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THU MENAT! COMMITTEE.

F M n k  Dm .
The committee met et »bout belf-peetten 

o’clock veeterdey, end Bret considered Sen- 
Ator McDoneld’e motion relative to obtain
ing more dote from the Be turn inn Board, 
bnt concluded to peetpone it to n future
||gy,

A discussion on the manner of taking 
Elian Pinkston’s testimony followed.

The chairman asked whether either side 
expected to add to or detraot from that al- 
fgidy given.

Mr. White oonld not answer, Mr. McGloin 
being absent.

The matter then went over till to-day.
The chairman then asked how many wit

nesses would be offered on the Onaohita 
matter.

Mr. Gorham said about forty or fifty wit
nesses. About twelve or fifteen were here.

Mr. White stated that it required thirty- 
six hours to communicate with his, but 
would furnish a list to be summoned by 
telegraph during the day. They would not 
likely be present till Tuesday.

Mr. Gorham also stated to Senator Mc
Donald that he had a complete list, whic h 
included about 500 witnesses.

Senator Saulsbury suggested that the 
inquiry should be limited.

Senator McDonald was satisfied that some 
equitable rule would have to be adopted. 
As on© parish had been commenced it might 
be better to conclude it, and then a rule 
eould be adopted. . . . .  ,

The chairman stated it was the desire of 
the oommittee to reach the truth in regard 
to the condition of certain places. If one 
parish was dug over to establish whether or 
not there was a certain state existing, and 
the conclusion was that it did or did not, 
then that would be a pretty good rule to de
cide whether the same did or did not exist 
in half a dozen others.

Senator Oglesby was disposed to limit the 
matter. There was no use of 100 witnesses 
when twenty-five would prove the same 
thing. He thought thirty witnesses a side 
from Onaohita wonld prove as much as 300. 
He was in favor of going on with it.

Senator McDonald was in favor of going 
on, bnt had not faith in the result being an 
average. He noticed that there were twen
ty-two parishes where votes wen thrown 
ont. He thought at the end of this parish 
the committee wonld have to be divided.

8enator McMillan waa in favor of going 
on with the witnesses present, and it waa 
ao determiaed.

David Gallager, to Senator McMillan— 
Waa born in Ireland; maided in Wiaoonain 
first; three years in Onaohita; lived on Mr. 
Whited’a plantation; was there during laat 
sommer and fall; states the first disturb 
anoe occurred Jnly 4,1876, at the Methodist 
Church, where there was a children’s pic
nic, about ton miles from Monroe: up to 
evening all was quiet and peaoeable; then 
a  dispatch came irom the Island that thsre 
was an anticipated uprising of the oolored 
people; the bearers esme there to notify 
the rifle companies to go there that night, 
as a fight was expected on the fifth; knew 
afterward there were three rifia oompaniea 
organized—Captains McCloud, Buffington 
and Theobalde; never saw them en masse, 
bnt frequently riding in squads day and 
night visiting the different plantation*; 
three gentlemen waited on Mr. Whited and 
Mr Hall to enroll them as members of! 
elnbs; only heard a small portion of the 
conversation; they went into dinner; L:en- 
tenhnt Ball left a pistol on the gal 
lery; both McEnerys were with him; 
they said nothing to me; tbonght I was 
a Democrat because I was Irish; beard Mr. 
Whited ask by what authority they had 
come; said, “We are the authority; we in
tend to win the election at all hazards.” 
The week after, Mr. and Mrs. Whi:ed 
were at Gordon’s station; there were nine 
of the bulldozers at the depot, and many 
other men; they asked several who Mr. 
Whited was, and alarmed both of them 
very mach; afterward, they rode to Mr, 
Bowman’s, one mile from Whited’s, called 
for water, used it, threw the bucket in the 
road, and presented a revolver at the head 
of Mrs. Bowman, an old lady; they asked 
where Whited lived; on these things the 
family expected trdnble; about dark a por
tion of Captain McCloud's company came 
to the quarters; one of the hands came run
ning across the field, crying that they were 
killing Uncle Ben. This so alarmed Mr. 
and Sirs. Whited and me that we left 
the house for the cotton field; I t  also 
ao terrified the hands that they ran through 
the fields to the house; began to be afraid 
they wonld olean ont the house; all left the 
honae and went back into the ootton field; 
remained there all night; two or three bnll- 
doaera assured Mr. Hall that there waa no 
danger to Mr. Whited or family; came back 
Sunday morning; about two weeka previous 
to the election went to a Democratic bar
becue; after the speaking they commenced 
organising a colored club; told me they got 
aixty-two to join; aaw the way they got 
come; those who were reluctant they 
dragged ont to it; the next tiling was the 
election; went to the polls at twelve and 
remained two hours; all peaoeable there, no 
disturbance; for a very good reason—there 
was no one to m ike it; it waa all one 
aided; there were no .Republican tickets; 
they hunted the man who tried to 
distribute them; earned one in bis pocket; 
the colored people had to have their tickets 
examined; the Republican was blue, the 
Démocratie buff and white; there weie 
thirty-one Republicans voted; only twenty- 
eight were counted; only three white Re
publicans voted—Mr. Hall, Jndge Baker 
and myself: they thought I voted the 
wrong ticket as a Democrat; knew of the 
clubs riding the country, in squads, 
every night, armed with guns: the effect on 
the colored people was to terrorize them; 
they all tied from their homes that night 
and hid.

To Senator Oglesby—There was no up
rising of the oolored people on the fifth or 
any other day. there were no colored clubs 
armed; thev were scared to death; it was 
Tbad. Meyers who tried to distribute 
tickets and was told to leave by the Dem 
ocrats; he left and went home.

To Senator McDonald—Witness gave the 
residences of those named; the “colony” is 
the fourth ward; came to Louisiana three 
years ago last October; went to Mr. Whited 
in November; did not remain with 
him constantly; worked in Monroe a 
part of the time; have no personal 
knowledge of what was told Mr. Whited.

James R. Hall—Lived in Louisiana in 
civil capacity ton yeara; was in United 
States arm v before; came to Onaohita Feb- 
rnary 15,1807, and have been there ever 
einoe. Previous to July 4.1876, everything 
was peaeefnl; that day there waa a picnic 
a t the Masonic sohoolhouse; during the day 
«ulte a number of men assembled to de 
tech a portion to go en the island, whose a 
oolored rising was expected; they held a 
oanens under the trees; on Jnly L* I was 
waited on by a committee of three, claim 
ing authority from the Democratic parish 
committee to call on all to request them -bo 
help form ride elnbs; they presented a pa
per, saying if I didn’t read it they would 
read it tor me; asked them to step in and 
have something; they refused; went for 
some water for them while they waited out
side; came back and read the paper: one 
danse said that those who did not jo’u the 
rifle clubs wonld not have the benefit of 
their protection, bnt mnst protect them
selves as best they oonld: asked what tbat 
meant; was told, come to the school house 
and you'll find out; Mr. Whited came then 
and read the paper; said he didn't 
care abont joining auch things, 
and invited them to dinner; Ball 
left a pistol on the gallery which laid 
there while at dinner; told them I didn’t 
know whether 1 wonld go or not; two gen
tlemen, Bowman and Gordon, did not ap
prove of this system, bnt wanted me to go 
and see if we couldn’t devise some other 
means; went on Saturday: almost all white 
people were there; very few colored people; 
there was a constitution and bylaws; Mr. 
Johns stated all oould join by signing, and 
if not desired they needn’t; almost all 
joined; a committee was appointed to se 
cure arms—Henry MoEnery and Mr. Ef- 
fery; Mr. Theobalds spoke to Mr. Ball and 
told them it ought not to be voluntary; 
that it "ehouliT be made bo G— d—

hot for them tbat they will feel 
eafer in onr company than out of it; 
from that time they were riding the coun
try; very seldom in daylight, except when 
they were calling the people together; their 
proceedings were principally at night ; they 
visited negro qnartere at all home of the 
night; all on Whited’s plantation were Re
publicans; the riders wonld frequently fire 
right through the quarters; one day when 
Mr. Whited and his wife were at the depot 
they saw some strange armed men, whose 
actione frightened them; that evening a 
colored man employed then came running 
through the fields crying: “They have eome; 
they a n  coming; they a n  killing Uncle 
Ben;” Mr. Wbitea asked him what was the 
matter, and he said the came; the 
family became mach al*rmed_ and 
left the honse; 1 remained in it; 
after about two hours three gentlemen, and 
Mr. Bowman, came and said they didn’t in
tend to hurt ns, but were after another 
man, Jesse Briggs; after awhile Mr. and 
Mrs. Whited came back to the honae; then 
went round and tried to gather the colored 
people; found them secreted all aronnd; 
they were as scared as children, bnt at last 
some went back; a t the first alarm all had 
abandoned their quarters; went to find 
Unde Ben; met the bulldozers; said gold 
evening; Mr Potter said: “Yon appear to 
have been frightened;” yes they had; well 
Mr. Bowman and others came down to reas
sure them; they remained till 11 P. M ; after 
that a courier came, Willie Taylor, with an 
order to me to report to Captain McClond 
with a horse and gnn; he said there was 
a negro rising, but also that he had been 
tiding around for three weeks and had seen 
no disturbance; refused to go; was appoint
ed supervisor by M. J. Grady; before the 
meeting Mr. Bowman came to me and said 
tbat he had been told that “Captain Hall 
lias sent his negroes into town to call on 
the United States soldiers to break np the 
meeting;” that if the report got to Captain 
Theobalds I knew what he would do; saw 
men riding that night, and was alarmed ; 
Mr. Bowman told me not to stay in the 
honse that night; at the batbeoue saw men 
who were Republicans forced between two 
men np to join the club; that means was 
used to make the colored people join; many 
of them did join; afterward many said they 
had to join, bnt wouldn’t vote the Demo
cratic ticket; told them they had done 
wrong; that the rein wonld be oontinually 
tightened; they thonght matters might be 
different on the day of election; was com
missioner of election; Captain McClond 
asked how near they oonld bring arms; waa 
told within half a mile; two citizens estab
lished a little table in the sob oolhouae which 
was the polling place, with tally sheets; 
whenever a oolored man would eome np to 
vote they wonld look over him and see 
what tioket he voted; if Repnblioan, then 
they would make a ceremony of marking 
his name; the manner of this made it intim
idation; the oolored men thonght they were 
“spotted;” Sims, a oolored oonstable, a Re
publican, did not dare to vote; said they 
bad him ^“spotted;” during the voting 
McClond called me ont and wanted to 
know if there were United States soldiers 
in the bnshes; told him I didn’t know; said 
I must know; that a perfect gentleman, 
Mr. Parker, had told him they were there; 
asked Mr. Parker how they were dressed; 
he described them, bnt said he had not 
seen them : a colored woman told him they 
were there; said I didn't believe it; he said 
if yon know anything I want yon to tell 
me;” told him I knew nothing; he said he 
wonld send and find ont; one said, “ Let me 
go; I am prepared now to light the United 
States troops as well as any time;” the wo
man was wife of Harditnan, who had been 
run off; three went and reported nothing 
there; after the polls were closed a num
ber of armed men, white Democrats, mem
bers of the rifla elnbs, appeared in the poll 
room and waited to have the vote counted; 
it was not counted till most of them got 
tired and left; after they were counted 
Captain McClond asked if I wanted a 
gnard; told him no; apprehended no dan
ger; had no objections; his company was 
drawn np in order in front of the scheol- 
honse; they accompanied the box, but few 
got there because the hack made ten 
miles in forty-five or fifty minutes; know 
of rifle companies organized by Theobalds 
and Buffington; know of one party being 
killed by them thongh was no; present; 
Henry Pinkston, his child, Primns Johnson, 
B. H. Dinkgrave and others were killed or 
were murdered; Ben James and Eaton Lick- 
wood and others were wounded: all were 
Republicans. Dr. Dinkgrave was white and 
a very active Repnblioan; the rest were 
black; James Jackson was killed; all were 
of good character, not quarrelsome; never 
heard of any white Dem icrat being killed; 
don’t know of the oommitteee procuring 
arms: the elnbs were armed; wae waited 
on after election to appear at the sohool- 
honse to take affidavits; there were 
qnite a number of oolored people; they all 
signed an affidavit, the purport of which 
was that they had voted the Démocratie 
tioket freely, without intimidation or fear, 
and knew of no one who had so attempted 
to induce them to do it; many did not want 
to sign it; one in particular said he didn’t 
waat to sign; asked him what he did it tor; 
was told that was not a part of my bnsinew: 
one that signed told me afterward that he 
had voted the Repnblioan tioket; that he 
had to sign to protect bis life and family; 
afterward was sent for to attend two meet
ings that did not come off; they wished to 
have affidavits taken around on the planta
tions; declined on the soore of business; was 
sent for one night, and went in a boggy ; the 
driver, a oolored man, wonld not converse 
till assured I was still a Repnblioan: then 
said there were no meetings of colored men 
to make affidavits because the bulldozers 
oould not get them together; that they did 
not want to make them bnt were forced to; 
said he should do it; could not avoid it; 
have got to take the affidavit; can’t leave; 
have no money; must take it to live; left 
Ouachita abont the nineteenth or twen
tieth: think I shan't go back; I wish to live 
as lung as 1 can; 1 could net live if I did go; 
have letters in my pocket warning me; I do 
not dare to go back; the letters state no 
Republican conld testify as I have done 
and iive there; 1 own a plantation there, 
about 15-1 acres; was waited on by James 
Logan, Henry McEnery and Dr. YouDg; 
never saw the latter before; they came 
about 10 or 11 A M ; said they had a paper 
for me to sign; as they came in Mr. 
Steve Crason and Mr. Gordon came 
in; read the paper that the oolored 
people had made the affidavits vol
untarily and that I myself knew of no 
intimidation; McEnery and Logan asked if 
I wonld sign it; declined; Dr. Yonng said, 
“Why, what the hell’s the matter with yon! 
Scratch ont what yon don’t want to sign;” 
told them I couldn’t sign any of it; Logan 
put it in hie pocket; said yon had better 
sign it; refused to do it; as they left their 
actions alarmed me, and their manner in 
front waB such; Mr. Gordon told me I ought 
to have signed it: told him I oonldn’t sign 
it; was advised to leave; went immediately 
to Monroe and then to New Orleans; as a 
j ustice, women have come to me asking if 
something conld not be done to protect 
them in their cabins; the condnct of these 
bulldozers in these cabins was loathsome; 
visited the cabins when they were there; 
aaid they were looking for a nigger; that 
.these quarters were a Radical hole.

To Senator Oglesby—Was justice of the 
peace of the fourth ward; there are abont 
fifty Democrats in the ward; the justice 
office is at my honse according to law; did 
not think it legal to take affidavita in other 
pinot«, bnt had to nnder the circumstance*; 
feared iniury to person and property on re
fusal.

To Senator McMillan—There was a meet- 
ing before' the picnic; tbat was of a Metho
dist Saubftih School; it wae a meetiog of 
the presiden t and teaohers to devise a pro
gramme; wae secretary and treasurer; F. E. 
Bowman was president, Mr. Whited vice 
president, Ur. J. Bowman librarian; was 
appointed with Mr. Whited on the commit
tee; arrar gad the programme to open with 
singing and prayci”, then as it was fourth 
of July it was suggested the declaration ot 
independence ought U' be read as it wonld 
be read all over the country; this was ob 
jected to; they “had had enough of tbat; 
don’t wapt no declaration p{ independence;

it was a dry old thing, anyhow;” am not a 
member of the ebureb; Mr. Whited is.

To Senator McDonald—Was member of 
police jury two yean; appointed by War- 
moth; was elected justice of the pease; when 
they said they were after Jesse Briggs was 
told they intended to handle him rough; 
that they wonld court martial him; that 
they wanted to fix up the trouble he had: 
he belonged in Onaohita; knew him several 
yean.

To Senator Saulsbury—Only one man 
came armed to the polls while the voting 
wes going on, and he waa told to go away; 
did not see him again: the men who brought 
their gone into the poll room after the polls 
were dosed poshed aside the barrier we 
bad made of benohes and stacked their

■ s in oornera; they did not assault any 
y; did not offer to use their guns; were 
peaceable, that is, there was no torbulenoe.

George B. Hamlet—Resides in Ouachita; 
native of Ohio; sheriff ot Ouachita two
Scare; previous to the municipal election in 

lay, 1875, all had been peaceable élections; 
then there were delegations in foroe from 
theoountry wards: twelve to twenty-five 
each; Gandy said in a speech that “when 
the bullet entered the flesh would quiver, 
and where the knife was thrust the blood 
would flow;” a resolution was introduced 
that unless the oolored people voted the 
Demooratio ticket they should not. be em
ployed; had a consultation with Dr. Dink
grave after the Republican State oonven 
tion, and agreed to go to Onaohita and or
ganize the Republican party, with Dr. 
Dinkgrave; it was made the most complete 
in the State; both were warned not to en
ter the campaign; know of the organization 
of rifle olnbs, and that they were armed; it 
looked suspicions; asked about them; 
thonght it was a strange way to 
commence a campaign; the answer 
was they were to keep the peace; 
that Republicans should have protection as 
well as Democrat#: they told the oolored 
people the same; in the Island they told 
them they had the means to carry the elec
tion and wonld use them; told them that 
waa only a bluff; at a Repnblioan barbecue 
they came in force to St. James Church, 
broke and cat down the rope and refused 
to go away; knives and pistols were drawn; 
that was the Oist they attended which they 
broke np; they eama after; when Mr. Pat- 
ton’a order waa issued they oame to every 
meeting and interfered; their num
bers increased, bnt none were broken 
np till the meeting nt St. Jamee 
Char ob; when eome white people moved 
to Monroe the people beoeme exoitod; talked 
of sending the rifle companies to the Island 
to see who had fired into houses; knew it 
wonld do no good; offered if they would 
give me two men to go and quiet every
thing, and if any oolored men had fired into 
honses, would bring their namee; the clubB 
refused; didn’t want my protection; were 
not Republicans, nor coo stables, bnt mem
bers of the rifle club, and would obey no 
writ; went ahead of them; met some col
ored men who said there were white men 
aronnd with guns; said no, but some were 
coming, and advised them to go home and 
pat oat their lights; met many others, 
who were well imormed of the ap-

groach of men from Monroe—who had 
een ran from hoiWb; Mr. Garrett 
told me there had been a meet

ing of the neighbors and a consulta
tion with the colored people; he did not be
lieve any oolored man bad fired into the 
bouse; went to Mr. Falk’s house ,ano her 
that was fired into; found the quarters all 
empty; the colored people had fled at the 
news received; told all I met that they 
ehonld not be alarmed; that they ehould re
main in their houses; should not gather to
gether, then, having done all possible, 
mined back; met about seventy-five armed 
white men; knew them; told them that it 
was all quiet, so quiet that not even a bird 
was singing; went to town and they went 
on; in about three hours after they reached 
town, having found everything as I told 
them; met Dr. Dinkgrave next da;; he said 
guns bad been sent to Dr. Abbey, who was 
the commander of the rifle club*; that we 
had better etop making speeches; that Lo
gan had told him it he didn’t stop making 
Repnblioan speeches be would be hart; in 
three davs be was killed; was in office when 
was told; found him dying; asked Dr. Ab 
bey fora posse; he gave an order; after 
three hoars gat one, rode fifty yards ahead 
to where Dinkgrave was killed; met a 
young lady who warned me to go no farther; 
received more warnings; rode to the 
bay on; found no tracks; thought it wasnof 
safe to go over into the woods; waa told it 
oanght outside of town would tie served as 
Dinkgrave; after I returned became demor
alized; Dinkgrave was dead and there was 
no one to stand np to me; next the whites 
oame to town ana stacked their arma at the 
graveyard where Dinkgrave was buried; 
went to Mayor Endom and asked if nothing 
conld be done; was told by him and others 
to keep oniet end nobody would be hart; 
the colored people oame Irom all parts for 
advioe; told them to go home and be qniet; 
that it waa not likely any others than 
Brewster nnd myself wonld be killed; that 
their only protection wae their innocence; 
that they were not able to do any 
fighting; they went home; soon after
wards heard they had gathered on 
the Island; about a hundred white men 
went there, fired into the honses, etc ; the 
oolored people wanted to eome ont and 
fight; were tired ot being abased; advised 
them to go home; the day of the Nicholls 
and Wiltz meeting a prominent Democrat, 
a friend, told me if I remained I would be 
shot on sight; that there wae a rumor that 
I had ordered the colored people ont; that 
he know the report was not true; that the 
best element was not in control but that 
another that would kill anybody wae in 
control; left for New Orleans; from that 
time there were no more meetings; the 
colored people were so frightened that they 
would not hold a consultation; knew if I 
went back and only attended to official 
duties I would not be harmed; went back, 
thongh warned not to: found house and prop
erty destroyed; open threats of shooting on 
sight were made; reeolved, with Brewster 
and Gorham, to make a parish ticket and a 
canvass; was continually warned that all 
would be assassinated if we did; got troops 
Irom Captain Hale and held meetings; 
many oolored people sent word their hearts 
were with ns but they did not dare to attend 
the meetings; on the Island Captain Theo
bald’s company joined onr procession; 
hooted at ns; drew revolvers at the meet
ings; called the speakers damned liars; all 
portions of the parish had rifle companies; 
one or two in each ward. Witness gave a list 
of the olnbs and oommandera, and of the col
ored people killed, shot and whipped. Two 
were hanged, 150 or 200 were driven from 
their homes; had seventy-five or eighty to 
feed; many had to leave the State; many re
ports of shooting into oolored people’s 
honses were made; there should have been 
a Repnblioan majority of 1200; it was the 
best organised parish in the State; there 
was no oomplaint against any parish 
officers; only against a lew ward officers; 
the Democratic bar praised all parish offi
cers; they were satisfied with them, bnt 
wanted a change; that’s what they said ; 
heard Dr. Abbey making remarks at a 
meeting; he asked the c.lured people to 
join them; told them that the planter, the 
farmer aiffi the laborer should be one; some 
one in theorowd asked if they would quit; 
bulldozing; he answered that they were not 
responsible for that; it was done by ir 
responsible parties not nnder their control; 
he was asked how they could control them 
if they were elected.

To Senator Oglesby—Met one of the own
ers of the hoaxes that were tired into; Mr. 
Garrett, a Democrat; he said none of the 
boys of the neighoorhood had done it; they 
bad had a meeting, and if left alone they 
could quiet matters.

To Senator MoMillan—Identified the con
fidential circular; the Republican clubs 
were not armed; there was no concealment 

To Senator 8*ulsbary—There was more 
than ordinary conduct at that election to 
induce oolored voters to vote the D. m>> 
oratio ticket; they surrounded them; told 
them they must do it; was my dnty to com 
mand the peace; it would not be of mach 
use tor a Republican officer to do that 
in a parish like that; the Republicans 
organized first; Democrats formed «mbs af

terwards; it is not the caste m in Oaaohitu 
for both parties to join in n barbecue; 
colored people were slweys kept ewey; 
Captain Theobalds and three mon drove the 
colored people three miles from one of their 
own barbecues; it was reported that Mr. 
Falk had fired into his own honse; don’t 
think there was any rifle clnb parading on 
the rond when Dinkgrave was shot; got 
traek of the men, once, at Pergond’s lane; 
know nothing of the shooting nor its cause; 
the men was white ; told the oolored people 
it was best for them not to fight; the pro
portion is about three colored to one white; 
all the officers were Republicans; almost all 
State officers ere Republicans.

Senator Saulsbury—Then, if one party 
holds all the offices and power and the other 
party holds none, whioh party is to he con
sidered responsible lor the condition of dis
order!

Sheriff Hamlet—This Repnblioan govern
ment oan not be held responsible, for it can 
not enforoe the law. Where there ii a 
white minority opposed to this government, 
with better arms and organization than the 
majority, as well prepared for a conflict as 
they were in 1860, they won’t submit to a 
Repnblioan officer, pay respect to a writ 
from a Republican court, or do anything re
quired by law when it comes from Repub
lican sources.

To Senator Sanlsbury—Know of their re
fusing write; refused to obey the writ of 
posse comitatns tbat 1 nad the right to 
issue; had a warrant of arrest on whioh to 
issue it; it was against al! parties who bad 
been engaged in the shooting at honses that 
had been oomplained of; it contained no 
names; was left without any names at the 
request of Mr. Bandy, a Demooratio attor
ney, so that I oould arrest any one who 
was gnilty of firing on the houses; have no 
personal 'knowledge of the persons who 
shot or beat or outraged the colored peo 
pie, bnt know the crimes were committed 
because I have seen the wounds and the 
bodies.

To Senator McDonald—Have lived in 
Onaohita parish since 1873; was not a mem
ber of the school board; lived in Tensas be
fore three years; before that in New Or
leans; both are in the same district, though 
not adjoining.

To Senator McMillan—Offiocra have been 
compelled to leeve Onaohita; Hardy, dis
trict attorney pro tern., Hall, jnstioe of the 
peace of the fourth word, nnd myself ore 
examples; it was solely on account of polit
ical opinion; oan not go back at present 
and live; left on the eleventh of November, 
ander n guard of United Stetes soldiers; 
there was no other wey; have kept ewey 
ever since; tht.ro were abont thirty white 
Republicans in the parish;. Dr. Dink
grave wae tax collector; his character 
wes good; he wes regarded by the colored 
people as their leader; he was born in Ouach
ita; the effect of his assassination was the 
ntter demoralization of the oolored people; 
they had no one to look to; never heaid of 
any Democrat being injured for his political 
opinion.

To Senator McDonald—Don’t know when 
Hardy left; made report to the Governoi; 
believe it was at his request that I got a 
guard to get away witL; have deputies in 
Oaaohita; one Republican and three Dém
ocrate; the Republican stays there; he is 
afraid to come away though be bas been 
summoned to testify; he has n wife nnd 
family.

The oommittee then adjourned to ten 
o’clock this morning.

T H E  H O U S E  C O N G R E S S IO N A L  IN V E S 
T IG A T IN G  C O M M IT T E E .

N in th  D a y ’s  P ro c e e d in g s .
Inquiry was made if the Returning Board 

bad turniahed any documents, to which Mr. 
Phelps replied that he regularly, three 
times each day, made a formal demand, bat 
had secured none.

Ex-Governor Wells recalled—To Mr. 
Morrison—I have already testified that we 
had held a consultation concerning filling 
the vacancy on the board; we made com- 
parisons of the tally sheets and the consoli
dated returns; there was no increase in the 
vote of Concordia parish; when we got the 
box we discovered that the names of some 
electors had been voted for, bnt that tbey 
had not been coasted on the returns; the 
names omitted were Republican electors; 
the proceeding was in the presence of wit
nesses; onr final decisions were rendered 
in secret sessions; I have not esti
mated the number of votes thrown 
ont; can tarnish that information as soon 
as I refresh my memory by looking a t the 
doonments; osn not now say how the votes 
thrown oat affected the result; do not re
member that the aggregate wonld amount 
to 13,000 votes; have not brought the origi
nal papers as demanded by the oommittee;
I have no oontrol over the original docu
ments—they are the property of the State; 
a portion of the doonments are in the Aud
itor's vault nnd a portion in the Returning 
Board’s rooms; we may have received some 
returns through private hands; wo counted 
them; the Grant parish returns were sent 
by private hands, bnt were not sent by the 
authorised person; believe the law says 
the returns shall be sent by mail; all ke- 
tarns mast come direct from the supervis
ors; the sending for the box of Concordia 
parish was incidental, and we did not get 
it through the hands of the supervisors; 
we had nothing to do with a supervisor 
who was dishonest; we do not oompile 
from the commissioner’s returns; do not 
know that the law demands that coarse; it 
is not my construction of the law; yon 
shall have the troth from me; the super
visor of East Baton Ronge told me that he 
bad thrown out certain polls; we did not 
send foi the Baton Rouge boxes; we paid 
no attention to the polls thrown ont, as to 
whether they were Demooratio or Repub
lican; some polls where Republicans had a 
majority were thrown ont; think the request 
of Mr. Harris to send tor the Concordia 
boxes was made in open session; his letter 
is on file, and the date will show; believe 
the request was made before the board 
ceased to take evidence; if the Demoorats 
had had no notification of the sending for 
the Concordia boxes, then it was not fair; 
the Demoorats did not have time after the 
request of Harris was made; the members 
of the board kept private memorandums of 
our private sessions; Mr. Kenner is the 
secretary, and after a secret session the 
memorandums are handed to the secretary; 
Mr. Abell may have signed his name as 
secretary, bnt he is a clerk. [On request 
of Mr. MoMshon Mr. Wells sent for bis 
private memorandum book and the book 
whioh contained the receipts for returns 
from supervisors. ] I am strong in my 
political bias, made so by bad treatment; 
my partisanship is not strong enough to 
make me be unjust; I had no pecuniary in
terest whioh would be likely to cause me 
to favor one side or the other; my property 
has been burned and not paid for; I have a 
large claim against the government, with 
little prospect of getting it paid; the Repub
licans have not served me sanarely; my 
ohanoes for getting my government claim 
are quite as good ander Tilden as under 
Hayes; my olaim did not influence 
me or warp my mind for one side or 
the other; Mr. Tilden’s letter ignoring 
such claims did not warp my 
judgment; my relatives also have claims 
against the government, but we are not 
friendly and have not been for many years; 
their claims did not bias my mind; did not 
say that my claims wonld cause me to un
duly support the Repnblioan party; can not 
now remember the conversation between 
me and Mr. Freret concerning the matter; 
that conversation was held years ago; did 
not tell Mr. Freret that I was bound to 
favor tne Repnblioan party; I am surveyor 
ot this port; the pay is a nullity, say about 
$200  per month; have my son as my deputy: 
have no relations in my office; I do not con
sider the office of Retnrning officer a State 
office, and it has no pay.

To Mr. Hurlbut—The commissioners of 
election are appointed by the supervisors 
of registration; commissioners mast make 
their returns to the supervisors and super
visors must make their returns to the 
board; in the parish of Concordia the 
trouble v is  abont the electoral vote; there 
was an omission of the names of eome 
electors on the tally sheet; when we exam- 
iue4 the box we found that the vote# were

there, hot they had not been placed on the 
tally list; we examined the tickets nnd 
found tbat the electors’ names were on 
them; wo then counted those names; we 
sent for East Baton Ronge boxes; after 
t lection the bons are placed in charge of 
the court olerk; the boxes tbat were exam
ined were examined in public; my govern
ment olaim is abont thirteen yeara old; I 
have n claim in Congress for property taken 
from me by the government; the amoant is 
abont $6000; the property wae taken by 
General Braks.

Direct—The law says that the supervis
ors mnst appoint Commissionen from both 
parties; the supervisors ot registration 
were generally Republicans; in many in
stances the commissioners were all Demo
crats; the board did not hold any open ses
sions after the dosing of the evidence; do 
not know how 178 votes were transferred 
from the Demooratio to the Repnblioan 
election in the parish of Vernon; there may 
have been a clerical mistake in that mat
ter: we frequently certified to the returns 
as brought to ns by the elerks, without al
ways examining them; if the supervisor 
fails to do his duty the remedy rests with 
the courts, not with the board; I think I 
have discharged my duties honestly; if the 
polls tbat were thrown ont were gen
erally Democratic the party was un
fortunate; my opinion is that the 
present election law is the only law that 
will sait ander the present condition of 
things; in Conoordia the tally sheet oame 
with the returns; the supervisor's state
ment agreed with the tally sheet; we aent 
for one Conoordia box; think we did not 
send for boxes from Sc. Martin; no poll in 
the parish of Orleans was thrown ont by 
the board: Mr. Spofford asked ns to call for 
boxes of Orleans parish, bnt we refused; If 
some polls were left ont by the supervisors 
we oonld not help it; the board had only to 
deal with thoee things whioh the super
visors tarnished ns. [The books railed for 
arrived.] This book is the wrong one; it is 
not the one I sent for; it does not show 
what we wanted; the other book is the 
right one; it contains the stabs of the re
ceipts for election returns; it shows which 
came by mail and whioh by another source. 
[Mr. Jenks then read all the stubs, some of 
whioh stated how the returns oame: some 
did not indicate anything ]

To Mr. Townsend—It is n foot that the 
board eleoted Mr. J. M. Sandidge a mem
ber, bnt he declined, nnd Mr. O. Arroyo 
was eleoted; Mr. Arroyo said that he wonld 
not remain on the board if another Demo
crat was not eleoted; Mr. Arroyo is a Demo
crat, and he served some time.

Direct—The board failed to agree on n 
nomination to fill the vacancy; it was onr 
dnty to fill the vaeaney ; I never asked any
body to take the place; the board did not 
refuse to eleot a member; the Democrats 
knew that the board had failed to agree on 
the name sent in for eleetien; Dr. Kennedy 
waa the gentleman proposed; we did not 
take n vote on it; I was in favor of Dr. 
Kennedy; do not know abont the other 
members; there was no agreement not to 
agree; do not think my holding a position 
is contrary to the President’s order; I said 
that I held the Returning Board papers 
as a State effioer, but I ehonld not have 
said so; 1 am custodian of the doonments;
I do not receive a salary as president of 
the Retnrning Board; sometimes the Legis
lature makes appropriai ions for the board; 
know A. 8. Badger, and he was appointed 
tax oolleotor by Kellogg; 1 do not know 
that any of my relatives received money or 
notes from Badger; the mind that invented 
such a story is a corrupt one; I  never re
ceived anything from him.

The following questions were pat by Mr. 
Jenkp, wko read them from a slip of paper 
he held before him:

Have yen directly or indirectly received 
anv portion of the money paid in satisfac
tion of twenty or more notes of Î1000 each, 
made by A. S. Badger, of Orleans, and paid 
through a bank of this city!

Was or was not certain notes of A. S. 
Badger paid to a relative of yonrs!

The answer is given above, and it was 
given emphatically.

To Mr. Townsend—If the board ap
pointed a Democrat, and if that Democrat 
should change to a Repnblioan, the board 
oonld not eject him.

To Mr. McMahon—Do not think that if 
Casanave or Kenner were to torn Demo
crats that they wonld be turned ont or 
bnlldczed ont.

The committee went into secret session, 
after which it adjourned until six o’clock. 

At the evening seaeion the first witness 
ras—
C. S. .Abell—Reside in New Orleans; lived 

here since 1869; rame from South Carolina; 
am assistant secretary to the Retnrning 
Board; was not oontinually present daring 
the executive sessions; the eleotioa returns 
were sometimes received by moil and some
times otherwise. [Witness was interrupted 
nt considerable length by Mr. Morrison 
concerning the usages in oar election mat
ters, all of whioh has been testified to by 
several witnesses.] I know that the board 
canvassed and oompiled every return that 
it received; do not know how many polls 
were thrown ont and not returned, hot by 
this paper before me I see it is sixty-nine: 
ran not tell what the aggregate vote would 
be; was present dnring some of the sittings 
of the bosrd; do not remember n eon vena
tion in the board concerning n poll of Or
leans parish; know nothing of poll No. 2, 
eleventh ward; I was in and out of the 
room; I am a member of the floor board; 
was appointed last August by Lieutenant 
Governor Antoine: the pay is by fees; was 
once employed as ins nee tor in the Custom
house.

Mr. Jenks asked witness concerning the 
matter of hie income, what real estate, 
bank stocks, etc., he owned, but witness 
flatly refused to answer the questions.

Frank Johnson, oolored—At the last 
election I voted the Democratic ticket; I 
canvassed the parish of Catahoula; belore 
the election I was told I would be turned 
out of the church if I voted the Democra
tic ticket; know of a secret association 
among Repnbl loans called Council of Free
dom; it is oath bound; some of them told 
me they were armed, in Catahoula parish;
I am president of a Demooratio club of 
abont thirty members; I was turned out of 
the church, and my license as a minister 
wae taken from me; the oolored men who 
joined the Democrats did so freely; know 
that there was intimidation need to make 
colored men vote with Republicans; they 
were told that if they voted with Demo
crats they wonld be pat book into slavery; 
wives left their husbands for joining the 
Demoorats.

To Mr. Hurlbut—Have lived in Cata- 
honla a year; have been a local preacher 
there in the Baptist Church; when I joined 
the Demooratio party I quit preaching; 
[laughter] my congregation did not want 
me any longer, and tola me so; members of 
the ooancil told me that they had given np 
their registration papers, by order of the 
president; the idea ot taking the papers 
was to make the men vote in a body; the 
colored people there have arme; I have seen 
them wear them; they have cartridges, No. 
42; the rifles were sent np to them shoot 
the first of Oetober; the population is abont 
eqnal. bnt it may be there are more whites 
than b’acks; I waa at poll No. 12; there wae 
no trouble there; Old Dick Hazard voted 
an open Repnblioan tioket; three oolored 
men voted open Democratic tickets; about 
160 votes were voted at that poll.

Direct —Women belong to the secret 
oounoil.

Daring the secret session it was 
voted to pot the members of the 
Returning Board in contempt for fail
ing to fnrnish the oommittee the papers 
documente and information demanded in 
the subpenas issued to the board the day 
that the committee arrived here. This ac
tion was immediately telegraphed to the 
House of Representatives.

The committee adjourned until eleven 
o'clock this morning.

T h e  T e m p é ra tu re .

The thermometer at Louis Frigerio’e, No, 
50 Chartres street, stood as follows Decem
ber 21: At 8 A. M., 60°; at 2 P. M., 61°; at 6 
P. M., 61°. Lowest point dnring the night 
of December 20, 58°.

N e L ie r a  l a  th e  P a th »

A Washington special to the Chioago 
Pott givea the following nnder date of De
cember 16:

“I don’t see any lions in the path,” said 
a distinguished Senator nnd lawyer in eon- 
venation with your correspondent to-day. 
“All wo havo to do is to proceed in the man
ner prescribed by Isw, count the 185 votes 
that are legally and fairly oars, in the pres
ence of beta honses, or of as many members 
thereof as choose to be present, and declare 
Mr. Hayes eleoted. Trat is all there is of 
it. I do not want any new law or reference 
of the aobjeot to any tribunal not now pro
vided by law and the constitution. I am 
satisfied that Hayes and Wheeler are hon
estly eleoted, and do not for myself need 
any farther investigation, thongh I do not 
object to the acquisition ot knowledge at 
any time.”

This is very nearly the exact language of 
one of onr ablest Senators, and it is safe to 
say that nearly all of the Republican Sena
te» s and Representatives agree with him.

Ia regard to that bugbear of the House 
“ withdrawing in a body and Betting np a 
government of its own,” it is only necessa
ry to say that there is nothing in it. The law 
required the electoral vote to be counted in 
the presence of as many members of both 
honses as choose to be present. It docs not 
demand the presence of every member, or 
even that the President of the Senate shall 
ascertain that there is a quorum. Now it is 
absolutely certain that a very large num
ber, nearly all of the R-pnhlican Represen
tatives, will witness the oonnt, ana it is 
jast ss certain that a very considerable 
number of Demooratio members of the 
Honse will be present, and will aequiesoe 
in the refait.

All through the Forty-fourth Congress 
the Démocrate have never been able to 
obtain a quorum to carry any nefarious 
measure. The talk, therefore, of an a t
tempt on the part ot the House to “secede 
in a body and eleot Mr. Tilden” is simply 
absurd. This revolutionary programme 
will be opposed by Repnblioan Représenta 
tivee and by many Democrats, especially 
thoee from the South.

Southern men regard the situation in a 
light mnoh different from what the North
ern Démocrate wonld like to have and are 
trying to nake the people believe. There 
is no totfc smong them of war and all that 
consequential nonsense in whioh the re
newed copperheads of the rebellion and 
their infected descendants are indulging. 
There may be, and naturally would be, a 
vein of pelfishneea in their political ereed. 
They wonld like Southerners in office, at 
least in offices vfhioh ought to oome to them 
nnder a  fair division in respeet to popula
tion. Bnt yon will find among most of them 
an inclination to fraternize rather with Re
publicans, if they can get jnstioe, than 
with Democrats who will teed them only 
crambo.

There is a marvelous resetion going on 
to day in politics, nnd it wool ! surprise no 
one oonversant with the sentiments be
ing developed here to see n nnion ot the 
conservative Démocrate ci the 8onth with 
the conservative Repnblioans of the North. 
All the former seek is fu r treatment and 
jnstioe, end they begin to see that the de
sire of Repnblioans to conciliate means 
more to their fdture and to their immediate 
happiness than the rant and hypooris.v and 
selfish machinations of the Northern Demo
crats who propose to Use the Soath only to 
farther their own purposes.

The attitude of Hil>, Lamar and others is 
a representative one—that of affiliating con
servatism. They propose' to do what is 
right, what is lawtnl, what will give them 
and their peop’e relief. Allianee with 
Northern Democrats offers bnt little en
couragement in view of what they regard 
the treachery of the past. Alliance with 
Repnblioans means fair treatment from an 
honorable enemy, a condition fall of prom
ise, and an opening to secure the blessings 
of a peace which, for political purposes, the 
Democrats have done their best to prevent 
The sentiments of the men I have named 
are honest, earnest ones, and represent the 
feelings of a large proportion of the 
people of the Sooth. I believe there is 
a revulsion of popular feeling among 
the Conservatives, North and Smith, which 
will end, as I have intimated, in the strong
est political nnion ever known. The North
ern Democrats will do everything nnder 
heaven to prevent snoh a consommation. 
They will oppose fraternization with nil the 
ohloanery and influences whioh they oan 
oontrol, and set in play every passion that 
will still farther embitter the antagonism 
between sections, and so render the onion 
impossible.

The ory for war in this Tilden business 
is from the North, and not the Sooth, and 
the slowly shifting sentiments indicated 
make more likely than ever h  peaeefnl nnd 
happy solation of the vexations presiden
tial problem.

T U dea’s  S u ite ,
When the facta as to the suit of Henry 

H. Boody against Samuel J. Tilden, to re
cover $34,673 80 grabbed in Northwestern 
railroad stock-job, were made pnblic, it 
was promptly denied as a campaign lie, and 
the publie was assured that nt the proper 
time Mr. Tilden wonld folly explain the 
matter, completely vindicating himself. 
The facto charged, it will be remembered, 
were that Tilden, who was a director in the 
Northwestern Company, entered into 
pooling arrangement with Biody and oth
ers whereby the stock of the Galena Union 
Railroad Company was to be bought np and 
unloaded to the Northwestern at a hand
some profit, whioh Mr. Tilden was to 
share. That is, as director and trustee 
for the stockholders of his company, Mr. 
Tilden proposed to prostitute his position 
to Bkin his stockholders in the transaction 
1er his own profit. In the suit, Boody fur 
ther alleges tbat when the transaction was 
complete Tilden proceeded to skin his asso
ciates of the pool ont of §26,000 of the 
profits. Now, the proper time for Mr. Til 
den to set np his answer seems to have 
oome, for be has filed it. And that answer, 
which was to be his fall vindication, so long

Eromised, is that the sait against him is 
arred by the statute of limitations—not 

that the foots alleged in Boody’s bill are 
not untrue, but that Boody’s olaim is so old 
it can’t be sned on. The plea is, in short, 
precisely such vindication as was Tweed’s 
“What are yon going to do abont it!” It is 

oonfession ot the fraud charged.—Chi 
cago Tribune.

S pec im en  W itn e s s e s ,

The New York Timet of the sixteenth
says:

The House sub-committee in New Orleans 
had a sample yesterday of the oolored peo
ple who worked and voted for Tilden. One 
was a milkman, who served white custom 
era, was desirons ot obliging them, and 
thought that “a change” wonld enable him 
to get his money more promptly. The other 
was a person who had been assaulted for 
his political opinion, but who made no 
charge against his assailants, and, oddly 
enough, submitted to the indignity of an 
arrest by them. The third was a colored 
orator who had been turned out of the Leg 
islatnre by Republicans, “illegally,” he 
thinks, after being “illegally” elected for a 
second term. Being of a forgiving disposi 
tion, however, he offered to work for the 
Republican oommittee, and it was only 
when his services were declined that he 
went over to the Democrats. So far, not 
much progress has been made in proving 
the great revolsion in the feeling of negro 
voters in Louisiana, whioh is assumed to 
have given Tilden a majority in that State
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Christmas present.
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For one dollar, worth $15,000.
For one dollar, worth §15 000.
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t a k i n g  t e s t im o n y .

T H E  S U B -C O M M IT T E E  A T  S H R E V E P O R T

THE PIEST DAY’S PB00EEDINGS

[S p ec ia l t a  th e  N ew  O rle a n s  R e p u b lic a n ,

Sh r e v e p o r t , December 21,1876.
Messrs. Meade and Danford arrived by 

special train this morning, and joined Mr. 
Honse, the other member of the congres
sional sob-committee, all of whom are 
quartered at Campston’s restaurant.

Their first meeting was held this evening 
at Colonel S. J. Ward’s office, on Milam 
street, Mr. Meade acting as chairman.

The witnesses examined were Messrs. W. 
H. Wise, A. B. Crowder, Reuben White, 
Albert Phillips, Warren Giliard and Nobert 
Butcher, of Caddo parish, the three latter 
being colored laborers on Mr. James Fos
ter’s plantation, and 8snator A. B George 
and W. Carloes, of Bossier parish.

Nothing of any importance was elicited.
Congressman Danford, by his pertinent 

cross-examination of ' witnesses, proved 
himself folly equal to the tsek of coping 
with the nnmerons attorneys assisting the 
Demooratio members of the committee.

If to-day is a sample of the testimony to 
be produced, your correspondent feels jus
tified in stating that this snb-eommittee will 
not have mnoh consolation for the general 
committee when they make their report.

B. C. White, of the Telegram, and Cap
tain McKenna, Mr. James Heffner and Mr. 
A. A. Millioan are the committee on the- 
part of the Repnblioans, while Major Mon
cure, N. C. Blanchard, Eiq., and several 
other members of the legsl fraternity are 
rating for the Democrats.

Jndge J. R. Elam arrived with the com
mittee, and ia taking a very active part in 
the inveetigation.

About 8 P. M. the committee adjourned 
to meet at the Courthouse to-morrow morn
ing. ________  ________  X.

C O N G R E S S .

Having been left, Sam Cox is leader cf 
the lelt wing.

Nennte»
W a shing to n , December 21.—A resolu

tion was offered by Mr. Anthony providing 
that when the Senate is adj turned on Fri
day, the twenty-eeeondf instant, it be to 
meet on Tuesday, the twenty-sixth instant, 
and nnleaa otherwise then ordered when it 
adjourns on the twenty-sixth instant it be 
to meet on the twenty-ninth instant, and 
that unless otherwise then ordered when \t 
adjourns on the twenty-ninth instant it be 
to meet on Tuesday, January 2,1877, whioh 
led to a lengthy discussion.

Mr. Sherman, chairman ol the Finance 
Committee, said the bill passed by the 
House making the silver dollar of standard 
weight a legal tender will be taken np soon 
alter the holidays.

Mr. Mitchell’s Oregon resolution was re
sumed. No action.

The Chair announced as the special com
mittee of the Senate: authorized by the 
resolntion of Mr. E Imnnds, to act with a 
special committee of the Honse in prepar
ing a measure best calculated to accom
plish the lawful counting of the electoral 
votes, Messrs. Eilmnnds, Morton, Freyling- 
huysen, Logan, Thnrman, Bayard and Ran
som.

On motion of Mr. Davis, of West Virginia, 
at forty minutes past two o’clock, business 
was suspended, that the Senate might pay 
its tribute to the late Senator Capercon, of 
West Virginia. Appropriate remarks were 
made by Messrs. Davis, Wright, Withers, 
Edmnnas, Bayard, Booth and Price, and as 
a farther mark of respect to the memory of 
the deceased, the Senate adjourned.

Discussing Mr. Mitchell’s Oregon resolu
tion, Mr. Maxey, of Texas, referred to the 
argument ot Mr. Sherman, delivered yes
terday, and said he was glad to hear the 
Senator say that if it should be clear in 
Sooth Carolina, or Florida, or Louisiana 
Governor Hayes did not reoeive a majority 
of the legal votes oast at the election in 
either ot these States, he wonld not have 
him accept the offioe of President, n n d  
he (Mr. Maxey) desired to say that 

it should be clear that in 
those States Governor Tilden did not re
oeive a majority of the legal votes oast he 
wonld not have him accept the offioe of 
President. In n  grave question like this it 
was of more importance that the vote be 
fairly oounted than the resnlt of the oonnt.
If there was anything for whioh the Ameri
can people were marked it was a love for 
fair play—no cheating aronnd the board— 
and what they now wanted was a fair 
and honest count of the vote. If Con
gress did right the American people 
would be satisfi d, bnt if the people of the 
United States should oome to the conclu
sion that by a trick, chicanery or fraud a 
man was deolared President of the United 
States, and not fairly elected by the peo
ple, it wonld be the severest shock onr in
stitutions ever reoeived. Mr. Maxey then 
referred to the action of General Sheridan 

1867 in removing Governor Wells, 
of Louisiana, and said when General 
Sheridan was sent to tbat State at 
that time he removed Wells from the 
position of Governor, and said he was 
a dishonest man, and snrronuded himself 
with political tricksters: that be (General 
Sheridan) conld not discharge his duties 
with snoh a man in the office of Governor. 
Yet the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Sherman) 
spoke ot this same Governor Wells as a 
man of character. Mr. Maxey then quoted 
at length from the report of Messrs. Foster, 
Phelps and Potter, a sab-committee of 
the House of Representatives, whiob 
made an investigation into Louisiana 
affairs some time ago, to show that 
Governor Wells then made affidavit 
as to intimidation in a certain parish when 
testimony afterward showed he had not 
been in the parish, and said vet it was 
argued by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. 
Sherman) that the decision of the Return
ing Board, of which Governor Wells w m  
chairman, was as binding as the decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, the 
court cf last appeal. If the vote of 
Louisiana was for Tilden it should be 
counted,*and it (for Hayes it should be so 
counted. The troth ehonld be brought ont. 
He argued that power was vested in the 
two Honses of Congress to inqnire into all 
the circumstances attending the eleotioa in 
these disputed States and go behind the 
ration of Returning Boards. He desired 
this Oregon matter to be investigated and 
al! the f icts brought out.

Mr. Morton, of Indiana, said the Senator 
from Texas had expressed the opinion that 
the will of the people should be carried oat, 
in which he (Mr. Morton) fully concurred, 
but he woala have been glad if the Senator 
from Texas had gone a step farther and 
said that the returns of an election ob
tained by bloodshed and violence should be 
rejected. If counties and parishes could be 
carried by mnrder, the party whioh 
countenanced those murders should not 
be permitted to enjoy the result of 
the election. Tb 3 question before the Sen
ate was not as to the character of the 
members of the Returning Board, they 
might be good men or bad: the question 
was what were the facts before that board. 
He then referred to the testimony re
ported by the Republican committee 
which witnessed the count in Louisiana, 
and also to the statement of G tneral Sheri
dan made two years ago, to the effeot that 
there had been 2141 person* killed »->d 2115
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