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;|U IQURNAL *0F 1<EW ORtEANS,

TURKEY.

[E M ILITARY SITUATION

he following details are famished by 
Hew York Tribune of April 26, and 
rd the clearest view of the situation 
American paper has yet given: 
t the outbreak of hostilities the two 
des were about 450 miles’apart. The 
isian army was massed near the north
ern frontier of Itoumauia, in the vi- 
ly of Kischeneff, a town on the rail- 
1 between Odessa and Jassy. The 

Mi, | kish troops were stationed at various 
Tll<’ its along the line of the Dannbe from 

eYst rnetz to Silistria. Between the armies 
the territory of Roumania, with its 
say system. Roumania is nominally 
6sal of the Porte, but in reality the 
of Russia. Late in March stores and 
innition were sent by the Russians 
Roumania, destined for Kabul and 

rod, and the Russian and Roumanian 
say lines were connected so that roll- 
stock could easily be concentrated at 
y. The distance between Kischeneff 
Jassy is about eighty miles. On Mon- 
about 17,000 Russian troops were 

sferred by railway to Jassy. Within 
ity-four hours the Russians occupied 
itz, Brailow and Bucharest, the capi- 
if Roumania. The distance by rail- 
between Jassy and Galatz iB about 
miles; thence the railway continues 

“st ucharest, a distance ot 140 miles; and 
ice to Ginrgevo, forty miles further, 

r»i :he Danube; and thence through Bnl- 
18 a to Varna, on the Black sea. A 

p‘[ ich runs from Bucharest to Chernetz 
i<i, he Austrian frontier. A small force 

Icif’rai lossacks is reported to have gone in 
turd*, direction to take possession of this 
lid's 11 l0*1' The Russians have thus made 
*1)7 *5 * nselves masters of the Roumanian 
h bid ray system, and can mass their forces 
t“°a er at Chernelz or Ginrgevo. The dis- 

e between Galatz and Kalarash on 
Danube is about ninety miles over a 
J road. There is a tolerable road be
en Bucharest and Oltenitza, where the 
mbs is about 800 - yards wide. At 
rgevo the width cf the river is three- 
rters of a mile. The natural crossing 
s are at Ginrgevo, Oltenitza and 
rash, and of the three Giurgevo is the 
important. Instead of storming the 

resses on the south bank of the Dan- 
the Russian army may make a long 
irby rail to Chernetz, tar away to 

west, and turn the flank of the Turk- 
wi'nbei furcea. It is more probable, however, 

i, ob the Russians will remain on the di- 
t.yi* road to Constantinople. The Dan

is a wide and swift river, across which 
ill not be easy to throw a bridge of 
Is; but inasmuch as the line of defense 
i long, the assailants will have on the 
le a great advantage. The Turkish 
lions will be scattered, and the assail- 
army can be massed quietly and 

trass ed in overwhelming force against the 
nders at a single point. It is not 
isble that the Danube will be an in* 

intonio irable barrier to the advance of the 
nans.
he first line of the Turkish defense i 
rever, quite formidable. The southern 
k is for the most part high, while the 
imanian is low and swampy. The 
kish towns nestle among the hills, and 

u y of them are fortified, while the Rou- 
ian side is desolate. The Turkish 
is mistress of the waters, and the lit- 
[unboats, each carrying a heavy gun, 
have their own way upon the Dannbe, 
ss the Russians can drive them away 
l torpedoes, large numbers of whioh 

appi ibeen stored along the Roumanian 
With these gunboats and monitors

the flank of the Russian line of advano® 
to Chemetx and is a point of great strat
egic importance.

TH E  STBENGTH OF TURKEY.
In Turkey the army has been organized 

under regulations issued in 1871. Its 
ranks are entirely supplied from the Mo
hammedans, except in certain privileged 
districts, snch as Albania and Bosnia, 
whioh furnish special corps of their own. 
In the rest of Turkey every able-bodied 
Mussulman of twenty years and upward 
is bound by law to serve in the standing 
army, but notwithstanding this law a 
young Tnrk of the wealthier classes can 
always obtain exemption from tbe service. 
The period of service is nominally twelve 
years; that is, four in the Nizam or stand
ing army, two in the Redif or reserve, and 
six in the militia, but practically the sol
dier remains in time of peace only three 
years under the colors, and is then sent 
on unlimited furlough. The number of 
recruits levied yearly is from 30,000 to 
40,000 men, about twenty per cent of 
whom are supplied by European Turkey, 
and eighty per cent by Asiatic Turkey. 
The total military forces of Turkey, ex
clusive of the “sedentary" army formed of 
those who have served twelve years, is as 
follows;

W ar Peace  
R pgiraents. foo ting .

only as long as may be required to keep 
the force at its-full complement, and dur
ing the remaining period they are sent on 
fnnongb. It follows from this system 
that every man in Russia capable of mili
tary duty is a soldier. After acquitting 
themselves of their six years’ service, the 
soldiers pass into the reserve for another 
period of nine years, daring which they 
are liable to serve only In time of war. 
The law does not apply to the Cossacks 
and other irregular troops, numbering 
abont 129,000. Last year the Strength of 
the Russian army, on a peace footing, 
was as follows: Battalions, 852; squad
rons, 281; guns, 1422; officers, 33,043; 
rank and file, 732,729; making a total 
force of 7;'5,872 men. Placed on a war 
footing the strength of this army would 
be 1,213,269 men, including 39,380 offi
cers. The strength of the various divi
sions of the Rnssion army, according to 
an official return, was as follows in 1874. 
The same relative proportions still proba
bly exist between ekeh arm of the service;

1.— REGULAR ARMY,

I n fa n tr y . . .  rivalry — 
Kielo a i t l ' l e r y . .

Uiu, T rip o li a n d  Tu-

117,360
»<tng
OO.ROO
17,280
7.800
5,200

la fa n trv ........................................
C a v a lry .........................................
A rtU lerv ........................................
S i le n c e r s . ...................................

Pe*ce 
foo ting . 
.364,421 
. 38, 06 
. 47,731 
. 13,413

W ar
foo ting .

B93.5I1
49.183
48,771
16,203

Tot a ’ ....................................... .457,872 808.670
II.—ARMY OF FIRST KK9BRT*.

> r o (p io f  th e  U ne...................
H arruon  tro  jp s  iu  reg im en ts  

G arrison  tro o p s  in  ba tta llo L s

. 80,455 
. 80,455 
. 19,830

74,56!
2<,7ia
29,892

T o ta l ....................................... 127,923

[itaour? be watch it will he difficult for the 
propos. |jaa army to concentrate without 
”uePmw ping notice, and, moreover, the num- 

of crossing places is limited, owing to 
bet that there are very few roads in 

”A garia over which an army can march. 
rvirmai me of the three points named above 
fcosbsj Giurgevo and Kalarash), or

c-Gs om or Nikopoiia, a crossing must be 
oi stoTi h, because the only available loads to 
AM1*!i K>uth lead from those towns. Niiis- 
to i»2 opposite Kfilarosb, is strongly tort i 

being prelected by eleven forts or 
ibts, which are either closed or el- 

J»»l!y flanked by one’ a. to liter. All 
“t <j eworks are armed with heavy Krupp 

axes! 1 the best pattern. Rnstchnk and 
din are also strong fortresses. If the 

effect crossing they will either 
iRE no1 * to besiege these fortresses or mask 
at' taw. a with large bodies of men and push 
unpaid a the main army. In that event 

^  1 Turks would withdraw to their second 
paid i.j of defense in the Balkan range, 

paid up bis is the main defense of Central 
", , '  key-* great rampart which the Rns- 
aethirti 'will have to scale before they can 

Adrianople and Constantinople, 
mountains are 5000 feet high at the 

ha HU srn extremity, and 2000 feet high at 
®YS. lee. The distance from the Dannbe 

i top of the passes is about flfly or 
miles, across a rough and broken 

Jpi try; and the deelivities of the moan- 
yards, I themselves are clothed with forests. 

Climate is very cold and bleak. There 
eight passes through the hills, the 

M., tci # n e g  being the most easterly one on 
ii oast road and !be T-n Cato on the 

the are from Tiunova to Slivuo. Between entered i uarauty,

T o t a l ..........................80 170,376 148
E e a e i e r a ......................................................................148,680
A u x ilia r ie s .................................................................. 7 ' 000
I r r e g u l a r s .................................................................. 87,800

T o ta l o f fs rc e 9 ...................................................459 360

The best portion of this army of nearly 
469,000 men iB the artillery, which con
tains many yonng and intelligent officers, 
and obtains tbe most efficient of the re
cruits. Every regiment of field artillery 
is provided with sixteen batteries of six 
gnns each; all the guns of the horse ar
tillery are rifled Armstrongs, but the 
mountain artilleiy has only small guns of 
which a whole battery produces less effect 
thjin a single Armstrong. The fortress 
artillery consists of six regiments. Prior 
to the outbreak of war the number of the 
Turkish troops in Bulgaria was estimated 
at 115,000 infantiy, 3000 artillery and 2lfi 
guns. In addition to this force there are 
5000 gunners in the fortresses of Varna, 
Shumla, Rustchuk, Silistria, Nikipoli 
and Widdin. The army in Bulgaria was 
distributed as follows: In Tultsha, 7000; 
Silistria, 18,000; Rnstchnk, lit,000; Var
us, 8000; Shnmla, 18,000; Tirnovn, 5000; 
Nikipoli aud Sistova, 2000, and in and 
around Widdin, 55,000 and 144 gnus. 
Since Saturday last considerable changes 
have occurred in the distribution of tnis 
force, several regiments hazing been sent 
down tbe Danube from Widdin.

The war fleet of Tnrkey consisted, at 
the end of the year 1875, of twenty iron
clad ships aud seventy other steamers. 
The greater number of the ironclads were 
bnilt in Great Britain. The two largest 
are the sister ships Mesondive and Slen- 
doubije, launched in 1874. These two iron
clads are each of a burden of displace
ment of 9000 tons and 332 leet long, with 
extreme breadth of fifty-nine feet. They 
are built on the broadside principle, and 
have on the main deck a battery 148 feet 
long containing twelve eighteen-ton guns, 
throwing 400-pound shot. The bow is 
strongly fortified and fitted with a ram of 
tire.it strength, adapted to pierpe an op
ponent below the armor in the most vul
nerable part. The armor is from ten to 
twelve inches thick throughout. There 
are six twenty-pounders cn the upper 
deck.

Among the other ironclads tho largest 
is the trigate Osmanisb, a rum, armor 
plated from stem to stern, 309 feet long, 
fifty-six feet broad, and a burden of 4200 
tons. The other notable ironclads are the 
twin screw screw steamers Aoni Illah and 
Main Zaffer. Each of these vessels is 230 
teet long and thirty-six feet broad, and of 
a burden of 1400 tons. Both are clad in 
a heavy armor, of an average thickness ot 
five and a half inches, and carry four 
twelve-ton rifle Armstrong guns, in a cen
tral battery, the construction of which ad
mits the guns being fired ahead and astern 
without the aid of a turret. These two 
ironclads arts said to possess the highest 
Bpeed of any vessels of war of the Barne 
tonnage. The Turkish navy was manned 
in 1875 by 30,000 sailers nad 4000 marina 
troops. The time of service in the navy 
is eight years.

Divided into three classes, tbe Turkish 
ironclad fleet is as follows:

Ay.iai;i*.
N um ber. Hom e pow er. Guns. 

F rig a tf  a ................................  7 971 114

1J" J lama—one of whioh commands all 
itain toads from Rustchuk and Silistria to

4 anv d. two formidable fortresses—Shumla 
ition to  *

A. V
Capta in  i

-“"rotinople, and the other tho coast 
■R A fr°m Dobrudsha and the lower 
-DAil îbe. The Russian troops would bg 

to the fire of the Turkish gnn- 
‘ monitors' on the coast road, and 
is the strongest fortress in Central 

The hills which enoirclo it are 
q> and are clothed with impfine- 
nderbrush. and every height is 
ened by fortifications, It is the 

nportant point in the defensive 
of Tnrkey; Widdin, Silistria and 

rank next in strategic importance. 
Athe Balkan range is an undulatihg 

sloping toward the Sea of Mar- 
From Adrianople a railroad runs 

itance of seventy 
Within" a few miles of the Bos- 
there is a range of hills which will 
third lino of defefise if the Turks

STIT __________
Ictmi... Dstautinople, a

g'secon? ttven from the river and the rnoun-
trd  Vioa I  i
resaorer. bile it seeme probable that the Rua- 

will make a direct attack across the 
dohno.< be between Giurgevo aud Kalarash, 
S r!*K*£ ben fight their way over tho rnoun- 
T. l . b *j  1° Adrianople and

TED.

the Bosphorus, 
David Bifaay make a" flank movement, cross- 

Danube at Chernetz, wbero the 
r is narrow aud whero tho inluib- 
of the opposite side are friendly, 
indeed, forts have already been 
np on both sides of the river, un- 
direction of Russian engineer offi- 
keep the Turkish guubouts at a 

From this point of crossini 
os would be able to mare! 

Ks-o<:c^pn Servia by good roads and to de- 
‘*•>"4 Into the great road between Ntsh 

without going through any of 
m passes. The whole of the 
te of the Turkish defense would 
at one stroke. In the war of 

Turks crossed the river at Widare
mrt daeiced Mid tfcer may

fci* moYWBcait now. Kalafat is n]upon

T H E  STRENGTH OY RUSSIA.
Great progress has been made in the 

strength and efficiency of the Rnssian 
navy. It oonsists of two great divisions— 
the Baltic and Black sea fleets. Each of 
these two fleets is again subdivided into 
two sections, of whioh three are usually 
stationed near the Black sea. The Medi
terranean section is now in American 
waters. In March. 1876, the strength of 
the Russian navy was returned as follows 
1. The Baltic fleet, seventy-seven men-of- 
war;2. l  he BLck sea fleet, nine men-of- 
wsr; 8. The Caspian . 3:1 fleet, five paddle- 
v.Lt fcl steamers and three dispatch boa's 
4. The Siberian fleet, eleven ships. The 
total comprises 108 men-of-w»r, 1477 offi- 
eers and 7217 seamen, exclusive of small 
squadrons in tho White sea and Sea of 
Aral. The iron-clad fleet, included in the 
for going slnterccn.*. oom-rieed in March 
,1816, the loliuwiLg vessels:

•  H nrre  Ton-
I io -i c lada . N um ber. G une. pow er.

M u i l . e s  t o m t - i M p . . .  1 A 1200
Y rig a t................................... R 7-i O 1'"
Corvettes....................... 3 II) BH0
T u r r e t  m o n ito rs ................14 20 ltiGO
Flo& ttog  b a l l . l i r a ........... 3_ 74 11)0

T o ta l ...........................2!) 181 0210

The most powerful Rnssian ironclad is 
the masiless turret ship I’eter the Great, 
built at Cronstadt, aud launched in 1874. 
It carries two turrets with an armament of 
fonr thirty-five ton gnns, made of Krupp 

^teel. Next to this great ship the largest 
of the other ironclads are the three 
armored frigates, tho Sevastopol, the 
KuiazePojareki, and the Dnkc of Edin
burgh. The Sevastopol is 390 feet long 
and fifty-two leet wide. Her plates are 
four and one-half inches thiok, fastened 
to a doble coating of teak of from six to 
nine inches thick. In view of war, 
changes have been made in the distribu 
tion of the fleet. According to a recent 
acooant of the Russian fleet in the Black 
sea now consists of two circular monitors, 
four screw oorvettes, seven paddle steam 
ors, aud four gunboats with an armament 
of 102 gnns. The naval force, of course, 
is considerable below tho strength of the 
Turkish fleet, each vessel of which is 
afloat in or near the Black sea. In the 
Baltic the Russian fleet, according to the 
same report, consists of twenty-nine iron
clads, eighty-six nuarmed steamers, and a 
number of Bmaller and weaker vessels, 
rnpresenting a total of 221 ships, {with 
20,009 men and 561 aaunon. The fleet, 
or part of it, has received orders for pat
ting to sea. There aro also other indica
tions of an intention to send a part of the 
Baltic fleet into Mediterranean waters.

T H E  RUSSIAN ARMY.
The organization of the Russian army 

is simple and efficient Under the lew 
whioh wont into force flve years ago, 
there is an aunual conscription to wbioh 
all men over tgjtntv-one are subject The 
period of service is fifteen years, six being 
spent with the regiment and nine in the 
reserve. The men remain with tbs colon

G enera l t o t a l ..........................846,424 1,213,257

In preparing for tbe present war the 
Russian government called ont or “mo
bilized” only part of tbe reserve. Ac
cording to trustworthy reports the army 
organized for the conflict consisted re
cently of 275,000 men, 20,000 cavalry and 
900 guns. Prior to the order to enter 
Roumania these troops were distributed 
as follows in proximity to the seat of war: 
The seventh and twelfth corps, number
ing 60,000 men, 4000 cavalry, and 288 
guns, were at Odessa and Sebastopol. The 
eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh corps 
were at and around Kischeneff; they num
ber 120 000 men, 8000 cavalry, and 432 
guns. The army of the Caucasus, in
tended to invade Asiatic Turkey, numbers 
65,000 men, 8000 cavalry, and 180 guns. 
This distribution of the army enables Rus
sia to begin hostilities with a much greater 
force than in the Rnsso-Turkish war of 
1853, when only 74,000 men crossed the 
Fruth at the beginning of the campaign.

Under date of April 27, the following 
was telegraphed from Vienna:

MOVEMENTS OF T H E  RUSSIANS.

The correspondent of the Times says 
the left wing of the Russians, which has 
crossed at Belgrade, in the south, and is 
taking up a position from Galatz down
ward, will form a pivot on which the rest 
of the army from the north will wheel, 
changing itB position, which has been 
along the Moldavian frontier to the 
Dannbe—this, southward. Two roads 
through Moldavia are available for this 
movement. The troops who crossed at 
Husch and Faltz will doubtless use the 
road which is partially converted into a 
highway running from Jassay, via Vasluia 
to Byrlat, where it branches off on one 
side to Galatz, and on the other to Tok- 
schani, Rirnnik, Ruso und Bucharest, The 
right wing, and, no doubt, almost all the 
lighter war material will go from Jassy 
westward to the valley of Sereth, along 
which a railway and good high read run 
down to Tokschani. Although by follow
ing the railway and these two high roads 
through Moldavia the march of the Rus
sian center and right wing to the Danube 
will be much facilitated, it must be 
some weeks before they can be brought 
up, as it must be before a serious advance 
can be attempted across the Danube. This 
would not, of conrBe, prevent the opera
tion on the part of Russia to establish 
themselves on somo point on the right 
bank of the Dannbe. The most likely 
point for snch preliminary step would 
seem to be the bend of the Danube around 
the Dobrudsha. This part of the Danube 
had not been included by the Turks in 
their line of defense, ns lying too much 
out 61 the way, so that little or no care 
has been bestowed on strengthening Hir- 
sova, Matcbin, Isaktohi and Gulchar. 
Suddenly, however, the original plan 
seems to have changed. Troops and guns 
have been sent and new Entrenchments 
erected, but it may be doubled whether 
they are in a state t» make a vigorous de
fense, unless the Turks have found the 
man who will show tbe Russians what 
may be done with a flotilla on the river.

The Rnssian engineers have arrived at 
Turnzeverin. The supposition is that they 
intend bringing over from the Timok the 
remaining portion of the Russian volun
teers, and use them in tbe first instance 
against the Turks should they cross.

The Now York Herald of April 30 fur
nishes the following analysis of the situa
tion:
MOVEMENTS OF T H E  BELLIGER ENTS ARMIES 

BEFORE T H E  CONFLICT.

The forced march that brought the Rus
sian advanced guard and leading corps to 
Galatz, Ibrail and Barboschi proves the 
capacity of the troops for rapid and de
cisive movements. This quality will be 
put to somo severe teats during the com- 
ing campaign on and southward of the 
Dannbe, becanse the Russians, being 
operating on wbat are termed “exterior 
lines,” against an enemy whose lines of 
retreat will be lines of concentration, tho 
numerical siruLgih of the invaders must 
be augmented until the corps operating 
in any given direction are separately able 
to defeat or check any assault made by 
the united Turkish lorce. While these 
reinforcements are coming into the field 
over the indifferent roads of Romnania 
and Bulgaria, the activity of tho troops 
fronting the Turks must bo redoubled so 
as to cover every threatened point. It 
will not be forgotten that the threatened 
invasion of Roumania by the Tnrks at 
Rustchuk, Silistria and possibly Widdin 
seriously complicates the situation both 
for the Roumanians and Russians. The 
former would in any event'suffer great 
losses in the destruction of the villages 
along the valley of the Danube, espeef
if the invading force is oomposed of cav. 
airy and hght artillery. The Russians 
would be forced to extend their lines 
parallel with the river so as to cover the 
railroad from Barboschi to Bucharest and 
Krajova, thus presenting an exceedingly 
long and necessarily weak barrier to the 
advance and operations of an enterprising 
Turkish force. However, events indicate 
that the Turks lack enterprise and dash, 
otherwise they would never have per
mitted the Beizure of the Barboschi rail
road bridge over the Sereth river by the 
Russians, even by such a splendid march 
as has been described.

To guard against any surprise, the 
Roumanian divisions which held tbe fron
tier previous to the Russian advance, have 
been withdrawn, and now cover Krajova 
on the right and Bucharest on tbe left of 
their line of defense. Tbe troops at Kra
jova are especially intended to guard that 
important position from any Turkish at
tack from Uie direction of Widdin, Ra
hova or Nioopqlis, three fortified towns on 
the right bank of the Danube. Any of 
these points can be reached from Sofia, 
where it is likely a Turkish reserve li 
in courre of organization to operate either 
against Servia or Ttonmania, and whioh 
it in railroad communication with Con- 
atantinople at the south. The Roumanian 
army numbers from 30,000 to 40,000

men, but its officers are inexperienced 
and the troops imperfectly disciplined. 
On their own soil and in defense of 
their homes and families they will do good 
service, without doubt, and will relieve a 
large Russian contingent that should 
otherwise be employed for the defense of 
Roumania.

The Rnssian army, which is constantly 
strengthened from Jassy, Kischeneff and 
Bender, is intended for active operations 
in Bulgaria. The troops are at present 
massed at Galatz, Bolgrod and Ismail 
and southwestward of Barboschi, toward 
Bucharest. It is evident that when a suf
ficient force is assembled at these points 

will cross the lower Dannbe at or near 
Jultcha into the Dobrudscha, or region 
between the Dannbe and the Black Sea 
northward of Varna and Schumla. This 
plan of attack, as before described in the 
J/er aid, will give the Russian army an 
unopposed passage of the river and a 
clear road southward to the railroad line 
between Kustendji, on the Black Sea, and 
Tschernawoda, on the Danube. Ou this 
line the Turks will probably make a de
termined stand, as its possession is ex
tremely important to their interests at 
Silistria and along the Dannbe. As 
Schumla and Varna will be the main ob- 
ictive points of the Russiau attack in this 

direction, the roads leading to them 
through the Dobrudscha will probebly be 
stubbornly defended, for the loss of either 
position would be fatal to the Turks in 
Bulgaria, and would result in a practical 
evacuation of the province by the Sultan’s 
field army. In order to give the reader an 
idea of this prospective theatre of war, a 
more detailed description is necessary of 
its physical features.

The Dobrndscha begins at and is bound
ed on the north by the Sulina or middle 
one of the three channels through which 
the Danube discharges into the Black Sea. 
Therefore a section of the low marshy 
delta—namely, that between the Snlina 
and St. George’s channels—is included 
within is area and is known as St. George’s 
island. Numerous sub-channels or creeks 
intersect this corner of the Dobrndscha, 
and its coast is indented by wide bays, 
protected by narrow necks of marshy land, 
and broken by large estuaries, very much 
like the delta of the Mississippi. In the 
nortweatern corner, opposite Galatz, the 
land is also very low. and marshy, being 
broken by several lakes aud creeks. But 
southward of Tultcha, and between the 
Danube and the Black Sea, the land rises 
with a railing country which discharges 
its rainshed abont equally to the east and 
west as far southward as the Kustendje 
railroad. Detween this line and Varna 
the land is high, with few rivers, and only 
some scattered villages to indicate its 
character as a poor agricultural coun
try. Taken as a whole the Dob- 
rndscha is unfavorable for military 
operations, as, owing to its barren 
character, there are few good roads 
and in parts an absence of water. It is, 
however, stated that horned cattle abound 
in this region, affording a very important 
supply of food to a Russian army, besides 
enabling it to establish magazines, which 
form the bases of operation for south
ward movements toward the Balkans. 
Four defensible lines present themselves 
to the Turkish troops in the Dobrndscha. 
The first is the Dannbe aud the St. 
George’s Channel, sixty miles in length, 
and is covered by a small hut favorably 
situated fortified place called Babadagh. 
The second, thirty miles long, is the line 
of the Kustendje, aided by the remains of 
Trojan’s wall, which, at some places, can 
be strengthened and supported by earth
works so as to form a very formidable in
trenched line resting ou two points of 
supply. The third, seventy-two miles 
long, extends from Silistria southeast
ward to Bultchik Bay, on the Black Sea 
coast, and is supported near its centre by 
the town of Basardjik, and has in its front 
wide, barren and almost waterless area, 
over which the enemy would be forced to 
encamp or fight his way across the lines 
of the Turks. The fourth must, of course, 
be the line between Varna and Rnstchnk, 
108 miles long, covered by Schumla.

As Adrianople covers the road to the 
Turkish capital, and must fall before Con
stantinople is threatened, all distances to 
points on the Dannbe and the western 
and northwestern territories should be 
measured from Adrianople. The chief 
j joints of interest at present are distant 
rom Adrianople by direct line as follows' 

To Galatz, 264 miles; Kostendji, 200 
Bucharest, 180; Widdin, 240; Silistria, 1G8 
Rustchuk and Sistova, 144; Varna, 129 
Schumla, 198; Sofia, 180; Phillipopolis, 
96; Constantinople, 132, and the Balkan 
mountains, directly to the northward, 72 
miles. From Schumla to Varna, 48, and 
to Rustchuk, 00 miles; Galatz to Buchar
est, 120 miles; Bucharest to Krajova, 10S, 
and Krajova to Widdin, 48 miles; Buchar 
est to Rustchnk, 42 miles; Galatz to Bol 
grad, 36; to Tultoha, 48, and to Silistria, 
)G miles; Silistria to Rnstchnk, 66 miles 
Rnstohuk to Sistova, 33 miles. i 

Constantinople by sea to Varna, 162; to 
the Sulina mouth of the Danube, 270. 
and to Odessa, 378 miles.

The interruption of the navigation of 
the Danube by the Russians at Galatz 
will have a very important influence on 
their military position, as it insures an un 
molested crossing of the river and the 
cutting off of the Turkish supplies by 
by water. As soon as the spring freshets 
subside they may be able to seize another 
section of the valley, and by means of 
batteries and torpedoes further limit the 
length of the Turkish gunboat patrol. In 
this way it is possible for them even to 
seize these ii'uu-ciad gunboats and use 
them with effect against the Turkish river 
fortresses.

This great campaign on the Danube 
will not develop into activity until the 
middle of the coming mouth, when the 
Russians will be prepared to move for
ward with overwhelming force toward 
the Balkans.

L IN E S OF COMMUNICATION.

The New York Herald of the first says:
While mustering on the Danube pre

paratory to a crossing in force into Bul
garia, when a sufficiently large army is 
assembled for the purpose, the Russians 
are actually marching forward into Arme
nia and have already felt tbe enemy. The 
movement has taken place from three 
points—namely, the fortresses of Alex-

so close to Kara that the defense of that 
Btrooghold may be said to have begun. 
The distance from Alexandropol is only 
twenty-five miles, over a comparatively 
easy country. A fight Is, however, very 
probable on the road near the little village 
of Dischamnsh and close to the crossing 
of the river Kars. As it will be a part of 
the plan of the Turks to delaylbe Russian 
advance at every point, and so gain time 
for their own reinforcements to come np, 
some sharp fighting will take place before 
the Russian batteries are established be
fore Kars. But those who imagine that 
the Turkish successes of 1855 at Kars 
will be repeated in the present war forget 
what modern rilled artillery can do against 
the stoutest defenses of the town. Tiflis, 
being the Rnssian headquarters in the 
Caucasus, distances will be measured 
therefrom for the present. Following the 
main roads these are as follows: From 
Tiflis to Alexandropol, seventy miles; to 
Akiltsikhe, fifty-five miles; to Orsurget, 
ninety-five miles; Alexandropol to Kars, 
twenty-five milts; Kars to Erzeronm, 
eighty-five miles; Erzeroum to Batonm, 
ninety miles; Erzeroum to Trebizoud, 100 
miles; Trebizond to Siwa, 200 miles; Siwa 

Sinope, 200 miles.
TH E  CONTBOL OF TH E  ELAGE SEA.

Turkey claims this advantage at pres
ent, and her monitors and other iron
clads are cruising on the coasts of Asia 
Minor and off the months of the Danube, 
rendering the forwarding of supplies by 
sea difficult for the Russians. There are, 
however, in all algebraic expressions cer
tain unknown quantities, and in that rep
resenting the relations of the belligerents 
now, the Russian fleet mnst be set down 

It is unreasonable to suppose that 
Russia, having ample time and means to 
prepare for this war, conld neglect to se
cure a powerful, though small, irouclad 
fleet for the protection of her coasts and 
communications. Even the rumored ap
pearance of Russian gunboats on the 
Danube, at Galatz, is a straw which indi
cates the direction of the wind in this re- 
spect. The map of the Black Sea and the 
Cancasns shows the several lines of com
munication between the Russian and 
Asiatic ports and along the coasts. Tbe 
most important to the Russians at pres
ent would be tlfose from Odessa to Se
bastopol, Sinope and Trebizond, and 
also those from the Sea of Azof to the 
two last-named coast towns. Nioolaieff 
and Taganrog, the first above Cherson 
and the second in the northeastern corner 
of the Sea of Azof, are the chief naval 
depots of Rnssia, and both are well forti
fied and jealonsly guarded from loreigu 
visitors. The following distances on the 
Black sea routes will give useful informa
tion to the reader: From Odessa to SebaB- 
topol, 190 miles; Sebastopol to Constan
tinople, 310; Kostendji, 240, and to Sin- 
pe, 200 miles; Constantinople to Sinope, 
tO, and to Erzeroum, 590 miles; Sinope 

to Taganrog, ou the Sea of Azof, 420 
miles; Erzeronm to Taganrog, 500 mites; 
Erzeroum to Batonm, eighty miles. It 
will be seen by these distances that coal 

an important munition of war, eo 
pecially for the small, light draft monitors 
" both nations. If Sebastopol becomes 

the base of operations for the Russian 
fleet an advantage in the matter of fuel 

ill be entirely on the side of the Rus
sians, for the Tnrkish ships will bnrn a 
great deal of their supply coming from 
and going to their depots on the Bos
phorus and at Varna.

The following is fro u the New York 
Graphic of the same date;

DIARY OF T H E  WAR.
The indications of future moTements to 

be gathered from present, operations in 
the East continue substantially unchanged 
to-day. On the Danube, Rnssia and 
Turkey aro gradually drawing to
gether for a great struggle; in Asia 
Minor they have already come to blows. 
In beginning onr daily record of events 
we must warn the readers of the Graphic 
not to be misled by telegrams of. impossi
ble movements and terrible battles at the 
resent stage of the war. Vi e shall eu- 
eavor to silt the truth out of the contra

dictory dispatches, and give to our read
ers in a clear and snccinct form, day by

andropol, Akahiltsikbe and Osurget. As 
the advance from the first named hose of

day, assisted by a map, on which we shall 
indicate the positions of tho contending 
forces at the date of issne, as nearly as 
they can be ascertained.

To-day finds the Russian army concen
trated on the north bank of the Dannbe, 
from Ismail to Braila, Ibrail or Brabiloff, 
as it is named on various maps. The 
Roumanian dispatches from Bucharest 
place the numbers of this army at about
80.000 men, with about 40,000 more cross
ing the Pruth on Saturday last. This last 
body was probably a single army corps at 
its full strength. We already know that 
the eleventh corps of 35,000 and the thir
ty-sixth division of 10,000 were at Galatz 
and Ismail ou Friday. By the present 
date it is nearly certain that the new corps 
mnst be at Barboschi, and that at least
120.000 men are within supporting dis
tance of each other around Galatz. By 
the close of the present week we shall 
jrohably be able to identify the different 
lussian corps and oommauders in Uou- 
mania by comparing the Rnssian official 
telegrams and the Roumanian reports 
numbers passing given points. The 
indications now are that at least three 
strong Russian corps have concentrated 
on Galatz, and that as many more are fol
lowing, some via Kischeneff and some via 
Odessa. So far the Russian advance, by 
its rapidity and good order, shows that a 
first-class administrator is at the head of 
tbe Russian staff, and that all the subor
dinate departments are in working condi
tion.

The Tnrks, on the other hand, exhibit 
very plain symptoms of indecision in 
their action. The exodus of women and 
children from Galatz and Rutsohnk is 
simnltanezusly announced in tho same 
dispatch, which promises “forty battal
ions and 10,000 Circassians" as reinforce
ments to the Turkish army of the Danube 
from Sofin. The estimate of the Russian 
papers is that ninety-seven Turkish bat
talions are now in the Dobrndscha. Of 
the truth of this estimate there is no cer
tainty, but it is more likely over than un
der "the mark. Reinforcements coming 
from Sofia show that the Tnrks have al
ready been compelled to draw on their re
serves from the rear as the nearest place 
available. It was lately reported that 

Widdea in i

bo it will be to take the Rassiona at their 
strongest point and oourt a repulse.

In Asia Minor the main attaok has de
veloped, according to the natural line* of 
the country, into a new siege of Kars. 
The battle began at daybreak on Sunday, 
and the Russians are stated to hav<| “con
centrated and advanced their siege train” 
for the purpose. Here, ae in Ensope, the 
celerity and order of the Rnssian move* 
meats show good discipline and a mastery 
of the question of transportation. The 
little skirmish at Batonm, magnified by 
the early telegrams into a real battle, 
sinks into its proper place, and the trne 
line of operations Btands revealed as tbe 
advance on Erzeronm. The sadden at
tack on Kars at daybreak Bhowe that the 
Russians trusted to overwhelm the place 
by a general bombardment with modern 
heavy r)fies and so clear it ont of the path.
If they failed to do this at once, it is most 
probable that they will leave a sufficient 
force to mask Kars, and push on with tbe 
inafn body to Erzeroum. Whatever is 
done in Armenia will be a work of time 
and hard fighting. If Kars succumbs to 
the first bombardment Erzeroum will fol
low, but if it comes to a regular siege, 
Turkish obstinacy will hold Russia at bay 
for a long time.

t h e  b e s i e g e d  t o w n .

Kars, the town in Asia Minor, which 
the Russians are now bombarding, is the 
capital of the pasbatio of the same name 
on tbe northern frontier of Armenia.
It is a specimen Oriental mountain town, 
situated on tbe rocky platean 7000 feet 
above the level of the sea, and having 
narrow, dirty streets. It finds a reason 
for its existence, like all the towns of that 
neighborhood, in the ora van trade, of 
which it is a recognized stopping place, 
as the long trains of camels file from 
Persia and Armenia into Georgia and 
Circassia, returning by the same route. 
The trade carried on is in silks, Cashmere 
wool, Persia carpets, Latakia tobacco, 
wax, gallunts and opium, going into 
Russia, the manufactured goods ot Eng
land and America returning. Kars has 
always been the first bone of contention 
in any Armenian campaign. In the war 
of 1828-1829 it was captured by the Rus
sians under PaBkievitch with very little 
trouble, and held for two yeats. In those 
times it was surrounded by a low wall, 
almost indefensible. At the treaty of 
Adrianople it was restored to Turkey. In 
1855 it was again attacked, this time by 
Muravleff, but he found different men 
and works there. Ismail Pasha (the 
former Hungarian General Kmety) ani 
General Williams, of the English army, 
were sent to Kars, and set the Turks to 
work on new fortifications to such good 
effect that they ended in repulsing the 
Rnssian attempts at storming, with great 
slaughter, September 29,1855. Mnravieff 
a as compelled to invest Kars, and finally 
reduce* it by famine at the end of No
vember, 1855. It was given up again by 
the treaty of Paris. The fortifications of 
Williams were adequate to resist eighteen 
and twenty-four pounders—the siege guns 
of those days—but will probably suc
cumb to the five-inch rifles which Russia 
cau now bring against them. Kars is a 
decaying place, with about 12.00J people 
and 3000 houses. It once had twice as 
many. It possesses no military im
portance except a3 the first step on the 
road to Erzeroum.

The latest by cable from the scene of 
war is given below, as received by Asso
ciated Press from London yesterday:

A Reuter Berlin telegram says . Letters 
from St. Petersburg say the mobilization 
of the Russian army will not become gen
eral. Three divisions of the St. Peters 
burg corps have been placed on a war 
footing. The first and second divisions 
of infantry of the guard are being mobil
ized. These troops will lor the present 
remain as a reserve in their garrison quar
ters.

Prince Charles of Roumania is working 
hard to effect an active alliance with 
Russia. This idea is oposed at the Rus
sian headquarters. The Generals are un 
willing to allow the Roumanian forces to 
be made a separate corps, nnder the 
command of the Prince, or any other 
General who is not a Russian. It is said 
there is some disagreement between 
Prince Charles and the Grand Duke 
Nicholas on this account. If the diffi
culty can be overcome Roumania will 
make common cause with Russia, but not 
otherwise.

The Bucharest official journal has seized 
the occasion to suggest that the bombard
ment of Ibrail is a causus belli.

The Roumanians are making extraordi
nary preparations. Toe militia has been 
called ont.

Tbe Porte notified the representatives 
of the powers yesterday that it had de- 

a blockade of the whole of the
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operations menaces Kars and Erzeronm 
the aiege train of the Russian army ac
companies the column. The other col
umns aro made np of infantry on the 
right or ooast road toward Batonm and 
cavalry on that toward Ardahan, a place 
of some importance situated in a wide 
valley and on a branch of the river Tchu 
rukbun, which drains Lake Cheldir on 
the fronlier. The object of the middle 
column is qnite apparent from its move
ments. It intends to break the communi
cations between Kara aud Trebizond and 
finally between tho latter port and Erze
roum, so as to isolate these points entirely 
from any aid coming from the Black sea 
ooast The valley through which this cen
tre column is moving extends southeast 
ward aa far as the ndge ot hills coverin g 
Erzeroum, and through tbe southern side 
of which the road between Kars and Er
zeronm passes. Thus a successful ad 
vanoe by the Russian cavalry will result 
in catting the direct communication be
tween the two fortresses and probably 
render the fall of the first named an easy 
matter before the attack of the Alexan
dropol column.

Already, as was pointed by the Herald

they were evacuating Widdea in haste, 
id about to occupy Kalafitt, so as to 

move on Bucharest by the Roumanian 
railway. Now they appear to have 
changed their minds, for the Roumanians 
have reoccupied Kalafot. It would seem 
from one dispatch, that the Turks are 
coming down the Danube on transports 
instead of moving by railway. Ho
bart Pasha, the Anglo-Turkish Ad 
miral, was reported at Rutsohnk oi 
Friday, getting ready to take some gun
boats past Galatz, aud he is now reported, 
to have run the gauntlet of the Russian 
batteries at that point and to hav* reached 
the sea in safety on Sunday last. Sinoe 
that time the passage has been closed by 
a bridge at Braila and siege butteries at 
Galatz. - The Russian fleet is reported at 
Mcolaieff, a sheltered port in the Bog 
river, above Cherson, waiting for an op
portunity to make a dash for the Dannbe 
and join their friends at Galatz. Small 
gunboats in sections have been brought 
to Galatz by the Russians from Kish 
cheneff, and bp this time are patkoliing 
the river. So far, in Europe, eve 
indioat*) careful preparation, and- when 
the first battle oomae it is likely to be 
very heavy ana The announcement in

of Sunday, tho Russians have'approached I Braila SfprobaMy prematura" If '

dared
Russian coast of the Black sea.

A delay of three days would be granted 
vessels wishing to enter, and five days 
those intending to leave the Black sea.

A dispatch from Muhtar Pasha, dated 
April 30, announces that the Russians 
have advanced in great iorce toward liars, 
in a westerly direction, with the object of 
intercepting Turkish communication with 
Erzeroum.

The Turkish commander, leaving suf
ficient force at Kars, marched out with 
nine battalions and occupied the village 
of Iobilakli, near Gardin, and west of 
Kars.

A subsequent telegram from Muhtar 
Pasha, dated May 1, announces that some 
of the inhabitants of Kars had brought 
him reports that the Russians ha’d at
tacked Kars, but were repulsed with loss.

According to a telegram from the Turk
ish commander at Batonm, the Rnssian 
military operations are arrested by rainy 
weather.

Turkey has positive assurances from 
Count AD dr assy of Austria’s pacific inten
tions.

The Porte has issued a circular declar
ing that Roumania, by her convention 
with Russia, is betraying the interests of 
the country and the confidence of the 
Saltan’s government.

The Porte henceforth considers Boii- 
mania as in the power of the enemy; there
fore, all acts issuing daring Russian occu
pation are in usurpation of the SuRan’B 
authority.

The Roumanians have taken military 
possession of Kalafat. The garrison 
consists of 9000 men and forty Krupp 
guns. Abont fifty shots exchanged be
tween Ibrail and a Turkish gunboat was 
the only reconnoissance on the part of 
Tnrkey.

Tbe Russians will certainly bridge the 
Danube .near the month of the Pruth and 
at Tnrna nearly opposite Nikopoli. A 
torpedo depot has been established at the 
mouth of the Pruth. The torpedo oorps 
consists of COO engineers and aailors.

The Turks have determined to evacu
ate Dobrndschi. Tbe Tnrks are slowly 
falling back on the line of defense adopted 
by the council of war.

Iskender Khan, nephew of the Amoor 
of Afghanistan, started for Constantinople 
from London last night to offer bis ser
vices to the Sultan. ■

Rnssian telegraphic agency states the 
Porte has relinquished its intention of ex
pelling ail Rnssian subjects from Turkey, 
but reserves the right of expelling sns- 
peoted persons.

Captain Joseph a  Cary, brother of Miss 
Annie Louse Cary, died in Boston on 
Wednesday, at the age of forty-five yean. 
He was a member or the 
Thirteenth Regiment during the wnr. He 
wan aa employe of the Now ~ "

I tomhove some years ago.

We copy the following from the Jock- 
son, Mississippi, Times of March 3:

We had hopfd before this time to liv
able to give full particulars concereriwg 
the awful tragedy enacted at DeK»15>, tha 
county seat of Kemper county, on Holi
day last, hut there is apparent, from. Mare 
cause, a disposition on tbe part *)9' tbs 
people of Kemper to keep their affhn tc 
themselves.

If Kemper county were alone concerned 
we should not complain, but the honor oi 
the State mnst be vindicated, and cvegy 
citizen of Mississippi is interested in 
a full development of tacts, to thei and 
that the guilty may be punished, tbe 
supremacy of law established, and vio
lence and murder suppressed.

So far as we have yet been able to Inara 
the account printed in the Times oi Msg 
1, which was appropriated by the enl«r- 
prising agent of the Associated Press* and 
telegraphed over the country, is substan
tially correct.

It is possible, however, that W. W. 
Chisolm has not yet died from the 
of his wounds, and tbe name of A- Mc
Clellan may with certainty be added to 
that list of victims.

Even the Mercury published at Meri
dian, comparatively near the seeae of 
slaughter, prefaces an improbable recital 
by saying, “We find that even those whe 
were there hardly know how it was. ̂

A statement of a few proBiinent facts 
concerning the parties to the tragedy, 
and of circumstaucts which tumnnoted 
in tho horrible death of at least six per
sons may not prove wholly uninteresting.

We shall not attempt to argue that poli
tics were the immediate eunse of the 
murders, but it can not be denied that 
they were the result of enmities growing 
out of bitter partisan strife. • .

John W. Gu)ly, who was assaseiaated 
Thursday preceding the Sunday masaausna, 
was ehairman of the Democratic County 
Executive Committee and the most pn»m- 
uent Democrat in Kemper county. He 
was active in the last political campaign 
of fraud and violence, and was eo* of 
those indicted by tbe United States gnad 
jury for violations of the franchise taws, 
in hindering W. W. Chisolm from advo
cating his election as a member of Con
gress, for which position he had. been « 
nominated by the Republican rafij. 
The cases were pending before the United. 
States court, and Chisolm was the prin
cipal witness. John P. Gilmore was 
Chisolm’s fast friend, and also a witoevi, 
end a leading Republican of the comity: 
Rash, Rosenbaam, Hopper and McClel
lan, all white, were Republicans- Or. 
Rosser, who was acting as a guard over 
Chisolm, probably self-appointed os se
lected by the mob, was a Democrat, and 
the only one who was killed in the fight 
at the jail.

It is supposed that it was chit fly due 
to Chisolm and Gilmer, that the indict
ments heretofore referred to were to and. 
and they also testified before the riexiate 
Committee on Privileges and Electrons, 
at Washington, in the investigation o? 
Mississippi a flairs.

To show that it was political strife 
which culminated in this horrible tragedy 
it is only necessary to quote the following 
from the Meridian Mercury:

Gully, kil!ed)Thursd,iy evening, -was 
not buried until late on Saturday evening.
By that time a large crowd of people had 
assembled; for he was a man who was re
spected and held in universal esteem by 
the great mass of the intelligent and re
spectable people in the country. Tbe 
people in attendance upon the ftxneinl 
were in snch a state of exasperation that 
they could hardly oontain themselves tro 
as to conform to the usual solemn ob
servances of snch an occasion. The 
wrongs the people of Kemper had long 
suffered at the hands of this clique in 
setting at naught the laws for the pro
tection of life and property and cermnit- 
ting the most shocking crimes with im
punity, and then, if they lifted a finger 
for their own protection, in setting upon | 
them United States soldiers and marahaie 
and harrassing them with prosecutions in 
United States courts, as was done ai the i 
last term of the United titates District I 
Court, at Jackson, tho deceased then 1 
being put away in his last resting place 
being one of the victims of their haUist: 
malignity and vile perjuries, came irsek 
in mind and maddened them. Their pet• 
jured slanders of the body of the good 
people of the county before the rienate 
committee in Washington, last winter, 
came vividly to their minds, sad tended 
Lhen and there to aronse a strong feeling 
to avenge the tout murder of a friend 
whoso dust they were then consigning te 
the tomb.”

But there are other alleged causes. Beta 
Rush, who is suspected ot the assassina
tion of John W. Gaily, a few years ago 
shot at him on the streets of DeKoJb. but 
killed Sam Gaily, his brother. Jolm Vi.
Gully then shot Rush, and he wan am- 
posed to be mortally wotfnded, but finally 
recovered.

Since the unsuccessful attempt to min
der John W. Gully in December las* it ie 
said that Rush has disappeared from the. 
country. This, however, is not to be 
wondered at, for he knew that ho would 
ho suspected of the crime, becanse of the , 
ancient feud, whether guilty or not, and 
that his life would be in constant peril, 
even if he were not hanged by a mob.

It is not safe even to be suspected in 
Kemper county.

Rush was an associate of Chisolm and 
Gilmer, aud therefore it was that the son- 
pirion that they and their friends were 
privy to the assassination of Gully was 
aronsed. Chisolm and GilmeT were 
known to be desperately brave men, ataF 
a personal rencontre with either was gen
erally regarded as a thing to be dreaded,

A few years ago Gilmer killed a man in 
Scoobo, and was charged by Peter Groeby, 
the colored sheriff of Warrep county, 
with attempting to assassinate him, al
though he did cot make an affidavit ta> 
that effect, and Gilmer was never prose
cuted for tbe alleged offense. Oovtimat 
Stone departed last evening for the aoene 
of the tragedy, and we may therefore* sea
sonably expect reliable information upon 
the subject at no very distant dag.

If the Governor is able to see ‘thatthe 
laws are faithfully executed” in K,rmps» 

uptv, and that guilty parties am 
brought to justice, the honor of the Stain 
will be vindicated, and the effiffi&nes *& 
his administration demonstrated.

Rev. W. W. Patton, D. D., oi Cu 
has been elected president of the Lloniri, 
University, to fill the vacancy rmmJ bay 
the death of Rev. E. P. Smith. amaata, 
years ago. Since his death the cfitaaJhm. 
been vacant, and the executive conaariMm 
has managed the affairs of the unimeifeR 
Dr. Patton was elected by the tn a ta -J  
over two competitors—Hon. F. 
dozA, of South Carolina, and Best i i ta r -  
H. Clark, of Cincinnati. The coxaamMt» 
which arranged for the election of ■ 
dent was instructed, on m

Clark i 
cure their ■

The United i


