anxious and
dispirited. Some of their members say
they want a set'led government, and are
for South Carolina rather than for the men
who have ruined her.

The situation is but little chaoged at the

s_:w House. Good humor prevails on both

sides.

Somwe reports are being made at com

promise whioch may result satisfactorily.

About 3 P. M, General Roger sent his

staff officer to the Speaker’s stand and noti-

fied the Democratic Speaker, Wallace, that
at tweélve o’eclock to-morrow the Demo-
cratic members from Edgefield would noé
ba permitted on the floor of the House.

Upon the receipt of that order the follow-

ing letter was immediately sent:

General T. H. Ruger, Commanding
Trcops in Sunﬁl (:nnu;: United. Siaon

DeARr S1k—We have just heard, through

Major McGinnis, of your staff, your o

communicated to Mr. Wallace, speaker of the

House of Rep tatives, that at twelve

o'clock to-morrow the members elect from

Edgefield would not be allowed upon the

fioor of the House. To say that we are sur-

prised at such an order, after the explaua-
tions and pladges made by you to each one
of us, is to use very mild Ilanguage. When
the outrage of Tueeday last was committed
by the placing of armed sentinels at the
door of the House of Representatives, who
decided upon the admission of members to
their seats, and when the provisions of the
constitution and the decision of the Supreme

Court were brought to your attention, you

distinctly and warmly asserted, i

and , _that your orders

misunderstood; that you had not
tended 0 have sentinels at the door of the
hall, and that you bad not and did not in-
tend to assume to decide upon the legality
of any man’s seat or upon his right to enter
the hall. Youn were them reminded by us
that vour guard received instructions from
one Dennis, a citizen and partisan of Gov-
ernor Chamberlain, to admit parties upon
his own pass or that of one Jones, and
had through armed forces excluded all
Demoorats from the hall until Republican
organization was completed. Yon assured
us again that such were not your orders;
you were told by us that notwithstanding
the perpetration of this inexpressibl2shame
upon our free institutions and the rights of
the people the evils could still be
remedied without any violence or blood-

#ii

as compiled by the S-nate Committee on | eightb of November, between the hours of | shed bﬂoﬂle simple withdrawal of your

m the doors of the hall; that
the Democratic members would s
with the Republicans, and by a majority
of votes decide all questions in acoordance
with law, or usages of legislative bodies.
You stated that no troops should be at the
door and that under no circumstances
would you interfere, except there should
ocour a serjous disturbance of the peace.
You affirmed your determination to exer-
cise no eupervisory control whatever over
the body eor bodies claiming to be the
House of Representatives. All this oconrred
on yesterday. Last night, in & later inter-
view with Senator Gordon, you the
same assurancee, and.this morning, after
both bodies were assembled in tge hall,
you assured (eneral Hampton that under
no circumstances would you interfere ex-
cept to keep the peace. What now can
justly measure our tonishment at
the issuance of nn* an  order
as the one just sent by you? There
is no breach of the peace and
no prospect ot its distarbance. You had it
officially brought to your knowledge that
bsol good h P ils in that hall.

We can not refrain from expressing the ap-
rehension that the faot that s number of
eading Republicans are taking issue with
the legality of the proceedings by the Re-
publican House has changed your views as
to your line of duty. Itis proper that we
should eay, in conclusion, that we relied
upon your honor as a man and your char-
aoter as a soldier to maintain your pledged
poeition of non-intervention. The Demo-
cratic members from Edgefield and Liaurens
are entitled to their seats by the judgment of
the Supreme Court of this State, and we have
advised them to remain in that hall until
removed by your troops, that the issue may
be made in this centenmial year of Amer-
ican independence whether we have a gov-
ernment of law, as construed by courts, or
a centralized despotism whose only law is
force. Let the American people behold the
speotacle of a Brigadier General of the
army seated by the side of Goveraor Cham-
berlain in & room of the State House and
issuing his orders to a legislative body
peacefally assembled in one of the original
hirteen commonwealths of this Union.
Reapeotfully yours,

J. B. GORDON,

WADE HAMPI'ON,

A. C. HASKELL.
These three gentlemen had been in con-
ference with General Rager yesterday and

to-day. .

The courts in South Carolinadid nothing
yesterday.
The Republican House, by a vote of
forty-five to fourteen, seated :he Barnwell
delegation.
Thbe Senate recognized the Republisan
House by amending their joint resolution
to canvass the vote for State officers.
Five Republican members admitted from

e diaer & G hakes
ter argumen 'y 8 oor,
oase, Jadge Bond said he would take tﬂ::
to consider the case. The marshal retains
the canvassers in custody.
The Senate has postponed until Monday
consideration of the rule identical with ths
twenty-second joint rale of Congress. This
is considered to be an advan Rained to
the Democrats. Three Republican Sena-
tors a1e watohing closely tgo direction of
affairs in the Republican House.
The admission of the five Barnwell Ra-
publicans yesterday gives the Republicans
sixty-four votes, a clear msjority evem if
124 votes be called a full house. Aiken
o:in:ly, with four :1:2"' and Abbeville,
th four votes, are rotested and ma;
be reported on in the unre way. 2

A Democratic Version of the Florida
Case.

TALLAHASSEE, Nevember 30.—The board
met. The Democrats claim that besides tha
points of irregularity in the altered Baker
county returns, the justice of the peace who
signed it had been appointed since the
election.

The Alachua county testimony created
great excitement. The Demoocrats ficst of-
fered proof that the alleged affidavit from
Green R. Moore, purportiag to deny cartain
facts in another affidavit he had made, was
dated and execnted on the twentisth, whils
ths silidavit that be propesed to retract and
correot was dated acd exceuted on the
twenty-thicd.

They then prononnced the eflidavits par-
porting to be from Floyd Dukes a squars
forgery. They then iatroduced M sesca.

ovre and Dakes as witncsses. Mr. Moore
swore specitioally that all the points in his
affidavic of the twenty-third were true;
that he had stated the facts therein con-
tained openly time and again; that he was

Barnwell county are negroes. Two Repub- *

with the eye on jaw.”

ut got off by the ent of
sl ¥ the paym three shillings
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