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IITHE MESSAGE, its last session saw fit to rednoe the amounnt
usually appropriated for foreign intercourse

The President’s Last Annual Message
to Congress.

e the Senate and House of Representatives:

In submitting my eighth and last annual
message to Congress it seems proper that I
should refer to and in some degree

RECAPITULATE THE EVENTS AND OFFICIAL
ACTS

Of the past eight years.

It was my fortume or misfortene to bo
called o the cffice of chief executive with-
out any previous political training. From
theege of seventeen I had never even wit-

d the i nt attendieg a presi-
dential campaign but twice antecedert to
my own candidacy, and &t but ene of them
was | eligible as a voter. Under such cir-

itis but r ble to snppose
thaterrors of judgment must have ocourred.
Even had they not, diferenoss of opinion
between the executive, bound by en oath
to the strict performance ot his duties, and
writers and debaters, must bave arisen, It
isnot arily evi of ©lundevs on the
art of the exeoutive because there are these
fferences of views. Mistakes bave been
miade, as al! can sce, and I admit, butit
seems to we oftener in the selections made
of the assietants appointed to aid in carry-
ing ont the variouve duties of administering
the goverrment in nearly every case se-
lected without a persenal aejuaintance
with the appointee, but #pon recommenda-
tions of the representative chosen directly
by the p It is impossibie, where so
many trusta are to be allotted, that the
right parties should be chosen in every in-
stance. History shows that mo administra-
tion, frem the time of Washington to the
present, has been free from these mis-
takes. Eut I leave comparisons to history,
olaiming only that I bave acted in every
instamoe irom a conscientious desire to do
what was right, constitusiosal, within the
law, and for the very best<nterests of the
whole people. Failures heve been errors
of judgments, not of intent.

MY CI7IL CARESR
Commeneed at a most critisal and difficult
time, less than fear years before the coen-

had emerged . from a ceafliot such as ne
mation has ever eervived, Nearly

one-half of theSiates had revolted againet |

the government, and of those remaining
faithtul to the .Union.a large percentage
of the population sycepal with
the webellion aed made an “ememy in
Seioet &a @ =

by withholding appropriations from repre-
sentatives of the United States in certain
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Within the same period, 998 claims on the
part of citizems of the Mexican republic
against the United States were referred to
the ocommirsion. Of these 831 were
di ' A or Al 11 a md in lm

foreign countries, and for certain
offivers, and by reducing theamounts usnally

3

cases awards were made in favor of
the olai t the United States,

appropriated for certain other dipl

posta, and thua ing a chapge in
the grade of the representative. For these
reasons, immediately upon the passage of
the bill making appropriations for the dip-
fomatioc and consular eervice for the pres-
ent fizoal year, instructions wero isaued to
the representatives of the United States at
Bolivia, Ecuador and Colombia, and to the
consniar officers for whom no appropriation
had been made, to close their respecuve le-
gatioms and corsalates aud eeace from the
performance of their duties, and in like
manner steps were immediacely taken to
subetitute charges d'affaire for minist-rs
resident in Portugal, Denmark, Greece,
Switzarland and Paraguay.

While thoronghly impressed wirh the wis-
dom of scund economy in the foreign service
as in other branshea of the governwment,
I can =ot escape the eonciusion that in
some instances the withholding of appro-
priations will prove an expensive esonomy,
and that the smaill retrenchment secured
by a change of grade in certamn diplomatic
posts 18 not an adequate consideration for
the less of irfinepce and importance which
will attend onr foreign representatives.
Under this reduction, I am of the opinion
that & re-examination of the subjecs will
cause a change in some instanees in the
copoclurions reached on these subjects at the
last sesrion of Congress.

The Court of Commissioners of

ALABAMA CLAIMS,

Whose functions were continued by an
act of the last session of Congress, until
the first day of January, 1877, has carried
on its labors with diligenee and general
sacstaction. By a report irom the clerk of
the oourt trapnsmitted herewith, bearing
date November 14, 1876, it appears that
within the time mow allowed by law the
court will have dispseed of all the claims
presented for adjudication. This repert
alro coniains a statement of the general re-
sults of the labors of the court to the date
thereof. It is & cause of satisfaction that
the method adopted for the satisfaction of
the classes of claims submitted to the court,
-which sre of long standing and justly en-
titled to early eonsideration, should have
proved sucoessful and acceptable.

It is with satissaction that I am enabled
to state that the work of the joint commise-
sion for determining the

BOUNDARY LINE

Between the United States and British Pos-
i from the merthwest angle of the

the vear” g
the meore ‘herorable enemy in the
front. The latter committed errors of
mpmnt.- but they msinssined them open]

courageously. The former receiv
the tecsion of the .government they
would ‘bave destroyed, axd reaped all the
pecuniery advactages to be gained out of
then emisting stete of effairs, many of them
by obtaining contracts end by swindling
tludgotemsnt in the- delivery of their
goods.

Twmadiatelyon the ceess tion of hostilities,
the then noble ‘President, who had oarried
the ooucr{jm far through its perils, fell a
martyr to his patriotiem at the hands of an
aseaseic. The intervening time to my first
inanguration was filled up with wranglings
::t;:en Congrees and theaew executive &8

¥BST MODE OF RECONSTR UCTION,

Or, to speak plaicly, as to whether the con-
trol of tho government sheuld be thrown
immedigtely intc the hamds of those who
had se recently and persictentiy tried to
destroy it, or whether the vict ors should
oontinue to have an equal voice with them
in this coatrol.

Reconetruction, as finally agreed upon,
means this, enly this, excep t that the
late slave was enfranchished, givi ng an in-
crease &3 was supposed to the Uni on loviag
and Unior supportiag votes. If fr ee, in the
full sense of the word, they would not dis-
appoirt tkis expeatation. Hence, at the
beginning of my first admiristrai ion the
work of reconstraction, moeh emba rrassed
by the long delay, virtually cemmer wced. It
was the work of the legislative bra nch of
the government. My proviece was wholly
in approving their acts, whioh I dic | most
heartily, urging the Legialatuses of States
that had net yet done so to ratii 'y the
fifteenth amendment to the conctitutic .

The couniry waa laboring under an enor-
mous debt contracted ‘in the sugpresei on of
rebellion, and taxation was 80 ogpressi' ve as
to discourage productien. Another da; 3ger
also threatened us—a foreign war.  The
lsst difficulty had to bs adjusted, and was
adjusted withoat & war, and in a man. 2er
‘highly honorable to all parties concern. >d.

Taxes have been reduced withia the 1: w¢
seven years nearly $300,000,000, and
THE WATIONAL DEBT HiS8 BEEN RLEDUCE P
In the same time over $435,000/000. B ¥y

refanding the six per cent bonded debt fo
bonds, bearing five and four and eae-hali \

oent p y the
I:;omt has been reduced Ir{m over $130,-
000,000 in 18!9 to but little over $190,000,-
000 ip 1876. The balance of trade has been
changed from over $130,000,000 again:t the
United States in 1869 to more than $120,-
000,000 in our favor in 1876.

It is confidently believed that the balance
of trade in favor of the United States will
increase, not diminish, and that the pledge
of Congress to resume specie payment in
1879 will be eaeily accomplished, even in
the absence of much desired further legis-
lation on the subject.

THE INDIAN POLICY.

A policy has been adopted toward the
Indian tribes inhabiting a large portion of
the United States which has been humane
and has substantially ended Indian hostili-
ties in the whole land, except in & portion of
Nobraska, Dakota, Wyomirg and Mon-
tana Territories, the Black Hills region and
approaches thereto. Hostilities there have
grown out of the avarice of the white man,
who has violated our treaty stipulations in
his search for gold. The anestion might be

ed, why the government has mnot en-
foroocf obedience to the terms of the treaty,
rohibiting the occupation of the Black
ills region by the whites? The answer is
simple: The first immigrants to the Black
Hills were removed by truops, but rumors
of rioh discoveries of gold took into that
region inereaced numbers. Gold was found
in paying quantity, and an effort to remove
the miners would only result in the deser-
tion of the bulk of the troops that might be
sent there to remove them. All difficulty
in this matter has, however, been removed,
subject to the IEprOVII of Congress, by &
treaty ceding the Black Hills and ap-
roaches to settlement by citizens.

The subject of Imdisn policy and treat-
ment is so fully set forth by the Secretary
of the Interior and the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, and my views eo fully ex-
pressed therein, that 1 refer to their reports
and recommendations as my own.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

The relations of the United States with
foreign powers continue on & friendly foot-
ing. Questicns have arisen from time to
time iv the foreign relations of the govern-
ment, but the United States have been
happily freed for the past year from the
complications and embarrassments which
have surrounded some of the foreign

wers. The diplomatic oorr_upondev_lce
submitted herewith contains _information
24 to certain of the matters which have oc-

jed the government.
5 he aonfiality which attends our rela-
tions with the powers of the earth has been
plainly shown by the general participation
of foreign nations in the exhibition which
has jast closed, and by the exertiona made
by distant powers to show their interes:
and friendly feclicgs toward the United
States in the commemoration of the ceu
il of the mation. Y
w'rll"l;l:government and peop!le of the United
States have mnot ouly fuly appreciated this
exhibition of kindly feeling, but it may be
ustly and fairly expeoted that no smail
nefits will result both to ourecives an.
other nations from & better scqugintance
and better appreciation of our mutual ad-
yantages and mutusl wants. Congress at

Lake of the Wooda to the Rocky mountains,
commenced in 1872, has been completed,
the final ag of the i 8
with the maps, have been duly signed, sni

the work ot the ormmission is complste,
The fixing of the boundary upon the Pa
cifioc coast by the protocol of March 10,
1873, pursuant to the award ef the Empe-
ror of Germany, by article thirty-foar of
the treaty of Washington, with the termina-
tion of the work of this commission, ad-
jnets and fires the entire boundary between
the United States and the Britich Po-ses-
gions, except as to tne portion of territory
ceded by Russia to the Urired States ander
the treaty of 1867. The work intrueted to
the commissioner and the officers of the
army attacbed to the commission hes been
well and satistactorily performad. The
original of the final agreement of commix-
sioners signed upon the twenty-ainth of
May, 1876, with the original list of astrono-
mical stations. observed the original ofiicial
list of monnments marking the interna-
tional boundary line, and the maps, records
and general reporis relating to the commis-
sion have been d-p d in the Dspart-
ment of State. Trbe official roport of the
commigsioner on the part of the United
States, with the report ot the chief astrono-
mer of the United States wil! be submitted
to Congress within a short time. I reserve
for a seperate communnication to Congress a
statement of the condition of thegauraticns
which lately arcee with Great Britain
respecting the surrender of fugitive crimi-
nals under the treaty of 1842,

THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT

Gave netica under date ot January 15, 1874,
of its desire to termiuate the treaty of
1862, concerning commerce and navigation,
pursuant to the provisions of article tweu-
ty-two thereof. Under this notice, the
treaty terminated upon the fifth day of
June, 1876. The government has invited
negotiations toward the corc'nsion of a
new treaty. By the act of Congress of
March 23, 1874, the President was author-
ized when he shounld recwive satisfactory in-
formation that the Ottoman government, or
that of Egypt, had organized new tribunala
likely to secure to citizens of the United
States the eame impartial jnstice enjoyed
under the exercise of judicial fupe-
tiona by diplomatic and consular offi-
cers of the United States, to su-pend the
operation of the act of June 22, 1860, and
to aococept for eitizens of the Umted Stat:s
the jurisdiction of the new tribunals. Su'-
isfactory information having been receive :1

% in the sggregate to $150,-
498 41. By the terms of the convention,
the amoant of these awardsis to be de-
duoted trom the amount awarded in favor
of our citizens sgainet Mexico, and the
balanoe only to be paid by Mexico to the
United States, lpaving the Uuited States to
make provision for this proportion of the
awards in fsvor of its own citigens. Iin-
vite your atteniion to the legislation which
will be neceevary to provide for the pay-
ment.

In this connection I am pleased to beable
to express tbe acknowledgment due to Sir
Edward Thernten, the umpire of the com-
mission, who has given to the consideration
of the large number of el imesubmitted to
bim much time, unwearied patience, and
that fsirnees und intelligence which are
well known to belong to the accomplished
represcotative of Great Britain, and which
are likewise recoguized by the representa-
tive in this country of the repablic of
Mexieo.

Montnly payments of a very small part
of the amount due by the

GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA
Ta citizeus of the United States, on account
of olaiws of the latter against that govern-
ment, continue to be made with reasounable
punctusliry. That government has pro-
vsed to change the system which it has
Eithrrm pursued in this respect by iseuing
bonds for part of the amount of the several
clasime. The proposition, however, could
not, it is suppossd, properly be accepted, at
Jeast without the ovnsent of the holders of
ocertificates of the indebtedness of Vene-
zuola. There ure so much diepersed that it
would be difticult, if not impoesible, to as-
certain their disposition on the subject.
In former mersnges I have called the at-
tention of C.ngress to the necessity of
legislation with rezard to

FRAUDULENT NATURALIZATION

And to the subj-ct of expatriation and the
election of natiopality. The numbers of
peracus of foreign birth seeking a home in
the Unpited Stutes, the ease and facility
with which the honest emigrant may, aiter
the lapse of & r time, b pos
sessed of all the privileges of citizenship of
the United Statee, and the frequent ocoa-
sions whioh induce such adopted citizens to
return to the country of their birth, render
the sabject of lization and the safe-
guards whioch experivnce has proved neces-
sary for the protection of the honest natu-
ralized ciuzen of paramount importance.
The very rimplicity in the requirements of
law on this question afford opportunity for
fraud,and the want of unilormity in the
proceedings and records of the various
courts, aud in the forms of the certificates
of naturaliza iou is ued, sff.rd a constant
source of difficnity. 1 suggest no addi-
tional requircments to the acquisition of
eitizenship beyoud those now existing, but
I invite the sarpest aitertion of Congress
to the neces-i'y #nd wisdom of some pro-
visione regarding uniformity in the records
and certifioa.es; and providing against the
frauds which frequently teke place aud for
the vacating of a record of naturalization
obtaiped in frend. These brovisions are
needed in aid and for the protection of the
honest eit.zew of foreign birth, and for the
want of which he is made to suffer not in-
frequently.

The United States has insisted upon the
right of exparation and has obtained
atter » long suruggle an admission of the
principle cvutended for by acquiescence
therein ¢n the part of many foreign powers
and by the euvnclusion of treatics on that
sabject. 1t ia, however, but justice to the
government to which snch naturalized citi-
z-ns hase tormerly ewed allegiance as
well a8 1o the United States, that ocrtain
fized and definite rules ehould be adopted
goverviug such oases and providing how
expacriation may be accomplished. While
emigrsn's in larze numbers becoms citi-
gens of the United Siates, it is also true
that persous, both native born and narur-
alized, unce oitizens of the United States,
either by furmal acts oras the effect of a
series of facts and cirouwmstances, abandon
their citizership and ceas« to be entitled to
the proieciion of the United States, but
continue on convenient occasions to assert
& olaim to protection in the abssnce of pro-
visions on these questions.

And in this counection I again invite
your attention to the necessity of legisla-
ticm concerning 'h- marriages of American
citizens cont uoied nbroad, and oconcerning
the status of American women who may
marry foreigrers, and of children born of
American psarente ‘n a foreign country. The
delicace and eomplicated questions contin-
ually oocurrivg with reference to natural-
ization, expatriation, and the status of such
persons as | have above referred to, induce
me to urge immediate legiclation in this
connection. It is believed that other gov-
erpments are ia advance of the United
Statea upoun (hl: question, and that the

of the organization of snch new trib
in Egypt, I cansed a proclamation to be is-
sued, upon the twenty-seventh of March
laat, snspending the epsration of the act of
Juue 22, 1860, in Egzypt, according to the
provisions ot the act. A copy of the proc-
1 amation accompanies the message.
The United States has united =ith the
o ther powers in the organiz tion of thees
o 'urts. It is hoped that the juriedictional
qi lestions which have aricen ey be readily
ao justed, and that this advence in judiei-l
re! orm way be hindered by no nrst.cles ty
the necesa.ry legislstion toeapy voem n.0
effe ot. The convention respeeting cowmer-
cial reeiprocity eineluded with
THE HAWATIAN ISLANDS,

In18 75, havioz been had, the praclamation
to car Ty into effect the conveniion, as oro-
vided Uy the act approved August 15, 1876,
was @ 12V issued upon the nintu duy of Seo-
tembes * last. A copy thereof accompanies
this m #8age.

The ¢ ommotions wiich have been prevae
lent in

MEXICO
For som @ time past, and which unhappily
gesm to b @ Bot yet whoily quieted, have led

to compl Mnts by eitizens of ha Unied
States of 1 Bjuries by peréons in suthority
It is hope G, however, that this will unlii-
mately be adjusted to the eatisfaction of
both gover Bmenta. The frontier of the
United S-utc '8 in that q llmrt‘ T ‘hua Dot bien

@ from 8cta ol vivlenoe by vitizens of
zze’;‘f;um-w « wm those of the other. The fre-
quency of the 18 supposed 10 be inoreased
and their ad, ins‘meut made mo e diffi-
cult by the ( Ousiderable changes iu the
course of the 1. YWer part of the Riv Grande,
which river is ® partot the noundary 'e
tween she two countries. These chang.s
have placed on eitier side of that river
portions of land Which, by exitting con
ventions, belong 1 © the jurisdiction of the
govermwent on th\ oppusite side of the
river. The subject ' 0f adjustment of this
cause of difiicnity 8 uncer CongldeIation
between the two re piblies.

The governmentot the

UNITLD STATES, OF COLOMBIA
Has paid the awurd in_ the case of tho
stenmer Mon'igo, evize «1 by tha authorities
of that guvernment $o We years rinoe, and
the amouuy has been (rausicrred i the
¢laimunts,

It is with as tisfaction tihat I am ablatoan
noance that the juixt commissivn for the
adjustmont of
CLAIMS BETWEEN THE TUNITED STATES AND

b X100,
Uader the conven t.on of 1563 the ducation
of which has beer seversl Lives exteatcd
ors to n eloss o e

has brough its Ia s

ceporg ot the agent tue o Unitea Siates,
which necompuries the e DErs “ITssnmicted
herawith, it will be seeuq That withn
tima limited by fee cop misdon i
«j617 olaims on the Ppart or 0INz=n3 of
the United Staiea cpwus. Moxho were rs
erred (0 the comiuis-ion. O (unc® claim
834 were divmisecd or oisallowed, and v 136

cuEes EWAMIS weTo wads 13 favor Of e

cimoni® sgaioss the Mexican rep l:l ¢ i
amounting in e s sgregae w i4,125,622 «£

praoct now pted is entirely unsatis-
fagLory.

Congrees, by an_aot approved the third
day of March, 1875, authorized the inhab-
itants of

THE TERRITORY OF COLORADO
To form » Siate governwent, with the name
of the State of Coloradv, and therein pro-
vided for .oe ndmi-sior of said State, when
furmed, in‘o the Urion npon an equal foot-
ing with the originsl States. A constito-
t:ou having been adopted snd rotified by
the prope of thal State, ¢mi the acting
Governor hoving esriified to me the faots,
ws provided by saia aot, together with a
copy of soel constitution and ordinancee,
as provided ‘07 in the gaid sef, und the pro-
vicion= of tia« said act of Cougress having
been duly complie with, I i-sued a procle-
waticm apon the firat of Aungust, 1876, a

{ copy of which {8 hereto annexad.

The supott oi the Sueretary of War ehows
that
THE ARMY

Has deen nctively employed during the
year in subduing, at the r-qnest of the In-
dian Buresu. cerisin wild bands of the
Sionx Iuowsn nation, and n preserving the
pesce at ‘he 8 wih during the election.

The oomm “<ion constituted under the
act of July 24 1876, to consider and report
on the whoie subject of the

REFORM AND REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMTY,
Met in Augusr la8t, and has ovllected a
large mass of riatistics and opinions bear-
ing on the sabj. ¢t before 16. These are now
undsr considviation, snd their report is
pivgressng I am advised, though, by the
president of the cowmission, that iv will be

e +

sarveys and for improv at
various localities.

The estimates new nted are about
$6,000.000 in excess of the sppropriations
tor the years 1874, 1€75 and 1876. Tkis in-
crease is asked in order to provide ior the
i d forve, should their ser-
vices be neceseary, to prosecute economi-
oally work upon important pubko build-
ings, to provide fer armament of fortifica-
tions and manufacture of small arms, and
to replenish the working stock in the sup-
ply department. The approprietions for
these last named have for vbe past few
years been so limited that the 1
tions in store will be entirel
during the present year, an

exhausted
it will be

T

gricultural produveti ly, chemistry,
botany, enmmoloﬁy. eto. A study of this
report by those interested in agriculture
and deriving their support from it, will
find it of value in pointing out those ar-
tioles which are raised in greater quantity
than the needs of the world requre, and
must be sold for less than the cost of pro-
duction, an i those which command & profit
over cost of production because there is
not an over-production. I call special at-
tention to the need of the de, ent for a
new gallery for the receptiom of the ex-
hibite returned from the tennial Exhi-
bision, including the exhibits donated by
very many foreign nations, and to the re-
commendations of the commissioner of

n:ceaury to at once begim to repl
them.

I invite your special attention to the fol-
lowing recommendations of the Secretary
of War:

First—That the claims under the act of
July 4, 1864, for supplies taken by the army
duriog the war be removed from the offices
of the quartermaster and commissary gen-
erals and transferred to the Southern
claims commission. These c¢laims are of
pregisely similar nature to those now be-
fore the Southern claims commission, and
the War Department bureaus have not the
clerical force for their examination, nor
proper machinery for investigating the loy-
alty of the claimanta.

Seound—That Congress sanction the
scheme of an annuity tund for the bencfit
ot the families of deceased officers, and that
it algo provide for the permanent organi-
zation of the signal service, both of which
were recommended by me in my last an-
nual messsge.

Third—That the manufacturing opera-
tions of the ordnance department be con-
centrated at three arsenals and an armory,
and that the remaining arsenals be sold
and the proceeds applied to this object by
the ordnance department.

The appropria ions for

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPRONEMENTS.,

For the ourrent year were $5,015,000. With
wy approval the Secratary of War directed
that of this amount $2,000,000 should be ex-
pended, and no new works should be begnn
and none prosecuted which were not of na-
tional importance. Subn;:?’nontly this
smount was increased to $2,237,600, and the
works are now progressing on this basis.
THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE BOUTH PASS
Of the Missiesippi river, under James B.
Eads and his associates, is progressing
favorably. At the present time there is a
channel of twenty and three-tenths feet in
depth between the jetties at the mouth of
the pass and eighteen feet six inches at the
head of the pass. Neither channel, how-
ever, has the width required before pay-
A

agr g y.
The report of the
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

And the Board of Health are just received,
too late to read them and to make recom-
mendations thereon, and are herewith sub-
mitted.

The

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION
Held in Philadelphia this year im ocom-
memoration of the one hundredth anniver-
sary of A independ has proven
a great success, and will no doubt be of en-
during advantage to the Y-
shown the great progress in the arts,
i and h 1skill made in a cen-
tury, snd demonstrated that we are but
littls behind older nations in any one
branch, while in some we scarcely have a
rival. It has served, too, not only to bring
peoples and products of ekill and labor
from all parts of the world together, but in
bringing together people from all rections
of our own country, which must prove a
great benefit in the information imparted
and pride of country engendered.

It has been suggested by scientists inter-
ested in and connected with the Smithsoni-
an Institute, in & communication herewith,
that the government exhibit be removed to
the capital and a suitable building be erect-
ed or purchased for its dation as a
permanent exhibition. I earnestly recom-
mend this, and believing that Congress
would second this view, I direoted that all

overnment exhibits at the Centennial Ex-
gibition should remain where they are, ex-
ceptsuch as might be in)nrod by remaining
in & building not i d as a protecti

in inclement weather, or such as may be
wanted by the department farnishing
them, until the question of permanent ex-

hi:xlt::n “h”gd - propriated b;
oug! @ moneys &p) y
Congress to enable the participation of the
several exeoutive departments in the Inter-
nationa) Exhibition of 1876 were mnot suf-
ticient to oarry out the undertaking to the
full extent at first comtemplated, it gives
1 to refer to the very efficient and

ment can be made by the United Stat
commission of engineer officers is now ex-
amining these works, and their reports will
be presented as soon as received.

THE BEPORT OF THE BECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Shows that branch of the service to be in
condition as effective as it is posesible to
keep iv with the means and authority given
the depariment. It is, of course, not poa-
gible to rival the costly and progressive es-
tablishments of great Europesn powers
with the old material of our navy, to which
no increase has been authorized sines the
war, except the eight small eruizers built to
supply the place of others which had gone
to decay. Yet the most has been dome
tBat was possible with the means at com-
mand, and by substantially rebuilding
sowe of our old ships with durable material,
and completely repairing and refitting our
monitor fleet, the navy has been gradually
#0 bronght up that, though it does not
waintain its relative position among the
progressive naviesof the world, it is now in
acondition more powerful and effective than
it ever hae been 1n time of peace. The com-
plste repairs of our five heavy ironclads are
only delayed on account of the inadequacy
of the appropriations made last year for the
working bureauns of the department, which
weras actually laes in amount than those
. made beiore the war, notwithstanding the
greatly enhanced price of labor and ma-
terials, and the inorease in the cost of the
paval service growing out of the universal
use and great expense of steam machinery.
The money necessary for these repairs
should be provided at onoce, that they may
be completed without farther unnecessar;
delay and expense. When this is done, ail
the strength that there is in our navy will
be developed and useful to ite full capacity,
and it will be powerful for purpuses of de-
fense, and also for offensive action, should
the necessity for that arise,within 8 reason-
able distance from our shores.

The fact that our navy is not more mod-
ern and powerful than it is Iu; been made

me p
creditable manner in which the board ap-
pointed trom these several depat tmenta, to
provide an exhibition on the part ot the
government, have disch d their duties
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been practiced upon them in man places
within the last eleven years, whole com-
munities would have sought refuge in San
Domingo.

1 do not suppose the whole race would
bave gome, nor is it desirable that they
should go. Their labor is desirable, indis-
pensable almost, where they now are; but
the possession ot this territory would bave
left the megro master of the situation by

bling him to & d his riﬁlm at home
on pain of finding them elsewhere.

I do not present these views now asa
recommendation for a renewal of the sub-
jeot of a7 nexation, but I do refer to it to
vindicate my previous action in regard to it.

With the present Congress my official
time terminates; it is not probable that
public aftairs will ever again receive atten-
tion from me further than as a citizen of the
republic, always taking a deep interest in
the honor, integrity and proeperity of the
whole land. U. 8. GRANT.

Exeoutive Mansion, December 5, 1876,

THE VERDICT.

LOUISIANA FOR HAYES

ALL THE REPUBLICAN STATE
OFFICERS ELECTED.

FOUR OUT OF SIX CONGRESSMEN

A Republican Majority in Both
Branches of the Legislature.

The patient Returning Board has at last
completed its labore, and the result in part
will be found in another column. It will
be seen that we have ocarmed the State for
Hayes by a handeome majority, elected the
entire State ticket, and four out of thesix
Congresemen. We are informed unofficially
that both brapehes of the General Assembly
will have good Republican majorities.

Thie is  gratifying, though not unexpect-
ed result. If everything had been perfectly
fair thronghout the State during the cam-
paign and on the day of election, this result
would have been secured by at least 15,000
majority.

The election of Governor Hayes to the
v is thus assured, as the vote of

Pranid
X

with the funde placed at their
Without a precedent to guide them in the
preparation of such a display, the sucoess
of their labors was amply attested by the
sustained attention which the contents of
the Government Building attracted during
the period of the exhibit from both for-
eign and native yisitors.

1 am etrongly impressed with the value of
the collection made by the government for
the purpoees of the exaibition, illustrating
as it does the mineral resources of the
country,

THE STATISTICAL AND PRACTICAL EVIDENCES
Of our growth as a nation, and the uses of
the mechanical arts and the applications of
applied sci in the admini ion of the
uffaira of government. Many nations have
voluntarily contribated their exhibits to
the United States to increase the interest in
any perman-nt exhibition Congress may
provide for. For this act of generosity the,
should receive tke thanks of the people, an:

1 respectfully suggest that & resolution of
Congress to that effcot be adopted.

The attention of Congress can not be too
earnestly called to the necessity of throw-
ing some greater safeguard over the method
of choosing and declaring

THE ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT.

Under the present system there seems to

be no provided remedy for contesting the

Florida has been virtually known for more
than a week. He has been chosen too, by
as fair a vote as any ever relied upon, and
it is morally certain that he will be inaugu-
rated. Any attempt to defeat this will be
followed by the tramp of armed men—men,
too, who have marched before, and are no
mere holiday soidiers. But we do not an-
ticipate any serious trouble. We believe
everybody but about one hundred thous-
and office seekers will oheerfally acquiesce
in the resalt, and that some Democrats in
both sections will be secretly glad that the
popular and entirely safe statesman of the
Weat has been elected.

Amusements.

Mr. Sothern repeated his character of
Spoonbill, in “A Hornet's Neat,” last night
at the Varieties Theatre to an appreciative
audience. To-night he will act David Gar-
rick in Robertson’s comedy of that name.
Garrick, as a character, is as different from
Dundreary as is Hamlet from Toodles. In
the banquet scene the actor acts,and as-

election in any one State. The dy is
partially in the enlightenment of electors.
The compulsory sapport of

FREE 8CHOOLS,
and the disfranchisement of all who can
not read and write the English language,
after a fixed probation, would meet my
hearty approval. I would not make this
apply to those already voters, but I would
to all beco!ning;o after the expiration of

a cause of P r's the 'y
of the Navy by persons who at the same
time criticize and complain of his endeavors
to bring the navy that we have to its best
and most efficient condition; but the coun-
try will understand that it is really due to
his practical action that we have at this
time any eftective naval force at command.
The report of the
POSTMASTER GENERAL

Shows the expenditures (excluding expen-
ditures on account of previons years) over
receipts for the fiecal year ending June 30,
1876, to be $4,151,988 66 Estimated expendi-
tures for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877, ars $36723 432 43; estimared reve-
nue for eame period is $30,645,165; leaving
estimated exoess of expenditure to be ap-
propriated a8 a deficiency of §6.826,743.
The Postmaster General, like his predecrs-
sor, is convineed thata change in the basis
of adjusting the ealaries of postmasters of
tho fourth elass is necessary for the good of
the scrvice as well as for the interests of the
government, and urgently recommends
that the compensation of the class of post-
msters above mentioned be based upon the
businees of their respective officee, as ascer-
tained from the sworn returus to the audi-
tor of stamps ecanceled.

A few postmasters in the Southern States
have expressed great approhension of

THEIR PERSONAL BAFETY

On aceount of their connection with the
postal service, and have specially requested
that their reports of apprehended danger
should not be made publie, lest it shonid
result in the loss of their lives. But no
positive testimony of interference has been
submitted, except in the case of a mail mes-
senger at Spartanburg, in South Carolina,
who reported that he had been violently
driven away while in charge of the maile,
on account of his political affiliations. An
assisrant superintendent of the railway mail
Bervice inveatigntod this case, and re-
ported that the messenger had disap-
peared from his ost, leaving his
work to be performed by a substitute.

The Postmaster General tuinke this case
is sufficiently snggestive to justify him in

1upraciicatlo to comply with the el of
the aot requiri/ g the report to be presented
through me te C ugress on the first day of
Lbie session, a= theie has not yet been time
for that mature deliberation which the im
puriauer of Lhe subjict demands, There-
tore, | ask that the time for making the re-
poit be cXtend d to the tweuty-uinth day
vt January, 1877, 5

Lz aceori smee with the resolation of Au-
gust 15, 186, the army regulati ms pre-
parad uuder the wet ot March 1, 1876, have
uet boen poomulgated, bat are beld until
siter the roport of ihe wbove mentionsd
cosaun#eionsrs rhull nave - been received
an  aoled on.

By the set of Angust 15 1876, the cav-

aliy fores of the arm® was uorcased by
vweniy-five bunared wer, with the proviso
taat they should be ui-cnarged on the ex-
piretion of no-iittien Undir this aathoe-
iy, the e-ary regitivnts  have been
strengthened, and o poraon of them are
now purcwn: b remnunis of the Ivdians
vith whoo they bave becr engaged during
Tov ~llkaver.

¢ enmates of the War Depar'ment
A Wi G L0€ vsis o) the nutber of
w neull i by law aud thor rog ure-
WeL.» ah _x wn by resrs of expeneoe,
ud a'so with he purposc on the pary of
the vuienu flio « & provide for all con-
I g el faw Inay arlee curing thke time
for shie ihe ennaies are wade, vxel a-

Sive of cugines colil e es prose: ted in ac-
curduucs w il acis of Cungrees calling for

ding that & more severe punish-
ment should be provided for the offense of
assaulting any persun in charge of the
mails, or retarding or otherwise obstruot-
ivg them by threats of personal injury.

A very gratif ing resnlt is presenied in
the fact that the deficienoy of this depart-
ment daring the iast fisoul year was re-
dnowd to $4,08i,790 18 as against $6,169,-
938 88 of the precediug year. The differ-
ence ¢an be traced to the large increase in
i's ordinary receipte, which greatly ex-
ceeded the estimates therefor, and & slight
decrease in its expenditures. The ordinary
reccipts of the Postoffice Department for
the past seven years have increased at an
average of over eight per cent per annum,
whila the iucrease of expenditurea for the
aama period has been avout five-fifty per
eent per anpum, and the decrease of de-
ficiency in the revenues has been at the
rate of nearly two per cent per annum.

The report of the

THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE
Accompanying this messags, will be
fouud one of great interest, marking, ae it
does, the great progress of the last century
in tue variety oi produocts of the seil, -
crezsed kuowlodge, ekill in the labor of
producing, saving and manipulating the
ratwe to prepare them for the use of man;
in the improvements in machinery to aid
the agricenliurist in bis labors, and in a
knowledge of those scientific subjects neces-

sary %o a thorough system of economy in

the probat ed on. Foreigners coming
to the country to become;citizens, who are
educated in their own language, should ac-
quire the requisite knowledge of ours dur-
ing the y time of reeid to ob-
tain naturalization. If they did not take
interest emough in our language to acquire
sufficient knowledge of it to enable them to
study the institutions and laws of the coun-
try intelligently, I would not confer upon
them the right to make such laws nor to se-
lect those who do.

I append to this for con
reference, » synopsis of administrative
events, and of all recommendations to Con-
gress made by we duriog the last seven
yeoars.

Time may show some of these recom-
mendations not to have beem wisely con-
oeived, but 1 believe the large part will do
no discredit to the administration. One of
these recommendations met with the united
opposition of one political party in the Sen-
ate, and with a strong opposition from the
other, namely,

THE TREATY FOR THE ANNEXATION OF SAN
DOMINGO

to the United States, to which I will special-
ly refer, maintainiug, as I do, that if my
views have been concurred in the country
would he in a more prosperous condition
to-day, both politically and financially.
San Domiogo is fertile, and upon its eoil
may be grown just those tropioal products
of which the United States use so much,
and which are produced or prepared for
market now by slave labor almost exclu-
sively, namely: Sugar, coffee, dye woods,
mahogany, tropical fraits, tobacco, ete.
About seventy-five per cent of the exports
ot Cuba are cvnsumed in the United States.
A large percentage of the exports of Brazil
also find the rame market. These are paid
for almost exclusively in coin. )
Legislation, partioularly in Cuba, being
unfavorable to a 1 h of the

drunk for a purpose, bat
otherwise there are touches of natare in the
comedy, and passages of earnestness and
pathos that calls for the beat efforts of the
player. Those who think of Mr. Sothern
as Dundreary, snd that always, will be
surprised at and must admire his persona-
tion of Garrick.

Professor M. Hartz continues his magical
performances at Grunewall Hall, and will
give a matinee to-day. Any written de-
soription of the Professor’s tricks would
fall shert of impressing the reader with
their seeming impossibility. The Indian
box trick completely mystifies the beholder.
An empty chest, big enough to hold a man,
is securely locked, afterwards bound about
with zopes, then wrapped in canvass, and
ropes are put over that and tied; an as-
sistsnt is placed on the box under a bag
whioh is tied down to it with firm knots,
sealed ; it seems imposeible for the man to
free himself, and yet within the space of
two mi or less he ges to get in-
side of the box, which before it is opened
is found to be as securely tied up and loocked
as when left by the committee. Compared
with this the performances of the Daven-
ports appear commonplace. Many other
tricks executed by the Professor excite
wonder and surprise.

On Thursday evening a grand billiard
matoh will be given at Crescent Hall for
the benefit of the sufferers by fire. For
this worthy purpose Mr. J. A. Walker has
tendered the free use of his rooms and ta-
bles and services of his assistants, and Mr.
William Sexton, the chsmpion billiard
player, will engage in & match game for
the purpose of giving exhibitions of his
skill,

Another entertainment for the benefit of
sufferers by fire will be given by Professor
Hermann and wife at the Opera House on

products of each country, flour shipped
trom the Mississippi river to Havana can
pass by the very entrance to the city on its
way to & port in Spain, then pays a duty
tixed upon artiocles to be re-exported, trans-
ferred to a Spanish veesel and brought
back almost to the point of startisg, paying
a second duty, and still leaving a profit over
what would be received lg direot shipment.
All that is produced in Cuba could ge pro-
daced in Sen Domingo. Being a part of
the United States, commerce between the
island and mainland would be free. There
would be no export duties on shipments nor
import duties on those coming here. There
would be no import duties upon the sup-
plies, machinery, etc., going from the States

The effect that would have been pro-
duced upon Cuban commerce, with these
advantages to a rival, is observable at a
glance. The Cuban question would have
bren settled long ago in favor of tree Cuba.
Hundreds of American vessels would now
be advantageously used in transporting the
valuable woods and other products of the
island to market, and in carrying supplies
and emigrants to it. The island is but
sparcely settled, while it has an area
sufficient for the profitable employmwent of
several miilions of people. The soil would
have soon fallen into the hands of
United States capitalists. The products are
80 valuable in that emigration
there would have been emcouraged. Toe
emencipated race of the South would have
found there a congenial home, where their
eivil ri%hu would not be disputed, and
where their labor would be so much sought
afrer that the poorest among them ocould
have found the means to go. Thus, in cases
of great oppression aud cruelty, such as has

Saturday night. Hermann is king in his
particalar line of legerdemain, and is an
extremely pleasing performer, His enter-
tainment, for its merit, and for the charity

it1s to aid, should be well ded
T R R

Is It Another Job ¢

The tax collector of the First Distriot has
advertised for sale to-day, for State taxes
the Mechanics’ Institation property. It is
well-known that this property has reverted
to the State, and that the charter of the
former owner has expired by limitation,
and is now in liquidation. To eell this
property of the BState, worth probably
$100,000, for taxes due the State, is a very
sigular prooeeding, and either indicates an
intention to throw the valuabls estate into
the hands of a ring, or else the grossest
negleot of duty and ignorance of facts on
the part of the law officers of the State.
The proposition to sell for taxes is certainly
a waiver by the State of its rights of full
ownership. Perhaps Governor Kellogg
might find time to give this matter his at-
tention long enough to stop the sale and
prevent the sacrifice of about the only
valuable thing the Democratic rings have
left to the State of Louisiana.

The Harvard College boys take after S)!-
dene more than they do after the stately
Janauschek,

BY TELEGRAPH.

CONGRESS,
Senate.

WASHINGTON, December 5.—Mr. Ed--
munds moved to take up the resolution
submitted by him yesterday, orderiag an
inquiry into the late elections in various
Southern States, whioch motion led to a
lengthy debate, after which the motion te
take up the resolution was agreed to—yeas
38, naye 22. A strict party vote.

Mr. Morton submitted a resolution look-
ing to the amendment of the constitution
providing for the election of President by
Congressional districts.

Mr. Edmunds’ resolution reported yester-
day was adopted.

Adjourned.

House.

_ The morning hour was corsumed in -
liamentary debate, Mr. Plaisted, of Maine,
claiming he bad voted against the suspen-
sion of the rules for the appointment of
committees for the South. Mr. Banks
olaims the record should be corrected, and
the correotion defeats the resolutivn order-
ing the committees. An early eolution is
not expeeted.

The Southern committees are arranged to
provide for five sub committees in Louis-
1an8, three in South Carolina and two in
Florida, with two Democrats and one Re-
publican on each. Thompson, of Massa-
chusetts, is chairman of the Florida com-
mittes. All the committees leave to night.

The question of the appointment of t
saleot committees to proceed to Louisians,
Florida and South Carolina was reopened
immediately after the reading of the jour-
nal, in the shape of a motion to cor-
rect the journal, made by Mr. Plaisted, of
Maine, who asserted he had voted yester-
day in the negative on that resolution, bus
that his vote had not been recorded, as the
?h‘:nga otl" _ﬁ)iilh:gh vonll«‘l defeat the reso-

ution, whic got the neeessary two-
thirds majority only by a tie vote of
156 to 78,

The right of correction was challenged by
the Demooratic side, but the Speaker de-
oided, atter a long discussion, that the jour-
nn'i‘ ll‘nn:’t b‘:ioormtod. o

is decision gave great pleasure to the
Republican side of the House, but the
triumph was of short duration, for imme-
diately a like correction of the journal was
made by Mr. Faller, of Indiana, who had
yesterday voted .J“’ and whose vote had
not been recorded.

With these corrections of the journal the
vote stood 157 to 79, and the Speaker giving
hin casting vote in the affirmative, the reso-
lution was again carried by the neces
two-thirds ml)oria. The resuls was gree!
with applause on the Demooratioc side of the

ouse.

Saturday, December 16, was
eulogies on the late Speaker Kerr.

The message was then read.

The Speaker announced the following se-
lect committees:

On Louisiana—Mesers. Morrison, of Illi-
nos; Jenks, of Pennsylvania; loinho-, of
Ohio; Lynde, of Wisconsin; Blackbarn, of
Kentucky; Meade, of New i’urk; House, of
Tennessee; Pbelps, of Connectiout; New, of
Indians; Koss, ot New Jersey; Townsend, of
Pennsylvania; Danford, of Ohio; Haribut, of
1llinoie; Crapo, of Massachusetts, and Joyoe,
of Vermont.

On Florida—Mesers. Thompson, of Mas-
sachusetts; Debolt, of Missouri; Walling, of
Ohic; Houokine, of Pennsyivania; Garfield,
of Onio; Dunnell, of Minneeota.

On the South Carolina committee the
name of Mr. Cochrane, of Pennsylvania,
was substituted for that of Mr. Stenger, of
Pennsylvania, d on tof ill
in his family.

THE SITUATION.

The Sonth Carolinn Legislature.
CoLuMBIA, 8. C., December 5.—Tuhe Bem-
ocratic House gained two more from the
Republican House, with certificates of the
Board ot Canvassers, making sixty-two,
and lacking only one of a constitutional
quornm. Both houses are in eession, also
the Senate. Troops are being removed and
special constables now eupply their places.
State constables replaced the troops at
the State House. A large number of apecial
sergeants-at-arms were placed at the doors
of the Senate and House. Troops are still
retained in the State House for the purpose
of protecting the Govermor. A sentinel
sin front of Governor Chamberlain's

oor.

The Senate and House in joint session
canvassed the vote.

Edgefield and Laurens were thrown ous.
The Democratic Senators retired, and
Chamberlain was declared elected by 3044
votes.

Adjourned.

It is expeoted that Chamberlain will be
inangurated to-morrow.

The Hampton House were in session all
day. Their action was uni tant, P
that they gained two more members from
the Mackey House, making their member-
ship sixty-two, holding certiticates of the
Board of State Canvassers, and seventy,
including the Edgefield and Laurens dele-
gations, who hold certificates from the Sa-
preme Court.

G -neral Hampton spoke this evening, de-
claring that he intended to be Governor.

In the Supreme Court argument was
heard in the application for d
compelling the Becretary of State to de-
liver the returns to Speaker Wallace, and
papers wore taken under advisement.

An argument on quo warranio proceed-
ings, requiring the Hayes electors to show
by what suthority they exercise the funo-
tiona of oftioe, will be heard in the morning.
The electors megt to-morrow,

A Dispatch from Chamberlafin.

WABHINGTON, Daecember 5.—Governor
Chamberlain publishea another dispatch in
the New York Tribune. He says: United
States troops at Columbia have assumed no
duties unless properly called upon to do so.
He called upon Colonel Black for a suffi-
oient force on the twenty seventh to proteot
the State House. He did this, he says, upon
evidence of a matured plan to take posses-
sion of the halis of the Legislature and
earry out the shotgan policy in the organ-
ization of the two houses. Colonel Black,
as he was bound to do, Chamberlain con-
tinues, ordered a company of soldiers to
guard the State House, when he (Chamber-
iain) detailed, oa the twenty-seventh, a
State officer to take charge of the admis-
sions. This officer’s orders were enforced
by military officers on duty. Chamberlain
proceeds at great length in justitication of
his own aoction, which he claims the mili-
tary properly supported.

Mones’ Court Atter the Returas.

A Tribune special says, allading to th
rule which is asked frui) court, iractiu:
Mackey to deliver to Wallace the returns
received by Maokey, as Speaker, it 18 con-
ceded t!ub. the court will not recognize
Mackey's right to the returns, and will or-
der him to give them up. Should he refute
the Democratio rifle clubs here will
fur:ish & posse suflicient to put him in ar-
res|

A Nebraska Ivjunction Case.

Omana, Dacember 5.—Judgs Savage held
night seesion_here, evjoming Republicans
who are making energetio efforts to get a
quorum at the extra session uf the Logisla-
ture at Lincoln. The court refuses an in-
Jjunction to restrain the R -publican electors.

Bold Piny of the Oregon Democrats.

San Francisco, December 5 —A Salem,
Orezon, dispateh says: A canvass of the
votes show & Republican m <jority of 1165.
A protest was fied, sigued by Senator
Kelly and eight others, sgzinst the issuance
ot a ceriificate to Pos'master Watts, and
tavor giving it to the next highost,

The Governor gives vo'ice that he will
hoar argument on Taesdey. Tne Repub-
Jinons will not argue the matter bofore tae
Goverpor, claiming that bo has no jurisdio-
tion. The Governor’sdecision will be given
on Tueaday night.

The Vermont Rlectdrs.

MoxTPELIER, Vi, Dan inher 5 —The alse-
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