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shifting Congressional majorities, can- 
cuses, and coalitions at the work of 
printing paper promises, or " fiat money,” 
as much and as often as they please. 
Such aotion would nnsettle values, would 
inflate and debase the carreney, would 
cheat labor of ite jnst wages, would breed 
corruption and gambling speculation, 
would baffle all calculations of busi­
ness, and make trade worse than a 
raffle—a raffle in which honest industry, 
not shrewd capital would be the heaviest 
sufferer

It would defeat the very object in view, 
and put back business recovery. It would 
alarm the holders and handlers of money 
jnst at the time when onr greatest need is 
the confidence and certainty which will 
induce capital to come forth and set labor 
to work. It would be like a man recovering 
from a long sickness, thr wing himself 
back into a relapse. The Bepublican 
party is against it, and one of ii s missions 
is to manage t:- final success and relief the 
ugly financial legacy of a war which it did 
not make—a war in which every Republi­
can ‘in every State and on every spot was 
on his country’s side. When every obli- 
gatiffa has been sacredly performed; when 
every pr mise to pay money hes been 
made and kept as good as coin; when 
every tax, which can be spared is gone; 
when every burden which can be lifted 
from labor has disappeared; when honest, 
lasting prosperity has been rooted too 
deep to be tom up by folly or faction, 
then, and not till then, will the financial 
mission of the Republican Party be ended. 
It is not yet “ like an army whose term of 
enlistment bas expired. ”

Look over the country—East, West and 
South—and see the position of the Dem­
ocratic party. Its last national conven­
tion demanded the repeal of the act to re­
sume specie payments next January. 
Then the assertion was that onr paper 
coaid not so soon be brought to par. 
Now, when gold and paper have come 
together mouths beforehand, Senators 
Thurman and Pendleton in Ohio, Voor- 
hees and Governor Hendricks in Indiana, 
General Johnston in Virginia, the West­
ern and Southern leaders of the Democ­
racy generally, and Democratic conven­
tions, even in New England, ory aloud 
for huge sobemes—more paper money. 
In the West the Democratic party becomes 
a party of inflation; in New Jersey and 
other States furious Democrats and Infla­
tionists are progressing. In Maine a 
large portion of the Democracy voted 
the avowed expansion ticket, and the 
Democratic press exalts over thejesnlt 
Massachusetts ontdoes herself, and Gen­
eral Butler advances as Cesar, with the 
Democracy at his heels. Neither in Con­
gress nor in the country will, or csd, our 
opponents stem the rising tide of inflation. 
Tne Democratic party has many patriotic 
men of good sense, and even to them we 
may earnestly and safely put the question, 
whether, as matters staDd, they are ready 
to see the Republican party disbanded or 
mastered out just now?
‘W hen the sea is calm, all boats alike show 

m astersh ip  in floating. '.

Let us see whether the Republican ship 
can outride the fury of a storm not more 
angry than it may be brief. Lamartine 
said . “ I place my bark on the highest 
promontory of the beach and wait for the 
rising of the tide to make it float." Let 
the Republican party gbe now and always 
the champion of right and courage—never 
the victim of error and fear.
D em ocratic Sch (-nil -  to ‘tra in  the T reasu ry

Credit, currency, and business, are not 
the only elements in the elections this 
year. Schemes to take money from the 
treasnrv in staggering totals for claims 
and grievances and projects which no man 
can number, are being batched and nursed 
and perfected against the time when they 
can compel attention. When will that 
time be ? When full sway in Congress is 
given to ihe party, aud the sentiment 
which now rules a “solid South”—a South 
made solid not by honest majorities and 
free honest voting, but by minorities 
dominating through crimes against God 
and man. That solid South again, as of 
old, sends up a majority of all Ihe Dem­
ocratic votes in Congress; it rules the Dem­
ocratic caucus, and must decide the party 
action whenever it insists. In the House 
of Representatives there are forty com­
mittees and already the chairmen of 
twenty-three of them are ex-Confederates 
from the South. After next Maroh the 
South will control the committees of the 
senate also. You need not lie reminded 
that committees are all powerful in legisla­
tion—more than ever now, because of the 
overwhelming pressure of business which 
makes lull and open discusoinu, especially 
in the Houee, impossible. You need not 
be reminded either, that about one-third 
of all national revenue and expenditures 
comes from the State of New York. I ask 
whether they who are to pay $1 of every 
$3 taken from the treasury have not need, 
before we drift much further, to inquire, 
“ Watchman, what of the night?” I am 
for conciliation and reconciliation, and 
concord and peaoe all around, but my be­
lief is that the men and communities who 
stood by the flag and prayed for it and 
fought for it, if they behave themselves, 
are just as good as those who drenched 
the land with blood, and covered it with 
mourning, debt and taxes. I believe, too, 
that these who strove to save the country 
areas safe as legislators and chairmen of 
committees as those who strove to destroy 
it. Magnanimity, generosity and forgive­
ness, unparalleled in human annals, have 
been the policy of the nation toward those 
who sought its overthrow. This is grand, 
m'>i‘,stie, Christian; bnt i* roav be carried 
too lar. It lb not Wise lor too iioitn, nor 
for the South itself, to hand the govern­
ment over bodily to those who were lately 
in arms against it, and who in many in­
stances now hold seatB in Congress gained 
by stifling elections by terrorism and 
bloodshed. It is Dot wise or just to tempt 
human nature. It is not safe for the habi­
tations of the North or of the South. 
When pestilence smites Southern homes, 
let the North pour out, as she now dost, 
money and sympathy, never holding back 
a farthing because it is Southern and not 
Northern woe. This is right. Bnt when 
taking political action, let us be jnst to 
all, not only to ourselves, but to those, 
whether black or white, to whose protec­
tion we are bound by ties which would not 
be forgotten by an <Algerine pirate or a 
Barbary corsair. Look at the school laws 
in Southern States. Look at counties in 
which Republicans, white and black, are 
in great majorities, and in which voting- 
places have been reduced in number till 
those nearest eaoh other are sometimes 
twenty-five miles apart—making it im­
possible for the poor to reach the ballot- 
box. Look at Democratic counties where 
the voting-places have bees increased to 
thirty, with an ana not greater than Re­
publican counties in which by the same 
act of legislation the polling-places have 
been reduced to nine. Iu tne county in 
which Charleston (8. C.) is, there is a Re­
publican majority Of eight thousand, yet 
an election not long ago for members of 
the Legislature no KepnoHcan candidates 
wer* up ruinated—no Republican votes 
were cast 1 The fact tells its own story. 
Look at Mississippi, with a great and con­
fessed gepafchca*majority, ruled by Don-

oorats, the Republican organizations com­
pelled to disband, and the last Republican 
newspaper given up. Assassination strikes 
down blameless men and helpless women 
—families perish by violence; no one is 
punished, and the officials who connive 
at murder are re-elected and rewarded ft* 
being accomplices in shedding innocent 
blood. The tragic death of one maiden 
roused pagan Rome to veugeaDce, but 
Americans are very patient when the 
blood of the Chisholms and others sickens 
humanity, and justice lays no hand on 
ouch ttightful butchery. The officials of 
the United States are shot down and im­
prisoned for performing their duty, and 
the whole power of the nation is openly 
defied. In the Gulf States majorities are 
powerless and prostrate, their committees 
extinct, and they trampled nnder foot by 
the men they faced in battle. Aa in slave 
days, the colored people are counted to 
swell the number of Southern Representa­
tives in CongTess, bnt for any other pur­
pose they Uardly appear now in the politi­
cal account. Turn from this picture to 
the three free amendments of the Consti­
tution. There they stand, and they de­
clare that snch wrongs Bhall never be. 
Yet this is the great Republic—the men 
thus degraded and despoiled are its citi­
zens—they stood by it and fought for it, 
and are persecuted lor its sake—and this 
is the last quarter of the nineteenth 
oentury1

T be Plain Duty o f  Republican*.
The mission of tbe Republican party is 

not ended. It has done much. It has 
put down a vast rebellion, freed four 
million slaves, made a free Constitution, 
united the fragments of a shattered empire, 
managed war and finances to the amazo- 
ment of mankind; it has carried railways 
over deserts and mountains to the Pacific 
sea, it bas made haroors, built break­
waters and light-houses, and established 
lite-saving stations on perilous coasts; it 
bas stretched out a network of signal 
service to give warwrg of storms on land 
and on sea; it has cheapened foreign and 
domistic postage, founded a postal money 
order system, put post offices on wheels, 
and doubled the cheapness and Bwiltoess 
of transmitting intelligence; it has secured 
to every man who will have it a home­
stead of one hundred and sixty acres of 
fenile land; it has stood for free speech, 
free labor, and free men always; it has 
upheld the public credit, and its aims 
have been those of humanity and light. 
Like every human agency, it has, no 
doubt, fallen into error; but its record is 
filled with great and nseful achievements. 
Not only do urgent works and duties re­
main for the iuture, hut work and duty 
which summon us all to concord, harmony, 
and earnestness. Putting away side issues 
aud all bickeriogs and strife, tbe plain 
duty of every sincere Republican is to 
stand for the Republic. There are matters 
about which Republicans differ—differ 
widely and eamesily. These differences 
do not concern the issues which deserve 
attention now. It is not the right of any 
man nor group of men to divert the Re­
publicans of New York from the questions 
which urge themselves upon us. Let all 
men, of whatever party, see the dangers 
around and before us, and make common, 
whole-hearted cause to avert them. Let 
our motto be: ‘ ‘In essentials, unity; iu non. 
essentials, liberty; in all things charity. ” 

Tbe Plnlforni.
At the close of his speech a recess was 

taken, after which the convention reas­
sembled, when the following platform 
was reported and unanimously adopted:

1. The faith of the payment of the 
public debt aud tbe redemption of public 
promisee, according to the spirit and 
letter of the law, aud onr well-being re­
quires that the nation’s honor shall be 
kept as inviolate as the nation’s life.

2. Under the management of succeed­
ing Republican administrations, the coun­
try bus advanced to the point of specie 
resumption, aud the highest interests of 
business, no less than the plighted faith 
of the republic, demand that there shall 
be no steps backward and no postpone­
ment. fi lth this steady progress we have 
the auspicious signs of reviving trade and 
industry, and congratulate tbe people 
upon this practical evidence that if the 
good work shall be completed the de­
pression which grew out of tbe financial 
disorders, forced upon us by tbe war of 
the rebellion, will give place to returning 
confidence and permanent prosperity, 
which can rest Blone on the fixed mone­
tary standard of the commercial world, on 
solid values and full security and certain­
ty for the future.

3. Standing unalterably fox tbe consti­
tutional principles of hard money, we 
luaist that the greenback, instead ol neiug 
dishonored and depreciated, shall be 
made as good as honest coin; that the 
labor dollar shall mean areal dollar; that 
the fluctuations and uncertainties which 
rob toil and paralyze trade shall cease; 
that onr currency shall be made the best 
currency by making all parts of it, wheth­
er paper or coin, equivalent, convertible, 
secure and steady, and all publio servants, 
whether executive officers, Senators or 
Representatives, whose acts and votes 
oonduoe to the high object, desesve onr 
approbation.

4. The Electoral Commission was a 
wise and honorable mode of settling a 
dangerous dispute; all parties were bound 
to aoide its decision, and any attempt to 
undo or impair the conclusion it estab­
lished is unpatriotic and revolutionary.

5. While sincerely seeking fraternal 
realtions in all just efforts and aspirations, 
we summon the people to renewed vigi- 
lence and unflinching warfare against the 
vast nc.de of claims aud raids ou the 
Treasury which count for sue cess on 
Democrat rale, nnder the mastery of a 
a solid South, and which would fall with 
speoial hardships on New York, as tbe 
chief taxpaying State in the United 
Spates.

G We demand free and nnintimidated 
elections in tbe South as in the North, 
and the full recognition and observance 
of all the rights and the liberty of all 
citizens as ordained by the amended con­
stitution, and until they shall be secured 
the work of the Republican party to pro­
tect human rights will be unfinished.

7, AVe renew our declaration for the 
elevation of the public aervice on the basis 
of a secure tenue during the faithful per, 
formance of official duties, for a fixed 
term, for the frugal aud efficient adminis­
tration of national, State and looal affairs, 
for unyielding resistance to any further 
land grants aa subsidies to corporations or 
monopolies, for gratelnl recognition of the 
brave soldiers and sailors of the republic, 
and for common schools, free from sec­
tarian inflaence and unmenaced by secta­
rian appropriations.

8. While recognizing with satisfaction 
that many patriotic Democrats do not 
share it* spirit and impulse, we arraign 
the dominant force of the Democratic 
party as a constant dietuiber ol public 
tranquillity and confidence, as the wanton 
foe of ptbiio security in its persistent as­
saults on the authority and stability of tho 
established government, aa attempting to 
weaken the nation by crippling the army 
in a time of raiocctmatr and danger, as 
guilty of false pretenses in claiming for 
ihe Democratic House *  seduction iu pub­

lic expenditure, whose fraudulent char­
acter Is proved by the necessity ibr a 
heavy deficiency bill, as dependent on a 
solid South and thereby subservient to all 
its demands, as aggravating the troubles 
of the conntry by mischievous agitation 
tbrougbont the period of its supremacy in 
the House of Representatives, as faithless 
to the obligation of national honor and 
the chief support of wild schemes of infla­
tion, repudiation and utter financial dis­
order, which imperii public credit and 
business security, and its further or greater 
success would be a national calamity.

9. An emergency in the history of a 
great conntry, second only to the great 
straggle for its existence, now confronts 
ns. A b then, the Republican party was 
the sole organized political protection 
against national disruption and patriotic 
citizens of whatever party name rallied 
under its standard for the defense of the 
Union, so now the Republican organiza­
tion is the only efficient bnlward against 
national repudiation and disgrace, and 
it again invites all good citizens, ot what­
ever previous political ties, to unite with 
it in preserving the national honor. To 
all Republicans this great exigency espe­
cially appeals to rise to its highest obliga­
tions and join heart and hand for the 
triumph of those vital principles upon the 
security and welfare of the republic de­
pend.

Geoi ge N. Danforth was unanimously 
nominated for Jndge of the Court of 
Appeals.

Platform o f  the .Alaesachnsetts Republicans

We, the Republicans of Massichnsetts, 
in convention assembled—

Resolve, First—That the Repubiican 
party, inspired by its past, gathers in­
creased conrage for the work which re­
mains to be done, renews its allegiance to 
the high principles which have guided it, 
thus far, and having preserved the na­
tion's existence, pledges itseli to preserve 
the nation’s honor.

Second—That the Republican party is 
committed to the maintenance of the 
national credit and the keeping of the 
public faith with all creditors of the na­
tion. We rejoice that the resumption of 
specie payments has been so nearly ac­
complished. We insist that all lawful 
means shall be taken to insnre such re­
sumption within the time fixed and by 
law; that all paper currency shall be re­
deemable in coin at the will of the holder, 
and that both coin and currency shall be 
kept at all times at par with the gold 
standard ol the commercial world. We 
believe that the American people are too 
honest wantonly to violate their pledges, 
and too intelligent to attempt to use as 
money anylhiDg which has neither value 
in itselt nor represents value, and have 
too much regard lor their honor and proe- 
1 erily to prefer unredeemed and irredeem­
able promises instead of money which 
shall pass current at its full face-value in 
every market of the world.

Third—That the refunding of the na­
tional debt at a lower rate of interest 
should be carried forward as rapidly as 
is possible; that the strictest economy in 
expenditures should be used and tbe in­
dustries of the country relieved from tax­
ation, so far as honor, good faith and 
necessity will permit ; that the civil ad­
ministration should be maintained in its 
honesty and efficiency by the executive 
department, which should take the re­
sponsibility which belongs to it of making 
nominations to office without dictation or 
control from other departments of the 
government, and should iu the exercise 
of this power use the same care and good 
judgment, and demand the same fidelity 
and devotion to duty that are required in 
the management of important business 
affairs; aud we will certainly support 
every measure which shell be needed to 
raise the civil service to the high plane of 
honesty and efficiency demanded by the 
Cincinnati platform aud the President's 
letter of acceptance.

Fourth—That, mindful of the condition 
of the industries ot the Commonwealth, 
aud of the decline iu the values of prop­
erty and in the earnings of labor and 
capital, it is the imperative duty of the 
town and city governments and of the 
State government to use the strictest 
economy in the administration of public 
affaire. AVe demand that the Legislature 
shall make no new grants of public 
moneys in aid of private enterprises; that 
the public indebtedness shall not be in­
creased ; that the reduction already made 
in the public expenditures shall be rigor­
ously continued, and such changes made 
therein as may be for the benefit of the 
Commonwealth; that tbe system of taxa­
tion shall be so modified that each person 
snail contribute only in proportion to 
what he is worth, to’ the end that there 
shall be a substantial relief from the ex­
isting burdens of taxation.

Fifth—AVe reoommend the efficiency 
and integrity with which all the depart­
ments of the State government have been 
carried on, and denounce as false the 
ohargea of mismanagement made against 
its administration. Although the inflation 
of the currency has caused extravagance 
in public and private life, and has in­
fluenced legislators without distinction of 
party to authorize unnecessary and nnwise 
appropriations which ought not to be 
repeated, yet the State has been well and 
honestly governed.

Sixth—That the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts has prospered for more 
than two oenturies beoause her citizens 
have believed that the interest of each is 
the interst of all, and have labored 
together for the common weal, and when 
this nnion of interest and action which 
has endured through seasons of depression 
and disaster ceases her prosperity must 
cease also. They who would foment dis­
cord by falsely teaching that our commu­
nity is composed of hostile classes whose 
interests are antagonistic are pnblie en­
emies whose defeat is essential to the 
publio welfare, and should be accom­
plished by the united efforts of all honest 
men.

Seventh—That the success of the bold 
attempt to place an open repudiator in 
the executive chair of this renowned 
Commonwealth would be an announce­
ment to the world that Massachusetts 
for the first time in her history wavers in 
her devotion to honest finance, and is in­
different to the sacredness of public faith.

Eighth—That the Republicans of Mas­
sachusetts will keep all their pledges, and 
will stand by the President of the United 
Statee in his efforts to keep hie. AVe com­
mend the purpose and integrity of his 
administration, his firmness in resisting 
to the limit of his constitutional power 
all attemps to depreciate tbe carreney or 
to violate tbe plighted faith of the nation, 
and his constant endeavors to promote 
the restoration of good will and a! social 
and commercial intercource between the 
citizens of sll parts of the conntry.

Ninth—That we confidently recommend 
to the people of Massachusetts the nom­
inees of this convention as men whose 
eharaoter and ability are a guarantee that 
they will wisely, prudently and efficiently 
administer the government of the Com­
mon wealth.____  _ _____

Caleb Cushing is prostrated by .erysipe­
las in the heed. :« t ’,
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REPUBLICANS OF LOUISIANA.

Roc R epobucaw Stats Cemtbai. ) 
Committee, V 

New Orleans, September 21, 1878. )
The Republican State Central Com­

mittee appointed by the State Conven- 
vention of 1876, met in the month of 
Angust last, and, considering the 
disorganizhd condition of the party and 
the peculiar state of political affairs, and 
deeming it wise to make the Committee 
as representative as possible, elected fifty 
additional members from all parts of the 
State. The Committee is now constituted 
of eighty-five members. At that time it was 
thought that it might not be necessary to 
convene a State Convention. But at a 
fnll meeting held in August a convention 
was called to meet-in New Orleans on the 
sixteenth of September. Delegates were 
elected, and on that day a large number 
assembled in New Orleans nnder the call, 
bnt, owing to the prevalence of the epi­
demic and to the establishment of a rigid 
quarantine in many of the parishes, a 
quorum of the delegates did not, meet, 
and the minority present adjourned sub­
ject to the call of the President of this 
Committee as has beeD fully set forth in 
an address heretofore published. AVe now 
find it necessary to announce that the 
Bame causes which prevented the attend­
ance of a quorum of delegates on the six­
teenth instant may prevent the reconvoca­
tion of the Convention in time to take 
measures for the pending campaign.

Therefore, in view of the approaching 
election for members of Congress, for 
State Treasurer, for members of the Gen­
eral Assembly, and for maDy parish and 
municipal officers, this Committee deems 
it proper to urge certain considerations 
up pa Republican voters throughout the 
State.

First, however, it is pertinent that we 
should say that at and before the meet­
ing of this committee on the fifteenth of 
August, when the call for a State Conven­
tion was issued, it was generally consid­
ered among tbe representative men from 
all portions of the State that, nnder the 
existing political circumstances, it was 
not advisable to recommend measures 
looking to a geu-yal campaign. It was 
not thought to be expedient to make a 
formal nomination for tbe only State 
officer to be voted for. Accordingly the 
call for the Convention did not specify 
that nominations should be made, but the 
Convention was assembled to select a new 
State Central Committee and to determine 
upon a line of policy for tbe party for tbe 
future. But a committee cannot lay down 
its authority until its successors are 
chosen, and since the party can not re­
main without an authoritative head, we 
feel justified in exercising the powers we 
do.

Preliminary to the suggestions we have 
to make in relation to practical measures 
and party organization, we make the fol­
lowing declaration of principles subjeot 
to the approval of the Convention wnen 
it shall leassembie:

1. Tbe Republican party of Louisiana 
continues to adhere to the National Re­
publican party. With that party we em­
phatically regard the United States of 
America as a nation, and not a league. 
AVe endorse and reaffirm the platform 
adopted by the Cincinnati Convention of 
1876. AVe proudly cherish the noble his­
tory of that party which saved the Union, 
destroyed slavery, and granted political 
and civil rights to all men within the 
nation.
2. The Republicans of Louisiana announce 

that with regard to national finances, 
they favor a bi-metallic and national 
currency, interconvertible at par, and 
adjusted to meet the demands of the busi­
ness and industry of the country. AVe 
maintain that every promise given by the 
natiob, duriDg the penis of the civil war, 
should be faithfully kept. We believe, as 
our party has always believed and asser­
ted, that the money of the nation must 
rest upon an ultimate basis of coin, hav­
ing an intrinsic value recognized by other 
civilized peoples. We arraign the Demo­
cratic party for its dishonesty, its in con­
sistency and its inanity in reference to 
the most serious questions of financial 
policy. Pretending anything and every­
thing to anybody and everybody, in the 
hope of political preferment, the course of 
the Democratic party in this regard has 
only tended to disturb the commercial re­
lations and productive industries of the 
country. In onr own State, we witness 
Ihe straDge spectacle of a party support­
ing candidates for Copgress who hold ex­
treme views in opposition to the so-called 
“ Greenback” doctrine, running upon a 
platform which demands unlimited issu­
ance of paper money nnder national and 
State auspices, and advocates substantial 
repudiation.

3. AVe advocate a system of revenue 
taxation and import duties which, while 
it shall provide ample means to meet the 
publio expenditures and obligations, shall 
assume the protection of certain national 
interests against destructive competition 
of foreign production; especially insisting 
that the capital aud labor employed in the 
production of the national staples of rice 
and sugar shall be included iu articles to 
be protected.

4. We favor a nationol system of inter­
nal improvements. The public works 
affecting inter-State communication and 
the general commercial and industrial 
prosperity of the country should be con­
structed and supported out of the national 
resources. AVe arraign the Democratic 
majority in Congress tor their refusal to 
grant that aid justly due to the South in 
thia direction. Oar Representatives in 
Congress have been as useless to this 
State and its interests in this regard as if 
they had had seats in the Parliament of 
the'Canadian Dominion. The experience 
of tbe past justifies us in affirming that 
the South can expect no assistance from 
the ascendency of the Democratic party in 
the oonncils of the nation. We therefore 
make our appeal to and place onr reliance 
upon tbe Republicans in Congress, and 
to snch just minded Democrats as may not 
be UDder the party.whip. AVe ask, in com­
mon justice to the South, that the follow­
ing measures be adopted: 1. The con­
struction of a national railroad from the 
Mississippi, south of the 32d parallel, 
passing through the State of Texas to a 
port or ports upon the Pacific Ocean with­
in the territory of the United States or of 
the Republic of Mexico. 2. The con­
struction, at national expense and under 
national supervision, of a levee for the re­
clamation and protection of alluvial lands 
within the lntitmdes adapted to the eoltcre 
pf rice and sugar. 8. The grant of a sub­
vention from the national treasury ade­
quate to secure postal steam servioe be­
tween one or more Golf ports of the Union 
and the principal ports on the Southern 
Atlantic Coast of mis Continent.
: ui & We affirm with the National Republi­

can party “ that the pnblie sehool system 
of the several States is the bulwark of the 
American Republic.” We remark with 
gratitude that the constitution of our 
State contains among the several com­
plete guarantees to our system of free

Sublie schools, that clause recommended 
i the National Republican platform pro­

hibiting tbe application of the pnblie 
funds to the support of private or secta­
rian schools. We notice the significant 
fact that the Democratic party ol Louis­
iana is silent in the platform adopted at 
the recent convention of that party upon 
the subject of public education. We 
arraign the existing government for its 
frequent violation of the constitutional 
provisions which accord equal privileges 
in the public schools to tne children of 
all classes of citizens. We charge that 
the Democratic party of Louisiana is op­
posed to the continuance of the system of 
public education as is shown by the 
declaration recently made by a prominent 
school official in this city announcing 
that he was opposed to public schools, 
which declaration has not been rebuked or 
repudiated by the Democratic party or 
the Democratic press. We charge that 
the school authorities have, iu many in­
stances, neglected and refused to establish 
schools in various neighborhoods and 
communities throughout the State, al­
though taxes were levied and collected for 
that purpose.

6. In view of the impoverished condition 
of the State Treasury, we deem it inexpe­
dient and unnecessary to call a constitu­
tional convention. If the object of those 
who favor a convention, be to improve 
the machinery of the government, that 
can be done by amendment. It cannot 
be asserted that Republicans have placed 
any obstruction in tbe way of such amend­
ments. This is shown by the fact that 
the recent General Assembly submitted a 
number of important and excellent amend­
ments, which were voted for indiscrim­
inately by the member s of both parties. 
We endorse these proposed amendments 
and ask Republicans to vote for them. 
But we apprehend that the object of the 
extreme Democrats in demanding a con- 
stitional convention is not to improve the 
methods of administration; it is to chaoge 
the substantial and essential groundwork 
of the government.

7. Toe Democratic party has been in ac­
tual possession of the State government 
for near two years. We assert that it has 
signally failed in its administration. ‘ Be­
fore it came into power it filled the public 
ear with cries for reform, and fed the 
hopes of the people with promises that 
taxation Bhould be reduced, and the bur­
dens of government lightened. It has 
done nothrog to this end; on the contrary 
taxation has been increased, by the in- 
orease of assessments; the poor alone have 
been forced to pay taxes, in order that the 
higher officials should have their salaries 
while the rich have not been compelled 
to pay, and consequently the minor offi­
cers—the teaoherB of our children, and 
tbe guardians of the public peace, have 
been left to starve. They have thrown 
unwarrantable obstructions in the way of 
Republicans, in the matter of registration. 
On every band the inefficiency of the gov­
ernment is remarked and its failures no­
ticed. We express the belief that the 
leaderB of the Democratic party will find 
it difficult to organize violence, in order 
to defeat the will of the majority and re­
tain their party in power.

8. The inadequateness oi the present rate 
of taxation to properly support the Gov­
ernment as now seen aud the manifest 
impropriety of increasing the rate renders 
it necessary that among other needed 
measures of reform the laws should he so 
amended as to reduce the compensation 
of all officers not established by the Con­
stitution to the rate of pay for similar or 
equivalent services in the business pur­
suits of the people.

9. The administration of Municipal Gov­
ernment of New Orleans aDd of several of 
the cities and town throughout the State 
demonstrates that the system of govern­
ment by administrators who are not held 
to account nor made responsible is defec­
tive and ruinous. AVe demand the repeal 
of the charters and the restoration of 
Councils of Aldermen to be elected by 
vote of the people.

Having laid down this platform oY prin­
ciples we consider it proper to advert to a 
few other matters of general interest and 
concernment

AVithout the most remote allusion to 
the political policy of the past the Com­
mittee must refer to the joint resolution 
adopted by the Legislature of Louisiana 
on the nineteenth of April, 1877, and sub­
sequently by the Governor of the State. 
Ia these resolutions it was understood 
that the State government pledged itself 
for the preservation of the public peace, 
and for equal justice to all oitizeus, with- 
our regard to color or other political con­
dition. Upon a review of these resolu­
tions they will be found to contain 
the following engagements. They pledge 
the government of Louisiana “ to accept 
in good faith the thirteenth, fourteenth 
and fifteenth amendments of the Consti­
tution of the United States in letter and 
in spirit. They guarantee the enforce­
ment of the laws rigidly and impartially, 
to the end that violence and crime shall 
be suppressed and promptly punished, 
and that peace and order prevail, and that 
the humblest laborer upon the soil of 
Louisiana, throughout every parish in the 
State, of either color, shall receive full 
and equal protection of the law in person, 
property, political rights and privileges. 
The education of all classes of the people 
is provided for by the equal and uniform 
taxation upon property, as provided in 
tbe Constitution of the State, and which 
shall secure the education of the children 
of white and colored citizens with equal 
advantages. It, moreover, stipulated 
that the Nicholls government will dis­
countenance any attempted persecution 
from any quarter of individuals for past 
political conduct.”

While it is onr duty iu candor to say 
that the course of the State administra­
tion would indicate tbe sincerity and to a 
great extent, the success of this legisla­
tion, it is very well known that the doc­
trines and expressions contained in the 
resolutions are in direct contradiction of 
the unexecuted principles of a large portion 
of the party that had adopted them. It 
conld not be well determined whether the 
ultra Democratic element which but late­
ly constituted the AVhite League had 
merely suspended its hostility to these 
dbetrines during the distribution of the

rils, or has accepted in good faith the 
y terms on which these spoils were 
accessible. In this state of uncertainty 

the Republicans ware startled by an id- 
formatian filed at tbe official relation of 
the Attorney General, n member of “the 
Nicholls government,” an indictment 
against the members of the late Return­
ing Board for alleged malfeasance 
in the performance of duties oast 
upon them by law. This prose­
cution was regarded, and rightly by 
many citizens, as a violation of the gene­
ral amnesty; and though this apprehen­
sion was somewhat relieved by the dis­
missal of the prosecution nnder an ap­
pellate decision of the Supreme Court of 
the State, it could net escape the observa­

tion of intelligent minds that this raltiag 
did net meet the question of a violated
pledge, nor has any occasion arisen since 
to tpst the purpose or the ability of the 
conservative citizens to maintain those 
pledges. •

There have been occasional acts oi vio­
lence by one and all against each other* 
and some by white people against their 
own race, which while, they have been 
rebuked by the State authority show that 
this lawless spirit, though, is not extinct, 
and that the whole moral foroe of the 
State may be required to quell and to eon* 
trol it. Until, therefore, it shall have been 
determined whether these resolutions are 
an armistice, or a peace, a truce ora treaty, 
the Republicans of Louisiana must 
be considered as occupying a delicate, if 
not a dangerous position. Every con­
sideration of principle and of pru deuce 
would, therefore, dictate that they should 
regard themselves as a oorpg of observa­
tion and guarantee, ready to tall into- 
ranks with any who may stand up in de­
fense of a law which embraces purposes 
indispensable to their political existence.

If by any political accident tbe De­
mocracy shall succeed in crashing out its 
conservative inflaence, it may virtually 
nullify the terms of the compact. It may 
even implant in the law, and in the con­
struction of the law, all that intolerance 
and inequality from which the Republican 
citizens nave suffered so much and against 
which they have so long and so success­
fully contended. AVith this domestic dan­
ger, the probable prospect of a national 
administration, diminished in all its de­
partments, renders any hope of relief 
against unfriendly State legislation too 
remote for estimate. One important ques­
tion then presented for consideration is, 
how may the Republican party of Lou­
isiana best maintain the rights accorded 
them by their political opponents ? The 
manner in which this may be most effec­
tually done has been already set forth in 
this address. AVe can only add that, in 
all cases in which an auti-Democratic or­
ganization or candidate appeals to Re­
publican support, there should be a dis­
tinct pledge on the part of such applicants 
to maintain the law of April 19, 1877, and 
the terms of amnesty therein included.

There oannot, perhaps, be a more pro­
per occasion for calling the attention of 
the people of Louisiana to the extraordin­
ary services which have been rendered to 
all their interests by the colored people of 
this State. It will have been obscerved 
thatwhile God hatb.in bis inscrutable judg­
ment, chosen to afflict this ci|g, State and 
region with the recurrence of an epidemic 
unprecedented in its extent, if not in ii» 
intensity, He hath demonstrated the in­
estimable value of the people of color in - 
meetiaptbe calamities which have befallen 
us. These people have, during this terrt- 
ble panic and pestilence, cultivated almost A 
exclusively the largest crop of sugar, rise 7 
and cotton grown for years past. They 
have stood at their post in this stricktt: •7 
city when the loftiest in this land have 
gathered their households and fled abvqflK 
for safety, and while every abode has been 
filled with fear and suffering, they have pi 
performed the labors of navigation and 
commerce and watched alike for the liv­
ing, the sick and tbe dead. God bath 
thus tempered the harsher injunctions of 
the old dispensation with tbe needful 7 
spirit of the new, and has vouchsafed in, 
this conduct a noble example of doing 
unto others as ye would that others should . 1 
do unto you, aud of doing good to those 
who despitefnlly use you.

In all these invaluable services tbe 
colored people have proven their integrity j 
and sympathy for their fellow citizens, j 
and have thus given renewed assurances [ 
that ns a social industrial and political 
element they are entitled to the con- 
fidence and protection of the whole people , 
of Louisiana. Every practical man in . 
the State must see that iu tho content find * 
co-operation of this body of oar fellow- 
citizens, having a common religion, a 
common Bpeeoh and a common interest in > 
a common welfare, and acclimated by na-, 
tore to any tropical epidemic, will consist 
the best means of developing the produc­
tive capacity, and restoring the wasting ’ 
prosperity of our State. It would be mad- 
nese'to discourage or demoralizing this 
great influence.

It would be ruinous to our oommon in­
terests to drive them to destitution, or 
persecute them into an exodus to other 
countries upou this continent, where their 
rights and feelings would be better re­
spected and their extraordinary capacity 
for staple production brought into com­
petition with our own.

And now having considered these gen­
eral principles of policy, we pass to meas­
ures oLorganization and to questions of 
practical party management.

With the memory ot the deeds of vio­
lence, which were perpetratedaupon Re­
publicans during the months preceding 
the last election, fresh with the local gov­
ernments and machinery of elections en­
tirely in the hands of the opposition andi 
with the indications that the proscrip tivei 
and violent policy of tbe Democrats has 
not been abandoned, at least by the party 
managtrs, we de not believe that Repub­
licans can organize or ever vote in many 
parishes without endangering their lives.
Still we urge upon those parishes and lo­
calities where our party is manitestly 
strong, the duty of making nn earnest 
effort to elect members of Congress, mem­
bers of the General Assembly and local 
officers.

In those parishes where the Republi­
cans are in the minority, we recommend 
that Republicans unite with the Anti- 
Democratic voters, with the view to se­
curing the best representatives and local 
officials.

In our opinion there are two objects 
which we should sacrifice every other con­
sideration to attain; viz: the eleotion of 
Republican members of Congress, and 
the election of Republicans or indepen­
dent members of the Legislature.

The Republicans in the several senato­
rial and representative districts of tho 
State, should be left free to decide for 
themselves, whether it is proper to nomi­
nate candidates, or to give their support 
to the most favorable candidates other­
wise nominated; it being understood that 
we urge tbe nomination of party candi­
dates for the Assembly and for local offi- 
cee where any reasonable prospect of 
success apppears.

To secure these ends we urge upon 
Republicans to complete their local party 
organizations and effect the immediate 
registration of every SspnbUoan voter 
throughout the State.

In conclusion we advise Republican vo­
ters not to jSermanently ally themselves, 
with other political or semi-political or­
ganizations. If in some remarkable in­
stances daring this campaign we support 
and vote for candidates put forward b y  
other political parties opposed ta» 
tbe Democratic party, we do bo* v 
out committing ourselves to thfe> 
oiples or policy of such new politic, 
ganizatiou. Our great object is ted 
tbe Democratic party now i 
State find which is matt 
effort to gain control of the! 
ernment u  t ,  -

A  DUMONT, fietm
Wm. Vwkm, Secretary. - • J
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