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T H E  R E T U R N IN G  B O A R D

THE ORLEANS PARISH CONTESTS

CLOSING UP THE DISCUSSIONS

B E A D Y  F O R  W O R K

The board was called to order at 10:45 A. 
M., by President W .lli, all the members 
being present

Messrs. Parker, Stevenson, Clark, Hale 
and Garfield were present as the com
mittee representing the Republican delega
tion from the North, and Messrs. Trumbull, 
Palmer and Smith representing the Demo
cratic delegation.

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved.

The business specially before the board 
was the argument to ba mado iu the con
test by the Republican candidates in Or
leans parish The protest was set one in 
thB sixth day’s proceedings.

Betöre the argument was begun Judge 
Spofford ashed tor an order directing the 
clerk to reud for the dup'icate returns for 
the parish of Orleans lodged with the Sec
retary of State, snob as the supervisors had 
not eent up and tiled with the board, and 
farther, that the clerk telegraph to the dis
trict court clerk of Tangipahoa to forward 
the ballot boxes in wliioh the returns were 
sealed up. He had the official evidence 
that the votes were sealed up

President Wells—Are there any further 
motions !

Governor Wiokliffe—Iu regard to the 
opening of the East Biton Rouge box, 
what will the board d* with reference to it ?

President Wells—As soon as wa gat 
through with the matter that was specially 
set for hearing this morning.

Governor Wickliffs—la regard to those 
ex parte affidavits, I presume that the 
same order will be entered that was en
tered in the cases of East and West Fa- 
lioiana f

President Wells—Yes, fir.
; James C. Walker appeared on behalf of 

the contestants. He spoke substantially 
I: as follows:
[ 1 see the communication read to vonr
r  honors just now by the secretary has been 
I; subscribed by a number of Republican oan- 
[ didates for local offices in this parish. By 
[ reason of the fact that it was necessary 
I that candidates should make use of printed 
I slips, a great many votes that ought to bave 

been counted in favor of the candidates on 
I the Repnblioan ticket have not been so 

counted. We also refer to many polls. We 
I were without information exoept from the 

reports among ns, and, of oonrse, we have 
made oar protests properly. I would refer 
to one poll at the corner of Magazine and 
Jackson streets, where perhaps more than 
900 votes were polled in the space of twelve 
hoars. We oUim that it is utterly impos
sible that any such vote should have been 
polled at such poll.

While we cheerfully acquiesce in any law 
which extends equal rights and privileges 
to foreign born citizens, we protest against 
any law whioh makes the condi ion of the 
foreign boin eitizen superior to that of the 
native born citizen of Louisiana. If a party 
comes here from Pennsylvania he is re
quired to reside here one year before he is 
permitted to vote and becomes eligible to 
office. That is as far as the native bora 
oitizen is concerned. It appears that ac
cording to the system that prevails here the 
foreign born citizen comes here and is natu
ralized to-day, votes to-morrow, and per
haps represents the people in the Legisla
ture the next day. We protest against 
that. We say that this is not the law. It 
never contemplated any thing of that kind. 
Naturalization is a delegated right confer
red upon the Sfate government by the Na
tional government, and the effect of that 
naturalization is nothing more or less than 
to admit the citizen under a Federal or na
tional government act. He is required to 
live here one year before he can exercise 
the rights of citizenship, and before he'can 
take position in the legislative councils.

The authorities rt-lerred to are article 
two ot the State oonstitntion. We point to 
naturalizations as effected here just before 
the last election; wc point to naturaliza
tions in the Second District Court of this 
parish, to naturalizations effected in all the 
district courts, amounting to over 2500 
oitizens who have been so naturalized and 
permitted to vote at the last election.^ Wa 
say it is a fraud upon the rights of oitizens, 
a fraud upon the rights of the native born 
oitizen, upon the rights of the v bite man, 
aad a fraud noon the colored man, and a 
fraud upon the foreign born citizens, and 
upon the government; that when this thing 
is allowed to proceed, and when so high 
and so shored a right as that of the elective 
franchise is thus to be trifled with, we say 
that it is a fraud that permeates the entire 
election, that renders it null throughout the 
entire length and breadth of the parish.

We point to another fact. We point to 
the feot of the bundle of 1500 papers, pur
porting to be the records of 1500 citizens, 
naturalized or supposed to be naturalized, 
now in the clerk's office of the Second Dis
trict Court, and not one of those judgments 
of naturalization signed until this day, pur
porting, as they do, to bave been issued 
three or foor years ago. Now if these men, 
so naturalized, voted npon those certificates 
from thess courts they did that which the 
law does not sustain them in. The right to 
citizenship depends npon the judgment as 
rendered by the court, and until the judg
ment is signed these naturalized persons 
certainly haa no right to vote. Yonr honors 
are in the possession of all the records of 
naturalization during the last few years. 
You bave at your oommaud all the poll 
liste in this city; you are able to ascertain 
whether the parlies have voted.

Now, if 2500 men were naturalized here
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permeated the entire election; and of these 
there are 1500 men whose reoord purports 
to be found in the Seoond District 
Court; that there is a matter of over 4000 
votes; and that they make a material differ
ence upon one side or the other.

There is one thing plain and evident, and 
that ia that the elective franchise has been 
trifled with in the parish of Orleans; that 
an effort of deliberate and designing men 
has been attempted npon onr system here, 
calling, as it does, for the condemnation 
and denunciation of every man who vaines 
theVight ol citizenship in the United States 
in whioh we iive.

I most hurry on to another matter. It 
appears that certain votes in the twelfth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth end seven
teenth wards were eaat in favor of certain 
Republican candidates, and that no voting 
for these candidates was had upon the part 
of the Demooratio party with exception of 
the court of Judge Pardee. With reference 
to the session acts of 1874, which have an
nexed the Sixth and Seventh Districts to 
the parish of Orleans, it will appear that 
nnder article eighty-three of the constitu
tion territorial jurisdiction is given to all 
the district courts throughout the parish.

The Sixth and Seventh Districts are part 
of the parish of Orleans, and that ter
ritorial jurisdiction is granted to the courts. 
I see from a communication of Judge Mc
Connell reference is made to act No. 45, ap
proved in 1876. It is supplementary to the 
act of 1874 There is nothing oonflioting 
between these two acts. This seoond act, 
passed in 1876, if it has any object at »U. or 
any effect attached to it, is simply concur
rent in so far as these upper districts are 
concerned with the district oourts of this 
parish.

I present the argument of Jadge Callom 
npon the subject ol the naturalization ot 
foreigners, in whieh he discriminates be
tween the citizenship as regards the nation
al government and the citizenship of the 
State ot L iui-iana. In fact, our constitu
tion makes a distinction. Article 108 says, 
that none but oitizens of the United States 
and ot the State of Louisiana shall be ap
pointed to any office of trust or profit in 
this State. Then it is very plain that there 
is a discrimination and distinction between

the citizen of the United 8tatea government 
and the State of Louisiana.

There is another thing, and it is as to the 
eonrse that haa been adopted jnat prior to 
eleetions, of causing certain witnesses to 
go before the oourts and take ont minor 
papers testifying that the party making 
application lor snob papers came to this 
city before ho was eighteen years of age, 
and therefore entitled to his certificate of 
naturalisation. Tnese are taken ont before 
every eleotion, and perhaps in as large a 
proportion as ninety-five ont of every hon
ored papers issued. These are obtained 
npon fraudaient representations made to 
the courts. I speak advisedly with regard 
to an experience I have had daring an ex
amination before Commissioner Santh- 
worth. In almost every instance where 
the certificate was issued it was 
found ont that it was obtained 
by frandnlent representations. It was 
annonneed in the papers that two 
venires went up, one from the Superior 
Conrt and one from the First District 
Court for the purpose of having juries im
paneled, and not more than lorty-fonr per
sons conld be found. A few days ago, 
when a party was nominated for an office, 
it was discovered that he was not natural
ized until several days after he was nomi
nated. It shows but a very poor regard for 
what has in every country been looked 
npon as the most important right and privi
lege—I -peak of the elective franchise.

Mr. Walker olosed his argument by citing 
list of authorities in snpport ot his 

points.
Judge Spofford and Colonel Zacharie 

made arguments in behalf of the contestées.
Mr. Walker replied, and in conclusion, 

said:
Now, it is not as a disappointed candi

date that these parties are present. There 
is something instinctive in every générons 
mind, in the shape of indignation, that is 
engendered by the contemplation of what 
is wrong and what is reprehensible; and 
when we bring these things to the notice of 
yonr honorable body, aud ask you to 
correct, or apply tbe law to them, so 
far as your discretion and power per
mits you to do, I don’t think it is a 
subject of condemnation upon tbe part 
of anybody else, that it is reprehen 
Bible at all, as to whether they have 
or have not been defeated. I may say that 
the gentlemen who made the announce
ment here are better informed than 1 am.
I have not taken the pains to inquire. I 
have no wire-drawn arguments to make; 1 
have no strings to pnll. But I have a right 
to condemn fraud wherever I meet it; and 
when I meet it stalking at mid-day in the 
streets ot my native eitv I oppose it with 
all the power I have in 'the world. I chal
lenge the vote ot no man who has the right 
under the law to vote, bat I condemn, and 
I repeat it, fraud, and it shall meet with my 
denunciation wherever I see it. It is not the 
honestly naturalized citizens of New Orleans 
that I am talking about. They have a right 
to take their certificates and vote npon 
them ; they are not the parties lam  talking 
about at all. I am talking about fifteen 
hundred men .who pretend to be honest and 
upright citizens. I am talking about twen
ty handred men who have exercised the 
elective franchise at the recent eleotion, 
and it iB in regard to them that 1 ask yon t)  
apply the law ; and thanking you for the 
attention yon have paid me, I now leave 
the matter with yon.

On the conclnaion of the arguments the 
case was taken under consideration, and 
the President announced that the board 
wonld continue with its labors.

Président Wells—Have you completed 
your evidence in the East Baton Rouge 
case, Colonel Zacharie?

Colonel Zacharie—The evidence has not 
been filed, bnt the ballot-boxes are here in 
charge of the clerk, and are sealed up.

President Wells—What do yon desire 
with reference to it!

Colonel Z tcharie—We want you to open 
them in the same manner as was done in 
1874, and take the copies of tbe returns 
wrongfullv deposited in the boxes instead 
of being forwarded to the Secretary of 
State.

President Wells—And place them by the 
returns of the supervisor ?

Colonel Zacharie—Yes, sir. And we also 
ask the same thing in reference to the par
ishes of Tagioahoa and Orlsans. If you re
member, the' returns from these parishes 
were put into the ballot boxes. It seems 
impossible to prevent some ot the commis
sioners from placing the returns in the 
boxes and sealing them up. Under the old 
law it was the custom to make returns to 
the sheriff, and he would take the keys and 
open the box and take ont the returns and 
bave them oompilerl.

President Wells—The board bas doubted 
its authority, although we have sent for the 
boxes, and we have been sustained in that 
rating by Judge Spofford. He says we 
ruled correctly in not going outside of what 
is before us.

Colonel Zaoharie—You will see that he 
didn’t take any position of that kind at all.

President Wells—I think he agreed with 
us. We will prooeed to take action upon 
the Baton Rouge case. We would be glad 
to ascertain yonr object in having the 
boxes brought here.

Governor Wiokliffe—The returns and 
tally sheets, etc., from the parish ot East 
Baton Ronge are looked up in the box, and 
the supervisor has made no return at alt. 
Polls Nos. 4 and 6 are omitted from the 
consolidated statement.

Major Herron—Here are two boxes re
turned by two commissioners. Instead of 
counting the papers and returning them to 
the supervisor, they have locked them up 
iu the box, with the votes sealed up, and 
sent them to the clerk of the court. We 
have found that ..they committed an error, 
and we ask to supply the board with the 
missing returns of those wards. We wish 
to have the boxes opened. You place the 
returns before yon, but the supervisor has 
gone away, and hence we request that the 
boxes be brought and opened. The order 
that yon gave the other day was that the 
seven boxes (those that had been omitted) 
should be brought before the board. All 
seven have been placed in one large box, 
and are in keeping of tbe United States su
pervisor.

President Wells—I am aware of that. 
What 1 wanted to get at was our authority 
tor having these boxes opened and taking 
ont the papers and supplementing any 
omission in the returns. That is the ques
tion before the board. What we want to

get at is, can we go behind what is already 
ere before ne from the supervisor of reg

istration ? The hoard has decided repeat
edly that the returns of the supervisor are 
prima facie evidenoe of what occurred. 
Now, if we take these boxes and examine 
these papers as yon desire us to do. that 
ean be done ; bnt the question is whether it 
gives ns the authority, even after seeing the 
returns, to take them from the supervisor s 
statements to supplsment tho omission with 
them;

Mr. McGloin—Tho law requires you to 
canvass the statement from the commis
sioners.

President Wells—I differ with the gen
tleman. The commissioners send their re
port to the supervisor. He is the medium 
between the commissioners and the board 
of canvassers, and all statements coming 
from the supervisor of registration, as I 
have said before, is prima facie evidence of 
the rtsalt of the election. Hence, wa can 
not go behind that report. We can not 
ignore what he states to us. We must take 
that as the evidence and our guide for our 
decision.

Mr. McGloin—In these particular polls 
the supervisor missed all tbe report as to 
evidence. These polls he does not canvass 
at all.

President Wells—Let ns have the state
ment read, and then we will all bo hotter 
informed.

General Anderson read tho ramarKS ap
pended to the consolidated returns of the 
parish, as follows:

The illegal, informal anil void protended 
statements of votes, written record, tally 
sheets, eto., brought to me from the follow
ing named and designated polling places ot 
this parish, to wit:

Poil No. 1, ward No. 1, the poll estab
lished in the third ward, the poll estab

lished in the fonrth ward, the poll estab
lished in the fifth ward, the poll established 
in tbe sixth ward, the poll established in 
the seventh wsrd, the poll established in 
the eleventh ward, are not inoluded in the 
foregoing oonsclidated statement, and 
hereby file and make part of this statement 
my earnest protest against the documents 
purporting to be a statement of votes, writ
ten records, tally sheets, eto., being made 
in any way a part of the returns of the 
eleotion of the parish of Eaat Baton Rouge, 
for the fo1 lowing reasons:

At poll No. 1, ward No. 2, the commis
sioners of election regnlarly, legally ap
pointed and qualified, were not permitted 
to perform their duties, bnt were * jected 
from the polling place, and no legal or 
valid documents have been received from 
that poll by me. *

At the poll in the third ward no written 
reoord was received. Tbo commissioners 
of election have failed and refused to swear 
to the correctness of the documents trans
mitted.

At the poll established in tbe fourth ward 
all tbe original papers were sealed tip in 
the ballot box, and what purported to be 
copies thereof were brought to me.

At the pell in the fifth ward, one of the 
commissioners rtf ebc'iouwill not qualify 
to the correctness ol the documents so pre
sented. and the other two certify that the 
pretended statements of votes, tally sheets, 
etc., were compiled and made ont from in
formal tally sheets, statements of votes, eto.

At tbs poll in tbe sixth ward all the 
original documents used in making the 
count, consisting of written records, tally 
sheets, poll book or list, were sealed up in 
the ballot box. Tho commissioners will 
not qualify to the correctness cf any other 
papers.

At the poll in tbe seventh ward the state
ment cf votes are incorrectly and inform
ally made out, and the tally sheet does not 
show the offices for which the candidates 
were voted lor in many cases, nor are the 
totals carried out.

At the poll in the eleventh ward no writ
ten record of voters or of persons voting 
has been received, aud the commissioners 
have refused to qualify to the oorrectuess 
of tbe pretended written record forwarded.

Inclosed please find testimony npon 
which tbe foregeing protestis predicated, 
and whieh is hereby made part of my 
sworn statement, and affixed as the law 
requires.

Other testimony wi'I be famished if 
requested. F. A. CLOVER.
Supervisor of Registration Parish of East 

Baton Ronge.
Governor Wiokliffe—What is the date of 

that protest?
General Anderson—Eleventh of Novem

ber, 1876.
Governor Wiokliffe—Is not the copy filed 

in the olerk’e offioe in the parish?
General Anderson—Here is what is in the 

clerk’s office on file: 1, Henry Behrel, clerk 
of tbe conrt, do certify that the within and 
foregoing consolidated statement of votes 
contains ths aggregate and true statement 
of votes cast at polls Nos. 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 12 
and 14, as the same appears from the 
duplicate statements now on file in my 
offioe. In order to make the polling places 
which are assigned in the parish ot Esst 
Baton Ronge at the general election, No
vember 7, conform to tbe numbers on 
tho consolidated statement of votes, 
tbe supervisor has given poll No. 2 of ward 
one of the parish to ward two on the con
solidated statement. Pol! No. 1, ward two. 
has number three; poll No. 2, ward two, 
has number fout: poll No. 1 has nntnber 
ten on the consoliuated statement; poll No.
1, w trd nine, has eleven on the consoli
dated statement: poil No. 1. ward ten, has 
twelve on the consolidated statement, and 
poll No. 1 ward twelve, has fourteen on the 
consolidated statement.

President Wells—Here is the seal affixed 
to the consolidated statement.

Mr. McGloin—Is there any date to tbe 
statement that it is incorporated cn the 
consolidated statement!

General Anderson--Y.es, sir.
Mr. McGloin--'There is a da’e at tbe bot

tom of tbe paper, but the ink at this dis 
tance from the paper looks as though it 
was a different ink from that used to write 
tbe remarks with.

General Andersen—Go around and look 
at it.

Mr. McGloin—We have a certified copy 
of tbe paper, and I call your attention to 
the tact that the ink used iu that consoli
dated statement before you is of different 
colors. There is no testimony to show that 
tbe statement was in the possession of Mr. 
Clover from the eleventh of November. 
Now, we have a oertified copy lrom the 
clerk that this has never been sent, and I 
charge that these remarks have been 
written in since the supervisor made his re
port, and we will famish the evidenoe it 
yon give us an opportunity.

Mr. Gauthreaux- -Section two of the 
eleotion law says that the presiding ofiicer, 
speaking of the Returning Board, shall at 
the meeting of the board provide for the 
canvassing of the returns, and open ia the 
presence of tbe said retnrning officers the 
statement of the commissioner of election, 
and said returning officers shall npon said 
statement canvass and compile the returns 
of the election in duplicate, eto. Here is 
clear authority for your board to take np 
the statement of the' commissioners and ex
amine them and compile from them the 
vote of tbe parish of East Baton Ronge. 
The supervisor himself shows us that there 
are certain polls in that parish at whioh 
votes were reoei ved which he does not re
turn on his consol'dated statement. The 
law does not say that yon shall file the con
solidated statement, hut that you shall file 
the statement of votes made at tbe time of 
the election by the commissioners of elec
tion.

President Wells—Tbo commissioners 
make their returns to the supervisor, and 
he makes his return to us.

Mr. Gauthreaux—But where he fail* to 
make any statement of tho votes, and when 
we come here and oiler to produce them be
fore you—

President Welle—Take him before the 
courts and punish him.

(Monel Zacharie—May I ask one ques
tion? Suppose the supervisor had the only 
returns from East Baton Ronge?

Governor Wells—We should have been 
governed by that return.

Governor Wiokliffe—Could you not call 
npon the officers for their returns?

President Welle—Onr action wonld be 
predicated upon the statement made before 
the board by his consolidated statement to 
the board. The commissioners make their 
returns to him, and he submits his return 
to ns.

Governor Wiokliffe—But he does not see 
proper to make those returns at some of 
the polls.

President Wells—We can’t go behind his 
report and investigate his action.

Governor Wiokliffe—Then the rating 
means this, that it is within the power of 
the supervisor to disfranchise any parish 
by making such otpission?

President Wells—He is bound by tbe 
laws established for punishing offenses of 
this kind, and when the gentlemen desire 
that this thing should he done they must 
go before the courts. We have no author
ity to send for the parties or to pnnûii 
them.

Mr. McGloin—Will you allow us to prove 
that that was not upon the document when 
it was certified by the clerk of the court?

President Wells—I presume you have 
been iurnished with all the evidence that 
has been furnished here to us. You have 
copies of it  ̂ I suppose you have also been 
served with the protests in these contested 
polls.

Mr. McGloin—We have, sir. We can 
prove now that the protest was not on the 
return when the jurat was put there by the 
clerk of the court.

Governor Wiokliffe—And effer to prove 
it.

Mr. McGloin—And continue to ask that 
you will allow us the opportunity. We call 
attention to the fact that the consolidated 
statement omitted the entire statement ot 
votes from this poll, and that in the can
vassing you will canvass what is not in tbe 
consolidated statement.

President Wells—It he fails to make a

return we mnst take no more than is in the 
consolidated statement and acoept it.

Mr. MoGloin—Bat the Almighty has given 
yon eyes with whioh to see it.

President Wells—The board will not ad
mit it. We are not here to be charged with 
improper action.

Mr. McGloin—We are all free, sii I 
President Wells—Thank God, I am as 

free as yon are.
Mr. McGloin—We will see that, eir.
Mr. Ganthreanx—Then the board has 

ruled that this prima faeie case has not 
been made out. We come now with the 
ballot boxes which contain tbe statement 
of votes provided in this section of the law 
just quoted, and we offer them as evidence 
to prove onr case under the rnling of the 
board. The law does not say that you may 
compile the evidence from the statement of 
the supervisor, but it 6ays that you shall, 
at such meeting, open, in the presence of 
the returning officers, the statement of the 
commissioners ot eleotion, and it again says 
that you shall compile from said statement 
of votes. Is does not say anything about 
the consolidated statement in this connec
tion.

President Wells—Read that section, and 
you will see that it requires that the com
missioners shall make their returns to tbe 
supervisor of registration, and the super
visor makes hia return to the returning 
officers.

Mr. Gauthreaux—But in the history of 
this board you have sent for the ballot- 
boxes—you have taken out the returns, and 
we ask you now to do that same thing 
whieh yon did before in a similar case. We 
don’t—

President Wells—We mast adhere to the 
ruling of the board.

Mr. Gauthreaux—We don’t say that you 
shall count them, but you get the returns 
before you and consider them. We don’t 
pretend to dictate what you shall do after 
they are belore you, but in order that you 
may have an opportunity of deciding the 
question we present to yon.

Mr. Kay—I think this difficulty has been 
settled before; the question raised here 
was raised before tbe board two years ago 
in the case of De Soto parish, when no re
turns were made ont at all; the parties in
terested brought the duplicates filed with 
the olerk; the board declined to receive 
them, because they did not come through 
the proper ohannt 1; then they took a man- 
damns from the eourt to compel the board 
to receive the returns that came from the 
olerk; and the conrt decided that the board 
conld only receive them through the chan
nel provided by law, and refnsed to compel 
the board to receive these daplioates; in 
the Lafayette ease, as you will recolleof, 
it seems that the case was like 
this, where the papers had been put 
in tbe ballot boxes whieh the supervisor 
returned to the board. Then the parties 
asked the oourt to oompel tbe parties to 
open them and send them np, and then 
when they were sent up this board could re
ceive them. When tbe boxes were op>en 
two years ago it was done by tbe parties 
interested. I don't see any objection to it. 
Ail of the parties are interested. But the 
question has been settled by the conrte and 
by this board in the case ot De Soto parish, 
where no returns were made.

Mr. McGloin—Does your party make any 
objection now ?

Mr. Ray—lam  merely stating what the 
law is. I am representing the board here, 
and I am merely stating what has been de
cided, and wbat the precedents are tor the 
aotion of the board. I am not argoing on 
behalf of any outside party, but merely 
stating what the law is to sustain the presi
dent ot the board.

Mr. McGloin—How do you know there is 
no objection?

Mr. Ray—The board will recollect that in 
the De Soto ease, they brought the returns 
and laid them on the table before the 
board. The board said, we ean not receive 
them except from the supervisor; that they 
obtained a mandamus to compel the board 
to receive the returns, and the court said 
that tbe board had no authority to receive 
them except through the regular channel. 
Therefore the case is settled. Tbe board 
can act coon nothing except it is 
brought through the regular legal 
channel provided by law. If there are re
turns forwarded to this board bv the super
visor, then it is the duty of the board to ex
amine the returns made by the supervisor 
or the commissioner of « lection, and if any 
informality exists, then the board has the 
right to reject them; but they must come 
from tbe supervisor before this board can 
act on them at all.

President Wells—That will be the ruling 
of the board, and it will adhere to it.

Mr. McGloin—In what capacity do you 
make this argument, Mr. Ray? I wonld like 
to knew.

Mr. Ray—It is not a matter for me to ex
plain to you.

Mr. McGloin—I would like to know in 
what capacity you are here?

Preeident Wells—j t  is not the plaoe for 
you to disease that question.

Mr. McGloin—I am not going into a dis
cussion ot tbe question.

President Wells—Will the gentleman sit 
down and stop this discussion ?

Mr. MoGloin—If the Repablican candi
dates have filed a protest against your pur
suing the same course in the parish of Or
leans as was done in 1872 that is a different 
matter, otherwise yon have no right to 
say it is not by mntnal consent.

Governor Wicklifl'a—The same case arose 
in Tangipahoa when the tenth ward and 
eighth ward returns were locked up in the 
boxes, and the boxes directed to be sent 
wherever yon will prescribe they may be 
sent.

President Wells—I will consider the 
matter.

General Herron—I don’t understand that 
the board has decided the question.

President Wells—The board has decided 
to be governed entirely by the returns of 
the supervisor of registration, and that all 
reports from the commissioners of eleotion 
must coino to this board from the super
visor.

General Herron—I desire permission of 
the board to submit a question not torched 
upon.

Mr. Kay—Iu alluding to the previous de
cisions of the court, and of this body, I 
think I did not state the ease, with the 
facts, as they appeared before the board; I 
understand the supervisor has made 
his report, and has accompanied it 
with the reports made by the com
missioners of » lection to him; Borne 
of these reports he considered were 
in proper shape and form, and has con
solidated them. There were others he did 
not consider, and he did not pnt them on 
his const lid a ted report, but at the same 
time he sent these statements of votes, 
such as they were, improper though they 
were, to this board, to exercise its revis
ing powers over his aotion. Now, yon will 
find that iu the fifth ward, where the defeot 
was that the tally sheets had not been 
made out striotly aooording to law, bnt 
made ont from informal tally sheets, that 
the delect reported by him, as shown by 
the papers, was that one ol the commis
sioners, after tho boxes had been banded to 
the clerk, refused to give the tally sheets 
that had been sworn to at the polls to the 
other commission ers in order that they might 
make a report; for that reason those re
turns will show secondary evidence, b ut 
which was produced to the supervisor on 
account of the delinquency and offense of 
one of the commissioners himself. That is 
one defeet. I will say, that in every instance 
ths board will find accompanying consoli
dated reports defective papers; so consid
ered by the supervisor, who is only a min
isterial officer: receiving the returns, com
piling them, and his idea of what the 
proper compilation is; it is true, sending 
the means to the board of correcting it, 
whether lie has given too much or too lit
tle, bv the accompanying documents 
of ’ the commissioner!-; all these are 
before the board; and notably iu the 
fourth and sixth wards, his report tells 
tho board that ho has not com
piled tho returns, from the fact
that the proper papers were locked 
up in the boxes. Bat he 6tates the fact that 
he received the returns ; facts, it is true, 
important; but then the regular returns

were looked up in the box, and now yon 
order tka box before yon ; it seems to me 
that without the order of the board it 
wonld be perfectly competent for this board 
to take the boxes and perform the simple 
doty, and get the reports referred to by 
the supervisor himself. I don’t think it 
wonld be transcending the law or violating 
any previous rnling of this board ; I will 
submit the question.

President Wells—It has a tendency to 
widen the range of the discussion, and it 
se ems to me that we have not tbe time to 
give onr attention to it, and hence, we mnst 
adhere to the rnling of the board.

Governor Wiokliffe—May I ask what dis
position yon have made of the vote of Red 
River? g

President Wells—It has been opened, bnt 
nothiog'done with it. There is a general 
protest in that ease. We will take these 
things now ander consideration and delib
erate upon them and examine the papers, 
and if there ia anything wrong we will try 
and give you the information where the 
wrong ia, if we construe there is a wrong.

Governor Palmer—Onr attention has 
been called to two. Are there more than 
two?

President Wells—I ean not remember. 
There is a protest by Raford Blunt, a can
didate himself defeated, though not by the 
supervisor.

Governor Wiekliffe—Grant parish was 
before tbe board. Have y on taken it ander 
advisement?

President Wells—We have taken no ac
tion, and have no opinion.

Governor Wickliffe—I wonld ask the 
board to take action upon it so that we may 
know what to do.

President Wells—Yon shall know in time. 
Mr. McGloin—I want to know how you 

are going to act npon the ruling regarding 
protests coming up from the supervisors at
tested by three witnesses; if yon are going 
to only receive the protests in that way, or 
receive them generally as you have done in 
the ease of Packard and Blount?

Preeident Wells—Whenever protests are 
supported by the proper evidenoe they will 
be received, and we will be the judges of 
the evidence introduced to snpport the 
protest.

Mr. McGloin—You don’t intend to abide 
by the law whioh requires protests to oome 
up in that way?

President Wells—This case goes over for 
onr consideration, and the board stands ad
journed until to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock.

C'ewdon’a Canal.
Last night there was a meeting of the 

Barataria canal directors and oitizens in As
sembly Hall to hear the address of Captain 
John Cowdon, the projector of the scheme. 
This gentleman was introdnoed by Mr. 
Bronson Bayliss, who made a few appro
priate remarks relative to the merits of the 
undertaking, and the reason the public 
should hear Captain Cowdon, who began 
his leotnre by sayiog that the Barataria 
canal is the only permanent gateway to the 
sea. As it affords as much water as is 
found in any other part, is more reliable 
and cheaper, it will be a safe and paying in
vestment to its author, however successful 
be other means of openiog a way to the sea. 
Captain Cowdon then read a table of the 
expenses of a ship at New Orleans, showing 
the same to be $11.308, nearly $10 a ton, one- 
half ol whioh will be saved by the Barataria 
canal. The annual tonnage would be 
10,000.000 tons, and the canal wonld be paid 
for in a year. He next read statistics relative 
to the increased tonnage of New Orleans, 
as compiled by the Senate Committee on 
transportation. He showed that in the 
States ol Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri, 
etc., tbe amount of grain grown in 1850 was 
2,370.000 bushels; in 1870 this increased to 

735,000 bushels, while in 1875 it was 
doubled- In 1876 the amonnt of grain 
grown in the United States was 1,650,198 
bushels, of whieh over 1.372,000 was raised 
in the States of the Ohio and Mississippi 
valleys. He showed what this wonld be 
worth when the Barataria canal was 
opened. It matters not who is elected king 
or emperor il this oanal is bnilt; it will 
work well for the Soath. Captain Cowdon 
tfcen showed the plan of the proposed canal, 
and illustrated it by a map giving the loca
tion, distances, eto., of the route. Dredging 
and guard walls, like ante the same at the 
entrance to the Suez canal, wonld be nec
essary on the bar at the sea, where the 
present depth of water is only ten feet, bnt 
lorry feet would be easily gained. Captain 
Cowdon also explained the advantages of 
this canal, the building ol wbiob, as com
pared with the Suez, is merely child’s play, 
the entire cost of the enterprise being only 
$5,500,000.

Remarks were elio made by Colonel 
Minor Meriwether, Colonel F. A. Tyler and 
others, indorsing what Captain Cowdon 
had said respecting the great enterprise.— 
Memphis Appeal.

Advance la American Wheat. 
Ordinarily this is the dull season ot the 

year in the grain trade. Through Novem
ber and December dealers and snippers are 
accustomed to cheer themselves with the 
assurance that with the new year trade 
will revive. Sometimes this is the case, bnt 
more frequently the revival is postponed 
until February or March. But this season has 
proved exceptional, and within a compara
tively short period the demand for wheat 
has greatly increased at an advance in price 
of from five to ten cents per bushel. This 
is attributed to two causes—the war rumors 
trom Europe and a short Ameriean supply. 
As is usual when the market is affected by 
by two or more influences working in the 
same direction, it is difficult to estimate 
their several effects.

On Saturday, a Tribune reporter con
versed on the" subject with many of the 
leading grain merchants and exporters, all 
of whom gave their opinions freely, agree 
ing as to the condition of the market, bnt 
differing somewhat as to the relative in
fluence of war rnmors and the short 
crop. There was an average yield 
of winter wheat, but the spring wheat 
cron was from one-quarter to one-third 
short. This was caused by the drouth, 
whioh prevented the fall development of 
the kernel, and caused it to ripen prema
turely. As a result the crop was never 
gathered m a better condition; it is per
fectly dry, and will keep in all weathers. 
Tbe shortness of the crop did not inflaaaee 
prices until war rumors from Europe opdwd 
a prospect of increased demand. Dealers 
had been content to carry light stocks, and 
exporters tilled their foreign orders at their 
leisure. When an increased foreign demand 
seemed probable larger stocks were laid in, 
and haste was made in filling orders. This 
tended to stiffen prices, and maintain the 
advance which had beenoaused by the first 
warlike dispatches. It was estimated by 
an exporter who bad a branch house in 
Liverpool that there were not less than 
2,000,000 Quarters of wheat (18,000,000 
bushels) now afloat on the way from Ameri
can to European ports; a large part of this 
was from California and Oregon. Many 
gentlemen with whom the reporter talked 
were of the opinion that though the advance 
was the direct result of war rumors,it was 
not of a speculative nature, but that the ru 
mors had simply hastened a natural pro
cess; that the price of wheat was not above 
its intrinsic value, nor greater than it would 
have been in a few months without the aid 
of war rumors. Others took a different 
view. Wheat could not be exported, they 
6aid, at present prices without a loss of sev 
eral cents per bushel, and whenever that 
was the case the price was speculative 
was tho opinion of these gentlemen that re 
ports of well assured peace prospects would 
send prices down very materially, though 
the advance hail not been so great as to 
create any danger of a panic.—A etc York 
Tribune.

A railroad ticket office was recently 
broken open in New Hampshire and 700 
tickets were stolon. The rascals will next 
be trving to steal a ride.

D’Atalie, the strong man, should have 
been a dentist. He was celled “the man 
with the eye on j*w.”

OUACHITA INNOCENTS ABROAD g y  T E L E G R A P H n  

THE NIGHT VISIT TO ELIZA PINKSTON T H E  S I T U A T I O N .

Matter* la Saaili Carallna-The D ra w  
crate Steal the State Heaee—The C ea . 
ma ad la s General Farce* Them t* Give 
It Up—A Pretest fram a Brace or Con
federate Brigadiers.

Columbia, S. C., November 30.—The 
Democratic House took peaoeable posses
sion of the State legislative hall at their 
regular hour of convening (eleven o’clock; 
this morning, and proceeded to work under 
their organization. The Repablican Hoorn 
entered, tbe hall at twelve o’clock, their regu
lar hoar of meeting. Both Speakern are on 
the stand, Wallace (Democrat) in the chair, 
and Mackey (Republican) at the olerk’e 
desk. A debate is progressing. R jpnblioan 
members Hamilton and Myers denounce 
the aotion cl the Repnblioan House as ille
gal and unconstitutional. Everything is 
peaceable, and good temper prevails. No 
person* are allowed in tbe ball except mem
bers. The Democrats are cheerful and con
fident. The Republicans are anxious and 
dispirited. Some of their members say 
they want a settled government, and are 
for South Carolina rather than for the men 
who have rained her.

The situation is but little changed at the 
Slate House. Good humor prevails on both 
sides.

Some reports are being made at com 
promise whioh may result satisfactorily.

About 3 P. M , General Roger sent his 
staff officer to the Speaker’s stand and noti
fied the Democratic Speaker, Wallace, that 
at twelve o’clock to-morrow the Demo
cratic members from Edgefield would not 
be permitted on the floor of the Honse. 
Upon the receipt of that order the follow
ing letter was immediately sent:
General T. H. Unger, Commanding United States 

Troop» ia S ju in  Carolina:
D ea r  S ir —We have just heard, through 

Major McGinnis, of your staff, your order 
com municated to Mr. Wallace, epeaker of the 
House of Representatives, that at twelve 
o’olock to morrow the members elect from 
EJgefield would not be allowed npon the 
floor of the Home. To eey that we are sur
prised at each an order, after the explana
tions and pledgee made by you to each one 
of ns, is to use very mild language. When 
the outrage of Taeeday lu t  was committed 
by the placing of armed sentinels a t the 
door of the House of Representative«, who 
decided npon the admission of member« to 
their seats, and when the provisions of the 
constitution and the decision of the Supreme 
Court were brought to yonr attention, yon 
distinctly and warmly asserted, again 
and again, that yonr orders were 
misunderstood; that yon had not in
tended so have sentinels at the door of the 
hall, and that yon bad not and did not in
tend to assume to decide npon the legality 
of any man’s seat or npon his right to enter 
the hall. Yon were then reminded by ns 
that vour guard received instructions from 
ooe Dennis, a citizen and partisan of Gov
ernor Chamberlain, to admit parties upon 
bis own pass or that of one Jones, and 
had through armed forces excluded all 
Democrats from the hall until Repnblioan 
organization was completed. Yon assured 
ns again that such were not your orders; 
yon were told by ns that notwithstanding 
the perpetration of this inexpressible shame 
npon our free institutions and the rights of 
the people the evils conld etui be 
remedied withont any violenoe or blood
shed by the simple withdrawal of yonr 
gnard from the doors of the hall; that 
the Democratic members wonld strnggla 
with tbe Republicans, and by a majority 
of votes decide all questions in aooordanoe 

ith law, or usages of legislative bodies. 
You stated that no troops should be at tbe 
door and that' ander no ciroamstanoee 
wonld you interfere, except there should 
occur a eerjous disturbance of the pesos. 
You affirmed your determination to exer
cise no supervisory control whatever over 
the body or bodies claiming to be the 
Honse of Representatives. All this occurred 
on yesterday. Last night, in a later inter
view a  ith Senator Gordon, yon made the 
same assurances, and. this morning, after 
both bodies were assembled in the hall, 
you assured Ganeral Hampton that ander 
no ciroamstancea would you interfere ex
cept to keep the peace. What now can 
justly measure our astonishment at 
the issuance of such an order 

the one just sent by yon? There 
no breach of the peace and 

no prospect ot its disturbance. Yon had it 
officially brought to your knowledge that 
absolute good hnmor prevails in that hall. 
We can not refrain from expressing the ap
prehension that the fact that a number of 
eading Republicans are taking issue with 

the legality of tbe prooeedings by the Re
publican Honse has changed your views as 
to your line of doty. It is proper that we 
should say, in conclusion, that we relied 
npon yonr honor as a man and yonr char
acter as a soldier to maintain yonr pledged 
position of non-intervention. The Demo
cratic members from Edgefield and Lanrens 
are entitled to their seats by the j ndgmen t of 
the Supreme Court of this State, and we have 
advised them to remain in that hall until 
removed by yonr troops, that the issue may 
be made in this centennial year of Amer
ican independence whether we have a gov
ernment of law, as oonetrued by courts, or 
a centralized despotism whose only law is 
force. Let the American people behold tha 
spectacle of a Brigadier General of tho 
army seated by the side of Governor Cham
berlain in a room of the State House and 
issuing his orders to a legislative body 
peacefully assembled in one of tbe original 
thirteen commonwealths of this Union. 

Respectfully yours,
J. B. GORDON,
WADE HAMPTON,
A. C. HASKELL.

These three gentlemen had been in con
ference with General Roger yesterday and 
to-day.

The courts in South Carolina did nothing 
yesterday.

The Republican Honse, by a vote of 
forty-five to fourteen, seated the Barnwell 
delegation.

Tbe Senate recognized the Republican 
Honse by amending their joint resolution 
to oanvass the vote for State officers.

Fire Repnblioan members admitted from 
Barnwell county are negroes. Two Repnb- ' 
lioan members protested.

After argument in the habeas corpus 
case, Judge Bond said he would take time 
to consider the oaae. The marshal retains 
the canvassers in onstody.

The Senate has postponed nntil Monday 
consideration of the rule identical with the 
twenty-seoond joint rule of Congress. This 
is considered to be an advantage gained to 
tbe Democrats. Three Repnblioan Sena
tors aie watohing closely the direction of 
affairs in the Repnblioan Honse.

The admission of the five Barnwell Re
publicans yesterday gives the Republicans 
sixty-four votes, a dear majority even if 
124 votes be called a full noose. Aiken 
eonnty, with four votes, and Abbeville, 
with lour votes, are also protested and may 
be reported on in the same way.
A Democratic Yeraloa of the Florida 

Case.
Tallahassee, November 30 —The board 

met. The Democrats claim that besides the 
points of irregularity in the altered Baker 
county returns, the justice of the peace who 
signed it had been appointed since the 
election.

Tbe Alachua county testimony created 
great excitement. Tbe Democrats first of
fered proof that the alleged affidavit from 
Green K. Moore, purporting to deny certain 
tacts in another affidavit he had made, was 
dated and executed on tbe twentieth, while 
the affidavit that he proposed to retract and 
correct was dated and executed on the 
twenty-third.

They then pronounced the affidavits par- 
porting to be from Fliyd Dukes a square 
forgery. 'They then introduced M -esrs. 
Moore and Dakes as witn-eaes. Mr. Moore 
swore specifically that all the points iu his 
affidavit of the twenty-third were true; 
that he had stated the iaots therein con
tained openly time and again; that he was

Depositions and Statem ents o f W it-

One of the Democratic attorneys having 
demanded of the Returning Board an in
vestigation of the mysterious visit by three 
white men at the house where lies poor 
Eliza Pinkston and also sojourns Cora Wil
liams, occasion is taken to gratify the pub
lic with information. The United States 
Marshal is satisfied from the representa
tions of the police that the object of the ob- 
truders was either to abduct or kill Eliza, 
bnt that they fled npon discovering the 
danger of exposure. There is something 
dastardly in tho method of approach upon 
the two women, that ia certain. The depo
sitions of Mrs. Pinkston, Mrs. Williams, 
and the statement of Mrs. Jones and Dow 
Hnnley are.appended. The police have yet 
another report to make, which has not yet 
come to hand:

State of Louisiana, parish of Orleans, 
city of New Orleans.—Personally appeared 
betöre me, J. W. Quinn, assistant jndge 
First Mumoipal Police Conrt, and jnstioe of 
tbe peace duly commissioned and sworn, 
Eliza Pinkston, of the parish ol Ouachita, 
who being duly sworn deposes and says: 
That on the twenty-eighth day of Novem
ber, A. D. 1876, between the hours of 8 and 
9 P. M., one Hugh Yonng, residing in tbe 
parish of Oaachita, came into mv room, 
situated on Gravier street, No. 292, and 
spoke to a person by the name of Cora 
Williams, also of the parish of Ouachita, 
attending npon me in my illness. The said 
Hugh Young said to her, “Cora, I would 
like to see you. Do you want to go home, 
and live when yon get there?” Cora’s 
answer was, “I expeot to live there when 
I get back there.” He (the said Hugh 
Yonng) then asked Cora Williams, “What 
man was sitting there; Cora’s answer was, 
“Ie ia a man from the same parish we are 
from.” Tbe said Hugh Yonng then called 
Cora ontaide and held a conversation with 
her that I did not hear, I being afraid, 
knowing that said Hugh Yonng was an 
ancle to Dr. Yonng, one of the persons 

’connected with the murder of my husband, 
rolled oat of my bed and down the atalrs to 
get where I conld be protected from any 
assault by bim, aa I considered my life in 
danger by hia presence.

her
ELIZA X PINKSTON, 

mark.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 

twenty ninth day of November, in the year 
of our Lord, 1876.

J. W. QUINN,
Assistant Jndge First Municipal Police

Conrt, city of New Oi leans.
State of Louisiana, parish of Orleans, 

city of New Orleans.—Personally appeared 
before me, James W. Quinn, assistant judge 
of the First Municipal Police Conrt, and 
justice of the peace duly commissioned and 
■worn, Cora Williams, a resident of the 
parish ol Ouachita, who, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says: Thut on the twenty- 
eighth of November, between the hours of 
8 and 9 P. M., I was sifting in the room on 
Gravier street, No. 292, with Eliza Pink
ston, also a resident of the parish ol 
Oaachita, who was in bed very ill, when 
the land 1 »dy came in and told me that there 
was a white gentleman who desired to see 
me. When the man came in I recognized 
Hugh Young, a resident of tue parish of 
Oaachita. He said to me, “How are yon, 
Cora?” I said to him, “How are alt at home, 
Mr. Yonng?” He answered, “I have 
been down here abont two or three 
weeks.” He got np immediately and 
said: “Cora, I want to see yon.” I fallowed 
him on the gallery. His left band was in 
his pocket, and his right hand thrown back 
back under his coat tail, as if to draw some
thing from there. He eaid to me when we 
reached the gallery: “Do yon know the 
I reutlemen who whipped yon!” I answered: 
“Yes. sir.” He asked me: “Who are they?’’ 

replied: “They are white men.” He then 
asked me did I know their names. I an
swered that I knew their names, and they 
were white men. He then eaid to me: “You 
had better mind how you talk down here.”
I eaid I did mind how I talked. He asked 
me how I came down here. I told him that 
I was guarded down here by the soldiers. 
He then told me he wonld be
back directly, and went ont of the house in 
the street. I fellow ed him ont, and saw 
him beckon to two men who were 
hidden behind the door steps next door to 
my residence, to come on; when the two 
men came ont from behind the steps I 
recognized Joe Swan and Dr. Yonng, both 
residente of the parish ot Onaobita in this 
State; all three of them went up Gravier 
street, toward Fraiiklin street, and oat of 
my eight.

her
CORA X WILLIAMS, 

mark.
Sworn to and snbfcribed before me this 

twenty-ninth day of November, A. D. 1876.
J. W. QUINN,

Assistant Jndge, First Municipal Police 
Conrt.
Mrs. Jones states:
I reside at No. 292 Gravier street; on the 

night of the twenty-eighth instant, at about 
the hour of half past eight o’olock in the 
evening, I saw the person called Mr. Hugh 
Young and two other men on the gallery, 
and as I passed them by they held down 
their heads.

Dow Hnnley says:
I reside at No. 292 Gravier street; on the 

night of tbe twenty-eighth instant, at 
about tbe lour of 8:30 P. M. I was at the 
time in the room in company with Cora 
Ann Williams and Eliza Pinkston; I saw a 
man enter the room, who said: “Good even
ing, Cora;” she answered: “Good evening,
Mr. Yonng;” 1 watched him oloeely; he had

.........................i pocket, and hia ri '
hand under his cost; ne directed all his at
his lefc hand in his pocket, and his right

is at
tention toward thé bed while speaking
with Cora, and appeared very mach ex
cited, and said: “Cora, do yon know the 
men that whipped you np there?” She an 
swered: “Yes, sir, I do know;” he then 
asked her who they were; she answered, 
“They were white men;” he then remarked, 
“Yon had better mind how yon talk, for I 
have yonr testimony in writing; yon want 
to go home, and you want to live after you 

et there ; he then said: “I will be back 
ireotly with a couple of more men;” he 

did not remain bnt a short time, and mv 
idea was that he wanted to get the sick 
woman (Eliza Pinkston) ont to kill her.

Now let Messrs. Palmer, Julian and their 
Northern confreres report on their return 
North that some of their partisan brethren 
here are not content to war on a poor 
woman in Oaachita until they almost stamp 
and shoot the life out of her, but must even 
hound her, shattered and frightened, to 
New Orleans, ridicule her woes and assail 
her character before the Returning Board 
and go bail for the men ehe has charged 
with having been implicated in the wanton 
wrongs dealt to her and hers. Let ex-Gov- 
ernor Palmer extol this chivalry to the 
North, if he can. Perhaps, however, hie 
instincts of humanity aro stronger than his 
zeal as a partisan.

Travelers on the Metropolitan railway i 
Loudon have been greatly annoyed recently 
by “howling swells,” a party of noisy gen
tlemen who amuse themselves by yelling 
and shouting learfuliy whenever the train 
they are in enters a tunnel. Two of the 
gang were captured and given into onstody, 
but got off by the payment of three shillings 
each. o o im s u m *  o n  m e a T u  ra o M .)


