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jost when they want him on the commission 
as fifth judge is a sore embarrassment.

The sentiment of the RepublioanB ie moat 
cheerful. Messrs. Edmunds, Conkling, 
Hoar and others who supported the elec­
toral bill, and wonld have challenged the 
right of Ferry to declare the count alone, 
insist that the Democrats shall hold to their 
bargain without qualification.

The Democracy don’t find a laugh in its 
sleeve after all.

Marshal Pitkin is moving to secure the 
pardon of John R. Beale.

Colonel Casey goes before the Ilouee 
Committee on Privileges and Elections to 
day.

The New Orleans Times' Washington 
dispatch yesterday, as to Casey being 
elected to the Senate by Nicholls’ orew. is 
an entire fabrication. Casev distinctly 
nies having or desiring any barter with the 
crew.

Littlefield confessed yesterday under 
croswexaminatiou that he had very much 
the Appearance of having acted as a rascal. 
All listeners appeared to think that his es­
timate of himself was essentially correot.

Senators Howe. Oglesby, Wadleigh and 
McMillan are giving all the time that can 
be spared from their other imperative sen­
atorial duties to the preparation of their 
Louisiana report, which will be as hereto­
fore authoritatively stated in my dispatches*

The recognition of Governor Packard will 
fellow it, as a matter of coarse. D. D. C.

THE VERSON PARISH RETURNS
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Littlefield Disproves His Own Testi­
mony,

The Democratic press agent and observ­
ant specials in Washington are making en­
tirely too mnoh of J. F. Littlefield’s t.esti- 
timony in relation to the Vernon parish 
returns—are overdoing the thing in faot.

The press dispatches this morning, for 
instanoe, oontain the following which par 
ports to be part of Littlefield’s testimony 
before the congressional committee:

Witness was requested by Governor 
Wells to transpose tbe returns of two polls, 
taking votes from the Democrats and giv­
ing them to the Republicans—polls two and 
nine. The number of votes thus trans­
ferred were 178. The original figures were 
erased, and those required written in their 
plaoe.

Question—What motive did Governor 
Wells assign for requiring yon to make this 
change?

Answer—To elect Hunter iudge, An­
drews district attorney, and Kelso State 
Senator. The parish was in the diatriot 
where Governor Wells resides.

Unfortunately for the credibility of Mr. 
Littlefield's statement, tbe returns of the 
board, even after they had been surrep 
titiously manipulated by the witness him' 
self, give the lie to his assertion. The trans­
position of 178 votes was not necessary in 
order to elect Hunter, judge and Andrews 
district attorney. The rejection of the two 
polls ordered by tbe board affected that re- 
sult, and left Hunter a majority of 128, 
without any transposition of votes, such as 
Littlefield afterward, for his own purposes, 
seems to have perpetrated.

Certainly no snch transposition could 
have been ordered with a view to eleot 
Kelso to the State Senate, for by the of­
ficially promulgated returns of the board 
Mr. Texada (Democrat) was returned 
elected by a majority of 133 votes over 
Kelso, in spite of the 178 votes wrongfully 
transferred to Kelso’s account. The trans­
position did not affeot the congressional 
election, for Smith's majority in the district 
was 1101 over Elam (Democrat)

The improper transposition of these votes 
in faot affected no result, State, district* 
senatorial or congressional. It appears to 
have been done by the witness who testifies 
to it, and who subsequently purloined the 
original return containing the evidence of 
his guilt, for no other purpose than to oast 
odium on the returns and enable him to 
make a trade with a Democratic detective.

The following figures show the faot6:
For Congress, the vote o^ the distiiot as 

promulgated was, for Elam. Demoorat, 9671: 
for Smith, Republican, 10,868. The vote of 
Vernon was 019 for Elam, and 1 for Smith.

For State Senator, the vote of the district 
as promulgated, was for Texada. Democrat. 
20*22; for Kelso, Republican, 1889. For State 
Senator, as stated by supervisor, 2187 fur 
Texada. and 1724 for Kelso.

For district judge, the vote of the district 
as promulgated, was for Blackman. Demo­
orat, 1855; for It. A. Hunter, Kepablioan, 
2115. For district judge, as stated by the 
supervisor, was 2005 for BUckman and 1965 
for Hunter.

For district attorney, the vote of the dis­
trict as promulgated, was for E. G. Hunter, 
Democrat, 1889; lor Andrews, Republican, 
2084. For district attorney, as stated by 
the supervisor, was 2070 for Hunter, and 
1909 for Andrews.

It was carelessness on the part of the 
Returning Board net to notioe the changes 
their clerk had made in tho returns of this 
parish without their authority before they 
signed the returns, but nothing worse.

The records of the Secretary of State's 
office oontain these suggestive items.

W. K. Spearing, appointed hay inspector 
Maroh 6, 1874; removed May 6, 1875.

J. F. Littlefield, appointed hay inspector 
Maroh 6, 1874, removed Septomber 6, 1875.

The Resale.
A Wa ehington special, January 27, to the 

New York Graphic, says:
Now that the exoitement is over politicians 

are beginning to speculate as to the prob­
able result of tbe whole matter. 1 find that 
Republicans believe and Democrats fear 
that it will result m the choice of Hayes. 
For this there are two reasons given:

1. There is no way the tribunal can be 
constituted which will not give a majority 
of Republican judges. They have been 
identified with the party, were appointed 
by Republican Presidents, and whatever 
bias they may have will be in favor of tbe 
party in power.

2. The judioial mind cares quite as much 
for precedent and form as for equity. The 
judges would be loath to go behind the re­
turns, and, while of course such a formal 
irregularity as that involved in the Oregon 
dispute will be easily settled, the fact that 
the Hayes electors have the certificates ia 
Louisiana, Florida and Booth Carolina will
So very far toward their being recognized 
y the judges, who dread violating forms.

Mr. JohnT. Raymond will make his last 
appearance at the Varieties Theatre on 
Thursday evening, the performance on 
which night will be for his benefit. Tbe 
comedian for. that occasion Will ‘retire 
Colonel Sellers long enough to give a regu­
lar oid-fatfbioned folly Burton bill, inolud. 
iag “The Serious Family” and “Toodlea,” 
ia both of whioh comedies Mr. Raymond 
will appear.

On the passage of the eleotoral bill irf the 
Senate, of the senatorial committee who 
were recently in New Orleans, Messrs. 
Howe and McMillan, Republicans, and Mo* 
Donald and Saulsbnry, Democrats, voted 
yea, and Messrs. Oglesby and Wadleigh did 
not vote.

George Alfred Townsend has given the 
New York Graphic a feketch of Governor 
Wells:

1 saw David Dudley Field examine J. 
Madison Wells. They were singularly 
contrasted, and to my mind Wells was al­
together the most romantic character. 
While Field was of immense height and of 
a head like a bulging steeple, with almost 
colorless eyes and perfect insinuation as 
he put his questions, syringing rhem lake- 
warm into the witness, old Wells was 
thick set and square-headed, with a white 
tuft of goatee and the stolidity of a hermit. 
He is rather liked by everybody who has 
come in contact with him. 1 was intro­
duced to him by Brady, the photographer, 
tho other day, as he was going up to have 
his photograph taken, and when he spoke 
out of that rough exterior in an aftable, soft 
vo ce, and ciqeed bis hand upon mine, it 
felt Bomehow genuine. I do not propose to 
let a parcel of Creoles and pro slavery men 
make up my taste on euoh men, who have 
at great risk upheld a suppositions North 
which was all the while melting away, 
while they supposed it approaching to sup­
port them. Old Wells, they say, has kiiled 
men, but it appears that nobody is re- 
ppected where he lives unless he kills some­
body.

Dual Legislatures are no new thing. The 
Christian Union saye:

It seems to have been forgotten by onr 
friends of the opposition that dual Legis­
latures were invented twenty years ago 
under a Democratic administration, and 
that the one which may be said to have 
represented Republican sentiments was 
dispersed by Colonel E. V. Sumner (after­
wards Major General) and a force of 
United States dragoons. The Legislatures 
referred to were ehotrd in Kansas in 
1866, respectively by Missourians who 
crossed the State line avowedly for the pur­
pose, and by Free Soilers, who, having 
ueen unlawfully and forcibly defeated at 
the polls, called a special election and 
chose such representatives aa they were en­
titled to. This Free Soil Legislature mot 

oon on July 4, 1856,*but its organiza­
tion was prohibited and its members dis- 
ers by Colonel Sumner under orders from 
‘resident Pie roe, and in aocordanoe with 

a proclamation previously issued. Mr. 
Pierce’s Cabinet, at this time, inoluded snch 
good Democratic names as William M. 
Maroy, James Gntbrie, Jefferson Davis, J. 
C. Dobbin and Caleb Cashing. It will 
hardly be denied, tb e D , that the Legisla­
ture which was thus reoognized owed its 
ex stenoe to Democrats whose memories 
are to this day cherished in the party 
chives. Dual Legislatures, therefore, and 
military interference therewith can right­
fully claim respectable Democratic parent­
age.

Senator lUmlet, of Ouachita, having been 
cheated out of his re-election may as well 
return to his duty. His colleagues will 
probably be ready to forgive, though they 
can not forget his desertion.

The Democratic party has jost held 
election in Ouachita parish to till the vacan 
cy in the Odd Fellows’ Hall oanens. The 
choice is reported to have fallen upon Mr. 
F. P. Stubbs, of Ouachita, who seems to 
have had no opposition. Even Hamlet, 
who was in the parish at the time, and ex 
peoted to receive the Democratic tomina 
tlon, stood aloof, and.took no part in the 
oonteet.

Administrator of Commerce Cavanac has 
been again summoned to Washington in the 
interests of tbe Democratic party. The 
duties of his department are not very en­
grossing, and snch as have not been let out 
by contract can easily be performed by 
deputy. t

The Democrats in caucus at Odd Fellows’ 
Hall have not yet succeeded in choosing a 
Senator.

Banning is in trouble. The chanoes are 
that he will have to step aside, when he 
reaches the portals of the next Congress, 
end give way to Hon. Stanley Matthews. 
He was declared eleoted to Congress from 
the seoond Ohio (Cincinnati) district by 
abont sixty-seven majority over Judge 
Matthews. That the election was oarried 
by fraud has since been demonstrated by 
the number of repeaters who have already 
been tried, convicted, and sentenced to tbe 
penitentiary for illegal voting. The leader 
of the gang, who voted from poll to poll in 
both Banning's and Sajler’s districts, was 
known aa Charles Young, ne tied imme­
diately after finishing his work. A warrant 
was issued for bis arrest, bat not finding him 
ho was indicted by the grand jury at Cincin­
nati, and a bench warrant was issued for 
his arrest. In 1871 Professor Catto, a col­
ored man, was brutally murdered in Phila­
delphia by a Democratic rough named 
F'rank Kelly, but last week Kelly was cap­
tured in Chicago and brought to Philadel­
phia to answer the charge of murdering 
Catto. The Department of Justice has in­
formation that Kelly, the murderer of 
Catto, is none other than Charles Young, 
the Cincinnati repeater, who contributed 
his valuable services to the election of Ban­
ning and Sailer in the interest of reform. 
Banning is the chairman of the Military 
Committee of the present Congress, and 
the army cflioera will spare him and shed 
no tears.

The Graphic says that the Oregon slush- 
money has been traced as near to Tilden as 
the Marsh money was traced to Belknap, 
and a# near as the Credit Mobilier money 
was traced to Brooks and Colfax. Belknap 
ought to set up as a reformer.

A jolly row has broken out in New 
Hampshire between the Bourbons and the 
Young Democracy. Quite a number of the 
leaders of the Young Demooraoy are deter­
mined that they will not support Daniel 
Maroy under any circumstances, and the 
Bourbons are- considerably alarmed in view 
of the situation. Their choice is McKean 
for Governor, and they are determined to 
stand by him whether Marcy gets out of 
the way or not. The Bourbons say that if 
any gam6 of that kind is attempted they 
will retaliate on the Young Democracy by 
outting the names of Sulloway, of Frank­
lin, and Kent, of Lancaster, in the second 
and third congressional districts, and 
voting for Hon. E. C. Bailey, of Contoo 
cook, and John T. Sinclair, of Bethlehem. 
It is certain that the Democrats will be 
obliged to make some satisfactory arrange­
ment with the McKean men on the Gover­
nor question before they can open the cam­
paign on their part with any reepeotable 
show of strength. It is said that Congress­
man Jones, of the first district, who will be

a candidate for re-election, was at the bot­
tom of the renomination of Maroy, and that 
Jones himself is alarmed at the shape the 
matter has taken. The Democrats admit 
privately that unless the gubernatorial 
question is satisfactorily adjusted, they 
have no hope of carrying any one ot the 
Congressional districts.

Beveily Nash, 8tate Senator and Hayes 
elector on the presidential ticket of South 
Carolina, swears before-the congressional 
investigation committee that a short time 
previous to his casting his ballot, at tho 
meeting of the Eleotoral College. Mr. 
Childs, a banker of Columbia, sent for him 
to come to his bank, and there endeavored 
to bribe him (Na&h) to vote for Tilden in 
the Eleotoral College by paying him $ 10.000 
down and $10,000 on casting his vote, ac­
cording to contract. Nash also swears that 
CHilda offered at the rate of $3333 33Vj per 
hiad for three State Senators who would 
vote to admit Democratic contestants 
enough to get possession ot the State gov­
ernment. It seems to be considered by the 
Democracy that t|ie bare denial of Childs 
that be had done so childish a thing is suffi­
cient to refate the oath of Nash. It seems 
to the Democracy as absurd as that $8000 
should have been sent all the way to Ore­
gon to “set up" the Cronin returning board. 
Will that bar’l of money never run drj ?

Both houses of Congress elected the mem­
bers of the eleotoral commission, thus de­
priving the President of the Senate of the 
power of insulting the Picayunes country 
by appointing Senator Sherman.

Littlefield can not say whether he or 
Governor Wells destroyed the papers from 
Vernon parish, though be saw them 
burned—except those he carried to his 
ancle.

Littlefield did not know until he went to 
Washington that it iB forgery to alter elec­
tion figures whioh have been compiled and 
certified by the legal officers. He does cot 
yet seem to be aware that the Republican 
party can not be tiktned if be forged re­
turns, altered, bnrned and abstracted of. 
fioial documents, and kept the Democratic 
committee informed of all his proceedings

On the twenty-ninth instant. Circuit 
Judge Carpenter rendered the following 
decision:

1. I find, as conclusions of law, that D. 
H. Chamberlain was not. on the seventh of 
Deoember tast, legally installed &9 Gover­
nor of SouthCarolina.

Wade Hampton was not. on the four­
teenth day of December, 1876, legally in­
stalled into the office of Governor of said 
State.

3. Tbe attempted installation of D. II. 
Chamberlain being illegal and void, it did 
not operate in law as a resignation of the 
office as Governor, which he held at that 
time, as by the constitution the Governor 
holds his office for two years, and until his 
successor is ohosen and qualified. And as 
there has been no legal qualification of bis 
successor, D. H. Chamberlain is lawfully in 
possession of tbe executive office, and enti­
tled to discharge the functions of the same 
until snch qualification takes place. A case 
similar to the one that inductd the above is 

pending in the Supreme Court.

THE LEGISLATURE.

Monday, January 2 9 .
SENATE.

No quorum.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. Keetiog in the chair.
On Mr. Souer’s motion 2000 copies of the 

Governor’s message were ordered printed.
The Senate was notified, and on assem­

bling fourteen Senators and sixty-eight 
Representatives answered the roll call—a 
quorum of eighty-two in joint assembly.

The President stated tbe first in order 
was the unfinished business of the day be­
fore, when, on a motion to adopt the re­
port of a majority of tbe committee 
rules, no quorum had voted.

After some discussion, the assembly re­
fused to adopt the report, and the matter 

as then considered as laid on the table. 
The President then directed the calling 

of tbe roll for a ballot for United States 
Senator, and the vote was as follows:

Senate. House. Total.
Lewi*..................................  3 25 ;
Antoine...........................  6 10Ww(4t............................  2 11
• oattenng..........................  3 22

Total............................... 14 68
Necessary to a choice forty-two.
Mr. Dinkgrave moved to proceed to 

second bailor, and the motion met with no 
opposition. The vote stood:

St nate. House. Total
Lewis..................................  3 37 37
Antome.

. 1
13

Total............................... 13 67
No quorum voting.
The assembly immediately proceeded 
third ballot, the majority evidently 

tending to elect a Senator if possible.
After the call of Mr. Magloire’s name, he 

voting for Lewis, those joining in were ap­
plauded, especially Messrs. Warmoth and 
MoMillen.

The ballot was:
Senate. House. Total.

Lewis.....................................  7 49 56
Antoine..................................  4 ll  15
Scattering.............................  1 6 7

Total. 79

A N O T H E R  R O O R B A C K

No qnornm voting.
Senator Twitchell refused to vote.
The clerks by mistake announced the vote 

as seventy-nine voting, and it was imme­
diately concluded that the election ot Hon. 
James Lewis was an accomplished faot.

Mr. MoMillen asked for a recount by the 
clerk, and the President subsequently 
nounoed that no quorum bad voted.

Tbe joint assembly then adjourned, and 
the House immediately followed suit.

Tuesday, January 30 , 1 8 7 7 .
SENATE.

No quorum.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

[Speaker Hahn in the chair]
No quorum was present.
A call of tbe roil on a motion to adjonrn 

reunited ia 38 yeas to 13 nays, and the 
House adjourned to Wednesday, at twelve 
o’clock M.

The Legislature To-day.
SENATE.

No quorum.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. Gaude having procured the indorse­
ment ot a committee at Odd Fellows’ Hall, 
returned to his seat in the Legislature this 
morning.

The House w a s  called to order at twelve 
o’clock M.. only forty-six memners answer­
ing the roll.

Speaker Hahn in the chair.
A motion to adjonrn was lost by 17 yeas 

to 26 nays.
Absent members were sent for.
No quorum appearing, the House ad 

journed at half past twelve o'clock.

Senator Howe’s Alleged Speech in 
Senate Caucus.

U N T R U E  A S  TJSXJAJL

The following dispatches are self explan, 
atory, and need no comment:

New Orleans, January 30, 1:30 P. M.
To Hod. William P. Kellogg, Willard’s Hotel, Wash-

Washington special to Times this evening 
says:

Senator Howe, of the Louisiana investi­
gation oommittee, startled the Senate can­
ons last night by his speech on tbe Louisi­
ana question. He said that there had been a 
great deal of frand in Louisiana, but it had 
not all been on one side. While the Return­
ing Board was organized acoording to law, 
yet there were sllf gatioBS, which were in a 
fair way to be proved, that it bad altered 
the returns to produoe certain results. If 
this were so, be for one would not support 
if, or sustain any government organized un­
der it a minute. His speech wasa perfect 
surprise, and has much weakened the hopes 
of tne Republicans, who looked for a favor­
able report from him.

Is this trubi Answer.
S. B. PACKARD. 

W ashington, January 30,1877, 8:10 P. M.
To Governor 8. B. Packard, New Orleanc

No. llowe made no such speech. All the 
Republican members of the committee will 
report that you and Hayes carried the 
State. Everything looks well generally. 
Stand firm. Pay no attention to lying dia 
patches.

WILLIAM P. KELLOGG.
Next!

Encouragement from Abroad.
The following letter, from an old com­

panion in arms, was reoeived by Governor 
Packard last week, lo  earnest words of 
approval and the thorough appreciation cf 
the situation it exhibits are gratifying as 
ooming from an old friend, and at a time 
when some who should be equally warm 
and have more reason to be faithful to their 
leader are doubtful in their expression*: 

Savannah, Ills., January 20, 1877. 
Governor 8. B. Packard:

My D ear Sir—Your noble record during 
the last presidential canvass iu defeating 
the attempt by the Democratic party of the 
South, oountenanoed and upheld' by its 
Northern wing, to rob the freedmen of their 
franchise by intimidation, violence and 
murder, whioh they undertook by a process 
that shames the civilized world, commands 
the respect and admiration of the loyal 
masses ot this oountry. Your State made a 
very wise and judicious ohoioe in a man 
who is fully identified with the great prin­
ciples of the Republican party, and who is 
fitted by ability and experience in publio 
affairs foe the responsibilities of the high 
office of chief magistrate. Now, as ever, 
the loyal people of the State of Louisiana 
will cling with unchanging faith and con 
fidenoe to the man who has proved himself 
invincible upon the field of battle, and 
equally courageous and wise in administer­
ing the affairs of the State. Upon your 
patriotism and courage the loyal people of 
your State rely.

My long personal acquaintance with yon 
upon the field, facing the guns of these very 
White Liners, convinces me you are not the 
man to be intimidated from doing your 
duty as then.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
W. W. JORDAN,

Formerly First L’eutenant of Company B,
Twelfth Maine Volunteers.

Commissioned.
The duly elected officials of Richland 

have applied through their Senator to Gov­
ernor Packard for their commissions, which 
have been issued.

Democratic Caucuses.
The Senate Saturday discussed and post­

poned to Saturday next the bill giving 
physicians a privilege of $40 for fees. Other 
bills were referred to the Judiciary Com­
mittee.

Monday tbe bill making the affidavit of a 
plaintiff conclusive on writ of sequestra­
tion. saving to the defendant the right to 
boud caused mnoh discussion as to whether 
the writ was a plaintiff's right or an act of 
grace. Some gentlemen discussed the sub­
ject as it a plaintiff’s oath were a different 
thing in the country from one in the city. 
The “monstrosity" finally went back to the 
Jadiciary Committee to have its “verbiage" 
corrected.

Notices were given and bills introduced 
relative to drainage assesments, and to 
amend section 32*4 ot the Civil Code, re­
quiring privileges to be recorded.

Mr. Demas failed to secure authority for 
the minor, J. Legendre, to practice law.

Tuesday a bill to prevent collection of 
drainage liens'till the improvement on the 
property has accrued; a resolution for the
protection of bogs, ere.; one on the ___
Institution of Learning at Baton Ronge, 
were introduced, and a resolution relative 
to the proper promulgation of laws was 
passed.

The House Saturday seated Messrs. John 
Biliieu and Charles Gande, from Lafourche, 
the latter gentleman haviDg just arrived 
from the Legislator m time to defeat a 
contestant.

Notices were given of bills to make the 
first Monday of April the day for the Legis 
lature to assemble; to fix district coart fees, 
except in Orleans; to reduoe salaries and 
abolish offices; to abolish City Park com 
mission and park tax, and a revenue bill.

Bills to regulata criminal clerks and 
sheriffs’ fees, and to amend Revised Statutes 
2071 went to the Judiciary Committee.

James Legendre, an emancipated minor, 
was authorized to practice law.

Amendments to the bill amending Re 
vised Statutes 1322 were oonourred in.

The bill amending Revised Statutes 2G67 
was passed.

Monday a resolution abolishing the Com 
mittee cn Immigration was adopted, and 
one for a committee of five on the Gaslight 
Company was laid over.

The Jadiciary Committee, on the bill 
relative to the Attorney General, rep 
in favor of an assistant at $2000 and 
the fees.

Notices of bills on oonoealed weapons 
and a new charter for New Orleans were 
given.

Bills were introduced to amend Revised 
Statutes 359, 360, 361 and 3695; to provide 
for a hospital lor small-pox; relative to 
vagrants, and to remit tax penalties, 
1874-1876, if paid before Deoember 1, 1877 

Tuesday, a resolution oalling for a Me 
tropolitau Police law, transferring that 
force to the city, was adopted.

Notices were’ given of bills to repeal acts 
Nos. 74. of 1868; 44, 87 and 92, of 1869; 94 of 
1870; 37 and 64, of 1873; 33 and 60, of 1874; 
16, ot 1875; to organize the police; and re­
lief of heirs of Milton Taylor.

A bill abolishing distriot attorneys pro 
tern, was passed, and after a long disous- 
siou, the opponents objecting to the power 
of the Governor to appoint, the bill recre­
ating the office of Assistant Attorney Gen­
eral was passed.

Bills relative to insurance agents and 
transier of bank stock owned by decedents 
in other States were referred.

In joint caucus ballots were had for Sena­
tor without result.

T U B  E L E C T O R A L  B IL L *

T h e  L a w  o f  t h e  A d ju s tm e n t .

The followiog is the text of the bill whioh 
passed Congress last week, and under the 
provisions of which the eleotoral vote will 
be speedily counted:
A bill to provide lor and regnlato the 

oounting of votes lor President and Vloe 
President, and the decision of questions 
arising thereon, for the term commencing 
Maroh 4, A. D. 1877:
Be it enacted, etc , That the Senate and 

House of Representatives shall meet in the 
ball et the House of Representatives, at

the hour of 1 P. M., of the first Thurs­
day of February, A. D. 1877, and the 
President ol the Senate shall be their pre­
siding officer. Two tellers shall be pre­
viously appointed on the part of the Sen­
ate, and two on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to whom shall be banded, 
as they are opened bv the President of the 
Senate, all the certificates and papers pur­
porting to be certificates of the eleotoral 
votes, whioh certificates and papers shall 
be opened, presented and acted npon in the 
alphabetical order of tbe States, beginning 
with the letter “A,” and said tellers hav­
ing then read the same in the presence 
and hearing of the two bouses, shall 
make a list of the votes as they shall ap­
pear from the said certificates, and the 
votes having b6en ascertained and counted, 
as in this act provided, the result of the 
same shall dg delivered to the President ot 
the Senate, who shall thereupon announoe 
the state of tho vote and the names uf the 
persons, if any, eleoted, whioh announce­
ment shall be deemed a sufficient declara­
tion of the persons elected President and 

ice President ot the United States, and, 
together with a list of the votes, be entered 
on the journals of the two houses. Upon 
snch reading of any such certificate or pa­
per, when there shall be only one retarn 
from a State, the President of tbe Senate 
shall call for objections, if any. Every ob­
jection shall be made in writing, and shall 
state clearly and concisely and without ar­
gument tbe ground thereof, and shall be 
signed by at least one Spn&tor and one 
member of the House of Representatives 
before the same shall be reoeived. When 
all objections so made to any vote or 
paper from a State shall have been 
reoeived and read, the Senate shall there­
upon withdraw, and snch objections shall 
be submitted to the Senate lor its decision; 
and the Speaker of the House of Represent­
atives shall, in like manner, submit such 
objections to the House of Representatives 
for its decision; and no electoral vote or 
votes from any State, from which but one 
retarn has been reoeived, shall be rejected 
exoept by the affirmative vote of the two 
houses. When the two honses have voted, 
they shall immediately again meet and the 
presiding officer shall then anuounce the 
decision of the question.

Sec. 2. That if more than one return or 
paper purporting to be a return from a 
State shall have been reoeived by the Pres­
ident of tbe Senate, purporting to be tbe 
certificates of the eleotoral votes given at 
the last preceding election for President 
and Vice President in such State, unless 
they shall be duplicates of tbe same return, 
all such returns and papers shall be opened 
by him in the presence of the two honses, 
when met as aforesaid, and read by the 
tellere, and all auoh returns and papers 
shall thereupon be enbmmitted to tbe judg­
ment and decision as to which is the trne 
and lawiul eleotoral vote of suoh State, of a 
oommiasion constituted as follows,namely: 
Daring the session of each house of the 
Tuesday next preceding the first Thursday 
in February, 1877, each house shall, by 
viva vooe vote, appoint five of its members, 
who, with the five associate justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States to be 
ascertained as hereinafter provided, shall 
constitute a commission for the decision of 
all questions npon or in respect of suoh 
double returns named in this section.

On the Tuesday next preceding the first 
Thursday in February, A. D. 1877, or as 
soon thereafter as may be, the Associate 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States now assigned to the first, 
third, eighth and ninth circuits shall select, 
in such manner as a majority of them shall 
deem fit, another of the associate judges of 
the said court, whioh five persons shall be 
members of said commission, and the per 
son longest in commission of the said jus­
tices shall be the president of the said com­
mission. The members of the said com 
mission shall respectively take and sub­
scribe the following oath: “I do solemnly 
swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I 
will impartially examine and consider all 
questions submitted to the commission of 
which 1 am a member, and a true judgment 
give thereon, agreeable to the constitution 
and the laws, 60 help me God.” Which oath 
shall be filed with tbe Secretary of the Sen 
ate. When the commission shall have been 
thus organized it shall not be in the power 
of either houee to dissolve the same, or to 
withdraw any of its members, but if any 
B a ch  Senator or member shall die or be­
come physically unable to perform the du­
ties required by this act, the faot of such 
death or physical inability shall be by said 
commission, before it shall proceed further, 
communicated to the Senate or House of 
Representatives, as tbe case may be, whioh 
body shall immediately, and without de­
bate, proceed by viva vote vote to fill the 
plaoe so vacated, and tbe person so ap 
pointed shall take and subscribe to the oath 
hereinbefore prescribed, and become a 
member of said commission; and in like 
manner, if any of said justices of the Su­
preme Court shall die or become physically 
incapable of performing the duties required 
by this act, the other of said justices, mem 
bers of the said commission, shall immedi 
ately appoint another justice of said court 
a member of said commission, and in such 
appointments regard shall be had 
the impartiality and freedom from 
bias sought by the original appoint 
ments to said commission, who shall 
therenpon immediately take and sub 
scribe to the oath hereinbefore prescribed 
and become a member of said commission 
to fill the vacancy so occasioned. All the 
certificates and papers, purporting to be 
certificates of the electoral votes of each 
State, shall be opened in tbe alphabetical 
order of the State, as provided in section 
one of this act, and when there shall be 
more than one such certificate or paper as 
the certificates and papers from snch State 
shall so be opened—exoepting duplicates of 
tbe same return—they shall be read bv the 
tellers, and thereupon the President of tfee 
Sernte shall call for objections if any. 
Every objection shall be made in writing, 
and shall state clearly and concisely, and 
without argument, the ground thereof, and 
shall be signed by at least one Senator and 
one member of the Honee of Representa­
tives before the same shall be received. 
When all such objections so made to anv 
certificate, vote or caper from a State shall 
have been received and read, such oertifi 
cates,, votes and papers so objected 

and all papers acoompanyii 
yectioi

speak to snob objection or question, ten 
minutes and not ofrener than once; but ' 
after such debate shall have lasted two 
hours, it shall be tbe duty of each house to ' 
mt the main question without farther de­
late. *

Sec. 5. That at such j tint meeting of the * 
two houses, seats shall be provided as fol­
lows: For the President of the Senate, the 
Speaker’s chair; the Speaker immediately 
upon his left; the Senators in tbe body of 
the hall upon the right of the presiding 
officer; the Representatives in the body ot 
the hall not provided for the Senators; the 
tellers. Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of 
tbe House of Representatives, at the 
Clerk’s desk; the other officers of the two 
houses in front of the Clerk’s desk and 
npon each side of the Speaker’s platform. 
Such joint meeting shall not be dissolved 
until the count of tbe eleotoral votes shall 
be completed aDd tbe result declared; and 
no recess shall be taken, unless a question 
shall have arisen in regard tn the counting 
of any such votes or otherwise under this 
act, in which case it shall be oompetent for 
either bouse, acting separately, in the man­
ner hereinbefore provided, to restrict a re- 
oess of suoh house not beyond the next 
'‘ay, Sunday excepted, at the hour of ten 

clock in the forenoon, and while any 
question is being considered by said com­
mission, either house may prooeed with its 
legislative or other business.

Sec. C. That nothing in this act shall be 
held to impair or affeot aoy right now exist­
ing under the constitution and laws to ques­
tion by proceeding in the judicial oourts of 
the United States the right or title of the 
person who shall be declared eleoted. or 
who shall claim to be President or Vice 
President of the United States, if any such 
right exists.

Sec 7. That said Commission shall make 
its own rules, keep a record of its proceed­
ings, and shall have power to employ such 
persons as may be necessary for the trans­
action of its business and the exeontion of 
its power.

8TATE MEWS.

CADDO.
From the Shreveport Times, January 24 : 
We learn that on Monday evening a man 

by the name of Myer, living a mile beyond 
Cypress bayon, on the Kingston road, in De 
Soto parish, was shot and killed by some 

y unknown. It seems he had been out 
hunting, when his horse oame running 

to his house with blood on his saddle. His 
wife immediately got a negro living near to 
notify some of the neighbors, who went in 
search. They found his dead body on the 
roadside about a quarter of a miie from the 
house. An examination showed that he 
was shot in two plaees. A lull charge of 
buckshot had entered the breast, and there 
were some shot on the side of the neck. 
The body was immediately in front of the 
residence of Mr. Wynn—some 200 yards 
distant. The neighbors dispatched a' mes­
senger for an officer to bold an inquest, bnt 
our informant did not know whether or not 
he had arrived.

The murdered man was a laborer, had 
been in the neighborhood about a year, and 
had married a Widow Tubbs. There was 
no clue, so far as we oould team, to lead to 
a detection of tbe perpetrator of the deed. 
Meyer is said to have been an overbearing 
map, not a good c i t iz e D , and it was ru­
mored that he had threatened the life of 
some one of his neighbors.

FRANKLIN.
From tbe Sun, January 27:
On Wednesday last Mr. A. E. Allen, 

proprietor of the wharfboat at the mouth 
of Turkey creek, was killed by John P. 
Matthews. The particulars, as nearly as 
we can learn, are ag tollowe: The parties 
had an alteroation about some freight, 
in the course of which Matthews 
drew a derringer and shot Allen and 
continued firing at him with a revolver, 
whioh he hau been bolding in his band 
while cursing him. After Ma.thews first 
fired, Allen drew a derringer and shot at 
Matthews, missing him, and then retreated 
into the wharfboat, when he died in five or 
ten minutes, a ball having passed through 
the jugular vein. Allen was an enterpria 
ing, industrious gentleman, a good citizen, 
and a Mason. Matthews belongs to one ot 
the most respectable families in the parish, 
and it is to be regretted that he should have 
been led to commit so rash an act. Our 
aotive young sheriff has been scouring the 
oountry sinoe tbe killing to arrest Mat­
thews. Posses have been sent in different 
directions, but np to this writing Matthews 
has not yet been captured.

LAFAYETTE.
From the Vermilion Advertiser, January

27:
We learn that a colored man by the name 

of Milien Grange was shot and killed last* 
Thursday evening, about twelve miles west 
of this plaoe. The ooroner went out yes­
terday morning to hold an inquest, and up 
to the time of our going to press he had not 
returned. G range was a quiet and peace­
able man, well esteemed by his neighbors, 
and owned the farm npon whioh he re­
sided. Next week we will give all the de­
tails of the affair that can be obtained.

8T. JAMES.
From the Sentinel, January 27:
Last Monday evening Mr. G. F. Roman 

went out to his front gate to seoure it for 
the night, and in order to make his work 
more certain, lifted a post out of the mud 
to use as a brace. A few minutes afterward, 
he went bacx to his house and commenced 
walking op and down the gallery, 
complaining of blood rushing to 
his head. Mrs. Roman advised 
him to sit down, bnt be said that be could 
not, as bis legs were stiff. A moment after­
ward he said: “I think I am going to fall V* 
As he said this he fell to the iljor in an un­
conscious state, and was taken and lifted to 
his bed In about half an hour afterward 
he expired, seemingly without pain. He 
was a native of this parish, and fifty-three 
years of age. lie leaves a wife and numer­
ous friends to mourn his loss.

the same, together with each objections, 
shall be forthwith submitted to the said 
commission, which shall proceed to consider 
the same with the same powers, if any, now 
possessed for that purpose by the two 
houses, aotiog separately or together, and 
by a majority of votes decide whether any 
and what votes from such States are tbe 
votes provided for by the constitution of 
the United States, ana how many and what 
persons were thus appointed electors in snch 
State, and may therein take into view snoh 
persons’ depositions and other papers, 
any, as shall by the constitution and now 
existing law be oompetent and pertinent in# 
suoh consideration, whioh deoision shall be 
made in writing, stating briefly the ground 
thereof, and signed by the members of said 
commission agreeing therein, whereupon 
the two houses shall again meet, and snoh 
decision shall be read and entered in the 
journal of each house, and the oounting of 
the votes shall prooeed in conformity there­
with, unless upon objection made thereto in 
writing by at least five Senators and five 
members of the House of Representatives, 
the two houses shall separately concur iu 
ordering otherwise, in whioh case such con­
current order shall govern. No votes or 
papers from any other State shall be acted 
upon until the objections previously made 
to the votes or papers from any State shall 
have been finally disposed of.

Seo. 3. That while tbe two houses shall 
be iu meeting as provided in this aot no de­
bate shall be allowed and no question shall 
be put by the presiding officer, exoept to 
either house on motion to withdraw, And he 
shall have power to preserve order.

Seo. 4. That when the two houses separ­
ate to deoide npon an objection that may 
have been made to the oounting of any 
eleotoral vote or votes from any State, or 
npon any objection to report of said com­
mission or other question arising under this 
act, each Senator and Representative may

Congressional Proceeding*.
I  On Saturday, the twenty-seventh, in the 
Senate, the bill extending the Southern 
claims commission for two years passed, 
and the Sioux treaty for the Black Hills 
was ratified.

The members of the Returning Board 
were declared in contempt, and remanded 
Jo the oars of the Sergeant at-Arms.

Mr. Holman, of Indiana, from the Com­
mittee on Appropriations, reported a bill 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay James B. Eads $500,000 for jetties in 
the Mississippi river. Mr. Buckner offered 
an amendment providing for the imyment 
to be made m United States bonds. Con­
siderable discussion ensued, and the matter 
finally went over.

On Monday the President sent a special 
message to the Senate, giving his reasons 
for signing the eleotoral bill.

Mr. Robertson, of South Carolina, favored 
the recognition of the Hampton government 
in 8outh Carolina in an extended speech.

Mr. Bailey was seated as successor of Sen­
ator Key, or Tennessee.

The report of the Florida Senate oommit­
tee was reoeived.

In the House the amendment paying Mr. 
Eads in bonds was rejeoted, and the bill 
went over.

On Tuesday in the Senate preliminary 
action was taken on the eleotoral bill, as 
required. The Senate voted unanimously, 
viva voce, for Messrs. Edmonds, Morton, 
Frelinghnysen, Thurman and Bayard, ex­
cept that each candidate in voting dropped 
his own name. A concurrent resolution was 
adopted appointing fifty special policemen 
for duty at tbe Capitol dating the counting 
of the vote. The President was directed to 
appoint two tellers; the proceedings were 
directed to be printed in tne Record.

The Commitee on Pablio Lands reported 
favorably on the bill granting the right ot 
way to the Hot Springs railroad over the 
Hoc Springs reservation.

Tbe House passed the bill abolishing the 
police board, the President's objections not­
withstanding.

The bill tor the payment ot $500,000 to
Mr. Eads passed.

Hmu«. P»yae, Boston, Abott, G«field 
»nd Ho.r wen eleoted memben oa tbe part 
of the Hocee of the Electors! Commiaeiou.


