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P O L IT IC A L . N O T ES

First Democrat—“Well, J  udge, your oom- 
mittoemen have done good work. I read 
the figures in the papers, and see wo have 
got the d—d Radicals after alL The peo­
ple are grateful, sir; the people are grate­
ful.”

Second Democrat—“Those majorities, in­
dorsed as they are by distinguished men 
who once were Republicans but are now 
noting with the Democratic party, must 
convince, sir, tbe nation, sir, of the justice 
of our cause. I may say, sir, and without 
flattery, that judge, the country is saved. 
Let's take a drink.”

The Judge—“Tea, gentlemen, we have 
made a great advance. ’With proper en- 
ergy from now until 1878 we can elect a 
Legislature which will impeach Packard 
and hia hireling erew. and restore ns to onr 
rights. Thank you, I will.”

Three drinks are imbibed in silence, and 
a t least two disgusted patriots temporarily 
withdraw from politics.

Of course there is no intimidation in 
Morehonee. The witnesses beforo the Re­
turning Board have sworn so, acd the 
Democratic organ has simply prayed for an 
opportunity to write an obituary upon the 
daring Republicans who testified to the 
contrary. But there is patriotism in More­
house, and of a quality as liery as Nasby’s. 
I t  is to be hoped it will b9 kept as well in 
hard, so that neither a deputy marshal nor 
a straight jacket will be needed for the 
editor of the Clarion. Ho fears that if 
General Nicholls should be depiived of the 
proud privilege of appointing tax collectors 
for Morehouse, that—

We are forced to believe that we are not 
living under a government for the people, 
bnt for the Republican party. Oh, spirits of 
Washington and Franklin! gnide and direct 
us in this hour of onr peril. We are goaded 
to madness, bat may no mad act of ours 
cause ns to forget the noble deeds of our 
revolutionary sires !

Issaker Gavitt's bomb-proof proviso is 
well matched here.

When there are distinguished visitors in 
the State, and the Democracy is on its good 
behavior as it were, what can be more irri­
tating to the sonl of an expeotant patriot 
than for tbe yonng and nnterrified bull­
dozer to exhibit his lively instincts in 
publio. Jastremski, the Democratic mayor, 
is tbe Herr Lengel of the Baton Rouge 
bulldozer menagerie; but this lion tamer 
had to come to New Orleans to testify to 
the peacefulness of his animals and the 
pnrity of the election, when they at once 
ÿroke ail bonnds. On Sunday “ the boys” 
were just hungry for a nigger or a Radical, 
and made the town hideous with their 
orgies and dangerous with reckless pietoi 
firing.

▲  private letter from there says all de­
cent people are disgnsted anil heart-sick 
with Democratic rale and that even the 
bulldozer's defender (the Advocate) has 
been constrained to call a halt upon this 
vile lawlessness

When the entire facts of the Louisiana 
election and the preceding campaign are 
given to tbe country, in the conclusive 
form they will be in a few days, and one 
which will famuli an army of half a mil* 
lion of men to defend Republicanism in 
this State if need be—it is not to be expected 
that the arraignment will be attacked. Not 
a  bit of it. The Democracy will at once 
assail the characters of the witnesses, the 
Republican managers and the gentlemen 
who are the medium of developing the ap­
palling astrocities committed already, and 
in anticipation, has tbe assault begun. Tbe 
Times raises its voice in “bloody Caddo’’ 
iu denunciation of John Sherman as “a 
country pettifogging lawyer,” although 
be has served a dozen years in the 
Senate representing the great Backeye 
State; Garfield is dnbed “a great 
man” with many earcastic exclamation 
points; while Eugene Hale, Job Stevenson, 
Stoughton. Stanley Matthews, Governor 
Noyes and tbe temainder of tlia visiting 
Republicans are bunched as “men of no 
reputation” and “mostly Grant’s obscure 
friends.” The same enthusiastic and en* 
lightened journal can find no language too 
exuberant for depicting the manif* Id vir­
tues of Julian, Trumbull, Palmer, Doolittle 
and the other Democratic lights who are 
depended on to save Louisiana end the of­
fices to the Democracy.

This eort of slobber may deceive a few 
narrow-minded Southern partisans, but in­
telligent peoplo throughout the country 
will be reminded of the showman's famous 
ostrich who, when danger threatened, 
buried its head in the eand and whistled 
defianoe at the foe through its tail feathers.

The bloody spirit of civil war seems to 
wholly possess the mind of the editor of the 
Houston Age. Texas is rather out of the 
line of march of devastating armies, which 
may make it rather safe and cheerinl to 
warlike natures there, but still snoh ex­
tracts as we quote are indicative of a spirit 
of hate to the government that conquered 
their former treason which is rife through­
out the South. This is the Age’s latest idea 
of the situation:

By the utterance of a single word, Tilden 
oonld lead a military power that would in­
sure his own right and those of the millions 
of the Northern men who cast their ballots 
for him in the late election.

If, therefore, the ides of March should wit­
ness’ a usurper thrust upon the country, or 
-General Grant seizing on the government, it 
is expecting too mnoh of hum an natnre to be­
lieve that these outrages on popular rights 
will not be followed by a terrible, bloody 
and general war—not between sections, but 
parties-and wherein every State would be 
a military c»rap, every county a battlefield. 
In spite of the wishes of every good citizen 
to the contrary, it looks as it the republic 
•were on the brink of civil conflict, to be 
followed either by a total disruption of the 
government into fragments, or its erection 
into a strong, central, military despotism.

The old scheme of the “Empire of Texas’’ 
looms up strongly in the closing sentence'

The idea that a naturalized citizen is not 
eligible to the rights conferred by Louisi­
ana citizenship until the lapse of a year 
from the time of receiving his national pa­
pers—raised by certain candidates in an 
appeal to the Returning Board—is to re­
ceive a final6< lation. wo aro informed.

A member supposed to be elected to the 
Legislature on the Democratic ticket, and 
who became -naturalized just prior to re­
ceiving his nomination, w ill bo contes .ed 
by a Republican on the grounds of ineligi 
bility. This will furnish a legislative 
opinion of the point in dispute.

A coroner claiming election on tho Demo­

te test biz rights in the eonrts on the 
groand that he became a citizen bat a few 
weeka prior to his so-called election. This 
will permit of a conclusive jndioial decision 
of this interesting and important question.

Mr. Sothern treated a large audience at 
the Varieties Theatre last night to a new 
personation of character in a play never 
before acted in this city. The hero in “A 
Hornet’s Nest,” played by the star, is a 
wealthy yonng man of England, a thor­
oughly good fellow, who is surrounded by 
all sorts of people who believe they are 
^uceessfnlly playing upon him, imposing 
upon his good natnre and politely robbing 
him. There is a blustering, threadbare old 
General who sells S2>oonbill what is 
supposed to be worthless land; a
broker who nukes him take dia. 
mouds thought to be worthiest; a turfite 
who thinks he is swindling the yonng man 
at betting on the wrong horse; a yonng 
snob who borrows money and proposes to 
marry his niece; a man-hunting widow 
who makes up her mind to marry the rich 
yonng man whether he will or not. These 
people are given loose reins and invite 
themselves to be at home in SpoonbiTs 
house. lie stoops to conquer, or rather ap­
pears the fool to fool his tormentors. 
There is about him only one true friend, 
his pretty cousin, and she believes 
him to be half a fool, with lu­
cid intervals. But the General’s land 
turns eut to be a fortune in holding a 
coal mme, the diamonds are real and vain- 
able to the surprise of the bioker, the right 
horse wins, the money borrower is humbled 
and does not get the yonng lady, the widow 
is ennbbed, and Spoonbill sets the whole 
crowd by the ears. The comedy, or rather 
farce, is full of pnns and good things from 
beginning to end. It is full of dinner table 
talk and was concocted by Mr. H. J. Byron 
and Mr. Sothern nimself in their merry mo 
mente. The comedy appears to have 
been commenced in the middle and written 
both ways. Those who vaine a plot in a 
play will look for the motive which influ­
enced Spoonbill. They will say why did he 
not kick the pests ont of his honse and be a 
man in the first act. The only answer to 
that is that if the hero had been sensible at 
first he would have spoilt a very amnsing 
comedy. There is no plot to it, and no mo­
tive for the action except amusement. In 
the last set is a neat bit of comedy 
acting which rises above the gen­
eral tenor of the piece. It is the 
love scene between Spoonbill and hia 
cousin Carrie. In this Miss Linda Dietz 
shows herself to be a charmiDg little actress 
who ably seconds Mr. Sothern’s happy 
acting. “A Hornet’s Nest” will make an­
other andienoe laugh to-night, and on Wed­
nesday “David Garrick” will be played, 
and then “Home,” Thursday.

Professor M. Hartz, the wonderful ma* 
gioian, and his accomplished lady, a supe­
rior pianist, entertained a fine audience last 
night at Grünewald Hall. The professor’s 
trioks are all new and completely mystify 
those who see them. His entertainments 
will continue for two weeks.

The great Herrman, a magician who 
needs no introduction to onr readers, will 
perform at the Opera House on Saturday 
night for tbe benefi: of those who lately 
suffered by fire in this city.

Next Monday the little folks will have a 
chance to see a fine circne, and older folks 
will gladly renew acquaintance with the 
actors of the sawdust arena. Tbe masses 
are generally better pleased with circus 
than with dramatio entertainments, per­
haps beoause of tho two classes of perform, 
ers they see more and bear lees of the 
bare back actor. Howe’s London oirens 
is coming, and with it Sanger’s Eng­
lish menagerie. The riders, tumblers and 
jokers of the one are agile, skillful and 
funny; the animals of the other are plentiful 
and moral. The ring will be canvased on 
Rocheblave street, near Canal, and the 
great show will show one week.

C ourt I tem s.

Judge Billings was occupied yesterday in 
the United States Circuit Court in endeav­
oring to complete the panel of jurors. 
Twenty-four oniv were obtained.

The Supreme Court yesterday rendered a 
few important decisions. Among them is 
the Earle and Garvey case, where the ac­
cused get a fifth trial on the ground that 
the confession should have been proved to 
have been voluntary instead of calling on 
the defense to ebow it was compulsory. 
The private market men in the case ot 
Barthe have gained their point, and may 
bond the injunctions against them. Numer­
ous points of practice are settled, and two 
of them appear rather strict and harsh.

J o ck ey  Club R a ces  T o-d ay .
Tho races to-day. to commence at two 

o’clock, will be, first, a two mile dash for 
three year olds: (the second a mile dasb, 
handicapped; the third race, two mile 
heats. The pool selling laet night was 
quite brisk. For the first race, Henry 
Owens and Clemmie G brought $100, 
Donaugh $25, and Uncle Tom $10. 
For the second race Redmond sold 
for tOO, Coronilia $13, Falmouth f 
and Port Leonard $1. In the third race 
General Harney appears to he the favorite 
two mile horse. Pool buyers paid $70 for 
Harney, $13 each for War Jig and Fair 
Play, and $3 each for Whipsaw and Qui­
nine. They wore sold many times over in 
different pools, with but little comparative 
variation from the above rates. A better 
attendance is looked for at the races to-day.

T be ItetnrnlDK B oard .
The Board of Returning Offioers have 

been hard at werk, und probably endeav. 
ored to finish yesterday, though it was not 
absolutely necessary that they should pro­
mulgate the result of the election to-day. 
As is patent to everybody who carries a 
fair and wei'-balanced mind in his head 
there are many points that require carefal 
consideration and much deliberation that 
justice to all may bo attained.

t'undicg Board.
A large amount of catstanding bonds, on 

which application for landing has been 
made, not having been acted on, the hold- 
era have become impatient, and addressed 
the Governor ca the subject in a public let­
ter. That it may be determined whether 
their claims are just or not, a session of the 
beard will be called ia a few days.

T h » D em ocrat* S ta r t  S o  M any th e R epub­
lican» a r e  K e p t B aey—A Thorough*
g o la g  D en ia l o f  the Enquirer Y arn
A boat H a y e s  and  R ob erts .

In explanation of the brief dispatch in 
the Republican of Sunday, the following 
is copied from tbe Cincinnati Times of Sat 
nrday evening. It is a special from its 
Colnmbns correspondent:

The Enquirer’s sensational special from 
here in regard to an alleged conference ot 
Governor Hayes with representative South­
erners, with a view to effecting a compro­
mise, oomes ont in a very thin lines when 
carefully investigated.

Two weeks ago the New Orleans Times 
contained a paragraph to tbe effect that 
there was a disposition manifested among 
Sonthern Democrats to treat Northern Dem­
ocrats with the indifference they had suf­
fered from the latter for sixteen years. 
Last night W. H. Roberts, editor ot that 
paper, stopped here, and a sharp Enquirer 
reporter came on the same train from Cin­
cinnati. The two pretended not to be 
acquainted with each other while here, but 
it was evident they had a common mission 
here and a job to put up. The result ot 
yesterday’s operations was the dispatch in 
tbis morning’s Enquirer. The conversation 
reported at the dinner table between Hayes, 
Comlyand Roberts is the product ot a fer­
tile répertoriai imagination. No such con­
versation took place, and the language at­
tributed to Governor Hayes was never used 
by him. The statement that Hayes said he 
wished to shake himself clear of Grantiam 
and Sonthern carpet-baggers, and give 
South Carolina and Louisiana their State 
governments in return for tbe electoral 
vote of those States, is the veriest flap­
doodle. The Enquirer reporter took his 
report probuhly irorn Mr. Roberts.

The facts are these: Colonel l oberts ar­
rived here yesterday, was met by General 
Comly and taken to his house for dinner to 
meet Governor Hayes. The three gentle­
men took dinner af General Comly’s.bouse. 
It was an informal affair entirely. About 
the great lot of letters Mr. Roberts is said 
to have had, the troth is, that he had jast 
two—one from Job Stevenson and one from 
Halstead. These two letters merely intro­
duced Roberts as the editor of a Democratic 
paper and a gentleman, but said nothing 
abont a conference or anything of the sort. 
Halsted added, in his letter, that Roberts, 
though a Democrat, showed a disposition 
to represent fairly tbe condition of things 
in Louisiana.

Roberts’ conversations was mostly abont 
Louisiana. Governor Hayes said very little. 
Roberts did most all the talking. Hayes 
was not asked, nor did he give, his opinion 
concerning Southern Republicans, either as 
a class or as individuals. Most positively 
Grant, or his administration, or Gratism, 
were not made the subject ot conversa 
tion at all, and nothing of the sort men­
tioned. There was no proposition, or even 
hints made, concerning any ba-gain or com­
promise between Hayes and the Southern 
Democracy or Conservatives. Hayes simply 
said that if he were elected he would en­
deavor to make a fair and honest adminis­
tration and do full justice to all sections of 
the oonntry.

Tbe fact is Roberts did nearly all tbe 
talking, and Governor Hayes, as usual, the 
listening. Tbe whole whole, to an outsider, 
looks like a put np job, and a shrewd one, 
to discourage Southern Republicans in this 
crisis.

The article in the Cincianati Enquirer, to 
which reference is made, is as follows:

Governor Hayes has made a new move in 
the presidential game, and has made over­
tures through Stanley Matthew«, Job E. 
Stevenson, Murat Halstead, Dick Smith, 
and other of his intimate friends, to promi­
nent Southerners to iDdnce them, and 
through them their seotion, to arqniesce 
peaceably in his election, and to give his 
administration their hearty support. This 
movement has been on foot for several days, 
but in reality only assumed definite shape 
in this city to-dav, when Colonel W. H. 
Roberts, ot the New Orleans Times, met 
him with a view to arranging, if possible, 
the terms of the seulement. It had been 
the original pirn to have General Lamar, 
of Mississippi, meet Governor Hayes, 
but upon that gentleman reaching 
Cincinnati and conferring with Halstead, 
he thought it best to give Colonel Roberts 
a letter to Hayes, explaioing his views on 
tbe situation, and authorizing him to act in 
his behalf. It appears that the Southern 
men bave been assured that it is the design 
and intention of Hayes to cat loose from 
the carpet-baggers and scalawag Repub­
licans of tbe South and also the Grant 
element of tbe party in the North, and to 
rally around him the support ot tbe Lib­
eral, Conservative and Democratic clement 
in the South. Colonel Roberts brought let­
ters from Job E. Stevenson to Hayes and 
W. H. Groesbeck from New Orleans, nnd 
was also strongly indorsed by other Re* 
publ cans in tbe South. Stanley Matthews, 
Halstead and others met in conference in 
Cincinnati on Thanksgiving day, and the 
result ot their cogitations was a dispatch 
from Matthews to Hayes, telling him that, 
in view of certain contingencies, it would 
be extremely desirable for the Governor to 
conciliate the Conservative and Liberal- 
Democratic element of the South by ofler- 
ing it power, place and emoluments in re­
turn for its support. Halstead also fur­
nished Roberts with a letter to Hayes, in­
dorsing him highly acd commending his 
mission to his earnest attention.

This morning Colonel Roberts arrived 
here, and wa» met at the Neil House by 
General Comly, who took him to see Gov­
ernor Hayes. The trio dined at General 
Comlj ’s house and had a three hours’ con­
ference together. Ilayes lalkcd very frpe- 
iy, and informed Colonel Roberts that he 
had made np his mind to cat loose entirely 
from tbe Grantism of tbe Republican party 
and the carpet-baggers and scalawags with 
which it is infested, and look for his snp- 
port to tbe better clasB and more patriotic 
of its members acd to the conservative and 
liberal Democratic masses. He clearly in­
dicated that h« had do sympathy with the 
Kelloggs or Chamberlams of the South, 
and directly stated that be thought it 
would be tor the interest ot Sonth Caroli­
na and Louisiana and the whole country if 
Hampton was declared Governor of the 
former Stato and Nicholls ot Louisiana. 
He declared that he was perfectly willing 
to divide the official patronage of the South­
ern States among tbe conservative Repub­
licans and liberal Democrats, and looked 
to them for that hearty support that all 
honest men should be willing to accord to 
any honest administration.

After this expression of sentiment by the 
Governor the following plan of operations 
was agreed noon: Colonel Roberts will
start for Washington to-night, and upon 
his arrival there be will lay the matter be­
fore General Lamar and' a caucns of tbe 
Southern members of Congress, who will 
take the matter into consideration. Then 
Lamarand General Wade Hampton will 
come to Ohio and visit Governor Ilayes in 
person and definitely arrange the terms of 
tbe agreement. I t  is thought that there 
will be but little trouble in carrying this 
arrangement into effect, for the Northern 
Republicans will be so eager to get their 
own nominations confl-med by the Senate 
that they will force that body into acqui­
escing into the confirmation of the South­
ern Conservatives and liberal Democrats. 
The Southern people, it is believed, can be 
entirely controlled by Lamar and Hampton, 
as they will see that, as they can not have 
Tilden for President, the next best thing 
lor them to dois to make terms with Hayes 
that will enable them to rid themselves of 
the carpet-baggers and place the control ot 
their State governments in their own hands. 
William M. Corry and Theodore Cook, of 
your city, accompanied General Lamar to 
Washington in tho interest of this plan, and 
many other prominent Democrats are un­
derstood to be in sympathy with it.

R ead y .
Two sets of presidential electors are in 

town, waiting for the promulgation of the 
finding of the Returning Board.

8 » rm iIiIm  A boat O ae a f  tho M ember» o f  
A be H e w lit ’s' R etu rn in g B oard .

Mr. George B. Smith, one of the “five 
Democrats” who have taken an interest of 
late in the affairs of Lonisiana, seems to 
have made a record before his advent here. 
The editor of the Petersburg (West Vir* 
ginia) Stale Journal seems to be well ac­
quainted with him, and adds to the compli­
mentary notice pf the Times a few com­
ments in the isBne of November 30:

The Hon. George B. Smith, of Wisconsin, 
will be an admirable member of a commit­
tee to which general attention is directed at 
this time. He has the highest character for 
integrity and patriotism, with a very large 
experience in public affairs. He bas a na­
tional reputation as a sagacious and far­
sighted political manager. In tbe North­
west, where Mr. Smith is best known, any 
statement he can make in regard to the 
case which has now become such an im­
portant one will be accepted without ques­
tion by the leaders of both the great 
political parties.—New Orleans Times.

The Times should post itself before in­
dulging iu excessive panegyric. We happen 
to be familiir with and were personally 
cognizant of a bit oi the early history of 
the Hon. George B. Smith, when he was 
Démocratie Attorney General of Wisconsin, 
twenty years ago, uud as such itiicer, a 
member of the State board of cauvas-ers. 
The earnest for Governor that year was 
close between Bashford, Republican, and 
Barstow, Democrat. Bashford was fairly 
elected by the people, bat the day before 
tbe State board was to meet “supplemental” 
returns, unsubstantiated by either law or 
facts, were received from Bridge Creek a id  
town seven, raDge ten, uninhabited and un­
inhabitable legions in the pineries of 
North Wisconsin. Those supplemental 
returns, which were afterward ascer­
tained to have been manufactured by 
the then assistant Secretary of Slate, 
Dr. Hunt, gave large majorities tor 
Barstow. Ihe  State board awarded 
him the certificate. Bashford appealed to 
tbe Supreme Court, when the fraudulent 
character of the supplemental retnrns was 
clearly proven, and Bashford was declared 
entitled to the office by tbe mandate of tbe 
coart. Barstow, being Governor at tbe 
time, and acting under tbe advice of bis 
Attorney General, the Hon. George B. 
Smith, resisted, and oalled ont the militia 
of the State, which immediately swarmed 
tbe Capitol park and building. Bashford’s 
friends gathered around him as a posse 
comitatue of the court, armed themselves 
and commenced drilling. A conflict seemed 
imminent. Barstow intrenched himself in 
the Capitol, receiving his meals and sleep­
ing there, a la Stanton during the Johnson 
regime. But just betöre inauguration day 
Barstow yielded, disbanded his militia and 
gave np the office to Bashford, who was 
inaugurated. Ever since that day the 
Democratic managers of that time have 
been denominated and known as the 
“Forty Thieves,” and George B. Smith 
has always been recognized as tbe 
“Boss.” His questionable transactions in 
the school and swamp lands ot Wisconsin 
will also be remembered as not exactly the 
kind ot reputation a man of sterling integ­
rity would desire to arm himself with, As 
a “counter,” George B. Js a success, and 
Tildi n could not Lave intrusted his in­
terests in 6afer hands. Bat if lie is now 
recognized as a standard of political honor 
in Wisconsin, then his reformation since 
183G has been a marked and extraordinary 
one. Every prominent citizen of Wiscon­
sin will verify this biography.

If a cotfl ot occurs between ths Return­
ing Board and Supreme Court of Louisiana, 
we ehall be anxious to learn if Mr. Smith, 
as one of the legal antagonists ot the Board, 
will cite tbe precedent of Bashford vs. 
Barstow, in which be was one of the legal 
advisers and counseled a resistance to tbe 
mandates of tbe Supreme Court of Wis­
consin.

T h e W estern  G rain  T rad e,

A Philadelphia letter to the New York 
Times, November 30, says:

The increased demand for grain, which 
has been noticeable here and at the other 
seaboard cities for some time past, coupled 
with the knowledge of a railroad war, has 
been the means of bringing to light the in­
efficiency of the Pennsylvania railroad as a 
carrying company. This is perhaps a very 
broad statement, but it obtains additional 
force when it is said that it is caused by 
Colonel Scott attempting to control tbe 
trade of the three great oities of the conti­
nent, wbeD, in fact, be can not enpply the 
needs of the one that his road started 
from—Philadelphia. Last spring the West­
ern shippers of grain thought, on account 
of the low prices attainable tor their com­
modities in that seotion, and the fair 
promises in tbe East, that the seaboard 
cities were the plaoes to locate, and there­
fore several firms doing excellent trade 
in tbe lake towns established their offices 
in Baltimore and in this city. This fall 
tbeir mistake was evident, from the fact 
that good prioes prevailed in the West, and 
the lake trade has been enormous. This 
trade will soon close, and then the move­
ments of grain to the East again will be 
larger than ever by rail. While this exten­
sive Western business has been beneficial 
to New York, it has been hurtfnl to Poila- 
delphia, in so far that the shippers here have 
been unable to procure the necessary cars to 
bring their grain here, ana a few week i ago 
it was a well known fact the majority of 
dealers were two per cent short on their 
contracts, caused by this paucity of railroad 
facilities. In their desperation, headed by 
Mr. George W. Maars, president of the Com­
mercial Exohange, they called upon 
Colonel Scott to ascertain what relief there 
was for them, and what he could do te pre­
vent tho recurrence oi each a catastrophe. 
Colonel Soott informed the gentleman that 
the matter was beyond his control, inas­
much as the local roads in the West were 
obtaining good rates tor carrying freight a 
short distance, while the throngh rates 
from Chicago to the East were so low that 
it did not pay to run their cars here. The 
Penns} lvania Company did not possess oars 
enough to supply the needs of the shippers 
ot Philadelphia, and eonld not obtain those 
of the Western roads because of their being 
engaged in a more lucrative business. How­
ever, he promised the merchants such aid 
as he could give them, and since that time 
has been doing what he could, which, for a 
few weeks, will not amount to much.

A prominent operator assures your cor­
respondent that the loss to the merchants 
here by Bus failure to ship for them what 
they desire will amount to an estimate of 
nearly two millions ot bnshels. In the six 
months preceding Ootober 21 of thin year, 
the receipts of gain at this port were 21,365,- 
030 bnshels, or 17.6 per cent ot the entire 
amount shipped to the East, while for the 
same period ia 1873 it was only 10,610,995 
bnshels, or 9 9 per cant. The demand has 
since tho time memtioned been great, bat 
no new contracts are being made, for one 
reason, said the operator, “that we can not 
get the grain here,” and for the next, “that 
we can not tell what the rates for ship­
ping are going to be next month.” 
Thus it will be seen that the entire trade 
of Philadelphia in this regard lays in the 
palm of Colonel Scott’s hand. His road is 
the only souroe of supply, and when it is 
blocked, as has been the case during the 
past month, the 1 iss tails heavily on the 
merchants and a growing industry of this 
city. Publicly the operators state that 
they do not think Colonel Scott is to blame, 
and that the large interests of his road be­
ing here, he has at heart tho best interests 
of the city’s business. Privately they talk 
otherwise, and censure Colonel Scott in un­
measured terms for allowing them to be 
beaten by both Commodore Vanderbilt and 
Mr. Garrett, and point to the tact that he is 
endeavoring to supply New Y'ork operators 
to the exclusion of his old supporters in 
Philadelphia “It would have been far 
better for us,” said an operator, “had 
Colonel Scott never obtained posses­
sion of that Cimden and Amboy 
road. Since then his energies seem 
to have been devoted to that end

selves. And now we see the trouble we are 
in.” It is related that his taotios, which are 
ruinous, are like this: He proposes to de­
prive shippers of facilities until they ory 
aloud for them, and then he will point to 
the fact that he oan not afford to carry 
freight at the ent-throat rates, and thns en­
deavor to induce publio sentiment te his 
side against the New York Central road, 
and cause them to compromise. How suc­
cessful be will be is a question of time. 
While this has been going on, the Balti­
more and Ohio railroad has stepped in and 
directed the Kansas trade to that city, 
and what is more, the Cumberland valley 
grain trade, which formed a great nnolens 
here, ha« for some unexplainable reason 
gone to the Monumental City. All this is 
very discouraging to onr merchants, and 
they agree that Scott is overreaching 
himself in attempting to supply the 
wants of the operators of New York, Phil­
adelphia, and B iltimore, when he should 
pay rtrict attention to lot one—Philadel­
phia—and not allow each disasters to befall 
his customers as the one that has now oc­
curred. If the reports are true, and they 
could not be verified at the office of the 
company here, large numbers of cars are 
sent West for the trade, the natural inquiry 
is, where have these cars been stored all 
this time, when Philadtlphia operators were 
short on their contracts and ready to pay 
for transportation at good rates? Colonel 
Soott said he had not cars enough to meet 
the demand, yet suddenly there appears to 
be plenty.

In regard to the settlement of the freight- 
rate war. it is understood from a prominent 
official of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com­
pany that no basis has yet been determined 
npon, and that there is no prospect of an 
agreement, but that when it is done it will 
be on an equitable and satisfactory basis to 
all the seaboard cities.

T he O utlook a t  th e  C apita l.

A Washington letter in the New York 
Commercial Adeertiser says:

Members of Congress come in slowly. I 
hear that the speakership is more likely to 
be settled in New Y'ork than at Washing­
ton. Tilden and Hewitt have assumed to 
run the Congressional machine. Randall, 
Morrison and Cox, who will be leading can­
didates, have, as I learn, been toying with 
Tilden and Hewitt at the Everett Honse in 
New York.

Morrison’s friends say that he would have 
been here some days since to attend to im­
portant committee business, bnt deemed it 
advisable to remain over in New York to 
watch tbe currents.

The same is trne of Mr. Randall, who 
has, as I learn, been coqnettiog with Til­
den and Hewitt at the Everett House, New 
York. Mr. Randall has misgivings abont 
Hewitt’s sincerity. Indeed, many of Ran­
dall’s friends say that Tilden is trying to 
play a deep game to secure the Speakership 
for newitt. Hints are thrown ont of the 
important service he has rendered as chair­
man of the Democratic National Commit­
tee.

If the Louisiana Returning Board closes 
up its business before S ttnrday night, and 
declares the vote for Haves and Wheeler, 
Randall will be tbe next Speaker. He then 
can bid defiance to Tilden and Hewitt. I 
have not mach doubt aboat bis success if 
Tilden’s defeat is clear.

The contest will narrow down between 
Randall and Sayler, with the chancre deci­
dedly in favor of Randall. Hewitt is about 
the only candidate that favored Tilden’s 
nomination. Sat 1er was on:spoken against 
him. Cox joined with the other malcon­
tents, and signed the protest presented to 
tbe St. Louis Convention. Morrison was 
coldly indifferent, and everybody knows 
that Tilden was not Sim Randall’s choice.

It is regarded by Sayler and Randall’s 
friends as humiliating to be imploring Tilden 
to help them on the Speaker business.

There are several prominent and leading 
Republicans here who, it is surmised, are 
called on to consider the situation in the 
Southern States. Mr. Ecarts, General 
Sickles, and many others.

There is not so much blaster and bravado 
in the bar rooms and on the sidewalks 
among Democrats and reconstructed rebels 
as there was yesterday.

Affairs have settled down more quietly 
and the excitement subsided.

The result in Florida has fairly stunned 
the Democrats, and they now begin to 
realize that aU the Democratic claims of 
Tilden carrying South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana were mere brag.

T h s P resid en t’s  M essage.

A dispatch from Washington says:
President G 'ant said, daring a brief in 

terview, that he bad virtually finished bis 
message to Congress, having completed it 
so far as the substance ot it was concerned, 
bnt that he was going over it again so as to 
arrange the parts and join them together. 
It will not be lengthy, bnt will dwell large­
ly and with emphasis upon the present con­
dition of affairs in the Southern States. The 
President will pursue the course heretoiore 
adopted by him as to his messages, and will 
keep the matter of the one now written en­
tirely to himself and until ju«t before it is 
given to Congress, when he will have copies 
of it prepared for the press, to be fur­
nished simultaneously to the papers 
when it is sent in to both Houses, 
It will be remembered that last year, 
when the President had finished his 
message, which he had written, as he al­
ways does, with his own hand and compiled 
all alone, during moments wben he was se- 
clnded even from hia own household, he 
carefully locked the manuscript up ia his 
private drawer, and did not submit it to 
the Cabinet until just before the meeting of 
Congress. A little while before the meet­
ing of the Cabinet to-day, wtile leisurely 
talking over this subject, reference was 
made to Sonth°in affairs, the casual remark 
being made that he appsared to be calm 
amid the prevailing anxiety as to the politi­
cal complications there. “Oh, yes,” re­
plied the President, “I never get excited, 
and I have made it a rule through life 
never to borrow trouble or anticipate it.” 
He added, with a smile, “I wait until it 
reaches me, and then I am prepared to 
meet it.” While he was speaking in this 
unimpassioned way of the grave events of 
the hour, his words were blended with the 
singing of his daughter Nellie, as she joy- 
onsiy rattled ofl an operatic selection on 
the piano in an adjoining room.

A Washington letter to the Cincinnati 
Gasette says:

On account of the long-continued abuse 
and insult of the postmistress of Grenada, 
Mississippi, the Postoffioe Department has 
had the case thoroughly examined by a 
special agent, who has reported at length, 
eetting forth, among other facts, the follow­
ing: “The postmistress is, I ventnre to say, 
as faithfnl and efficient an officer as is to be 
found in tbe service. All along has this 
lady been subjected to the most brntal 
treatment, the eelf-styled chivalry of the 
South treating her not only with disrespect, 
bnt with absolute cruelty, simply beoanse 
she is a Federal officer, and was the wife of 
a prominent Republican. Time and again 
has Mrs. Price called the attention of tbe 
civil authorities to these outrages, bnt no 
attention has been paid to her complaint. 
The tact of the matter is that Southern 
Democrats consider that Republicans living 
among them possess no rights which they 
are bound to respect, and such a thing as a 
Republican obtaining jnstice under the 
State government of Mississippi iB simply 
absurd. I therefore reoommend that the 
postoffioe at Grenada be discontinued.”

The special agent gave several examples 
of Mrs. Price’s treatment. On one occasion 
two negroes were dressed np in red shirts, 
made drunk; put on males, and the males 
led into the postoffice, wfiere the negroes 
were kept for an hour, singing most disgust­
ing and obscene songs. The next day Mrs. 
Price was ordered to Dave town, the reason 
given being that no Yankee carpet-bagger 
should run their postoffice. On another oc­
casion a prominent Democratic citizen of 
the town called to inquire for a letter, and 
npon being informed that there were none 
tor him, «aid to Mrs. Price, “ You are a ly­
ing Yankee, and you’ve got to leave town.” 
Mrs. Price is a lady of fifty years ot age, a 
parson of culture and respectability. This 
matter was submitted in the Cabinet to-day 
by Postmaster General Tyner, and after the 
reading of the fall report, and all the cor­
respondence connected with the case, it was 
the unanimous decision of the Cabinet that 
toe office at Grenada shonld be discon- 
tinned. Hereafter the citizens of that town 
will be obliged to go six miles for their 
mail. Mrs. Price will be obliged to leave 
the place, abandon her property and return 
to her friends in the North, all this simply 
because she was the wite of a Federal sol­
dier, and is now a Republican officeholder.

T h at C om blnatioa  A dd ress.

The New Y'ork Times eayt:
Two Roman Catholio priests, one Jewish 

rabbi, three Protestant clergymen, eight 
presidents of banks and insurance compa­
nies and six presumably eminent citizens 
of New Orleans have issued an address to 
the people of the United States in regard 
to the condition of the State of Louisiana. 
These gentlemen assure their fellow-citizens 
that there is no danger whatever of domes­
tic violence in tbe State, that the Returning 
Board is a set of rascals, and presumably 
unworthy ot belief or attention, that the 
recent canvass and election iu Louisiana 
were as peaceable as those “in any sister 
State,” and that a large majority ot the 
“honest votes” ot the State, including 
those of many negroes, was cast tor 
Tilden and Nicholls. It is, perhaps, not to 
be wondered at that ont of 150 charcbes, 
six clergymen should have been found will­
ing to sign such a document, that out of a 
few score hank and insurance presidents, 
eight shonld have pat their names to it, and 
out of the hundreds ot eminent citizens 
possessed by New Orleans, fix should have 
added their indorsement to this singular 
manifesto. But one begins to understand 
the hopeless callousness of the ordinary 
Southern Democrat to f tories of outrage 
and murder, wThen even six religious teach­
ers and fourteen apparently respectable 
business men brush aside so unceremoni­
ously evidence which has sent a thrill of 
indignation through all the North, and com­
pelled Northern supporters of the Demo­
cratic candidates to protest in the came of 
humanity against the brutal atrocities of 
which these reverened and honorable per­
sona seem never to have heard.

T he E v id en ce .
A Washington special to the Philadelphia 

Press says :
Several Cabinet members, in conversation 

to-day with your correspondent, stated that 
at this juncture it was well to observe reti­
cence, jbnt at the proper time, when the mass 
of facts in possession of tbe Government 
showing the atrocities committed under the 
auspices of the Democratic party in the 
South to carry the late election were known, 
there would be snoh a revnlsion of the hon­
est public sentiment of tbe North that no 
measures to punish tne offenders against 
humanity would be thought too severe 
The Government is now in possession of 
ample evidence to Bhow the fiendish manner 
in which the Democrats carried the elec­
tions in Mississippi and Alabama, and the 
numerous acts of an equally infamous char­
acter perpetrated in Louisiana, Florida, 
and Mississippi, where the wholesome pres­
ence of bayonets was not felt. Tt-lay sev­
eral gentlemen from Mississippi had a long 
interview with the Attorney-General, in 
which they presented a fall, clear, and con­
cise narrative of the crimes perpetrated on 
Republicans in that State. Republican mem­
bers favor their presentation to the House 
when the electoral vote of Mississippi is 
taken up for count by ths President of the 
Senate, and Senators now in the city favor 
a refusal to admit Senators to seats from 
the States carried t>7 each iniquitous 
methodp. A private dispatch was shown 
to the President to night, giving an account 
of the scene daring the examination of 
witnesses before the Returning Board at 
New Orleans, and the President is said 
have remarked that he would be surprised 
if the recital of the wrongs inflicted upon 
Republicans in the South for their fidelity 
to principle would not cause every person 
whose prejudices were not superior to their 
impulse ot humanitg to turn with horror 
from each scenes. As a prominent official 

1 said to-day, the sentimental notion ot mag­
nanimity is what places the country in its 
present jeopardy; that it is necessary now 
for the law-abiding people not to give 
themselves away to this; that the govern 
ment is not to be threatened into acquies 
cence by violence.

A W orried  W aiter .
A more thoroughly worried colored man 

than Robert Johnson, a waiter at the Arling­
ton Hotel, probably never existed. French, 
English, Cuban and Japanese centennial 
visitors, through having neglected to ac­
quire the American language as it was 
spoken in Georgia “fo de wa,” have tried 
him sorely. Yesterday morning a burly 
Briton, with a red face, a doable chin, mat- 
ton-chop whiskers and plaid clothes, sat 
down determinedly to breakfast and de­
manded “plain eggs in the shell.” Robert 
skipped into the kitchen and reappeared 
with two eggs poached in a pan. This 
naturally incensed the Briton, who rejected 
them, and expressed his willingness to 
breakfast on a “chump chop, a ’ot roll and 
a glass of new milk, it they can be 
’ad, you know.” Robert, ignoring the 
“chump” entirely, brought the 'break­
fast. By this time a Frenchman from 
Bordeaux, agent for a great wine 
house, had seated himself, and briskly or­
dered “cafe au lait,” “poulet” and “pommes 
de terres au naturel, wis some small 
breads, garçon.” That settled it. Robert 
dropped his lower jsw until the opening 
disclosed seemed as though he were about 
to take in coal tVr the winter. Then, gath­
ering himself by a mighty etiort, he said to 
the astonished Frenchman: “Look a hear, 
mister; corn pone an’ hog and hominy is 
good enough for the fnrst families wlia’ I 
come from. I don’t know nufiin ’boat yer 
caftays, pullays. nor yer ripping old tears. 
Jis you wait on teil I bring ’em. You hyar 
me talk.” Marching straight ont to tbe 
desk where Mr. Ben Shekels sits serenely 
enthroned to “welcome the coming and 
speed the parting,” he said: “Mr. Shekels, 
I ain’t no ’count for waiting on table this 
tercentery year. What you needs and must 
git is a polyglot Bible. Gimme my wages 
and lemma go back to shovellin’ wheat in 
de old mill. Pee boss o’ dat job.’’— l?'«s/i- 
ington Herald.

T H E  SITUATION.

S outh  C arolina—T h e D em ocrats p rep are  
ta  stand  T h eir G reaed  to  th e  B itte r  D a d .
Columbia, December 3 .—It is reported 

to-night that preparation is being made to 
remove the Democratic Speaker from the 
chair, which he occupies, and eject the De­
mocratic members of Edgefield and L tare ns 
counties (delegations whioh the Republicans 
claim are not legally elected ) by the Stato 
constabulary or militia. The report staten 
they will be sustained by United State* 
troops.

Owing to these reports tbe Democrats 
are preparing for the worst. It is proposed 
to resist the Suite constabulary bnt not the 
troops. Large nom ears of people are ex­
pected to arrived here to-morrow to attend 
the State fair in anticipation of Hampton’s 
inangnration. The situation to-night is 
critical.
And Conclnde to  R e tir e  in G ood O rder.

Columbia, December 4.—Soon after 
the dual houses had been called to 
order Speaker Wallace annonneed that 
as there were 100 special constables in 
the State Honse to eject the Democratio 
members, and as he leared such a move­
ment would be resorted to and bloodshed 
would ensue, he adjourned the legally 
elected Honse to meet at Carolina Hotel. 
The I lemocrats in a body withdrew to Caro­
lina Hall, where they are now in secret ses­
sion. The Republicans then went into seoret 
session in the State House.

The town is full of people and great ex­
citement prevails.

T he L a test.
The Democratic House continued in oan- 

cus all this atteinoon. Their action is on- 
known. The Republicsn members also had 
a caucus previous to the regular hour of 
meeting of the body, which was not har­
monious, and lasted until 1 P. M. When 
the Senate met the session was unimport­
ant until iust before 2 P. M. It waa moved 
that the Senate adjourn. Tbe mution was 
carried by a vote oi 16 yeas to 14 nays.

This action is regarded as important, ns 
two o’clock to-day was the hoar set for 
counting tbe vote for Governor, and as tbe 
Senate adjourned without considering that 
question or postponing it to some future 
day, it is virtually disposed of in that body 
and must originate in the Honse and coma 
up again. The question now is whether tbe 
Senate will recognize Mackey’s Honse as n 
constitutional body with a membership of 
fifty-six only holding certificates of the 
Board of State Canvassers, while sixty- 
three is necessary to a quorum.

The Democrats have sixty, reqniriog 
three to make a quorum.

The city to-nigbt is full of people, and 
still arriving.

The Supreme Court heard argument the 
entire day on the application for a manda­
mus requiring the Secretary ot State to de­
liver the returns for Governor and Lieuten­
ant Governor to Speaker YY'allaoe, and ad­
journed rat 7:30 P. M. until to-morrow at 
11 A. M. As the question involves the 
other question as to which is the 
legal House of Representatives, the action 
is looked forward to with great interest.

The Florida Canvass. 
Tallahassee, December 4 —The morn­

ing was consumed principally with tbe 
presentation of a general argument of the 
Democrats. This was prepared by the 
Democratic strangers who are here, and 
was presented by Colonel Biddle, of Phila­
delphia. It is an elaborate document, lay­
ing down certain general and well settled 
principles of law, and then discussing the 
cases of the contested ander one or the 
other of these principles. It closes by ask­
ing, first, that the board simply figure np 
the face oi the retnrns, in whioh it olaims 
129 majority for Tilden, or if it sees tit to 
go behind the face of the retnrns, that it 
throw ont certain connties and precincts, 
which will leave a majority of 1297 for tbe 
Tilden electors.

The Republicans offered no general argu­
ment, but spent the day in offering new 
affidavits and testimony. The deeison of 
the board is confidently looked for to­
morrow. It is ndt possible to make a rea­
sonable guess as to what it will be.

Mr. Humphreys, Republican candidate 
for elector, who was reported to be inelligi- 
ble to an electorship, as he was a shipping 
master at Pensaccla, came before the board 
to-day and swore that he resigned in Oo­
tober, and that his resignation was accepted 
a week before the election.
T w o  W ise  M en o f  M issouri P ropose to  

S ettle  th e P resid en tia l Q uestion .
St. Louis, December 4.— Senators 

Carl Sohnrz and John B. Henderson and 
other prominent men in tbit city have 
forwarded a letter to the President 
of the United States Senate relative to tbe 
counting of the electoral vote, with the re­
quest that he lay it before the United States 
Senate. They say in the letter that the 
present eondition of the oonntry calls for 
some action which shall settle political dis­
quietude. The clause in the constitution re­
specting the canvassing of the electoral vote 
is quoted end pronounced inadequate and 
liable to diverse construction. An attempt 
to canvass the vote in joint session of Con­
gress is deprecated, and certain to raise 
partisan issues and develop a strife whioh 
may prove most disastrous to the country.

The letter then proposes as a remedy that 
the whole matter be transferred to the 8a- 
preme Court of the United States. It is 
urged that that is the only tribunal from 
whioh a fair and nnpartisan decision, one 
which will satisfy the whole people, oan be 
obtained. The letter dwells at length npon 
the wisdom of removing this important 
matter from a tribunal likely to be effeoted 
by party s t r i f e .____

CONGRESS.

Injury to  S outh ern  Credit.
Prominent merchants and bankers were 

visited by a Tribune reporter, and inquiries 
were made as to the effect on business of 
the troubles in South Carolina and Louisi­
ana. He was told that their immediate et- 
fect was to cause all cissies of business 
men to draw in their affairs as closely as 
possible, and wait for a more settled politi­
cal condition. This is felt more by those 
doing business with tbe Sonth than by 
others. There is a hesitancy in tilling or­
ders sent by Southern merchants, es­
pecially from South Carolina, Louisiana 
and Mississippi. Many orders are allowed 
to lie over unfilled, when but for the po­
litical uncertainty credit would be given 
unhesitatingly. A bank president said that 
he refused to receive rotes on deposit 
which were made pavable at a bank in 
what ho called “cue of the bad States of 
the South.” I a explanation, he said he 
used the word bad in a purely commercial 
sense. lie meant the States haviDg bad 
business prospects on account of tbeir po- 
lit:ea 1 troubles. Business men said that, 
but for the political complications, the 
country ought io be exceptionally prosper­
ous. An era of economy had begun, and 
the balance oi trade was largely in favor 
of this country, as shown by recent ship­
ments of gold from England. Little dis­
couragement was felt in regard to tho 
future, but all were agreed that until the 
present excitement is ended business of all 
kinds will remain stagnant.—New Y'or- 
Tribune.

S en a te .
Washington, December 4.—The Senate 

met at noon. Mr. Blaine, of Maine, and 
Messrs. Chaffee and Teller, the Senators 
from Colorado, and Price, the new Senator 
from West Virginia, vice Caperton, de­
ceased, were sworn in.

Tbe new Senators from Colorado drew 
for their respective terms, when Mr. Chaf­
fee secured the long term, ending Maroh 4, 
1879, and Mr. Teller the short term, ending 
March 4,1877.

Committees were appointed to notify the 
President and Honse ot Representatives 
that the Senate was ready for business, and 
at halt past twelve o’clock a recess for 
three-quarters of an hour was taken.

After the usual formalities Mr. Edmonds 
oflered a resolution, which was laid on ths 
table and ordered printed, setting forth 
that, #

W hereas, The constitution provides for 
fhe method of electing representatives to 
Congress and reciteB who ara entitled to 
vote lor snch representatives; and.

Whereas, It is alleged that in the 8tates 
of Sonth Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Lou­
ie i ana and Mississippi the rights of many 
6uch persons were denied and abridged 
during the late election; therefore,

Resolved, That the Committee on Privil­
eges and Elections be authorized to in­
quire whether such rights were denied and 
abridged; and it so, to what extent, and who 
have been affected where such denial and 
abridgement has been carried on; also, that 
said committee inquire into the fact 
whether any presidential electors in 
the life election were disqualified, 
and whether any of them have been 
interfered with in "their rights and qualifi­
cation?, and whether there is any constitu­
tional remedy therefor: that ‘aid commit­
tee employ clerks end ethnographers and 
be em[towered to take tLstimouy and ad­
minister oaths.

Adjourned.
II ouse •

The House was called to order by Chief 
Clerk Adams. A motion v,-.is lj ide to elect 
a Speaker.

Mr. Banks appealed from t v  decision of 
the Clerk that a S[>eaker should bo elected 
before the new members were sworn in.

Two hundred and twenty-four members
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