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The Senate.
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»■! voting.
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POLITICAL. NOTES.
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Never before were there so many hungry 
offioe seekers as have gathered around the 
seat of Nieholls’ mock government. For 
one single oity office, it is told, there are 
some six score applicants; and many others 
are olaimed as prizes by small legions of 
patriots. Deoayed book keepers, bankrupt 
merchants, veteran bummers and “cousins” 
innumerable are presenting claims upon 
the “Democratic government” for recog
nition, and the chief m dismay hides him
self from the tortnr *  of these bores. It 
must be consoling for him to reflect that 
Governor Packard’s fall recognition will 
shortly relieve him from, and again dis
perse, this swarm of locusts who would de
vour all that is left of the publio substance.

The trnely inward convictions of the 
Democratic editors as to the outcome of our 
political oontest is manifested by their in
terest in the legislative vote on the Sena- 
torship. The balloting at Odd Fellows, 
Hall never provokes oomment, bnt the 
fluctuation of the vote at the State House 
is daily the subjeot of speculation and oom
ment. The Demooratio editors find it 
easier apparently to deceive the public 
than to deoeive themselves.

There is a very general inquiry as to 
when the Demooratio Congressmen from 
Louisiana are going to attempt the feat of 
“pushing the levee bill through,” as was 
confidently promised by the Washington 
specials at the beginning of the session. 
Speak up, E. John Ellis.

T he S e n a te  Com m ittee.
Senator Howe’s committee completed its 

labors yesterday, so far as taking testimony 
is oonoerned, and will leave for Washing
ton this alternoon at five o’clock.

In conversation with a representative of 
the Republican last evening, Senator Howe 
said that as the fands of the committee had 
become exhausted, it was impossible to 
make the investigation complete. As to the 
parishes, however, whioh had been under 
consideration, the inquiry had been very 
thorough, especially in the cases of 
Ouachita. East and West Felioiana 
and East Baton Rouge. There had 
not been a great amount of testimony taken 
as to Morehouse, but that whioh had been 
prodnoed was very suggestive. In reply to 
the query as to how the oommittee wonld 
be able to make a report npon an incom
plete investigation, the Senator replied that 
they would take the parishes whioh had 
been subjected to their inquiry as a basis. 
If the oommittee found that as to those 
parishes the Returning Board had been 
justified by the facts in its oonolusions, it 
would not be unreasonable to snppose the 
board had aoted justly in regard to other 
matters whioh the committee bad been un
able to investigate. If, on the other hand, 
the committee found that the board was 
not justified in their notion as to these 
parishes, then their report would probably 
take the same view of the other aotions of 
the board.

Quite an interesting incident occurred 
yesterday afternoon in Senator Wadleigh’s 
committee. Amy Mitchell, widow of Isaao 
Mitchell, who was murdqred by the ball- 
dozers in West Feliciana parish, was plaoed 
on the witness stand, and held her father 
less babe while testifying to the killing of 
her hnsband, which she witnessed. After 
Senator MoDonald had cross-examined 
her he proposed to his oolleagnes to 
raise a little purse for the widow 
and started it with a five dollar con
tribution, whioh Senators Wadleigh and 
McMillan covered with an equal amount. 
It was done so quietly that the 
reporter only learned ot it afterward, and 
of oonrse was not intended for pnblioation. 
It is, however, one of those aots whioh 
mark Senator MoDonald as at heart a hu
mane gentleman although an earnest Dem- 
orat. It is too muoh to expeot that Senator 
MoDonald will join with his Repnblioan 
oolleagnes in tneir report; but one thing is 
certain, he will never sign a report whion 
does not adtnit that some fearful crimes 
have been oommitted in Louisiana daring 
the past year, and whioh have not yet been 
pnnished.

T he R iver*.
Daring the past week the Red river has 

risen eleven inohes at Shreveport. The 
Mississippi has fallen nine inohes at New 
Orleans and five at St. Louis, but has risen 
seven leet at Cairo, fifteen inohes at Mem
phis and two feet at Vicksburg; it remains 
frozen at Keokuk and above. The Ohio 
has risen six feet at Cincinnati, and is now 
rising at Pittsburg end Louisville. The 
Cumberland has risen eight feet at Nash
ville. The Savannah rose eight feet at 
Augnsta during Sunday and Monday, sinoe 
when it has fallen six feet.

T H E  H O W E COM M ITTEE.

Tw enty  fifth D ay.
The oommittee met at eleven o’olook.
Henry Blair, colored, of Morehouse par

ish—Republicans were not allowed by the 
Democrats to make a canvass before the 
last eleotion; was told the only way to save 
himself was to join the Democrats; had to 
slip around Sundays and talk to each other; 
was afraid to held meetings at night; Mr. 
SonerliDg and Parson Cates told witness ot 
a plot to kill him, and that he had better 
leave; Dr. Larkin, for whom he worked, 
told him the same thiDg, and advised him 
to join the Democrats or leave; Larkin 
finally told him he would kill him himself if 
he did not leave; also that bulldozers rode 
aronnd at night, hunting him and George 
Boyd, the school teacher, and broke up his 
school and drove him off; the day of election 
about titty colored men left the polls be
cause they could hot vote the Republican 
tioket; Bob Whetstone told his hands at the 
polls if they voted the Republican ticket 
they must get up and leave his plaoe.

Alexander B. George, of Webster parish, 
and State Senator, testified to the peaceful 
character of the campaign, and that it was 
the earnest desire of the Democrats to pre
vent any aotion on their part to give the 
Republicans a pretext to say there was in
timidation; colored Democrats were as
saulted and intimidated by colored Repub
licans, and this has been testified to by 
others; never heard of any objeotion to the 
oanvass, as made by the Dewoorats, until 
after the supervisor left; the Democrats in
tended to make no objeotion; would not be
lieve Gardner on oath; his character for 
truth and veraoity is considered bad in our 
parish.

William R. Hardy recalled—Was not a 
candidate of the fourteenth judicial dis
trict for district attorney; Captain W. W. 
Farmer desired that I should be a candi
date, bat he said be wonld not advise me to 
make a canvass in Richland parish, bat 
that I oould make the oanvass in Ouaohita, 
my own parish, and in Morehouse pariah; 
did not like the idea of being a candidate in 
a district in whioh I would not be allowed 
to make a canvass, and told Captain 
Farmer so, and was informed by him it 
wonld make no difference about Richland 
parish.

H. F. Vickers oalled—Resided at Alto, 
Richland parish, for the past eleven years; 
voted the Demooratio ticket, and took an 
active part in the last oanvass; voted at 
poll four, ward four; knew of no intimida
tion in the parish by the Democrats; a col
ored man who was living with his family 
)revious to the war informed witness that 
le wonld not vote, because certain parties 
visited his honse and told him he must vote 
the Demooratio tioket, and he wonld show 
them if he would; told the colored hands 
employed on his plaoe that any one who 
voted the Republican ticket need not look 
for any more work on the place after their 
present contract expired; claimed the right 
as an American citizen to employ any one 
he chose; Thomas Jones, a prominent Re- 
mblican, voted for General Nieholls and

)le, and promising protection to all who 
oin the elnb.J 1 belonged to the olab; 
ihose are the resolutions adopted; I offered 
them; they were passed to get colored peo
ple to join the club; if colored men were 
whipped who were innocent, the club would 
not know it unless they belonged to it.

Dr. R. H. Hyland, sworn—To Senator Mo
Donald—Reside in West Felioiana; testified 
to the peaceful character of the canvass; 
the Repnblioan leaders sought to create the 
idea that they were afraid of being inter 
fered with; they told the colored people 
that if the Democratic party succeeded 
they would be reduoed to a condition worse 
than slavei y—“serfdom”—a new word 
which alarmed them more than bulldozing; 
the parish officials were conspicuously in
competent.

To Senator MoMillan—The parish tax in 
1875 was fourteen and one-half mills; the 
State tax was the same; there was a redac
tion of five mills in the tax from the year 
before, I believe; that was made by the po- 
lioe jury; there has been a reduction in 
taxes sinoe 1872 and 1873; know Dr. Ster
ling; he was tax oolleotor in 1871 or 1872; 
he was reoognized as a Democrat before he 
was appointed, and sinoe; *have heard it 
stated that he was a defaulter; never heard 
the amount named: immediately after the 
war the Democrats had control for several 
years; the indebtedness continued to in
crease during their administration; do not 
know whether or not the debt amounted 
to about $26,000 up to 1873; 1 was a mem
ber of the police jury for about three 
years; J. B. Collins was auditor of the 
parish at that time; he did not issue war
rants fraudulently, but he did issue them 
without authority ; Collins was a Democrat; 
1 was instrumental in ohangiDg the manner 
of issuing warrants; the indebtedness con
tracted during that time has been oalled in 
question in the courts; it is still in litigation; 
can not state the number of schools in the

arish; there may be three sofiools in Sc.
rancisville; believe they are the best 

sohools in the parish; there probably were 
sohools in all the wards bnt one in the 
parish in 1875: heard that an injunction 
was plaoed on the school fond whioh pre
vented the payment of teachers; the teach-

(ayes and Wheeler, and a mixed parish 
tioket; knows Mr. Moore, who testified be
fore this committee on Wednesday; the only 
thing against his character is that he is a 
hard drinker; about twenty-five colored 
voters joined the Democratic club in oar 
ward.

John A. Hemler called—Resided in Rich
land parish thirty years; voted and lives in 
ward four; the last was one of the quietest 
and most peaceable elections ever wit
nessed in this State. Dr. Hill was presi
dent, and witness vice president of the 
Democratic club; knew Mr. Dixon, but not 
jersonally; did not know anything against 
liis character; has five men employed on his 
place; all bnt one voted the Democratic 
ticket, and he stated that his registration 
certificate had been mislaid and ne could 
noc find it. In employing hands on his 
place he would give the preference to col
ored hands who are men of his party, but 
wonld employ Republicans if they were bet
ter hand*; the colored men voted the Demo
cratic tioket of their own free will: does 
not know of any intimidation of any col
ored man voting the Republican tioket at 
the last eleotion.

The oommittee then adjourned until ten 
o’olock to-day.

THE WADLEIGH COMMITTEE.

Nineteenth Day.
Senator Wadleigh’s committee assembled 

at a few minutes past ten o’olock yesterday 
morning, with all the members present, 
The investigation of West Felioiana was 
resumed.

Henry Brookhart, colored, sworn—To 
Senator MoDonald—Have resided in West 
Feliciana forty-nine years; voted the Dem
ooratio tioket at the Laurel Hill poll; have 
heretofore voted the Republican tioket; 
thought the Demooratio party was the 
“most safest side;” I was appointed a mem
ber of the parish school board, and when 
the board had meetings they did not invite 
me; think the children are worse after they 
go to sohool than before; never have been 
threatened or intimidated; the eleotion was 
peaoefnl and quiet.

To Senator Wadleigh—The Aaronstein 
trouble created a good deal of uneasiness 
among the colored people; at first it was re
ported that there were 300 or 400 colored 
people killed; afterward there were so many 
different reports I did not know what to be
lieve; then we heard ot the Mount Pleasant 
trouble; was dissatisfied with the Repub
lican party because the government did not 
give the oolored people protection.

John Haley, colored, sworn—To Senator 
McDonald—Testified about the same as the

sohoels; Enos Williams, a oolored man, told 
me he had been whipped; do not wish to 
say anything in regard to the character of 
John J. Barrow, as we are not on friendly 
terms; while 1 characterize the general 
oonduot of parish officers by the Repnblioan 
officials as inefficient, I do not wish to be 
considered as denouncing them all; some of 
them have been very efficient; oonsider Mr. 
D. A. Weber, the tax collector, a faithful, 
upright and efficient officer, and in his in
tercourse with me he has always aoted 
like a gentleman.

Win field Scott Darington Hamilton, 
sworn—To Senator MoDonald—Reside in 
West Felioiana; am justioe of the peace; 
there was great complaint of stealing; did 
not administer any oath to Tom Talton that 
he would support the Demooratio ticket; 1 
was under arrest at Bayou Sara for assault 
and battery; oould get uo Democrat to go 
on my bond, and E. L. Weber signed it; 
when on my way home 1 was pretty tight; 
fell in with a party ot young men; we were 
drinking at Talton’s store; am sure I did 
not administer any oath; was a member of 
the police jury, which was compelled to re
sign; there was no intimidation exercised; 
belonged to the Union Conservative Club 
of Laurel Hill; it was first oalled the Plant
er’s Association; did not like to attend the 
meetings, because the oolored people, when 
speaking, would say that they were not go- 
mg to be ruled by carpet-baggers and seal- 
lawagH, and when they said “aoallawags” 
they would look right at me.

To Senator Wadleigh—Committed Diok 
Mills five times for stealing; he was a mem
ber of the Union Conservative Club; I was 
turned out of the Planters’ Association be
cause I visited E. L. Weber; don’t know 
whether I signed the resolutions of the 
Union Conservative Club; see my name 
signed to them; sent a letter to E. L. Weber 
warning him that his life was in danger; am 
sure I did not swear TaltoD- can not remem
ber whether I left this fact in uncertainty 
or not on a direot examination; am sure 1 
did not leave it in uncertainty; don’t think 
I was expelled from the police jury because 
1 was a Republican; Marshal Ney was ob
jected to in our ward as teacher because he 
was deaf; there was an indignation meeting;
1 attended; perhaps he was appointed on 
my recommendation; 1 believe him to be 
oompetent.

Mrs. Amy Mitchell, colored, sworn—To 
Senator Wadleigh—Am the widow of Isaac 
Mitchell; am twenty-three years old; my 
home was m Bayou Sara; have no home 
now; my husband was killed in Seotember 
last; eight white men oame to oar hoase 
and asked for Isaac Mitchell; they said that 
they came to break np this d—-d Radical 
hole; 1 let them in; they hunted after Isaac; 
he had hidden under the bed; they com
menced beating him over the head with 
pistols; the three men who beat him were 
Charles M. Barrow, James Dunning and 
Robert Wilson; they had masks on their 
faces; duriBg the scuffle with my husband 
the mask fell off Charles Barrow’s face; 
they then took him out and shot him to 
death; I begged them not to; they told me 
then to take his body in; they asked for 
Julius Green; they said they must get that 
other fellow when they rode off; it was 
about two o’olook in the morning; they 
oame there and said Julius Green must 
oome in town the next day and resign as 
police juror.

To Senator McDonald—Refused to go up 
to Bayou Sara to testify before the coroner’s

ward said that any oolored man who voted 
the Democratic ticket oonld not live in the 
ward; went to another ward to vote the 
Democratic tioket.

To Senator Wadleigh.—Live two miles 
from Captain John J. Barrow; 1 am nnder 
indictment for murder; my trial has not yet 
cone off; Mr. Fisher, Governor Wickliffe’s 
law partner, is my counsel; my bondsmen 
are Marshal Colton, John J. Barrow and 
James Stephen; they are all Democrats.

To Senator MoDonald—I am charged with 
killing a white man.

Charles L. Fisher, sworn—To Senator 
McDonald—Reside in East Felioiana; acn a 
lawyer and a Democrat; was secretary of 
the Parish Central Committee, and presi
dent of the First Ward Democratic Club; 
think there were between 900 and 1000 col
ored members of Demooratio olnbs in the 
parish.

To Senator Wadleigh—Know Colonel 
Frank Powers, have understood that be is 
a Republican; believe I subscribed $5 in 
October, 1875, to bay him a horse; all the 
signers, I believe, were Democrats; wanted 
to buy him a horse becanse he was at the 
head of a body of Regulators, and it was as 
a reward for bis services in stopping the 
stealing of seed cotton, and the burning of 
ginhonses by the oolored people; he was a 
Democrat when he got the horse; think the 
regulating, as to burning stores was done 
in the night time; the stopping of bnrnifig 
ginhouses was done in the day time; do not 
belong to the 298 society; did belong to the 
Knights ot the White Camelia, in 1868; 
know R. G. Sterling; reported to the Auditor 
the fact that certain persons held his receipt 
as tax oolleotor, who were reported by Ster
ling as tax oolleotor; think tbe amount was 
“TOO or $800; Sterling was a Democrat.

McCrindell reoalled—Witness pro
duced a long memorandum of inquests 
whioh he had held as coroner, whioh were 
offered as evidenoe.

Senator Wadleigh objeoted to the reoeipt
'  the doonments, as it did not purport to 

a copy ot original reoords, and the re
cords oonld be had. He desired to know 
who the juries were, and the testimony in 
the different oases. He did not propose to 
blindly acoept the verdicts of bulldozing 
coroners’ juries.

Senator McDonald took the memorandum 
and questioned the witness as to each par- 
tioular case, bat Senators Wadleigh and 
MoMillan wonld not allow any question to 
be put the answer to whioh depended upon 
anything but his personal knowledge, and 
whioh oonld be proven by offioial docu
ments.

D. A. Weber reoalled—To Senator Mc- 
Millen—Am iamiliar with the region of 
country in the neighborhood of the Flower 
and Fort plaoes; there are plantation roads 
leading from one to the other; do not think 
it more than three miles; from 1866 to 1873 
the police jury of West Felioiana parish 
was exclusively in the hands of the Demo
cratic party; daring that time a parish in
debtedness of over $26,000 was contracted; 
there was no check upon the police jury 
expenditures; one acted as auditor and the 
other as treasurer; money was paid with
out sufficient vouchers; sinoe the police jury 
has been in tbe hands of the Republicans 
tbe financial affairs of the parish have im
proved greatly; think that with the amount 
of money the sohool board had to use the 
schools were better sustained than in any 
other parish in the State.

This closes the West Feliciana testimony. 
The committee then adjourned subjeot to 
the oall of the chairman.

BY T E L E G R A P H .

TH E  LO U IS IA N A  CONTROVERSY

E N C O U R A G IN G  F E A T U R E

STUDYING UP THE QUESTION

8PEEDY RECOGNITION OF PACKARD

ONLY A MATTER OF TIME

N E W S P A P E R  C O M M E N T S

AUGUR'S QUIBBLES

AN A D M O N IT IO N  R E Q U IR E D

(Special to  the New O rleans Republican.J

• M ixing the  Q uestion.

Mr. Goode intends good to the lawyers if 
he has not a design to increase notarial 
fees. He wishes to make March 4 a day of 
bueineee, it now being a dies non, but only 
in the oountry. If this were law it would 
require a decision of the Supreme Conrt to 
settle when a note wae properly subjeot to 
protest if the plaoe of payment happened 
to be in the oountry, and- the lex loci con
tractus in the oity, or vice versa.

S h ak e sp e a re  B e tn r .  Deni M ates.
Probably an aotor never addressed a 

more attentive assembly than that whioh 
filled the basement of St. Ann’s Churoh 
last night, while Mr. G. W. Jones told the 
story -of the “Merohant of Venioe," in a 
very qaaint way. Mr. Jonea is short and 
stoat, hts face is round and brimming over 
with good humor, and his whole appear
ance bespeaks the comio lecturer. After 
the applause that greeted hie first appear
ance apoa the platform had died away, no 
other sound, except the noise made by his 
own feet and hands disturbed the still
ness of the room. His bnmorons 
points, for he rather oarioatnred Shakes
peare’s drama, elicited marked hot silent 
approval, and even the lecturer's own 
voice woe unheard, and wonld have been 
unheard If he had spoken, for his congrega
tion neither hear nor apeak. He is also a 
deaf mote and a teacher in the New York 
Institute for the Deaf and Dumb. He re- 
eently graduated, alter fonr years of study, 
in the Washington Collage for Deaf Mntes, 
and. In addition to his skill in oommnni- 
oating by tbe established digital aigns with 
persons afflicted like himself, he possesses 
wonderful power of mimiory. His mother 
was an actress in the Old Bowery Theatre, 
and more fortunate olronmstanees he
would, unquestionably, have risen to emi
nence in the same profession . His gestures 
are so illustrative that it is not difficult for 
a person ignorant of the sign language usea 
by dent mates to interpret stash of hts 
meaning.

preceding witness.
To Senator Wadleigh—Was not airaid of 

bulldozers, because I knew 1 had to die 
some time, and thought 1 might die at one 
time as well as another.

J. B. Simms, sworn—To Senator McDon
ald—Reside in West Feliciana parish, fifth 
ward; have lived there four years; am a 
farmer; took part in the political canvass 
last year in the interest ot the Democratic
fiarty; own a plantation near the Mississippi 
ine, and am agent for another; some of the 

oolored men in my employ voted the Demo
cratic tioket, and some the Republican; 
there was no intimidation except two or 
three oases where Demooratio oolored men 
were threatened by Republicans of their 
own raoe; live near Aaronstein’s store; ex
amined the oirctun stances attending his 
killing; there was a colored man named 
Henry Hill in my employ who killed a oow 
belonging to another oolored man; he was 
notified to leave the parish; he did not go; 
one day during my absence two white men 
oame to my plaoe—one ol them was Aaron
stein—and whipped Henry Hill.

Some disousaion between members of the 
oommittee here ensued as to whether an 
examination should be made of the Aaron
stein affair, most of whioh ooonrred in Wil
kinson county, Mississippi.

Senator Wadleigh stated that as he had, 
on Senator McDonal’s objeotion ruled not to 
enter into this matter, he oould not now 
consistently change the ruling.

Witness resumed—Altogether, I believe, 
there were three oolored men hung and ten 
or twelve shot and killed; it had not the 
moat remote connection with polities; know 
Henry Semple; the reason he left the ward, 
as he told me, was that he had led a body 
of oolored men to Bayon Sara, and the 
white people had never forgiven him, and 
he was afraid he would get into trouble.

To Senator Wadleigh—One of the candi
dates on the Republican ticket was brother 
of the lady lor whose plantation 1 am agent 
there was considerable disturbance in the 
ward, the disturbance was the killing of 
stock and stealing; belonged to the Union 
Conservative Club; the white citizens of 
the parish, believing they oonld aooom- 
plisb nothing by appealing to the anthori 
ties, took the matter in their own hands; 
that caused considerable terror among the 
oolored people; I approved of the aotion of 
the white people. [Senator Wadleigh read 
to witness the published resolutions of the 
Union Conservative Club, whioh set forth 
that a great amount of lawlessness exists in 
In the parish, scandalous alike to the State 
and to the United States, and that the olab 
condemns snob lawlessness, and particular
ly condemn the visiting of plantations at 
night end the chopping Ft nn<

jury because I was afraid to go.
To Senator Wadleigh—Was afraid to go 

because Charles Barrow had told my 
brother he would kill me on sight; he 
wanted to kill me beoauee 1 told the namts 
of those who killed my husband.

Dr. L. S. McCrindell sworn—To Senator 
MoDonald—Have been ooroner of West 
Feliciana for some time; examined the mur
der of Gilbert Carter; there were but two 
witnesses, Isaac Vessel and Charles M. 
Barrow; the verdiot was that he oame to 
his death from wounds inflicted by persons 
unknown; examined the death of Isaao 
Mitchell; while on the way met two of the 
witnesses, Amy Mitohell and Leah Green, 
going to Bayon Sara in Mr. Weber’s car
riage; adionrned the inquest at the request 
of parties who were charged with the 
homicide from time to time; the investiga 
tion was urged by prominent men of the

President Grant’s Views.
Tbe President observes with the closest 

attention the varying phases of the presi
dential oomplioations. To him it is not a 
question of individuals, but a general de
sire to have the authority which he has 
wielded for the past years transmitted to 
his successor without turmoil and witnin 
the meaning of the constitution and the law®.

He is deeply sensible of the depressing 
effects of the existing uncertainty as to the 
solution of the presidential question upon 
the business of the oountry. In the corre
spondence of the exeoutive departments it 
is shown by offioiala in different States that 
the industries of the oountry have ol late 
shown a healthy indication of a revival of 
aotivity, and that oapital is ready to second 
this tendency as soon as something definite 
has been readied on pending politioal ques
tions.

In tbe event of an interregnum in the 
presidential office owing to an Inability on 
the part of the two Houses to oome to an 
agretment on the question of the presi
dency, prior to the day whioh terminates 
the present administration, the President is 
of tne opinion that the Cabinet officers, in 
aooordanoe with the provisions of the act of 
1792, will recognize the presiding officer of 
the Senate, who he considers ex-offioio act
ing Vice President of the United States, and 
to whom will be transmitted the important 
trust whioh he himself has so long exer
cised.

In speaking on this subject the President 
states that to his mind the question as to 
his duty under each a contingency is quite 
clear, and that the partisan view taken by 
a portion of those who have the matter to 
deal with directly is untenable and nnsns- 
tained by any statutory provision. He says 
that the act of 1792 is olear on that point, 
providing that in the case of the death, re
signation or inability of both the President 
and Vice Pr Bident of the United States, 
the President of the Senate, or if there is 
none, the Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, for the time being shall act as 
President until the disability is leinoved or 
a President elected.

He says if the position assumed by some— 
that there is no President of the Senate, 
and therefore, in event of no choice, that 
the Speaker of the House should succeed 
on the fourth of March—were the oorreot 
one this would find the government ab 
solutely without an executive; that he has no 
power to oall an extra session of the Forty- 
tilth Congress, as that, under the present 
circumstances, alone rests with Congress, 
and oan only be done upon their oonourrent 
aotion. It is not probable that the Senate 
would agree to an extra sesaion for any such 
purpose, so that, admitting this view, 
there oould be no President until 
Congress shali have assembled in the 
course of law. In the meantime the Cabi
net wonld have to aot exoept in the case of 
the Postmaster General, whose term would 

tyV -  ...................

plantatioi
id hungin#

parish; Celonel Robert H. Barrow oontrib 
uted money to bring the witnesses into the
{mrieh; Amy Mitohell had gone 
eans and refused to oome baok.

To Senator Wadleigh—Colonel Robert H, 
Barrow is father of Charles M. Barrow; he 
contributed money to get Amy Mitohell, 
the widow of the murdered man, into the 
parish to testily; am a Democrat; do not 
consider myself a Repnblioan beoauee Gov
ernor Kellogg oppointed me; Captain Rob
ert H. Barrow is a particular friend of 
mine; Charles M. Barrow is one of the 
finest young men in the parish; J. D. Smith 
was one of the ooroner’s jurors; have seen 
in the paper that he was oharged with being 
a bulldozer; Henry Tnoker, another of the 
jurors, was a colored man who works on J. 
D. Smith’s plaoe; R. Clendenin, another 
juryman, lived in St. Franoisville, nine 
miles distant; believe he is a friend of Bar- 
row; Frank Dnnoan, the fonrth juryman, 
was a oolored man who lives m the neigh 
bornood; Colbert Banks, the last juryman, 
lives in the neighborhood; think the oolored 
men were friends of the deoeassd.

Witness offered in evidenoe what pur
ported to be a prooes verbal of the inquest.

Senator Wadleigh objeoted to receiving 
the paper in evidenoe, for the reason that 
the coroner, under some inspiration, had 
oertified to certain alleged facts of whioh 
he oonld possibly have known nothing 
Farther, it was not oertified to by the pro 
per officer, nor has it the seal of the court. 
[Tbe document is signed “Charles M. Bar- 
row, clerk of court.’’ Barrow was not re
turned as elected by the Returning Board ] 

Ben Wicker, oolored, sworn—To Senator 
McDonald—Live near Tunica, West Feli
oiana parish; voted the Demooratio tioket 
of my own free will.

Ephraim Smith, oolored, sworn—To Sen
ator MoDonald—Reside in Bayou 
stvtofh ward; the oolored women i

expire in thirty days after Maroh 4, thus 
leaving that department entirely without a 
head, and therefore suspending all postal 
operations, as no one of oompetent author
ity would be left to oarry them on; nor 
oould there be any harmony of aotion as re
gards the other operations of the govern
ment, as eaoh Cabinet officer would aot for 
himself, he being solely responsible for the 
administration of his department. The 
literal result of this would be six exeoutive 
offioers aotiug severally without the direct
ing authority of the chief exeoutive con
templated by the constitution.

Pending this condition of things nnder 
the aot ot 1792 an eleotion for President 
and Vioe President would be held upon the 
notification of the Secretary of State. In 
the meantime, during the interregnum in 
the presidential offioe, there would be no 
authority to oompel obedienoe to the laws, 
for no Cpbinent officer oonld exercise au
thority except over the offioers of his de
partment. Tiie Inevitable tendency of snob 
a condition of things wonld naturally be 
politioal disintegration.—Graphic.

Lnoy Hooper writes, ebnoerning Frenoh 
marriages, as follows: A Frenoh fashion
able wedding is a wofnlly unromantio speo 
taole. It is merely a business oontraot that 
is receiving its final olanse in the midst of 
white satin, flowers and laoe—it is money 
buying a title, or a landed estate that is be
ing joined to a settled income, or something 
of that nature. There has been no qnes 
tion of wooing and winning, of blushes and 
shy consent, ot sweet maiden kisses and 
stolen hand-.
a to iM n ,__  .  - .____
happy love. The two families made the 
matoh and the lawyers settled the details of 
the oontraot, and here is the dosing formula 
of the transaction—a girl is to be handed 
over to a man whom eke does not know and 
does not love, and who neither knows nor

Washington, January 18,1877.
One encouraging feature of the Louisiana 

controversy is seen in the faot that the 
statesmen here who have the case under 
consideration have of late made Louisiana 
laws and precedents a special study, and 
are thoroughly informed in every phase of 
theoase; consequently the complete recog
nition of Governor Packard, already pre
figured by the President’s partial recogni
tion, is near at hand. It is only a question 
of time, and very short time at that.

The leading Northern papers are giving 
an nnnsnal amount of space to the discus
sion of Louisiana affairs. This morning’s 
New York Timet contains the following 
editorial:

General Angnr, now commanding the 
United States troops at New Orleans, seems 

little disposed to quibble over his in
structions, and to give the Demooratio 
claimant, Nioholls, the benefit of any doubt 
which oan be extracted from their lan
guage.

General Augur was very plainly told by 
the President that the lawyers who oame 
together at the oall of Nioholls and desig 
nated themselves as the Supreme Court of 
the State, oonld not be reoognized as snoh, 
and that Mr. Packard, being the legally 
elected Governor of Louisiana, mast be so 
reoognized; bat General Augnr persists in 
forcing the maintenanoe, not of what diplo
matists oall the statu quo ante helium, bnt of 
the state of things as it was alter the Nich- 
oils revolution.

The White Leagurs hold the courts, the 
mortgage offioe and the police stations, 
and the Representative of the United States 
has used his influence to have them left un
disturbed till he receives more explicit in
structions.

Considering how easy it would be, under 
existing oiroumstanoes, to precipitate riot 
and bloodshed in New Orleans, this very 
sorupulous officer oan not be too soon ad
monished that the recognition of a legally 
eleoted Governor excludes tbe possibility of 
admitting that a usurper of some of the 
attributes of that position, oan be dealt 
with as having any offioial status what 
ever.” D. D. C.

CONGRESS.
(Senate.

Washington. January 18.—In the Senate 
Mr. Jones, of Florida, presented the peti
tion of Colonel Robert B. Hilton, J. E. 
Younge and Robert Bnllook, the Demo
cratic Presidential electors of Florida, 
olaiming to have been legally eleoted, and 
asking that the electoral vote cast by them 
for President and Vice President be counted 
instead of that oast by the electors on the 
other side.

On motion of Mr. Jones the petition was 
laid on the table, and he gave notioe that 
he wonld oall it up next week for the pur
pose of submitting some remarks on the 
snbjeot.

H o ase .
The oonourrent report of the oommittee 

on counting electoral votes was made, read 
and recommitted, Mr. Payne, of Ohio, the 
ohairman, stating that the report was 
signed by the seven members of the House 
oommittee and by six of the seven mem
bers of the Senate oommittee, and also 
stating that he would soon move to have the 
bill made a special order so that it might be- 
oome a law in good time, as the day for the 
proposed meeting of joint oonvention is 
two weeks from to-day, it being two weeks 
earlier than the day fixed by law.

The resolutions reported by the select 
oommittee on the privileges of the House, 
of whioh Mr. Knott, of Kentucky, is chair
man, and whiob assert that the President of 
the Senate has not the right to oount the 
electoral votes, was debated bnt no aotion 
taken. ______ _______

T1IE VOTE.

R e p o rt o f  th e  J o in t  C om m ittee of Con. 
a r e . ,  on th e  C onntlnc o t th e  B le rto ri 
V ote—T he P roposed  B ill.

Washington, January 18 — In their re
port submitted with the bill the oommittee 
■ay they have applied tbe utmost practica
ble study and deliberation to the subjeot, 
and believe that the bill reported is the 
beet attainable disposition of the difficult 
problems and disputed theories, arising 

• of the late eleotion. They speak of 
diffionlty of reaohing a conclusion, and 

they dealt with abstract questions, so far 
as they are necessarily involved in the 
legislation proposed. The report implies 
that legislation may be had on the snbjeot, 
in aooordanoe with the oonatitntion, bnt the 
oommittee think that the law proposed is 
inconsistent with a few prinoipal theories 
upon the subjeot.

The bill it only directed to ascertaining 
tor the purpose and in aid of the oonnting 
of what are the constitutional votes of the 
respective States, and whatever jorisdiotion 
exist, tor snoh purpose the bill only regu
lates tbs method of exeroising it. For this 
the constitution gives warrant, and there
fore the law proposed is not inconsistent 
with that instrument. The oommittee re- 
gard as of far greater moment that the will

stolen hand-elaspingt, and all the other 
oolishnees of pnre, permitted,

is impossible to estimate the material loss 
the country daily sustains from the existing 
state of uncertainty. It directly and pow
erfully tends to nnssttls and paralyse busi
ness, to weaken public and private credit, 
and to oreate apprehension in the m*' da of 
the people that disturb tbe peaceful -enor 
of their ways and mar their happiness. It 
does far, far more; it tends to bring repub
lican institutions into discredit, and to 
oreate donbts of the ancoess of our form of 
government, and of the perpetuity of the 
repnblio. All considerations of interest, of 
patriotism and of justioe unite in de
manding of the_ law making power a meas
ure that will bring peaoe and prosperity to 
the country, and show that our republican 
institutions are equal to any emergency 
and in this connection we oan not refrain 
from the expression of our satisfaction that 
your oommittee, composed of equal mem
bers of both parties, hss fortunately been 
able to do what has been attempted in vain 
heretofore, almost unanimouslv to agree 
upon a plan considered by them all to be jnst, 
wise and efficient. We accordingly recom
mend the proposed aot to the patriotio and 
just judgment of Congress.

GEORGE F. EDMUND8,
F. T. FRELINQHUYREN, 
ROSCOE CONKLING,
A. G. THURMAN,
T. P. BAYARD,
L. A. RANSOM,
_  Senate Committee.
H. B. PAYNE,
EPPA HUNTER,
WILLIAM M. SPRINGER, 
GEORGE W. McCRARY. 
GEORGE F. HOAR,
GEORGE WILLARD,

Of House Committee.
A bill to provide for and regniate the 

oounting of votes for President and Vioe 
President, and the deoision of questions 
arising thereon, for the term oommeneing 
March 4, A. D. 1877:
Be it enacted, etc , That the Senate and 

House of Representatives shali meet in the 
Hall of the Honse of Representatives, at 
the hour ot I P. M., ot the first Thurs
day ol February, A. D. 1877, and the 
President of the Senate shall be their pre
siding offioer. Two tellers shall be pro- 
vionsly appointed on the part of the Sen
ate, and two on the part of the Honse of 
Representatives, to whom shall be handed, 
as they are opened by the President of the 
Senate, all the certificates and papers par- 
porting to be certificates of the electoral 
votes; whioh certificates and papers shall 
be opened, presented and acted npon in the 
alphabetical order of the States, beginning 
with the letter “A,” and said tellers hav
ing then read the same in the presence 
and healing of the two Houses, shall 
make a list of tbe vote, as they .hall ap
pear irom the said certificates, and the 
votes having been ascertained and counted, 
as in this act provided, the result of the 
same shall be delivered to the President of 
the Senate, who shall thereupon announce 
the state of the vote and the names of the 
persons, if any, eleoted, whioh announce
ment shall be deemed a sufficient declara
tion of the pereone eleoted President and 
Vioe President ol the United States, and, 
together with a list of the votes, be entered 
on the joninals of the two houses. Upon 
snoh reading of any snch certificate or pa- 
jer, when there shall be only one retnrfi 
rom a State, the President of the Senate 

shall oall for objeotione, if any. Every ob
jection shall be made in writing, and shall 
state olearly and coneisely and without ar
gument the gronnd thereof, and shall be 
signed by at least one Senator and one 
member of the Honse of Representatives 
before tbe earns shall be reoeived. When 
all objections bo made to any vote or 
paper from a State shall have been 
received and road, the Senate shall there
upon withdraw, and snoh objections shall 
be submitted to the Senate for its deoision; 
and the Speaker of the Honse of Represent
atives shall, in like manner, submit snob 
objections to the Honse of Representatives 
for its deoision; and no electoral vote or 
votes from any State, from whioh bat one 
return has been reoeived, ehail be rejected 
except bv the affirmative vote of the two 
honees. When the two houses have voted, . 
they shall immediately again meet and th . 
presiding offioer shall then announce the 
deoision of tbe question.

Sec. 2. That if mere than one return or
Saper purporting to he a return from a 

fate shall have been reoeived by the Presi
dent of the .Senate, purporting to be the 
oertifioates of the eleotoral votes given at 
the last preceding eleotion for President 
and Vice President in snoh State, nnlesa 
they shall be dnpiioatee of the same return, 
all snoh returns and papers shall be opened 
by him in the presence of the two houses, 
when met as aforesaid, and read by the 
tellers, and all snoh returns and papers 
shall thereupon be submitted to the judg
ment and decision, as to whioh is the true 
and lawful eleotoral vote of snoh State, of a 
commission constituted as follows, namely: 
Daring the session of each honse of the 
Tuesday next preceding the first Thursday 
in February, 1877, eaoh honse shall, by viva 
vooe vote, appoint five of ite members, 
who, with the five associate justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United States 
to be ascertained as hereinafter provided, 
shall constitute a commission for the de
cision ot all questions npon er in respeot ol 
snch doable retnrns named in this seotion.

On the Tuesday next preceding the first 
Thursday in February, A. D. 1877, or as 
soon thereafter as may be, the Aesooiate 
Justices of tbe Supreme Court of the 
United States now assigned to the first, 
third, eighth and ninth circuits shall select, 
in such manner as a majority of them shall 
desm fit, another ot the Aesooiate Judges of 
the said coart, whioh five persons shall be 
members of said commission and the per
son longest in commission ef the said 
justices shall be the president of the said 
commission. The members of the said com
mission shall respectively take and sab- 
soribe the fallowing oath: ‘ I do solemnly 
swear or affirm (aa the case may be) that I 
will impartially examine and consider all 
questions snbmitted to the commission of 
whioh I am a member, and a true judgment 
give thereon, agreeable to the constitution 
and the laws, so help me God." Whioh oath 
ahall be filed with the Secretary of the Sen
ate. When the commission shall have been 
thus organized it shall not be in the power 
of either house to dissolve the same, or te 
withdraw any of its members, bnt if 
any suoh Senator or member shall 
die or become physically unable te 
perform the dnties required by this 
aot, the faot of such death or 
physieal inability shall be by said oommln- 
eion, before it shall proceed farther, oom- 
municated to. the Senate or Honse of Rep
resentatives, as the oase may be, whioh 
body ehail immediately, and without de
bate, proceed by viva voce vote to fill the 
place ao vacated, and the person so ap- 

. . . .  ,, ----- .  ibsoribe to the onthminted shall take and euh
lereinbefore prescribed, and 
member of said commission; and in ilka

of the people shonld be lawiully carried oat 
than the question of who shall be President 
for a prescribed term. They, therefore, en
deavored to frame a fair and impartial 
measure. The legislature and judioiary 
are represented in the tribunal in equal 
proportions. The composition of the judi
cial part of the commission lookrf to a selec
tion lrom different parte of the repnblio, 
while it is thought to be free from any pre
ponderance or snpposable bias, as ths addi
tion of the necessary constituent part 
of the whole, in order to obtain an uneven 
number of commissioners is left to an 
agenoy tbe farthest removed from preju
dice of any existing attainable. It would 
be difficult, if not impossible, the oommittee 
think, to establish a tribunal that oonld be 
less the snbjeot of party oritteiam than .such 
a one. The oommittee felt bound by the 
highest dnty to let no bias of party feeling 
stand in the way of a  jnst, equal and peace- 
ful measure for extrioating the question 
from ths embarrassments that at 
surronnd 
follows:

In eono!union,

ireme Conrt anall die or become physically 
noapable of performing the dnties required 
by this act, the other ot said jastiees, mem
bers of the said commission, shall immedi
ately appoint another justioe of said oourt 

member ot said commission, and 
suoh appointments regard ahall be 

had to the impartiality and free-

mediately
eoribe to the onth hereinbefore prescribed, 
and be oome n member of said commission, 
to fill the vacancy so occasioned. All the 
oertifioates and papers, purporting te be 
oertifioates of the electoral votes of each 
State, shall be opened in the alphabetical 
order ot the State, as provided in seotion 
one of this not, and when there shall be 
more than one snoh oertifioate or paper aa 
the oertifioates and papers from snoh State 

so be opened—excepting dnplioafes 
of the same return—they shall be read by 
the tellers, and thereupon the President <2 
the Senate shall oall for objectiMa

te impress upon Conge
ipptdj* dftffHftl nafriiMi 1 i this snbjeot. It ■


