
m

NEW ORLEANS REPUBLICAN, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 1877.

I l f n C I A L T o U R N A L  OF THE UNITED ST AT E S

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF NEW ORLEANS

H R W  O R I ^ B A N ^ , J A N U A R Y  ‘J 4 .  I N T T .

I t ’s scold w eather.

A man w ith a  boil should not skate. 

Club life  fits a  m an for police duty .

T he su rv ival ot the fittest is no t so cer

ta in . __________

T here are  no new affairs of honor in New 

Y ork. ____________ _

All reporters are 
outlook.

the lookout for the

C ronin's nose tu rn s  again tow ard the se t

ting  snn. __________

W agon wheels oan not iu n  fa r w ithout 
being tired.

T he c ity  of Lockport, New York, is to  be 
heated by steam.

T he F lorida Union says p iety  is increas
ing  in  Jacksonville.

P erhaps Sam B ard has moved on to  the 
n ex t town. He is silent.

The m an who flopped over too soon will 
too soon flop back again.

Horace Greeley thought perseverance only 
another nam e for genius.

The prioe of potatoes continues to go up 
w ithout regard  to  politics.

Be polite , and  associates will no t notioe 
th a t  yon are uor. handsome.

T here was a  screw loose som ew here in 
th e  A shtabula bridge business.

I t  is hoped the C incinnati ed itors do not 
deserve all they  say of eaoh other.

M any of the new leaves tu rn ed  over are 
no t much b etter than the old ones.

The repftrt of the congressional com m it
te es  will be heard  round the world.

T he Boston Museum has a  new oomedy 
b y  H. J .  Byron, called “ Old Sailors.’’

The m em bers of the V erm ont L egislature 
a tte n d  p ra y er m eeting every  m orning.

N atchez, and  m any o ther sm all towns, 
w ill have  home-made M ardi G ras celebra
tions.

I t  is said a  W estern  oonple nam ed their 
s ix th  boy “ E nough.” H e is as good as a  
fe a s t

A m ateur burg lars oan learn  muoh to  their 
advan tage by visiting the m useum  on Canal 
stree t.

Mrs. L ander’s “Soarlet L e tte r,” p layed  in 
Boston, did no t crea te  muoh of a  scarlet 
fever.

A drum fish has been discovered which 
goes abou t destroying  oyster beds for mere 
mischief.

T he woman who fa in ts a t  th ough t of 
being kissed is no t fit to  go th rough a rail
road  tunnel.

T he salaries of the publio school teachers 
of New York are to  be reduced. I t  is a 
reform  m easure.

A n agricu ltu ra l paper says: “ B rain  farm* 
ing  pays.” A bald  head presents a  d e a r  
field lo r action.

T he city  of B altim ore owes $33,000,000. 
Baltim ore is rough and  riotous an d  beauti
fully  D emocratic.

Levy has taken  his oornet to  A ustra lis , 
w h ere  sheriffs cease from  troubling  and 
constables are  a t  rest.

“ Old P robab ility” is g re a tly  m issed in 
th e  w eather business. T he new “ Indioa - 
R ons” do no t fill th e  bill.

The Baton Rouge Advocate speaks of 
Amos Collins as “one of our staunoh col
ored Democratic iriends.”

The State Grange of New Jersey has had 
*  defaulter in its employ. The man of hay' 
seed is not above suspicion.

Ben Hill’s time is divided between apol
ogising for him self and listening to the 
Apologies of others for him.

Managers who use the word “parqnette” 
m ust pit against Riohard Grant W hite, who 
can ace nothing sensible in it.

W hen a man prays that he may live to be 
old there are more chances in his favor than 
i f  ho had prayed to be young.

After nnearthing telegrams none of the 
investigating committees are wiser than 
“Seven more Moles,” by Hewitt.

The ghost of General Jackaon w ill laugh 
when it sees . W atterson’s 10,000 Ken
tuckians march on W ashington.

T he idea of a Democratic National Con
vention appears to have been given op since 
the failure of the State war meetings.

Mrs. Van Cott acknowledges that she 
onoe took delight in dancing. She was 
younger then, and had a better figure.

DJ5 FACTO VS. DE JURE- 

C an there  be such  a th in g  as a  de facto 
governm ent in  a S ta te  of th is  U n ion  
w hich  C ongress or th e  P res id en t is legally  
obliged  to  respect as such?

T h e p ream ble of th e  co n stitu tio n  of the 
U n ited  S ta tes co n ta in s  in  few w ords the 
g re a t objects for w hich th is  governm en t 
was estab lished:

When Edwin Adams reached San Fran- 
oisoo ho had the pleasure of tending a large 
number o f obituary notices o f  himself.

Lotto’s hair caught fire recently at the 
P ark  Theatre, according to the New York 
papers, bat its color may have created a 
false alarm.

W e, the people of th e  U nited S tates, in 
order to form a more perfec t Union, estab 
lish iuatioe, insure dom estic tranqu illity , 
provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and  secure the blear
iogs of liberty  to  ourselves an d  our pos
terity , do ordain and  estab lish  th is oonsti-

I t  » , b t  fore,* o f (habit, but the man 
w h s .w ore o f  goes oat between the eet* of 
a  f la y  and com e, in chewing oioree, the 
M a e  m  la 1876.

oat c o m p a n i M  o f Philadelphia 
I money daring the Centennial 
m  to reduce fa n e  for the beae

The Grand D ak s in *  better man than he 
■ran. If ladiee ran after him now he in 
made teohew  hie wifo’s  p is to n . H e didn't 
tara it  with him the other time.

ta tio n  for the  U nited S tates o f America.

P atrio k  H enry  w as u nalterab ly  of th e  
o p in ion  th a t  th e  w ords, “ We, th e  people 
of th e  U n ite d  S ta tes ,” o b lite ra te d  th e  
prev ious sovereignty o f th e  ind iv idua l 
S tates, an d  consolidated i t  in  th a t  o f th e  
U n ited  States, w hich  “ shall guaran tee 
to  every S tate in  th is  U nion  a  re p u b lic an  
form  of governm ent, a n d  sh all p ro te c t 
each  o f them  ag a in st invasion , an d , on 
app lica tion  of the L eg islatu re, o r o f the 
executive (w hen th e  L eg isla tu re  can  no t 
be convened) aga inst dom estic  v io lence .” 

T h e  P res id en t “ sh all J a k e  ca re th a t  the 
laws be fa ithfu lly  execu ted .”

T hese  are fundam en ta l, im p era tiv e  an d  
param o u n t provisions, w h ich  n e ith e r  
C ongress n o r th e  people of a  S ta te  m ay 
d isregard  w ithou t a  g laring  infidelity  to 
th e  "U n ite d  S ta tes o f A m erica.”

T o  render the la tte r  a r tic le  operative the 
law s of 1795 a n d  1807 were en acted  by 
Congress, a u th o riz in g  an d  em pow ering  
th e  P residen t to  em ploy  such  p a r t  o f the 

lan d  an d  naval forces o f the  U n ited  S ta tes 
as h e  m ig h t deem  necessary to  suppress 
in su rrec tion  in  a  S ta te  w henever called 
u pon  by  the  L eg islatu re or th e  executive 
thereof. In  1871 i t  was fo u n d  necessary 
to  en large a n d  ex tend  h is  pow ers in  such  
an  em ergency, a n d  h ence  th e  law  to  be 
found  on  pages 1034 a n d  1035, o f th e  Re- 
vised S ta tu te s  o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes, sec
tio n  5299, b y  w hich h e  is now  au thorized  
to  em ploy an y  p a r t of th e  m ilitia , o r  the  
lan d  an d  naval forces o f th e  U n ited  S tates, 
o r of either, o r by  o th e r m eans, a s  h e  m ay 
deem  necessary fo r th e  supp ressio n  of in 
su rrection , dom estic  violence, com bina
tio n s  o f m en, o r consp iracies ten d in g  to 
o b s tru c t o r h in d er th e  execu tion  of the 
law s o f a  S ta te  o r  of th e  U n ited  States.

Now le t u s  u n d ers ta n d  w h a t is  m ean t by 
th e  term , de facto government. W orcester 
says ‘ 'de facto is  a  te rm  used  to  denote a 
th in g  ac tnally  ex isting  o r d one."  “ A k ing  
de facia is  one who is  in  a c tu a l possession 
o f th e  crow n, h av in g  no  law ful rig h t to  it, 
in  d is tinc tion  of a  k in g  de ju re , w ho has a 
rig h t to  th e  crow n, b u t is  n o t in  posses

sion o f  i t .”—Tom lin .

A pplying th is  to  th e  governm en t in  
L ouisiana, i t  m ay b e  re ad  th u s : “ A Gov
ern o r de facto is  one w ho  has  assum ed 
th e  fun c tio n s  o f a n  executive officer, 
hav ing  no  law ful r ig h t to  do  so, in  dis
tin c tio n  o f a  G overnor de jure, w ho has a  
r ig h t to  perfo rm  those functions, b u t is 
p reven ted  from  i t  b y  force—m ilita ry  re
sistance. S ince th e  g o v ern m en t of th e  
U n ited  S ta tes is to  “ estab lish  dom estic 
tra n q u illity ,” p ro v id e  fo r th e  com m on de
fense," a n d  s ince i t  is  seen  th a t  th e  C on
gress o f the U n ited  S ta tes  m u st g u aran tee  
to  every S ta te  in  th e ) U n io n  a R epub lican  
form  of g o v ern m en t,”  a n d  th a t  th e  P res
id en t is  ob liged  to  enforce th e  law s 
faithfully , ca n  i t  b e  p re tended , i t  
can  recognize a  self-sty led  G overnor 
w ho h as  no “ law ful r ig h t” to  ac t 
as a n  officer, in  p re ference to  one 
who has? T h a t i t  c a n  recogn ize an  
a p p a re n t governm en t well k now n  to  have 
been inaugurated by m ilita ry  power, in  
open d isreg a rd  o f th e  form s an d  requ ire
m en ts o f th e  laws, in  o p p o sitio n  to  one 
w hich it has recognized an d  hitherto sus
tained in  accordance with its constitu 
tional obligations? W ithout law  to a n  
thorize it, it is  im possib le that such a 
thing as a State can e x is t  I f  th is be un
sound doctrine, then the provisions o f  
the constitution already quoted, making 
i t  obligatory on  Congress to enaet laws to 

insure dom estic tranquillity” and to 
guarantee to every State in  th is U nion a 

republican form ot governm ent are mean 
ingless, and consequently entirely useless. 
That instant Congress recognizes a State 
governm ent belonging to th is  U nion, it  

is, in the very nators o f  th ings, one of 
law, and for that reason can not be de 
facto alone and sim ply. A S ta te  has never 

been adm itted in  th is U nion  without the  
approval o f its  w ritten  constitution  as 
being republican in  form, and how is it  
possible it can  rem ain in  it  w ithout 
it? There is  no m om ent o f  tim e 
when a State governm ent in  th is  

U nion can exist otherwise than de jure, 
and th is is  equally true whether it be pro
visional or perm anent Instances have 
occurred (as in  R hode Island) w herein it  
was matter o f grave question and great 
perplexity to  discrim inate and to decide 

w hich o f the two ostensib le governm ents 
was lawful; bu t these difficulties did not 

destroy the b e t  that there waa a  de jure 
governm ent nevertheless. T he coexis
tent** of a de facto and a de jure govern  
m ent in  th is U nion, standing before Con
gress inim ical to  and subversive o f  eaoh 
other, w ould  b e  an  anom aly under the 
« g ie  o f  the constitution. Therefore, as 

soon as Congress decides in  such a  pro
tended state o f facts which is  the govern
m ent de jure, the nature o f the other, with  

all its  illegality, stands confessed, and is  

absolutely deprived o f any right to  recog
n ition  under the constitution  -by its  nom
inal designation. For under w hat pre
text can Congress or  the President tolerate 
a th ing  called a governm ent w hich has no  
legal right to ex ist, and that, too, as 
against a  governm ent o f  law. The 
President “sh e ll take ears that the 
laws are fa ith fu lly  executed.” T he term 
de fac to , oan never be applied in  an  antag
onistic sense to  a  governm ent o f  a Stats 
w hich eon ex ist on ly  in  a  de jure  form  
nor was it ever intended to  be applied to 
other than nationalities which a n  

right independent, L ouisiana is  not o f  
o f the governm ent of 

flte U n ited  Mates. “ I t  caq enter in to  no

possession  o f  som e o f th e  offices o f th e  
o ity  an d  S ta te , th ey  w ill n o t go so fa r as 
to  a sse rt i t  w as done in  defiance of th e  
p o w e r of th e  U n ited  S ta tes. I t  is  tru e , 
they  claim  to  be on ly  de facto ru le rs, etc ., 
b u t th ey  m ain ta in  in  th e  sam e b reath  
th a t  they  a re  th e  r ig h tfu l successors to  a 
de jure a n d  constitu tiona l governm ent. I t  
is  p erfec tly  clear they  can  n o t b e  de facto 
un less  th ey  are s im ultaneously  de ju re  of
ficials. T h e y  ca n  n o t b e  de jure because 
th ey  are w here th ey  are b y  m ilitary  
force. T h e y  d en y  th a t  th ey  have 
m ade an y  issue w ith  th e  U n ited  S ta tes, 
b y  w hich th ey  have tuken v io len t posses
s ion  of th e  de jure S ta te  governm ent. 
H ad  they  m ade su ch  an  issue, w ith  ab ility  
to  su s ta in  them selves for a  reasonable 
perio d  o f tim e aga inst th e  a u th o rity  and  
pow er of th e  U n ited  S ta tes, th e ir  s ta tu s  
m ig h t co rrec tly  be sty led  de facto. B u t 
th e  idea th a t  a  m ere p a r ty  iu  a  S ta te  m ay, 
by  a su d d en  in su rre c tio n  a g a in st th e  re 
cognized governm ent thereof, tak e  pos

session o f a  n u m b er o f its  offices, an d  by 
a m ilitary  consp iracy  n eu tra lize  the func
tions of a ll the o thers, th en  p lausib ly  an 
nounce to  the  U n ited  S ta tes, w hich is 
p ledged  to  “ in su re  dom estic  tra n q u illity ” 
in  every  S ta te  in  th is  U n io n , a n d  to  a 
P re s id e n t w ho m u st see th a t  th e  law s are 
fa ith fu lly  executed , th a t  they  re p rese n t a 
de facto governm ent, w hich  sh o u ld  be re 
spected, is, in  o u r op in ion , too tra n sp a re n t 
to  cause an y  serious perp lex ity . If, as 
th ey  sin g u larly  contend , these ac ts  have 
been  done u n d er th e  law s to u ch in g  such  
m atters, w hy theirs  is  a  governm ent de 
jure, an d  n o t one sim ply  de facto. I f  it  be 
found  th a t  such  is n o t th e  case, w hat re 
spec t w ill tb e ir boasted  governm ent com 

m an d  from  e ith e r Congress o r  th e  P resi
d e n t?

T o assert th a t  the p a r ty  has  estab lished  
a  de facto governm ent only. iB tan tam o u n t 
to  a  confession o f cr im in a lity , for such  a 
one is  never au th o riz ed  b y  an y  law th a t  
can  be ap p lied  to  a  S ta te  in  th is  U nion. 
I t  is  im possib le to  conceive th e  idea of the 
existence o f a  S ta te  governm en t w ithou t 
th e  sanotion  of co n c u rre n t law s on w hich 
a n d  by w hich i t  is es tab lished . W e read 
ily  u n d e rs ta n d  bow  a  n a tio n  haviDg a 
governm en t o f law m ay be overpow ered 
b y  an  enem y; how  i t  m ay be occupied  
a n d  dom inated  b y  it, in d ep e n d en tly  o f its 
law i; b u t  to w  a  S ta te  o f  th is  U n ion  can 
be d o m in a ted  by  a  faction  of its  ow n 
people, in d ep e n d en tly  o f its  laws, an d  
reaso n ab ly  expect th a t  C ongress w ill ap 
prove i t, n o tw ith sta n d in g  i ls  p la in  consti
tu t io n a l  ob lig a tio n  to  see th a t  no  S ta te  is 
ru le d  w ith o u t rep u b lican  laws, is  some
th in g  w e a re  n o t ab le  to  grasp . I t  m ust 
see to  i t  th a t  every  single S ta te  govern 
m en t in  th is  U n ion  is  s tric tly  dejure, an d  
i t  ca n  not, n o r  will it, to lera te one w hich 
sets u p  no  h ig h e r  c la im  to  recogn ition  
th a n  th a t  i t  is  on ly  de facto.

presidency  o f one of those convention  
m em bers an d  in  th e  presence o f others. 
W ho can  th u s  p re ten d  to  d o u b t th e  m ean
ing  o f th e  constitu tion? A P resid en t of 
th e  Senate “ eleoted for the sole purpose of 
receiving an d  opening  th e  certificates an d  
co u n tin g  th e  v o tes ,” a re  these n o t the 
words of W ashington , p re sid e n t o f the  
co n stitu tio n a l conven tion? W ere they  
n o t indorsed  by  th a t  b ody  unanim ously? 
A re th ey  n o t repea ted  in  the proceedings 
o f th e  firs t Senate? H as n o t th is  p ractice 
been  p u rsu e d  from  th e  founda tion  of the 
governm ent to  the present? I t  is  now  to 
be reversed from  a fear th a t  a  v io len t 
class of po litic ians m ay n o t b e  satisfied 
w ith  th e  p rac tice  of W ash ing ton  an d  

L angdon. W e m ay add  th a t Jam e s M adi
son, an o th er m em ber o f the constitu tiona l 
convention, th en  a  m em ber of the H ouse 
of R epresentatives, appeared  to  inform  
th e  S enate on beha lf of the  H ouse th a t  it  
h ad  agreed  th a t  th e  notifications of the  
election  of th e  P resid en t an d  Vice P res i
d e n t o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes sh o u ld  be m ade 
be su ch  persons an d  in  such  m anner as 
th e  S enate  shall be p leased  to  d irect. W e 
have n o t a t  h a n d  the ro ll of th e  H ouse of 
R epresen tatives, b u t  i t  is  sufficient to  
show  th a t  Jam es M adison, on  behalf 
of th a t  body, recognized  th e  proceed
in g s  as  regu lar an d  in  perfec t accordance 
w ith  th e  in ten tio n  o f th e  F ederal conven
tio n  a n d  constitu tion .

W e do no', know  th a t  th is  p u b lica tio n  
of th e  in itia l election  of P resid en t could 
have any  w eight. I t  has  been before C on
gress au d  is  well know n to i ts  m em bers. 
We, therefore, re p ea t th a t  there  w ould 
seem no  so lu tion  of th e  com prom ise bill 
un less in  a ttr ib u tin g  to  sw orn an d  in te lli
g en t m em bers m otives w h ich  wa do no t 
care to  suggest, s ince th e ir  existence 
w ould im ply  th a t  n e ith e r th e  constitn tion  
n o r th e  love of co n stitu tio n a l lib erty  were 
any  longer d o m in an t p rinc ip les am ong  us.

THE ELE0T0BAL BILL.

T h e  sensa tiona l d isp a tch e s  o f M onday 
cla im ed—

1. T h a t th is  b ill w ould  p ass  Congress.
2. T h a t th e  P re s id e n t w ould  sig n  i t  

w ithou t hesita tion .
3. T h a t th e  F ed era l ju d g es w ould ac. 

cep t th e  pow ers conferred  u p o n  them  by  
Congress.

A m ong o th e r reasons ass ig n ed  for th is 
ex trao rd in a ry  concurrence  was th a t  the  

passage o f th e  b ill  w ou ld  appease th e  
fr ien d s of M r. T ilden . I t  does n o t seem 
to  have en te red  th e  idea o f the reporters 
th a t  to  su rren d er th e  e lecto ra l re su lt an d  
th e  c o n s titu tio n a l u m pire  m igh t som e
w hat d issa tisfy  th e  friends of M r. H ayes. 
D em ocratic  in tim id a tio n  a n d  R epub lican  
su bm ission  w ould  seem  to  b e  a u  epi" 
dem ic w h ich  overspreads th e  U nion. 
W hen  th e  law th a t  governs the choice 
o f a  P resid en t is  re ad  b y  th e  h is 
to ry  of th e  country , o u r  am azem ent 
th a t  an y  im p artia l m in d  can  see an y  pos
sib le ju s tif ic a tio n  for th e  com prom ise 

b il l  su b sid es  in to  a  susp icion  th a t  o ther 
agencies  th a n  th a t  of reason  m ust have 
en te red  in to  i ts  suggestion . T h e  F ederal 
c o n s titu tio n  defines th e  duties o f  th e  
P re s id e n t o f th e  Senate. T h e sam e body 
testifies to  th e  precise m ode o f perform ing 
th ese  du ties. T h is  we have heretofore 
quo ted . T h e  first S enate w hich assembled 
u n d er th e  co n s titu tio n  con ta ined  five 
m em b ers  of th e  c o n stitu tio n a l convention, 
to  w it: M essrs. Jo h n  L a ngdon , o f New 
H am p sh ire , W illiam  8. Jo h n so n , of Con 
nec ticu t, R o b ert M orris, o f P ennsylvania, 

W illiam  Few , o f  G eorgia, an d  W illiam  
P aterso n , o f N ew  Jersey . T h e  official 

reco rd  says:

M o h d a y , April 6  — Richard Henry Lee, 
from Virginia, then appearing, took bis seat 
and formed a quorum of the whole Senators 
of tne United Statee.

The credentials e l  the members present 
being read and ordered to be filed, the Sen 
ate proceeded, by ballot, to tbe oboioe of a
President for the sole purpose ot opening 
and counting the votes tor President o f the
United States.

John Langdon waa eleoted.
Ordered—That Hr. Ellsworth inform the 

House of Representatives that a quorum of 
the Senate Is formed; that a President is 
elected for tbe sole purpose of opening tbe 
certificates and counting the votes of the 
electors of the several States in the oboioe 
of a President and Vice President of the 
United States; and that the Senate is now 
ready, in the Senate chamber, to proceed in 
[page ten] the presence of tbe House to dis
charge that duty; and that the Senate 
have appointed one of their members to sit 

at the Clerk’s table to make a list o f the 
votes as they shall be declared; submitting 

it  to the wisdom ot the House to appoint 
one of tbeir members for a like purpose.

The Speaker and the members ot the 
House ot Representatives attended in the 
Senate chamber, and tbe President eleoted 
for the purpose of coonting tbe vote# de
clared that the Senate end House of Repre
sentatives had met, and that he, in tbeir 
presence, had opened and ooaated the votes 
o f electors for President end Vice President 
o f  the United Statee, which were as fol
lows: 69, 34, 2, V T 6 ,  3, 6 ,2 ,1 ,1 ,1 .

su sta in in g  th e  c o n s titn tio n  a n d  re 
s tra in in g  the am bitious a n d  reckless ele
m en t th a t  w ould e ith e r seize u p o n  the 
F edera l governm ent or open  a  co nd ition  
of social a n d  politica l d iso rd er th a t  m u s t 
soon m ake th is  e ith e r a  governm en t of 
m ilita ry  force o r a  loose agg reg a tio n  of 
p o litical com m unities governed  b y  n o  law 
an d  respecting  no  p rincip le . F ro m  th is  
po litical chaos n o th in g  except th e  in teg 
r ity  of a  few m en in  pub lic  position  oan 
rescue th e  country . W e aw ait th e ir  ac
tion  w ith  th e  hope th a t  when the em er
gency shall have reached  its  c r isis  there  
will be enough courage an d  w isdom  to  
preven t th e  w reck an d  ru in  o f a ll th a t  free
m en  m ost value.

IT  DON’T SEE THE DIFFERENCE- 

T h e Picayune a  few days since took  th e  
lib erty  of assigning  to  th e  R e p u b l ic a n  

o p in io n s w hich h ad  n o t been  advanced 
by  th is  journal, a n d  em ployed th e  occa
sion to  v au n t the su p erio r devotion  of the 
D em ocracy to  th e  r ig h ts  of th e  colored 
race. I t  said :

On th e  oontrary, the safety and  s trength  
'O f  the Democratic p arty  lies in the colored 
vote, and  the blaok raee will never be 
th reatened  with disfranchisem ent by any 
in telligent D em rorat, even though he m ay 
have no higher objeot in view th an  the tri
umph of his party .

W a om it the tabular statement.
Mr. Madison, from tbe Hoaee of Repre

sentative*. thus addressed toe Senate:
Mr. President—I am d im  ted by the 

House of Repreeeatetivee to inform tbe 
Soaato that the House have agreed that tbe 
aotifleatious o f  toe election of toe President 
and of toe V iw  President of tbe United 
States should be made by snob persons and 
in id  eh manner aa tbe Senate shall be 
p tW M Sd lO  dlfUftSs

Hera, then, w e d ad  the construction
placed upon th e  m oaning o f  the coastita- 
tioa b y  th is unanim ous resolution o f  its  
members a t th e  sam e tim e w ith  to e  adop
tion and signature o i  that instrument, 

gallant chivalry Of the n in th  instant took 1 carried out ta  the earn* word* n o t e  tbe

POLITICAL CHAOS 

I f  th ere  be those w ho desire  th a t  a ll th e  
lig h ts  o f th e  co n s titn tio n  sh all be blow n 
o u t b y  th e  ru d e  b re a th  o f p o p u la r vio
lence; if  th e re  be a  p a r ty  w hich, having  
fa iled  to  im press i ts  ru le  u p o n  the F edera l 
governm ent, sh a ll m ock a t  th e  stru g g le  
w hich  precedes its  d isso lu tio n  an d  rejoice 
to  see th e  vessel s in k  w h ich  i t  could  no t 
be p e rm itted  to  com m and , tbe presen t 
aspect of affairs will consum m ate such  de
signs an d  fill w ith  joy  th e  h ea rts  of those 
who h ate  re p u b lic an  governm ent.

T h e  p o p u la r body of R epresen ta tives  
has  em ployed  its  casual a n d  accidenta l 

m a jo rity  to  defam e th e  adm in is tra tio n  of 
th e  F ed era l gov ern m en t; to  susp en d  the 
a p p ro p ria tio n s  fo r g iving effect to  the 
law s; to  su rren d er every p rin c ip le  of con- 
s titu tio n a l c o n stru c tio n  w hich  form erly 
separa ted  th e  p eo p le  in to  p artie s ; to  sub 
s titu te  a  sec tio n a l an d  s e c ta r ia n  h a te  for 
th e  honeBt d ifferences as to  th e  b est m ode 
of p reserv in g  th e  eom m on in h erita n ce ; to  
a tta c k  th e  ac ts  of S ta te  officers once re
garded  as sacred , a n d  to  th re a te n  in  effect 
an  arm ed  revo lu tion  to  an y  governm ent 
w hich  th e  leaders of these am bitious de
signs can  n o t be p e rm itted  to  control.

P resid en t L in co ln  once sa id  th a t  the 
S ta tes  w ere “ the coun ties of th e  U nion.
I t  was reg ard ed  by  the th e n  p a r ty  o f  S tate 
rig h ts  as a  sacrileg ious se n tim e n t 

T h e  S ta tes  w ere, in  th e  eyes o f the 
S o u th e rn  D em ocracy, sovereignties. To- 
day th ey  are  n o t even respected  as  w ould  
b e  coun ties o r o ther po litical corporations. 
T he H ouse o f R epresen ta tives h av ing  as 
sum ed to  itse lf th e  r ig h t to  decide the 
p re sid e n tia l election , has in vaded  the 

S ta tes w ith  a n  a u th o r ity  th a t  i t  could  no t 
exercise over th e  co rpora tion  o f a  railroad, 
a  b an k  o r an  in su ran ce  com pany. I t  has  
dem anded  th e  persons of officers cre 
ated b y  S ta te  law, a n d  responsib le alone 
to  th e  S ta te  for th e  perfo rm ance o f th e ir 
du ties. T h e  c o n stitu tio n  says:

Eaoh S ta te  shall appoint, in euoh m anner 
as th e  L egislature thereof m ay d irect, a 
num ber of electors. Tbe Congress m ay ds 
term ine th e  time of ohoosing the electors.

Yet n n d e r  th is  lim ita tio n  o f pow ers th e  
H ouse of R epresen tatives sum m on before 
them  th e  officers a p p o in te d  by  th is  S tate 
to  d e te rm in e  th e  vo te fo r the electors, 
a n d  w ou ld  com pel these officers under 
p a in  of im prisonm en t, to  su b m it th e ir 

official ac ts  to  th e  ad ju d ica tio n  of th e  
H ouse  o f  R epresen tatives. W ere th is  
u su rp in g  body to  have  ex tended  th is 

cla im  o f au th o rity  over th e  w hole U nion 
a n d  com pel th e  officers o f all th e  S ta tes  

to  su rre n d e r  th e ir d iscre tion , a n d  subm it 
th e ir  ac ts  to  th e  reversion  of th e  Honse, 
there  m ig h t b e  som e ap p a re n t pu rpose  to 
assert fo r th e  p o pu lar body th e  p a ra 
m ou n t r ig h t  to  construe  an d  eo n tro l th e  

r ig h ts  o f co -ord inate d ep a rtm en ts  of th e  
g o v ern m en t T h is  is  n o t th e  case. T he 
g re a t S ta tes  o f New Y ork, Pennsy lvan ia , 

O hio, etc ., have been allow ed to  a p p o in t 
a n d  e le c t th e ir  electors in  th e ir  ow n way, 
w h ile  th e  cla im  of a u th o r ity  is  re s tr ic ted  

to  a  few com paratively  w eak S tates, 
whose votes are  supposed  to  aw ard  the 
presidency  a n d  its  p a tro n ag e to  th e  
D em ocratic m ajo rity  w h ich  ru les th e  
J io u se  of R epresen tatives.

T he Republican party has been de
nounced because under the constitutional 
am endm ents and laws passed thereunder, 
the executive has maintained the peace, 
and enforced the Federal laws within the 
U nited  States. F or th is there is  warrant 
o f law. T he power has been exorcised 

w ithout injury to  person or property, but 
for the preservation of both. W hat, how. 
ever, can be said in  explanation of this 
extraordinary claim o f power in  the Honse 
o f Representatives? N othing exoept a de
termination on the part o f the Democracy 
w hich constitu tes that body, that it w ill 
neither com mand nor scuttle the ship  
State. I f  Mr. T ilden  be not inaugurated, 
then  w ill the Dem ocratic party claim the 
sam e absolution from any obligation  
obey the law* o f th e  U nion that they now  
exercise in  Louisiana, to  defy the laws a* 
adm inistered by the Republican govern
m ent o f  the State.

N othing exoept tbe[inauguiation  o f the 
law fully elected  President, Hayes, oan 
prevent a political ehaoe, nor oan even  
that result prevent such a  deplorable con
dition  o f  affair* unless w ith the cordial 
concurrence o< a ll sen se  n a t iv e  citizen*

To sp rin g  from  th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  
W hite L eague to  th e  p ecu lia r cham pion 
sh ip  of co lored  suffrage is a  leap  w hich  
w ould  m ake th e  m ost d a r in g  perfo rm er 
ou  th e  politica l trap eze  sh rin k  aghast. 
T hose leaders o f th e  D em ocracy w ho are 
still m em bers of th e  W hite M an ’s p a rty  
sm ile as they  read  th is  re n u n c ia tio n  of 
th e ir  doctrine . T hey  know  th a t  w ith  the  
success of th e ir  designs th e  scribe  who 

h ad  w ritten  th is  subm issive p arag ra p h  
w ould e ith er receive c o n g ra tu la tio n  upon  

h is ad ro it assu m p tio n  o f R ep u b lica n  p rin 
ciples, o r  th e  sack fo r h av in g  com m itted  
th e  p a rty  jo u rn a l to  such  a n  hu m ilia tin g  
recan ta tion .

T h e  suggestion  th a t  th e  R epub lican  
p a rty  m ed ita tes  th e  d isfranch isem en t of 
th e  co lored  voters is a  perversion  of fact, 
on ly  to  be accounted  fo r from  a n  igno 
ran ce  of th e  co n stitu tio n a l am endm ents. 
T h e re  seem ed to  have been  a susp icion  in  
tb e  m inds o f  som e very cau tious R epub
licans th a t  th e  D em oeracy m ig h t in  som e 

m an n e r nu llify  th e  r ig h ts  given  th e  col
ored  people. T o  ensu re  th e  rig h t of 
suffrage an d  legal an d  po litica l equa lity  
in  o th e r respects, a  p rov is ion  was em 
b od ied  in  th e  fo u rte en th  am en d m en t th a t 
i f  th e  rig h t o f  suffrage sh a ll b e  “ denied  
o r in  an y  m anner ab rid g ed ”—exoept as 
th e re in  s ta ted —in an y  S ta te, th e  basis of 

re p re se n ta tio n  in  th e  S ta te  in  w h ich  such  
nullification  of suffrage sh all have occurred  
s h a l l  be re duced  in  th e  p ro p o rtio n  which 
th e  n u m b er of th e  class so d isfranch ised  
shall bea r to  the  w hole n u m b er of voters 
in  th e  State.

T h is  p rov is ion  h a s  g row n  o u t o f the 
sensitive, p e rh ap s  o u t of th e  susp icious 

ca re w ith  w hich th e  R ep u b lica n  p arty  
has g u ard ed  the rig h t o f co lo red  suffrage.
I t  affects no  m an ’s  rig h t to  vote. I t  leaves 

th e  civil a n d  legal r ig h ts  of th e  colored 
peop le as  secu red  b y  th e  am endm ents. 
W ere th a t  provision o f th e . c o n s titu tio n  
enforced  th e  colored c itize n  w ould  vote, 
o r be voted for, as a t  p re sen t. H e w ould 
h o ld  precisely the sam e r ig h ts  w ith  w hite 
m en  in  th e  S ta te  to  w h ich  th e  p rovision  

m ig h t be app licab le, b u t  th e  S ta te  in  
w hich  th e  colored c itizen  h as  been  denied  
o r ab ridged  of h is  rig h ts  w ould find  its  
basis of rep resen ta tio n  re d u ce d  by  th e  de

d u ctio n  o f the  colored n u m b e rs  from  th e  
federal num b ers  o f th e  S ta te . I n  L o u 
is ian a  th is  p rovision  w ou ld  a t  once 
cu t dow n th e  m em bers  o f C o n 
gress a n d  o f th e  E lec to ra l College 
one-half. T h e basis o f re p rese n t
a tio n  being  reduced  from  seven h u n d re d  
a n d  fifty th o u san d  to  th re e  h u n d re d  an d  
seventy-five thousand, th e  ra tio  o f re p re 

sen ta tio n  re m ain ing  th e  sam e  as a t  pres- 
ent, L ou isiana  w ould  have  th re e  in stead  
of six R epresentatives in  C ongress, or five 
in stead  o f e ig h t e lecto ra l votes. E very  col- 
ored  e itize n  w ould have, how ever, th e  
sam e r ig h t to  vote, o r to  b e  vo ted  for a s  a  
R epresen ta tive . F ro m  th is  i t  w ill re su lt 
th a t  th e  r ig h t o f suffrage w ill rem ain  as a t  
p resen t. T h e civ il a u d  legal equa lity  of 
a ll th e  c itizens will b e  u n ch a n g ed , b n t 
“ th e  so lid  S ou th"  in stead  o f  rep resen ting  
those added  m em bers, m ay lose th e  re p re 

se n ta tio n  o f those  w hom  i t  has  bulldozed  
in to  subm ission . T h e Picayune adm its 
th a t—

The Demoeracy can not anooeed without 
the electoral vote of the Sonth as it now i«, 
and that faet alone guarantees the blaok 
man bis political rights.

It has even confessed:
I f  tn the last general eleotion the South 

had been confined to the attic btllum vote 
Mr. Hayes would have won an easy vic
tory.

From these quotations it  w ill be appar 
ent that the Democracy has succeeded in  
so nullifying and perverting the suffrage 
of the colored citizens as to  in sist upon it 
as an established fa c t  I t  opposed this 
right heretofore. W hy the change ? Be
cause that politica l elem ent, which, left 
free, would have opposed Democracy, has 
now been subjugated to  the w ill o f 
the Democracy. I t  is  boasted that 

through the representative powers o f the 
eolored citizens, the D em oeracy can con- 
trol the Federal governm ent I t  i s  con 
fessed that but for the adm ission and ad
dition  of the colored representation, “ Mr. 
Bayes would have won an  easy victory. 
Not satisfied, however, w ith  this trinmph, 
the Demoeracy ca lls upon the colored  
oitizena to certify that th is has been done 
with their entire approval, and claim s the 
right to  represent th is vote by virtue of 
this conquest o f  an intim idated and sub
jugated people. T o th is the oolored citi
zens w ill never oo n sen t They know that 
the W hite Leaguer is  am bushed behind  
the conservative so-called, and w ill claim  
to wield the w hole oolored representa
tion  against the righ ts and interests of 
the oolored citizens. T he right o f  ool
ored suffrage w ill then be controlled by  
those who claim  that th is is  a  white man’s  
governm en t T he lim itation provided  
for in  the am endm ent w ill be ton s a s se s 
•ary to  protect th e  tig h t o f  suffrage in  

the oolored citizen . W ith a  Dem o- 

nottie Federal

la tu re  an d  judges, tb e  eo lored  m em ber 
w ould d isappear from  Congress. N ot a  
spec im en  o f tb e  co lored  represen ta tive  
w ou ld  b e  preserved . I t  w ould  b e  ca ta 
logued  an d  preserved  in  th e  political 
m useum  as th e  fossil re lic  o f a n  ex
tin c t  po litica l variety . T h e  political 
se rf o f D em ocracy w onld have succeeded 
to  th e  in d u stria l serf, a n d  th e  political 
m as te r w ou ld  hereafter, as heretofore, 
tak e  c o n tro l o f th e  governm en t in  the 
r ig h t o f  those who were rep resen ted  as 
m em bers, w hile  they  could  n o t represent 
them selves as m en. W hile, th e re fo re  
th ere  can  be n o  possib le danger th a t  the 
co lored  e itizen  can  be dep rived  o f the  

r ig h t o f suffrage, p rovided  it is cast as tb e  
Dem ocraoy m ay order, th ere  is  every 
d an g e r th a t  th e  so lid  electora l vole o f th e  
co lored  race w ill be ca p tu red  a n d  cast for 
th e  D em ocratic  policy, w hich  substitu tes  
tb e  poli tical a n d  social sub jugation  of th e  
co lo red  raee fo r th e  servile bondage from  
w hich  th e  R ep u b lica n  p a r ty  has  ju s t  d e 
livered  them .

T h e dem and , therefore, th a t  th e  basis 
of re p rese n ta tio n  in  ce rta in  S tates shall 
be reduced  in  confo rm ity  w ith  th e  con- 

s t i tu tio n a f  am e n d m e n ts  m ay be expected 
to  com e from  th e  p etitio n  o f th e  colored 
c itizen s . T h is  w ill be done to  p ro te c t 
them selves aga inst oppression . I t  w ill be 
done to  g u aran tee  to  them  th e  rig h t of 
free will suffrage au d  o ther r ig h ts , w hich 
th ey  ca n  a lo n e  expect from  th e  co n tin u 
ance  of th e  F edera l ad m in is tra tio n  in  th e  
h an d s  of th e  R epub lican  p arty . T h e  
D em ocratic organ, therefore, in  discussing  
th e  q u estio n  has w holly lo st s ig h t of th e  
c o n s titu tio n a l am e n d m e n t q uo ted  by us. 
I t  confounds re p rese n ta tio n  w ith  suffrage. 
I t  does no t see th a t  to  secu re  suffrage th e  
co lored  people m u s t them selves dem and 
th a t  a  m isrep resen ta tio n  w hich  replaces 
th em  in  p ra c tic a l  bondage sh all be re n 
d ered  im possib le  by  being  repealed .

Associate Ju s tic e  as th e  president 
com m ission.

S hou ld  i t  be th e  policy o f  the i 
to  postpone th e  passage o f th is 
a f ter th e  d a te  fixed fo r pu ttii 
effect, i t  w ill re q u ire  n o th in g  
to  d o  so. A th o rough  di 
w h ich  can  n o t be preven ted  I 
S en ate  b y  th e  prev ious quest 
re q u ire  th a t  a  question  deba ted  
th re e  m o n th s  a t  th e  la s t session 
v o ted  on  in te llig en tly  a t  th is 
Shon ld  th e  d ate  o f organ izing  
W a l  com m ission be changed  
necessary  to  ascerta in  an d  ap j 
ju d g es a n d  tb e  fa ir investigatio 
th e  d isp u ted  questions w hich  
m itte d  to  th e  com m ission, 
th e ir  re p o rt before th e  fo 
M arch im possib le. W e m ay ad d  
th e  R ep u b lican s sh all see the 
dangerous schem e for defeating 
believe to  b e  tb e  w ill o f the 
g re a t W estern  surge w hich is 
w ill rise  an d  m ake itse lf heard  
la u g h te r  a n d  “ yells” of a  
D em ocracy. I t  w ill sw eep from  
th e  a rro g an t decree o f a  dying] 
p a r tin g  m ajo rity  in  Congress. It: 
by  an d  dec lare th e  constitn tio i 
an d  re b u k e  th e  revo lu tionary  

w ould sp re ad  sec tiona l an d  
s tr ife  in s tead  o f u n iversa l peaoe| 
o u t th e  U nion. W e m ay  sui 
p ression  of th e  s itu a tio n  by  
th e  e lecto ra l b ill does n o t a t  pi 
m ise to  becom e tb e  law  o f the] 
th a t  th e  n ex t P res id en t, like the | 
b e  sea ted  u p o n  th e  co u n t of 

vote b y  th e  P re s id e n t o f 
elected  fo r th a t  purpose.
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INAL

I0URNA

Herds, 
J. 8PKA
It. Jew,

A u d i' 

CUT H al

l a r a d a r
■CONICO 
_ AUCtlf 
kvi» r  B tn 

adjoi 
irty , bet

i eet b; t m
rtauift, If

ITTN i

[G U I.A

Tn

oil me 
regulf 
on. Ed 

Admini 
iamom 

,rff.
is of thi 

id their 
Bualnea

oalled 
having 
third r< 

-, the ;

in favo 
fnrn 

ice in 
lees and

IMPORTANT TO GAS CONS!
R e d a c t i o n  I n  P r i c e  f r o m  9 3  3 0 1 

N e t .

t e n d  1

hnis, anc 
jaoe pro' 
|t« t  eet. 

own am 
hoe in fi

THE WE8T AND THB EAST.

T h e  e x trao rd in a ry  au d  unnecessary  as 
sau lt m ade b y  Senators C onkling  a n d  E d 
m u n d s u p o n  th e  usage o f a  cen tu ry  can  
be accounted  for on  b u t  one supposition .
I t  is  th a t  New Y ork an d  New E n g la n d  are 
n o t w illing  to  see th e  patro n ag e o f th e  
governm en t pass in to  W estern  ad m in is tra 
tio n . T h e  decided  ac tio n  an d  elaborate 
speeches o f  these gen tlem en  re n d er it  
p ro b ab le  th a t  th e  elec to ra l b ill  was su g 
gested  a n d  fram ed  w ith  a view to  th e ir  
su p p o rt. T h e y  have ce rta in ly  s tepped  on  
th e  q u a r te r  deck an d  tak e n  com m and  so 
soon as  i t  was lau n c h ed  an d  fitted  for 
service. W e do n o t say th a t  these S ena
to rs  have gone back  o n  tb e  R ep u b 
lican  p arty . T h e y  have reversed  th e  
ac tio n  o f th e  governm ent, a n d  a ided  in  
a  u su rp a tio n  o f pow er by  th e  leg islative 
d ep a rtm en t w hich  th e  co n s titn tio n  never 
in ten d ed . T h e y  have  su b s titu te d  th e  
um pirage  o f one m an  ca lled  a judge, u n 
d e r tb e  ob ligation  of a n  ex tra-jud ic ia l a n d  
th erefo re  em pty  oath , iu  p lace  o f a  sw orn 
officer w ho, G eorge W ash ing ton  certified, 
was chosen  “ fo r th e  so le pu rp o se  o f re 
ceiving, open ing  an d  co u n tin g ” th e  elec
to ra l vote, a n d  from  w hose um pirage  
G eorge W ash ing ton  received h is com m is- 
m ission  as  the firs t P re s id e n t o f th e  
U n ited  S ta tes. W e do n o t in tim a te  th a t 
S enato rs E d m u n d s  an d  C onkling  m ay no t 
have differed hon estly  from  th e ir  party , 
b u t  we can  n o t see th a t  th ey  have been  
ju stified  in  a id in g  to  g e t u p  a n d  p u t 
th ro u g h  a schem e w hich  m ay defeat the 
will o f th e  people, an d , u n d e r  p re tex t of 
sec u rin g  peace, to  aw aken an  excitem ent 
g re a te r  th a n  th a t  w h ich  they  propose to  
allay.

T h e  fa te  o f th e  e lec to ra l b ill  is  a t  th e  
m om ent un ce rta in . T h e  D em ocratic jo u r 

na ls  w hich tw o days s ince  affected to  be 
san g u in e  o f i ts  success seem  sudden ly  
s tru c k  w ith  doubt, a n d  th e  ex trem ely  re ti

c e n t  re p o rts  o f C ongressional op inions 
w ould  in d u ce  u s  to  believe th a t  th e  b ill is  
regarded  b y  th e  R ep u b lican s as a  special 
phase o f th a t  consp iracy  w h ich  h as  m ade 
a  so lid  S ou th , a n d  bu lldozed  R epub lican  
L e g is la tu res  a n d  sp re ad  th e  n e t o f th is 
b ill to  ea tch  th e  d o n b ts  o r designs of a  
few h a ltin g  R epub licans, I n  th is  view 
th e  passage  o f th e  electora l b ill is  in  

d o u b t  S enators W hyte , o f M aryland, 
a n d  S tevenson , o f K e n tu c k y  (D em o
c ra ts ) , la s t sess ion  d is tin c tly  cla im ed 
th e  pow er o f th e  S enate P resi
d e n t to  c o u n t th e  e lectora l vote. 
S h o u ld  they  s tand  b y  th e ir  position , they  
can  n o t  vo te fo r th e  b i l l  I t  is  n o t sup 
posed  th a t  S en a to rs  E d m u n d s  an d  Conk
lin g  w ill ca rry  off o th e r R epublicans. I n  

th e  H ouse  th e  D em ocracy  is  triu m p h an t, 

a n d  ta n n t th e  R ep u b lican s w ith  

ab a n d o n m en t o f  th e  pow ers heretofore 
assum ed  fo r C ongress.

W e can see little  o th e r  m otive fo r th e  

course  p u rsu e d  b y  th e  em in en t R ep u b 
lican  Senato rs, excep t th a t  w hioh  d e te r
m in ed  th e  w hole ra ilro ad  system  a t  th e  
N o rth  to  su p p o rt  M r. T ild en . I t  is 
an  ap p reh e n sio n  th a t  th e  W e st will set 

itse lf free from  E a ste rn  d ic ta tio n ; n n d er 
o th e r c ircu m sta n ce s  i t  w ould  be supposed  
th a t  New O rleans w ould  have s id ed  w ith 
th e  W est. P a rty  d iscip line an d  d ic ta tion , 
how ever, re n d e r  th is  a t  p re sen t im pos
sib le. T h e  D em ocracy  h as  dese rted  it* 
n a tu ra l  allies to  go  over to  i ts  com m ercial 
riva ls  an d  enem ies. A nyw ay, th e  two 
g re at sections are  now  in  open  o o m b at 
W e a re  w ith  th e  W e s t

In  a cc o rd a n ce  w ith  th e  conclusion  oj 
o f  D irec to rs  o t  th e i r  lo s t  a n n u a l i 
F e b ru a ry  7, 1876, th e  prioe  o f  gaa  will |  
n  th e  d is t r ic t s  su p p lied  by  th is  < 

a f te r  J a n u a r y  1, 1877, to  THRBB 1 
THOUSAND CUBIC FBBT; a n d  a  1 
o f  TEN PBB CENT w ill b e  a llow ed  |  
p a y m en t, a s  h e re to fo re , n p o n  all 
w h ere in  th e  c o n su m p tio n  o f  f 
fee t.
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THE ELECTORAL BILL AND ITS CHANCES 

Every indication points to  the probabil
ity  that the electoral b ill w ill constitute  
a party issue. I t  w ill, therefore, be fought, 
if  necessary, w ith  a ll those parlMmentary 
resources w hich insure tbe deliberate ex
am ination o f a measure o f b o  much im 
portance. I t  w ill be even necessary to 
em ploy the tricks and traps w ith  whioh 
the Dem ocracy have embarrassed the 
passage o f R epublican measures during 
so m any y e a n  p a s t  T his opposition  
w ill be, however, greatly aided by the 
provisions o f  the electoral b ill, on T ues
day n e x t  Eaoh house is  to  appoint 
com m ittee o f  five members. On the aam 
day four justices o f the Suprem e Court 
o f the U n ited  States shall assem ble i 
elective com m ission, and choose a
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