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WH E  3 1 E 8 8 A G E .

Tlie President’s Last Annual Message 

to Congress.

T* the S en a te  and Home of Representatives:
la  submitting my eighth and last annual 

message to Congress it seems proper that I 
should refer to and in some degree
RECAPITULATE TU B  EVENTS AND OFFICIAL  

ACTS

Of the past eight years.
I t was my fortune or misfortune to be 

©ailed to the office of chief executive with­
out any previous political training. From 
the ege of seventeen I had never even wit- 
neesad the excitement attending a presi­
dential campaign bnt twice antecedent to 
tty  own candidacy, and at but ene of them 
wan I eligible as a voter. Under suck cir­
cumstances it is but reasonable to suppose 
that errors of judgment must have occurred. 
Et en had they not, différences of opinion 
between the executive, bound by en oath 
to the strict performance of his duties, and 
■writers and debaters, must have arisen. It 
is not necessarily evidence ot blunders on the 
ttw t of the executive because there are these 
differences of views. Mistakes have been 
Biade, as all can see, and I admit, but it 
seems to use oftener in the selections made 
of the assistants appointed to aid in carry­
ing ont the various duties of administering 
the government in nearly every case se­
lected without a perscnal acquaintance 
with the appointee, but upon recommenda­
tions of the representative chosen directly 
by the people. It is impossiKe, where so 
many trusta are to be allotted, that the 
right parties should be choses in every in­
stance. History shows that dj administra­
tion, from the time of Washington to the 
present, has been free from these mis­
takes. Eut I leave comparisons to history, 
olaiming only that I have acted in every 
instance from a conscientious desire to do 
what was right, constitutional, within the 
law, and for the very best interests of the 
whole people. Failures have been errors 
of judgments, not of intent.

MY C r fIL  CASTOR

Commenced at a most critical and difficult 
time, lees than four years before the ooen 
try had-emerged from a ooadiot such as no 
other nation has ever survived. Nearly 
one-half of theStates had revolted against 
the government, and of those remaining 
faithful to the Union <a large percentage 
of the population sympathised with 
the rebellion and made an “enemy in 
the near” almost as dangerous ae 
the more her.orable enemy in the 
front. The latter oommitted errors of 
judgment, bnt they m ainlined them openly 
and courageously. The former received 
the protection of the .government they 
would-have destroyed, and reaped all the 
pecuniary advantages to be gained out of 
then existing stete of affairs, many of them 
by obtaining contracts and by swindling 
the government in the- delivery of their 
goods.

Immediately on the cessation of hostilities, 
the then noble President, who had carried 
the country so far through its perils, fell a 
martyr to his patriotism at the bands of an 
assassin.. The intervening time to my first 
inauguration wae filled up with wranglings 
between Congress and the new exeentive as 
to the

P B S T  MODE O F REOON3TR CCTION,

Or, to speak plainly, as to whether the con­
trol of the government should be thrown 
immediately iBtc the bands o f those who 
had so reoently and perektently tried to 
destroy it, or whether the vict ors should 
continue to have an equal a oice with them 
in this ooatrol.

Reconstruction, as finally agreed upon 
means this, and only this, creep t that the 
late slave was enfranchished trivi ng an in­
crease as was supposée to the Uni on loving 
and Union supporting votes. If fr ee, in the 
fall sense of the word, they wonld not dis­
appoint this expectation. Eence, at the 
beginning of my first administra) ion the 
work of reconstruction, much embs rraesed 
by the long delay, virtually oemmei iced. It 
was the work of the legislative bra nch of 
the government. My province was wholly 
in approving their acts, wbioh I di« l most 
heartily, urging the Legislatures of States 
that had net yet done so to ratii y the 
fifteenth amendment to the oonttitutii in-

The country was laboring under an enor­
mous debt contracted in the suppress! ou of 
rebellion, and taxation wan so oppressa re as 
to discourage production. Another da. oger 
also threatened us—a foreign war. The 
last difficulty had to be adjusted, and vas 
adjusted without a war, and in a man 1er 
highly honorable to all parties concern' wl.

Taxes have been reduced within the It 
•even years nearly 1300,000,000, and
t h e  NATIONAL DEBT HAS BEEN REDUCE D

In the same time over $435,OOOiOOO. B y 
refunding the six per cent bonded debt fo r 
bonds, bearing five and tear and sne-hali \ 
percent interest respectively, the annual 
interest has been reduced from over $130,- 
000,000 in 18'9 to but little over $160,000,- 
000 in 1876. The balance of trade has been 
ehaoged from over $130,000,000 against the 
United States in 1869 to more than $120,- 
000,000 in our favor in 1876.

It is confidently believed that the balance 
of trade in favor of the United States will 
increase, nob diminish, and that the pledge 
of Congress to resume specie payment in 
1879 will be eaeily accomplished, even in 
the absence of much desired further legis­
lation on the subject.

THE INDIAN POLICY.

A policy has been adopted toward the 
Indian tribes inhabiting a large portion of 
the United States which has been humane 
and has substantially ended Indian hostili­
ties in the whole land, except in a portion of 
Nebraska, Dakota, Wyoming and Mon­
tana Territories, the Black Hills region anu 
approaches thereto. Hostilities there have 
grown out of the avarice of the white man, 
who has violated onr treaty stipulations in 
his search for gold. The a nestion might be 
asked why the government has not en­
forced obedience to the terms of the treaty,
Srohibiting the occupation of the Black 

[ills region by the whitest The answer 18 
simple: The first immigrants to the Black 
Hills were removed by troops, but rumors 
of rich discoveries of gold took into that 
region increased numbers. Gold was found 
in paying quantity, and an effort to remove 
the miners would only result in the deser­
tion of the bulk of the troops that might be 
sent there to remove them. All difficulty 
in this matter has, however, been removed, 
subject to the approval of Congress, by a 
treaty ceding the Black Hills and ap­
proaches to settlement by citizens.

The subject of Indian policy and treat­
ment is so tully set forth by the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, and my views to fully ex­
pressed therein, that I refer to their reports 
and recommendations as my own.

FO REIG N  A FFA IR S.

The relations of the United States with 
foreign powers continue on a friendly foot­
ing Questions have arisen from time to 
time in the foreign relations of the govern­
ment, but the United States have been 
happily »reed for the past year from the 
complications and embarrassments which 
have surrounded some ot the foreign 
cowers The diplomatic correspondence 
submitted herewith contains information 
as to certain of the matters which have oc­
cupied the government.

The cordiality which attends our rela­
tions with the powers of the earth has been 
plainly shown by the general participation 
nf !o eigo nations in tbe exhibition which 
has inst closed, and by tbe exertions made 
by distant powers to show their in teres 
add friendly leeliegs toward the> Uui.ed 
Stales in the commemoration ot the ceu

“ T Ä “ ™ V » Ä p .o p ! .o f th e O » it« i  
BUtes have not only fu.ly appreciated toi- 
exhibition of kindlv feeling, bm, L m sybe 
iustlv and fairly expected that no sma I 
C e f i ts  will result both to ourselves an ; 
other nations from a better acquaintance 
»nd better appreciation of our mutual ad­
vantages and mutual wants. Congress at

its last session saw fit to rednoe the amount 
usually appropriated for foreign intercourse 
by withholding appropriations from repre­
sentatives of the United States in certain 
foreign countries, and for certain consular 
officers, and by reducing the amounts usually 
appropriated for certain other diplomatic 
posts, and thus necessitating a change in 
tbe grade of the representative. For these 
reasons, immediately upon the passage of 
the bill making appropriations for the dip­
lomatie and consular service for the pres­
ent firoat year, instructions were issued to 
the reuresentatives of the United States at 
Bolivia, Ecuador and Colombia, and to the 
consular officers for whom no appropi iation 
had been made, to close their respective le­
gations and ©or an lates and eea«e from the 
performance of their duties, and in like 
manner stops were immediately taken to 
substitute charges d'affaire for ministe rs 
resident in Portugal, Denmark, Greece, 
Switzcrlaed and Paraguay.

While thoroughly impressed with the wis­
dom ol sound economy in the foreign service 
as in other branches of the government, 
I can sot escape the coneiueion that in 
some instane.es the withholding of appro­
priations will prove an expensive economy, 
and that the small retrenchment secured 
by a change of grade in certain diplomatic 
posts is not an adequate consideration for 
the lees of icfluecc«' and importance which 
will attend onr foreign representative*. 
Under this reduction, I am of tbe opinion 
that a re-examination of the subject will 
cause a change in sonie installées in the 
conclusions reached on these subject» at the 
last session of Congress.

The Court of Commissioners of
ALABAMA CLAIMS,

Whose functions were continued by an 
act of the last session of Congress, until 
the first day of January, 18/7, lias carried 
on its labors with dilig* nee and general 
satisfaction. By a report from the cierk ot 
U/e -court transmitted herewith, hearing 
date November 14, 1876, it appears that 
within the time now allowed by law the 
court will have disposed of all the claims 
presented for adjudication. This repert 
also contains a statement of the general re­
sults of the labors of the court to the date 
thereof. It is a canseof satisfaction that 
the method adopted for the satisfaction of 
the classes of claims submitted to tbe court, 
-which »re of long standing and justly en­
titled to early consideration, should have 
proved successful and acceptable.

It is with satiesaction that I am enabled 
to state that the work of the joint commis- 
•sion lor determining the

BOUNDARY LINE

Between the United States and British Pos­
sessions from the northwest angle of the 
Lake ef tbe Woods to tbe Rocky mountains, 
commenced in 1872, has been completed, 
the final agreements of the commissioners, 
with the maps, have been duly signed, and 
the work ot the commission is complete. 
Tne fixing of the boundary upon the Pa 
ci flu coast by the protocol of March 10, 
1873, pursuant to the award ef the Empe­
ror of Germany, by article thirty-four ot 
the treaty of Washington, with the termina­
tion of the work of this commission, ud- 
jnsts and fixes the entire boundary between 
the United States aud the British Posses­
sions, except as to the portion of territory 
ceded by Russia to the United States under 
the treaty of 1867. The work intrusted to 
the commissioner aud tbe officers of tbe 
army attached to the commission has been 
well and satisfactorily performed. The 
original of the final agreement of commis­
sioners signed upon the twonty-uinth of 
May, 1876, with tbe original list of astrono­
mical stations, observed tbe original «-ffieiul 
list of monuments marking the interna­
tional boundary line, and the maps, records 
and general répons relating to ihe commi«- 
sion have been deposited in the Depart­
ment oi State. Tfce official report of tbe 
commissioner on the part of the United 
States, with the report oi tbe chief astrono­
mer of the United States will be submitted 
to Congress within a short time. I reserve 
for a separate oommnnication to Congress a 
statement of the condition of th« |que»tiono 
which lately arose with Great Britain 
respecting the surrender of fugitive crimi­
nals under the treaty of 1842.

THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT

Gave notice under date of January 15,1874, 
of its desire to terminate the ireatj of 
1862, concerning commerce and navigation, 
pursuant to the provisions of article twen­
ty-two thereof. Under this notice, the 
treaty terminated upon the fifth day of 
June, 1876. The government has invited 
negotiations toward the coLC'nsion of a 
new treatv. By the act of Congress of 
March 23, 1874, the President was author­
ized when he should receive satisfactory in­
formation that the Ottoman government, or 
that of Egypt, had oigtnizea new tribunals 
likely to secure to citizens of tbe United 
States the same impartial justice enjoyed 
ander the exercise of judicial func­
tions by diplomatic and consular offi­
cers of tbe United States, to su-pend the 
operation of the act of June 22, 1861», and 
to accept for eitizens ot the United Star s 
the jurisdlcion of tbe new tribunals. Sa - 
isfactory information having been received 
of the organization of snch new tribunals 
in Egypt, I caused a proclamation to be is 
saed, upon tbe twenty-seventh of March 
last, snspendiDg the operation of the act of 
Jane 22, 1860, in Egypt, according to the 
provisions ot the act. A copy of the proo- 

] amotion accompanies the message.
The United States has united with the 

o ther powers in tbe organiz tion of these 
o, mrts. It is hoped than tbe jurisdictional 
qi lestions which have arisen may be readily 
a,, justed, and tb it, this advance in judiei-1 
re' brm may be hindered by no "fist lei t > 
tbe liecess ,ry legislation tooa r ‘ 'tom  :n o 
effi. ot. The conveniion respecting commer­
cial reciprocity c noladod with

TH E  HAW AIIAN ISLAND«.

In 18 75, having been had. tbe proclamation 
to cai TV into effect the convention, a» <to- 
vid< d by tbe act approved August 15, 1876, 
was <1 ai'.V issued upon the ninth duy of 8«o- 
tembei ' lest. A copy thereof accompanies 
this nr «sage.

The t ommotions which have beep preva­
lent in

MEXICO

For som ® time past, and which unhappily 
seem to b * not yet wti >lly quieted, h.iv led 
to oomph dots by citizens of bo Uni'ed 
Stute« of l niuries by persons in authority 
It is hope however, that this will ulti- 
matelv be adjusted to the satisfaction of 
both "gover nments. The frontier ol the 
United S at< '* 'n that <1 ’art- r has not been 
exempt from acts 01 violence by citizens of 
one republic « ™ thcH0 oi th,î oth,*r' The *r0- 
auency of the 80 is supposed to be increased 
and their ad, justment made mo e diffi- 
cult by the t onsiderable char gea lu the 
course of the 1. >wer part of the Rio Grande, 
which river is » part ot the boundary : e 
tween the two countries. These ohang s 
have placed on cither side of that river 
portions oi land which, by exiting con 
veutions, belong t o the jurisdiction of the 
government on th.s. opposite side of the 
river. The subject ' oi adjustment of this 
cause of difficulty U un tier consideration 
between the two r p tolios.

The government ot the
UNITED STATES; OF COLOMBIA 

Has pa'd the award in the case of the 
steamer Mon’igo, seiz' «» bv the authorities 
of that got eminent so me years siuo<*, and 
tbe atm.uut has been transferred to the 
claimants. , _ , ,

It is with satisfaction f.hat l am able to an 
noance that t.be joist commission lor tuo 
adjustment of
CLAIMS BETWEE.N THF. UNITED STATES AND 

MJcXIOO,

U nder the c o n v e n t.o n  ot 1863. th e  d u ra ti •> 
o f v/hiob h as  be« it s c ie r» !  tim es cx ieu itcd  
has brougbi i ts  Inborn to  */-"l’8*-' 1,1,1 ••
report ot the ag'-nt fee '■ 1 cniteii Vati-S 
w hich aCCOitipacn-s th e  .■»«< net's -tra t,: un: '.  .1 
he rew ith , i t  w ill bo  set-,, ttial v i ' l r u  !■ 
f in e  lim ited  by th e  c u n .m s- io n  tn a ,  
••f!il7 claim s on th e  p a r t  ot c itizens ot 
urn Uni'ed Siam* ■ * c»‘- M ** *’ w”î0 r‘"
e rred  o t .« cotuti. s iifii. O t , ok 0 elo tti 

■SIR we:e d i m issed o r  oisallowed, an.'- !'■ i3o 
cases aw ard s  w ere u ta n -  in l.tvo r r 
ciaiit/nn is  a g a in s t th e  M exican r«-|i». Mus 
amounting in tuo a^yiegato to £4,125,622 20

Within the same period, 998 claims on the 
part of citizens of the Mexican republic 
against tbe United States were referred to 
the commission. Of these 831 were 
dismissed or disallowed, and in 167 
oases awards Were made in favor of 
the claimants against the United States, 
amounting 1n tbe aggregate to $150,- 
498 41. Bv the terms of the convention, 
the amoant of these awards is to be de­
ducted from the amount awarded in favor 
of our citizens against Mexico, and the 
balance only to be paid by Mexico to the 
United States, leaving the United "States to 
make provision for this proportion of the 
awards in favor of its own citizens. I in­
vite your attention to the legislation which 
will be necessary to provide for the pay­
ment.

In this connection I am pleased to be able 
to express the acknowledgment due to Sir 
Edward Thernton, the umpire of the com­
mission, who has given to the consideration 
of the large number of cl ims submitted to 
bira much time, unwearied patience, and 
that fairness and intelligence which are 
well known t  > belong to the accomplished 
representative of Great Britain, and wbioh 
are likewise recognized by the representa­
tive in this country of the republic of 
Mexico.

Monthly payments of a very small part 
of the amount due by the

GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA 

To citizens of tbe United States, on account 
of claims of the latter against that govern­
ment, continue to be made with reasonable 
punctuality. That government has pro­
posed to change tbe system which 't has 
hitherto pursued in this respeot by issuing 
bonos for part of tbe amount ot the several 
claims. The proposition, however, could 
not, it is supposed, properly be accepted, at 
least, without tbe consent ot tbe holders of 
certificates of the indebtedness of Vene­
zuela. The«e are so much dispersed that it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, to as­
certain their disposition on the subject.

In former merseges I have culled the a t­
tention of Congress to the necessity of 
legislation with regard to

FRAUDULENT NATURALIZATION 

And to the subject of expatriation and the 
eleotion of nationality. The numbers of 
persons of foreign birth seeking a home in 
the United States, the ease and facility 
with which tbe honest emigrant may, alter 
the lapse of a reasonable time, become pos 
sessed of all the privileges oi citizenship of 
the United States, and the frequent occa­
sions which induce such adopted oitizens to 
return to the country of their birth, render 
the subject of naturalization and the safe­
guards which experience has proved neoes- 
sary for the protection of the honest natu­
ralized citizeu of paramount importance. 
Tbe very simplicity in the requirements of 
law on this question afford opportunity for 
fraud, and tbe want of unilormity in the 
proceedings and records of the various 
courts, and in the forms of the certificates 
of naturaliza iou is ued, »ff «rd a constant 
source of difficulty. I suggest no addi­
tional requiremen's to the acquisition of 
citizenship bryoud those now existing, but 
I invite the earnest attention of CoDgress 
to the necfBi-i'y end wisdom of some pro­
visions regarding uniformity in the records 
and oertdioa.es; and providing against the 
frauds wbioh frequently take place and for 
the vacating of a record of naturalization 
obtained in fraud. These provisions are 
needed in aid end for the protection of the 
honest cit.zeii of foreign birth, and for the 
want of which he is made to suffer not in­
frequently.

The United States has insisted upon the 
right of exj a’ nation and l.as obtained 
alter a long struggle an admission ot the 
principle coutended for by acquiescence 
therein on the part of many foreign powers 
and by tlie conclusion of treaties on that 
subject. It is, however, but justioe to the 
government to which such naturalized citi- 
z^ns have lormerly owed allegiance as 
well as to the United States, that Certain 
fixed aud definite rules eliould be adopted 
governing such cases and providing liow 
expatriation msy be accomplished. While 
emigr-in's in large numbers become citi­
zens of the United Slates, it is also true 
that persons, both native born and na'ur- 
alizeu, once citizens ol the United States, 
either by formal acts or as the effect ef a 
series ot facts and circumstances, abandon 
their citizenship and ceasi to be entitled to 
the protection of the United States, but 
continue on convenient occasions to assert 
a claim to protection in the absence of pro­
visions on these questions.

And m this connection I again invite 
your atten-ion to the necessity of legisla­
tion concerning <b marriages of American 
citizens cont'aoied abroad, and concerning 
the status of American women who may 
marry foreigners, and of children born of 
American parents in a foreign country. The 
delioate anti complicated questions contin­
ually ooeurriug with reference to natural­
ization, expatriation, and the status of such 
persons as 1 have above referred to, induce 
me to urge immediate legislation in this 
connection. It is believed that other gov­
ernments are in advance of the United 
States upon this question, and that the 
proottee now adopted is entirely unsatis- 
laciory.

Congress, by an act approved the third 
day ot March, 1875, authorized the inhab­
itants ot

THE TERRITORY OF COLORADO 

To form a Siate government, with the name 
of the State of Colorado, and therein pro­
vided for »ne adiui-sion of said State, when 
formed, into the Union upon an equal foot­
ing with the original States, à constitu­
tion having been adopted and ratified by 
tu» poop e of that State. t».l the acting 
Govern >r h;.vu g certified to tne the facts, 
as provided bj said net, together with a 
copy ot soca constitution and ordinances, 
as provided fo•• iu the saul act, and the pro- 
vi ion- ot tm said act of Congiess having 
been duly conn In <’■ with, I i-sued a proclt- 
liiat.i n nanu the first of August, 1876, a 
copy of which is hereto annexed.

The report oi the Secretary of War shows 
that

THE ARMY

Has been actively employed during the 
year in subduing, at the r.-qnest ol the In­
dian Bureau, ceriaiu wi d bands of the 
îSi.inx I loiaii nation, and in preserving the 
p.-ace at tie S oih during the election.

The ootnm •’••ioti constituted under the 
act ot July 24 1876, to consider and report 
on the whole subject ot the
REFORM AND REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMT,

Met in August last, and has collected a 
large tua-s ot statistics and opinions bear­
ing n the sobj. ct before it. These are now 
and<-r cohbidi ation, and their report, is 
pi"gresuing i am advised, though, by the 
president of the uominission, that it will be 
impracticable to comply with the clause of 
tbe act lequin/ g the report to be presented 
through me to C tigress ou the first day of 
inir st ssion, a- there has not yet been time 
tbr that mature deliberation which the im 
pur aiice of l.bf_< subject demands. There- 
t re, 1 aak th.-»r the time for making the re­
po; r, be vXt* n l <1 to the twenty-ninth day 
O' Janus. i . 1877.

lu un oi umoe with the resolution of Au­
gust 15, 18.6, 'he arinv regulati ms pro- 
parcel uud'.-r the act ot March I, 1876, have 
u.'t b*< n pi mitigat'd, but are held until 
aft* r the r- port of ibe above mentioned 
I'otamis-’ioiiors shall nave - been received 
an ooteu ou.

B" the -ct of August 15 1876, the oav- 
aliy force of the arm; was increased by 
t»entv-fi" htu/ur. d no n. niih the proviso 
tnatlh y bhou-t l'.e oi-charged on tbe ex- 
pir»tion ot ho-*Unies Cul' r this autuor- 
i ibe en'R'rv regitronts have been 
sirenglhened, «nd a p r ion of 'hem are 
n «* p'itvuui. h leiunacts of the Ii iliaus 
W’th whom they have been engaged during 
ill.- -umuer.

T e e», mates of 'he War Depar ment. 
a, -- o.mi. '.e «.ii ine '.»sis «• the number ol 
ru il eu'.: o: z d by law and ih- lr ri q ure- 
meii.b as -I. in  by .'ears of «axperiHue , 
, u i i  u'fo si'ii tie purpos in the part of 
ihe ou et-.u flic I t p rov ide  lor all oon- 
i g m:e- iia  may arise during the time 

for vlucd the es unites are made, t xc i- 
s.vi* of engine» i s’im. es pr. sei ted in ac- 
coroance w in ac.sot Cuagrees calling for

surveys and estimates for improvements at 
various localities.

Th» estimates new presented are about 
$6,000.000 in excess of the appropriations 
tor the years 1874, 1875 and 1876. This in­
crease is asked in order to provide tor the 
increased cavalry force, should their ser­
vices be necessary, to prosecute economi­
cally work upon “important pubHo build­
ings, to provide for armament of fortifica­
tions and manufacture of small arms, and 
to replenish the working stock in the sup­
ply department. The appropriations for 
these last named have for tbe past few 
years been so limited that the accumula­
tions in store will be entirely exhausted 
during the present year, and it will be 
necessary to at once begin to replenish 
them.

I invite yonr special attention to the fol­
lowing recommendations of the Secretary 
of War:

First—That the claims under the act of 
July 4,1864, for supplies taken by the army 
duriug the war be removed from the offices 
of the quartermaster and commissary gen­
erals aud transferred to the Southern 
claims commission. These claims are of 
precisely similar nature to those now be­
fore the Southern claims commission, and 
the War Department bureaus have not the 
clerical force for their examination, nor 
proper machinery for investigating the loy­
alty of the claimants.

Second—That Congress sanction the 
scheme of an annuity fund for the benefit 
ot the families ot deceased officers, and that 
it also provide for the permanent organi­
zation of the signal service, both of which 
were recommended by me in my last an­
nual message.

Tbirii—That the manufacturing opera­
tions of the ordnance department be con­
centrated at three arsenals and an armory, 
aud that the remaining arsenals be sold 
and the proceeds applied to this object by 
the ordnance department.

The appropria ions tor
RIVER AND HARBOR IMPRONEMENTS.

For the current year were $5,015.000 With 
my approval the* Secretary ot War directed 
that of this amount $2,000,009 should be ex­
pended, and no new works should be began 
and none prosecuted which were not of na­
tional importance. Subsequently this 
amount was increased to $2,237,600, and the 
works are now progressing on this basis.

THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE SOUTH PASS

Of the Mississippi river, ander James B. 
Eads and bis associates, is progressing 
favorably. At the present time there is a 
channel of twenty and three-tenths feet in 
depth between the jetties at the month of 
the pass and eighteen feet six inches at the 
head of the pass. Neither channel, how­
ever, has tbe width required before pay­
ment can be made by the United States. A 
commission of engineer officers is now ex­
amining -these works, and their reports will 
be presented as soon as received.
THE BEFORT OF THE SECRETARY OP THE NAVY 

Shows that branch ot the service to be in 
condition as effective as it is possible to 
keep it with the means and authority given 
the department. It is, of courge, not pos­
sible to rival the costly and progressive es­
tablishments of great European powers 
with the old material of our navy, to which 
no increase has been authorized since the 
war, except the eight small oruizers built to 
supply the place of others which had gone 
to decay. Yet the most has been done 
tßat was possible with the means at com­
mand, and by substantially rebuilding 
some of ourold ships with durable material, 
and completely repairing and refitting our 
monitor fleet, the navy has been gradually 
so brought up that, though it does not 
maintain its relative position among the 
progressive naviesof the world, it is now in 
a condition more powerful and effective than 
it ever has been in time of peace. The cum- 
jil 'te repairs of our five heavy ironclads are 
only delayed on account of the inadequacy 
of the appropriations made last year tor the 
working bureaus of the department, which 
were actually less in amount than those 
made belore the war, notwithstanding the 
greatly euhanoed price of labor and ma­
terials, and the inorease in the cost of the 
naval service growing out of the universal 
use and great expense of steam machinery. 
The money necessary for these repairs 
should be provided at once, that they may 
be completed without farther unnecessary 
delay and expense. When this Is done, all 
the strength that there is in our navy will 
be developed and useful to its full capacity, 
and it will be powerful for purposes of de­
fense, and also for offensive action, should 
the necessity for that arise,within » reason­
able distance from our shoreE.

The fact that our navy is not more mod­
ern and powerful than it is has been made 
a cause of complaint against the Secretary 
of the Navy by persons who at tbe same 
time criticize and complain of his endeavors 
to bring the navy that we have to its best 
and most efficient condition; but the coun­
try will understand that it is realiy due to 
his practical action that we have at this 
time any effective naval force at command,

The report ot the
fO STK ASTEk GENERAL

Shows the expenditures (excluding expen­
ditures on account of previous years) over 
receipts for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1876, to be $4,151,988 66 Estimated expendi­
tures tor the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877, are $36 723 432 43; estimared reve­
nue for same period is $30,645.165; leaving 
estimated excess of expenditure to he ap­
propriated as a deficiency ot $6.826,743. 
The Postmaster General, like his predeces­
sor, i« convinced that»  change in the basis 
ol adjusting the salaries of postmasters of 
the lourth class is necessary for the good of 
tbe service as well as for the interests of tbe 
government, and urgently recommends 
that the compensation of the cla«s ot post- 
misters above mentioned be based upon the 
business of their respective offices, as ascer­
tained from the sworn returns to the audi­
tor of stamps canceled.

A few postmasters in the 8 mthern States 
have expressed great apprehension of

THEIR PERSONAL SAFETT 

On account of their connection with the 
postal service, and have specially requested 
that their reports of apprehended danger 
should not be made publio, lest it should 
result in the loss of their lives. But no 
positive testimony of interference has been 
submitted, except in the case of a mail mes­
senger at Spartanburg, in South Carolina, 
who reported that he had been violently 
driven away while in charge of the mails, 
on account of his political affiliations. An 
assistant superintendent of the railway mail 
service investigated this case, and re­
ported that the messenger had disap­
peared from his post, leaving his 
work to be performed by a substitute.

The Postmaster General tuinks this ease 
is sufficiently suggestive to justify him in 
recommending that a more severe punish­
ment should be provided for the offense of 
assaulting any person in charge of the 
mails, or retarding or otherwise obstruct­
ing them by threats of personal injury.

A very gratif« ing result is presented in 
the lact*that the deficiency of this depart­
ment during the last fiscal year was re- 
dnc'/i to $4,081,790 18 as against $6,169,- 
938 88 of the preceding year. The difier- 
ence cun be traced to the large inorease in 
i's ordinary receipts, which greatly ex­
ceeded the estimates therefor, and a slight 
decrease in its expenditures. The ordinary 
receipts of the Postoffice Department for 
the past seven years have iucreasfd at an 
average ot over eight per cent per annum, 
while the increase of expenditures for the 
same period has been aoout five-fifty per 
ceut per annum, ami the decrease of de- 
fioieuoy in the revenues has been at the 
rate of m arly two per cent per annum.

The report of the
THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE 

At'coi'ip-inying this message, will be 
found ouh of great interest, marking, as it 
docs, the great pr igrcss ot the last century 
in tue variety of products of the soil, in­
creased kuowl dge, skill in the labor of 
pr«* lucing, saving and manipulating the 
« nine to prepare them for the use ot man; 
in the improvements iu m ichinery to aid 
the sgricnLurist; in his labors, and in a 
knowledge of those scientific snbjeots neces­
sary to a thorough system of economy in

agrionltnral production, namely, chemistry, 
botany, entomology« eto. A study of this 
report by those interested in agriculture 
and deriving their support from it, will 
find it of value in pointing out those ar­
ticles which are raised in greater quantity 
than the needs of the world require, and 
must be «old for less than the cost of pro­
duction, an i those which command a profit 
over oost of production beoause there is 
not an over-production. I call special at­
tention to the need of the department for a 
new gallery for the reception of tbe ex­
hibit» returned from the Centennial Exhi­
bition, including the exhibits donated by 
very many foreign nations, and to the re­
commendations of the commissioner of 
agriculture generally.

The report of the
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

And the Board of Health are just received, 
too late tu read them and to make recom­
mendations thereon, and are herewith sub­
mitted.

The
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION

Held in Philadelphia this year in com­
memoration of the one hundredth anniver­
sary ot American independence, has proven 
a great success, and will no doubt be of en­
during advantage to the country. It has 
shown the great progress in the arts, 
sciences and mechanical skill made in a cen­
tury. and demonstrated that we are but 
httle behind older nations in any one 
branch, while in some we scarcely have a 
rival. It has served, too, not only to bring 
peoples and products of skill and labor 
from all parts of the world together, but in 
bringing together people from all «actions 
of our own country, which must prove a 
great benefit In the information imparted 
and pride of country engendered.

It has been suggested by scientiste iiter- 
ested in and connected with the Smithsoni­
an Institute, in a communication herewith, 
that the government exhibit be removed to 
the capital and a suitable building he erect­
ed or purchased for its accommodation as a 
permanent exhibition. I earnestly recom­
mend this, and believing that Congress 
wonld second this view, I directed that ail 
government exhibits at the Centennial Ex­
hibition should remain where they are, ex­
cept suoh as might be injured by remaining 
in a building not intended as a protection 
in inclement weather, or snoh as may be 
wanted by the department famishing 
them, antil tbe question of permanent ex­
hibition is aoted on.

Although tbe moneys appropriated by 
Congress to enable the participation of the 
several exeontive departments in th% Inter­
national Exhibition of 1876 were not suf­
ficient to carry ont the undertaking to the 
full extent at first contemplated, it gives 
me pleasure to refer to the very efficient and 
creditable manner in which the board ap­
pointed lrom these several depaitmente, to 
provide an exhibition on the part ot the 
government, have discharged their duties 
with the funds placed at their oommand. 
Without a precedent to guide them in tho 
preparation of such a display, tbe success 
of their labors was amply attested by the 
sustained attention which the contents of 
the Government Building attracted daring 
the period of the exhibit from both for­
eign and native visitors.

1 am strongly impressed with the Value of 
the collection made by the government for 
the purposes of the exhibition, illustrating 
as it does the mineral resources of the 
country,
THE STATISTICAL AND PRACTICAL EVIDENCES 

Of our growth as a nation, and the uses of 
the mechanical arts and the applications ot 
applied science in the administration of the 
affairs of government. Many nations have 
voluntarily contributed their exhibits to 
the United States to increase the interest in 
any peman-nt exhibition CoDgress may 
provide for. For this act of generosity they 
should receive tbe thanks of the people, and 
I respectfully suggest that a resolution of 
Congress to that efftot be adopted.

The attention of Congress can not be too 
earnestly called to the necessity of throw­
ing some greatei safeguard over the method 
of choosing and declaring

THE ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT.

Under the present system there seems to 
be no provided remedy for contesting the 
election in any one State. The remedy is 
partially in the enlightenment of electors.

The compulsory support of
FREE SCHOOLS,

and the disfranchisement of all who can 
not read and write the English langnage, 
after a fixed probation, wonld meet my 
hearty approval. I would not make this 
apply to those already voters, bnt 1 would 
to all becoming so after the expiration of 
the probation fixed on. Foreigners coming 
to the country to beoomejoitizens, who are 
educated in their own language, should ac­
quire the requisite knowledge of oars dur­
ing the necessary time of residence to ob­
tain naturalization. If they did not take 
interest enough in onr language to acquire 
sufficient knowledge of it to enable them to 
study the institutions and laws of the coun­
try intelligently, I would not confer upon 
them the right to make such laws nor to se­
lect those who do.

I append to this message, for convenient 
reference, a synopsis of administrative 
events, and ef all recommendations to Con­
gress made by me during the last seven 
years.

Time may show some of these recom­
mendations not to have been wisely con­
ceived, bnt 1 believe the large part will do 
no discredit to the administration. One of 
these recommendations met with the united 
opposition of one political party in the Sen­
ate, and with a strong opposition from the 
other, namely,
THE TREATY FOR THE ANNEXATION OF SAN 

DOMINGO

to the United States, to which I will special­
ly refer, maintaining, as I do, that if my 
views have been concurred in the country 
would be in a more prosperous condition 
to-day, both politically and financially. 
San Domingo is fertile, and upon its soil 
may be grown just those tropical products 
of wbioh the United States use so much, 
and which are produced or prepared for 
market now by slave labor almost exclu­
sively, namely: Sugar, coffee, dye woods, 
mahogany, tropical fruits, tobacco, eto. 
About seventy-five per cent of the exporte 
ot Cuba are consumed in the United States. 
A large percentage of the exports of Brazil 
also find* the same market. These are paid 
for almost exclusively in coin.

Legislation, particularly in Cuba, being 
unfavorable to a mutual exchange ot the 
products of each country, flour shipped 
lrom the Mississippi river to Havana can 
pass by the very entrance to the city on its 
way to a port in Spain, then paye a duty 
fixed upon articles to be re-exported, trans­
ferred to a Spanish vessel and brought 
baok almost to the point of starting, paying 
a second doty, and still leaving a profit over 
what would be received by direct shipment. 
All that is produced in Cuba could be pro­
duced in San Domingo. Being a part of 
the United States, lommeroe between the 
island and mainland would be free. There 
wonld be no export duties on shipments nor 
import duties on those coming here. There 
would be no import duties upon the sup­
plies, machinery, etc., going from the States

The effect that would have been pro­
duced upon Cuban commerce, with these 
advantage» to a rival, is observable at a 
glance. The Cuban question wonld have 
been settled long ago in favor of tree Cuba. 
Hundreds of American vessels would now 
be advantageously used in transporting the 
valuable woods and other products of the 
island to market, and in carrying supplies 
and emigrants to it. The island is but 
sparsely settled, while it has an area 
sufficient for the profitable employment of 
several millions of people. The soil would 
have soon fallen into the hands of 
United States capitalists. The products are 
so valuable in commerce that emigration 
there would have been encouraged. Tne 
emancipated race of the South would have 
found there a oongenial home, where their 
civil rights would not be disputed, and 
»here their labor would be so much sought 
after that tbe poorest among them oould 
have found the means to go. Thus, in oases 
of great oppression aud cruelty, such as has

been practiced upon them iu many plaoes 
within the last eleven years, whole com­
munities would have sought refuge in San 
Domingo. .

I do not suppose tho whole moo would 
have gone, nor is it desirable that they 
should go. Their labor is desirable, indis­
pensable almost, where they now are; but 
the possession ot this territory would have 
left the negro master of the situation by 
enabling him to demand his rights at home 
on pain of finding them elsewhere.

I do not present these views now as a 
recommendation for a renewal of the sub­
ject of annexation, but I do refer to it to 
vindioate my previous action in regard to it.

With the present Congres« my official 
time terminates; it is not probable that 
publie affairs will ever again receive atten­
tion from me further than as a citizen of the 
republic, always taking a deep interest in 
the honor, integrity and prosperity of the 
whole land. U. S. GRANT.

Exeontive Mansion, December 5,1876.

T H E  V E R D I C T .

LOUISIANA F O R  H A Y E S

A L L  T H E  E E P U B L I0A N  STA TE  

O ïT IC E & S  ELECTED.

FOUR OUT OF S IX  CONGRESSMEN

A  R ep u b lica n  M ajority in  B o th  

B r a n c h e s  o f  th e  L eg is la tu re .

The patient Returning Board has at last 
completed its labors, and the result in part 
will be found in another column. It will 
be seen that we have earned the State for 
Hayes by a handsome majority, elected the 
entire 8tate ticket, and four ont of the six 
Congressmen. We are informed unofficially 
that both branches of the General Assembly 
will have good Republican majorities.

This is a gratifying, though not unexpect­
ed result. If everything had been perfectly 
fair throughout the State daring the cam­
paign and on the day of eleotion, this result 
would have been secured by at least 15,000 
majority.

The election of Governor Hayee to the 
Presidency is thus assured, as the vote of 
Florida has been virtually known for more 
than a week. He has been chosen too, by 
as fair a vote as any ever relied upon, and 
it is morally certain that he will be inaugu­
rated. Any attempt- to defeat this will be 
followed by the tramp of armed men—men, 
too, who have marched before, and are no 
mere holiday soldiers. But we do not an­
ticipate any serious trouble. We believe 
everybody but about one hundred thous­
and office seekers will cheerfully acquiesce 
in the result, and that some Democrats in 
both sections will be secretly glad that the 
popular and entirely safe statesman of the 
West has been elected.

Amusements.

Mr. Sothern repeated his character of 
Sjxtonbill, in “A Hornet’s Nest,” last night 
at the Varieties Theatre to an appreciative 
audience. To-night he will act David Gar­
rick in Robertson’s comedy of that name. 
Garrick, as a character, is as different from 
Dundreary as is Hamlet from Toodlcs, In 
the banquet scene the actor acts, and as­
sumes drunkenness for a purpose, bat 
otherwise there are tenches of nature in the 
comedy, and passages of earnestness and 
pathos that calls for the beet efforts of the 
player. Those who think of Mr. Sothern 
as Dundreary, and that always, will be 
surprised at and must admire his persona­
tion of Garrick.

Professor M. Hartz continues his magical 
performances at Grunewall Hall, and will 
give a matinee to-day. Any written de­
scription of the Professor's tricks would 
fall short of impressing the reader with 
their seeming impossibility. The Indian 
box trick completely mystifies the beholder. 
An empty chest, big enough to hold a man, 
is securely locked, afterwards bound about 
with rope», then wrapped in oanvasa, and 
ropes are pat over that and tied ; an as­
sistant is placed on the box ander a bag 
which is tied down to it with firm knots, 
sealed ; it seems impossible for the man to 
free himself, and yet within the space of 
two minutes or less he manages to get in­
side of the box, which before it is opened 
in found to be as securely tied np and looked 
as when left by the committee. Compared 
with this the performances of the Daven­
ports appear commonplace. Many other 
tricks executed by the Professor excise 
Wonder and surprise.

On Thursday evening a grand billiard 
match will be given at Crescent Hall for 
the benefit of the sufferers by fire. For 
this worthy purpose Mr. J. A. Walker has 
tendered the tree use of his rooms and ta­
bles and services of his assistants, and Mr. 
William Sexton, the champion billiard 
player, will engage in a match game for 
the purpose of giving exhibitions of his 
skill.

Another entertainment for the benefit of 
sufferers by fire will be given by Professor 
Hermann and wife at the Opera House on 
Saturday night. Hermann is king in his 
particular line of legerdemain, and is an 
extremely pleasing performer, His enter­
tainment, for its merit, and for the charity 
it is to aid, should be well attended.

B Y T E L E G R A P H .

In  I t  A nother Jo b  t
The tax collector of the First District has 

advertised for sale to-day, for State taxes( 
the Mechanics’ Institution property. It is 
well-known that this property has reverted 
to the State, and that the charter of the 
former owner has expired by limitation, 
and is now in liquidation. To seli this 
property of the State, worth probably 
$109.000, for taxes due the State, is a very 
siguUr proceeding, and either indicates an 
intention to throw the valuable estate into 
the hands of a ring, or else the grossest 
neglect of duty and ignorance of facts on 
the part of the law officers of tbe State. 
The proposition to sell for taxes is certainly 
a waiver by the State of its rights of full 
ownership. Perhaps Governor Kellogg 
might find time to give this matter his at­
tention long enough to stop the sale and 
prevent the sacrifice ot about the only 
valuable thing the Democratic rings have 
left to the State of Louisiana.

C O N G R E S S ,

S enate .
W a s h i n g t o n , December 5 .— Mr. Ed­

munds moved to take np the resolution 
submitted by him yesterday, orderiag an 
inquiry into the late elections in various 
Southern States, which motion led to a 
lengthy debate, after whioh the motion ta 
take up the resolution was agreed to—yeas 
38. nays 22. A strict party vote.

Mr. Morton submitted a resolution look­
ing to the amendment of the constitution 
providing for tbe election of President by 
Congressional districts.

Mr. Edmunds’ resolution reported yester­
day was adopted.

Adjourned.
H aase .

The morning hoar was consumed in par­
liamentary debate, Mr. Plaisted, of Maine, 
claiming he ba«i voted against the suspen­
sion of the rales for the appointment of 
committees for the South. Mr. Banka 
claims the record should be corrected, and 
the correction defeats tbe resolution order­
ing the committees. An early solution in 
pot expeeted.

The Southern committees are arranged to 
provide tor five sub committees in Louis- 
nna, three in South Carolina and two in 
Florida, with two Democrat» and one Re­
publican on eaoh. Thompson, of Massa­
chusetts, is chairman of the Florida com­
mittee. All the committees leave to night.

The question of the appointment of three 
select committees to proceed to Louisiana, 
Florida and South Carolina was reopened 
immediately after the reading of the jour­
nal, in the shape of a motion to cor­
rect the journal, made by Mr. Plaisted, of 
Maine, who asserted he had voted yester­
day in the negative on that resolution, bnt 
that his vote had not been recorded, as the 
change of this vote wonld defeat the reso­
lution, which had got the necessary two- 
thirds majority only by a tie vote of 
156 to 78.

The right of correction was challenged by 
the Democratic side, bnt the Speaker de­
cided, after a long discussion, that the jour­
nal mast be oorreoted.

This decision gave great pleasure to the 
Republican side of the House, but the 
triumph was of short duration, for imme­
diately a like correction of the journal was 
made by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana, who bad 
yesterday voted yea, and whose vote had 
not been recorded.

With these corrections of the journal the 
vote stood 157 to 79. and the Speaker giving 
his easting vote in the affirmative, the reso­
lution was again carried by the necessary 
two-thirds majority. The result was greeted 
with applause on the Democratic side of the 
House.

Saturday, December 16, was assigned for 
eulogies on the late Speaker Kerr.

The message was then read.
The Speaker announced the following se­

lect committees:
On Louisiana—Messrs. Morrison, of Illi­

nois; Jenks, of Pennsylvania; McMahon, of 
Ohio; Lynde, of Wisconsin; Blackburn, of 
Kentucky; Meade, of New York; House, of 
Tennessee; Pbelps. of Connecticut; New, of 
Indian»; Ross, ot New Jersey; Townsend, of 
Pennsylvania; Ü in ford, of Ohio; Hurl bnt, of 
Illinois; Crapo, of Massachusetts, and Joyoe, 
of Vermont.

On Florida—Messrs. Thompson, of Mas­
sachusetts; Debolt, of Missouri; Walling, of 
Ohic; Honkins, of Pennsylvania; Garfield, 
of Onio; Donnell, of Minnesota.

On the South Carolina committee the 
name of Mr. Cochrane, of Pennsylvania, 
was substituted for that oi Mr. Stenger, of 
Pennsylvania, excused on account of illness 
in his family.______ _______

T H E  S I T U A T I O N .

The Harvard College boys take after Sil- 
dene more than they do after the stately 
Janauschek.

The Sooth Carolina Legislature.
Co l u m b ia , S. C„ December 5.—Tue Dem­

ocratic House gained two m <re from the 
Republican House, with certificates of the 
Board ot Canvassers, making sixty-two, 
and lacking only one of a constitutional 
quorum. Both houses are in session, also 
the Senate. Troops are being removed and 
special constables now eupply their plaoes.

State oonstables replaced the troops at 
the State House. A large number ot speoial 
sergeants-at-arms were placed at the doors 
of the Senate and House. Troops are still 
retained in the State House for the purpose 
of protecting tbe Governor. A sentinel 
paces in front of Governor Chamberlain’« 
door.

The Senate and Honse in joint session 
canvassed the vote.

Edgefield and Lanrens were thrown out. 
The Democratic Senators retired, and 
Chamberlain was declared elected by 3044 
votes.

Adjourned.
It is expected that Chamberlain will be 

inaugurated to-morrow.
The Hampton House were in session all 

day. Their action was unimportant, except 
that they gained two more members from 
the Maokey House, making their member­
ship sixty-two, bolding certificates of the 
B iard of State Canvassers, and seventy, 
including the Edgefield and Laurens dele­
gations, who hold certificates from the Su­
preme Court.

G -neral Hampton spoke this evening, de­
claring that he intended to be Governor.

In tbe Supreme Coart argument was 
httard in the application for mandamus 
compelling the Secretary of State to de­
liver the returns to Speaker Wallace, and 
papers wore taken under advisement.

An argument on quo uiarranlo proceed­
ing», requiring the IfayeB electors to show 
by what authority they exercise the func­
tions of office, will be heard in the morning. 
Tbe electors mççt to-morrow.

A Dispatch from Chamberlain.
W a sh in g to n , December 5.—Governor 

Chamberlain publishes another dispatch in 
the New York Tribune. He says: United 
States troops at Columbia have assumed no 
duties unless properly called upon to do so. 
He called upon Colonel Black for a suffi­
cient force on the twenty seventh to protect 
the State House. He did this, he says, upon 
evidence of a matured plan to take posses­
sion of the halis of the Legislature and 
carry out the shotgun policy in the organ­
ization of the two houses. Colonel Black, 
as he was bound to do, Chamberlain con­
tinues, ordered a company of soldiers to 
gnard the State Honse, when he (Chamber- 
lain) detailed, on tbe twenty-seventh, a 
State officer to take charge of the admis­
sions. This officer’s orders were enforced 
by military officers on duty. Chamberlain 
proceeds at great length in justification of 
bis own action, which ho claims the mili­
tary properly supported.

Moses’ Court After the Rctoraa.
A Tribune speoial says, allud.ng to the 

rale which is asked from court, directing 
Mackey to deliver to Wallace tbe return» 
received by Maokey, as Speaker, it is con­
ceded that the court will not recogniza 
MackeyV right to the returns, and will or­
der him to give them up. Should he refute 
the Demooratio rifle clubs here will 
furnish a posse sufficient to put him in ar­
rest

A Nebraska Injunction Case.
O m a ha , December 5.—Ju d g e  Savage held 

night session here, enjoining Republicans 
who are making energetic efforts to get a 
quorum at the evtta session of the L -gisla- 
ture at Lincoln. The court refuses an in­
junction to restrain the Ii -publican electors.

Bold Piny of the Oregon Democrats.
San Francisco, December 5 — 4 Salem, 

Oregi.»n, dispatch say«: A oauva«s of the
votes show a Republican in j irity of 1165. 
A jirotest was ti td, signed by Senator 
Kelly ard eight others. »gaio«t th» issuance 
ot a certificate t> Pos'in inter Watts, and 
lavnr giving it to the n«ic' highest.

Tne Governor gives lo ioo that he will 
hear argument on Tnesd- y. Tne Repub­
lic -ns will not argue tho matter before t.ie 
G iverr.ir, claimiug that he has n > jurisdic­
tion The Governor’s decision will be given 
ou Tuesday night.

The Vermont Kfrcntru.
M o n t p e l i e r , V r .. D«« ic b e i  5 — T  ip  c l- c -

jCONTINUED on fourth paok.J


