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ommerce with Mexico.

rjhicago paper* report that the 
annel Zamacona, Minister from 
to the United States, has, at the 
in of the Manufacturers' Associa­
te Northwest, addressed that body 
commercial needs of Mexico and 

ities for uniting more closely the 
cial relations between his country 
great Northwest. After the ad- 
tbe Minister, Mr. Skilton, late, 

some years past, Consul General 
United States to Mexico, added 
formation which will be of inter- 
ie merchants and mariners of the 
t City:
go requires many of your products,
should she not have them? [Hear,

EiShe orders them now from Europe 
and reoeives them by sailing ves- 

four or five months, or by steamer
months at the earliest, and pays 

therer to 18 per cent for placing 
iey for payment. Why should you 
lish your products of the same or 
quality, in thirty days, by vessels 
draft and at lower prices, the cost 
location of the purchase money 
ng reduced by receiving Mexican 

ent r other products in return, which 
b are better appreciated, perhaps, 

lt0( a in Europe.
iresent large importing houses of 
are such as have generally existed 
y years, the oldest partners retir- 

aiu»,arope or elsewhere upon acquir- 
potent fortunes, and leaving their 
younger partners or clerks to fol- 
[tbe same channel. These houses 
i  for years their agent* and cor­
ents in the various mannfactur- 
jness cities of Europe, from whom 
fve ordered, and now order, goods, 

be difficult to induce such Hexi- 
to escape from this rut, unless 

|hts, as well as reduced prioes, 
ly for their attention.

Lotstime now occupied in ordering 
ir Mexico, for delivery at Vera 
id Tampico, and receiving the 
usually from three to four months,
1 ordering gnd duplicating orders, 
the telegraph via Matamoras and 

is, from fifteen to twenty days 
cient for the receipt ot goods 

Cruz, resulting in dimmuation of 
on funds, interest on money em- 

etc. Or should buyers perfer to 
their goods with shipments to tbe 
States, such shipments will natur- 
increased, as well as the duties 
[to the United States Treasury in 

ce thereof. It is evident that 
to the United States Treasury, 
increased exports and imports, 

many times greater than the sum 
y to subsidize a line of steamers, 
their rate of freights can be re- 
a schedule from 2o to 40 per cent 
that of the European lines run- 

[Mexico.
lue of goods exported from Mexi- 
for the United States during the 

of 1877 can not be far from 
but attention should be 

tbe fact that a considerable por- 
d exports consisted of Mexican
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lage of gold, silver and copper 
for the year 1877 was $21,347,- 

Tbe average annual coinage for 
100 years does not fall below 

(000.
tbe population upproximatcljr 

: 8,000,000 are natives (Indians), 
:e Spaniards. 5,000 are French, 
Germans, 500 are Americans and 
iglisb.
Is constructed to the present 

xPre€as follows: aud in total amount 
sturcf 100 English miles; from Vera 

Mexico, Apizaco to Puebla, Mexi- 
" ica, Vera Cruz to Medelin. 

ih lines in Mexico connect the 
cities and ports of the country, 
our lines at Brownsville, and 

about 10,000 miles.
Products of Mexico—Gold, sil- 
itiferous lead, quicksilver, ouo- 
igstonite, iron, lead, copper, 
zinc, precious stones—rubies, 

emeralds, fine opals, marble, ala- 
ernit tfoal ftDd mineral oils, lignite, coal, 

' ' 1 peiroleum, naptha, litharge— 
■ee of the principal mineral pro-
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ipal agricultural products of 
wheat, barley, maguey, beans, 
o, cocoa, table vegetables, su­

it), oils, India rubber, vegetable 
Ilia, coffee, dye woods, oranges, 

ins bananas, cedar and ma-
ired, f  tobacco, black beans, indigo, 

fibre jalup, medicinal herbs, 
al products are horses, males,ks a: 

istim 
inds

sheep, goats, horned cattle, 
el, silk, honey, borse hair.
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ucipal manufactories established 
i are for shirting, casimeres, bats, 

wax matohes, carriages, 
wool, cheap glass and porce- 

bar iron, some furniture, in- 
eting, wraps called “rebosas" 

for men and women's wear,
I harness, paper, 

eries of Mexico are confined to 
ble use, and pearl and orchilla 
he latter being a sea plant ob- 

the western coast of Lower 
, and valuable as a dye.

^has a few navigable rivers. The 
uesi, Tuxpan and Coatziooal-

( made extremely useful by sim- 
the bars at their mouths

i tbD work shall have heen 
and the railroad built from 

Potosi to a point on the Tamesi 
on which work has been be- 

|Chicago manufactures can ship 
(direct to the interior of Mexico, 
Bing the commission at Vera

or
doiui 
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of heavy freights 
By the’ Mexico and VeraCruz

re inti
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mpany. Mexico want* more 
ind is disposed to be liberal to 
ting such investments^ 
ivation ot coffee in Mexico is a 

is at this moment only in 
and can be indefinitely ex- 

,6 value of its exportation to 
States, from 1872, has aver- 

per annum. For the year 
it reached the amount of 

42. The field is a large one, 
ly suited to persons in the 
9 who are suffering from a 

of health incompatible with a 
Drthern climate, and who dare 
the yellow fever epidemics of 
m States, and yet desire to find 
occupations in some favorable 

he land appropriated to cof- 
is abundant and purchasable at 

in Mexico, and, being lend 
vel of the sea, it is temperate 

b j  hi f .

(ranee, tn abstract of the reasons given 
echo tilton for the cultivation of a 

t^e^Horthwestern States
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While New Orleana has been so quar­
antined ae to be in a state of commercial 
insulation, rival cities have indnetrionely 
prospected her natural territory to secure 
the supply of goods whioh that territory 
reqtfites. We may well suppose that tbe 
drutfrtners of Cincinnati, Cbioago and St. 
Louis, deplore tbe calamity which has be­
fallen us, nor is it probable that they 
would advise a customer to risk his life 
either in a visit to New Orleans, or inouT 
tbe possible danger of disseminating the 
contagion through the medium of a suit 
of clothes or a keg of nails purchased in 
this city.

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat publishes 
a letter from a commercial traveler wife 
has been prospecting Texas. He describes 
tbe cotton fields as a sight never beheld 
by bis constituents, and makes it as in­
teresting as tbe cotton culture on tbe 
Zambesi reported by Livingstone. From 
this discovery of interior Texas we extract 
a single notice. It is beaded, “ Tbe 
Southern beauty and her wonderful per­
formance.’’ Wbat the cotton missionary 
of tbe Future City deems bo wonderful is 
a very familiar fact Women pick out a 
great deal of cotton, and they can get 
more in a day, with good weather, than

the United States U s ii 
of a commerce which sh# 

must conduct *

COTTON PICKERS.
The fields are now full of cotton pick- 

ers—men, women, girls and boys. As 
soon as tbe dew dries—it is a heavy one 
always--the pibkers, armed with large 
baskets and ooarse bagging sacks sus­
pended around tbe neck, go forth between 
the high rows and become lost to view. 
The staple is by tbe fingers pulled out 
from the gaping boll, continuously thrown 
into the sack, and, when that is full, into 
tbe basket, and thence into tbe wagon, 
which stands in waiting at tbe end of tbe 
rows. The pickers are generally negroes, 
who can best stand to stoop all day in the
sun, and a good band is capable of pick- 

lning two hundred and fifty to four hun­
dred pounds a day. Ordinary pickers, 
however, women and boys, only reach one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty pounds. 
Not unfrequently young ladies, whose 
fathers and brothers or their laborers hap­
pen to be bard pressed with work, go into 
the fields and lend a helping band. Among 
the latter clasB is a young lady—the fifteen- 
year-old daughter of one of tbe oldest and 
most respected families on tbe Brazos— 
whom the correspondent met at tbe man­
sion of ber father near Pattison.

WHAT SH E SAID.
The conversation naturally turned on 

cotton picking. The young Texan girl, 
blooming with youth, her dark bair float­
ing over her fair forehead, matching ber 
large dark eyes, that flashed at intervals, 
proceeded in her girlish way to give him 
all tbe information abont cotton picking 
desired.

Tbe most of my father’s bands pick 
one bundred and fifty to two hundred 
pounds a day,” she said.

“That seems excellent work,” replied 
tbe correspondent.

“ Ob, not very. ”
“ I do think so. ” »
She laughed, and her eyes flashed again.
Why, I can do almost that well myself, 

and I am not used to it."
You? ”
Yes.”
I must doubt -
I Lav« gone  oxxt in  pu 'n  fielrl a n d

picked one hundred and fifty pounds in 
the day."

“ Didn't the sun burn your face to a 
crackling?"

‘ Why, no—you are crazy. "
‘ How, then, did you manage, my little 

southern girl ? "
Ob, I justput on this long sun-bonnet 

(exhibiting it) and a pair of gloves with
my fingers out at the top."

ADVICE TO H I SBAND8.

W hnt iv Stance lo r  the (loose is Sauce 
fo r the  (la n d e r .”

The world is full of “advice to wives, 
and even that cheap commodity by cour­
tesy addressed "to married people,” 
mostly one-sided and intended for the ears 
of the weaker sex only. We can scarcely 
pick up a paper withont reading the oft- 
reiterated ipjunctions "to always meet him 
with a smile” (whatever may he his delin­
quencies); to be “always neatly dressed" 
(whatever work on hand).to “never com­
plain to him” (whatever the weight of 
your cares), and all the rest of it, which 
everybody knows so well. For the sake of 
a more evenly balanced state of things let 
us administer a little of tbe same dose to 
the other side of the house, on the old 
principle tbat “what is sauce for the goose 
is sauce for tbe gander.”

Husbands should always appear before 
their wives in a neat and becoming attire. 
Bemember that wns one of your chief at­
tractions during courtship. A man is not 
at all beautiful en dishabille, and how can 
you expect to retain a woman's love if you 
suddenly drop all the blandishments that 
won it ? Husbands be neat Never come 
to breakfast with bair looking like a “fig 
tree shaken by a mighty wind,” or soiled 
collar and nectie all awry. Never lounge 
about of a late hour in the evening, in 
stocking feet, sans coat and vest, and with 
slouchy suspenders. Had she chanced 
to see yon thuB in courting days it would 
have taken a vast amount of romance out 
of her, depend upon it. Suppose your 
cirenm«tHiicen in life are such thst you 
musiassisi in doing tne “morniug cnoies,” 
then steal to your room before she has 
seen you and there change the working 
coat for the dreBsing-gown, polish your 
boots and make yourself presentable, that 
no suggestion of tbe barnyard may accom­
pany you to the breakfast table. The look 
of fond regard that will surely greet you 
from behind the fragrant coffee-pot will be 
a sufficient reword.

Never wear a clouded or angry counte­
nance in tbe presence of your wife. No 
matter what the cares and annoyance of

general, tbat you have gleaned in the world 
outside of her sphere.

Bear in mind tbat many overtaxed wives 
are mere bundles of nerves, so to speak, 
and subject to a thousand and aartlrrita- 
tions tbat enter not into a man's philoao-
phy to even comprehend; therefore write 
it in your heart end prove it in yonr daily 
conversation that a “soft answer torneth
away wrath, but grievous words stir up 
anger.'
A TW ENTY THOUSAND DOLLAR VA­

GRANT.

T he Ludicrous M istake  M ade by a  Mil­
w au k ee  Police Ofllccr.

In the Wisconsin of Wednesday last was 
mblished an account of the arrest at the 
lunicipal Court room, and subsequentMunicipal Uonrt room, and subsequent 

discharge, of one Jacob DeGray, an elderly 
and wealthy resident of the city, against 
whom tbe charge entered by an over-offic- 
ious policeman, was vagrancy. Tbe sole 
cause prompting tbe arrest, as stated at 
tbe time, was that Mr. DeGray bad tbe 
habit of regalarly attending tbe Court 
sessions for the purpose of watching pro­
ceedings. This steady attendance, with­
ont any apparent business to demand bis 
presence, was at last noted by one of the 
inefficients of the police force detailed to 
dnty in the court room, and finally, on 
Monday Iasi, this officer, August Wussow 
by name, approached Mr. DeGray as he 
sat quietly and inoffensively in a rear seat 
of the court room, and tauntingly Baid, 
“ Yon came late to-day, what kept yon ? ” 
The old gentleman knowing the ineult was 
intended, made no reply, bnt appeared as 
usual the next morning, the exhibited ob­
jection by the officer, notwithstanding. 
Immediately after taking bis seat on this 
occasion, Mr. DeGray was again ap­
proached by tbe incensed official who, 
with “blood in bis eye," demanded to 
know tbe caller’s name. Mr. DeGray 
rightly concluded tbe question a leading 
one, and being satisfied tbat under tbe 
circumstances Die officer was withont au­
thority to demand it in such a manner, 
told him, in effect, tbat it was none of bis 
business. Thereupon tbe blue-ooat grew 
more enraged and in threatening manner 
told tbe old man tbat if be showed him­
self in tbe room again be would be ar­
rested.

To this threat Mr. DeGray paid no heed, 
being read np as to tbe provisions of tbe 
State Constitution, and knowing well tbat 
a court of law in court hours is closed to 
no one. On Wednesday morning, there­
fore, be came again, and seating himself 
before the conrt session was opened, be 
was pounced upon by Wnssow and a fel­
low incompetent in uniform, and, seized 
by both wrists, was rudely dragged to tbe 
prisoner’s row, and ordered to stay there. 
Upon this indignity the old gentleman 
made no remark bat to inquire why he 
was thus treated, and whether he bad 
done anything wrong. To these questions 
Wussow replied gruffly that he “would 
find out Boon enough,” and then left him 
and went down stairs (after the act of ar­
rest, be it borne in mind), and swore out 
a warrant charging vagrancy. The form 
of the affidavit of complaint by Wussow 
was “tbat tbe defendant DeGray is an idle 
person, not having any visible means to 
maintain himself; that be lives without 
employment, and is therefore a vagrant"

On this warrant the old gentleman was 
arraigned for trial, and appeared with Mr. 
Hover for his counsel. City Attorney 
Johnson was called to the stand and testi­
fied tbat within his personal knowledge 
the defendant was worth $20,000, and Jived 
on the the interest of his lortune. This 
stunning information, of course, squelched 
the prosecution, and the release of the 
prisoner was promptly ordered by Judge 
Mallory.—Mihcaukee Wisconsin

the day have been, before her you should 
be all sunshine. Thus you will make her
happy and forget your own troubles. In 
her own sphere she has petty vexations to 
Bear that would break tbe spirit of any 
man alive. Don't add the burden of 
yours, too.

If the children are noisy or peevish, 
n ilquiet and amuse them with as much tact 

as possible, in order that you disturb not 
their mother, who, in the evening Bhonld 
find that rest and tranquillity that will 
prepare her for tbe duties of another day. 
Above all, allow no impatient word to 
arise to your lips, should your wife object 
to your spending money on such selfish 
gratifications as expensive and choice ci­
gars while sbe is economizing in many 
little ways. Though you may think her 
in the wrong, you had better be ruled by 
ber wishes, as thus you may avoid future 

(unpleasantness.
If you wish to be the true companion of 

yo* wife don't allow yourself to degener­
ate into a mere drudge and money-catcher. 
Keep you intellect refreshed by reading 
good books; read tbe things she reads and 
repeat to her the news, loth political and

P la tfo rm  o f  the  New Y ork lle iiu b liraa* .
1. The faith of the payment of the 

public debt and tbe redemption of public 
promises, according to the spirit and 
letter ot tbe law, and our well-being re­
quires tbat tbe nation's honor shall be' 
kept as inviolate as the nation’s life.

2. Under tbe management of succeed­
ing Bepublican administrations, the coun­
try has advanced to the point of specie 
resumption, and the highest interests of 
business, no less than the plighted faith 
of the republic, demand tbat there shall 
be no steps backward and no postpone­
ment. With this steady progress we have 
the auspicious signs of reviving trade and 
industry, and congratulate tne people 
upon this practical evidence that if tbe 
good work sbull be completed the de­
pression which grew out of tbe financial 
disorders, f orced upon us by the war of 
the rebellion, will give place to returning 
confidence and permanent prosperity, 
which can rest alone on the fixed mone­
tary standard of the commercial world, on 
solid values and full security and certain­
ty for the future.

3. Standing unalterably for the consti­
tutional principles of bard money, we 
insist that the greenback, instead of being 
dishonored and depreciated, shall be 
made as good as honest coin; tbat the 
labor dollar shall mean areal dollar; that 
tbe fluctuations and uncertainties which 
rob toil and paralyze trade Bhall cease; 
that our currency Bhall be made the best 
currency by making all parts of it, wheth­
er paper or coin, equivalent, convertible, 
secure and steady, and all pnblio servants, 
whether executive officers, Senators or 
Kepresentatives, whose acts and votes 
conduce to the high object, desesve our 
approbation.

I. Tbe Electoral Commission was a 
wise and honorable mode of settling a 
dangerous dispute; all parties were bound 
tn abide its decision, and any attempt to 
undo or impair the conclusion ll estab­
lished is unpatriotic and revolutionary,

5. While Bincerely seeking fraternal 
realtions in all just efforts and aspirations, 
we summon tbe people to renewed vigi- 
lence and unflinching warfare against tbe 
vast horde of claims and raids on the 
Treasury which count for suocess o n  
Democrat rule, under the mastery of a 
a B o lid  South, and whioh would fall with 
special hardships on New York, as the 
chief taxpaying State in. the United 
States.

6 We demand free and unintimidated 
elections in the South as in the North, 
and the full recognition and observance 
of all the rights and the liberty of all 
citizens as ordained by the amended con­
stitution, and until they shall be seenred 
the w o r k  of the Bepnblioan party to pro­
tect human rights will be unfinished.

7, We renew our declaration for the 
elevation of the pnblio service on the basis 
of a secure tenue during tbe laithful per­
formance of official duties, for a fixed 
term, for the frugal and efficient adminis­
tration of national, State and local aflairs, 
for unyielding resistance to any further 
land grants as subsidies to corporations or 
monopolies, for grateful recognition ofthe 
brave soldiers and sailors of tbe rrpubho, 
and for common schools, free from sec­
tarian influence and tnuuensced by secta­
rian

in a time of uncertainty and danger, as 
guilty of false pretenses in claiming for 
the Democratic House a reduction in pub­
lic expenditure, whose fraudulent ebar-

thereby
its demands, as aggravating the troubles 
of the conntry by mischievous agitation 
throughout the period of its supremacy in 
the House of Kepresentatives, as faithless 
to the obligation of national honor and 
the chief support of wild schemes of infla­
tion, repndiation and utter financial dis­
order, which imperil public credit and 
business security, and its further or greater 
success would be a national calamity.

9, An emergency in the bistory of a 
great conntry, second only to the great 
struggle for its existence, now confronts 
ns. As then, the Bepnblican party was
tbe sole organized political protection 

dagainst national disruption and patriotic 
citizens of whatever party name rallied 
under its standard for the defense of tbe 
Union, so now the Republican organiza­
tion is the pnly efficient bulward against 
national repndiation and disgrace, and 
it again invites all good oitizens, of what­
ever previous political ties, to unite with 
it in preserving the national honor. To 
all Republicans this great exigency espe­
cially appeals to rise to its highest obliga­
tions and join heart and hand for the 
triumph of those vital principles npon the 
security and welfare of the republic de­
pend.

an appropriations.
8. While recognizing with satisfaction 

that many patriotic Democrats 4p not 
share Uhapint and impulse, w« arraign 
the dominant forte of the Pemocraiio 
party as a eons lent dsstniber of pnblio
tranquillity Md confidence  ̂as tb* wanton 

of pnbuifoe of public security in its persistent as-

AN ADDRESS
TO THE

REPUBLICANS OF LOUISIANA.

Platfo rm  o f  tke MaoHochoHetti* Republican*.

We, the Republicans of Massicbusetts, 
in convention assembled—

Hesolve, First—Tbat tbe Republican 
party, inspired by its past, gathers in­
creased courage for tbe work which re­
mains to be done,, renews its allegiance to 
tbe high principles which have guided it, 
thus far, and baring preserved tbe na­
tion's existence, pledges itsell to preserve 
th* nation’s honor.

Second—Tbat the Republican party is 
committed to the maintenance of tbe 
national credit and the keeping of tbe 
public faith with all creditors of tbe na­
tion. We rejoice that the resumption of 
specie payments bus been so nearly ac­
complished. We insist tbat all lawful 
means shall be taken to insure such re­
sumption within the time fixed and by 
law; that all paper currency shall be re­
deemable in ooin at the will of tbe bolder, 
and tbat both coin and currenoy shall be 
kept at all times at par with tbe gold 
standard ol the commercial world. We 
believe tbat tbe Amerioan people are too 
bonest wantonly to violate their pledges, 
and too intelligent to attempt to nse ss 
money anything which has neither valne 
in itself nor represents value, and have 
too much regard lor their honor and pros- 
j erity to prefer unredeemed and irredeem­
able promises instead of money which 
shall pass current at its full face-value in 
ev*ry market of the world.

Third—That the refunding of the na­
tional debt at a lower rate of interest 
should be carried lorward as rapidly as 
is possible; that tbe strictest economy in 
expenditures Bhould be used and tbe in­
dustries of the country relieved from tax­
ation, so far as honor, good faith and 
necessity will permit; tbat tbe civil ad­
ministration should be maintained in its 
honesty and efficiency by the executive 
department, which should take the re­
sponsibility which belongs to it of making 
nominations to office without dictation or 
control from other departments of the 
government, and should in the exercise 
of this power use the same care and good 
judgment, and demand the same fidelity 
and devotion to duty that are required in 
the management ot important business 
affairs; and we will certainly support 
every measure which shall be needed to 
raise the civil service to the high plane of 
honesty and efficiency demanded by tbe 
Cincinnati platform and the President's 
letter of acceptance.

Fourth—That, mindful of the condition 
of tbe industries of tbe Commouwealth, 
and of tbe decline in tbe value* of prop­
erty and in the earnings of labor and 
capital, it is tbe imperative duty of tbe 
town and city governments and of the 
State government to use the strictest 
economy in tbe administration of public 
aflairs. We demand that the Legislature 
shall make no new grants of public 
moneys in aid of private enterprises; tbat 
the public indebtedness shall not be in­
creased; tbat tbe reduction already made 
in tbe public expenditures shall be rigor­
ously continued, and such changes made 
ineiciu as may be for the benefit of the 
Commonwealth; that tbe system of taxa­
tion shall be so modified that each person 
sball contribute only in proportion to 
wbat be is worth, to the end tbat there 
shall be a substantial relief from tbe ex­
isting burdens of taxation.

Filth—We recommend the efficiency 
and integrity with which all the depart­
ments of the State government have been 
carried on, and denonnoe as false tbe 
charges of mismanagement made against 
its administration. Although tbe inflation 
of the currency has caused extravagance 
in public and private life, and has in­
fluenced legislators without distinction of 
party to authorize unnecessary and unwise 
appropriations which ought not to be 
repeated, yet the State has been well and 
honestly governed.

Sixth—That the Commonwealth of 
Massachusettes has prospered for more 
than two centuries because ber citizens 
have believed that the ioteresl of each is 
tne mterst ol all, and have labored 
together for the common weal, and when 
this union of interest and action which 
has endured through seasons of depression 
and disaster ceascH her prosperity must 
cease also. They who would foment dis­
cord by falsely teaching that our commu­
nity is composed of hostile classes whose 
interests are antagonistic are public en­
emies whose defeat is essential to the 
public welfare, and should be accom­
plished by tbe united efforts of all honest 
men.

Seventh—Tbat the sucoess of the bold 
attempt to place an open repudiator in 
tbe executive chair of this renowned 
Coaomonwealth would be an announce­
ment to the world that Massachusetts 
for the first time in ber history wavers in 
her devotion to honest finance, and is in­
different to the sacredness oi' public faith.

Eighth—That the Republicans of Mas­
sachusetts will keep all their pledges, and 
will Btand by the President of the United 
(States in his efforts to keep his. We com­
mend the purpose and integrity of his 
administration, his firmness in resisting 
to the limit of his constitutional power 
all attemps to depraoiate the currency or 
to violate tbe plighted faith of the nation, 
and his constant endeavors to promote 
the restoration of good will and of social 
and commercial interoouroe between the 
citizens of all parts of the oountry.

Ninth—That we confidently recommend 
to the people of Massachusetts the 
loses of this convention as men whose 
character and ability are a guarantee that 
they will wisely, prudently and efficiently 
administer the government of the Com­
monwealth,

Rooms Republican Stat* Central 
Committee,

New Orleans, September 21, 1878.
The Republican State Central Com­

mittee appointed by the State Oonven- 
vention of 1876, met in tbe month of 
August last, and, considering tbe 
disorganizhd condition of the party and 
the peculiar state of political affairs, and 
deeming it wise to make the Committee 
as representative as possible, elected fifty 
additional members from all parts of tbe 
State. The Committee is now constituted 
of eighty-five members. At tbat time it was 
thought that it might not be necessary to 
convene a State Convention. Bnt at a 
full meeting held in August a convention 
was called to meet in New Orleans on the 
sixteenth of September. Delegates were 
elected, and on that day a large number 
assembled in New Orleans under the call, 
bat, owing to the prevalence of tbe epi­
demic and to tbe establishment of a rigid 
quarantine in many of the parishes, a 
quorum of the delegates did not meet,
and the minority present adjourned sub­
ject to the call of the President of this
Committee as has been fully set forth in 
an address heretofore published. We now 
find it necessary to announce that the 
same causes which prevented tbe attend­
ance of a quorum of delegates on the six­
teenth instant may prevent the reconvoca- 
tion of the Convention in time to. take 
measures for tbe pending campaign.

Therefore, in view of tbe approaching 
election for members of Congress, for 
State Treasurer, for members of the Gen­
eral Assembly, and for many parish and 
municipal officers, this Committee deems 
it proper to urge certain considerations 
npon Republican voters throughout the 
State.

First, however, it is pertinent that we 
should say that at and before the meet­
ing of this committee on the fifteenth of 
August, when the call for a State Conven­
tion was issued, it was generally consid­
ered among the representative men from 
all portions of the State that, under the 
existing political circumstances, it was 
not advisable to recommend measures 
looking to a general campaign. It was 
not thought to be expedient to make a 
formal nomination for the only State 
officer to be voted for. Accordingly tbe 
call for the Convention did not specify 
that nominations should be made, but the 
Convention was assembled to select a new 
State Central Committee and to determine 
upon a line of policy for the party for the 
future. But a committee cannot lay down 
its authority until its successors are 
chosen, and since the party can not re­
main without au authoritative head, we 
feel justified in exercising the powers we 
do.

Preliminary to the suggestions we have 
to make in relation to practical measures 
and party organization, we make the fol­
lowing declaration of principles subject 
to tbe approval of tbe Convention wnen 
it shall reassemble:

1. The Republican party of Louisiana 
continues to adhere to the National Re­
publican party. With that party we em­
phatically regard the United States of 
America as a nation, end not a league. 
We endorse and reaffirm the platform 
adopted by the Cincinnati Convention of 
1876. We proudly cherish the noble his­
tory of that party which saved the Union, 
destroyed slavery, and granted political 
and civil rights to all men within the 
nation.
2. The Republicans of Louisiana announce 

that with regard to national finances, 
they favor a bi-metallic and national 
currency, interconvertible at par, and 
adjusted to meet the demands of the busi­
ness and industry of the country. We 
maintain that every promise given by the 
nation, during the perils of the civil war, 
should be faithfully kept. We believe, as 
our party has always believed and asser­
ted, tbat tbe money of tbe nation must 
rest upon au ultimate basis of coin, hav­
ing an intrinsic value recognized by other 
civilized peoples. We arraign the Demo­
cratic party for its dishonesty, its in con­
sistency and its inanity in reference to 
tbe most serious questions of financial 
policy. Pretending anything and every­
thing to anybody and everybody, in the 
hope of political preferment, the course of 
the Democratic party in this regard has 
only tended to disturb tbe commercial re­
lations and productive industries of tbe 
country. In our own State, we witness 
the strange speotacle of a party support­
ing candidates for Congress who hold ex­
treme views in opposition to the so-called 
“ Greenback” doctrine, running npon a 
platform which demands unlimited issu­
ance of paper money under national and 
State auspices, and advocates substantial 
repndiation.

3 We advocate a system of revenue 
taxation and import duties which, while 
it shall provide ample means to meet the 
pnblio expenditures and obligations, sball 
assume tbe protection of certain national 
interests against destructive competition 
of foreign production; especially insisting 
that tbe capital and labor employed in tbe 
production of tbe national staples of rice 
and sugar sball be included in articles to 
be protected.

4. We favor a nationol system of inter­
nal improvements. The public works 
affecting inter-State communication and 
tbe general commercial and industrial 
prosperity of the country should be con­
structed and supported out of the national 
resources. We arraign the Democratic 
majority in Congress for their refusal to 
grant that aid justly due to the South in 
this direction. Our Representatives in 
Congress have been as nseless to this 
State and its interests in this regard as if 
they had b?d seats in the Parliament of 
the Canadian Dominion. The experience 
of the past justifies us in affirming that 
the Sontb can expect no assistance from
the ascendency of the Democratic party i 
the councils of the nation. We therefore
make our appeal to and place our reliance 
npon the Republicans in Congress, and 
to such just minded Democrats as may not 
be under the party whip. We ask, in com 
mon justice to the South, that the follow 
ing measures be addptod: 1. The con­
struction of a national railroad from the 
Mississippi, south of the 32d parallel, 
passing throngh the Slate of Texas to a 
port or ports upon tHe Pacific Ocean with­
in the territory of the United States or of 
the Republic of Mexico. 2. The con­
struction, at national expense and under 
national supervision, of a levee for the re­
clamation and protection of alluviaf lands 
within the latitudes adapted to the culture 
of rice and sugar. 3. The grant of a sub­
vention from the national treasury ade­
quate to secure postal steam service be­
tween one or more Gulf ports of the Union
and tbe principal porta on tbe Southern 
Atlantic Coast of this Continent.

5. We affirm with Ih^National Republi­

can party “ that the pnblio school system
- -ta . an—----------■ r». j I— aI nf Skaor UKiBTvnu u n m  n w  Duiwsrs m
Amerioan Republic.” We remark with 
gratitude that the constitution of our 
State oontpins among the several com­
plete guarantees to our system of free 
public schools, tbat clause recommended 
in the .National Republican platform pro­
hibiting tbe application of the public 
funds to the support of private or secta­
rian schools. We notice the significant 
foot that the Democratic party of Louis­
iana is silent in the platform adopted at 
tbe recent convention of tbat party npon 
tbe subject of pnblio education. We 
arraign tbe existing government for its 
frequent violation of tbe constitntional 
(revisions which accord equal privileges 
n tbe pnblio schools to the children of 

all classes of citizens. We charge that 
the Democratic party of Louisiana is op- 
iosed to the continuance of the system of 
inblic education as is shown by the 
leclaration recently made by a prominent 

school official in this city announcing 
tbat he was opposed to public schools, 
which declaration has not been rebuked or 
repudiated bjr the Democratic party or 
the Democratic press. We charge tbat 
the ecbool authorities have, in many in­
stances, neglected and refused to establish 
schools in various neighborhoods and 
communities throughoat tbe State, al­
though taxes were levied and collected for 
that purpose.

conditionn view
of tbe State Treasury, we deem it inexpe­
dient and unnecessary to call a constitn­
tional convention. It tbe object of those 
who favor a convention, be to improve 
the machinery of tbe government, tbat 
can be done by amendment. It cannot 
be asserted tbat Republicans have placed 
any obstruction in the way of such amend­
ments. Tbis is shown by tbe fact that 
tbe recent General Assembly submitted a 
number of important and excellent amend­
ments, which were voted for indiscrim­
inately by the members of both parties. 
We endorse these proposed amendments 
and ask Republicans to vote' for them. 
But we apprehend tbat tbe object of the 
extreme Democrats in demanding a con- 
stitional convention is not to improve the 
methods o f administration; it is to change 
the substantial and essential groundwork 
of tbe government.

7. Tne Democratic party has been in ac­
tual possession of tbe State government 
for near two years. We assert that it has 
signally failed in its administration. Be­
fore it came into power it filled tbe pnblic 
ear with cries for reform, and fed the 
hopes of the people with promises tbat 
taxation should be reduced, and the bur­
dens of government lightened. It has 
done nothing to tbis end; on tbe contrary 
taxation baa been increased, by the in­
crease of assessments; tbe poor alone have 
been forced to pay taxes, in order tbat the 
higher officials should have their salaries 
while the rich have not been compelled 
to pay, and consequently tbe minor offi­
cers—the teachers of our children, and 
the guardians of the pnblic peace, have 
been left to starve. They have thrown 
unwarrantably obstructions in the way of 
Republicans, in the matter of registration. 
On every band the inefficiency of the gov­
ernment is remarked and its failures no­
ticed. We express tbe beliei tbat tbe 
leaders of tbe Democratic party will find 
it difficult to organize violence, in order 
|o defeat the will of the majority and re­
tain their party in power.

8. The inadequateness ofthe present rate 
of taxation to properly support the Gov­
ernment as now seen and the manifest 
impropriety of increasing the rate renders 
it necessary that among other needed 
measures of reform the laws should he so 
amended as to reduce the compensation 
of all officers hot established by the Con­
stitution to the rate of pay for similar or 
equivalent services in the business pur­
suits of the people.

9. The administration of Municipal Gov­
ernment of New Orleans and of several of 
the cities and town throughout the State 
demonstrates that the system of govern­
ment by administrators who are not held 
to account nor made responsible is defec­
tive and ruinous. We demand the repeal 
of the charters and the restoration of 
Councils of Aldermen to be elected by 
vote of the people.

Having laid down this platform of prin­
ciples we consider it proper to advert to a 
few other matters of general interest and 
concernment •

Without tbe most remote allusion to 
the political policy of the past the Com­
mittee must refer to the joint resolntion
adopted by tbe Legislature of Louisiana 

....................hot

There have been occasional acts ol vio­
lence by one and all against each 
and some by white people against 
own race, which while, they have 
rebuked by the State authority show 
this lawless spirit, though, is not e: " 
and that the whole*moral force 
State may be required to quell and 
trol i t  Until, therefore, it shall hav 
determined whether these resolute ue 
an armistice, or a peace, a truce or a ■ 
tbe Republicans of Louisiana 
be considered as occupying a deli* 
not a dangerons position. Every 
sideration of principle and of pru 
would, therefore, dictate that they s 
regard themselves as a corps of obs 
tion and guarantee, ready to tall 
ranks with any who may stand up i- 4i 
fense of a law which embraces pur 
indispensable to tbeir political oxisi 

If by any political accident th* 
mocracy sball succeed in crashing o 
conservative influence, it may vir 
nullify the terms of the compact. I 
even implant in the law, and in the 
struction of tbe law, all that intole 
and inequality from which the Repul 
citizens nave suffered so much and af 
which they have so long and so sn 
fully contended. With tbis domesti 
ger, the probable prospect of a 8a 
administration, diminished ip ali i* 
partments, renders any hope of t 
against unfriendly State legislation too 
remote for estimate. One important i *ca- 
tion then presented for consideratio a, 
how may the Republican party of 1 u- 
isiana best maintain the rights acco d 
them by tbeir political opponents?

I
manner in which tbis may be mos) 

" t feitually done has been already set for' ia 
tbis address. We can only add thi a 
all cases in which sn anti-Democrati • or* 
ganization or candidate appeals to '*•

Sublican support, there should be a *• 
net pledge on the part of such appli ts 

to maintain the law of April 19, 1877, ad 
the terms of amnesty therein include 

There cannot, perhaps, be a more . ro­
per occasion for calling the attention if 
tbe people of Louisiana to tbe extnior .iu- 
ary services which have been rendered to 
all their interests by the colored peopV of 
this State. It will have been obscerved 
thatwhile God hath.in his inscrntable judg­
ment, chosen to afflict tbis city, Stat and 
region with the recurrence of an epidemic 
unprecedented in its extent, if not In its! 
intensity, He hath demonstrated t te in* * 
estimable value of the people of color iS 
meeting the calamities which have befallen' 
as. These people have, during this terri­
ble panic and pestilence, cultivated ahnos*

on tbe nineteenth of April, 1877, and sub­
sequently by the Governor of the State. 
In these resolutions, it was understood 
tbat the State government pledged itself 
for the preservation of the public peace, 
and for equal justioe to all citizens, witb- 
onr regard to color or other political con­
dition. Upon a review of these resolu­
tions they will be found to contain 
the following engagements. They pledge 
the government of Louisiana “ to accept 
in good faith the thirteenth, fourteenth 
and fifteenth amendments of tbe Consti­
tution of the United States in letter and 
in spirit. They ga&rantee the enforce­
ment of the laws rigidly and impartially, 
to the end that violence and crime shall 
be suppressed aud promptly punished, 
and tbat peace and order prevail, and that 
the humblest laborer upon tbe soil of 
Louisiana, throughout every parish in the 
State, of either color, shall receive fail 
and equal protection of tbe law in person, 
property, political rights and privileges. 
The education of all classes of the people 
is provided for by the equal and uniform 
taxation upon property, as provided in 
the Constitution of the State, and which 
shall secure the education of the children 
of white and cohired citizens with equal 
advantages. It, moreover, stipulated 
that the Nicholls government will dis­
countenance any attempted persecution 
from any quarter of individuals for past 
political conduce ”

While it is our duty in candor to say 
that the course of the State administra­
tion would indicate the sincerity and to a 
great extent, the success of this legisla­
tion, it is very well known that the doo- 
trines and expressions contained in the 
resolutions are in direct contradiction of 
the unexecuted principles of a large portion 
of the party that had adopted them. It 
could not be well determined whether the 
ultra Democratic element which but late­
ly constituted tbs White Lsague had 
merely suspended its hostility to these 
doctrines during the distribution of the 
spoils, or has accepted in good faith tbe 
only terms on which these Spoils were 
accessible. In this state of uncertainty 
tbe Republicans were startled by an in­
formation filed at the official relation of 
the Attorney General, a member of “the 
Nioholls government,” an iadictment 
against the members of tbe late Return­
ing Board for alleged malfeasance 
in tbe performance of duties cast 
upon them by law. This prose* 
cation wag regarded, and rightly by 
many citizens, as s violation of tbe gene-, 
ral amnesty; and though this apprehen­
sion was somewhat relieved by tbe dis­
missal of the proeecution under an ap­
pellate decision of the Supreme Court of 
the State, it couldnot escape the observe-

exclusively tbe largest crop of sugar, ricp 
and cotton grown lor years past. They
have stood at tbeir post in tbis stricken; 
eity when the loftiest in this land have 
gathered tbeir households and fled abroad 
for safety, and while every abode has been 
filled with fear and suffering, they have
performed tbe labors of navigation and 

. . . ------- ‘ rath* iiv-commerce and watched alike for 
ing, the sick and the dead. God hath
thus tempered the harsher injunctions ofj 
the old dispensation with the needful 
spirit of the new, aud has vouchsafed in 
this conduct a noble example of doing 
unto others as ye would that others should 
do unto you, and of doing good to those 
who despiteiully use you.

Id all these invaluable services th 
colored people have proven their integrit 
and sympathy for their fellow citizen 
and have thus given renewed assuranoj 
that as a social industrial and politic 
element they are entitled to tb#Cor, 
fidence and protection of the whole Mppii. 
of Louisiana. Every practical maiLJsi 
the State must see that in the conteS*g
co-operation of this body of our mfb v

"  9m  Acitizens, having a common relig! , 
common speech and a common interest in 
a common welfare, and acclimated by na­
ture to any tropical epidemic, will consist 
the best means of developing the produc­
tive capacity, and restoring the wasting 
prosperity of our State. It would be nAd- 
ness to disoourage or demoralizing this 
great influence.

It would be ruidbus to our pommon in­
terests to drive them to destitution, or 
persecute them into an exodus to o th r 
countries upon this contineut, where thi r 
rights and feelings would be better c- 
spected and their extraordinary capar y 
for staple production brought into oot. . 
petition with our own.

And now having considered these gen­
eral principles of policy, we pass to men i- 
urss of organization and to questions f 
practical party management

\\bth tbe memory of the deeds of vio­
lence, whioh were perpetrated upoi|i E 
publicans during the months precsd . 
the last election, fresh with the local g '1 - 
eroments and machinery of elections . - 
tirely in the hands of tbe opposition 1 
with the indications that tbe prosori] • 
and violent policy of the Democrats 
not heen abandoned, at least by the 
managers, we de not believe that 
Ucans can organize or ever vote in 
parishes without endangering their Lvv *' 
Still we urge upon those parishes and lo­
calities where our party is manifest 
strong, the duty of making an eaiuru 
effort to elect members of CoogresB, me . - 
bers ofthe General Assembly aud la L 
officers.

In those parishes where tbe Rep'.olfv 
cans are in the minority, we recommend 
that Republicans unite with the Anti- 
Democratic voters, with the view to se­
curing the best representatives end ionl 
officials.

In our opinion there are two obj icta 
which we should sacrifice every other ’con­
sideration to attain; viz: the election of 
Republican members ot Congress, j  f 
the eleotion of Republicans or in dp -nJ 
dent members of the Legislature.

The Republicans in the several se-^i

he I

in t

rial and representative - districts of - 
State, should be left free to deoid* •

proper ti
nate candidate*, or to give their si 
to the most favorable candidates odsap- 1 
wise nominated; it being understood that, 
we urge the nomination of party c oui- 
dates lot tbe Assembly and for loca offl- ; 
ces where any reasonable pros pec ot 
success apppears.
t  To secure these ends we urge 
Republicans to complete their local 
organizations and effect the inmii 
registration of every Republican - 
throughout the State.

In conclusion we advise Republican vo­
ters not to permanently ally themso'.VHto 
with other political or semi-potitica o 
ganizations. If In some remarkable) 
stances during this campaign we say  ; 
aud vote for candidates put fq 
other political parties opn 
the Democratic party, we dw 
iqt committing ourselves to t


